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KEEP CURRENT WITH UPCOMING EVENTS IN CRUISE NEWS

NEXT ICA GET TOGETHER  

FRIDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER AT THE RNZYS

Club Events see pg 6
Sail 2 Indonesia 2017

Doyle PCR Update
Passage Planning

What Works
ICA Events for 2017

Lots of Updates
The Natural Beauty of Tonga
Top - Nuku Island, Vava’u
Center -Nomuka Iki - South Ha’apai
Lower - Sunset in Paradise 

2017 PCR
Starts 6th May

Maybe!

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Island-Cruising-Association/123857301063240
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Tonga is the first stop on this 
years Pacific Circuit Rally. 
The fleet can look forward to 
stunning scenery, crystal clear 
waters and melted butter!

John & Lyn

After a hectic month with several late 
cyclones hitting NZ and Australia the 
weather is finally starting to settle 
down. With just one week to go until 
the start of this years Doyle Pacific 
Circuit Rally the weather is shaping up 
quite well. I’ve probably just jinxed it 
but oh well we’re cruising so a short 
delay is not too hard to bear.
The Sail 2 Indonesia Rally for 2017 is 
now closed for entries and the paper-
work is well underway. Next for the 
participants is the Visa process which 
will start shortly.
This months mag is a bit shorter than 
usual but prepare for more as the sea-
son heats up.
To all those getting out there, safe 
sailing, calm seas and enjoy!

www.islandcruising.co.nz

2017 ICA DOYLE PACIFIC CIRCUIT RALLY 
Registrations are still open for legs 3 and 4

see the EOI form at 
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=2590

2018 MULTIHULL SOLUTIONS 
WONDERFUL SAIL 2 INDONESIA RALLY

Register NOW, rally open to Mono’s, 
Multy’s, Power and sail - 11-25m

ICA FRENCH POLYNESIA RALLY
Expressions of Interest are sought for this rally
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=2714

ICA 2018 SAIL TONGA RALLY
Expressions of Interest are now open for this 

rally
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3878

NEXT UP.
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Living 
in 

Paradise!
Australia, The Pacific Islands or little old 
‘Godzone” NZ, it doesn’t matter. Getting 
out on the water is “Living the Dream”.

Send us your ‘Living the Dream” photos, we’d love to share 
them through Cruise News.
Above and right are two pics taken by Peter and Loraine on 
“Pixie” out and about over Easter. The Moffit’s are over from 
Australia to join us on this years Pacific Circuit Rally.
Anchored in Awaawaroa Bay on the south side of Moturua 
Island in New Zealand’s Bay of Islands we were entertained 
for a couple of hours by a pod of Dolphins ‘Frolicking’ in the 
bay amongst the anchored boats. No sooner had the Dolphins 
departed than we were treated to some ‘Bunny Madness’ and 
showered with chocolate Easter eggs.

Photo's Courtesy of Peter and Loraine on Pixie



WE WOULD LOVE TO GET TO KNOW YOU BETTER

WHO ARE THE MEMBERS OF THE ISLAND CRUISING ASSOCIATION? 

The readers of our monthly Cruise News publications come from a variety of backgrounds, with differing sailing experience; from none to 
thousands of ocean miles. Whether from New Zealand, Australia, USA, UK or beyond we would love to know more about you, your boat; if you 
have one or dream of one, your sailing experiences, your favourite anchorages, your inspirations, professions and dreams. It would be great to 

put more faces to names and learn about our fellow cruisers. Please email us a recent photo of yourselves and your boat along with the answers 
to some of these questions; Name, Boat, Current location, About us, Favorite anchorages, Profession, dreams and inspirational motto, and each 

month we will share a few of them in our monthly Cruise News.
NAMES: James, Rebecca, Millie and Ben 

BOAT: QuickStar, a 46 foot Beneteau Oceanis
CURRENT LOCATION: Sydney, Australia

ABOUT US: QuickStar joined our family 18 months before she safely carried her crew of James, Bec,  Millie (10) and Ben (8) through 
a year of cruising, including the 2016 season with the ICA. Based in Sydney, we decided it was time to get a fresh perspective on 

life and take on a big, bold challenge.  Not being long time sailors and with just a bit of coastal sailing for family holidays under our 
belt, it certainly was a leap into the unknown. In addition to that, we were leaving work (engineering and IT), family (grandparents 

weren’t happy), friends and the safe life that was familiar. Even if that life was a lot more hectic than we wanted, at least we knew it 
was secure.  Joining the ICA gave us a lot of confidence and was a fantastic introduction to many people who are now close

friends.  Cruising has given us all a new outlook on our lives and the exposure of Millie and Ben to so many amazing and different  

. 



experiences has kindled their wonder at the world & given them a sense of personal confidence that city life couldn’t.

FAVOURITE ANCHORAGES: Each country we visited had something different to offer. The snorkelling in Fiji was amazing and the locals 
so friendly, the atolls of the Loyalty Islands (especially Ouvea) were beauty beyond words, but our favourite destination was   

 Vanuatu. Vanuatu offered us the remote, undeveloped experience we needed in a wild and fiery setting.  The overnight sail to 
Tanna Island, guided by the red glow of the Volcano, was magical.  Resolution Bay was safe and welcoming, with steam rising up 

through vents around us. There, as in so many other anchorages around Vanuatu, we were welcomed by the locals and
 traded boat items for fresh food. Then the volcano itself was overwhelmingly powerful and spectacular.  The many anchorages of 

the Maskelyne Islands were another treat. We pulled back the pace, getting to know the villagers and sharing meals with them.  We 
would happily spend a whole season in Vanuatu.

OUR DREAMS: We have returned to land life but we are determined to not lose sight of what our year cruising taught us. The cruising 
community was more welcoming and inclusive than we ever imagined possible, so we want to create a closer sense of connection 
with our local community.  We also realised that you can live larger with less things; by simplifying what we had we could focus on 
more important things. We have happily discarded many of the material things from our earlier life. More than anything, we have 

learned to be guided by happiness, and we will let that idea point us in the right direction. Hopefully it will lead us to another
cruising adventure.

Read more about our experiences at www.coconutcrush.me



SAILING WITH CHILDREN 
There are many families who would like to go long term sailing but may find it difficult to opt out of ‘normal society’, take their 

children out of school and just go. There may be pressures from other close family members that say it is not right or your own
worries that your children will suffer in some way from this change. My personal experience and the wonderful sailing families 

that I have met over the past 3 years say otherwise. Whether you sail with your children for 6 months or 6 years there are so many 
different learning experiences to be had that cannot be found in the school classroom. Not only that, the quality time spent       

together as a family is extremely hard to find on land within the busy lives that we all lead. A family we had the pleasure of sailing 
with on the 2016 Doyle Pacific Rally have put into words their feelings about the freedom the experience brought their two

children having taken a year out from their home in Australia. They are forever positively changed and hope to be able to repeat
the experience again in the future………………………………..Amanda 

MY YEAR WITHOUT PANTS
By Rebecca Cleary January 10, 2017 

Wearing pants has been optional for the QuickStar crew this past year, and more often than not we have opted out. Our endless summer has aided 
the pursuit of this state of undress and the limitation of fresh water for regular washing has justified it. Humbolt Squid, as the youngest crew member, 
has revelled more than most in his state of pantlessness, swinging freely from halyards in his undies; there are many more important things on which 
to spend one’s time each day than getting fully dressed. The absence of pants is just part of the heightened level of freedom that Squid and Dolphin 
have been blessed with this year, allowing them the uncommon privilege of a less structured childhood experience.

