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*The Apostle Paul’s expression of 
gratitude to the Philippian saints is the 
same that we offer to each one that has 
faithfully supported this ministry; “I thank 
my God upon every remembrance of you” 
(Phil. 1:3).  We do not want to be derelict 
in our acknowledgement of the many 
faithful saints, some whom we know and 
others whom we have never met, whose 
love for the Gospel is their life, their joy 
and their all.

*The events which continue to transpire 
in our nation and around the world are a 
sure confirmation to the prophetic words 
of our Lord Jesus that “there shall be 
signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in 
the stars; and upon the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity; the sea and the 
waves roaring” (Luke 21:25).  The sun, 
moon and stars not only refer to planetary 
bodies, but are symbolic of governments 
and nations, because our Lord immediately 
added the words; “upon the earth distress 
of nations.”

Beginning in January of this year we 
have seen a clear fulfillment of our Lord’s 
prophetic words as several Arab nations 
have erupted in revolution, even resulting 
in the overthrow of longtime dictatorships.   
The “seas and the waves roaring” are 
symbolic of the restlessness of the common 
people as they rise up against the restraints 
of unjust civil rulers.  John the Revelator 
makes this meaning very clear when he 
said, “The waters which thou sawest, 
where the whore sitteth, are peoples,  
and multitudes, and nations, and tongues” 
(Rev. 17:15).

These recent events are examples of God’s 
dealing with nations and His sovereign 
control over the affairs of men.  The 
prophet Daniel declared that ,“he [God] 
removeth kings, and setteth up kings” 
(Dan. 2:21).

Here at home we see indications of major 
changes on the horizon in our national 
economic system.  Our liberal politicians 
have created a whole generation of 
Americans who have become dependent 
upon federal and state governments to 
support their lifestyles.  The conditions 
under the sixth seal describe the mentality 
of men from kings to slaves who call upon 
the mountains (symbolic of governments) 
to hide them, thus becoming totally 
dependent upon humanistic systems instead 
of taking refuge in the Rock of Ages (Rev. 
6:15-16).

* The picture on the cover of this magazine 
is of the Garden of the Gods Park located 
near Colorado Springs, Colorado.  The 
outstanding geologic features of the park 
are the ancient sedimentary beds of red, 
blue, purple, and white sandstones and 
limestone that were deposited horizontally, 
but have now been tilted vertically and 
faulted by the immense mountain building 
forces caused by the dominant massive 
uplift of the Pikes Peak mountain ridge.
When beholding these massive rock 
formations, one is reminded of the words 
written by Stuart K. Hine; “When I look 
down from lofty mountain grandeur, and 
hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze:  
then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee, 
How Great Thou Art.”  
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TWO NEW WEB SITES

WWW.TRUTHINHISTORY.ORG
For additional ministry articles, available books and booklets log 
on to truthinhistory.org. Our material may be ordered on-line by 
clicking on ‘books’ and ‘one click donations’ may be made to Truth 
In History from our web site.  Weekly sermons available on the 
home page.  Just click on the icon for ‘Weekly Sermon’.

VIDEO STREAMING
All our television programs are available for viewing on our  
web site at any time. Check our home page under ‘television’.

TELEVISION PROGRAMS Watch us on Sky Angel One on the 
Dish Network (channel 262) and on Sky Angel IPTV each Sunday at 9:30 AM 
Eastern  time.

Are all so-called prophetic utterances from God or the minds of men?
Discover how the true prophetic voice of God functioned both in the ancient 
patriarchs and in the Apostles. The Scriptures teach that all true prophecies, 
whether to the individual, the Church or the nation bears witness to  
“the testimony of Jesus” (Rev. 19:10).
You will be encouraged by these messages to know that God once again is going to 
inspire His prophets to speak “as they are moved by the Holy Ghost” (I Peter 1:21).

 9 Part Series on Four DVD’s
Order this DVD series today for only $25.00  (postage paid)

THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY

www.thebibleeducator.org  For an inspiring and informative explanation of Scripture 
listen to the audio sermons of Pastor George Southwick. These recorded sermons are a result of 
over 60 years of in-depth Bible study and a walk with God whose earthly life ended in 2006.

www.historicist.com  This site contains numerous articles written by several different 
authors relating to the Historicist interpretation of Bible prophecy. This interpretation was the 
belief of the Protestant Reformers and stands in contrast to the interpretation of full Preterism 
and modern Dispensational Futurism.
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It is generally  accepted and taught 
by many prophecy teachers that the 
modern Zionist state of Israel is the 
fulfillment of Bible prophecy.   The 
proponents of Futurism adamantly 
believe the Jewish state that declared 
itself a nation in May 1948 is the 
final homeland of the Jews and will 
some day be the headquarters of 
Christ’s earthly kingdom, with the 
city of Jerusalem as the geographical  
center of  God’s dealings with man.  
Today, fundamental church leaders 
are enamored with any thing that is 
considered Jewish in nature and then 
proceed to convince susceptible laity 
that somehow it is related to the words 
of the ancient Hebrew prophets.  They 
continue to market their ideas to 
gullible adherents that it is an end time 
sign of Christ’s soon return and the 
rapture of the Church.

