
Sermon 12: 1 Kings 7:1-12: The House of Solomon 

OUTLINE 

A house of riches 
A house of justice 

INTRODUCTION 

The good gifts of God given to bad hearts like ours can become snares to us.  The Giver is 
good and gives from good motives.  He seeks to display His generosity and kindness to us 
through the gifts of creation.  The gifts are also good, life, marriage, health, wealth, 
position, work, they are not evil in and of themselves, but good.  But we are bad.  You can 
give us a good gift like marriage and we turn it into an attempt to enslave another person to 
our wills.  God can give us a skill for work and we can take it to promote ourselves and look 
down on others.  God grants us bounty in peace and wealth and we take it and turn it into 
an obsession and a distraction that draws us from God and not to Him.  This is how we have 
to understand the life of Solomon.  We all know that Solomon was too insistent on pursuing 
riches and luxury and buildings and prestige.  However, we must remember that these 
things were also first promised by God, 1 Kings 3:13, ‘I give you also what you have not 
asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days.’   

So today we come to the building of Solomon’s house.  In a socialist context where we 
would be evaluating this 13 year building project for how many housing development 
schemes for the poor we could finance, we do not look kindly on this section.  Many 
commentators have launched straight into the evils of the luxury and excess of the house of 
Solomon, but we cannot begin there.  God had promised to make Solomon greater than any 
king on earth.  And this in a day when God was manifesting His glory through the earthly 
glory of Israel.  Big temples, victory in battle, bumper crops, and prosperous kings was the 
language of blessing that would be a witness to the nations that God was in the midst of His 
people.  These blessings were never intended as condoning greed and overindulgence but 
were intended to point towards the abundance of Eden which God was recreating in Israel 
and point forward to the new creation and its bounty.   

So as we look at this section we want to note two aspects, that it was a house of riches and 
a house of justice. 

House of riches 

The text indicates to us in its structure the priorities that we ought to have.  You will notice 
that this section on Solomon’s house is a small section in comparison with the larger 
sections focusing on the temple in chapters 6 and the rest of 7.  76 verses in contrast to 12.  
The house of the greatest king on the earth gets a minor mention compared to the house of 
the God of all the earth.  Next notice how the chapter begins, v1 ‘Solomon was building his 
own house thirteen years, and he finished his entire house.’  And this on the heels of the 
last verse of chapter 6, v38, ‘And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the 
eighth month, the house was finished in all its parts, and according to all its specifications. 
He was seven years in building it.’  Solomon spent 20 years in a building project but whose 
house did He do first?  Solomon did not build his own house first he built the temple first.  
Remember that at this point Solomon is walking with the Lord and honouring Him, he 
insisted on building God’s house first.   



We know how Solomon’s history went, he stopped putting the Lord first and began to put 
his wives first, his lusts first.  Here we see him acting in the way he ought to act by placing 
God first in all things in his life.  Is this so with us today?  How often does God get the 
sloppy seconds?  Solomon put His house and His honour first, do we?  Do we give to God 
the firstfruits of our earnings or the leftovers that we don’t really need?  Is the time we 
devote to God in going to church and fellowship an afterthought, a case of what we can 
accommodate or the first thing we put down as non-negotiable when dividing up our time?  
Do you serve up your leftovers or your best when serving God?   

As we look at the details of Solomon’s palace we note that it was bigger than the temple.  Is 
this an indication that Solomon’s priorities were wrong?  Not necessarily.  Solomon’s house 
was also a place where justice was administered and were armaments were stored.  It was 
a place where many guests would come from around the world.  And its largeness was to be 
a testimony to God’s greatness and blessing.  As it is described for us we see that there are 
6 main parts to it.  Imagine these six parts as two blocks each block divided into three.  In 
the rectangular block furthest away from the temple was a complex made up of three halls.  
From left to right these were the house of the forest of Lebanon, this is described in v2-5.  
The length was about 45 metres and the breadth half of that.  It was called a forest for all 
the cedar beams in it.  It was covered in cedar wood panelling and had opposing windows 
to let in light.  It appears that this was used as an armoury, 1 kings 10:17.  In the middle 
was the hall of pillars which held the entrance to the palace complex, v6.  This was a 
loitering and reception area.  Then to the east of that was Solomon’s hall of the throne 
where he sat to execute justice, v7.  All three of these halls had a public use and were not 
the private quarters of Solomon.    

