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Abstract. The article discusses the functioning and development of the country's milk and dairy 

products market. Within the framework of this study, an analysis was made of the dynamics of the 

production of milk and its processing products, exports, and the number and productivity of cows. 

The contribution of various categories of farms to the receipt of raw milk has been studied. 

Problems in milk production have been identified. Along with this, measures were proposed to 

further increase the competitiveness of the dairy products produced. 
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АНАЛИЗ ФУКЦИОНИРОВАНИЯ РЫНКА МОЛОКА И МОЛОЧНОЙ 

ПРОДУКЦИИ КЫРГЫЗСКОЙ РЕСПУБЛИКИ 

 

Аннотация. В статье была рассмотрены функционирование и развитие рынка молока и 

молочных продуктов страны. В рамках настоящего исследования был проведен анализ 

динамики объемов производства молока и продуктов его переработки, экспорта и, 

поголовья и продуктивности коров. Изучен вклад различных категорий хозяйств при 

получении сырого молока. Выявлены проблемы в производстве молока. Наряду с этим были 

предложены меры по дальнейшему повышению повышение конкурентоспособности 

производимой молочной продукции.  

Ключевые слова: Рынок молока и молочной продукции, производство, переработка, 

животноводство, продуктивность, экспорт 

 

Адияева Чынара Кенешовна, Адылбекова Нурзат Оматовна 

Кыргыз улуттук агрардык унивеситети   

КЫРГЫЗ РЕСПУБЛИКАСЫНДА СҮТ ЖАНА СҮТ ПРОДУКЦИЯЛАРЫНЫН 

РЫНОГУНУН ИШИН ТАЛДОО 

 

Аннотация. Макалада өлкөнүн сүт жана сүт азыктары рыногунун иштеши жана 

өнүгүшү талкууланат. Бул изилдөөнүн алкагында сүт жана аны кайра иштетүү 

продуктуларын өндүрүү динамикасына, экспортко, уйлардын санына жана 

продуктуулугуна талдоо жүргүзүлгөн. Чийки сутту алууга чарбалардын ар турдуу 

категорияларынын кошкон салымы изилденген. Сүт өндүруүдөгү проблемалар аныкталды. 

Муну менен катар өндүрүлгөн сүт азыктарынын атаандаштыкка жөндөмдүүлүгүн 

мындан ары жогорулатуу боюнча чаралар сунушталды. 

Өзөктүү сөздөр: Сүт жана сүт азыктарынын рыногу, өндүрүү, кайра иштетүү, мал 

чарбачылыгы, продуктуулук, экспорт. 
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The milk and dairy products market is 

undoubtedly one of the most important food 

markets for our country. Milk and dairy 

products are among the most essential foods 

in the diet of every person. But it is also a 

source of income for many households in the 

economy. According to the National 

Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic 

(hereinafter referred to as NSC KR), 49.7% 

of milk is produced in personal subsidiary 

farms of citizens. It should be noted that milk 

is the main raw material for the dairy 

industry. 

Thus, the production of milk, the 

consumption of unconditionally high-quality 

and affordable milk is one of the main tasks 

of socio-economic importance. 

Its functioning is conditioned by both general 

market laws and patterns, and its specific 

features, conditions of product formation. 

The efficiency of market development 

primarily depends on the level of the state of 

dairy cattle breeding [1]. 

The share of livestock in the agricultural 

sector of Kyrgyzstan is high and amounts to 

47.1%, with dairy farming following meat 

production and accounting for 32.5% of all 

agricultural production. 

The annual milk production in Kyrgyzstan is 

approximately 1.5-1.6 million tons (Fig. 1) of 

each 2.5% is used for industrial processing. 

In 2020, 1668.0 thousand tons of milk were 

produced. The increase in milk production in 

2020 compared to 2019 by 2.4% is due to an 

increase in the number of cows by 2.3% or by 

19,780 heads and a slight increase in milk 

yield per cow. The average annual milk yield 

per cow in 2020 was 2006 kg, in 2019 - 2004 

kg. As the analysis of statistical data has 

shown, there is an increase in the number of 

cows in Kyrgyzstan, but their productivity, 

despite not significant growth, leaves much 

to be desired. Since, in comparison with a 

similar indicator among the countries of the 

EAEU, for example, with Belarus and with 

Russia, the average milk yield in the republic 

is 2.1-2.5 times lower. 

 Among the EAEU countries, Belarus has the 

highest milk yields per cow - 4,943 kg. 