There is a question that must be 
seriously considered in the light of 
prophetic Scripture and the history of 
the Zionist state.  Is Jewish Zionism 
of man or God?  Is this hype which 
is now sweeping fundamental 
Christianity a genuine work of 
the Holy Spirit or is it a massive 
propaganda campaign aimed at gaining 
religious, political and financial 
support for the Jewish state to possess 
what is believed was promised by 
divine mandate?

One of the prophetic promises given 
by our Lord that is often used to justify 
the existence of the Zionist state 
including its political and military 
actions is the parable of the fig tree.  
Jesus said; “Now learn a parable of 
                      the fig tree; when his 
                        branch is yet tender,
                              and putteth forth 

leaves, ye know that summer is nigh:  
so likewise ye, when ye shall see all 
these things, know that it is near, even 
at the doors”  (Mtt. 24:32-33).  In 
other words, being that the Jewish 
nation was symbolized by the fig tree, 
and is now in existence again after 
1900 years, the futurists believe that 
it’s proof that the end is near, with the 
rapture soon to take place.

TWO BASKETS
Mistakenly, most dispensationalists 
teach that the Zionist state is true Israel 
and is represented by the fig tree.   In 
examining Scripture, we find only 
the Southern Kingdom of Judah was 
represented by the fig tree and not the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel.  Through 
the prophet Jeremiah, the Lord made 
it clear that the nation of Judah was 
symbolically comprised of two baskets 
of figs.  This vision of the good and 
bad figs had nothing whatsoever 
to do with the Northern Kingdom 
of Israel that had been taken into 
Assyrian captivity 125 years before. 
“The LORD shewed me, and, behold, 
two baskets of figs were set before 
the temple of the LORD, after that 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon had 
carried away captive Jeconiah the son 
of Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the 
princes of Judah, with the carpenters 
and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had 
brought them to Babylon. One basket 
had very good figs, even like the figs 
that are first ripe: and the other basket 
had very naughty figs, which could not 
be eaten, they were so bad.  Then said 
the LORD unto me, What seest thou, 
Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; the good 
figs, very good; and the evil, very evil, 
that cannot be eaten, they are so evil” 
(Jer. 24:1-3).  

The good figs represented many 
people of the Kingdom of Judah to 
whom the Lord was going to show His 
pleasure in restoring them to their land 
after 70 years of captivity and  give 
them a heart to know Him (Jer. 24:4-7; 
29:10-14).  The bad figs represented 
many people of the city of Jerusalem 
that the Lord would deliver to be 
removed into all the kingdoms of the 
earth for their hurt, to be a reproach, a 
proverb, a taunt and a curse  (Jer. 24:8-
10; 29:15-19).  This Old Testament 
vision of Jeremiah clearly establishes 
the fact that only the Judah nation is 
represented by the fig tree and its fruit.

ONLY ONE NATION
If this parable of our Lord in some way 
forecasted the reestablishment of true 
Israel in the present day Jewish/Zionist 
state which was established in 1948, 
the following facts must be considered. 
Where is the fulfillment in the modern 
Israeli state of the immutable promise 
given to the dual tribe of Joseph 
concerning the establishment of a 
company of nations? The promise was; 
“his seed shall become a multitude of 
nations” (Gen. 48:19). The modern 
Israeli state is only one nation, not a 
multitude of nations.  If it represents 
any tribe at all, it would only represent 
the nation of Judah and just a remnant 
from it.  It does not include Israel 
which is represented by the olive tree.  
In fact, Israel of the Assyrian captivity 
included people of the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah comprised of Judah, 
Benjamin and Levi (II Kgs.18:13).  
This means that all thirteen tribes have 
already come together as prophesied 
by Ezekiel and are counted as God’s 
people who historically founded the 
nations of Northwestern Europe, the 
British Isles and North America.

by Charles A. Jennings
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ONLY LEAVES
Another fact which is overlooked by 
pro-Zionist prophecy teachers is that 
our Lord never mentioned anything 
about this fig tree producing any fruit, 
but only leaves.  Our Lord said that 
when this tree produces leaves it is 
an indication that summer is nigh.  
This was the time to expect the tree 
to produce its early fruit in June or its 
summer fruit in August.  The 1948 
Zionist state has produced its leaves as 
a pretense of expectant fruit, but as of 
yet it has produced NO FRUIT!

It is extremely significant to 
contemplate the timing and the setting 
of our Lord’s message in Matthew 21 
in relation to the cursing of the fig tree.  
Jesus’ declaration of the fig tree had 
direct reference to the Jewish nation 
of that day with a double reference to 
the present day Jewish state.  After 
Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
and His purification of the temple, 
He left the city to spend the night in 
Bethany.  Matthew records, “Now in 
the morning as he returned into the 
city, he hungered. And when he saw a 
fig tree in the way, he came to it, and 
found nothing thereon, but leaves only, 
and said unto it, Let no fruit grow 
on thee henceforward for ever. And 
presently the fig tree withered away. 
And when the disciples saw it, they 
marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig 
tree withered away!” (21:18-20).

When Jesus found no fruit, but leaves 
only on this tree, He cursed it with 
everlasting consequences.  From the 
lips of our Savior Himself, came the 
words; “Let no fruit grow on thee 
henceforward forever.”  The disciples 
marveled at how soon this tree 
withered, therefore Jesus responded 
with this revealing promise; “Verily, 
I say unto you, if ye have faith, and 
doubt not, ye shall not only do this 

which is done to the fig tree, but also 
if ye shall say unto this mountain, be 
thou removed, and be thou cast into 
the sea; it shall be done” (Mtt. 21:21).

