
 

Page 1 of 5.  Signed Chairman   Date 15th Oct 

 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Bluntisham Parish Council  
 Wednesday 5th August 2020 at 6.00pm virtual Zoom meeting ID:813 8770 

3317 
Present: Mr Mark Berg, Mr Frank Hudson (phone), Mrs Mary Groombridge, Mrs Cynthia 
Curtis, Mr Martin Crowhurst, Mr Gary James, Mrs Philippa Hope, Mrs Jayne Smith & Mrs 
Tracey Davidson (Clerk) 
Also present: Cllr Jon Neish & 2 members of the public 

 Open forum  
The Vice Chairman welcomed all to the Zoom meeting and opened the open forum.  No 
questions were raised.  The meeting opened at 6.02pm 

 

74  Dispensation Forms received and decisions given - None  
75  Declarations of interest for items on the agenda – Mrs Philippa Hope pecuniary interest 

item 84 BACS run 17th July.   
 

76  Apologies for absence –Mr Roger Steel, Mr Rob Gore, Cllr Steve Criswell.  Cllr Mark Berg 
arriving late.  No contact from Cllr Besley. 

 

77  Sports Clubs  
The clerk shared the risk assessments for the blasters and senior football clubs with a view to 
start playing friendly matches in August and then joining the league when it starts in 
September, dates to be confirmed.  The clerk asked for dates of all matches to ensure the car 
parks are not overcrowded due to other activities. 
It was agreed that refreshments wouldn’t be served for both junior and senior matches in 
August and only then the juniors may offer an outside refreshment stand.  The old changing 
room toilets will be available and will have signs advising one person in and out.  Hand 
sanitiser will be provided and signs advising to wash hands inside.  During August the 
Blasters/Senior clubs are to be responsible for cleaning of the toilets but the Parish Council 
will take responsibility for cleaning on Monday & Fridays from September. 
The clerk advised that both the risk assessments will be published on the parish council 
website. 
Helen Saunders asked if the parish council would fund A-frame boards to publish social 
distancing.  The clerk advised that she would be happy to print onto A3 and laminate any signs 
to be displayed in the windows of the old village hall and the notice boards rather than 
purchasing a dedicated board. 
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78  The Chairman joined the meeting and took over the Chair from the Vice Chair. 
Planning: 

x Enforcement Update – the clerk shared the update from Kerry Hampson: 
19/00104/ENOTH – 15 Colne Road – they are working with the current owners to 
resolve the issue as the property has recently sold stc. 
19/00110/ENBOC – Station Road – the owner has advised a replacement tree will be 
planted in November, weather permitting. 
18/00171/ENBDOM – the planning application 19/00969/FUL is still outstanding.  
Once the decision is reached the application will be updated. 
18/00255/ENCARA – Environmental Health & Planning Enforcement are still 
working on their investigations. 
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x Planning application update – the clerk has updated the list and no new applications 
have been received this month.  For the detailed list click here. 

x Licensing Act 2003 – Draft statement of licensing policy – consultation.  The clerk 
advised of the consultation period and comments should be made no later than 11 
September 2020. 

x 20/01094/TREE – to manage trees.  1 The Paddock, Bluntisham.  The clerk discussed 
the application for work to the trees and all agreed the tree work was essential to 
protect the individual trees.  (Proposed Mr Frank Hudson, seconded Mr Gary James.  
All agreed.) 

x Buckden submission (regulation 16) Neighbourhood Plan – consultation 23.7.29-
1.9.20.  The clerk advised of the consultation period and comments should be made no 
later than 1st September 2020. 

79  Minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 1st July 2020 to be approved and signed by 
the Chairman – The minutes were signed virtually by the Chairman and scanned to the clerk 
to avoid unnecessary contact.  (Proposed Mr Martin Crowhurst, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  
All agreed.) 

 

80  Matters arising from previous minutes not on the agenda – The clerk advised the quote for 
additional CCTV at the village hall remains outstanding. 

Clerk 

81  FY2020/21 Accounts to end July 2020 – Mrs Philippa Hope advised the accounts had been 
updated to reflect the reduction in the village hall income and expenditure.  The finance 
committee will keep a close eye on village hall expenditure as no income is expected until 
October at the earliest.  The electricity and gas usage for the village hall remains low and will 
continue to while the hall is not in use.  All expenditure is normal for the month with the 
exception of the large payment of £5,880.00 which was for the village hall toilet 
improvements.   
Income July- £4,272.27 
Expenditure July - £9,380.27 
Bank Balance Lloyds: £ 33,883.45 
Savings Account: £57,454.88  
(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Gary James.  All agreed.) 

