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In view of the continuing spread of the COVID-19 virus, and for the safety of the 
general faithful, the Archbishop has decided to continue the suspension of public 

Masses till further notice.
  

You may wish to continue to participate in the online Masses available. Let us 
continue to pray for the alleviation of the global C-19 situation.

During this period, our office staff will be working from home. If you have any 
enquries, you can still call the office number or email to us.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Church of Saints Peter and Paul

Celebrate Mass online
with us every Sunday.

Seventeenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

26 July 2020 • 11.00am

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ https://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG



This Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time we are reminded that God has sown good seed, but, of course, an enemy has sown weeds 
in the same field. We are not supposed to go out there judgmentally pulling up weeds, but to leave judgment to God. The way the 
Kingdom of God grows is the way tiny seeds grow and the way yeast makes dough rise: it is surprising and slow and almost 
imperceptible. If we have ears, we ought to hear.

Wednesday we remember St. Mary Magdalene. Saturday is the feast of St. James, the Apostle. Both days have their own 
special readings.

The first readings this week, except for the feasts, are from the Book of the Prophet Micah and end on Saturday with readings 
from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah, through next week and into the week afterwards.

We'll continue to read from Matthew's Gospel this week. The scribes and Pharisee ask Jesus for a sign to prove his credentials. 
He says that the only sign will be his death and resurrection. Jesus tells his disciples the parable of the sower. When asked why 
he speaks in parables and Jesus answers that the simple and those with open hearts will hear and understand. Then Jesus explains 
the parable: the importance of rich soil. Just so, the Son of Man "did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a 
ransom for many." On the Feast of St. James, we hear how that the apostles miss the message of Jesus and are arguing about who 
is the greatest. He says, "Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among 
you shall be your slave.

On the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time we see how God admires Solomon because he asked for wisdom rather than riches. 
Jesus is the source of God's wisdom and teaches us more about the Kingdom of Heaven. We imagine the passion of one 
discovering a treasure buried in a field or finding a pearl of great value, sacrificing everything to buy what is so deeply desired. 
A dragnet hauls in fish that can nourish others as well as what is not useful for others. Jesus invites us into deeper reflection on 
what we value and prepares us for our mission.

Daily Prayer This Week

"Comparisons are odious," is a well known piece of wisdom. It is helpful be reminded by Jesus this week that to be his disciples 
is not about comparing ourselves with each other. It is not about a competition to be greater than another. It is about being servants 
of each other. It is about being like him, who came to give his life away. As we pray this week, in the background of our daily 
lives, we can reflect upon all the relationships in our lives and ask for the grace to come to know the needs of each person in my 
life and for the grace to be servant as Jesus is servant.

The parable of the sower can be a wonderful source of reflection this week. We can do it in a variety of ways, but it might be 
helpful to just take one kind of soil to reflect on each day. Each day we can begin -- as we first get out of bed, in the shower, while 
dressing, eating, driving, walking from one place to another, shopping -- by asking for the grace to understand how parts of me 
are like this soil.

Seed sown on the hard path. I can ask to know how the Word is simply stolen away from my heart. What is hard hearted in me? 
What hardens me? How am I not open? What saps my spirits, my hope, my faith?

Seed sown on rocky ground. I can ask to know how I sometimes initially receive the Word readily, even with joy, but my lack of 
deep roots lead to my losing heart, when troubles come? When do I lose courage? How do I believe the Word but fail to pay to 
price for living it? How can I develop deeper roots?

Seed sown among thorns. I can ask for the grace to know how I initially welcome the Word, but let anxieties and the lure of riches 
choke the Word so it can't bear fruit. What kind of worldly anxieties trouble me? What kind of attractions, possessions, addictions 
affect my freedom and peace? What grace in me isn't bearing fruit? How can I be freer, live more simply, with more surrender?

Seed sown on rich soil. I can ask for the grace to hear the Word and understand it and to bear much fruit. What will help me, 
prepare me to be more receptive? What environment, activities, service will help?

Each night, we can give thanks for these reflections that help us examine our daily live and grow in love, in freedom and 
in fruitfulness.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web 
site:http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html. Used with permission.

