
On the Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time we hear Wisdom marvel at God's ways. Paul writes to his friend, Philemon, 
about Philemon's slave, Onesimus, who is now a convert and in prison with Paul. Paul asks that he be taken back as a son 
or a brother. In Luke's Gospel, Jesus tells the crowd that following him will involve radical conversion and requires that 
each us discern if we can prepare for the self-denial required.

Thursday is the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, with its own special readings. Friday is the Memorial of 
Saint Peter Claver, Priest.

In our first reading, we continue with Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians, an intimate look at the struggles of an early 
Church community.

In Luke's Gospel this week we see Jesus healing a man on the Sabbath, in a synagogue, right in front of his religious critics 
who plot to deal with him. Jesus then spends a night in prayer and calls his twelve closest followers. When people come 
to him from all over, he heals them. Jesus announces that the poor, the hungry, those who weep, and those hated or 
excluded or denounced because of him are the blessed. He warns those who are rich, filled, laughing and spoken well of, 
for their fates will be reversed. Jesus urges us to love our enemies. “Stop judging and you will not be judged. Stop 
condemning and you will not be condemned.” He cautions not to be quick to see the splinter in someone else's eye when 
we do not notice the “wooden beam” in our own eyes. He says that we will be known by our fruit. It is only by building 
our lives upon him, as a firm foundation, can we hope to survive crises.

God's loving mercy and forgiveness to us is the central message in Luke's Gospel for the Twenty-fourth Sunday of 
Ordinary Time. Knowing that his audience includes not only the sinners but also the judgmental religious leaders, Jesus 
offers three parables about mercy, ending with the powerful story of the Prodigal Son. The father says to the jealous older 
son, “You are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your 
brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.”

Daily Prayer This Week

This week's daily communion with our Lord can be about the mysteries of self-sacrifice and healing. In the back of our 
minds each day, we can have a desire to take time out of our busy days just as Jesus did, for prayer and speaking to his 
Father. We can be aware of the judgmental religious leaders of Jesus' time, who ignored the beam of wood in their own eyes 
to point out the splinter in someone else's eye. We can also ask for the vision to see how we might be blind to our own snap 
judgments of others.

If we begin each morning by praying a desire, the rest will follow for the day. “Good morning, Lord. Thank you for this 
day. Help me today to bring to you the parts of myself that need your healing. Be with me as I face the poverty, hunger 
or tears of this day.” We can go into this prayer, in more depth or detail while we are in the shower or getting dressed. If 
we let these desires make their way into the background of our day, we can focus our consciousness no matter what we 
are doing.

Even in activities that require “our full consciousness” and attention, it is possible to shape that consciousness in the 
context of our desires. For example, I might be in an important meeting, that doesn't allow me to daydream. But, I can walk 
into that meeting room saying in my heart, “Okay, Lord, be with me here. While I'm so tempted to be seen as a 'success' 
here, heal all of that focus on myself and free me to do my best and to be attentive to the needs of others. Let me focus on 
you and your desires for the greater good here.”

Especially when we are facing something that is quite difficult, requiring real self-sacrifice and genuine love, we can let 
our background conversation with the Lord release us from our “typical” response or behaviour. “Lord, I'm so full of fear 
sometimes. I see you boldly heal the ma n with the withered hand in front of the steely gaze of your critics. You healed 
because you knew it was the right and compassionate thing to do. Help me to be more courageous in choosing the right 
thing in my life today.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm
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Dear brothers and sisters!

“Listen to the voice of creation” is the theme and invitation of this year’s Season of Creation. The ecumenical phase begins 
on 1 September with the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and concludes on 4 October with the feast of Saint 
Francis. It is a special time for all Christians to pray and work together to care for our common home. Originally inspired 
by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, this Season is an opportunity to cultivate our “ecological conversion”, 
a conversion encouraged by Saint John Paul II as a response to the “ecological catastrophe” predicted by Saint Paul VI back 
in 1970.[1]

If we learn how to listen, we can hear in the voice of creation a kind of dissonance. On the one hand, we can hear a sweet 
song in praise of our beloved Creator; on the other, an anguished plea, lamenting our mistreatment of this our common 
home.