Sandwiched in between the temple complex and the public buildings was the palace 
complex.  Here once again we have a rectangle the same size as the one just described in 
length though a little broader.  And in it there are three main parts.  From left to right we 
have the palace of Pharaoh’s daughter, Solomon’s palace and a court, v8-9.  Special mention 
is made in 9-12 of the cut stone used.  The blocks were about 12-15 feet.  This is a very 
expensive building material, it would have to be quarried, cut with saws, transported and 
manoeuvred into place.  And we see that it was throughout the palace and temple complex.   

The main lesson at this point is not the expensive aspect of the building but the warning of 
a man starting well, giving the firstfruits to God, but the good gifts of a good God being 
given to a bad heart becoming a snare.  Deut. 8:7-14, ‘For the LORD your God is bringing 
you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the 
valleys and hills,8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a 
land of olive trees and honey,9 a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which 
you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig 
copper.10 And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good 
land he has given you.  "Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping his 
commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you today,12 lest, when 
you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them,13 and when your 
herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is 
multiplied,14 then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.’  Soft pleasures harden the heart.  
Here we are in our prosperity giving thanks to a good God for His good gifts, but we have a 
bad heart.  Where are you at?  Are you like Solomon in the place of giving God the 
firstfruits?  Or are you beginning to slide into the distraction of luxury and extravagance? 

How do you use your home?  I have been challenged this week as I have been listening to 
Rosaria Butterfields new book, The Gospel Comes With a House Key.  It reminds us that in 



an age where people are becoming more and more dislocated through technology the 
Christian’s home is one of the greatest weapons in our spiritual warfare in reaching out to 
the lost.  Our words of truth are going to have to be backed up by deeds of love and 
opening our homes in love and spending time building relationship and listening is going to 
be a key to reaching this generation.  Jesus spent time with lepers and tax collectors and 
prostitutes, not only the disciples.  Our homes should reflect this grace driven love.   

House of justice 

In every consideration of Solomon we must remember that he is a type of Christ.  So as we 
look at Solomon building his house is there anything here that reminds of Jesus Christ with 
regards to His person or work?  The answer is yes.  In particular we want to note the hall of 
the throne, the place where Solomon would sit on a daily basis and render justice for God’s 
people.  It is significant that the place where the temple of the God of all the earth is, is the 
place where His king abides and from this place God-enabled wise justice flows to the world.  
This is where Solomon is a type of Christ.  This note of God’s chosen King in God’s chosen 
place rendering true justice is the heart of many Messianic promises, Is. 11:1-5, ‘There shall 
come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
  the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the Spirit of counsel and might, 
  the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt of his loins.’   

Solomon was granted wisdom for justice, Jesus is God and has the Spirit without measure.  
Now many associate the justice of God with Hell and lovelessness and cruelty.  But the 
justice of God is the hope of His people.  We are a people who are harassed and surrounded 
by enemies.  The world is a long history of injustice.  Our present best is shot through with 
tears and horror and heartache.  In millions of places all over the world right now people are 
suffering under injustice.  The desire for peace, for rest, for the taking away of evil, for the 
remaking of all things to be perfect is the cry for justice.  When we ask for God to build His 
kingdom, when we cry for Christ to return, when we cry for an end to temptation and 
suffering we are asking for justice.  And here in Solomon’s house, on the mount of God, 
there is a seat for justice.  Solomon had been granted wisdom from God for this very 
purpose and in his house he made provision that the people might be served by this gift of 
God.  This is where Solomon is a type of Christ.  One day we will stand before Christ to give 
an account.   

How do I know I will be justified on judgement day?  How do I know I am saved now?  
Here is the good news of our salvation.  Christ takes all the condemnation that our sins 
deserve to Himself when He died on the cross.  There is no more righteous justice to satisfy 
for your sins, someone, namely Christ has paid it for you.  When you come to Christ with 
your nothing, and you lift the empty hands of faith, God fills them with Christ and you 
receive along with Christ all the benefits of your salvation.  The central one we receive is 



justification.  This is when God as judge pronounces your final verdict, the good news is that 
you have already been told what His verdict is on that day.  You have already received it as 
an irreversible fact.  When Christ looks upon His people on the day of judgement He will see 
your sins as paid for and you as His bride.  He would be unjust to then send any of those 
who are His to hell because then sin would be getting paid for twice.  God is a God of 
perfect justice and there is no double jeopardy with God.   

These are some of the lessons of Solomon’s house, give the first to God, guard your heart 
against good gifts, and remember that we will come before a throne of justice to receive a 
salvation we do not deserve.            