Childhood affords us many freedoms as we glide through life blissfully unmindful of anything that exists outside our pivotal point of reference - our own 
self. It is a time when we are unhindered by the constraints of responsibility and societal expectations, but with no knowledge that these things exist 
we can’t yet fully appreciate the joyous freedom that is temporarily ours. Childhood is a unique time of unencumbered exploration, where a
future adult’s views of the world and their place in it are formed. Ideally a child would be set loose to determine their own path and make mistakes 
along the way, but that doesn’t always happen these days. Children are scheduled with military precision into an array of suitably supervised 
activities with predetermined outcomes. Their goals are decided for them and how they will be achieved is carefully laid out. Skills are acquired, but 
not organically, so some of the truest experience of learning is lost.

While we have been away, there have been no swimming, drama, music or dance lessons, weekly soccer training or taekwondo is a distant memory 
and not a single scheduled weekend sporting activity has been present in our lives. Yet our children have danced barefoot with old 
cultures, learned the beat of traditional songs, swum hard to keep up with giant manta rays and tumbled through schools of tropical fish.  
They have carried soccer balls to remote villages and taken off their shoes to run and play with the local children.  They have rowed the dinghy ashore 
on their own, armed with a bottle of water, a VHF radio and independence, their only instructions being to play.  



They now say with confidence and calmness, “I’m taking 
the SUP out for a paddle”, knowing they are free to ex-
plore the bay where we have anchored. These are not one 
off instances, but form the general ebb and flow of their 
lives.  They have been free to  wander, making mistakes 
along the way and seeing how their actions have conse-
quences.  They have achieved much, and feel good about 
themselves despite the absence of plastic trophies. 

 Rowdy Hill sums up this type of childhood existence.  
The water children of a Northland sailing village have
 created   their own  secret village in the hills. Roles are 
defined; Dolphin is the carver, using the multi-tool she  
proudly bought with her pocket money, and Squid is the 
shop assistant trading in a currency of silver ferns. They 
have come up with four simple rules 
governing the village, attached to a tree on display for all 
to see. They are born from their experience of what cre-
ates a
 harmonious society and the need for some shared val-

ues to be agreed in order for Rowdy Hill to function: 1 Bring your   own materials to build your own structure; 2 Don’t damage or change other’s 
structures; 3 Don’t cut down any living trees; 4 Take your rubbish away with you. The children are left to their own devices, designing the village, 
gathering the materials needed and working together to achieve the goals they have set themselves. Dolphin sighed deeply at the end of a day 
of construction, acknowledging how hard it was to get design 
consensus; she was not complaining, just noting the life lesson she had learned. Squid returned enraged another day, barely able to express
 his anger at a live tree being cut down for one of the shelters. These experiences found their way into the Rowdy Hill Constitution. Left to learn
 in freedom and without adult guidance, these children have done well, they have done very well.

I’m not sure where my children will sit amongst the graded order of numeracy skills and swimming levels when we return to Sydney. Perhaps I 
have failed dismally at im parting problem solving algorithms learned by rote to get them through maths tests, and although their 
underwater swimming is strong, it might not fit with the requirements of the Marlin swim class. But I think they have gained the skills needed to 
help themselves find a means to fill in the gaps that are important to them. Their year without pants has upskilled them in ways a classroom could 
not and I hope that in years to come they will look back affectionately on this time of freedom and learning......... Rebecca





Big Mama’s 
Birthday Bash.

Pangaimotu Island Resort 
Tongatapu  

Kingdom of Tonga

28th Oct - 1st Nov. 2017
Relax and enjoy Big Mama’s hospitality before heading South for New Zealand at the 

end of the 2017 Cruising Season in this quintessential island paradise. 
Relax over the weekend enjoy some Fun and Games and Big Mama’s huge party on 

the 1st of November.
Plus get the very latest weather and passage info from 

John Martin, Director of the Island cruising Assoc.

Pangaimotu Island Resort
Phone: +676 771 5762 or Ph:+676 886 5233

Email:   pangaimotu2007@yahoo.com

29 SEPTEMBER – 6 OCTOBER 2017 
VAVA’U BLUE WATER 
FESTIVAL 
Vava’u, Kingdom of Tonga 
Hosted by the Vava’u Tourism Association, the 4th Annual Vava’u Blue 
Water Festival is the highlight of the cruising calendar in Tonga and 
showcases Vava’u as a true sailor’s paradise with year-round 
cruising in our crystal clear waters. Head in from one of Vava’u’s 42 
unspoilt anchorages and join us in the sheltered Port of Refuge 
harbor for a week of fun and festivities. Supported by the NZ 
Northland marine industry, the Vava’u Blue Water Festival has 
something for everyone to enjoy with days packed full of racing, 
games, BBQ’s, fancy dress, party nights and more. Proceeds from the 
festival support the development of the Vava’u Blue Water Sailing 
School to bring sailing skills back to the Kingdoms youth. 

29 September 

Vava’u Boatyard Sausage Sizzle 

Vava’u Tourism Association 
Cultural Party 

30 September 

Island Paddle & Snorkel Tour 

‘Cruise Tonga’ Information 
Evening 

2 October 

Island Team Games 

4th Vava’u Blue Water Festival 
Registration & Welcome Party 

3 October 

Port Opua Breakfast & 
Information Session 

NZ Biosecurity 

NZ Passage Planning 

4 October 

Hosea Primary School Cultural 
Show & Feast 

NZ Whangarei Info & Pizzas 

5 October 

Whangarei Vava’u Challenge 
Cup Fun Race Day 

Race After Party with Prize 
Giving 

6 October  

Treasures of the Bilge Swap 
Meet 

Closing Party on the Waterfront  

schedule events are subject to change 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/vavau

bluewaterfestival 



All Points Rally
to Opua, NZ

2017

www.bayofislandsmarina.co.nz/all-points-rally

The Bay of Islands Marina - ICA - All Points Rally is open to all 
sailors completing an ocean passage into New Zealand and is 
held mid November, at Opua in New Zealand’s favourite Bay of 
Islands.

Resources are provided for cruisers to help make the passage 
South; with details on weather, routes and what to expect. On 
arrival, Opua welcomes the fleet with just over 10 days of fun, food, 
seminars and activities.