Praying in Times of Crisis

In the most difficult times, God waits to love and comfort us

Times of crisis are, perhaps, the most important times to turn to God.  Sometime we cry, "Help me!" or "Please!" or "Save me!"  
God wants to be there for us.  God wants us to turn and ask for intimacy, comfort and help. 
For many of us, this is a very difficult time to pray.  We don't exactly know what to ask for.  We feel like asking for a miracle, but 
experience might have shown us that asking for miracles in the past has left us disappointed.  We may even have become cynical 
about God - having asked for help when I really needed it, and not getting what I asked for.  Perhaps I prayed that my 
grandmother would recover from her illness and she didn't.  Maybe I prayed that my biopsy would come back negative, but it 
didn't.  I might have asked for a raise I desperately needed and didn't get it.  Did I pray to rescue a deteriorating relationship, and 
my prayer wasn't answered?

Changing our Image of God

At some time in our lives we have to confront an image of God as a magician - an all powerful Superman, who can fix 
anything, if he only chose to.  Part of the reason why this image is so difficult to give up is that we may not know what to 
replace it with.  A path to prayer opens up when we let God be the tender, compassionate God of the scriptures and when we 
let Jesus reveal God's Good News to us.  In this faith, God does not manage the world like a puppeteer, pulling strings to 
suspend natural laws in capricious response to individuals' prayers.  In faith, God is revealed as a God of power, in the midst 
of those places where God is most power-less.  In faith, God grieves with us at the tragedies of life.  In faith, we are freed by 
the Good News that God has overcome the ultimate power of sin and death.  God has not prevented sin and death from 
happening.  When we believe in God's mercy and trust that our lives were created for eternal life in God, we are liberated from 
a fear of sin and death which can paralyze us.

Let's take some common crises and look at how we might turn to God in them.  The word crisis comes from the Greek krisis, 
decision.  It connotes a time of judgment when we have come to a juncture in our lives, which we call critical.  It is a turning 
point, a time when the "bottom falls out" or everything seems "turned upside down."  It is de-stabilising, dis-orienting, and 
confusing.  The experience "takes our breath away" and threatens to overwhelm us.  We feel we don't know how to cope, where 
to turn, and fear grips us.

A Taste of Our Own Mortality

Death and disability bring the greatest crises into our lives.  Most of us would say that the death or disability of a loved one is 
one of the greatest crises we can face in life.  Our own disability or approaching death stops us in our tracks and threatens to take 
away our peace and hope.  To the extent we live our lives in some "denial of death," the trauma this reality inflicts upon us can 
be quite severe.  To the degree the mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus gives us hope throughout our lives, the arrival 
of disability or the approach of death - still very difficult to face on a human level - fits into our faith and our expectation about 
life and our place in it. 

Disability is something we all face with time.  We age, we gradually face life with diminished capacities.  Our body - and our 
emotional well-being that is so dependent upon it - are susceptible to breakdowns.  Everything from arthritis to mental illness, 
from heart problems to a sexual or chemical addiction, from a leaky bladder to emotional insecurity are all tastes of our mortality, 
of our being limited human beings.  In prayer, we can turn to God for help.  These can be experiences that lead to despair, or they 
can be experience that lead to humility and deeper gratitude for God's love.  In these diminishments, we can best experience 
God's love for us, for in our powerlessness, we can experience our need for a Savior and God's ready embrace.

The fear of death is itself quite traumatising.  A lump in the breast or a positive prostate antigen test can paralyse us with fear.  
The weeks of waiting for further results can be a time of stunned denial, acute depression, or deep grace.  Fear of the unknown 
is appropriate, but it can be transformed by faith and a turning to God to beg for help.  There is the fear of the dying process, but 
the fear of leaving loved ones behind or of leaving my life's work undone can be overwhelming.  By turning to God during these 
times, we can enter more deeply into the profound mystery of our mortality and a humble sense of our fragility and 
powerlessness.  Our gratitude for life itself, and our relationships in it, can become renewed and changed forever.  Then, in the 
midst of a serious health crisis, our fear can give way to an inner peace and trust in the God who loves us.

