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ALBERTA ARTS DISTRICT

Around 
Town

5 
QUADRANTS IN THE CITY  
(NW, SW, NE, SE AND N)

ABC 
ALPHABETICAL STREETS IN THE 

PEARL AND NW DISTRICTS  
AID NAVIGATION

15+ 
NEIGHBORHOODS ARE 

DESTINATIONS FOR ARTS, FOOD 
AND SHOPPING 

3 
MONTHLY ART WALKS IN  

THE PEARL, ALBERTA AND CENTRAL 
EAST SIDE DISTRICTS

95 
OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED 

PORTLAND NEIGHBORHOOS

Neighborhood-oriented since its founding, Portland began as a grid of 
half-sized downtown blocks and grew outward into five quadrants to 
become the major, but manageable, city it is today. Although divided 
into 95 neighborhoods, many of Portland’s neighborhoods share similar 
cultural elements and work together to form the city’s vibrant and di-
verse identity. Stroll through one area in an afternoon, or pedal through 
several in a day. Either way, packed with eclectic shops, inviting public 
parks, trend-setting restaurants and eye-grabbing architecture, Port-
land’s distinctive neighborhoods overflow with original experiences. 
See the Tours page for information on guided tours of Portland’s  
neighborhoods.

Northeast 

ALBERTA ARTS DISTRICT/KILLINGSWORTH
If a neighborhood ever exemplified the term “grassroots,” Alberta Arts 
District would lead the pack. After a period of neglect and dilapidation, 
the 20-block segment of Alberta Street has rebounded brilliantly, up-
lifted by a culturally diverse population full of local pride. Each month, 
the Last Thursday street festival attracts throngs to the area, with musi-
cians, artists, food carts and other indie-spirited residents partying past 
sundown. But Alberta is a feast for the senses all month, with boutiques 
and art spaces providing eye candy, and bars, cafés and restaurants 
whipping up irresistible eats. It’s the site of the original Salt & Straw — 
featuring inventive, worth-the-wait ice cream cones — and the adven-
turous eats of Aviary and Bollywood Theater. Foodies shouldn’t skip 
nearby N.E. Killingsworth, specifically the intersection with N.E. 30th a 
few blocks north of Alberta. Naomi Pomeroy’s Beast put this area on the 
map, and Autentica, Expatriate, DOC, Nonna and Yakuza Lounge have 
fortified the neighborhood. Just a short distance west, Podnah’s Pit has 
barbecue lovers lining up for some of the best brisket outside of Texas.

MISSISSIPPI AVENUE
There’s no mistaking the DIY atmosphere or the throwback feel of this 
beloved Portland street. Sitting at its heart, the 40,000-square-foot 
ReBuilding Center helps residents (and local businesses) re-use material 
from de-constructed homes and businesses to keep the area green. Its 
influence can be found all along the block from the makeshift eateries at 
the Mississippi Marketplace food cart pod, to the Mexican street-food-
inspired taqueria, ¿Por Qué No?. Every morning, bike-riding patrons fill 
the seats at Gravy and The Fresh Pot, a pharmacy repurposed as a coffee 
house. By day, indie shops like Bridge City Comics and gourmet ingredi-
ent boutique The Meadow draw browsers, while the music of Mississippi 
Studios, the microbrews of Stormbreaker and the Southern cooking of 
Miss Delta keep the crowds lingering late into the night.

NORTH WILLIAMS
Acting as a highway ushering cyclists to and from the city center, 
south-to-north running North Williams Ave. has earned its bike cor-
ridor title, demonstrating how Portland neighborhoods can thrive 
through embracing pedal-powered traffic. Alongside the bike lanes, 
eco-conscious apartments and businesses have popped up to fuel  
riders, including award-winning restaurants Lincoln and Tasty n Sons. 
Hopworks BikeBar remains the happy hour watering hole of choice for 
the helmeted set, complete with ample bicycle parking, bike-friendly 
take-out specials, organic brews on tap and Plug Out exercycles that 
generate power for the operation.

NW LOVEJOY ST.

