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THERE WILL BE A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN 
LINCOLN ON APRIL 19TH, CORNHUSKER HOTEL. All members 
of the Board will be asked to relay up-to-date com
mittee reports. On the same day, Chairman Glen Halbe, 

KRGI, is having a meeting of the Higher Education Committee at the 
Holiday Inn in Grand Island . .. FURTHER COMMITTEE ROUND-UP •.. You 
have just received the recent mailing from the chairman of the Traffic 
Safety Committee , John Hanlon, KFOR. Your cooperation on the Traffic 
Safety program has been outstanding, and state traffic safety leaders 
are taking note of NBA leadership on this program. Keep it up~ The 
Freedom of Information Committee, through NBA Attorney Charles Thone, 
appeared before a couple of recent City Council sessions in Lincoln. 
At issue was a charter revision recommendation regarding open meetings 
and records. The City Council pretty much adopted the news media 
recommendations, and the revision will be voted on at the Primary 
Election on May 10th. The Sports Committee did an excellent job 
handling the tickets and broadcast arrangements for the State Basket
ball Tournaments; also, District Tournaments were kept open to Broad
cast by some timely action by NBA officials. The Convention Committee 
under the direction of Chairman Bob Thomas is making good progress on 
the annual convention. A reminder on this -- HOLIDAY INN, NORFOLK -
SEPT. 18, 19 & 20. The Tourism Committee under Mike Byrne of WOW is 
corning along in good shape; you will get the Jim Nabors and Don Adams 
tapes soon. Paul Jensen has gotten out some excellent material for 
the Centennial Committee, and more is planned. ETV Chairman Arden 
Swisher of KMTV attended the dedication of new ETV facilities in Omaha. 
AK SAR BEN Awards Chairman, Bob Brewster, alerts you to plan now on 
your entry. 
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LO EVINGER 
SALUTE 

One of the clearest heads for some time in the Washing
ton regulatory arena has been that of FCC Commissioner 
Lee Loevinger. He has on several occasions vocally and 
logically reaffirmed his stand against government inter

ference in programming. He has publicly argued that you can't expect 
every TV program to be a masterpiece, considering that the average 
station programs 6,000 hours a year. During one interview he shut up 
a cynical interrogator by saing "It doesn't make a bit of difference 
to me what kind of programming I don't watch." His point has been 
that there is much more danger in a Commissioner or a Commission trying 
to impose ideas about programming upon stations than in letting the 
viewers and competitive survival in the marketplace take care of the 
matter. (Continued on next page,) 

LOOKING FOR HELP?? 
ON PAGE TWO, YOU WILL FIND A COUPLE 
OF EMPLOYMENT ITEMS. IF YOU ARE 
LOOKING FOR EMPLOYEES, OR IF YOU 
KNOW OF SOMEONE LOOKING FOR EMPLOY
MENT, PLEASE LET US HEAR FROM YOU. 
THIS HAS BEEN A BIG ISSUE WITH 
SOME STATIONS RECENTLY, AND WE ARE 
TRYING TO BE HELPFUL, BUT WE CAN"T D 
A THING IF YOU DON'T GET A HOLD OF US 
WITH SOME PEOPLE LOOKING FOR JOBS, TOO. 

NEBRASKA STILL RANKS THIRD 
NATIONALLY ON THE RADIO CODE 
SUBSCRIPTION LIST. OF THE 57 
OPERATING AM AND FM STATIONS, 
43 ARE RADIO CODE SUBSCRIBERS, 
TH.IS IS A PERCENTAGE OF 75.4. 
HOW ABOUT YOU, IF YOU ARE IN 
THE 24.6%? 

JO IN THE CODE ! ! 
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Commissioner Loevinger recently told the House Small Business Committee 
that the FCC was "chasing small radio stations" instead of the networks 
in trying to cut down on commercials. Loevinger, who was a State 
Supreme Court Judge and the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the 
Anti-Trust Division of the Justice Department before he went on the FCC, 
told the Committee that since 1964 he studied 49 cases that the FCC had 
singled out for over-commercialization. Of that number three were TV 
and only one was a major radio station. ' 

Loevinger has also said: "I've seen pig pens better run than the 
Broadcast Bureau!" He publicly snapped at Former Chairman Henry for 
being "muddy and contradictory", and has stated that "the Minow view, 
that it is the FCC's duty to elevate the level and quality of broadcast
ing, is legally and morally wrong". He has real and deep concern for 
the First Amendment - Freedom of Speech and Press. 

