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President's Report

Greetings all! As I sit writing this, I
almost need to take a double check of my calendar to
confirm what month it is. I am struck by this difference
between this fall and Fall 2017 as I look at a
photograph from this time last year where I was only
wearing a light jacket while working outside! It’s a
reminder that our weather may be getting more
unpredictable and is expected to get more extreme in the years ahead and for that reason we
must be extra diligent in our stewardship efforts at our Lake.

We’ve had another great year with the Association. Your Board and the
Committees continue to work hard on your behalf as you’ll see in the pages that follow. Of
particular note last summer was the celebration of our 10th Anniversary. It’s hard to believe
that 10 years have passed since an inspired group of people decided to gauge the interest in
launching a lake association. We invited the founding representatives to our Anniversary event
and held a cake cutting ceremony to thank them for their contribution. In discussing those early
days with them, many didn’t know if it would work but were so very happy and proud that it
has and continues to be so successful.

I was flipping through the many articles and other documents on our website the
other day (www.lakegeorgehpi.ca) and was particularly struck by the historical reports
produced by the Association in the early days. I encourage you to have a look. They contain
some very interesting information as well as reminiscences of some of the earliest campers to
the lake, and even some very early photographs – one showing a huge dam on the lake outlet in
the early part of the 20th century.

Speaking of interesting, just wait until you read the rest of what’s in this
newsletter: Committee reports, merchandise (with some brand new merchandise for winter!),
launch of 2019 calendars, annual contests with a new twist, and more!
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As noted last summer our membership numbers are at the highest level they ever
been and we need to continue this trend
so if you haven’t renewed your
membership you can do so on the web
site or by contacting your Zone
Representative or me! We are always
interested in hearing from you on your
thoughts about things affecting and
around the lake so please do not hesitate
to reach out with any questions or
comments you may have.

On behalf of your Lake George Board, I want to wish all a safe and happy winter
season and we’ll look forward to seeing you again at the Lake in the Spring!

Chris

Water Committee Report

With the wild wind, snow, and freezing temperatures that characterized the first
couple weeks of November, summer is all but a distant memory. The Water Committee,
however, continues its work year-round to help monitor and protect the quality of the water in
Lake George. Below is a brief update from the committee:

Water Levels: After record low water levels in 2017, the summer of 2018 was, thankfully, more
normal in terms of water levels. Other than for a few weeks in June, water levels in 2018 were
above the 132.48 m “preferred water level” benchmark for the entire summer. By comparison,
in 2017 water levels were below this level for the entire summer, even falling below 132.0
metres in October. Beavers have been seen in the outlet area, and the dams that are in place at
the end of the outlet no doubt contributed to these more stable water levels. As is often the case,
however, regular and heavy rain events in the fall caused have caused water levels to increase.
Hopefully they will return to their regular levels prior to winter.

No Trapping Signs in the Outlet Area: The Water Committee, on behalf of the Board, is
looking into the possibility of posting no trapping signage (red dots) on the private land along
the outlet. It is hoped that this will create a deterrent to anyone considering trapping and
removing beavers from the outlet area. Permission has been obtained from the landowner and
all applicable government rules and requirements are being followed. Note that such signage
can not be posted on the portion of land around the outlet that is owned by the Crown.

Water Monitoring: Once again, data observations from regular water quality monitoring over
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the summer indicate that the lake is healthy. A big thank you to President Chris Blair for the
many volunteer hours spent over the season in monitoring the lake’s health.

Invasive Plants: You may have noticed that there is more and more reporting in the news on
the subject of invasive plants. Of particular concern is the confirmation of Eurasian water milfoil
(see photo insert) in the St. John River system. This aggressive plant creates dense mats that can
interfere with recreational activity and negatively impact native plants, fish, and wildlife. Given
the presence of this dangerous invasive plant so close to our lake, it is of utmost importance for
all visitors and residents of Lake George to be aware of this danger and take extra precaution in
inspecting and washing any gear (boats, waders, lures, etc.) that has been in contact with
another body of water. More information on Eurasian water milfoil can be found on the web
sites of the Government of New Brunswick (www.gnb.ca) and the New Brunswick Alliance of
Lake Associations (www.nbala.ca). Left is a photo of the Eurasian water milfoil, as well as some
tips on how to identify it.