CAST INTO THE SEA
Jesus was  aware of the fact that the 
Jewish nation was represented by 
the fig tree.  In His answer to the 
disciples, He applied this incident 
to “this mountain.”  ‘Mountain’ 
in Biblical symbology represents a 
nation or kingdom.  He went on to 
say that the fig tree nation would be 
“cast into the sea.”  The ‘sea’ denotes 
the masses of humanity, into which 
the Jewish people were scattered 
after the destruction of their nation 
in AD 70.  This curse given by our 
Lord corresponds perfectly with what 
Jeremiah said, “And I will deliver them 
to be removed into all the kingdoms of 
the earth for their hurt” (24:9; 29:18).

Ancient Jewry of Jesus’ day under the 
leadership of the Pharisees, rejected 
Christ nationally and religiously.  
They repudiated His kingship over 
their nation and rejected Him as the 
promised Sacrifice for sin.  The end 
result of that course of action was 
prewritten by the ancient prophets.   
Our Lord plainly delineated His 
warning concerning His rejection by 
the Jews and  the result of their fateful 
action has since been recorded upon 
the pages of history.  The descriptive 
words that Jesus used in His 
denunciation of Jewry may seem quite 
harsh to the ears of churchmen today, 
but we must remember that these are 
the words of the glorious Son of God 
Himself.  Among His many words of 
denunciation, Jesus declared; “There 
shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, 
in the kingdom of God, and you 
yourselves thrust out” (Luke 13:28).  

These pronouncements from the lips of 
the righteous Judge of all the earth are 
unalterable by man.

THE VINEYARD
As Jesus continued to severely indict 
the Jewish nation and its leaders, they 
raised the question of His authority 
realizing He was a serious threat to 
their control of the people.  Jesus 
wisely related the story of the two 
sons who were told to work in their 
father’s vineyard.  The first son which 
represented the Northern House of 
Israel, first refused, but afterward 
repented and then obeyed.  The second 
son which represented the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah first consented to 
work in the vineyard, but afterward 
refused.  Jesus plainly told them they 
had ‘repented not’ of their rebellion 
even after being warned by the 
preaching of John the Baptist (Matt. 
21:23-32).

The final verdict that Jesus would 
give to the Jewish nation and their 
leaders was one that would be without 
limitation of time and apply to any 
subsequent establishment of their 
nation.  In His parable of the vineyard, 
Jesus was very direct in His reference 
to the Pharisee nation when He said 
that the Lord of the vineyard would 
“miserably destroy those wicked men” 
for rejecting the son who was the heir 
of the vineyard.  In fact those wicked 
men conspired and said, “Come, 
let us kill him, and let us seize on 
his inheritance.”  Jesus was clearly 
referring to Himself as the heir of the 
vineyard of the Lord which is the true 
House of Israel and the House of Judah   
(Matt. 21:33-46; Isa. 5:1-7).

(continued)
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NOT THE CHURCH
After referring to Himself as the 
rejected stone, Jesus made the following 
declarative prophetic statement. 
“Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom 
of God shall be taken from you, and 
given to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof” (Matt. 21:43).   Jesus 
did not say that the “Kingdom of God” 
would be given unto the Church, but 
unto another “nation” bringing forth 
the fruits thereof.  That ‘nation’ is none 
other than the true House of Israel 
which comprises the historical people of 
Northwestern European descent whose 
ancestors were the founders of the 
nations of western Christendom.  The 
chief priests and Pharisees perceived 
without a doubt that Jesus was referring 
to them and their loss of the kingdom.  
Their reaction was one of murderous 
envy, because they desired to lay hands 
on Him in order to kill Him. “And when 
the chief priests and Pharisees had 
heard his parables, they perceived that 
he spake of them. But when they sought 
to lay hands on him, they feared the 
multitude, because they took him for a 
prophet” (Matt. 21:45-46).

After  70 years of Babylonian captivity, 
the Judah nation was rebuilt and 
Jerusalem restored to provide the 
environment for the coming of the 
Messiah which took place about 450 
years later.  When Jesus the Messiah 
came, the Jewish leadership refused 
Him and conspired to have Him 
crucified.  They were the intended 
builders of the kingdom, but rejected 
the Chief Cornerstone.  Throughout 
His ministry Jesus accused them of not 
producing the fruit of the kingdom.  
In fact, He condemned them for their 
antagonism to God, oppression of the 
people, hypocrisy, false vows, outward
                      show of religion, false 
                      piety, boastings and self-
                       righteousness (Matt. 23).

 BELIEF OR UNBELIEF
The first fruit of the Kingdom of God 
is to accept and believe on the One 
whom the Father hath sent.  In response 
to one of Jesus’ miracles the question 
was asked; “What shall we do, that we 
might work the works of God?”  The 
Savior addressed the very heart of the 
matter when He said; “This is the work 
of God, that ye believe on Him whom He 
hath sent” (John 6:28-29).  Did the first 
century Jewish nation believe on Jesus 
who was sent from God the Father?  
Does the modern Jewish nation believe 
on Jesus who was sent from God the 
Father?  The first century nation was 
destroyed in AD 70 because of their 
utter rejection of the Son of God (Luke 
19:41).  Will the modern nation suffer 
that same fate?  Just like the first century 
Jewish nation, its modern counterpart 
has never produced any fruits of 
righteousness.  Have they accepted 
Jesus Christ as the virgin born Son of 
God or the Bible as God’s inspired Holy 
Word?  In spite of an enormous amount 
of moral and financial support given 
by the fundamental and evangelical 
Church, has the modern Zionist state 
given any official recognition that Jesus 
is the Messiah?