The sweet song of creation invites us to practise an “ecological spirituality” (Laudato Si’, 216), attentive to God’s presence 
in the natural world. It is a summons to base our spirituality on the “loving awareness that we are not disconnected from 
the rest of creatures, but joined in a splendid universal communion” (ibid., 220). For the followers of Christ in particular, 
this luminous experience reinforces our awareness that “all things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being” (Jn 1:3). In this Season of Creation, we pray once more in the great cathedral of creation, and revel 
in the “grandiose cosmic choir”[2] made up of countless creatures, all singing the praises of God. Let us join Saint Francis 
of Assisi in singing: “Praise be to you, my Lord, for all your creatures” (cf. Canticle of Brother Sun). Let us join the 
psalmist in singing, “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!” (Ps 150:6).

Tragically, that sweet song is accompanied by a cry of anguish. Or even better: a chorus of cries of anguish. In the first 
place, it is our sister, mother earth, who cries out. Prey to our consumerist excesses, she weeps and implores us to put an 
end to our abuses and to her destruction. Then too, there are all those different creatures who cry out. At the mercy of a 
“tyrannical anthropocentrism” (Laudato si’, 68), completely at odds with Christ’s centrality in the work of creation, 
countless species are dying out and their hymns of praise silenced. There are also the poorest among us who are crying out. 
Exposed to the climate crisis, the poor feel even more gravely the impact of the drought, flooding, hurricanes and heat 
waves that are becoming ever more intense and frequent. Likewise, our brothers and sisters of the native peoples are crying 
out. As a result of predatory economic interests, their ancestral lands are being invaded and devastated on all sides, 
“provoking a cry that rises up to heaven” (Querida Amazonia, 9). Finally, there is the plea of our children. Feeling menaced 
by shortsighted and selfish actions, today’s young people are crying out, anxiously asking us adults to do everything 
possible to prevent, or at least limit, the collapse of our planet’s ecosystems.
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Listening to these anguished cries, we must repent and modify our lifestyles and destructive systems. From its very first 
pages, the Gospel calls us to “repent, because the kingdom of heaven has come near” (Mt 3:2); it summons us to a new 
relationship with God, and also entails a different relationship with others and with creation. The present state of decay of 
our common home merits the same attention as other global challenges such as grave health crises and wars. “Living our 
vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary aspect of 
our Christian experience” (Laudato si’, 217).

As persons of faith, we feel ourselves even more responsible for acting each day in accordance with the summons to 
conversion. Nor is that summons simply individual: “the ecological conversion needed to bring about lasting change is 
also a community conversion” (ibid., 219). In this regard, commitment and action, in a spirit of maximum cooperation, is 
likewise demanded of the community of nations, especially in the meetings of the United Nations devoted to the 
environmental question.

The COP27 conference on climate change, to be held in Egypt in November 2022 represents the next opportunity for all 
to join in promoting the effective implementation of the Paris Agreement. For this reason too, I recently authorized the 
Holy See, in the name of and on behalf of the Vatican City State, to accede to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change and the Paris Agreement, in the hope that the humanity of the 21st century “will be remembered for having 
generously shouldered its grave responsibilities” (ibid., 65). The effort to achieve the Paris goal of limiting temperature 
increase to 1.5°C is quite demanding; it calls for responsible cooperation between all nations in presenting climate plans 
or more ambitious nationally determined contributions in order to reduce to zero, as quickly as possible, net greenhouse 
gas emissions. This means “converting” models of consumption and production, as well as lifestyles, in a way more 
respectful of creation and the integral human development of all peoples, present and future, a development grounded in 
responsibility, prudence/precaution, solidarity, concern for the poor and for future generations. Underlying all this, there is 
need for a covenant between human beings and the environment, which, for us believers, is a mirror reflecting “the creative 
love of God, from whom we come and towards whom we are journeying”.[3] The transition brought about by this 
conversion cannot neglect the demands of justice, especially for those workers who are most affected by the impact of 
climate change.

For its part, the COP15 summit on biodiversity, to be held in Canada in December, will offer to the goodwill of 
governments a significant opportunity to adopt a new multilateral agreement to halt the destruction of ecosystems and the 
extinction of species. According to the ancient wisdom of the Jubilee, we need to “remember, return, rest and restore”.[4] 
In order to halt the further collapse of biodiversity, our God-given “network of life”, let us pray and urge nations to reach 
agreement on four key principles: 1. to construct a clear ethical basis for the changes needed to save biodiversity; 2. to 
combat the loss of biodiversity, to support conservation and cooperation, and to satisfy people’s needs in a sustainable way; 
3. to promote global solidarity in light of the fact that biodiversity is a global common good demanding a shared 
commitment; and 4. to give priority to people in situations of vulnerability, including those most affected by the loss of 
biodiversity, such as indigenous peoples, the elderly and the young.