Yachts can depart from any port in the Pacific, there is no fixed date 
for departure, so the best “weather window” can be used.

The event is now in its’ eighth year, and is getting bigger and better 
each year. In 2017, the Rally programme  incorporates the Opua 
Cruising Club’s “Seafarers week” and finishing with the Trade and 
Community fun day on Saturday 25th November.

Departure Ports
Pape’ete, Tahiti - Vava’u, Tonga - Nuku’alofa, Tonga - Savusavu, Fiji 

Lautoka, Fiji - Vila, Vanuatu - Noumea, New Caledonia

November 15th to 25th 2017
Incorporating the Opua Cruising Club - Seafarers Week

BROKERS

R

Burnsco Marine and Leisure is the biggest seller of marine and motorhome 

accessories in New Zealand. Burnsco is 100% NZ owned and operated 

and has been serving New Zealanders for over 100 years.   

With 15 stores from the Bay of Islands to Christchurch, you’re never too 

far from your favourite one stop boat and RV shop. 

Burnsco stocks over 10,000 products. It’s a huge range - marine 

electronics, safety gear, fishing tackle, kayaks, anchoring, clothing, 

marine paint, plumbing, electrical and lighting, yacht fittings and much 

more. So the chances are that you’ll find what you need at Burnsco. And 

if they haven’t got it, they can get it for you – fast! Nick and his team are 

known for their friendly, helpful and expert customer service. They know 

their stuff and can advise you on what will work best for your boat or 

motorhome.

When you’re in the store, sign up for the Burnsco Card. It’s free! And it 

gives you exclusive savings on many product lines, Rewards vouchers 

based on accumulated spend, entry into all Card promotions and prize 

draws, and invitations to Guru nights where experts explain products and 

techniques. Cruisers can get their own version of the Burnsco Card for 

quick and easy GST exempt purchases.

1 BEECHY STREET (THE BLUE STORE ON THE WHARF!)

P: 09 402 5204

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8:30AM TO 5:30PM

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 8:30AM TO 5:00PM

OPUA BRANCH

OPUA@BURNSCO.CO.NZ BURNSCO.CO.NZ

PAINT &
MAINTENANCE FISHING CLOTHING ELECTRONICS SAFETY

www.islandcruising.org

The primary goal of the Down Under ‘Go West’ Rally is to provide those who are heading 
‘Down Under’ with a professional & informative introduction to Australia and to ensure you 

receive current and accurate information prior to your departure and when you arrive.

RALLY ENTRY FEE: AUD$495.00
To join the Rally or submit an obligation free expression of interest go to: www.downunderrally.com

Your standard Australian yacht clearance fees 
are INCLUDED in the Rally Entry Fee. 
• The Down Under Rally will pay the fees associated 

with the initial biosecurity pratique & timber inspection
of all vessels that are registered participants of the
2017 Down Under ‘Go West’ Rally who arrive in the Port 
of Bundaberg, during normal working hours, between 
1st October 2017 & the 10th November 2017. 

• Down Under Rally Guide to Visiting Australia, which includes 
our comprehensive Australian Arrival Instructions.

• SSB / HF Radio Position Reporting for passage to Australia.
• Free Down Under Rally Welcome Week events - including 

cruising Down Under presentations. 
• The chance to WIN PRIZES valued at over $6000.00 

including 4 x free haul outs. 
• Meet and mingle with friendly local cruisers with valuable 

knowledge.
• Down Under Cruisers Rally T-shirts x 2
• Down Under Rally Flag x 1

DISCOUNTS & SPECIAL OFFERS FROM 
OUR RALLY PARTNERS INCLUDING:

• Bundaberg Port Marina - 15% Discount on Marina Fees for 
the first 15 days plus other great offers for extended stays*

• Bundaberg Port Marina Hardstand deals 
(get up to 1 week free hardstand)

• Bundaberg Port Marina Dry Storage Deals
(Pay for 3 months and get an extra 4 week free).

• Port Moselle Marina, New Caledonia - 15% Discount on 
Marina Fees for up to 15 days.

• Scarborough Marina - 10% Discount on Marina Fees on 
your first visit. Extra discounts also offered on Haul Outs, 
Hardstand and the long stays at the marina.

• Kenco Galvanizing in Bundaberg - 10% discount off 
galvanising your anchor and or anchor chain. 

• Captains Chandlery Bundaberg - 5% discount on all 
purchases.

• Free rigging inspection when you visit Everything Marine at 
the Boat Works Gold Coast

You Choose your own date of departure from 
New Caledonia or Vanuatu. The Bundaberg Port Marina 

will be open to participants in the 2017 Down Under 
‘Go West’ Rally from 1st October - 10th November 2017

Rally participants are free to arrive in Bundaberg at 
any time during this period. 

Summer Down Under
www.downunderrally.com

JOIN THE 2017 ‘GO WEST’ RALLY &
GET THESE GREAT BENEFITS

NEW CALEDONIA OR VANUATU TO AUSTRALIA

2017_Go West_Flyer 1 Final.indd   1 4/11/17   6:36 PM



Doyle Pacific Circuit Rally Update  
Our Weather Baby has a name, 

TC Donna

The build up for the start of the 2017 PCR 
was trucking along nicely, the briefings, the 
cocktail parties, dock parties and all the prep 
work was all going great but there was a wee 
niggle. Late convection in the tropics was 
about to take a turn for the worse and TC 
Donna was born, just north of Vanuatu.
With a track that was at best unpredictable 
we fell back on our own advice, “if there’s a 
closed isobar in the tropics, sit tight” Donna 
was a big baby with a few closed isobars so 
it’s sit back, enjoy the time here in Opua and 
chill.
With the weather even next week still unpre-
dictable and chaotic we may just break our 
record set in 2015 of being 8 days late out of 
Opua.
We’ll keep you up with the play on facebook 
while we’re still connected and once we do 
get underway you can keep track of the fleet

PredicictWind - ICA Doyle PCR- Tracking

Doyle Pacific 
Circuit Rally

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3926
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KISS Goodbye to Power Drain
  

TECH TALK
  

While talking with people when cruising I have 
noticed one thing that has the ability to cause the 
biggest headaches for a lot of people: electricity. 
How to make it, store it and use it efficiently while 
staying in budget. Keep it simple sailor or the 
‘KISS principle’ is a saying commonly bandied 
around by a lot of cruisers. But that does not 
mean you have to have a bare bones boat 
electrically to keep it simple sailor. Read More 

Photo of the Week: Emirates Team New Zealand flying the red poppy in remembrance on 
Anzac Day in Bermuda whilst enjoying a great training session on the Great Sound.  
    
