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Did regulators fraudulently
claim glyphosate is safe?
Dr Peter Clausing, a German toxicologist who
now works for PAN (Pesticide Action Network)
Germany, says the German Federal Institute for
Risk Assessment (BfR) and the European Food
Safety Authority (EFSA) have twisted scientific
facts with the aim of concluding that glyphosate is
not a carcinogen. EFSA and BfR thereby
accepted and reinforced the conclusion proposed
by the Monsanto-led Glyphosate Task Force
(GTF).

Clausing made this accusation in front of five
judges at the Monsanto Tribunal, held in The
Hague from 14–16 October.

In March 2015 the World Health Organization’s
cancer agency IARC concluded that glyphosate was
a probable human carcinogen. BfR and EFSA did
not agree, saying “glyphosate is unlikely to pose
a carcinogenic hazard to humans and the
evidence does not support classification with
regard to its carcinogenic potential”.

IARC’s verdict that glyphosate is probably
carcinogenic was partly prompted by what it
called “limited evidence” in epidemiological
studies for a link between exposure to glyphosate
herbicides and non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma (NHL) in
humans.

The IARC experts had seen something different
from BfR in the animal studies they looked at. In
one lifetime study in mice they saw significant
increases in kidney tumours, and in another,
increases in blood vessel cancer. They also noted
increases in one specific type of cancer,malignant
lymphoma, in glyphosate-treated animals in a
further three studies in mice.

All five studies of carcinogenicity in mice
considered by EFSA showed a statistically
significant increase in the incidence of one or
more cancer types. Three of the five studies
showed a significant increase in malignant
lymphoma. This finding alone exceeds the
criterion for the classification of glyphosate as a
1B carcinogen (substances presumed to have
carcinogenic potential for humans, largely based
on animal evidence) under European legislation.

Yet the EFSA claimed that "No evidence of
carcinogenicity was observed in rats and mice".

Europe’s pesticide regulation has a “hazard-
based cut-off” clause regarding carcinogenicity,
meaning that a 1B carcinogen classification for
glyphosate would lead to an automatic ban
unless exposure was proven to be “negligible”.
The law does not allow industry and regulators to
argue that the doses we are exposed to are
below permitted levels and therefore safe.

Let's look at the industry guidelines for testing
chemicals and assessing cancer results in animal
studies: The OECD guidelines recommend the use
of two methods of statistical analysis: trend tests
and pair-wise comparisons. Trend tests are
recognised as the “more powerful” method.
However, the guidelines clearly state,
“Significance in either kind of test is sufficient to
reject the hypothesis that chance accounts for the
result.”

The BfR(who advise the EFSA) abused these
guidelines: It dismissed the significant cancer
increase shown by the more powerful "trend
tests", choosing to believe the results of the
weaker method, which did not find a significant
cancer increase.

Shockingly, it has been revealed that BfR did not
perform its own statistical analysis of the industry
test results: “The BfR literally said that they relied
on the manufacturers’ reports. Does this mean
that they accepted those reports at face value?”

This is the conclusion of Peter Clausing, who was
interviewed in a news report by the MDR film
makers (part of the main public national TV
network) after a painstaking evaluation of the
BfR reports. Clausing says in the film: “The
German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment has
confirmed several times in writing that it
performed an independent evaluation of the
studies and materials it had. That should include
the statistical evaluation of cancer studies. And
the fact that the results of the industrial studies
were so blindly trusted is scandalous.”
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How did your Garden Grow???
Worldwide, 2016 was the hottest on record, the previous hottest having been 2015. Here at home, you
could have been forgiven for not noticing this.

March started sunny - come in like a lamb - and remained that way for most of the first few weeks. Then
it went out like a lion with storm Katie bringing rain and gales over the Easter bank holiday. The
following week, southerly winds brought unseasonably warm weather and temperatures stayed above
average until the last week of April.

May was the sunniest month but temperatures were up and down, with the seedling swap at Alan's
allotment on May 8th gloriously warm and sunny (22 degrees), followed a week later by biting cold
winds and 14 degree temperatures at the plant sale at Preston Park.

The first few days of June were cold, but then it turned warm and humid with the odd thunderstorm ,
and by the second week showers and rain alternated, and it stayed that way through the beginning of
July. So - the opposite of last year with plenty of moisture to grow the crops. And the molluscs. June
suffered from a serious lack of sun: with the greatest number of daylight hours, it had less actual
sunshine than March. August, September and October were mostly warm and dry, with occasional rain
and quite a bit of strong wind.

This was probably why for most of us, crops like French beans were slow to get away. Equally, it was
probably why a lot of us had heavy crops of large spuds, and of autumn-planted onions.