Let me repeat: “In the name of God, I ask the great extractive industries – mining, oil, forestry, real estate, agribusiness – 
to stop destroying forests, wetlands, and mountains, to stop polluting rivers and seas, to stop poisoning food and 
people”.[5]

How can we fail to acknowledge the existence of an “ecological debt” (Laudato si’, 51) incurred by the economically 
richer countries, who have polluted most in the last two centuries; this demands that they take more ambitious steps at 
COP27 and at COP15. In addition to determined action within their borders, this means keeping their promises of financial 
and technical support for the economically poorer nations, which are already experiencing most of the burden of the 
climate crisis. It would also be fitting to give urgent consideration to further financial support for the conservation of 
biodiversity. Even the economically less wealthy countries have significant albeit “diversified” responsibilities (cf. ibid., 
52) in this regard; delay on the part of others can never justify our own failure to act. It is necessary for all of us to act 
decisively. For we are reaching “a breaking point” (cf. ibid., 61).

During this Season of Creation, let us pray that COP27 and COP15 can serve to unite the human family (cf. ibid., 13) in 
effectively confronting the double crisis of climate change and the reduction of biodiversity. Mindful of the exhortation of 
Saint Paul to rejoice with those who rejoice and to weep with those who weep (cf. Rom 12:15), let us weep with the 
anguished plea of creation. Let us hear that plea and respond to it with deeds, so that we and future generations can 
continue to rejoice in creation’s sweet song of life and hope.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 16 July 2022, Memorial of Our Lady of Mount Carmel

FRANCIS________________

[1] Address to F.A.O., 16 November 1970.
[2] SAINT JOHN PAUL II, General Audience, 10 July 2002.
[3] Address to the Meeting “Faith and Science towards COP26”, 4 October 2021.
[4] Message for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, 1

Source: https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2022/07/21/220721c.html

Whoever does not carry his own cross and come 
after me cannot be my disciple.
Luke 14:25-33
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to point out the splinter in someone else's eye. We can also ask for the vision to see how we might be blind to our own snap 
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day. Help me today to bring to you the parts of myself that need your healing. Be with me as I face the poverty, hunger 
or tears of this day.” We can go into this prayer, in more depth or detail while we are in the shower or getting dressed. If 
we let these desires make their way into the background of our day, we can focus our consciousness no matter what we 
are doing.

Even in activities that require “our full consciousness” and attention, it is possible to shape that consciousness in the 
context of our desires. For example, I might be in an important meeting, that doesn't allow me to daydream. But, I can walk 
into that meeting room saying in my heart, “Okay, Lord, be with me here. While I'm so tempted to be seen as a 'success' 
here, heal all of that focus on myself and free me to do my best and to be attentive to the needs of others. Let me focus on 
you and your desires for the greater good here.”

Especially when we are facing something that is quite difficult, requiring real self-sacrifice and genuine love, we can let 
our background conversation with the Lord release us from our “typical” response or behaviour. “Lord, I'm so full of fear 
sometimes. I see you boldly heal the ma n with the withered hand in front of the steely gaze of your critics. You healed 
because you knew it was the right and compassionate thing to do. Help me to be more courageous in choosing the right 
thing in my life today.
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conversion cannot neglect the demands of justice, especially for those workers who are most affected by the impact of 
climate change.

For its part, the COP15 summit on biodiversity, to be held in Canada in December, will offer to the goodwill of 
governments a significant opportunity to adopt a new multilateral agreement to halt the destruction of ecosystems and the 
extinction of species. According to the ancient wisdom of the Jubilee, we need to “remember, return, rest and restore”.[4] 
In order to halt the further collapse of biodiversity, our God-given “network of life”, let us pray and urge nations to reach 
agreement on four key principles: 1. to construct a clear ethical basis for the changes needed to save biodiversity; 2. to 
combat the loss of biodiversity, to support conservation and cooperation, and to satisfy people’s needs in a sustainable way; 
3. to promote global solidarity in light of the fact that biodiversity is a global common good demanding a shared 
commitment; and 4. to give priority to people in situations of vulnerability, including those most affected by the loss of 
biodiversity, such as indigenous peoples, the elderly and the young.