"There is a very important concept which a number of Americans seem to 
have forgotten," says Loevinger thoughtfully. "It i s that the freedom 
of speech, which i s protected by the Constitution, is not merely free
dom for the expression of views with which we agree or with which we do 
not strongly disagree. It is freedom for views that we may loathe and 
detest. This is a fundamental principle of our political freedom." 

v.::ADCAST 
PERSONNEL 
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Max Brown of KRVN reports that he has a staff member 
looking for a job somewhere out of the central Nebraska 
area. This is Bruce Ebmeier, 24 year-old announcer, 

l( 

specializing in news and weather; permanently draft-exempt; r a ised on 
farm near Bertrand; one year at Kearney State College; move planned in 
advance to round off his radio experience. 

Ronald Crow, Box 523, Madison, Nebr., is looking for a job as an 
announcer-engineer. He can operate a Gates Board; first phone. 

Bud Pentz, KWBE AM-FM, advises that Bob Westwood of Wymore is looking 
for a radio position. Pentz will gladly fill you in with all pertinent 
details if you'll give h im a ring. 

Pentz also reports: "Our Assistant Manager, Arlin Holle, had a call 
from a Doane College grad who would like to come back to Nebraska. 
He has a 1st class license and wants an Engineering job. He is: 
William Jacobsen , Mount Vision, New York. Anyone who wants him should 
call him pronto." 

Bill Hardt's radio school will graduate its first class soon . These )~ 
are announcers with Third Class . He also has a new class being in
structed in engineering--they will be First Ticket folks on graduation. 
Contact Bill at KTNC, Falls City and maybe you can work out something 
with him. 

ANNUAL 
PRESIDENTS' 
CONFERENCE 
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NBA President, Roger Larson attended the Annual State 
President's Conference, sponsored by NAB in Washington. 
He reported that it was a very worthwhile meeting. Roger 
reported that it was the consensus that State Associa

tions are becoming increasingly influential and important in the develop
ment and progress of the broadcasting industry, especially with the 
proposed and already implemented regulatory encroachment by government 
agencies. The most important discussions during the conference, Presi
dent Larson felt, involved ways and means of strengthening state asso
ciations, both from a financial standpoint and an influence stand point; 
cooperation of state associations and legislators, association public 
relations and self-regulation; as well as several discussions on CATV. 
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Paul Comstock of the NAB sent a note recently in which he pointed out 
that a wise man once said that law reform is not for the short of wind, 
and this most certainly applies to any effort to reduce bureaucratic 
control! With this in mind, we are asking all stations operators again 
to work with their Congressman, community leaders state officials and 

h 
. h , , 

ot ers int e effort of increasing the broadcast license term. 

This would require that Congress would amend the Communications Act to 
provide for seven-year license renewal period. Now that Mr. Henry has 
headed back to Tennessee, the drive should be re-enforced. Keep in 
mind that this is a Congressional decision. 

"Section 307 (d) of the Communications Act of 1934 should be 
changed to allow the seven-year period. This term for broadcast 
license would enable each commissioner to pass on each license 
during his own seven-year term. There is a great administrative 
burden on the government and licensee in renewing the licenses 
each three years. Most of the licenses are renewed as a matter 
of course, but only after an expenditure of a great deal of tim 
and money in administration. This time could be spent in ren
dering better service rather than the needless paper work. 

"The three-year term was chosen very arbitrarily, and experienc 
over the years has shown that there is no need for a term so 
short. The FCC can cite a station, of course, at any time if 
something about the station is not up to Hoyle . " 

"FORTIFY 
OUR 
FREEDOM'' 
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A series of one-minute programs in which J. Edgar 
Hoover voices the various threats faced by Americans 
is being offered free of charge by the Storer Broad
casting Company. The seven Storer stations are now 

carrying the series which are being made available to any broadcaster 
wishing to carry it. While the series carries a "produced by Storer 
Broadcasting Co." tag, it has been so produced that any non-Storer 
station may easily clip this end-credit. Storer Broadcasting stresses 
that there is no charge for carrying the series, nor any requirement 
that credit be given. 