The fruits of the Kingdom of God such 
as “righteousness, peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:17), have 
never and presently does not proceed 
from the Zionist state.  Has the Jewish 
state brought spiritual life or material 
blessings to their neighbors in the 
region, or has hate, war and discontent 
been a constant by-product throughout 
its existence?  The fig tree nation 
has produced leaves, but no fruits of 
righteousness. The Zionist state has 
not produced any characteristics which 
are an indication that its establishment 
is the fulfillment of prophetic promise 
to presently be or even to become the 
Kingdom of God.

JESUS BEHELD THEIR CITY
Our Lord made plain His immutable 
denunciation upon the city of Jerusalem 
and the religion of Judaism in this 
account recorded by Luke; “And when 
he was come near, he beheld the city, 
and wept over it, Saying, If thou hadst 
known, even thou, at least in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace! but now they are hid from thine 
eyes. For the days shall come upon 
thee, that thine enemies shall cast a 
trench about thee, and compass thee 
round, and keep thee in on every side, 
And shall lay thee even with the ground, 
and thy children within thee; and they 
shall not leave in thee one stone upon 
another; because thou knewest not the 
time of thy visitation” (Luke 19:41-44).

Many prophets and saints of Old 
Testament fame longed to see the day 
when the Messiah would come.  This 
privilege was given to the Jews during 
the earthly life of Jesus Christ.  They 
deliberately turned a deaf ear and closed 
their eyes and minds to the Divine 
Visitor who walked among them for 
thirty three and a half years.  Instead of 
accepting Him, they rejected the Savior, 
the King of Glory.

For a more information order booklet 
# 77; “In Search of Jewish Identity” 
which is listed on the back cover of this 
magazine.
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THE ANCESTRY OF ABRAHAM
by Charles A. Jennings

One of the most prominent characters 
of Old Testament history is Abraham.  
The Biblical account  reveals much 
about his character and relationship 
with God.  He is introduced to us 
as one with whom God made an 
everlasting covenant through which 
all the families of the earth would be 
blessed.

The unilateral covenant that God 
made with Abraham and his family 
is highlighted throughout the book 
of Genesis.  This covenant was with 
Abraham and his physical offspring, 
yet he is known as the ‘father of the 
faithful’ to whosoever believes.  In 
Hebrews 11, Abraham is listed among 
the heroes of faith for his obedience to 
God’s call in “looking for a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God” (Heb. 11:8-10).

There seems to be no confusion 
among Christians concerning the 
life, call and character of this great 
patriarch, but where confusion and 
historical misunderstanding pervades is 
concerning the ancestry and progeny of 
Abraham.

It is quite clear from the sacred record 
that Abram was the father of Ishmael 
by Hagar, Sarai’s handmaid, before 
his name was changed to Abraham.   
Ishmael is generally considered to be 
the family ancestor of the Arabs.  After 
the death of Abraham’s wife Sarah, 
he fathered six sons by Keturah as 
listed in Genesis 25:6.  The only son 
who was considered to be the rightful 
heir to the covenantal blessings of his 
father was Isaac.  God made it clear to 
Abraham that “in Isaac shall thy seed 
be called.” (Gen. 21:12 and Gal. 3:16).

Where the modern misconception 
comes in is determining what people 

today constitute the family of Isaac. 
Isaac became the father of Esau and 
Jacob; with the latter receiving the 
ancestral blessings of his grandfather 
Abraham.  Jacob, whose name was 
changed to Israel, was the father of 
twelve sons who became known as the 
twelve tribes of Israel.  The fourth son 
of Jacob by his wife Leah was Judah 
who became the father of the Judahites.

After several hundred years the 
Judahites became known as ‘Jews.’  At 
this point is where many misinformed 
Christians consider every Israelite as a 
Jew.  To add insult to injury, Abraham 
himself is now being called a ‘Jew’ 
by a large segment of evangelical 
Christianity.

ABRAHAM WAS NOT A JEW

One of the most confusing and 
misunderstood concepts among many 
Bible students is the definition of the 
word ‘Jew.’  Most Christians today 
equate the word ‘Jew’ with Israel, 
Israelite and Hebrew.  The word ‘Jew’ 
has mistakenly become the generic 
term to refer to all twelve tribes of 
Jacob/Israel.  Even though just one son 
was called Judah, whose descendants 
could rightfully be called Jews, most 
Bible students still wrongfully refer to 
all Israelites as Jews.  They even go 
further in their error when they refer to 
Judah’s father Jacob as a Jew.  Their 
ignorance extends even further when 
they refer to Judah’s great grandfather 
Abraham as a Jew.  If Abraham was a 
Jew, of which he was not, because he 
was a Hebrew, then his father Terah 
had to be a Jew.  Then Terah’s ancestry 
had to be Jews all the way back to 
Adam.  This would make the whole 
Adamic race Jewish, which included 
all the people of the nations listed in 
Genesis chapters 5, 10 and 11.