Rampant mollusc activity early on put paid to to squashes and courgettes and we were lucky to have
one plant in six survive to fruiting stage. The rain came at the wrong time for my wonderful Gariguette
strawberries - a heavy crop of luscious fruit turned to little bags of water overnight. Boo hoo.
Raspberries were not as good as usual, though Sue and Mick's Tullameen "tasted great". My Polka
(late variety) had such an infestation of raspberry beetle as to not be worth picking.

My sweetcorn was much better than last year's though Ruth's was poor, partly due to the cold spring
and partly to the badgers. Early variety Swift had great fat sweet well-filled cobs, or at least two thirds
of the crop did. Then came a little rain and the silks were eaten off overnight, leaving the remaining
cobs only half pollinated. My later ones, a heritage variety called Rainbow Sweet Inca, had much
smaller plants (probably due to having been planted after most of the June rain was over) and were
nowhere near as sweet and tasty.

Outdoor tomatoes largely suffered from blight, but my greenhouse varieties, Gardener's Delight and
Costaluto de Firenze, although late therefore fewer than usual, tasted superb as usual.

Other people had decent capsicums, but mine, Bull's Horn, which normally grow up to a metre high,
failed to grow at all. They were around six inches tall at the end of summer, one making it to the great
height of a foot and producing one very small fruit by the end of October. Ruth's apparently responded
well to mulch.

My garden apple tree of unknown type carried a heavy crop, but almost all the fruit fell off before
ripening. Wind, drought or root disturbance due to the shed we were building nearby? Dunno, but the
conference pear fruiting later did much the same, though someone else (it's a good idea to put your
name on your form) had a very good and tasty crop. The Bramley on the allotment, having fruited
heavily last year, had a very small crop of very large fruit this time. Mouse

NEW VENUE FOR SEEDY SUNDAY
As a result of the Brighton Dome Corn Exchange refurbishment the
next Seedy Sunday in Brighton will be held at Brighton Hove and
Sussex Sixth Form College (BHASVIC), corner Old Shoreham Road
and Dyke Road, on Sunday 5th February 2017.
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NO DIG GARDENING: CHARLES DOWDING
I recently attended a talk given by this charming man who says
PUT WELL-ROTTED COMPOST ON ALL YOUR BEDS AS SOON AS
THEY ARE CLEAR OF CROPS
(quotes from his website) http://www.charlesdowding.co.uk/no-dig-
growing/why-no-dig/
Fertility building from on top is a copy of natural processes (forest
floor, animal excretion on pastures) and works really well for
vegetable and flower growing.

• Worms and soil fauna are encouraged and as they
increase the soil becomes better aerated, without the disadvantages of digging (loss of
moisture & tilth, extra weeds, expense of time and labour).
• In time, the soil surface, even on sticky clay, becomes darker and crumbly with a
consistently good tilth of fine but stable soil crumbs.
• Throughout the soil, there is a proliferation of beneficial fungi, such as mycorrhizae, and
bacteria. These help plant roots to find the nutrients and moisture they need, which may often
be present already, but can remain unavailable to roots because of a lack of biological activity.
• Perennial weeds need clearing by initial mulching.
• Keep slugs at bay by removing decaying leaves from the bottom of your veg plants as
they attract them.
• Hoe very regularly whilst weeds are tiny, preferably with a copper oscillating hoe.

Add an inch or two of home-made compost, or composted animal manure, or purchased compost every
autumn, so that winter weather can break its lumps into a tilth by spring; this improves soil structure
and is definitely worthwhile for growing good vegetable crops. After a year or so of no dig, your beds
have a more stable soil structure than if you were regularly loosening them. Nutrients in compost are
not washed away by rain. Ruth

Return of the Sulphur Candle
This time last year, the sulphur candles we use to fumigate our greenhouses at the end of the growing
year became unavailable. Due to a misinterpretation of new EU regulations, the firms manufacturing
them took them off the market.

This time this year, another firm has stepped into the breach and started making them again. They go
under the name of Battles Greenhouse Sulphur Candle. Unfortunately they are slightly smaller, almost
twice the price they used to be, and (as far as I have been able to
ascertain) currently available only from Amazon.

But at least they ARE available. So I gritted my teeth and ordered a
couple. They look and function in exactly the same way as the old ones
and seem to work perfectly well. Of course, only time will tell whether they
have actually killed the fungal spores and insect eggs.

A point to be aware of: Vitax and Deadfast (and a new contender,
Biofume) have replaced their sulphur candles with 'Smoke Generators' and
'Greenhouse Fumigators'. These look the same but do not contain sulphur,
therfore don't kill fungal spores, and they DO contain permethrin, a
chemical poison which is not permited in organic systems as it kills benficial
insects. Mouse



4

On the one really wet night
in October,the torrential
downpour eased just in time
to get the bus to the
Phoenix. Numbers were low,
probably because people
had looked out, seen the
rain and decided it just
wasn't worth battling their
way in.