Figure 1 

Milk production in the Kyrgyz Republic (thousand tons) 

 
Source: compiled according to the data of the NSC KR, coll. Kyrgyzstan in Figures 2021 page 219 

[2]. 

 

Due to the natural and economic conditions and the peculiarities of population settlement in the 

regions of the republic, the main zones of milk production in Kyrgyzstan are not evenly located. 

There are significant differences between individual regions in terms of gross milk production 

(Table 1) 
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Table 1. 

Milk production by regions of the Kyrgyz Republic 

(in farms of all categories, thousand tons.) 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
2019 in  % 

by 2015 

Batken region 96,3 96,3 96,6 100,5 103,9 107,8 

Jalal-Abad region 311,2 318,5 329,2 329,2 337,3 108,3 

Issyk-Kul region 208,6 218,5 223,7 232,1 238,8 114,4 

Naryn region 120,4 123,3 124,7 126,7 129,7 107,7 

Osh region 299,6 310,5 317,7 323,4 329,3 109,9 

Talas region 76,2 76,2 76,2 75,2 75,6 99,2 

Chui region 373,3 388,1 398,8 402,4 413,2 110,6 

Total for the republic 1 481,1 1 524,6 1 556,2 1 589,7 1  627,8 109,9 

Source: compiled according to the data of the NSC KR, coll. "Agriculture of the Kyrgyz Republic" 

2020 [5]. 

 

Analysis of milk production in the context of regions of the country for the period 2015-2019 

shows growth in all regions, except for the Talas region where the gross milk yield decreased by 

0.8%. And the largest increase in milk production is noted in such regions as Issyk-Kul, Chui by 

14.4% 10.6%, as well as Osh, Jalal-Abad and Batken regions by 9.9%, 8.3% and 7.8 % 

respectively. 

The largest producers are stay the producers of the Chui, Jalal-Abad and Osh regions. Their share 

in 2019 accounted for 66.3% of the gross milk production in the republic. (fig. 2). Chui oblast is 

characterized by the highest level of development of dairy farming in Kyrgyzstan. The region 

consists of 8 districts, each of which has developed milk production. 

Figure 2 

The share of regions in milk production to the total volume of 2019 in% 

 
Source: compiled according to the data of the NSC KR, coll. "Agriculture of the Kyrgyz Republic" 

2020 [5]. 

In Kyrgyzstan, the main milk producers are peasant farms and personal subsidiary plots of citizens. 

(tab. 2) 
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In gross milk production, the share of peasant (farm) households slightly increased (49.5% in 2015 

to 49.8% in 2019) and subsidiary farms over the same period increased from 49.5 to 49.7%. State 

and collective farms do not play a significant role in milk production: their share is only 0.4% in 

2019.  

Table 2. 

Gross milk production by categories of farms in the Kyrgyz Republic, thousand tons 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

 

2019 in 

% by 

2015 

Share of 

farms to 

total 

volume,% 

Gross production, 

incl. 1 481,1 1 524,6 1 556,2 1 589,7 1  627,8 

 

109,9 100 

State farms 0,3 0,3 0,3 0,2 0,1 33,3 - 

Collective farms 
12,1 10,2 9,3 9,0 6,8 

 

56,1 0,4 

Peasant (farm) farms 

734,4 752,6 782,6 799,5 810,7 

 

 

110,3 

 

 

49,8 

Personal subsidiary 

plots of citizens 734,3 761,6 764,0 781,0 810,2 110,3 49,7 

Source: compiled according to the data of the NSC KR, coll. "Agriculture of the Kyrgyz Republic" 

2020 [5]. 

The specificity of the country's dairy market 

is as follows: short shelf life of primary 

products (milk), the universal nature of its 

use; the ubiquitous nature of the production, 

processing and sale of dairy products and the 

priorities of local markets [3]. 

        The dairy industry is one of the most 

important and dynamically developing 

industries in the processing sector of the 

country's economy. The dairy industry 

accounts for over 20% of all food products. 

Dairy processing in the Kyrgyz Republic, 

according to statistical data, represents 144 

milk processing enterprises and more than 

300 private producers of dairy products [4]. 

Most of the milk processing enterprises are 

located in the Chui region and in the city of 

Bishkek, where they account for about 60-

70% of the total volume. This year milk 

processing enterprises of the country were 

produced: butter of all types - 5621.1 tons, 

cheeses of all types, including processed - 

3628.9 tons, processed liquid milk - 40471.0 

tons, milk and cream in solid forms - 6265,7 

tons, ice cream - 5066.6 tons. From 2015 to 

2019, the production of butter of all types in 

the republic increased by 2.6 times, cheeses 

of all types, including processed cheese - 

0.3%, processed liquid milk - 28%, ice cream 

- 57.4%.  

