
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 
At the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING of the ELECTORS of CORNSAY PARISH held on 15th May 2013 at 

7.00pm in Hamsteels Community Hall, Esh Winning.  

 

Present:  

Councillor Barbara Armstrong (in the Chair) 

and Parish Councillors Pat Clark, Stan Clark, Kathleen Duggan, Syd Duggan and Rhoda 

Makepeace  

 County Councillors David Bell and Jean Chaplow 

 1 member of the public 

 

Apologies:  

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors Joe Armstrong and  Ann 

Bonner 

 

Opening Remarks: 

 Councillor Barbara Armstrong welcomed those present to the meeting. 

 

Minutes: 

 The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 30th May 2012 were confirmed as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council: 

 Councillor Barbara Armstrong gave her report on the Parish Council’s activities 
throughout the year explaining that the Council had had another active and productive 
year this year.   
 
In terms of membership, the Parish Council had been sad to lose George Burlison who 
had stepped down due to work commitments and while 3 seats remained vacant following 
the election on 2 May, it was hoped that these could be filled through the year.  
 
Boundary changes at the election had resulted in the Parish being split across two 
electoral divisions, Esh and Witton Gilbert and Deerness and the area was represented 
by 5 County Councillors. 
 
Work on the project to replace the community centre had continued.  Planning permission 
had been granted however the application to the Big Lottery for funding had been 
rejected.  Options for funding from elsewhere were being investigated.  Disappointingly 
major damage to the building during storms in April had led to the closure of the main hall 
and discussions were ongoing with the insurance company in relation to repairs. 
 
The Council’s website continued to receive a steady stream of visitors and allowed people 
from around the world to see what was happening in the Parish. 
 
The year had been quiet in relation to planning applications, with most being for relatively 
minor developments.  An application for an anaerobic digester at High Hedleyhope Farm, 
which the Parish Council had objected to, had been refused by the County Council 
however the applicant had appealed and the outcome was awaited. 
 
Changes in the way Council Tax benefit was paid had resulted in the Council’s tax base 
decreasing by 25%.  Although this would have been somewhat offset by a grant, the 
Council would still have faced a shortfall in income.  The Council had concluded therefore 
that a 14% increase in the precept was required however this was, in the main, in the 
region of only a couple of pounds per household. 



 
As in previous years, the Council had agreed to put aside money towards the new 
community centre and had done so again. 
 
The Council had worked with residents and the Mid Durham AAP to develop a village 
action plan.  The actions identified would be progressed further throughout the coming 
year.   

 

Reports from Other Organisations: 

 Hamsteels Luncheon Club –  

A recent food hygiene inspection had been very successful, with the maximum 

score of 5 being awarded under the ‘Scores on the Doors’ scheme. 

 

  Hamsteels History Group –  

The Group was working on a second book, Places & People in and around Esh 

Winning and had taken part in the ‘Britain from the Air’ project which had been 

very successful. 

 

  Cornsay Village Residents Association –  

The Association had had another successful year and had various plans for the 

forthcoming year.   

 

Issues Raised by Electors: 

  No issues were raised by Electors.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 7.15pm 