 

Getting, Storing and Using Water 
While Cruising

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001R19Q57yF5NIA-wG-r8qVLm4mfXaAcl7X_qvJ-h3RbMY1XW4aiEPJrA9Oi3CijlPvhged7khJ31g5ttHn15h9zOLkd_n2x1aNByJGCMCVp1DSh02EVgrPMdF1bTFNIANxL7lc5o7BLFdlCQH4rORTknk6azNDnuYoUykAILScallW1yBNYmh5WOG0SbTx-81EIz3VpU7zlSo=&c=JCHCPhAEqctqDfaP5AuanOyp5pqMPkf03QKeT5vNbe9_3_9Q3Y4y8g==&ch=xcduPJ4aW8QOzsQzkeII9hkfzrQKSsqAbXOrU8nd82U_O9o_HfUixQ==
http://mail.cruisingcompass.com/t/r-l-yujibiy-dukkuhkhjd-dt/


2017/18 ICA Events...
The

2018 French Polynesia Rally 
The Route;- Astrals - Marquesas -  Tuamotu’s - Tahiti.

Then either onto Hawaii or Back to the SW Pacific, your choice!
The beauty;- rugged volcanic spires to placid lagoons.

The cruising adventure of a lifetime.

The 2018 French Polynesia Rally is the biggest adventure yet for ICA, sur-
passing even the fantastic 2012/13 Western Pacific Rally.

The first leg is from Auckland through the Colville Channel and east for 2400 
miles before our first stop at Raivavae in the Australs.

Weather routing will feature in this leg and the start date in late March is 
programmed to have this leg finished before any equinoctial storms. The 
start date of March 24th is also weather dependent.

French officials will meet us at Raivavae to do a full clearance allowing us free 
reign of this beautiful region with no further official obligations until the visa 
renewal in Papeete 3 months later.

Moorea and the leeward Islands beckon then it’s west to Western Samoa via 
some of the fantastic Pacific atolls, South through Niuatoputapu to Tonga and 
home.

There are two legs in this awesome rally; Leg 1 - Auckland to Papeete and 
Leg 2 - Bora Bora to Opua NZ, participants can do one or both, the choice is 
yours!

Register your interest now at

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3710

Opua, NZ to Pangaimotu Island Resort 
Tongatapu  Kingdom of Tonga

 After a passage of 1060 nm direct or 1120 nm via the Minerva reefs, Big Mama’s 
Yacht Club will be the host for five days of rally events after arrival from New Zea-
land. Customs and Clearance officials will be brought out to the Island for a quick 

and easy clearance process into this tropical paradise.A week of information semi-
nars, weather briefings and fun in Opua, NZ before leaving, with Special 

Clearance Proceedures in place for ICA Rallies
Nigel & Amanda Richards, Directors Island Cruising NZ.

Sail Tonga Rally
Departs Opua 5th May 2018 

(weather permitting)

Register NowClick to
your Expression of Interest



How to Read Your Charts: 7 Signs of Danger 
As the old adage goes, if you say you've never run aground, either you haven't been cruising enough or 
you're not telling the truth. But there's a big difference between running aground on the mud, say, and 
running into a coral reef. That's where your charts come in. How well can you read them? Do you 
remember the different symbols for a wreck, an obstruction or an islet? If you do, great. If not, or if you 
just want a fast refresher, take a look here. 

���Reef-safe Alternatives�� ��Most of us who spend time on the water usually also spend time protecting 
ourselves from the sun. This involves using physical barriers like hats and sunglasses and chemical barriers like 
sunscreen. With Earth Day coming up this weekend (April 22) I thought it would be appropriate to highlight the 
environmental impact of some sunscreen ingredients. In fact, the State of Hawaii is considering banning sunscreens that
contain oxybenzone. Luckily there are many alternatives; the next step is to make sure your sunscreen stash is 
compatible with the marine environment.

��Reef-safe Alternatives�� ��Most of us who spend time on the water usually also spend time protecting 
ourselves from the sun. This involves using physical barriers like hats and sunglasses and chemical barriers like 
sunscreen. With Earth Day coming up this weekend (April 22) I thought it would be appropriate to highlight the 
environmental impact of some sunscreen ingredients. In fact, the State of Hawaii is considering banning sunscreens that
contain oxybenzone. Luckily there are many alternatives; the next step is to make sure your sunscreen stash is 
compatible with the marine environment. 
 

Reef-safe Alternatives 
  

Most of us who spend time on the water usually also spend time protecting 
ourselves from the sun. This involves using physical barriers like hats and 
sunglasses and chemical barriers like sunscreen. With Earth Day coming up 
this weekend (April 22) I thought it would be appropriate to highlight the 
environmental impact of some sunscreen ingredients.  In fact, the State of 
Hawaii is considering banning sunscreens that contain oxybenzone. Luckily 
there are many alternatives; the next step is to make sure your sunscreen stash 
is compatible with the marine environment. 

And on a different note, we at Cruising Compass realize that there are a variety 
of sources to get your cruising news fix and would like to know your
preferences. Let us know which platforms you go to when you are looking for
seamanship, how-to articles or the latest sailing news. Make sure to fill out this 
week’s survey.

  

Know the Basics of Flares and Distress Signals
  

Visual distress signals (V.D.S.) are part of your boat's safety equipment. Check them before 
you leave harbor for condition and if they have an expiration date, be sure they are current. 
Their intended purpose is to summon help should the need arise and should be displayed only 
when immediate or potential danger exists. Read More 

Spare time in the cockpit?

Get the rope out and broaden your horizons - learn how to tie a 
constrictor knot and double constrictor knot. Easy step by step 
instructions -  based on the clove hitch it's an effective binding knot that 
doesn't slip or slide 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015ZsNqTbmHcGqbVUeJP9mh7hUvzfS81NwLzGoGRY_0Avzv66A-kpcQ_wLV2xJLsFKjc4TqmTEC2ygqAp1a-r7gZETB5pa0dUqp19BUBgAxqCQjMK_L6ThQC0tL0EaSvMMaPlKamWn9u08oKj_2xfJiwRgoTXeuToS6vUtMBTDO8EIdQOfPOKZrn0W0JP00k8wlQu2j8Axtr8=&c=LG4xVkB12uZ2G4erBsKBeK8t8zy5bOag6d1viA2THkqGqruNxwWASw==&ch=1tr2p7UOWhjoK43GTZAfurznO0_iAVSQT7KF8bFNJklg1Qn7XpxBBA==
http://mail.cruisingcompass.com/t/r-l-yutllhyk-dukkuhkhjd-z/
http://mail.pitch.net.nz/t/r-l-yujttra-jkujadllk-o/


        THE JUNIOR JETTY
By Ella

Hi Ella here.....As I write this it is only 15 days 
until we leave for Tonga on the 2017 Doyle 
Pacific Circuit Rally. I can’t wait because I 
have had to put two blankets on top of my bed 
already!! So that is my sign to leave New Zea-
land! I am looking forward to swimming in the 
colourful coral, seeing the magnificent Manta 
Rays and playing tag with the silly sharks! I 
am really looking forward to meeting you all. 
Things are getting busy here in Opua with lots 
of boats preparing to leave for the Islands. 
See you soon......Ella

MY PUPPY

My puppy likes the water.
My puppy likes to swim.
I’ve never seen a puppy

who swims as much as him.