The hardy souls who did
make it ate, drank and
chatted about this year's
horticultural successes and
failures.
We even picked up a couple
of new members!

And on the first really cold night of the
autumn, mycologist Geoff Dann gave a fun
talk on the fungi, both edible and deadly,
that we might find on a stroll in Sussex.
He tests fungi for edibility by cooking and
eating one, and if he's ok the next day,
eating two, then if still ok eating a whole
lot. Then if he's still ok he invites his
friends over for a feed, and if they're still
ok...
He brought some samples, though not as
many as he'd have liked due to the
unseasonably dry weather of the past
couple of months.
He also brought copies of his new book,
"Edible Mushrooms" published by Green
Books and containing photos and details of
over 300 species.
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Volunteers needed
Could it be you we are looking for?
We need two or three people to help with admin tasks. Bring your
enthusiasm, wisdom, ideas and company, and get support from our lively
team. Help us spread the word more effectively about local organic
gardening

Membership Secretary
Help to keep our members happy by maintaining records, using excel spreadsheet,
producing labels for newsletters (quarterly) etc
Hours 3 to 6 per month
For full details and to apply: email suepaskins2@gmail.com

Phoenix Gardening Club administrator
Join our Phoenix Garden team to help us with admin for restoring and maintaining this secret garden
for the benefit of Community Centre users, members of the local community and ourselves, particularly
in applying for funding and administration of the funds. Hours 3 to 6 per month. Email
ruthurbanowicz@live.co.uk

Events team member
Join our events team to help assist in organising, publicising and setting up our events. Bring your
imagination, inspiration and innovation.
Hours 2 to 4 per month. Email ruthurbanowicz@live.co.uk

Get Yer Nice Fresh Compost ‘Ere! - Again
For many years we have been ordering seed and potting compost for our members from West Riding
Organics. As West Riding Organics now sell only by the pallet load, we will order one pallet and will
therefore have to take your orders on a first come, first served basis. We will be able to hold our prices to
the same as last year's.

For those who haven’t used the compost before, it’s made with that most rare of growing media –
environmentally sound peat. The peat is a by-product of the water industry. Streams that feed the
reservoirs run across the moors, picking up particles of peat as they go and depositing them in the dams.
The peat has to be removed to prevent it clogging up the dams, and someone had the very sensible idea
of mixing it with seaweed meal and organic fertiliser to make compost. The resulting compost is a pleasure
to handle.

This year’s prices are:
Potting and Container or Seed and Cutting Compost: £7.00
inclusive of VAT and delivery. For comparison, this year’s price from the Organic Gardening Catalogue for
the same brand of potting and container compost is £13.95 (plus delivery).

Orders must be placed by 20th December for delivery in early February. We will
be placing an order only if enough individuals order from us to make up a
pallet load.
To place orders, ring Mouse on 01273 561104, text on 07913200290, or e-mail at
marsupialmouse1@yahoo.co.uk, stating your name, quantities of each item, contact
phone number and email address . They will be delivered on a pallet to Mouse’s
place in Southwick at the beginning of February and we need your contact number
(and email address if possible) to let you know when they will arrive so that you can
come and pick them up.
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Put all plants that need
regular picking (e.g.
calabrese, courgettes,
beans and peas, salads,
flowers for cutting) in an
easy to reach place

Do successional sowings of quick stuff like lettuce, French beans, radish
Don't get swamped by sowing too much stuff all at once that needs potting on and
planting out

Get the bed ready in plenty of time and know where everything will go
Make even more compost, sow more green manure, don't leave soil bare over winter
Keep on top of weeds by regular hoeing
Start more things in modules to outwit molluscs
DONT PANIC!!!
Let's see if we can get some of these things done when it's fine.

PRUNING: All hedges and shrubs except conifers and those that will flower in spring, (by the end of
January as birds start building nests in February), apple and pear trees, blackcurrants (cut back
about a third of the bush, removing the oldest stems to the ground and cutting out dead,
diseased and crossing branches), other currant and gooseberry bushes. Autumn fruiting
raspberries can be cut to the ground and grape vines cut to two buds beyond the main stems.
Apply organic fertilisers (high potash) and mulches around all fruit trees and bushes. If possible
shred non-diseased prunings to use as mulch.

PLANTING: Trees, hedges, shrubs and bushes can be planted or moved in winter. Late winter is best on
heavy soil and early winter on well drained land. Make sure that there are no perennial weed
roots around, dig a generous hole, adding a handful of bonemeal, make sure the plant is at the
same depth it was previously, firm soil and water in, staking if necessary. Bushes that have been
invaded by perennial weeds can be lifted, the weeds cleared, the soil enriched and the bush
replanted.

