
 

 
 

 
PURPOSE: 
This proposal will enhance the ability of child welfare programs to reunify foster children with their 
parents, by ensuring that CalWORKs families whose children have been removed and placed into 
foster care continue to receive monthly cash assistance while active reunification efforts are 
ongoing in the child welfare system.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The passage of Assembly Bill 429 (Chapter 111, Statutes of 2001) provided for the continuation 
of CalWORKs services, under specified circumstances, when a child has been removed from the 
home and is placed in foster care. Any biological or adoptive parent whose eligible child or children 
has been removed from the home and placed foster care while their CalWORKs case is open 
may be entitled to receive CalWORKs services if the county determines the services are 
necessary for family reunification and the parent has a family reunification plan. Children and 
families participating in both programs are often referred to as CalWORKs Family Reunification 
(FR) families. 
 
The original approach in SB 249 (Chesbro), which was sponsored by the CWDA and was partially 
enacted in the 2001 budget process via AB 429, would have also continued the cash grant while 
reunification services were being provided. However, the cash grant provision was removed in 
policy committee. 
 
Removing cash assistance from a family that is already below the poverty line makes reunification 
even more difficult to achieve, can destabilize the family and ultimately can result in the family 
becoming homeless. While the child welfare agency cannot remove a child from a family due 
solely to homelessness, a judge cannot reunify a child to an unsheltered parent. Since the 2001 
law change, the cost of living in California has continued to increase significantly, especially for 
housing. The current statewide housing crisis must drive a re-examination of the current policy. 
Additionally, the over-representation of families of color in the foster care system has led to a re-
examination of the policies that create barriers to reunification for families.  
 
CWDA’s 2020 sponsored bill SB 1341 (Hurtado), which would have provided for up to 180 days 
of cash assistance, passed both houses. Governor Gavin Newsom vetoed the bill, writing in his 
veto message that costs of providing cash assistance “could be more appropriately addressed 
through the annual budget process.”  
 
PROPOSED SOLUTION: 
This budget proposal seeks an estimated $1.7 million General Fund to allow CalWORKs families 
whose children have been removed and placed into foster care to continue receiving monthly 
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cash assistance while active reunification efforts are ongoing in the child welfare system. This will 
enable families to maintain stability and retain housing, thereby improving the chances of 
reunifying children and their parents. 
 
 
 
For More Information:   
 
Cathy Senderling-McDonald, CWDA Executive Director 
csend@cwda.org 
 
Diana Boyer, CWDA Director of Adults and Children’s Policy 
dboyer@cwda.org  
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