 
 
 

82  District & County Council report 
Cllr Steve Criswell emailed the following:  Please accept my apologies for this evening, I’ve 
only just noticed it’s at 6pm again, so unfortunately cannot make it. 
I have very little to add to my newsletter report of last month. Staff are gradually planning for 
business as usual, but the Covid challenge is still very much with us. We have small outbreaks 
across the county and are working with households, care homes and businesses on 
containment.  Capacity for Testing is good and the national team who undertake Tracking have 
trackers sitting idle. Unfortunately, the main issue is compliance. Not taking precautions 
seriously, not getting a test when showing symptoms, not responding to Tracking calls and not 
being willing to isolate. That data is shared, so locally we are trying to add to prevention where 
we can. Our colleagues in Peterborough, where outbreaks are more prevalent, have local teams 
resorting to door knocking. 
A lot of work is underway to plan our future service delivery model for life after Shire Hall. 
Working with partners has increased dramatically during the Covid crisis, so we are hoping to 
keep those working relationships going. We are planning our Annual Parish Conference on-
line for mid-October, so more will be shared at that event.  Any questions please contact me. 
Cllr Jon Neish – discussed the planning update correspondence received from the Ministry of 
Housing, Communities & Local Government.  Click here for a copy of the briefing note 
advising of the consultation period.  The Parish Council will discuss their response in due 
course, date to be arranged. 
The discretionary grant scheme was extended, and a further 200 businesses received support.  
The money has now run out.  The question around re-introducing car parking charges is still 
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ongoing but the balance between supporting local businesses ‘v’ the additional income is 
tricky. 
The parish council has been awarded £250 from the community chest fund subject to the 
parish council match funding the amount for making the village hall COVID safe ahead of re-
opening. 
Finally, residents are being asked for suggestions for a name for one of the refuse lorries.  
Please email your proposed name along with an explanation of why you think your name is a 
suitable choice before 16th August to wasteminimisation@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  

83  Village Hall  
x Covid 19 re opening – the clerk discussed the potential for re-opening the village hall.  

Having spoken with all hirers, who are allowed to return to their activity, about half are 
interested in returning in September, but with reduced numbers.  The activities still not 
allowed to take place indoors include; dancing (including Zumba) & boxing.  All 
fitness classes need to be spaced out to allow a minimum of 3m between attendees and 
the instructor.  Based on this advice class sizes will need to be reduced by at least 50% 
and the small meeting rooms will not be suitable for classes at the moment.  In order 
for all hirers to return they will need to provide the clerk with an updated risk 
assessment, similar to those produced by the cricket and football clubs, showing that 
they will be taking responsibility for attendee details and personal hygiene while in the 
hall.  The clerk will update and share the village hall RA with all regular hirers which 
needs to be approved by hirers before they can return.  Therefore, it was agreed to 
remain closed during August and get the hall & hirers ready for potentially returning in 
September.  The decision to be made formally at the meeting on 2nd September.  
(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Gary James.  All agreed.) 
The clerk has been contacted by the Spinney Surgery in St Ives with a view to using 
the village hall to undertake a flu clinic on Monday 21st September.  Clarification of 
who would be eligible to attend was raised and the clerk is to get the answers to; how 
many patients are eligible for a flu jab are from Bluntisham and can any Bluntisham 
resident eligible for a flu jab attend the clinic?  The surgery would be looking to use the 
village hall free of charge but would be willing to work with the clerk on the logistics if 
allowed.  It was agreed that if all residents of Bluntisham who were eligible could 
attend to support the request but if not depending on the numbers would depend on the 
decision.  (Proposed Mr Gary James, seconded Mr Martin Crowhurst.  All agreed.) 

x Car park anti-social behaviour issues – the clerk shared details of instances of anti-
social behaviour taking place in the main village hall car park.  Having viewed the 
CCTV there are regularly 2 vehicles with 4 participants in each vehicle enjoying a 
drink and other activities.  While the CCTV doesn’t record sound residents of 
Sumerling Way have complained on several occasions about the noise.  When reported 
to the police they have confirmed that they didn’t have the resources to send officers 
out.  Therefore, the clerk suggested installing a lockable folding bollard costing £95 at 
the entrance to the road leading up to the top car park in an attempt to stop this 
behaviour.  All hirers who need access will be given access to a key and the last one 
leaving would be responsible for putting the bollard up to secure the car park.  A 
question around the fire service accessing the hall if needed was raised and Cllr Neish 
advised that they have the equipment to cut the lock if needed and therefore this 
shouldn’t be a cause for concern.  It was agreed to undertake this work asap to reduce 
any further anti-social behaviour.  (Proposed Mrs Mary Groombridge, seconded Mrs 
Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed.) 
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84  Accounts for payment for July 
x BACS run 17th July with a total of £9,003.05 was authorised by Mr Mark Berg and Mr 