He swims not on the surface,
but only underneath.

And maybe I should warn you,
he has very scary teeth.

Whenever people see him
they’re frightened of his grin.
Or maybe it’s his lack of fur.

Or maybe it’s his fin.

If you should buy a puppy,
just get the kind that barks.

Don’t be like me. I bought mine
at a store that just sells sharks.

 --Kenn Nesbitt - www.poetry4kids.com

JOKE TIME

 What do you call a fish that 

is missing an eye?

A Fsh !!



Locations:
• 5G Miro Place, Albany, Auckland
• Gulf Harbour Marina, Whangaparaoa, Auckland
www.enertecmarinesystems.com   e: info@enertec.net.nz

energy and
desalination 

equipment specialists
suppLy – instaLL – repair

agm geL
batteries

dieseL
generator

inverter/
charger

our qualified staff are
also experienced yachtsmen

so we understand your needs

soLar 
paneL

wind 
generator

water
maker

caLL 09 414 4730

FIND THESE WORDS
ANGELFISH 
BLUEFIN TUNA 
BLUE TANG 
BUTTERFLYFISH 
CLOWNFISH 
FLOUNDER 
FLYINGFISH
FRECKLED HAWKFISH 
HUMPHEAD WRASSE 
JOHNDORY 
MAHIMAHI 
PICASSOFISH 
PIPEFISH 
PUFFERFISH 
SURGEONFISH 
SWORDFISH 
TRIGGERFISH 
UNICORNFISH 

THE JUNIOR JETTY
By Ella

O  N  V  B  E  V  G  H  N  A  N  U  T  N  I  F  E  U  L  B 
Y  H  H  J  G  G  I  P  I  H  E  L  I  W  F  A  S  R  Y  S 
Q  T  O  C  N  P  K  Z  U  G  S  E  X  U  U  Q  Q  Q  H  X 
M  H  A  B  A  D  R  K  Z  B  S  Y  C  T  K  U  A  F  S  R 
H  S  N  O  T  E  H  V  B  J  A  T  V  C  J  N  M  X  I  M 
Y  I  Y  J  E  B  C  A  B  S  R  A  H  S  W  O  G  I  F  M 
C  F  N  H  U  E  X  R  C  S  W  O  R  D  F  I  S  H  Y  H 
L  K  S  L  L  F  X  C  Y  W  D  A  I  H  E  Z  F  C  L  H 
O  W  B  H  B  P  Q  S  A  J  A  U  W  S  P  Y  H  I  F  S 
W  A  F  X  S  H  S  I  F  R  E  G  G  I  R  T  H  I  R  I 
N  H  N  L  Q  I  K  N  U  J  H  E  Q  F  U  W  S  P  E  F 
F  D  I  J  Y  W  F  I  K  A  P  C  B  N  K  Y  I  U  T  N 
I  E  X  O  P  I  I  L  C  D  M  U  V  R  A  R  F  F  T  O 
S  L  J  H  N  I  N  H  E  W  U  E  B  O  U  E  O  F  U  E 
H  K  Z  N  N  G  P  G  A  G  H  Y  M  C  N  D  S  E  B  G 
A  C  B  D  E  U  B  E  F  M  N  E  V  I  V  N  S  R  X  R 
D  E  O  O  N  X  F  O  F  I  I  A  F  N  B  U  A  F  F  U 
F  R  P  R  A  R  M  M  Z  I  S  H  J  U  X  O  C  I  Z  S 
D  F  Z  Y  F  Y  G  A  W  J  S  H  A  O  T  L  I  S  W  O 
W  R  E  Q  C  B  I  M  K  R  J  H  G  M  R  F  P  H  A  K 



ELLA SAYS - PLEASE HELP SAVE OUR SEAS

 In New Zealand’s oceans, over 15,000 marine species have been named and this number keeps growing. There are around seven 
new species named every two weeks and scientists think there are another 35,000 species in our marine environment yet to be          
discovered. Almost half the world’s cetacean varieties (whales, porpoises and dolphins) have been seen in New Zealand’s waters. 
New Zealand’s marine waters also support the greatest number and variety of seabirds in the world. Many of these seabirds live 
and breed around New Zealand, while others only visit to dine on our fish. Our marine environment is also home to lots of differ-
ent species of fish, shellfish, squid, crabs, lobster, sponges, starfish, kina, and seaweeds, just to name a few. Some scientists believe 
that there may be up to 10% of the world’s marine species living in the waters around New Zealand. That is a lot of different homes 
and lives that we are responsible for. New Zealand’s marine environment is just over four million square kilometres of ocean. We 
have the fourth largest marine environment in the world and that’s pretty impressive considering there are 81 countries that are 
larger than us               

in land area. Our marine environment has lots of different seascapes. Most of us have seen different types of beaches and rock pools but over two thirds of our 
marine environment is actually under the surface at more than 1000 metres deep. Much of this no one has seen. In these depths it is estimated that more than 
700 seamounts (mountains in the sea) exist. Many of these seamounts are larger than New Zealand’s largest land mountain – Mount Cook. The huge variety in 
seascape in our marine environment means that it is home to many different creatures, each having adapted to their surrounding habitat. Some live here all year 
round while others just visit at certain times of the year.

WHAT CAN WE DO ? ……..
1. Organise a beach clean-up
Wouldn’t it be great if we never saw any rubbish on our beaches? Unfortunately, this isn’t always the case. Picking up other people’s rubbish, if it is safe, is an easy
way to help reduce pollution on our beaches and in the ocean. Some people pick up beach rubbish in groups – this is called a beach
clean-up. Beach clean-ups are doing great things to reduce marine pollution. If you would like to join a beach clean-up group take
a look at the Love your coast
website to see if any groups already exist. Do this wherever you are, not just in New Zealand; Australia, Fiji, Vanuatu or New Cale-
donia perhaps?
2. Reduce your rubbish
Studies have shown that about 80 percent of marine pollution comes from the land. So, one of the main ways to reduce marine
pollution is to get rid of rubbish carefully, wherever we are. If we reduce the amount of rubbish we make on the land it is likely
there will be less rubbish in the ocean.
The best place to start is with YOU. You can reduce your rubbish at home and at school by recycling paper, glass, cans and some
plastic containers. You could also compost food scraps and find ways to reuse some of your rubbish.
Some organisations are working hard to reduce rubbish too. The Ministry for the Environment is working with New Zealand
businesses to find ways to lessen packaging of their products. Some organisations are using science and technology to discover ways to use
recycled items in their products. And more and more organisations are reducing their rubbish by recycling their waste.