When the mystery of death visits us, it is like the world stops.  In faith, we can turn to God and ask for the grace to understand 
how Jesus fell into God's loving hands.  We can ask to surrender a loved one, or our own life, to God's loving embrace.  We can 

ask to live in this life, with our hearts set on the life that will never end.  Part of the trauma of death is the severing of 
relationships.  In some cases, we can't imagine living without the other, or the pain of leaving loved ones is unbearable.  Our 
faith gives us the opportunity to enter into a new relationship, beyond death's destruction of the body.  We believe we can 
continue to be in communion and communication with loved ones, after death.  Letting those relationships continue to grow, 
now liberated from the barriers that sometimes handicap our relating in this life, can give us real comfort and a foretaste of 
eternal life.  Never seeing or touching a loved one again in this life is a profound loss.  It takes faith and practice, but we can 
grow into a profound relationship with loved ones, after death.

Crisis in a Relationship

The breakdown of relationship or divorce is a time of tremendous crisis. During these times, there is not only a sense of loss, but 
we are overcome with a sense of failure or defeat or disillusionment.  We may be feeling anger, guilt, revenge, worthlessness, 
depression or denial.  If there are children involved, the messiness and pain extends to innocent ones we love, and often for a 
very long time.  This can appear to be a most difficult time to pray.  We might be either too ashamed to turn to God, too afraid 
of what God will say, or simply ready to blame God for not rescuing me from this terrible tragedy.  And, if we have neglected 
our relationship with God in the "good times," it seems to be too much to try to "develop" in this time of crisis.

God's Desire to Love and Comfort Us

This is obviously the most important time to pray.  The insight that makes it work is that God fully understands.  The God who 
made me, who has been with me at every moment in my life, is not surprised or confused.  God has only one desire - to console 
me when I'm in need of assurance and to challenge me when I'm tempted to run away.  I don't have to explain it all to God.  I 
can let myself say, "I know you understand.  I know you grieve too.  I know you alone can help me face the future after this."  
This is profound prayer.  It opens the door to deeper dependence, deeper intimacy and deeper discernment.  These kinds of crises 
can be powerful experiences of humility and honesty that can help me from becoming bitter and save me, heal me and raise me 
up to love again.

There are many other destabilising crises that can happen in our lives and seem to be difficult times to pray.  Financial crises, 
the loss of a job, the realisation that I spoiled children I wanted to love, the crises that happen to loved ones.  Then there is the 
non-crisis, but very uncentering chronic sense of a lack of fulfillment in what I'm doing.  These, too, are very important times to 
turn to God and experience God's love and freedom.  Nothing can take our peace away, unless we let it - unless we try to cope 
with it outside of the faith, hope and love God desires to offer us.  When we have to say, "My life is in your hands," we find the 
deepest desire of our lives and the source of our greatest strength.  All losses, all love is transformed when we live out of the 
dying and rising love of Jesus for us.  All strength for heroic living and all passion for self-sacrificing love is born in the heart 
that has been stripped, loved and freed.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/OrdinaryTime/Praying-crisis.html
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Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web 
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Praying in Times of Crisis

In the most difficult times, God waits to love and comfort us

Times of crisis are, perhaps, the most important times to turn to God.  Sometime we cry, "Help me!" or "Please!" or "Save me!"  
God wants to be there for us.  God wants us to turn and ask for intimacy, comfort and help. 
For many of us, this is a very difficult time to pray.  We don't exactly know what to ask for.  We feel like asking for a miracle, but 
experience might have shown us that asking for miracles in the past has left us disappointed.  We may even have become cynical 
about God - having asked for help when I really needed it, and not getting what I asked for.  Perhaps I prayed that my 
grandmother would recover from her illness and she didn't.  Maybe I prayed that my biopsy would come back negative, but it 
didn't.  I might have asked for a raise I desperately needed and didn't get it.  Did I pray to rescue a deteriorating relationship, and 
my prayer wasn't answered?

