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October 2021 Vlog 
Interrupted Journeys and Joseph 

Have you had to postpone a trip in the past 18 months because of health regulations or 
concerns?  If so, you have a lot of company.  It’s what just happened again to me and a 
group of friends.  But this time I thought about a Biblical journey that got seriously 
interrupted—and yet amazing good came out of it.  That reminder gave new 
perspective, which I’ll share momentarily, as it might be relevant to you and to your 
friends whose journeys are also being blocked.   

It began with a trip planned to the Bible lands last April.  (I love to take groups to Israel 
and Jordan to see where all the Biblical figures actually lived.) That trip had to be 
postponed to this fall. Understandable:  Everything was being pushed back.  So this 
week I was finalizing the much-anticipated journey just four weeks away when I 
realized we were caught in the ultimate “Traveler’s Catch 22.”  Two governments—
ours and Israel’s—had health regulations that didn’t sync.  Sparing you the details, let’s 
just say we had to pull the plug again. 

One thing that struck me immediately was how glad I was that we made the decision 
to offer a VIRTUAL Tour of Israel starting in January of this year.  For that seems to be 
the only way people are getting into Israel these days.  A virtual tour has at least two 
merits:  It doesn’t have to be postponed, and a simple click enables anyone to “travel” 
from the comfort of their favorite armchair.  

I couldn’t help but think of another odyssey—one that took place over 3,000 years ago 
and takes up more than an astonishing quarter of the book of Genesis.  We call this 
journey the Joseph stories.  They begin with the sojourn the patriarch Jacob sends his 
son Joseph on—for the purpose of finding his brothers in nearby Shechem (Gen. 37:12–
17).  
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What should have taken a couple of days turned into years and involves one of the 
most dramatic sagas of the Hebrew Scriptures—one in which jealousy and hatred cause 
a brother to be abandoned, get sold into slavery, be forced to navigate his way in a 
foreign empire, experience an ancient version of sexual harassment, serve prison time 
(even though innocent), and eventually to be freed and to rise to one of the highest 
positions in Egypt.  Through it all, Joseph understands that God is with him, has never 
abandoned him, cares for him, guides him, and reveals what he needs to know to save 
not just himself and his family, but nations.  Wow.  It’s all told in Genesis chapters 37–
50. 

That cycle of stories is so incredibly relevant to our own times, filled as they are with 
what look like very different challenges on the surface but involve the same demand to 
work through fear, intimidation, division, and power.   

So, let’s remember to see that even the most interrupted journeys can be filled with 
blessings from our great God that are beyond what we might imagine.  All that’s 
required is to maintain that conscious awareness, as Joseph did, of who is really in 
charge.  Always. 

And by the way, I talked about Joseph today because I’ve been knee-deep in Genesis 
for months, preparing for an in-depth session in October, which will be given both in 
person and virtually.  If you’re interested, click below.  I’ll see you in the Scriptures! 