Visit www.mfe.govt.nz/marine for more information



“A MUST for anyone sailing 
Tonga or Fiji” 
Capt. Bill - Equilibrium

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nz.co.islandcruising.sailfijiwesternguide
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nz.co.islandcruising.sailfijiwesternguide


Multihull Solutions Sail 2 Indonesia Rally 2017

Rally Registrations are now closed for the 2017 Wonderful Sail 2 Indonesia Rally
If you’ve missed out on this years rally don’t worry we’re doing it again in 2018 where there are more fabulous anchor-
ages, great destinations, wonderful culture and outstanding beauty as we take you on a rally like no other through the 

largest archipelago in the world.
17 Thousand Islands with many and varied cultures all framed in the azure blue waters of this cruising paradise.

For those taking part in the 2017 Multihull Solutions Sail 2 Indonesia Rally you’ll by now be well
on the way to completing all the documentation necessary for cruising in Indonesia.  With now less than three months 
to arrival in Indonesia the visa application pack has now been sent out. IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO APPLY FOR YOUR 
SOCIAL VISAS.

Rally Packs have now been sent off to the Cairns Cruising Yacht Squadron and the Royal Papua Yacht Club in PNG for 
boats to collect on their way through.

We wish you safe sailing and a fantastic time in Indonesia.

Baileys Insurance Brokers Ltd  
PO Box 101101, North Shore, Auck-

land 
DDI: +64 9 974 1784 
Fax: +64 9 443 4479

Office: +64 9 444 8860 
(free 0800 89 85 85)

35 Apollo Drive - Mairangi Bay 
Auckland

www.baileysinsurance.co.nz

"Special rates for ICA 
members with "A" 

rated 
Insurers, backed up 

by 
superb claims ser-

vice" 
That's Neil Bailey's 

promise to you.

For a Coastal or Global 
Offshore Marine insurance 
quote click the link on the 

Island Cruising  home page.

What do Members say?
"100% satisfied"

John Hembrow- Red Sky

"Gold Standard Brokers"
Rodney Cowell

Rally for monohulls, multihulls, power or sail, 11 to 20m any nationality

New for 2018
New Route, full details out soon!

New Documentation! Simple, quick and 
we’ll guide you through the whole process.

More Fun, simple!

Formal Registrations,
are now closed for 2017

Expressions of Interest 2018
Your EOI is step one, click the link below 
for the form and we’ll send you all the 

documents by email.

www.sail2indonesia.com

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=2714


Pre-order the Second Edition Now 
by emailing

 john@islandcruising.co.nz





 Pilot Charts are based on data from the last hundred years 

Passage Planning  NZ to the Pacific Islands
Getting the right weather for a good ocean passage is all in the timing, patience is 
everything.

It’s very satisfying to get to the end of an ocean passage and say to yourself, “I 
enjoyed that”. It’s not always like that, but passages are not a lottery and you can 
improve your odds dramatically with good passage planning. So what are the nuts 
and bolts of planning a good passage?

We’ve spent the last six months preparing the boat 
that took us at least that long to find in the first 
place. We have the dream of swaying Palm trees 
and white sand beaches. We’re champing at the 
bit to  “Head North until the butter melts” with 
Tonga  as our pick for a first destination.

If your dream is to do this in February then you’ve 
got the timing all wrong. The south pacific cyclone 
season runs from December through to late April  
and while cruising in the tropics at this time of 
year is doable, undertaking an ocean passage that 
takes you north of 30 degrees south is not recom-
mended. So, a May start  is what you should be 
aiming for. First step is to get the right information. 
Tides, currents, wind, both strength and direction 
and what’s the weather going to do. There are a 
number of resources you can use to get this info.

First resource are the Pilot Charts of  the South Pacific Ocean (see inset 1), these 
charts show a multitude of information in a graphic presentation that’s easy to read. 
There are twelve charts, one for each month and it’s educational to take a look at 
the differences in currents, wind, barometric pressure, average wave height etc. 
throughout the year. The cyclone season isn’t the only reason May looks good. I 

Passage Planning to the Islands
A timely look at what  to look for  and 

how to ensure a good passage
by John Martin



use Cornell’s Ocean Atlas for my pilot chart info. Admiralty Pilot charts are based on a hundred 
year average, the Cornell information is based on recent climate changes and averaged over the 
last 28 years so a more accurate picture.

Taking May as our start date and highlighting the route to Tonga [in this instance, from the Bay of 
Islands] on the appropriate pilot chart we are presented with a plethora of information. We can 
read the following. Down near NZ the greatest percentage of wind is from the south, southwest 
and west, the average wind strength is 15 to 20 knots and the percentage of calms is 2 percent, 
great that’s perfect for where we want to go, North. The charts also give us ocean currents, the 
drift is mainly east to west but there is a hook to the south around the top of the Kermadec Islands. 
This will likely give us a lumpy seaway if the winds are southerly. If we look a little to the west there 
is another current line that looks like it will push us north. We can also see that if we keep a little 
west of the rhumb line the chance of gales drops. As we move further north the predominant winds 
back around into the typical trades from the South east and east.

Next out comes the chart, paper of course, in this case  NZ 14605. Use paper charts for this part 
of your planning, a chart plotter will show only the major features, reefs and small islands don’t  
show until you scroll in. This was highlighted in a number of high profile groundings in the last few 
years, one skipper even went as far as to say the reef he hit wasn’t charted. He was politely shown 
the error of his ways by Australia’s chief hydrographic officer, “yes it is charted, you just need to 
be looking on the correct scale”. Hence the reason for paper, no matter what scale the chart, ALL 
obstructions will be shown. 

So our thinking is keep a little west , lets plot this on the paper chart and add 
the waypoints into the GPS or chart plotter as an additional check. Our first 
waypoint is just off the Nine Pin at the Northern end of the Bay of Islands, 
great nothing to hit until we get to 24 deg south, so we will put our second 
waypoint fifteen miles off the southern of the two Minerva Reefs.  North and 
South Minerva reefs make a great stop over taking this route, fun to visit, 
good diving or snorkeling and it breaks the passage up.

So how long is the passage going to take. This question is important for our 
next part of the planning, weather. We have seen what the averages are from 
the Pilot Charts but the date of our departure will be dictated by the weather 
systems. Our speed will tell us where we will be in relation to these systems 
not only at the start of our passage but as both we and the systems progress.

A good reference for weather is the “Mariners Met Pack” by Bob McDavitt. 
In laymans terms it explains weather and how it affects us. In short, highs 
(anti cyclones) revolve in an anticlockwise direction with more wind on the 

outer edges than the centre. Lows work the opposite. Circulating lows tend to be restricted to 
the higher latitudes (further south) in May so as we head north we are more likely to be affected 
by the highs and the bigger or more intense the high the more edge effect it will have. As the 



Is power a viable option for cruisers?
Back in the 70’s and 80’s sail was the only practical solution to heading offshore, the distances making the ability 
to carry enough fuel problematic.

There were a few exceptions, mostly heavy displacement type and some of these were converted fishing boats. 
With the heavy displacement came high fuel usage and a relatively slow cruise speed. For example, a Selene 53 
we had with us in a rally some years back, powered by a single 300hp diesel, cruising at 8 knots used 35 liters of 
diesel per hour or a shade over 4 liters an hour. Using these figures a trip to Tonga at say 1000nm would con-
sume 4000 liters of fuel, cost and storage become factors.