Changing our Image of God

At some time in our lives we have to confront an image of God as a magician - an all powerful Superman, who can fix 
anything, if he only chose to.  Part of the reason why this image is so difficult to give up is that we may not know what to 
replace it with.  A path to prayer opens up when we let God be the tender, compassionate God of the scriptures and when we 
let Jesus reveal God's Good News to us.  In this faith, God does not manage the world like a puppeteer, pulling strings to 
suspend natural laws in capricious response to individuals' prayers.  In faith, God is revealed as a God of power, in the midst 
of those places where God is most power-less.  In faith, God grieves with us at the tragedies of life.  In faith, we are freed by 
the Good News that God has overcome the ultimate power of sin and death.  God has not prevented sin and death from 
happening.  When we believe in God's mercy and trust that our lives were created for eternal life in God, we are liberated from 
a fear of sin and death which can paralyze us.

Let's take some common crises and look at how we might turn to God in them.  The word crisis comes from the Greek krisis, 
decision.  It connotes a time of judgment when we have come to a juncture in our lives, which we call critical.  It is a turning 
point, a time when the "bottom falls out" or everything seems "turned upside down."  It is de-stabilising, dis-orienting, and 
confusing.  The experience "takes our breath away" and threatens to overwhelm us.  We feel we don't know how to cope, where 
to turn, and fear grips us.

A Taste of Our Own Mortality

Death and disability bring the greatest crises into our lives.  Most of us would say that the death or disability of a loved one is 
one of the greatest crises we can face in life.  Our own disability or approaching death stops us in our tracks and threatens to take 
away our peace and hope.  To the extent we live our lives in some "denial of death," the trauma this reality inflicts upon us can 
be quite severe.  To the degree the mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus gives us hope throughout our lives, the arrival 
of disability or the approach of death - still very difficult to face on a human level - fits into our faith and our expectation about 
life and our place in it. 

Disability is something we all face with time.  We age, we gradually face life with diminished capacities.  Our body - and our 
emotional well-being that is so dependent upon it - are susceptible to breakdowns.  Everything from arthritis to mental illness, 
from heart problems to a sexual or chemical addiction, from a leaky bladder to emotional insecurity are all tastes of our mortality, 
of our being limited human beings.  In prayer, we can turn to God for help.  These can be experiences that lead to despair, or they 
can be experience that lead to humility and deeper gratitude for God's love.  In these diminishments, we can best experience 
God's love for us, for in our powerlessness, we can experience our need for a Savior and God's ready embrace.

The fear of death is itself quite traumatising.  A lump in the breast or a positive prostate antigen test can paralyse us with fear.  
The weeks of waiting for further results can be a time of stunned denial, acute depression, or deep grace.  Fear of the unknown 
is appropriate, but it can be transformed by faith and a turning to God to beg for help.  There is the fear of the dying process, but 
the fear of leaving loved ones behind or of leaving my life's work undone can be overwhelming.  By turning to God during these 
times, we can enter more deeply into the profound mystery of our mortality and a humble sense of our fragility and 
powerlessness.  Our gratitude for life itself, and our relationships in it, can become renewed and changed forever.  Then, in the 
midst of a serious health crisis, our fear can give way to an inner peace and trust in the God who loves us.

When the mystery of death visits us, it is like the world stops.  In faith, we can turn to God and ask for the grace to understand 
how Jesus fell into God's loving hands.  We can ask to surrender a loved one, or our own life, to God's loving embrace.  We can 

ask to live in this life, with our hearts set on the life that will never end.  Part of the trauma of death is the severing of 
relationships.  In some cases, we can't imagine living without the other, or the pain of leaving loved ones is unbearable.  Our 
faith gives us the opportunity to enter into a new relationship, beyond death's destruction of the body.  We believe we can 
continue to be in communion and communication with loved ones, after death.  Letting those relationships continue to grow, 
now liberated from the barriers that sometimes handicap our relating in this life, can give us real comfort and a foretaste of 
eternal life.  Never seeing or touching a loved one again in this life is a profound loss.  It takes faith and practice, but we can 
grow into a profound relationship with loved ones, after death.