WITH 3,000  
COMMUTERS PEDAL-
ING IT EVERY DAY, 
NORTH WILLIAMS IS 
PORTLAND’S PREMIER 
BIKE CORRIDOR. VISI-
TORS FIND PLENTY 
WORTH BRAKING 
FOR, INCLUDING 
TWO JAMES BEARD 
AWARD–NOMINATED 
RESTAURANTS.  –VIA
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28TH AND BURNSIDE

EAST BURNSIDE AND 28TH AVE
Totally hip and undeniably cool, East Burnside continues to grow its 
already impressive Portland street cred. Indie boutiques share cre-
ative space in the 811 Building, while top-shelf vintage stores — such 
as Bombshell Vintage, Hattie’s and Rock & Rose — offer fashion finds 
from Portland’s past. The legendary Le Pigeon anchors the dining scene 
along Burnside, and nearby Noble Rot serves up delicious dishes paired 
with a solid selection of Oregon wines. The Jupiter Hotel — a 1960s-era 
motel reimagined with ultra-modern touches — sits next to the Doug Fir 
Lounge where live music draws crowds several days a week.

On S.E. 28th, Paadee houses nationally renowned speakeasy 
Langbaan, which serves up an unassailable tasting menu of 100-year-
old royal Thai recipes. Down the street, Ken’s Artisan Pizza prepares 
beautifully blistered wood-fired pies, and Tapalaya crosses all culinary 
borders with its Vietnamese-meets-Cajun/Creole tapas. Other no-
tables include Screen Door’s line-inducing Southern classics, Laurel-
hurst Market’s reimagined steakhouse and Luce’s simple-yet-amazing 
Italian food.

Of course, there are other things to do here besides eat. Locals spend 
their evenings watching classic flicks at the beautifully restored Lau-
relhurst Theatre, and music junkies get their vinyl fix at the legendary 
Music Millennium — a store where visiting bands have been known to 
offer short sets prior to their evening concerts.

Northwest

NORTHWEST PORTLAND/NOB HILL
Tree-lined and teeming with activity, this walker’s paradise is filled 
with handsome Victorian and Colonial Revival homes, classic and 
contemporary apartments and storefronts aplenty. With the culinary 
and shopping corridors of Northwest 23rd and 21st avenues as the 
neighborhood’s spine, its streets are ideal for window shopping or 
table hopping. Foodies can visit a few of Northwest’s much-lauded hot 
spots for their fix of Catalan tapas at Ataula, sophisticated French fare 
at St. Jack and genre-defying ice cream flavors at Salt & Straw. Bound 
by West Burnside at the southernmost edge, the area stretches some 
20 blocks north, and extends eastward from Forest Park (the largest 
urban woodland in the country) to Interstate 405. 

OLD TOWN CHINATOWN
Steeped in local lore, Old Town Chinatown sits atop the “Shanghai 
Tunnels,” a labyrinth of 19th-century passageways that local legends 
claim were used to kidnap and enslave unsuspecting sailors (histori-
ans tend to believe the legends are more fiction than fact). Reached 
through an ornately carved, wooden arch, the colorful neighborhood 
is home to the Lan Su Chinese Garden, one of the largest Suzhou-style 
gardens outside China. A vibrant nightlife scene includes some of 
the city’s most popular gay bars, and clubs, and Portland pastry icon 
Voodoo Doughnut continues to draw lines at all hours for its famously 
zany creations. Adventurous visitors can book a bunk or private room 
at the Society Hotel — a newly restored hostel-meets-hotel that once 
served as a 19th century lodging house for sailors. On weekends, the 
Portland Saturday Market whirs to life alongside the Willamette River, 
allowing shoppers and spectators to sample the wares of the largest 
and longest-running open-air crafts market in the country.
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PEARL DISTRICT 
Mixed-use and effortlessly trendy, this revitalized neighborhood was 
characterized by abandoned warehouses and railway yards until the 
1990s, when it underwent a massive redevelopment of industrial-chic 
proportions. Today, the Pearl District has emerged as a swanky hub of 
loft living, cutting-edge design, stylish shopping, acclaimed restaurants 
and respected art galleries. Anchored to the south by Powell’s City of 
Books (the world’s largest independent bookstore) and to the north by 
BridgePort Brewing (the city’s oldest microbrewery), the neighborhood 
has risen alongside the spread of the Portland Streetcar, which con-
nects downtown with local goods purveyor MadeHere PDX, well-known 
brands like REI and lauded restaurants including Mediterranean Explo-
ration Company, Andina and Park Kitchen.