• Feather-like leaves arranged in whorls of 3 to 6 around the stem
(4 leaves most common) 

   

• Whorls are openly spaced (1 cm or more) on long spaghettilike
stems 

   

• Average 12 to 24 leaflet pairs per leaf 
   

• Tip of the plant will be reddish in colour and small reddish
flowers appear above the water surface in mid-summer

Ice Out Contest: The ice out contest is back! To encourage greater participation in 2019, the winner
will receive – in addition to bragging rights – a $25 gift card to The Loch Pub & Grill in Harvey! Details
on how and when to vote will be updated on Facebook and through membership email in March. As
usual, everyone is eligible to vote with the restriction of only one vote per person.

If you have any comments or concerns on these or other
water quality matters, please contact the Water Committee at
lakegeorgehpi@gmail.com

LGHPI Merchandise

We have lots of merchandise for those people on your
list that Love Lake George. Our 2019 LG Calendars ($15) are now
available. Lake George Life Style shirts in many colors and sizes. Get
yours by contacting Stuart Blair at stuart@coveybasics.com

We have a great item on SALE, our LG Blankets only $12
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(down from $18)! And new this year our Lake George
Toque! Just in time for the cold weather and
Christmas! The Toques and calendars are available at
Coveys on Prospect Street. Upon request, Calendars
may be mailed ($15 PLUS applicable postage), please
send particulars to Lynne either by FB messenger or
phellasmom@gmail.com.

LGHPI Invasive Plant Patrol Report

In the summer of 2017, a group of Lake
George residents completed a second workshop in identifying native and invasive aquatic plants
and in surveying methods.
This group became our “Plant Patrol ".

In the summer of 2018, the
LGHPI was given an Environmental Trust
fund grant to identify native aquatic plant
species in Lake George, and to publish a
pamphlet identifying these native species.
Kelly Janssens and Amy Cook spent their
on water time last summer on this
project, while at the same time keeping an
eye out for any nonnative plants.

With that project wrapping up in March of 2019, it is hoped the “Plant Patrol” can
become active in the summer of 2019 in completing a shoreline survey of the lake.

With the recent discovery of a very robust invasive aquatic invader in areas of the
Saint John River, area lakes should be ramping up their efforts in regard to identifying invasive
aquatic plants. Eurasian water-milfoil has been discovered in Nackawic at the boat landing, at
Mactaquac at the Marina and at Woodstock at the main boat landing and in several other areas
in Saint John.

Why is this concerning? Eurasian water- milfoil is spread by fragmentation, with
existing plants being broken and the fragments rerooting in the same water way or being
carried to another waterway. Boats, trailers, canoes, kayaks, sea dos, fishing gear, can all
transport plant fragments from one waterway to another. There are many boats which use the
head pond and also area lakes. There is real danger here of this plant being transported to one
of the many area lakes.

Once established, these plants are extremely difficult and expensive to remediate
and they impact water quality greatly.

So, the work of volunteer groups on lakes in educating and patrolling has become
very important.
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Signage
The New Brunswick Alliance

of Lake Associations (of which the LGHPI
is a member) has in the last 6 months
partnered with the Canadian Council of
Invasive Species on a sign campagne.

This “Clean, Drain, Dry“
program has seen a sign designed
(bilingual for NB), that would be posted at
boat landings and access points to lakes,
with reminders about cleaning boats and
equipment.

The NBALA will be providing
these signs and a steel post to each member lake at no cost. Signs will be available to erect when
the ground is frost free in the spring. These signs will be a valuable part of an education
program.

H

ave
a Merry Christmas

and a

New

Happy

Year !




