
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Project Core
Integrating Communication Apps 

and Speech Generating Devices 
Importance 
There are a growing 
number of 
communication 
applications (apps) for 
mobile tablets and 
speech generating 
devices (SGDs) that 
provide access to 
core vocabulary, 
along with the 
benefits of voice 
output. Such systems 
may be well-suited to 
meeting the needs 
and preferences of 
your students. The 
teaching practices 
defined as part of the 
Project Core 
implementation 
program can be 
applied to many of 
these communication 
solutions, including 
many 
printed/laminated 
formats, apps, and 
high-tech SGDs 

Where to start 
We recommend students have access to all 36 words included in the 
Universal Core vocabulary. Many communication apps and SGDs offer 
these words as part of their robust vocabulary options. Important first steps 
include identifying where on the student’s device each of the prioritized 
Universal Core words is located and noting how to efficiently access each 
word. A simple key to fill-in is available for download from the Project 
website at project-core.com/key.  If individual words are not available or 
the organization does not support efficient access to each word, consider 
adding the words or revising the organization to make the 36 Universal 
Core vocabulary words more accessible. 

Differences in core vocabulary layouts 
Depending on the diversity of needs among your students, you may have a 
range of core vocabulary layouts to support in your classroom. While we 
recommend use of shared classroom supports (such as poster-size 
communication displays) to increase opportunities for students to see 
symbols modeled during group lessons, use of these shared supports 
should not replace modeling on each student’s personal system as much 
as possible. This will help students make connections between your 
models and how they can use their own system to communicate. Design 
classroom supports to be as consistent as possible with individual 
communication systems, but focus on modeling with each child’s device 
when students have diverse communication solutions. 

Balancing access to the Universal Core with other 
vocabulary 
The Project Core implementation program and its emphasis on a Universal 
Core vocabulary is intended to be an initial core-based communication 
system for students with significant cognitive disabilities and complex 
communication needs. Many of these students have extremely limited 
access to symbols that support flexible communication. The Universal 
Core vocabulary was designed as an initial foundation that will help all 
students move toward the robust, individualized solutions we know can 
lead to lifelong success in communication and learning. The Universal Core 
vocabulary words are prioritized based on the frequency of opportunities 
and range of contexts for modeling each day. Applying the teaching 
practices to model and support use of the Universal Core vocabulary on 
communication applications and SGDs does not preclude continued 
support of more specialized and individualized vocabulary where available 
and appropriate. 

For More 
Information 

Contact the Project 
Core Team at 

project-core@unc.edu 
or visit 

www.project-core.com 
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