In recent years the so called baby boomer cruisers who are still out there enjoying the cruising lifestyle have 
led the shift toward an alternative to sail and a new style of power vessel has emerged. Light displacement, fast 
cruising speed and economical. There are also two schools of thought regards hull design in this fast emerging 
class of safe offshore vessels, stabilized and not. In the stabilized camp are vessels like the Dashew 64 which has 
dominated the class for a number of years but there is  growing interest in vessels that are simpler to build, not 
quite so expedition based and are cheaper to put in the water.  Many of the designs in the monohull class are 
lower profile, flatter in the stern below the water and non stabilized.

Artnautica LRC 58
The Artnautica LRC 58, built by Dickey Boats in Napier is an example of this new 

breed. Cruising 
speed of 10 knots, 
comfortable and 
stable with a fuel 
burn of less than 1lt 
per nautical mile (in perfect conditions). There 
are now two LRC 58’s in the water and making 
quite an impression.

The ethos of this type of vessel is not only effi-
ciency but build cost. Built in Aluminium with a 
well finished interior this single engined vessel 

comes in at under a mil, a significantly more modest price than the FPB 64 from Dashew, there’s a second hand 
one available here in NZ with a price tag of $2.5mil US.

Happy Wife - Happy Life.
Look at who’s really happy with her new tender.
Some of the advantages.
• Not once have I had a wet backside, a little spray

perhaps but this is the driest tender we’ve ever
owned.

• It’s light and the two of us can pull her up the
beach, easy.

• Light also means she gets up
on the plane easy. The OCT
also has a much bigger plan-
ing area so planes at lower
speeds.

• Easy to get out the water
after snorkeling.

• Easy to keep clean.
• Lyn has no problem driving

this tender.

www.octenders.com

high pressure pushes against the intertropical low pressure zone 
a squeeze of the isobars occurs, the bigger the high the more 
squeeze  and squeeze means wind.  A 1030hpa center pressure 
high can give accelerated trades of 30 knots +. This usually occurs 
in May between 18 and 22 degrees south latitude.

There are a multitude of weather services available today, pick one 
and use only that one. Why? Consistency and avoiding “Analysis 
Paralysis”. I use “PredictWind”. The PredictWind Offshore App 
which can be run on PC , Mac and tablets through the Iridium Go 
is simply brilliant and is one of the only services that has active 
weather routing.

An average cruising yacht should cover 120 to 140 miles a day 
which will put it at South Minerva about 5 days out, plan to arrive 
here between 10am and 3pm for best visibility going in.

In May there is usually about 7 to 10 days between systems. We 
are looking for winds from a southerly quarter with a high that 
is forecast to be around 1020hpa in about 5 days. We want to 
be in the front half  or top of the high when we get to Minerva. 
Remember as the high moves through the winds will back through 
east on the front half and then east to northeast and north on the 
back half, not the directions we want.

So we have analyzed the weather patterns, looked at the timing and conclude the best time to 
leave seems to be on the back of a low that’s just gone through, it may be a bit brisk but it’s in the 
South west so its aft of the beam. The wind should back and moderate as the high fills in and we 
should reach Minerva in five days with a bit of a push from the current we saw on the Pilot Charts. 
All things being equal the wind should be in the ESE by the time we get there so we will still be 

beam reaching . We can then spend a bit of time exploring 
the two reefs and head for Tonga in the next batch of South 
easterlies, these should come through on the front of the 
next high, about 4 day’s from when you arrived.

The last bit of info needed is your local cruising guide. 
This will give you important information on making your 
landfall. For example there are three ways to enter Nuku 
alofa harbor, the best, according to Sail Tonga, the iPad app 
that’s just been released, is through the Egeria Channel on 
the western side of Tongatapu. It’s in the lee of the main 
island and is a north south transit so there are no sun strike 
issues. (See inset)



Well that’s the plan anyway and sometimes plans go awry. Always plan an exit strategy if the weather 
doesn’t behave, this may be Fiji or another destination. Plan for it just in case and make sure you 
have the info to make landfall and keep someone back home advised of where you are and what 
your plans are. If your plan B is Fiji, don’t forget to put in an Advance Notice of Arrival before you 
leave. Keep an eye out for rotating lows forming in the tropics in your long range forecasts and avoid 
these. My only other suggestion is, if this is your first time offshore, go with a group. The support 
and sense of community is well worth it. In fact a lot of well healed sailors still prefer to go offshore 
in an organized rally or event.

Whatever you do, cruising the pacific islands and indeed further afield is the experience of a life 
time.  Do it now! You’re a long time looking at the lid.

TIPS FOR A SAFE PASSAGE
-Take the time to prepare your boat well. Work with your safety inspector on this.
-Plan your passage in advance, don’t try and do it on the fly. Have a back up route and

destination in case of emergency.
-Make regular radio skeds and advise someone of your plans, destination and ETA.
-Prepare your crew. Practice sail work, explain the boat’s systems and talk about safety

procedures and where to find everything.
-Check if your crew is on any medication, if they get seasick they won’t be able to hold

down their medication.
-If any of your crew are the least susceptible to sea sickness, have them start taking

something for it, BEFORE you set sail.
-Have a grab bag handy at the foot of the companionway in case of emergency.
-Set up a watch system. Whether it’s two, three or more crew, set up a watch system

so everyone knows what they are expected to do. Always keep a good lookout.
-Set up a schedule for chores and make sure everyone has their fair share. Leaving all

the cooking and cleaning up to the misses is one sure way to have a grumpy partner.
-Pre-cook some passage meals BEFORE you leave, one pot meals are best and where

possible have them pre-frozen ashore.
-Make a box full of sandwiches to have available for the crew whenever they are hungry.
-Have lots of high energy snacks on hand.
-A well fed and rested crew is a happy crew.
-Reef down early, it’s easier and safer. It’s a good idea to reef down before dusk if the

forecast is even a bit uncertain.
-Have a daily check around the boat for chafe and things that can come undone, like

shackles etc.
-Most important of all, keep the skipper happy. Remember he or she takes ALL the

Responsibility and a tired skipper is more likely to make mistakes.
-To the skipper, remember you are the boss but also remember what happened to



Northland Spars & Rigging

We provide expert services to 
local and overseas yachts. You 
can rely on our expertise and 
products. Our complete range 
of facilities allow us to service 
all of your spar and rigging 
needs.

+64 (0)9 402 6280
+64 (0)273 322 381

2 Ba�n Street, Opua, NZ
sales@sparsandrigging.com

www.sparsandrigging.com

Rob 
the
Rigger

SERVICE PROVIDER

Captain Bligh.