Crisis in a Relationship

The breakdown of relationship or divorce is a time of tremendous crisis. During these times, there is not only a sense of loss, but 
we are overcome with a sense of failure or defeat or disillusionment.  We may be feeling anger, guilt, revenge, worthlessness, 
depression or denial.  If there are children involved, the messiness and pain extends to innocent ones we love, and often for a 
very long time.  This can appear to be a most difficult time to pray.  We might be either too ashamed to turn to God, too afraid 
of what God will say, or simply ready to blame God for not rescuing me from this terrible tragedy.  And, if we have neglected 
our relationship with God in the "good times," it seems to be too much to try to "develop" in this time of crisis.

God's Desire to Love and Comfort Us

This is obviously the most important time to pray.  The insight that makes it work is that God fully understands.  The God who 
made me, who has been with me at every moment in my life, is not surprised or confused.  God has only one desire - to console 
me when I'm in need of assurance and to challenge me when I'm tempted to run away.  I don't have to explain it all to God.  I 
can let myself say, "I know you understand.  I know you grieve too.  I know you alone can help me face the future after this."  
This is profound prayer.  It opens the door to deeper dependence, deeper intimacy and deeper discernment.  These kinds of crises 
can be powerful experiences of humility and honesty that can help me from becoming bitter and save me, heal me and raise me 
up to love again.

There are many other destabilising crises that can happen in our lives and seem to be difficult times to pray.  Financial crises, 
the loss of a job, the realisation that I spoiled children I wanted to love, the crises that happen to loved ones.  Then there is the 
non-crisis, but very uncentering chronic sense of a lack of fulfillment in what I'm doing.  These, too, are very important times to 
turn to God and experience God's love and freedom.  Nothing can take our peace away, unless we let it - unless we try to cope 
with it outside of the faith, hope and love God desires to offer us.  When we have to say, "My life is in your hands," we find the 
deepest desire of our lives and the source of our greatest strength.  All losses, all love is transformed when we live out of the 
dying and rising love of Jesus for us.  All strength for heroic living and all passion for self-sacrificing love is born in the heart 
that has been stripped, loved and freed.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/OrdinaryTime/Praying-crisis.html
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Seed sown on the hard path. I can ask to know how the Word is simply stolen away from my heart. What is hard hearted in me? 
What hardens me? How am I not open? What saps my spirits, my hope, my faith?

Seed sown on rocky ground. I can ask to know how I sometimes initially receive the Word readily, even with joy, but my lack of 
deep roots lead to my losing heart, when troubles come? When do I lose courage? How do I believe the Word but fail to pay to 
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affect my freedom and peace? What grace in me isn't bearing fruit? How can I be freer, live more simply, with more surrender?

Seed sown on rich soil. I can ask for the grace to hear the Word and understand it and to bear much fruit. What will help me, 
prepare me to be more receptive? What environment, activities, service will help?

Each night, we can give thanks for these reflections that help us examine our daily live and grow in love, in freedom and 
in fruitfulness.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web 
site:http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html. Used with permission.

Praying in Times of Crisis

In the most difficult times, God waits to love and comfort us

Times of crisis are, perhaps, the most important times to turn to God.  Sometime we cry, "Help me!" or "Please!" or "Save me!"  
God wants to be there for us.  God wants us to turn and ask for intimacy, comfort and help. 
For many of us, this is a very difficult time to pray.  We don't exactly know what to ask for.  We feel like asking for a miracle, but 
experience might have shown us that asking for miracles in the past has left us disappointed.  We may even have become cynical 
about God - having asked for help when I really needed it, and not getting what I asked for.  Perhaps I prayed that my 
grandmother would recover from her illness and she didn't.  Maybe I prayed that my biopsy would come back negative, but it 
didn't.  I might have asked for a raise I desperately needed and didn't get it.  Did I pray to rescue a deteriorating relationship, and 
my prayer wasn't answered?

Changing our Image of God

At some time in our lives we have to confront an image of God as a magician - an all powerful Superman, who can fix 
anything, if he only chose to.  Part of the reason why this image is so difficult to give up is that we may not know what to 
replace it with.  A path to prayer opens up when we let God be the tender, compassionate God of the scriptures and when we 
let Jesus reveal God's Good News to us.  In this faith, God does not manage the world like a puppeteer, pulling strings to 
suspend natural laws in capricious response to individuals' prayers.  In faith, God is revealed as a God of power, in the midst 
of those places where God is most power-less.  In faith, God grieves with us at the tragedies of life.  In faith, we are freed by 
the Good News that God has overcome the ultimate power of sin and death.  God has not prevented sin and death from 
happening.  When we believe in God's mercy and trust that our lives were created for eternal life in God, we are liberated from 
a fear of sin and death which can paralyze us.