Rob Gore, no further BACS run was needed for this month.  (Proposed Mrs Cynthia 
Curtis, seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed with the exception of Mrs Philippa 
Hope who declared a pecuniary interest) 
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85  Audit AGAR approve section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2019/20 – All agreed 
with the statement.  (Proposed Mr Gary James, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All approved)  

 

86  Audit AGAR approve section 2 – Accounting statement 2019/20 – All agreed with the 
statement.  (Proposed Mr Gary James, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All approved) 

 

87  Internal audit report – the clerk shared the initial draft report ahead of the meeting and 
suggests discussing this at the next meeting once the additional information has been 
completed. 

Clerk 

88  SLCC Membership 2020/21 – it was agreed to continue with the membership.  (Proposed 
Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed.) 

 

89  COVID 19 
x Volunteer update – the clerk advised that there were still 45 people volunteering for 

40 people, however, this has reduced significantly this week.  It was agreed to continue 
to review the scheme at each meeting amending as necessary. 

 

90  Village Maintenance: 
x Bins – the clerk advised that the issue remains outstanding and Cllr Beuttell is helping 

to get a decision confirmed and will chase on her return from her holiday.   
The clerk advised that Walter Smith was appointed on 17th July as the new 
groundsperson and has made a great start.  The parish council passed on their thanks to 
Andrew Wager for his hard work over the last 2 years and look forward to working 
with Walter Smith.  The Ransome has been repaired and while there is still a problem 
with it overheating, Walter is aware of the action needed to prevent the radiator from 
exploding in the future.  It was agreed to leave the John Deere repairs to the grass 
mulching kit until it goes in for its annual service later in the year.  The clerk advised 
the strimmer was left with the safety guard missing and therefore a new strimmer was 
needed.  It was agreed to purchase a Honda 4 stroke petrol strimmer at a cost of 
£287.50 ex VAT from Garden Machinery Direct.  (Proposed Mr Martin Crowhurst, 
seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed.) 

x SID data – Rectory Road.  The clerk shared and published the data from the SID which 
was on Rectory Road since May.  A maximum speed of 111mph was recorded, 
however, despite this the average remained at 31mph.  The SID is now located in 
Wood End and the clerk will remove data and move on a monthly basis again. 
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91  Committee updates: 
x Allotments – Mr Frank Hudson advised that plots 9B & 12B remain overgrown.  The 

clerk has confirmed that Plot 13B has been re-allocated.  The water tank in the lower 
half of the allotment is out of use and is awaiting repairs.  The water was off for 24 
hours while the tank was isolated.  The repairs will be carried out asap. 
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92  Correspondence received: 
x Steve Pitt – correspondence regarding the smells from ENVAR was discussed.  It was 

agreed the clerk is to: 
Contact ENVAR to obtain a copy of their complaints procedure and share with Mr Pitt.  
Email all neighbouring clerks to see if anyone is interested in a working group to 
record any concerns from the smell from ENVAR.   
Obtain a copy of the planning conditions and share with Mr Pitt. 
Share Mr Pitt’s original correspondence with Cllr Criswell for comments. 
Cllr Neish is to contact Environmental Health to raise concerns with the smell. 

x Martin Willis -the clerk shared correspondence regarding mountain bikes using the 
dog walk.  A discussion around not allowing bikes to use the cyclepath took place and 
it was agreed at the moment to leave it as it is but if any further reports are made to 
reconsider the use of the dog walk.  If people experience a problem with dangerous 
riding of mountain bikes around the dog walk area please report to the clerk. 

x Great Ouse Valley Trust – the clerk shared the minutes and Chairman’s report 
following the virtual meeting in July. 
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93  Items for consideration (for information only) 
The clerk advised the annual adobe license is due for renewal at a cost of £104.18.  It was 
agreed this was an essential piece of software as all documents are saved as pdfs for the 
website.   
Meeting closed 8.31pm  
 
Next meeting Wednesday 2nd September 2020 @ 6pm 

 
Clerk 

 
Bluntisham 100 club draw took place:  
 
1st place wins £50 – 77 Alison Jones 
2nd place wins £20 – 9 Cynthia Curtis 
3rd place wins £10 – 71 Mr & Mrs Spendiff 
 