WHAT’S IN A GRAB BAG.
A grab bag is just that, you grab it as you go past when everything around you 
has turned to the proverbial. You haven’t got time to pack one in a hurry and in 
an emergency your mind has a tendency to be spinning in circles. Not the time 
to be fumbling around, probably in the dark, trying to think what to take.
Grab Bag Contacts.
Semi waterproof bag, preferably with flotation.
Water proof bag with :- Passports, Money, Credit Cards, Boat papers, Clearance 
Papers
Cell phone (for offshore your cell phone should be in a LifeProof case). Sat phone 
or Iridium GO Hand held GPS + spare batteries. Ocean Chart. 2x Travelers towels
Sea sick pills, Any crew medication.
Flares:- Hand held Orange 4x, Red Parachute 4x, dye marker 1x
Hand held VHF waterproof, Spare Batteries. Torch, Spare batteries, spare bulb.
406 Epirb  the 406 has seen rescue time reduced from days, to hours.
Basic first aid kit
Water, usually the packet type 
(keep a ¾ filled 20lt container on deck with 
a length of line attached with a clip on the end)
Basic food, lunch bars, barley sugars, 
be aware some foods will make you thirsty.
Packet electrolytes
Survival blanket.
Strobe light
Anything else you feel you may need, for example  reading glasses

Wind Rose

The ocean charts in the Cornell’s Ocean Atlas show the mean wind speed and 
direction for every month of the year in each of the world’s oceans. Each wind 
rose is located in the center of either a ten or a five degrees square and shows 
the distribution of the winds that prevail in that area from eight cardinal points. 
The arrows fly with the wind and their lengths show the percentage of the total 
number of observations in which the wind has blown from that cardinal point. The 
number of feathers shows the force of the wind, which has been recorded most 
frequently from that sector. The wind force is measured on the Beaufort scale, 
with each feather being equivalent to one unit of wind force, so that four feathers 
represent an average force 4 winds from that direction for that particular month. 
In areas with prevailing winds, the resulting arrow would be too long to be shown 
in its entirety, in which case for percentages higher than thirty, the percentage is 
shown numerically on the shaft. The figure in the centre of each circle gives either 



the percentage of calms in blue (less than force 2), or the percentage of storms in red 
(more than force 7), whichever is greater. As the satellite observations of the direction 
and force of the wind is based on the measurement of light refraction, in areas covered 
by snow or ice, the results may not be accurate and should not be relied on.
Ocean currents are shown as green arrows indicating their prevailing direction while the 
rate is reflected in the number of feathers, each being equivalent to 0.25 knots. There-
fore, an arrow with four feathers indicates a mean rate of 1 knot during the month in 
question. Variable currents are shown as a dotted arrow, its direction being determined 
by the highest percentage of currents, recorded as setting in that direction. Depending 
on the projection used in each particular chart, the direction and rate of the currents have 
been calculated for each area within a 2.5, 5 and 10 degrees square, so that the number 
of current arrows quadruples at every step, from four arrows in each 10 degree square, 
to 16 in 5 and 64 in 2.5 degree square. Beyond that it would have been impractical to 
depict more current arrows on the small scale charts, but as even 2.5 degrees cover a 
relatively large area, the resulting arrows may occasionally give a misleading picture. This 
needs to be born in mind especially in places where currents make a marked change 
of direction, such as in equatorial areas, flow along a narrow track, such as the Agulhas 
Current, or meander considerably, as in the case of the Gulf Stream.

Sunset at N Minerva Reef

FOR SALE
Asking price: $225,000

Kelly Peterson 46 - Loafer
Length: 14 Metres (45.91 Feet)
Year: 1983
Boat location: Whangarei, Northland

Very well looked after KP 46 hull no #8 
We are the third owners of this great boat have 
the full history of previous owners we have had 
her for the last 15 years she is a proven blue 
water cruiser 

Been cat one a number of times For full details 
go to the Peterson cutter web site and look 
under boats for sale for the full details or call to 
discuss or view 

LOAFER now has 4 coats of epoxy to reseal the 
hull, the base coat and antifoul is going on this 
week and all going well will be back in the water 
Friday 24/March report will be available from 
Rudolphs where the work has been done 

The new generator is all installed now as well 
Anyone wanting a safe reasonably quick blue wa-
ter cruiser should look at this boat she is all set to 
go with extensive spares to numinous to list 

Please email hilary.glennis_neilson@hotmail.com 
or ph or txt +61439854925



2017 CRUISING GUIDES
SAIL TONGA

NZD - $29.99 

Click HERE 
to buy Online

SAIL FIJI Available NOW
 as an iPad App 
and ANDROID

Available in 3 editions...
Planning App. $2.99

Eastern App.   $19.99

Western & Central $29.99

Fully interactive Cruising 
Guide

Cruise Fiji with Confidence

The cruising guide to Vanuatu is a com-
prehensive electronic guide to sailing 
in the Vanuatu islands. The program 
works on Windows (XP or later) and 
Macintosh (OSX 10.7 or later) 

VANUATU

RETAIL €90.00
ICA Members 10% discount
Special deal for PCR participants

NEW CALEDONIA
The cruising guide to Vanuatu is a compre-
hensive electronic guide to sailing in New 
Caledonia’s 
islands. The program works on Windows 
(XP or later) and Macintosh (OSX 10.7 or later) 
computers.

RETAIL €125.00
ICA Members 10% discount
Special deal for PCR participants

Click HERE 
to buy Online

Fully interactive Cruising 
Guide

All Sail South Pacific 
Apps now on Android

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3135
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-fiji-cruising-guide-companion/id922348396?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-fiji-cruising-guide-eastern/id914320410?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-fiji-guide-west-central/id914320113?mt=8
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3135
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nz.co.islandcruising.sailtongacruisingguide
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwik_aS10JPTAhWCNpQKHUBqCpcQFggaMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fitunes.apple.com%2Fnz%2Fapp%2Fsail-tonga-cruising-guide%2Fid1044141067%3Fmt%3D8&usg=AFQjCNGqzxBJFlqADEafKRoyQaCW7zhRzQ&sig2=m2nKdKV6J1kCw_T1C_KAmg
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nz.co.islandcruising.sailtongacruisingguide


Ponder this

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=2478


Recipes

APRICOT FUDGE SLICE
A delicious high energy fix when 
on an ocean passage. Keeps the 
crew happy and the cook happy 
as no baking is required. Can be 
made well in advance and stored in an airtight contain-
er in the freezer. Just defrost pieces as required and 
enjoy!

INGREDIENTS

100g butter
½ cup brown or raw sugar
½ tin sweetened condensed milk
¾ cup dried apricots, minced
1 packet plain or arrowroot biscuits

Melt butter, sugar and condensed milk in a pan. Add 
the minced apricots and finely crushed biscuits and mix 
well. Press out into a baking slice tin lined with baking 
paper. You can sprinkle with fine coconut if desired. 
Refridgerate and then slice into fingers when set.

Enjoy....

Ponder this
APRICOT FUDGE SLICE
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