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Minutes of the Bluntisham Parish Council  
 Wednesday 4th November 2020 at 7.00pm virtual Zoom meeting ID:810 

8591 7341 
Present: Mr Gary James, Mr Frank Hudson (phone), Mrs Mary Groombridge, Mrs Cynthia 
Curtis, Mrs Philippa Hope, Mr Rob Gore & Mrs Tracey Hope (Clerk) 
Also present: Head of St Helens & one member of the public.  Cllr Neish joined the meeting 
at item 146 for this item only 

 Open forum  
The Vice Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed members of the public to the open 
forum.  It was agreed to bring forward item 155 School Meals to the start of the meeting.   
The meeting opened at 7.05pm. 
A discussion around providing free school meals in the school holidays took place following 
correspondence the PC received.  CCC advised mid-way through the half term that they would 
continue to support those in receipt of free school meals during the holidays, but it was agreed 
that this information was delivered too late and some families may well have gone without.  
The Head of St Helens confirmed that the school can refer families to the food bank and has 
passed the details onto the clerk, who will seek approval for the PC to refer any 
families/individuals within the village to the food bank.  It was also agreed that the PC would 
have a collection drop off point in the village hall on Thursdays between 10.15-12.15 for 
anyone to drop off food items to be taken by the clerk to the food bank ready for distribution 
on Fridays.  The clerk is to publish a list of items required on a weekly basis and print and 
display these on the parish notice boards as well as encouraging people to drop items off to the 
village hall using social media as an advertising platform.  The clerk will coordinate with local 
businesses ahead of the Christmas holidays to see if any are offering any free meals similar to 
those offered in October. 
Post meeting note:  St Ives food bank have confirmed that the parish council (clerk) can 
refer people to the food bank if needed and are grateful for the additional drop off facility.  
Please contact the clerk for a confidential referral if needed using the details above.   
Another member of the public raised concern with the article in the Hunts Post from ENVAR 
applying for a Goods Vehicle Operators License.  The clerk has contacted ENVAR for a 
response and will share when received.  It was agreed that if additional vehicle movements 
were taking place that the PC would write to object.  (Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded 
Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed.) 
Post meeting note:  A response was received and confirmed that no additional vehicle 
movements would take place purely the facility to be able to park vehicles on site overnight 
if needed. 
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138  Dispensation Forms received and decisions given - None  
139  Declarations of interest for items on the agenda – Mrs Philippa Hope pecuniary interest 

item 150 BACS run 9th October   
 

140  Apologies for absence –Mr Roger Steel, Mr Mark Berg, Mrs Jayne Smith, Mr Martin 
Crowhurst, Cllr Steve Criswell, Cllr Jon Neish.  No contact from Cllr Besley. 

 

141  Sports Clubs – the clerk advised that all sports activities were suspended again due to the 
change in Covid regulations. 
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142  Planning: 
• Enforcement Update – no updates received. 

Planning application update –No decisions on outstanding applications.  For the 
detailed list click here (Appendix 1). 

• 20/01728/HHFUL – First Floor rear extension & recovering of existing garage roof.  
24 Wood End, Bluntisham.  It was agreed that the proposal was in keeping with 
neighbouring properties and no concerns were raised to APPROVE the application. 
(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Rob Gore.  All agreed.) 

• CIL Payment – discuss options.  The clerk advised that a sum of £5118 had been 
received and needed to be spent on village improvements.  The clerk suggested 
improvements to the old changing rooms as they are being used more and will continue 
to be used by the junior football and cricket clubs.  It was agreed for the clerk to obtain 
quotes for revamping both the home and away changing rooms.  (Proposed Mr Rob 
Gore, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

143  Minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 7th & 29th October 2020 to be approved and 
signed by the Chairman – The minutes were signed virtually by the Vice Chairman and 
scanned to the clerk to avoid unnecessary contact.   

 

144  Matters arising from previous minutes not on the agenda – None  
145  FY2020/21 Accounts to end October 2020 –Mrs Philippa Hope discussed the accounts and 

advised that we should end the financial year with a small positive balance on the year 
(Expenditure ‘v’ Income) however as we are only just over half way in the FY there may be 
more consequences of lockdown II.  The additional income received from the CIL and CCC 
Covid grant are to be excluded from the final balance as they are ringfenced.  The new budget 
for the village hall income is at further risk due to the second lock down, however, the clerk 
did advise that the NTAS are continuing to use the meeting rooms for their 2:1 tuition.  The 
invoice for the groundsman covered a 2 ½ month period and the clerk is to request monthly 
invoices to keep a track on hours worked. 
Income October - £6840.15 
Expenditure October- £4459.79 
Bank Balance Lloyds: £ 75773.85 
Savings Account: £57,454.88  
(Proposed Mr Frank Hudson, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed.) 