PROTECTING: All tender plants need to be put into a greenhouse or cold frame, first checking for pests
and diseases. They need to be watered sparingly from time to time.

PLANNING: Let's think about what we are going to grow, list the crops, order seeds,and work out
where to put them on the plot. This involves a little understanding of crop rotation: not growing
the same crop in the same place year after year, especially onions, brassicas and spuds.

CLEARING AND CLEANING, REPAIRING AND RENEWING: All beds need to be cleared, other than
those containing hardy winter veg. Leave them for a week or two to let the birds clear the grubs,
then spread compost or manure. Charles Dowding assured us that the nutrients DON'T get
washed out over winter. If you do need to dig weed roots out, now is the time, but not if the soil
is wet. In late winter (February) turn in green manures. Gather seaweed and spread on beds (not
compulsory). Keep on top of the weeding and clear those neglected corners, digging out
bramble and bindweed roots and cutting back ivy (again before the end of January to avoid
disturbing nesting birds). Gather all fallen leaves either into a wire mesh container or into black
bin liners, moistening the contents and pricking the bags with the garden fork. Pop them into an
unobtrusive corner - they take at least a year to rot down. Once rotted they make a fabulous soil
conditioner. Make sure all gutters are cleared of debris, tidy and clean sheds, greenhouses
(insulating if needed), cold frames, compost bins, fences and paths. Sharpen and oil tools and
get rid of all rubbish. Clean out bird boxes, feed the birds and keep some unfrozen water
available

Then go to Seedy Sunday for seed swapping and stocking up on supplies to get us going for the
next year.

New Year's Resolutions

Garden Gnome
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BHOGG Events
Winter 2016-17

BHOGG Allotment Plot

Volunteers are welcome to join our regular
Workdays on the BHOGG plot on the weald
allotment site off Old Shoreham Road in
Hove, every Sunday from 11 a.m.

Access is by the main gate at the top of
Weald Avenue.We have a polytunnel to
shelter from inclement weather.

Special events this winter include:

Winter solstice celebrations

Sunday 11th December 11-1pm

A toast around the fire, sharing food and
memories of another successful year of

gardening

Members free; non-members £3

Phoenix Community Centre
Events:
Christmas Feast & Gardening Quiz

Saturday 10th December 6.30-9

Bring food and drink to share with gardening chums
old and new; take part in our fun gardening quiz

Food Fermentation for Health and Social Change

Wednesday January 18th 7-9pm

Darren from Alchemy Flow will talk about the bigger
picture of food, health, environment and how the
global industrialisation of food production is out of
step with the health of the people and the land.

AGM & wildlife speaker

Wed Feb 15th 7-9

DISCUSSION on what our work in 2017 will be, and
how to reach out to others; followed by an interesting
talk on local wildlife

All events: Members free; non-members £3

Please note all events at Phoenix are upstairs this
winter.

Phoenix Organic Gardening Club:

Third Saturday of the month, 2-4 pm,

Phoenix Community Centre.

Join us for learning and hands-on experience in
our little garden. Members free; non-members £3

Sunday Feb 5th 10.30-4

BHASVIC

Come to get your seeds and stuff for the growing year
ahead

We will have a stall with information, advice and
seaweed meal!

Please let us know if you can help us on the day (e-
mail)
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BHOGG Committee

Chair:
Alan Phillips 01273 725757
Vice Chair:
Ruth Urbanowicz 01273 681120
Treasurer/Membership:
Sue Paskins 01273 553144
Secretary:
Steve Birch 01273 278638
BHOGG Allotment:
Kevin Simmons 01273 509962
Newsletter:
Mouse Dismore 01273 561104
Other Members:
Caroline Whiteman 07775600363
Sebastian Jones

Membership forms are available at
www.bhorganicgardeninggroup.org.

Annual membership is £10 full rate, £5 concessions

or £15 for two people at the same address.

Group membership is available on request.

BHOGG members receive a quarterly newsletter

with details of our monthly events including talks,

visits and social gatherings.

Most of our event are free if you are a member.

To join, please send a membership form to:

BHOGG, Community Base, 113 Queens Road,
Brighton BN1 3XG.

JOIN Our Creative Team
Would you like to help us make our newsletter?

Could you send us articles, photos or artwork?
(on a one-off, casual or regular basis)

Send copy by email to marsupialmouse1@yahoo.co.uk

IF YOU'VE SENT STUFF ALREADY, THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
IF YOU'D LIKE TO HELP WITH OUR NEXT ISSUE, SEND COPY

TO US BY MONDAY 17th February 2017.

This newsletter is published by BHOGG and printed on 100% recycled
paper at the Resource Centre, Brighton.

www.resourcecentre.org.uk


