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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Special Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 6th July, 2011, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Parish Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors G Burlison, S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and D Robb 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
35. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor C Stacey. 
 
36. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
37. CHILD PROTECTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES POLICIES 
 
The Clerk reported that terms and conditions of grant had been received from Durham County 
Council in respect of grants towards Cornsay Colliery Play Area and the repairs to the Community 
Centre ceiling.  A requirement of the grants was that the Council had in place appropriate child 
protection and equal opportunities policies, and accordingly, appropriate draft policies had been 
produced for consideration.  
 
Resolved: That the Child Protection and Equal Opportunities Policies, as circulated, be approved 
and adopted.   
 
38. TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF GRANT 
 
Copies of the terms and conditions which were attached to the grants towards Cornsay Colliery Play 
Area and the repairs to the Community Centre ceiling were made available for Members’ inspection. 
 
Resolved: That the terms and conditions of grant be accepted and signed by two Members of the 
Council. 
 
39. LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND – ELECTORAL 

REVIEW FOR COUNTY DURHAM 
 
County Councillor Armstrong was in attendance and explained the LGBCE’s proposals and how they 
affected this area.  The LGBCE aimed to improve electoral equality, but attempted to also reflect 
community identity and links.  
 
It was felt that their proposals did not reflect community identity in some areas, including this one, 
and County Councillors had therefore identified some alternatives, details of which had been 
circulated to Parish Councillors.  
 
Briefly, the County Council’s proposals entailed the inclusion of the Parish with Esh Winning, Ushaw 
Moor and Bearpark in a new Deerness Division. 
 
Discussions took place and it was acknowledged this it would be virtually difficult to suggest that 
Hamsteels should be included in any Division other than that into which Esh Winning fell due to the 
transport links and reliance on services.  In the case of Cornsay Colliery however it was suggested 
that the village had closer links to Langley Park and Esh Village and would be better sitting within the 
proposed Witton Gilbert and Langley Park Division, while residents in Cornsay Village had not 
expressed any strong feelings in relation to where they felt the village would be best placed, however 
it was noted that all services had to be accessed elsewhere as there were no services within the 
village.  
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The Parish was currently warded with Hamsteels and Cornsay Colliery being within the one ward and 
Cornsay Village in the other.  It was acknowledged that if the Parish was to be split between 
Divisions alterations would be required in relation to the Parish wards, most probably with Cornsay 
Colliery and Cornsay Village forming one ward and Hamsteels Estate the other. It was also noted 
that this suggestion would result in the transfer of a small number of electors from one Division to 
another and that the electoral variance in the two Divisions would still remain well within the LGBCE’s 
permitted tolerances.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the County Council’s amended proposals be supported, except that Cornsay 
Village and Cornsay Colliery should be included within the proposed Witton Gilbert and Langley Park 
Division.  
 
(ii) That an appropriate response be sent to the LGBCE and copies to Durham County Council.  

 
The Meeting closed at 8.40 pm 

 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