Southeast

BELMONT AND HAWTHORNE
Portland’s historic hipster and hippie haven has grown up a lot since 
the ‘90s, but Belmont and Hawthorne still embody the city’s free-
spirited ethos. A 50-block span lined with neon signs, brick buildings 
and repurposed bungalows, Hawthorne boasts an abundance of 
second hand shops, dive bars and inexpensive ethnic restaurants. 
Alongside these eclectic-minded standbys, intrepid foodies will also 
discover nationally acclaimed cuisine at Castagna, mouth-watering 
pork meatball banh mi sandwiches at Lardo, street food and late-night 
eats at the Cartopia food cart pod, and the street’s centerpiece: the 
brew-and-view Bagdad Theater. Nearby, Belmont has evolved into 
a creative culinary outlet, with gluten-free burger paradise Dick’s 
Kitchen, DIY pancake house Slappy Cakes and food cart Viking Soul 
Food leading the innovative charge. Both streets offer shopping 
aplenty, with a pair of satellite Powell’s Books locations along with 
Presents of Minds for local gifts on Hawthorne, and Noun, a home 
decor and cupcake boutique keeping Belmont current. 

CENTRAL EASTSIDE
Not long ago, the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry (OMSI) 
was the Central Eastside’s big draw, but the former industrial area has 
since evolved into a hotbed of tech businesses, edgy art galleries, craft 
distilleries, indie shops, popular restaurants and a roaring nightlife. 
Connected to downtown via the Portland Streetcar and MAX light 
rail, this neighborhood is where the salumists at Olympia Provisions 
cure exquisite charcuterie, spirit-makers on Distillery Row bottle up 
greatness and urban wineries like Cooper’s Hall and Clay Pigeon break 
the mold for winemaking. Nearby, the cools kids can sip cocktails at 
Rum Club, Dig A Pony and Bit House Saloon, while diners slurp house-
made ramen at Boke Bowl and feast on cold zakuski plates at Kachka. 
Beer lovers also have access to hallowed ground at the medieval-influ-
enced Hair of the Dog brewery and the innovative Commons Brewery.

And while all that makes for exciting evenings, this is a 24-hour des-
tination. Runners, walkers and cyclists enjoy the Vera Katz Eastbank 
Esplanade, which includes a 1,200-foot (366 m) floating walkway — 
yielding stunning city views and amazing sunsets — the longest of its 
kind in the country.

BELMONT

MISSISSIPPI 

STREET FAIRS
See Events page for more.

Alberta 
One of Portland’s most 
eclectic street fairs, the 
Alberta Street Fair draws 
more than 25,000 visitors 
each August to experi-
ence three music stages, a 
beer garden and 300 local 
vendors.

Belmont
The street fair season winds 
down in style each Septem-
ber with delicious dishes 
and free trolley rides at the 
Belmont Street Fair.

Division/Clinton 
The Division/Clinton Street 
Fair celebrates its pride for 
the Southeast’s top-rated 
eateries and shops every July, 
culminating in a neighbor-
hood parade.
 
Hawthorne 
Portland’s longest-running 
street fair, Hawthorne pulls 
out all the stops every 
August with multiple music 
stages, two beer gardens and 
blocks of sidewalk sales from 
Hawthorne’s 100+ stores.

Mississippi
Home to the historic Mis-
sissippi Studios, Mississippi 
bring the tunes (and the 
crowds) for the city’s largest 
street fair. Five stages feature 
live music acts and draw in 
more than 30,000 visitors to 
the neighborhood.

CENTRAL 
EASTSIDE

THE CITY HAS EMERGED  
AS THE CAPITAL OF WEST 
COAST URBAN COOL.
–THE NEW YORK TIMES
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CULTURAL DISTRICT

DIVISION/CLINTON
As Portland’s culinary reputation has grown, Division/Clinton has 
quickly emerged as the epicenter of the city’s hottest new eats. The neigh-
borhood’s path to epicurean enlightenment began with Duane Sorenson’s 
original Stumptown Coffee and Andy Ricker’s Pok Pok, which continues 
to draw crowds for its flavorful takes on Thai street food. Today Division 
is arguably one of the best dining destinations in the country. Kick the day 
off with a Reggie Deluxe from Pine State Biscuits, enjoy fresh Northwest 
fare at Sorenson’s cozy Woodsman Tavern and close out the night with 
perfectly flaky pies from Lauretta Jean’s for dessert. Other notables 
receiving national media attention include Sorenson’s Ava Gene’s, Jenn 
Louis’ Sunshine Tavern, Bollywood Theater, Southeast Wine Collective, 
Roe (located inside B&T Oyster Bar) and Salt & Straw. Parallel to Division 
St., bike-friendly Clinton St. has its own menus to boast about, including 
Scandinavian breakfast at Bröder. Clinton is also easily accessible via the 
recently opened MAX Orange Line, which connects downtown Portland 
to the South Waterfront and the neighborhoods of Southeast.