When referring to Abraham as a Jew, 
this would make him a descendant 
of his own son Isaac’s yet unborn 
grandson Judah.  This would be a 
biological impossibility.  Therefore, 
being that Abraham was not a Jew, his 
son Isaac was not a Jew.  Isaac fathered 
his two sons who also were not Jewish.  
Isaac’s two sons, Jacob and Esau were 
Hebrews just like their father and 
grandfather.  Esau was definitely not 
Jewish, neither was his brother Jacob.  
The word ‘Jew’ as a contraction of the 
name Judah had not even come into 
being until hundreds of years later.

In II Kings 16:1-6 is the historical 
account of a military conflict involving 
the three nations of Judah, Israel and 
Syria.  Rezin, king of Syria and Pekah, 
king of Israel went up to Jerusalem, 
the capital city of Judah, to conquer 
it.  They were unsuccessful in their 
efforts to overcome the army of Ahaz, 
the Judean king.  As a side result of 
this battle the king of Syria recovered 
the city of Elath that had previously 
been conquered by the Jews.  He then 
proceeded to drive the Jews from that 
city.  The significant information this 
whole account tells us is that the Jews 
and the army of Israel were on opposite 
sides of this battle.  This means that the 
Israelites were not known as Jews, but 
only the people of Judah were called 
Jews.  This is the first mention of the 
word ‘Jews’ in the Holy Scriptures, 
which was approximately one thousand 
years after the birth of Judah, son 
of Jacob.   This should be evidence 
enough to every intellectually honest 
student that the term ‘Jew’ never did 
nor presently refers to all  
the family of Israel.

                        (continued)
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With these facts in mind, it is easy to 
see how blatant this egregious error 
has become.  In fact, it has moved from 
the harmless category of error to the 
most damaging category of heresy.  
Heresy is the perversion of knowledge.  
It has clouded the minds of so many 
Bible teachers that a whole system of 
prophetic theology has been built upon 
this false premise.  It is a theological 
castle of crumbling sand.

RENAMING AN ANCESTOR –  
AN IMPOSSIBILITY

To further identify the ancestral history 
of Abraham, we must consider his 
descent from his forefather Noah.   As 
recorded in Genesis 11, it is very clear 
that Abraham was a descendant of 
Noah’s son Shem.  Therefore Abraham 
was a Shemite, yet his family could not 
claim exclusive right to the designation 

‘Shemite’, because Shem had four 
sons other than Abraham’s forefather, 
Arphaxad.

Included in the line of Shem was a 
man called Eber (Gen. 11:14-17) or 
Heber who became the father of the 
Hebrews.  Abraham’s family could not 
claim exclusive right to the designation 
‘Hebrew’, because Eber had sons and 
daughters other than Abraham’s ancestor 
Peleg.  By racial ancestry, Abraham was 
an Adamite and by family genealogy 
was a Shemite-Hebrew (Abram the 
Hebrew – Gen. 14:13).

With his father and other family 
members, Abraham was living in the 
land of their nativity known as Ur of 
the Chaldees (Gen. 11:28).  So, by 
nationality Abraham was a Chaldean.  
If we carefully search the Bible, we 
must confess that we search in vain to 

find recorded even one such statement 
as: ‘Abraham the Jew’, ‘Abraham the 
first Jew’ or ‘Abraham the father of the 
Jews’.  The plural term ‘Jews’ was first 
used in II Kings 16:6 and the singular 
term ‘Jew’ was first used in Esther 
2:5.  Both terms first appeared several 
centuries after the death of Abraham.

The term ‘Jew’ linguistically is derived 
from the Hebrew word ‘ye-hu-dah’ 
or Judah, Jacob’s fourth son.  The 
descendants of this one man Judah, 
and of the single tribe of Judah, came 
the people which later became known 
as ‘Jews’.  We must also consider that 
many Jews had intermarried with non-
Hebrew Shemitic people, yet remained 
known as Jews.  It is impossible and 
illogical to rename an ancestor after 
the name of his descendant as so many 
uninformed Christians do today by 
calling Abraham a Jew. 

THE ANCESTRY OF ABRAHAM

                   SHEM         Born 2386 B.C.

    ELAM   ASSHUR   ARPHAXAD  11:10-11 LUD   ARAM
Gen. 14:1 Assyrians

       SALAH       11:12-13   ARAMEANS
              (ARAMAIC)

     SYRIANS
         EBER         11:14-15  (Hebrews)

(Genesis)

         JOKTAN     PELEG       11:16-17 
          I Chr. 1:19-23 

               13 sons 
         Arabian tribes        REU         11:18-19 

           SERUG        11:20-21

    NAHOR        11:22-23

     TERAH        11:24-25
  

                       NAHOR   22:20-24 (12 SONS)      ABRAM     11:26-32   HARAN
         Born  1996 B.C.



No more challenging, swiftly moving 
drama has ever been indited [written] 
than is to be found in the New Testament 
books and letters which narrate the 
activities and achievements of the first 
Christians.  We may be sure that in those 
few matchless documents the half has 
not been told. There are so many other 
things they did which, as John said of 
their Master whose works they emulated, 
“if they should be written every one, I 
suppose that even the world itself could 
not contain the books”  (John 21:25).  
Among the many things those first 
Christians did that are not mentioned 
in the New Testament, perhaps the 
most important was the introduction of 
Christianity into Great Britain.

