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 Subject:  Grade 7 English  

Term 4 Factual Argumentative Genre 

Week:  3  Lesson Number:  97 

 Topic: Personal Recounts : Diary – Language features  

Text:  

 Practice: Identifying purpose of diary. 

Introduction  

Lessons 94, 95 & 96 focused on a general personal recount, retelling of a personal experience. In this 

lesson we will focus on a type of personal recount: DIARY 

Instruction 

To complete this lesson, you must follow these steps:  
Step 1: In your Exercise book, copy the Header.   
Step 2:  Attempt “Practice Exercise 1”  
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Practice Exercise 1:  

1. Read the notes below. 

2. Why do people keep a diary? 

3. What is the difference between a diary and a journal? 

4. Do you keep a diary? Are you consistent in keeping a record of the daily events in your life? 

5. Do you sometimes write down your feelings or dreams? 

 

 
A diary is a written personal account of events in a day of someone’s life and his or her thoughts 
and feelings about it. 
 
The main purpose of a diary is to provide an outlet for a person’s reactions to the people and 
events in his or her daily life. A diary entry is not usually written with the intention of being 
published, although some sorts of diaries, such as journals or log books, may be intended to be 
read by others.  
So what is the difference between a diary and a journal? They are both the same as they both 
keep a record of daily events in a person’s life. Diaries deal with the day to day, more data 
collection. A diary records events as they happen. 
A journal is a used to explore ideas that take shape such as reflections or aspirations based on the 
daily experiences. 
For example; 
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Topic/ theme: Food, cooking, nutrition 
Diary: In a diary you would record the food you ate today and how it made you feel. 
Journal: In a journal you would make notes about new recipes you want to try. 
The structure of a diary includes:  

 a series of dated entries-sometimes with place. 
 

The language features of a diary typically includes: 
  

 a chronicle of events since the previous entry. 

 first person reporting-use of personal pronoun ‘I’. 

 a highly personal point of view. 

 self-revelation or information about the writer. 

 fragmented sentences. 

 non-standard grammar. 

 colloquial expressions-common to the writer’s everyday conversation. 

 ‘doing’ and ‘thinking’ verbs. 

 sentences in the form of statements. 

 mainly short and simple sentences. 

 imprecise diction (word choice). 

 exaggerated adjectives. 

 short paragraphs, even for long entries. 

 shorthand. 

 resolutions. 

 loosely linked ideas. 
 

In addition, a diary : 

 may be addressed as ‘you’. 

 may be handwritten. 
 

 

Conclusion 

After this lesson, you should be identify the general features of a diary and or journal. 

 