 
 
 

146  District & County Council report 
Cllr Jon Neish emailed the following report: Think Local Campaign was launched to try 
and support local businesses within Huntingdonshire. 
Latest Covid response gearing up for lockdown.  See HDC website for direct link to all 
information including the government advice.  One Leisure will be closed, playgrounds will 
remain open.  Locally we have a large quantity of food parcels ready to support community 
networks where required. 
New payment schemes to be administered by HDC plus discretional grants. 
HDC still tier 1 medium risk.  
Good news – new link road is open and confidence in our local high streets is high and footfall 
is faring better than most in the region.   
Planning applications are higher than this time last year over the last quarter. 
Cllr Steve Criswell emailed the following report:   
Annual Parish Conference – I hope as many of you as possible logged onto the conference 
on the 23rd October.  It will still be available to watch for 30 days for those who registered.  
The conference was particularly important because it started to describe the huge change 
taking place around how the County Council delivers many of its services and engages locally.  
Ahead of the move from Shire Hall next year, staff will gradually be relocated around the 
county.  Servicers will operate on a more locally focussed basis in defined areas, responding to 
varying local demand and priorities.  Local partnerships will help develop a unified approach 
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with the opportunity to engage and integrate with parish councils and community groups.  This 
county-wide initiative is being badged “Cambridgeshire Local’.  Our local area will be based 
on Somersham & Earith and Warboys county divisions, with all partners having an 
opportunity to join in local conversation. 
CAPALC is reinventing itself under a new CEO.  Its renewed offer and representation will 
form an important part of the council’s liaison with parishes, so I would encourage all parishes 
to join and sue their service and expertise. 
Innovate & Cultivate Fund This will now concentrate on funding for the smaller community 
projects up to £19K.  Due to widespread interest, ‘off the peg’ schemes will now include 
provision of a professional youth worker to develop local activities.  Villages may wish to 
collaborate and share a youth worker.  
Covid-19 with safety compliance deteriorating across the country and infection rates rising, 
further restriction are being introduced nationally.  We have been lobbying against this, as 
thankfully we are one of the least affected areas.  Spikes in Cambridge City are confined 
mainly to the student population.  The university has developed its own testing and isolation 
policy.  The County Hub that was set up 7n months ago has continued to offer support to all 
who need it, including any struggling families during half term.  All schools were sent 
reminders.  With increasing restrictions staff are once again being redeployed to increase 
capacity and assist District Hubs.  Shielding may not be reintroduced, but some vulnerable 
residents will inevitably be advised to isolate requiring help from the hub as well as local 
volunteers.  All those identified as vulnerable will receive a letter and where appropriate a 
follow-up phone call.  We continue to request that we are allowed to run Test and Trace 
locally and are given the resources to do so.  As a reminder, the contact number for the Hub is 
03450 455 219. 
Budget – In February, as we set the county budget for this year, we were looking at a deficit 
for next year of around £4.2m.  After many years of savings and service transformation, this 
was challenging, but much less daunting than previous years.  Despite Gov’t paying out 
significant sums towards direct Covid costs, our financial challenge has rocketed to almost 
£40m.  This is largely due to loss of income, increased costs and rising demand for social care. 
Wheatsheaf crossroads – Another tragic fatality weighs heavily on my mind.  Whatever the 
cause I am still very committed to delivering improvements and am frustrated that progress 
was unavoidably delayed over the Spring/Summer.  However, please be assured that design 
work is ongoing to establish the best achievable solution.  The latest position is that multiple 
utilities, restricted sight lines and lack of sufficient land means that designs for the staggered 
junction and roundabout options are also being worked on.  Additional land acquisition 
typically causes the biggest delay, which is why I had hoped traffic lights could be 
accommodated on the existing site. 
It was discussed the clerk is to offer CCC the doctors rooms at the village hall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

147  To adopt Memorial Asset Policy – following the last meeting the clerk shared a policy 
incorporating the most frequent requests for memorial assets.  It was supported and formally 
adopted.  (Proposed Mrs Cynthia Curtis, seconded Mrs Mary Groombridge.  All agreed.) 

 

148  Remembrance confirmation – the clerk confirmed that the PC would be laying their wreath 
on 11th November at 11am along with the RBL.  The clerk is to produce a Covid RA to ensure 
those in attendance are safe.  A maximum of 4 from the PC are to attend and those wanting to 
attend are to contact the clerk asap.   