Commenting that this is the first time to his knowledge that FBI 
Director Hoover has personally participated in such a series, NBA 
President Roger Larson said he has previewed the series and found it 
"Excellent". Stations wishing further information and/or to carry 
one-minute series should contact Lionel F. Baxter, VP, Radio Division, 
Storer Broadcasting Co., 1177 Kane Concourse, Miami Beach 54, Florida. 

J-SCHOOL 
SPRING 
AWARDS 
BANQUET 
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Ten years of growth under the direction of Dr. William 
E. Hall will be celebrated at the Spring Awards Banquet 
of the University of Nebraska School of Journalism on 
Saturday, May 14th, 6:30 p.m. 

H. Roger Tatarian, vice president and editor of UPI will be featured 
speaker. Outstanding J-School students will receive awards and scholar
ships and Husker basketball star Nate Branch and his group will provide 

music for dancing. 

Single admissions for the event to be held in the ballroom of the Student 
Union are $3.25. Requests accompanied by checks or money orders will 
be accepted until May 9 by the Ticket Committee, Spring Awards Banquet, 
School of Journalism, 319 Nebraska Hall, Lincoln. 
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FAIRNESS 
DOCTRINE 
OUTLINE 
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Legality in question • . •. BUT ... as a practical 
matter . .. it is being applied broadcasters 
will have to live with it. 

FCC itself seems to have had difficulty interpreting and being consist
ent with the criteria of the Fairness Doctrine. Controversial issues 
in one community are not controversial perhaps in the next. What is 
of public importance is always subject to interpretation .•• 

As a result of confusion when and where the Doctrine applies, most 
stations sidestep responsibilities as broadcasters rather than risk 
a fine or litigation with the FCC. FCC has said licensee has an affirma
tive obligation to afford reasonable opportunity for presentation of cnn
trasting viewpoints on any controversial issue which he chooses to cover. 
They have ruled when facilities are used to present view of an issue of 
current importance, spokesmen for other responsible groups within the 
community must be offered similar opportunities. NAB says licensee 
doesn't have to send editorial copies to particular persons or groups 
or afford time to any particular group. His obligation is to determine 
whether opposing points of view have, in fact, been presented over his 
facilities. 

When a personal attack is involved most stations review in advance 
those programs . . • so person attacked can be informed quickly and 
offered a reasonable opportunity to reply. 

Majority of broadcasters agree with being fair, but there will never 
be fairness with governmentally imposed requirements .•• Most believe 
that FCC does not wish to spell out in detail the Doctrine .•• being 
specific would greatly diminish a station's fear of the FCC and with 
the heavy hand applied to governmental licensing of stations, most 
broadcasters won't chance running afoul. 

CERTAINLY A MATURE INDUSTRY WITH A STRONG NATIONAL ASSOCIATION COULD 
IMPLEMENT ITS OWN FAIRNESS DOCTRINE BUT THIS WOULD NECESSITATE MUCH 
GREATER FREEDOM THAN THE BROADCASTING INDUSTRY NOW ENJOYS. THE TREND 
IS NOT IN THIS DIRECTION ••• LICENSE RENEWALS REQUIRE MORE INFORMA
TION THAN EVER BEFORE ••• STATIONS SUBJECT TO RUINOUS MONETARY FINES. 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH OVER THE AIR WAVES IS IN GREAT PERIL. 

RADIO 
SERVICE 
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Wil Huett, program director of KCRS, Chadron, points 
out that a radio station and battery-powered transistors 
are an unbeatable combination in a blizzard as well as 
a blackout. 

When a three-day blizzard smothered Nebraska last month, KCSR's staff 
"worked a couple of hundred extra man hours getting out information to 
many rural people who were without power, telephone and other comforts 
while 60 to 70 mile per hour winds howled outside and blew snow into 
8 to 15 foot drifts." 

As an example of the many letters KCSR received, Mr. Huett enclosed a 
note from a listener in Hay Springs who reported that her power was 
off for 27 hours and her telephone still was not working. 

"You've done a wonderful job the last few days," she wrote. We are 
certainly thankful for our transistor radio and to KCSR for keeping 
us informed of the doings of our neighbors." 

Mr. Huett concludes: "Maybe our blizzards don't affect as many 
people as blackouts in the Northeast, but they happen a ~eek of a 
lot more often; and a radio station and a transistor radio come in 
pretty handy when they do." 