Let me repeat: “In the name of God, I ask the great extractive industries – mining, oil, forestry, real estate, agribusiness – 
to stop destroying forests, wetlands, and mountains, to stop polluting rivers and seas, to stop poisoning food and 
people”.[5]

How can we fail to acknowledge the existence of an “ecological debt” (Laudato si’, 51) incurred by the economically 
richer countries, who have polluted most in the last two centuries; this demands that they take more ambitious steps at 
COP27 and at COP15. In addition to determined action within their borders, this means keeping their promises of financial 
and technical support for the economically poorer nations, which are already experiencing most of the burden of the 
climate crisis. It would also be fitting to give urgent consideration to further financial support for the conservation of 
biodiversity. Even the economically less wealthy countries have significant albeit “diversified” responsibilities (cf. ibid., 
52) in this regard; delay on the part of others can never justify our own failure to act. It is necessary for all of us to act 
decisively. For we are reaching “a breaking point” (cf. ibid., 61).

During this Season of Creation, let us pray that COP27 and COP15 can serve to unite the human family (cf. ibid., 13) in 
effectively confronting the double crisis of climate change and the reduction of biodiversity. Mindful of the exhortation of 
Saint Paul to rejoice with those who rejoice and to weep with those who weep (cf. Rom 12:15), let us weep with the 
anguished plea of creation. Let us hear that plea and respond to it with deeds, so that we and future generations can 
continue to rejoice in creation’s sweet song of life and hope.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 16 July 2022, Memorial of Our Lady of Mount Carmel

FRANCIS________________

[1] Address to F.A.O., 16 November 1970.
[2] SAINT JOHN PAUL II, General Audience, 10 July 2002.
[3] Address to the Meeting “Faith and Science towards COP26”, 4 October 2021.
[4] Message for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, 1

Source: https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2022/07/21/220721c.html





CHARIS have started a campaign to raise money for those who are afflicted in India and 
Bangladesh due to the South Asia Floods. In event that there are parishioners who wishes 
to donate to this cause, they may contribute via the following method: 

CHEQUE 
Please crossed the cheque, payable to “CHARIS HAF”, bearer only (i.e. strike out “Or 
Bearer”), indicate “India Bangladesh Flood” at the back of the cheque, and send it to: 
Caritas Humanitarian Aid & Relief Initiatives, Singapore (CHARIS) 
55 Waterloo Street #07-02 Catholic Centre  Singapore 187954 
 
ONLINE DONATION (Credit Card or PayNow) 
Please visit makehopehappen.charis-singapore.org 
At this moment, we ask also for your prayers for those impacted by the flood.  

Theme: Follow Your Inner GPS & LEAP TOWARDS The Right Direction!
Date: Monday, 5 September 2022  •  Time: 6pm onwards  •  Venue: St. Alphonsus Church (Novena Church)
IG handle: @novenayouthrally
 
We would be most grateful if you could help us to publicise this event in your church, so that more youths 
are aware and will come with their friends to allow us to reach out to them through this event.  
 
Do feel free to use the attached poster in your church communication platforms to the relevant parties.  If 
you would like us to send you the poster and text via whatsapp for your ease of communication, we will be 
glad to oblige.

Confirmation Mass
13 confirmands will be receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday, 18 September 2022 at the 11am Mass. 
Please pray for them. 

坚振圣事弥撒
本堂将在9月18日早上11时弥撒，有13位教友领受坚振圣事。请为他们祈祷。

Parish Dinner - Free Transport from SPP
Those who have bought tickets for our Parish Dinner on 15 October, please note that there will be free transport to the 
dinner venue after the 5.30pm Mass. Seats are limited so registration with the Parish Office is required. First come first 
served.

堂区晚宴 - 从教堂免费接送
有参与10月15日堂区晚宴的教友请注意。当天5时30分黄昏弥撒后，本堂将提供巴士，免费接送持票者到晚宴场
所。座位有限，有需要者请到堂区办事处报名。先到先得。





tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion
You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters to the link below

The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
5.30pm 

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint 
Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All 
these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when
the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 50 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed
COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 7.00am – 5.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays
CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 9.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 8.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