Let's take some common crises and look at how we might turn to God in them.  The word crisis comes from the Greek krisis, 
decision.  It connotes a time of judgment when we have come to a juncture in our lives, which we call critical.  It is a turning 
point, a time when the "bottom falls out" or everything seems "turned upside down."  It is de-stabilising, dis-orienting, and 
confusing.  The experience "takes our breath away" and threatens to overwhelm us.  We feel we don't know how to cope, where 
to turn, and fear grips us.

A Taste of Our Own Mortality

Death and disability bring the greatest crises into our lives.  Most of us would say that the death or disability of a loved one is 
one of the greatest crises we can face in life.  Our own disability or approaching death stops us in our tracks and threatens to take 
away our peace and hope.  To the extent we live our lives in some "denial of death," the trauma this reality inflicts upon us can 
be quite severe.  To the degree the mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus gives us hope throughout our lives, the arrival 
of disability or the approach of death - still very difficult to face on a human level - fits into our faith and our expectation about 
life and our place in it. 

Disability is something we all face with time.  We age, we gradually face life with diminished capacities.  Our body - and our 
emotional well-being that is so dependent upon it - are susceptible to breakdowns.  Everything from arthritis to mental illness, 
from heart problems to a sexual or chemical addiction, from a leaky bladder to emotional insecurity are all tastes of our mortality, 
of our being limited human beings.  In prayer, we can turn to God for help.  These can be experiences that lead to despair, or they 
can be experience that lead to humility and deeper gratitude for God's love.  In these diminishments, we can best experience 
God's love for us, for in our powerlessness, we can experience our need for a Savior and God's ready embrace.

The fear of death is itself quite traumatising.  A lump in the breast or a positive prostate antigen test can paralyse us with fear.  
The weeks of waiting for further results can be a time of stunned denial, acute depression, or deep grace.  Fear of the unknown 
is appropriate, but it can be transformed by faith and a turning to God to beg for help.  There is the fear of the dying process, but 
the fear of leaving loved ones behind or of leaving my life's work undone can be overwhelming.  By turning to God during these 
times, we can enter more deeply into the profound mystery of our mortality and a humble sense of our fragility and 
powerlessness.  Our gratitude for life itself, and our relationships in it, can become renewed and changed forever.  Then, in the 
midst of a serious health crisis, our fear can give way to an inner peace and trust in the God who loves us.

When the mystery of death visits us, it is like the world stops.  In faith, we can turn to God and ask for the grace to understand 
how Jesus fell into God's loving hands.  We can ask to surrender a loved one, or our own life, to God's loving embrace.  We can 

ask to live in this life, with our hearts set on the life that will never end.  Part of the trauma of death is the severing of 
relationships.  In some cases, we can't imagine living without the other, or the pain of leaving loved ones is unbearable.  Our 
faith gives us the opportunity to enter into a new relationship, beyond death's destruction of the body.  We believe we can 
continue to be in communion and communication with loved ones, after death.  Letting those relationships continue to grow, 
now liberated from the barriers that sometimes handicap our relating in this life, can give us real comfort and a foretaste of 
eternal life.  Never seeing or touching a loved one again in this life is a profound loss.  It takes faith and practice, but we can 
grow into a profound relationship with loved ones, after death.

Crisis in a Relationship

The breakdown of relationship or divorce is a time of tremendous crisis. During these times, there is not only a sense of loss, but 
we are overcome with a sense of failure or defeat or disillusionment.  We may be feeling anger, guilt, revenge, worthlessness, 
depression or denial.  If there are children involved, the messiness and pain extends to innocent ones we love, and often for a 
very long time.  This can appear to be a most difficult time to pray.  We might be either too ashamed to turn to God, too afraid 
of what God will say, or simply ready to blame God for not rescuing me from this terrible tragedy.  And, if we have neglected 
our relationship with God in the "good times," it seems to be too much to try to "develop" in this time of crisis.