Not only was the ancient British 
Race the first nation to recognize 
Christianity, but all available evidence 
also go to show that Glastonbury (in 
Somersetshire) was the first Christian 
Church building in the world and that it 
was built by Joseph of Arimathea and 
his associates.   The famous Vatican 
Librarian, Cardinal Baronius, discovered 
an ancient manuscript in the Vatican 
telling of Joseph of Arimathea, Lazarus, 
Martha and Mary landing at Marseilles 
in A.D. 35.  This is in agreement with 
the records of the early English historian 
William of Malmesbury, who states that 
Joseph of Arimathea (who took care of 
our Lord’s body after the Crucifixion), 
accompanied by eleven missionaries 
under his charge, came to Britain from 
France, having been sent by Philip the 
Apostle, and that the British King gave 
them Ynys-vitrin or Glastonbury and 
twelve Hides of land [hide is an old 
English measure of land, from 80-120 
acres].   Confirmatory of this Doomsday 
Book contains the following entry:
“The Church of Glastonbury has in 
its own ville twelve Hides of Land, 
which have never paid tax.” (Doomsday 
Survey, folio p. 249b).

HISTORICAL FACTS

It should be realized that the stories of 
Joseph of Arimathea’s visits to Britain 
on business prior to the introduction of 
Christianity, though probably true, are 
legendary, whereas his coming to Britain 
as the first Christian missionary about 
A.D. 36, is an established fact of history, 
and it is amazing that this is not more 
generally known.

These statements disagree with the 
widely accepted supposition that 
Christianity was first brought to the 
British Isles by Augustine in A.D. 
597.  Out of abundant evidence which 
disproves the Roman claim we quote 
from a few authoritative sources.

Eusebius, the father of Church History, 
who lived three centuries before 
Augustine, says, “The Apostles passed 
beyond the ocean to the isles called the 
Britannic Isles.”

Gildas, a British historian born in A. D. 
516, wrote: “Meanwhile, these islands 
. . . received the beams of light, that is, 
the Holy precepts of Christ, the true 
Sun . . .at the later part, as we know, 
of the reign of Tiberius Caesar.”  Note 
the words, ‘as we know’; they suggest 
that the historical fact he mentions was 
generally known and accepted in his 
day.  Tiberius Caesar was the Roman 
Emperor at the time of Christ’s death.  
He reigned from B.C.14 to A.D. 37., 
therefore the Gospel was carried to 
Britain before A.D. 37.

Another well-known missionary to 
Britain was Simon Zelotes, one of the 
twelve apostles.  Dorotheus, who was 
Bishop of Tyre about A.D. 303, tells 
us that Simon Zelotes preached Christ 
along the African coast and then went 
to Britain.  Aristobulus also went to 
the British Isles.  The eminent scholar, 
Alford, says, “it is perfectly certain 
that before St. Paul had come to Rome, 
Aristobulus was absent in Britain.”  
Haleca, Bishop of Augusta, adds this 
information:  “The memory of many 
martyrs is celebrated by the Britons, 
especially that of St. Aristobulus, one 
of the seventy Disciples.”  According 
to Dorotheus, “Aristobulus, who is 
mentioned by the Apostle in his epistle 
to the Romans (16:10) was made Bishop 
in Britain.

PAUL IN BRITAIN

And what about that chief prince in 
Benjamin’s tribe – the Apostle Paul?  
Theodoretus tells us that “Paul preached 
the Gospel to the Britons and others in 
the West.”  Capellus, in his History of 
the Apostles, states: “I scarcely know of 
one author, from the times of the Fathers 
downwards, who does not maintain that 
St. Paul, after his liberation, preached 

in every country in Western Europe, 
Britain included.”  From his research, 
Bishop Burgess drew this conclusion. 
“Of St. Paul’s journey to Britain we have 
as satisfactory proof as any historical 
question can demand.”  (Independence 
of the British Church)  In II Timothy 
4:21, Paul sent greetings to Timothy 
from a British prince and princess.  
“Eubulus greeteth thee,  and Pudens, and 
Linus and Claudia, and all the Brethren.”  
Linus and Claudia were the son and 
daughter of the British King Caradoc or 
Caratacus.  Claudia was the wife of the 
Roman nobleman Pudens, who is said by 
some historians to have been Paul’s half 
brother. 
Editor’s note:   Adam Clarke, 
the imminent Bible scholar and 
commentator of Great Britain, made 
the following comments under his entry 
on Matthew 24:14.   “We are under no 
necessity to restrain the phrase to the 
Roman empire, as previously to the 
destruction of Jerusalem, the Gospel 
was not only preached in the lesser 
Asia, and Greece, and Italy, the greatest 
theatres of action then in the world; but 
was likewise propagated as far north as 
SCYTHIA; as far south as ETHIOPIA; 
as far east as PARTHIA and India; and 
as far west as Spain and Britain.  On 
this point Bishop Newton goes on to 
say, That there is some probability that 
the Gospel was preached in the British 
nations by St. Simon the apostle; that 
there is much greater probability that it 
was preached here by St. Paul; and that 
there is an absolute certainty that it was 
planted here in the times of the apostles, 
before the destruction of Jerusalem.”  
Taken from “The New Testament of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”  by Adam 
Clarke, LL.D, F.S.A.,  Vol. 1 Matthew chap. 
XXIV, verse 14,   
page 229.