Clerk 

149  Village Hall  
• Floor update – the clerk advised that the leak detection survey identified that there 

were no water leaks in the building.  A drainage survey is taking place on 5th 
November.  The clerk is regularly chasing the insurance company. 

• Boiler service – the clerk is waiting for a further quote so asked to defer this item. 

 

150  Accounts for payment for October  
• BACS run 9th October - £ 2,225.98 
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• BACS run 30th October - £1.605.94 
 (Proposed Mr Frank. Hudson, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed with the exception of 
Mrs Philippa Hope who declared a pecuniary interest) 

151  Finance Accounting Software – Mrs Philippa Hope discussed the need for the parish council 
to have dedicated accounting software.  The use of dedicated accounting software was 
suggested in the internal audit for FY19/20 and research with other Parish Councils in the area, 
who use these systems, confirmed the conclusion of the clerk as RFO.   The Finance 
committee asked the clerk as RFO to undertake online demos with the 3 recommended 
suppliers and to produce a report for each.  The clerk shared the free access and strongly 
recommended using Scribe who offer unlimited training and the use of their other modules 
within the software, where other companies charge an additional fee for this.  It was agreed to 
purchase Scribe accounting software for the remainder of this financial year (pro-rata) and 
then to budget for the new financial year.   
Costs: 
Scribe – all inc £708pa 
Advant Edge - £730 first year and £349 for next 5 years (minimum 5 year contract, additional 
charges for training) 
Rialtas “Alpha” - £645 first year and £124 for next 3 years (minimum 3 year contract, 
additional charges for training) 
(Proposed Mr Rob Gore, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed.)  
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152  COVID 19 – the clerk advised that she is still helping one family and keeps the phone on 24/7 
however, no new requests have been received.  It was agreed to keep the number active in case 
new help is required within the village. 

 

153  Village Maintenance: 
• Bench – Meridian Wood.  Mrs Cynthia Curtis advised that the Bluntisham 100 club 

were willing to purchase the bench and installation if the PC would add to their asset 
register moving forwards.  All agreed this was in line with the new policy.  (Proposed 
Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mrs Mary Groombridge.  All agreed.) 

• SID data – High Street.  The clerk advised this will be moved to another location on 
the High Street and the data shared.  Click here (Appendix 2) for the latest data. 

• Ditches – Nobles Lane.  The clerk advised that there is a blockage on the bridge 
between the land either side of the Nobles Lane footpath.  Rose Homes have agreed to 
clear the blockage and to pipe the bridge to reduce this from happening in the future. 
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154  Committee updates: 
• Allotments – the clerk advised that all rents had been received.  Mr Frank Hudson 

advised that the water will be switched off this week. 
• Updates from Mrs Margaret Lumb – A letter from the St Ives Road Safety Committee 

was received today in relation to Wheatsheaf Crossroads, click here (Appendix 3) for a 
copy of the letter.   

 

155  Correspondence received: 
• Wild Flowers – Mike Barwell.  All agreed this was a good idea, the suggested area to 

plant was within the fruit trees in the community orchard.  The clerk is to ask the 
resident to research costs of purchasing seeds and to approach the 100 club, who may 
be in a position to fund the idea. 

• 20mph High Street.  The clerk advised that the SID will be moved to collect data from 
another section of the High Street which will support the proposal moving forwards.  
No further action at this time. 

• School Meals.  It was agreed for the clerk to collate the data ahead of the Christmas 
holidays and publish along with promoting the food bank and new collection point. 

• R Fabb – Wheatsheaf crossroads.  No further action at this time. 
• Rotary Club – Santa rounds.  Just to confirm the village Santa round will be on 9th 

December.  A dedicated Risk Assessment produced by the Rotary Club can be found 
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by clicking here (Appendix 4).  Please note this will be a socially distanced round this 
year and the Rotary Club ask that everyone respects the procedures implemented to 
keep everyone safe. 

156  Items for consideration (for information only) 
It was agreed to continue with the advent window for this year and the clerk is to organise and 
advertise.  The clerk has asked the Feoffees if they will be putting a Christmas Tree up again 
this year, although there won’t be any signing and mulled wine. 
Mrs Philippa Hope advised that a tribute to those who are remembered on the war memorial 
has been published on the heritage project website and thanks to Marian Land for sharing her 
hard work. 
A member of the public thanked the clerk for chasing CCC and repairs to the Holliday’s Road 
footpath. 
Meeting closed 20:34pm 
Next meeting Wednesday 2nd December 2020 @ 7pm 

 
Clerk 

 
Bluntisham 100 club draw took place:  
 
1st place wins £50 – 74 Jonathan Clarke 
2nd place wins £20 – 56 Mike Ward 
3rd place wins £10 – 81 Sue Wall 
 