Southwest / Downtown

CULTURAL DISTRICT
Distinguished by tall, leafy elms, Portland’s artistic and intellectual 
hub is home to cultural treasures including the Arlene Schnitzer 
Concert Hall, the Portland’5 Center for Performing Arts, the Oregon 
Historical Society, the Portland Art Museum and the Northwest 
Film Center. Whether it’s for an evening with the Oregon Symphony 
or a morning at the Portland Farmers Market on the Portland State 
University campus, visitors to this neighborhood usually enjoy a stroll 
through the South Park Blocks, a 12-block stretch of green space set 
aside in 1852 to be “a cathedral of trees with a simple floor of grass.”

PIONEER DISTRICT
Both a destination and a launching point to further adventure, the Pio-
neer District is where Portland’s public transportation lines converge 
on the city’s big brand shopping and entertainment. Known as “Port-
land’s living room,” Pioneer Courthouse Square is constantly abuzz with 
outdoor events like the Holiday Ale Festival and the free summertime 
“Noon Tunes” concert series. The seven block area enveloping the 
square teems with upscale, tax-free shopping from such mainstays as 
Apple, Nordstrom, Louis Vuitton, Tiffany & Co., Nike’s flagship store 
and a host of other shops inside Pioneer Place shopping center. Travel-
ers can tour the historic Pioneer Courthouse and get local advice at 
Travel Portland’s Visitor Information Center in the square.

WEST END
This neighborhood, wedged in south of Powell’s Books and west of the 
downtown retail core, has refined its unruly roots to foster some of the 
city’s most authentic tastemakers. The Ace Hotel started the retro-chic 
renaissance, and now everything from the long-lasting leather wares of 
Tanner Goods to the hearty cocktails at Clyde Common seems to pack 
an extra punch. The shops at Union Way — a skylight-lit shopping arcade 
carved from a pair of former nightclubs — are chock-full of designer 
wear, handcrafted products and local gifts. And whether you shop or rock 
till you drop, McMenamins Crystal Hotel has you covered: It’s where 
concertgoers crash in style after a night of live music and revelry at the 
legendary Crystal Ballroom. The neighborhood also boasts the largest 
collection of food carts in the city (and the largest concentration of street 
food vendors in the country) at S.W. 10th Ave. and Alder St.

DIVISION/CLINTON

TIDBIT FOOD FARM

NEIGHBORHOOD
PODS
Cartopia  
A favorite of late-nighters on 
Hawthorne, Cartopia hosts 
notables Potato Champion 
(dishing up crispy, twice-fried 
Belgian-style fries), Pyro 
Pizza and PBJ’s Grilled (try 
the Smoked Goat, laden with 
almond butter, bacon, goat 
cheese and apricot jam). 

PIEDMONT STATION
North Portland’s newest food 
cart pod, Piedmont Station 
sports an expansive seating 
area flanked by planter boxes 
laden with berry bushes and 
fruit trees. Carts include PDX 
Dönerländ, offering Turkish 
German food, and Snackrilege, 
dishing out healthy, vegan 
options.

Mississippi Marketplace
The choices at the hip Missis-
sippi Marketplace include veg-
an-friendly rice bowls packed 
with fresh ingredients at Native 
Bowl and Korean-style tacos 
from prolific Portland street 
food purveyor Koi Fusion.
 
Tidbit Food Farm
Popular food carts at Division’s 
Tidbit Food Farm and Garden 
include Timber’s Dog House 
and Scout Beer Garden, but 
Tidbit isn’t all food. Lodekka 
draws vintage clothing seekers 
to its double-decker bus and a 
1979 Airstream trailer houses 
Menagerie’s jewelry and gifts.

CHOCKABLOCK WITH 
GAME-CHANGING 
RESTAURANTS, CAFES, 
AND BOUTIQUES,  
DIVISION/CLINTON IS 
STILL THE CITY’S BEST 
PLACE TO GRAB A  
BITE AND BROWSE. 
 –SUNSET

 PIONEER COURTHOUSE SQUARE