GLASTONBURY

The ruins of Glastonbury Abbey stand 
on the site of the old Wattle Church 
built originally by Joseph of Arimathea. 
Regarding it Sir Henry Spelman says:  
“It is certain that Britain received the 
faith in the first age from the first sowers 
of the Word.  Of all the churches whose 
origin I have investigated 
in Britain, the church of 
Glastonbury is the most 
ancient.”  Archbishop 
Ussher declares:  
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“The British National Church was 
founded A.D. 36, a hundred and sixty 
years before heathen Rome confessed 
Christianity.  The Mother Church 
of the British Isles is the church in 
Insula Avallonia, called by the Saxons, 
Glaston.”  In A.D. 1517 Theodore 
Martin (Lovar) wrote:  “It is not 
too much to say that the site of St. 
Mary’s Church in the abbey grounds 
at Glastonbury is the site of the first 
known above-ground church in the 
world.”  

During the reign of King Lucius, A.D. 
179, Britain formally acknowledged 
Jesus Christ as the Messiah, thereby 
becoming the first Christian nation 
in the world.  Origen, born A.D. 185 
at Alexandria and considered the 
most distinguished and influential 
theologian in the early church, 
wrote in the beginning of the next 
century,   “The land of Britain has 
received the religion of Christ.”  
According to Roberts, “Bishop Fuller 
tells us that Lucius converted the 
three Arch-Flamens and the twenty-
eight Flamens of the Druids into so 
many Archbishops and Bishops of 
the Christian Church.  He could not 
have done this unless the Druids had 
generally accepted Christianity as the 
National Religion.” (Early British 
Church)   In making this change 
the Druids were not “called upon so 
much to reverse their ancient faith 
as to lay it down for a fuller and 
more perfect revelation.”  Sabellius, 
a third century Christian presbyter 
and theologian, stated:  “Christianity 
was privately confessed elsewhere, 
but the first nation that proclaimed 
it as their religion, and called itself 
Christian after the name of Christ, 
was Britain.”  The following extract 
from  Chrysostom, Patriarch of 
Constantinople A.D. 347-407  and the 
most famous of the Greek Fathers, 
shows the rapid spread and influence 
of the gospel among the Britons during 
the first three centuries of the Christian 
era: “The British Isles which are 
beyond the sea (Mediterranean) and 
which lie in the ocean have received 
the virtue of the Word . . . Though 
thou shouldest go to the ocean, to the 
British Isles, there thou shouldest hear 
all men everywhere discoursing
                              matters out of the
                        Scriptures, with another
                                voice indeed, but
                                not another faith; 

with a different tongue, but the same 
judgment.”  (Chrysostomi Orat)  The 
Irish branch of the Celtic Church did 
so much missionary work before the 
days of Augustine that Ireland became 
known as the “Isle of Saints.”

At the Councils of Pisa, Constance, 
Basle and Sena in the fifteenth century 
the date of the founding of the British 
Church was questioned on political 
grounds by the ambassador of France 
and Spain.  The final decision of all, 
confirmed a third time by the Council 
of Sena, was that  precedence must be 
given to the English Church as having 
been founded by Joseph of Arimathea 
“immediately after the passion of 
Christ.”

John Scott of Glasgow sums up the 
matter as follows:  “Christianity came 
direct to these islands from the East 
shortly after the death of Christ in the 
first century A.D.  The vigour of its 
early converts may be gauged by the 
fact that missionaries from the British 
Church founded the churches of Gaul 
(France) Lotharingia (Lorraine) and 
Helvetia (Switzerland).  It was five 
and a half centuries later that the 
first papal emissary in the person of 
Augustine set foot on these shores.  
His claim of supremacy for the 
Roman Bishop was rejected by the 
then British Church, but his ministry 
amongst the Angles, Jutes and Saxons, 
who had recently immigrated from the 
continent, and who, although of the 
same stock as the Britons, were still 
pagan, enabled him to gain a footing 
and establish a church on the island.  
This nation was the last and least 
influenced by the Papacy.”

With the coming of Martin Luther, the 
Protestant Reformation, the printing 
press and the expansion of Britain’s 
maritime power Christianity extended 
rapidly “unto the uttermost part of  
the earth.”

NORTH AMERICA

Even as early as the year 1000 Leif 
Erickson introduced Christianity into 
Greenland and according to some 
historians, later discovered North 
America.  So often mention has 
already been made of our Pilgrim 
Fathers whose zeal for Christ so 
largely influenced the moral and 
spiritual standards of Colonial life.    

Out of these beginnings came the vast 
missionary enterprises of the 19th and 
20th centuries; also the magnificent 
work done by such institutions as 
the American Bible Society, and the 
British and Foreign Bible Society 
in sending the Gospel light to the 
benighted peoples of the whole world.

These historical facts are of 
tremendous importance.  In them 
we find our own background -
- the roots of genuine American 
character  --   and the destiny of 
Anglo-Saxon, Christian Israel.  Let us 
now summarize our findings for the 
purpose of orienting our history and 
our place in the prophetic Scriptures.  
When we find modern nations whose 
history parallels every Bible prophecy 
concerning Israel, we may then be 
certain that we have discovered that 
great branch of Abraham’s family 
with whom God sealed His everlasting 
covenant.  

Editor’s Note:  Every honest minded 
Bible believer must ask himself or 
herself if the above facts hold any 
significance as to the plan and purpose 
of God.  Since Christianity is the 
vehicle whereby God has chosen for 
the advancement of the Gospel, is 
there any viable reason that Western 
Civilization was the first to accept 
the Gospel into its personal and 
national life?   We are compelled to 
believe from Scriptural injunction 
that God controls both spiritual and 
secular history.  Therefore it is logical 
to accept the fact that God chose 
the nations of the West wherein to 
establish Christendom.  The word 
Christendom itself denotes the 
“dominion of Christ;”
dom = a shortened form of dominion 
and Christ.  Concerning the gifts 
and callings of God for His people 
Israel, Isaiah makes it clear that it 
would be with a people located in 
the isles.  “Listen, O isles, unto me; 
and hearken, ye people, from far; 
The LORD hath called me from the 
womb; from the bowels of my mother 
hath he made mention of my name. 
And he hath made my mouth like a 
sharp sword; in the shadow of his 
hand hath he hid me, and made me a 
polished shaft; in his quiver hath he 
hid me; And said unto me, Thou art 
my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be 
glorified” (Isa. 49:1-3).
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“I will sing unto the LORD; I will sing praise 
to the LORD God of Israel”  Judges 5:3

“I will sing unto the LORD; I will sing praise 
to the LORD God of Israel”  Judges 5:3

HE GIVETH MORE GRACE
 
The lives of some of God’s children are filled with 
repeated victories, notable accomplishments and 
widespread recognition.  The lives of others saints 
are filled with disappointments, undeserved suffering, 
physical pain and heartaches.  Thus was the life of Annie 
Johnson Flint in whose poem “He Giveth More Grace” 
expresses a calm trust and confidence in the providence of 
God, in spite of lifelong adversities.

Annie was born on December 29, 1866 of English and 
Scottish ancestry, to Eldon and Jean Johnson in Vineland, 
New Jersey.  Three years later tragedy struck their home 
with the death of Annie’s 23 year old mother, after the 
birth of her second baby girl.  In the father’s desperation 
to find a suitable home for his two young daughters, he 
placed them in the guardianship of the widow of an army 
comrade.  There the girls remained for two years where 
they were unwanted.

Fortunately, a kind and caring neighbor known as ‘Aunt’ 
Susie took notice of the two girls and  determined to find 
a Christian home for them. ’Aunt’ Susie was a school 
teacher who was boarding in the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Flint.  Mr. Johnson was pleased when the Flints expressed 
their desire to adopt his daughters.  At the time he was 
suffering from an incurable disease and desired that his 
children be raised in a Christian home.  The Flints were 
sincere Baptist Christians who lovingly raised the girls in 
the fear and admonition of the Lord.

When Annie was eight years old, the family moved from 
their country home to the nearby town of Vineland.  Soon 
after, Annie attended a Methodist revival meeting where 
she accepted Jesus as her personal Savior.  It was during 
these early and formative years when she developed a 
deep interest and ability to express herself in poetic verse.  
When she was fourteen, the family moved to Camden 
where the two girls continued their education.  The Flints 
not only trained the girls in the ways of Christian living, 
but in the principles of self reliance, fiscal responsibility 
and appreciation for material possessions. 

Annie’s personality was generally cheerful and optimistic 
as she enjoyed life to the fullest.  Soon after finishing 
high school, she signed a three year contract as a 
teacher.  During her second year she began to suffer 
from arthritis which grew progressively worse.  Soon it 

was extremely difficult for her to walk.  Through ‘Aunt’ 
Susie’s suggestion, Annie was admitted for treatment in 
the sanitarium at Clifton Springs, New Jersey.  Unable to 
help her, the doctor’s diagnosis was grim and she became 
a helpless invalid.  About this same time both adoptive 
parents passed away.  With her fingers badly bent and 
joints severely swollen, yet with a cheerful attitude, she 
began to write hundreds of poems that reflected a trust in 
God, knowing that He doeth all things well.

In spite of the severe constant pain she endured and the 
financial obligations at the sanitarium, she never  
wavered in her faith knowing that God would glorify 
Himself through her suffering.  Along with the great 
Apostle, she believed; “My Grace is sufficient for thee: 
For my strength is made perfect in weakness.”  For more 
than forty years she endured daily physical suffering until 
her death on September 8, 1932.

The music to Annie’s poem “He Giveth More Grace” 
was written by Hubert Mitchell in 1938 while visiting 
his friend, Pastor Luke Rader of Minneapolis.  While in 
a deep spiritual struggle over whether to leave the U.S. 
on an overseas mission tour, as the threat of a world war 
loomed eminent, the Holy Spirit inspired him to write the 
music to Annie’s poem.

He giveth more grace when the  
burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength as the  
labors increase,
To added afflictions He addeth His mercy,
To multiplied trials His multiplied peace.

When we have exhausted our store  
of endurance,
When our strength has failed ere the  
day is half done,
When we reach the end of our  
hoarded resources,
Our Father’s full giving is only begun.

Refrain:
His love has no limit, His grace  
has no measure,
His power has no boundary known  
unto men,
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,
He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again.
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