
 
 
  

BWA World Congress Resolution 1970.2 

 

Reconciliation and Racial Discrimination  

 At Berlin in 1934, at Atlanta in 1939, at Copenhagen in 1947, at Cleveland in 1950, at London in 
1955, at Rio de Janeiro in 1960, and at Miami Beach in 1965 the Baptist World Alliance registered its 
opposition to racial discrimination and its parent, racism, which is the evil of looking at men in terms of 
their differences of color or culture rather than their oneness as children of God. The fact that here again 
in Tokyo in 1970 we are obliged to address ourselves to this evil is evidence of how stubborn and deeply 
ingrained this prac-tice is in human thought and action. 

 We Baptists see any and all forms of racism as a repudiation of the teachings of Jesus Christ and 
as a failure to recognize that our Heavenly Father has created his children in diversity, willing that all 
share equally in his love, in regard for each other and in the blessings of the earth which are the gifts of 
his hand. 

 We Baptists lament the presence of and repent for the sins of racism that have existed, and still 
exist, in some of our own places of worship and in some of our respective communities and nations. We 
pledge ourselves to labor within our own churches, conventions, and unions and also in the whole of 
society for the total elimination of every vestige of racism and those discriminations and oppressions 
which are its offsprings. 
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For more information about Baptist World Alliance resolutions, visit BaptistWorld.org/resolutions. 
Since its formation in 1905, the Baptist World Alliance has networked the global Baptist family to impact 
the world for Christ with a commitment to strengthen worship, fellowship and unity; lead in mission and 
evangelism; respond to people in need through aid, relief, and community development; defend religious 
freedom, human rights, and justice; and advance theological reflection and leadership development. 
 