Dairy products are not only consumed in the 

domestic market, but also exported to 

neighboring countries. Exports of milk and 

dairy products of the Kyrgyz Republic are 

shown in Table 3. 

 In 2020, compared to 2016, the total volume 

of exports of dairy products doubled and 

reached almost 35 thousand tons for a total of 

$ 46 million. Currently, such basic dairy 

products as butter (37% of the commodity 

volume), cheese and cottage cheese (21%), 

condensed and dry milk and cream (17%), as 

well as non-condensed milk and cream (13%) 

and fermented milk products (about 11%). 

Basically, dairy products were exported to 

Kazakhstan, where in 2020 products were 

delivered for $ 24.1 million, which is more 

than 52% of the total export of these 

products, as well as to Russia (for $ 21 

million, or about 46%). Also, dairy products 

are supplied to countries such as Uzbekistan 

(for $ 705 thousand) and Tajikistan (for $ 217 

thousand), [6]. 
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Table 3 

Export of milk and dairy products of the Kyrgyz Republic  

Years Total of which by main partner countries 

Kazakhstan Russia Uzbekistan Tajikistan 

One thousand dollars 

2016 22 610,2 10 862,5 11 717,5 - 29,4 

2017 33 971,1 20 922,6 12 965,5 0,2 78,0 

2018 31 663,4 15 875,5 14 889,9 596,8 286,0 

2019 45 404,1 16 057,0 28 889,7 298,5 143,6 

2020 46 086,7 24 084,0 21 043,4 704,5 217,1 

Percentage of the previous year 

2016 83,2 46,4 - - 2,0 

2017 150,2 192,6 110,7 - 265,3 

2018 93,2 75,9 114,8 - 366,7 

2019 143,4 101,1 194,0 50,0 50,2 

2020 101,5 150,0 72,8 236,0 151,2 

Source: data of the NSC KR [6]. 

Analysis of the milk and dairy products 

market in Kyrgyzstan over the past five years 

has shown that there is a positive growth 

trend in such indicators as milk production, 

an increase in the number of cows, and the 

export of dairy products. In the future, there 

are great opportunities to increase these 

indicators. But for this it is necessary to 

eliminate a number of basic problems, which 

are noted by many researchers of the 

problems of the development of the milk 

market in Kyrgyzstan. These problems are: 

- small-scale production; 

- low quality of raw materials and finished 

products; 

- lack of feed; 

- weak level of breeding; 

- unstable epizootic situation; 

- unwillingness of young specialists to work 

in production [5]. 

The lack of raw materials for processing is 

due to the fact that the main milk producers 

are small farms with 2-3 dairy cows. Most of 

the small producers started dairy farming on 

the plots obtained after the collapse of the 

USSR, and still do not have the basic 

technology. It is difficult to produce 

consistent volumes and maintain quality for 

these manufacturers. 

The quality of milk is the great importance, 

since milk and dairy products are in demand 

by all segments of the population. Milk is 

supplied for processing from households 

whose production technology, in fact, cannot 

provide high quality. 

It is important to observe the hygiene of raw 

milk from milking to processing, removing 

impurities, controlling the temperature and 

sterilization time. Most of the problems with 

dairy products in Kyrgyzstan are associated 

with milking. This is due to a lack of 

knowledge regarding hygiene and quality 
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control. The quality of raw milk is especially 

important for improving the quality of dairy 

products and ensuring food safety in the 

republic. 

Milk collection is carried out by 

intermediaries who formed the raw milk 

procurement market in the middle of the 

1990. There are no statistics because there is 

no network for the purchase of milk from 

agricultural producers to milk processors. 

Nobody could evaluate this market. Only 

according to the observation of some 

researchers of the milk market, 

intermediaries have 20-30 percent of the final 

price. 

In order to maintain a stable sale of dairy 

products, Kyrgyzstan needs to increase the 

competitiveness of its dairy products in the 

market, to carry out selection and breeding 

work in the field of dairy cattle breeding. 

Also, work to improve the image of dairy 

products of Kyrgyzstan in exported 

countries, since our dairy products are 

inexpensive and natural. For this, it is 

necessary to build a system for the production 

of dairy products, from milking to the 

production of final products that would meet 

strict standards. This will change the image 

of a natural products and make it with high 

quality and affordable. 
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