God's Desire to Love and Comfort Us

This is obviously the most important time to pray.  The insight that makes it work is that God fully understands.  The God who 
made me, who has been with me at every moment in my life, is not surprised or confused.  God has only one desire - to console 
me when I'm in need of assurance and to challenge me when I'm tempted to run away.  I don't have to explain it all to God.  I 
can let myself say, "I know you understand.  I know you grieve too.  I know you alone can help me face the future after this."  
This is profound prayer.  It opens the door to deeper dependence, deeper intimacy and deeper discernment.  These kinds of crises 
can be powerful experiences of humility and honesty that can help me from becoming bitter and save me, heal me and raise me 
up to love again.

There are many other destabilising crises that can happen in our lives and seem to be difficult times to pray.  Financial crises, 
the loss of a job, the realisation that I spoiled children I wanted to love, the crises that happen to loved ones.  Then there is the 
non-crisis, but very uncentering chronic sense of a lack of fulfillment in what I'm doing.  These, too, are very important times to 
turn to God and experience God's love and freedom.  Nothing can take our peace away, unless we let it - unless we try to cope 
with it outside of the faith, hope and love God desires to offer us.  When we have to say, "My life is in your hands," we find the 
deepest desire of our lives and the source of our greatest strength.  All losses, all love is transformed when we live out of the 
dying and rising love of Jesus for us.  All strength for heroic living and all passion for self-sacrificing love is born in the heart 
that has been stripped, loved and freed.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/OrdinaryTime/Praying-crisis.html



by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD

19 July 2020, 12.30pm

Join us online with the link below: 

Church of Saints Peter and Paul presents
A Series of Carmelite Spirituality Talks

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/
http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

Hail Mary



To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.



Join us online with the link below: 

The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the email below

Every Thursday
10.00am 

spp.sg.ijdevotion@gmail.com

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/



https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

https://tinyurl.com/yc9tnvqu

新
加
坡
圣
伯
多
禄
圣
保
禄
堂
呈
献

信
仰
培
育
讲
座
线
上
系
列

将通过以下 Facebook 与
Youtube 链接播放。

7月18日，星期六，早上10时

请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋
友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我
们的 Facebook 专页点赞，可获得堂
区资讯与信息。



Bring along
valid identification

Verification of
Mass booking

through MARS

Safe entry and
check temperature

Check-Out and
DO NOT gather
in church after mass

scan
QR code

at the pew
Adhere to
safe distancing
and DO NOT
change your seat

Wear
your mask
at all times

Follow 
directional signs
and instructions

DO NOT
SIT HERE

CHECK-IN

CHECK-OUT

bit.ly/sppctr Contact
Tracing

These measures are in accordance to MCCY guidlines and may be changed based on government advisory and COVID-19 situation.

As we prepare to return back to church for Mass,
be patient and follow the safety measures and

the instructions from our volunteers.

https://mycatholic.sg/schedule

Church of
Saints Peter and Paul



A Call to Share in God's Plan - The work of a Catechist is truly God's work. 
Because of this, a Catechist is called, not just to teach, but to partake in the mission 
of God to bring Christ's light to all. We ask for prayers that more people will respond 
to this calling and the grace for us to seek out the right catechists. If any of you feel 
called or would like to discern your call, please contact Elisa & Nicolette email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com



CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a 
free subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best 
Catholic resources for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to 
sppchurch.formed.org. See that the name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. 
Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. You’re are ready to enjoy 
You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED 
app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations

to help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith anywhere.

Supporting thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish

programs and studies direct to your browser, mobile or connected device.

Watch, listen and read,
anywhere, anytime.





SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other person  concerned. The 
Parish Building is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will 
include the columbarium. For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be 
closed. Subsequent niche blessings and internment of urns will take place on 
Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis only. 

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of  
 our Church and Mass offerings; 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and
 Community;
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent
 de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr THOMAS LIM 
OCD, Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
administered from 5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at 
the baptistery (back of the church). On Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before 
each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)

Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),

  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)

Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm

Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)

Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)

Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 

Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)

Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am - 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am - 1.00pm

Lunch hours : 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.

Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg


