
As we initiate this process, we too are called to become experts in the art of encounter.  Not so much by organising 
events or theorising about problems, as in taking time to encounter the Lord and one another.  Time to devote to 
prayer and to adoration – that form of prayer that we so often neglect – devoting time to adoration, and to hearing  
what the Spirit wants to say to the Church.  Time to look others in the eye and listen to what they have to say, to 
build rapport, to be sensitive to the questions of our sisters and brothers, to let ourselves be enriched by the variety 
of charisms, vocations and ministries.  Every encounter – as we know – calls for openness, courage and a 
willingness to let ourselves be challenged by the presence and the stories of others.  If at times we would rather 
take refuge in formality or presenting the proper image – the clerical and courtly spirit, where I am more Monsieur 
l’abbé than Father – the experience of encounter changes us; frequently it opens up new and unexpected 
possibilities.  Following today’s Angelus, I will meet with a group of street people who came together simply 
because a group of people made an effort to listen to them, sometimes just to listen to them.  And from that 
listening they succeeded in setting out on a new path.  So often God points out new paths in just this way.  He 
invites us to leave our old habits behind.  Everything changes once we are capable of genuine encounters with him 
and with one another, without formalism or pretense, but simply as we are.

The second verb is listen. True encounter arises only from listening.  Jesus listened to that man’s question and to 
the religious and existential concerns that lay behind it.  He did not give a non-committal reply or offer a 
prepackaged solution; he did not pretend to respond politely, simply as a way of dismissing him and continuing on 
his way.  Jesus simply listens, for whatever amount of time it takes; he is not rushed.  Most importantly, he is not 
afraid to listen to him with his heart and not just with his ears.  Indeed, he does more than simply answer the rich 
man’s question; he lets him tell his story, to speak freely about himself.  Christ reminds him of the commandments, 
and the man starts to talk about his youth, to share his religious journey and his efforts to seek God.  This happens 
whenever we listen with the heart: people feel that they are being heard, not judged; they feel free to recount their 
own experiences and their spiritual journey.

Let us ask ourselves frankly during this synodal process: Are we good at listening?  How good is the “hearing” of 
our heart?  Do we allow people to express themselves, to walk in faith even though they have had difficulties in 
life, and to be part of the life of the community without being hindered, rejected or judged?  Participating in a 
Synod means placing ourselves on the same path as the Word made flesh.  It means following in his footsteps, 
listening to his word along with the words of others.  It means discovering with amazement that the Holy Spirit 
always surprises us, to suggest fresh paths and new ways of speaking.  It is a slow and perhaps tiring exercise, this 
learning to listen to one another – bishops, priests, religious and laity, all the baptised – and to avoid artificial and 
shallow and pre-packaged responses.  The Spirit asks us to listen to the questions, concerns and hopes of every 
Church, people and nation.  And to listen to the world, to the challenges and changes that it sets before us.  Let us 
not soundproof our hearts; let us not remain barricaded in our certainties.  So often our certainties can make us 
closed.  Let us listen to one another.

Finally, discern.  Encounter and listening are not ends in themselves, leaving everything just as it was before.  
On the contrary, whenever we enter into dialogue, we allow ourselves to be challenged, to advance on a journey.  
And in the end, we are no longer the same; we are changed.  We see this in today’s Gospel.  Jesus senses that the 
person before him is a good and religious man, obedient to the commandments, but he wants to lead him beyond 
the mere observance of precepts.  Through dialogue, he helps him to discern.  Jesus encourages that man to look 
within, in the light of the love that the Lord himself had shown by his gaze (cf. v. 21), and to discern in that light 
what his heart truly treasures. And in this way to discover that he cannot attain happiness by filling his life with 
more religious observances, but by emptying himself, selling whatever takes up space in his heart, in order to 
make room for God.

Here is a valuable lesson also for us.  The Synod is a process of spiritual discernment, of ecclesial discernment, 
that unfolds in adoration, in prayer and in dialogue with the word of God.  Today’s second reading tells us that 
God’s word is “living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of 
joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb 4:12).  That word summons us to 
discernment and it brings light to that process.  It guides the Synod, preventing it from becoming a Church 
convention, a study group or a political gathering, a parliament, but rather a grace-filled event, a process of healing 
guided by the Spirit.  In these days, Jesus calls us, as he did the rich man in the Gospel, to empty ourselves, to free 
ourselves from all that is worldly, including our inward-looking and outworn pastoral models; and to ask ourselves 
what it is that God wants to say to us in this time.  And the direction in which he wants to lead us.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us have a good journey together!  May we be pilgrims in love with the Gospel and 
open to the surprises of the Holy Spirit.  Let us not miss out on the grace-filled opportunities born of encounter, 
listening and discernment.  In the joyful conviction that, even as we seek the Lord, he always comes with his love 
to meet us first.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2021/documents/20211010-omelia-sinodo-vescovi.html
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For the Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, we hear the story from Mark’s Gospel about two of Jesus’ closest 
friends, James and John, who want seats of honor in “the Kingdom” they envision for Jesus. We can almost see 
Jesus shake his head in dismay that they have missed his point once again. He does not let his disciples get 
sidetracked into jealousy but calls them together again to give them his message: “Whoever wishes to be great 
among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For the Son of Man 
did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Monday is the Feast of St. Luke, Evangelist. On Tuesday we remember Jesuit Saints John de Brébeuf and Isaac 
Jogues, Priests, and Companions, Martyrs.

We continue with the second of four weeks of weekday readings from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. This is Paul’s 
longest letter and was written from Greece as he prepared to visit Rome.

Our gospels continue with Luke’s Gospel and multiple stories of Jesus exhorting us to be prepared, to beware of greed 
and that our “life does not consist of possessions.” Jesus’ mission is to bring peace and healing. We are to be prepared 
for the times our Lord comes to us. Much is expected of us who have been entrusted with so much. Jesus has come to 
set a fire among us, which will probably also place us at odds with others, even others we love. Yet, Jesus calls us to read 
the signs of our times and to make peace with our opponents if we can. We are being fertilized to bear fruit.

A vision of comfort and healing is offered for the Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time. In Jeremiah, we see the Lord 
gathering “his people” - the blind, the lame and the helpless innocents, bringing them together to console and guide 
them. In Mark’s Gospel, Bartimaeus, the blind beggar has the courage to beg for healing from Jesus. He is hushed 
by the crowd but continues to call loudly for Jesus, who hears him and heals him. “Go your way; your faith has 
saved you.”

Daily Prayer This Week

This is a terrific week to ask for the gift of freedom. Each day, when we focus ourselves in the morning, and throughout 
each busy day, we can keep asking God to help us, to give us what we need to become freer. There’s freedom “from” and 
freedom “for.” We can ask to be released from what has a hold on us. If we ask, we can trust that God will give us the 
grace to understand the habits and desires that hold us back from intimacy with God. We can ask to be more honest with 
ourselves about them, and to grow in a desire to discover what we would be like without them. We can pray to be free for 
whatever God desires of us. If we express our desire to be placed at the service of others and to be able to give our lives 
away more generously, we can trust that God will let Jesus set our hearts on fire.

The Word helps us each week. Sometimes, one phrase or one story will carry us for several days. Other weeks, we 
will have to look back at the readings to hear a reminder, an encouragement, a call. I might stay with the words, 
“give to God what is God’s.” On a given day it might be a great grace to realize all is gift, including the members 
of my family, the gifts I’ve been given to do my work, the graces offered me this very day. If I hear the words of 
Jesus, “life does not consist in possessions,” we might ask him to show me how this is meant for me this week. 
Perhaps I will imagine myself as that tree that isn’t bearing much fruit. Instead of cutting me down, our Lord is 
patient and willing to nourish me and cultivate me, so that I can bear fruit.

All week, we speak with our Lord, friend to friend, expressing whatever is in our hearts. No matter how busy we 
are, we will grow in gratitude as see how much Jesus can do with our open hearts.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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A certain rich man came up to Jesus “as he was setting out on his journey” (Mk 10:17).  The Gospels frequently 
show us Jesus “on a journey”; he walks alongside people and listens to the questions and concerns lurking in their 
hearts.  He shows us that God is not found in neat and orderly places, distant from reality, but walks ever at our 
side.  He meets us where we are, on the often rocky roads of life.  Today, as we begin this synodal process, let us 
begin by asking ourselves – all of us, Pope, bishops, priests, religious and laity – whether we, the Christian 
community, embody this “style” of God, who travels the paths of history and shares in the life of humanity.  Are 
we prepared for the adventure of this journey?  Or are we fearful of the unknown, preferring to take refuge in the 
usual excuses: “It’s useless” or “We’ve always done it this way”?

Celebrating a Synod means walking on the same road, walking together.  Let us look at Jesus.  First, he 
encounters the rich man on the road; he then listens to his questions, and finally he helps him discern what he 
must do to inherit eternal life.  Encounter, listen and discern.  I would like to reflect on these three verbs that 
characterise the Synod.

The first is encounter. The Gospel passage begins by speaking of an encounter.  A man comes up to Jesus and 
kneels down before him, asking him a crucial question: “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (v. 
17).  So important a question requires attention, time, willingness to encounter others and sensitivity to what 
troubles them.  The Lord is not stand aloof; he does not appear annoyed or disturbed.  Instead, he is completely 
present to this person.  He is open to encounter.  Nothing leaves Jesus indifferent; everything is of concern to him.  
Encountering faces, meeting eyes, sharing each individual’s history.  That is the closeness that Jesus embodies.  He 
knows that someone’s life can be changed by a single encounter.  The Gospel is full of such encounters with Christ, 
encounters that uplift and bring healing.  Jesus did not hurry along, or keep looking at his watch to get the meeting 
over.  He was always at the service of the person he was with, listening to what he or she had to say.

Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mark 10:35-45

Jesus said to them, 
“You do not know 
what you are asking. 
Can you drink the cup 
that I drink or be 
baptized with the 
baptism with which I 
am baptized?



As we initiate this process, we too are called to become experts in the art of encounter.  Not so much by organising 
events or theorising about problems, as in taking time to encounter the Lord and one another.  Time to devote to 
prayer and to adoration – that form of prayer that we so often neglect – devoting time to adoration, and to hearing  
what the Spirit wants to say to the Church.  Time to look others in the eye and listen to what they have to say, to 
build rapport, to be sensitive to the questions of our sisters and brothers, to let ourselves be enriched by the variety 
of charisms, vocations and ministries.  Every encounter – as we know – calls for openness, courage and a 
willingness to let ourselves be challenged by the presence and the stories of others.  If at times we would rather 
take refuge in formality or presenting the proper image – the clerical and courtly spirit, where I am more Monsieur 
l’abbé than Father – the experience of encounter changes us; frequently it opens up new and unexpected 
possibilities.  Following today’s Angelus, I will meet with a group of street people who came together simply 
because a group of people made an effort to listen to them, sometimes just to listen to them.  And from that 
listening they succeeded in setting out on a new path.  So often God points out new paths in just this way.  He 
invites us to leave our old habits behind.  Everything changes once we are capable of genuine encounters with him 
and with one another, without formalism or pretense, but simply as we are.

The second verb is listen. True encounter arises only from listening.  Jesus listened to that man’s question and to 
the religious and existential concerns that lay behind it.  He did not give a non-committal reply or offer a 
prepackaged solution; he did not pretend to respond politely, simply as a way of dismissing him and continuing on 
his way.  Jesus simply listens, for whatever amount of time it takes; he is not rushed.  Most importantly, he is not 
afraid to listen to him with his heart and not just with his ears.  Indeed, he does more than simply answer the rich 
man’s question; he lets him tell his story, to speak freely about himself.  Christ reminds him of the commandments, 
and the man starts to talk about his youth, to share his religious journey and his efforts to seek God.  This happens 
whenever we listen with the heart: people feel that they are being heard, not judged; they feel free to recount their 
own experiences and their spiritual journey.

Let us ask ourselves frankly during this synodal process: Are we good at listening?  How good is the “hearing” of 
our heart?  Do we allow people to express themselves, to walk in faith even though they have had difficulties in 
life, and to be part of the life of the community without being hindered, rejected or judged?  Participating in a 
Synod means placing ourselves on the same path as the Word made flesh.  It means following in his footsteps, 
listening to his word along with the words of others.  It means discovering with amazement that the Holy Spirit 
always surprises us, to suggest fresh paths and new ways of speaking.  It is a slow and perhaps tiring exercise, this 
learning to listen to one another – bishops, priests, religious and laity, all the baptised – and to avoid artificial and 
shallow and pre-packaged responses.  The Spirit asks us to listen to the questions, concerns and hopes of every 
Church, people and nation.  And to listen to the world, to the challenges and changes that it sets before us.  Let us 
not soundproof our hearts; let us not remain barricaded in our certainties.  So often our certainties can make us 
closed.  Let us listen to one another.

Finally, discern.  Encounter and listening are not ends in themselves, leaving everything just as it was before.  
On the contrary, whenever we enter into dialogue, we allow ourselves to be challenged, to advance on a journey.  
And in the end, we are no longer the same; we are changed.  We see this in today’s Gospel.  Jesus senses that the 
person before him is a good and religious man, obedient to the commandments, but he wants to lead him beyond 
the mere observance of precepts.  Through dialogue, he helps him to discern.  Jesus encourages that man to look 
within, in the light of the love that the Lord himself had shown by his gaze (cf. v. 21), and to discern in that light 
what his heart truly treasures. And in this way to discover that he cannot attain happiness by filling his life with 
more religious observances, but by emptying himself, selling whatever takes up space in his heart, in order to 
make room for God.

Here is a valuable lesson also for us.  The Synod is a process of spiritual discernment, of ecclesial discernment, 
that unfolds in adoration, in prayer and in dialogue with the word of God.  Today’s second reading tells us that 
God’s word is “living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of 
joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb 4:12).  That word summons us to 
discernment and it brings light to that process.  It guides the Synod, preventing it from becoming a Church 
convention, a study group or a political gathering, a parliament, but rather a grace-filled event, a process of healing 
guided by the Spirit.  In these days, Jesus calls us, as he did the rich man in the Gospel, to empty ourselves, to free 
ourselves from all that is worldly, including our inward-looking and outworn pastoral models; and to ask ourselves 
what it is that God wants to say to us in this time.  And the direction in which he wants to lead us.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us have a good journey together!  May we be pilgrims in love with the Gospel and 
open to the surprises of the Holy Spirit.  Let us not miss out on the grace-filled opportunities born of encounter, 
listening and discernment.  In the joyful conviction that, even as we seek the Lord, he always comes with his love 
to meet us first.
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For the Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, we hear the story from Mark’s Gospel about two of Jesus’ closest 
friends, James and John, who want seats of honor in “the Kingdom” they envision for Jesus. We can almost see 
Jesus shake his head in dismay that they have missed his point once again. He does not let his disciples get 
sidetracked into jealousy but calls them together again to give them his message: “Whoever wishes to be great 
among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For the Son of Man 
did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Monday is the Feast of St. Luke, Evangelist. On Tuesday we remember Jesuit Saints John de Brébeuf and Isaac 
Jogues, Priests, and Companions, Martyrs.

We continue with the second of four weeks of weekday readings from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. This is Paul’s 
longest letter and was written from Greece as he prepared to visit Rome.

Our gospels continue with Luke’s Gospel and multiple stories of Jesus exhorting us to be prepared, to beware of greed 
and that our “life does not consist of possessions.” Jesus’ mission is to bring peace and healing. We are to be prepared 
for the times our Lord comes to us. Much is expected of us who have been entrusted with so much. Jesus has come to 
set a fire among us, which will probably also place us at odds with others, even others we love. Yet, Jesus calls us to read 
the signs of our times and to make peace with our opponents if we can. We are being fertilized to bear fruit.

A vision of comfort and healing is offered for the Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time. In Jeremiah, we see the Lord 
gathering “his people” - the blind, the lame and the helpless innocents, bringing them together to console and guide 
them. In Mark’s Gospel, Bartimaeus, the blind beggar has the courage to beg for healing from Jesus. He is hushed 
by the crowd but continues to call loudly for Jesus, who hears him and heals him. “Go your way; your faith has 
saved you.”

Daily Prayer This Week

This is a terrific week to ask for the gift of freedom. Each day, when we focus ourselves in the morning, and throughout 
each busy day, we can keep asking God to help us, to give us what we need to become freer. There’s freedom “from” and 
freedom “for.” We can ask to be released from what has a hold on us. If we ask, we can trust that God will give us the 
grace to understand the habits and desires that hold us back from intimacy with God. We can ask to be more honest with 
ourselves about them, and to grow in a desire to discover what we would be like without them. We can pray to be free for 
whatever God desires of us. If we express our desire to be placed at the service of others and to be able to give our lives 
away more generously, we can trust that God will let Jesus set our hearts on fire.

The Word helps us each week. Sometimes, one phrase or one story will carry us for several days. Other weeks, we 
will have to look back at the readings to hear a reminder, an encouragement, a call. I might stay with the words, 
“give to God what is God’s.” On a given day it might be a great grace to realize all is gift, including the members 
of my family, the gifts I’ve been given to do my work, the graces offered me this very day. If I hear the words of 
Jesus, “life does not consist in possessions,” we might ask him to show me how this is meant for me this week. 
Perhaps I will imagine myself as that tree that isn’t bearing much fruit. Instead of cutting me down, our Lord is 
patient and willing to nourish me and cultivate me, so that I can bear fruit.

All week, we speak with our Lord, friend to friend, expressing whatever is in our hearts. No matter how busy we 
are, we will grow in gratitude as see how much Jesus can do with our open hearts.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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A certain rich man came up to Jesus “as he was setting out on his journey” (Mk 10:17).  The Gospels frequently 
show us Jesus “on a journey”; he walks alongside people and listens to the questions and concerns lurking in their 
hearts.  He shows us that God is not found in neat and orderly places, distant from reality, but walks ever at our 
side.  He meets us where we are, on the often rocky roads of life.  Today, as we begin this synodal process, let us 
begin by asking ourselves – all of us, Pope, bishops, priests, religious and laity – whether we, the Christian 
community, embody this “style” of God, who travels the paths of history and shares in the life of humanity.  Are 
we prepared for the adventure of this journey?  Or are we fearful of the unknown, preferring to take refuge in the 
usual excuses: “It’s useless” or “We’ve always done it this way”?

Celebrating a Synod means walking on the same road, walking together.  Let us look at Jesus.  First, he 
encounters the rich man on the road; he then listens to his questions, and finally he helps him discern what he 
must do to inherit eternal life.  Encounter, listen and discern.  I would like to reflect on these three verbs that 
characterise the Synod.

The first is encounter. The Gospel passage begins by speaking of an encounter.  A man comes up to Jesus and 
kneels down before him, asking him a crucial question: “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (v. 
17).  So important a question requires attention, time, willingness to encounter others and sensitivity to what 
troubles them.  The Lord is not stand aloof; he does not appear annoyed or disturbed.  Instead, he is completely 
present to this person.  He is open to encounter.  Nothing leaves Jesus indifferent; everything is of concern to him.  
Encountering faces, meeting eyes, sharing each individual’s history.  That is the closeness that Jesus embodies.  He 
knows that someone’s life can be changed by a single encounter.  The Gospel is full of such encounters with Christ, 
encounters that uplift and bring healing.  Jesus did not hurry along, or keep looking at his watch to get the meeting 
over.  He was always at the service of the person he was with, listening to what he or she had to say.



As we initiate this process, we too are called to become experts in the art of encounter.  Not so much by organising 
events or theorising about problems, as in taking time to encounter the Lord and one another.  Time to devote to 
prayer and to adoration – that form of prayer that we so often neglect – devoting time to adoration, and to hearing  
what the Spirit wants to say to the Church.  Time to look others in the eye and listen to what they have to say, to 
build rapport, to be sensitive to the questions of our sisters and brothers, to let ourselves be enriched by the variety 
of charisms, vocations and ministries.  Every encounter – as we know – calls for openness, courage and a 
willingness to let ourselves be challenged by the presence and the stories of others.  If at times we would rather 
take refuge in formality or presenting the proper image – the clerical and courtly spirit, where I am more Monsieur 
l’abbé than Father – the experience of encounter changes us; frequently it opens up new and unexpected 
possibilities.  Following today’s Angelus, I will meet with a group of street people who came together simply 
because a group of people made an effort to listen to them, sometimes just to listen to them.  And from that 
listening they succeeded in setting out on a new path.  So often God points out new paths in just this way.  He 
invites us to leave our old habits behind.  Everything changes once we are capable of genuine encounters with him 
and with one another, without formalism or pretense, but simply as we are.

The second verb is listen. True encounter arises only from listening.  Jesus listened to that man’s question and to 
the religious and existential concerns that lay behind it.  He did not give a non-committal reply or offer a 
prepackaged solution; he did not pretend to respond politely, simply as a way of dismissing him and continuing on 
his way.  Jesus simply listens, for whatever amount of time it takes; he is not rushed.  Most importantly, he is not 
afraid to listen to him with his heart and not just with his ears.  Indeed, he does more than simply answer the rich 
man’s question; he lets him tell his story, to speak freely about himself.  Christ reminds him of the commandments, 
and the man starts to talk about his youth, to share his religious journey and his efforts to seek God.  This happens 
whenever we listen with the heart: people feel that they are being heard, not judged; they feel free to recount their 
own experiences and their spiritual journey.

Let us ask ourselves frankly during this synodal process: Are we good at listening?  How good is the “hearing” of 
our heart?  Do we allow people to express themselves, to walk in faith even though they have had difficulties in 
life, and to be part of the life of the community without being hindered, rejected or judged?  Participating in a 
Synod means placing ourselves on the same path as the Word made flesh.  It means following in his footsteps, 
listening to his word along with the words of others.  It means discovering with amazement that the Holy Spirit 
always surprises us, to suggest fresh paths and new ways of speaking.  It is a slow and perhaps tiring exercise, this 
learning to listen to one another – bishops, priests, religious and laity, all the baptised – and to avoid artificial and 
shallow and pre-packaged responses.  The Spirit asks us to listen to the questions, concerns and hopes of every 
Church, people and nation.  And to listen to the world, to the challenges and changes that it sets before us.  Let us 
not soundproof our hearts; let us not remain barricaded in our certainties.  So often our certainties can make us 
closed.  Let us listen to one another.

Finally, discern.  Encounter and listening are not ends in themselves, leaving everything just as it was before.  
On the contrary, whenever we enter into dialogue, we allow ourselves to be challenged, to advance on a journey.  
And in the end, we are no longer the same; we are changed.  We see this in today’s Gospel.  Jesus senses that the 
person before him is a good and religious man, obedient to the commandments, but he wants to lead him beyond 
the mere observance of precepts.  Through dialogue, he helps him to discern.  Jesus encourages that man to look 
within, in the light of the love that the Lord himself had shown by his gaze (cf. v. 21), and to discern in that light 
what his heart truly treasures. And in this way to discover that he cannot attain happiness by filling his life with 
more religious observances, but by emptying himself, selling whatever takes up space in his heart, in order to 
make room for God.

Here is a valuable lesson also for us.  The Synod is a process of spiritual discernment, of ecclesial discernment, 
that unfolds in adoration, in prayer and in dialogue with the word of God.  Today’s second reading tells us that 
God’s word is “living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of 
joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb 4:12).  That word summons us to 
discernment and it brings light to that process.  It guides the Synod, preventing it from becoming a Church 
convention, a study group or a political gathering, a parliament, but rather a grace-filled event, a process of healing 
guided by the Spirit.  In these days, Jesus calls us, as he did the rich man in the Gospel, to empty ourselves, to free 
ourselves from all that is worldly, including our inward-looking and outworn pastoral models; and to ask ourselves 
what it is that God wants to say to us in this time.  And the direction in which he wants to lead us.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us have a good journey together!  May we be pilgrims in love with the Gospel and 
open to the surprises of the Holy Spirit.  Let us not miss out on the grace-filled opportunities born of encounter, 
listening and discernment.  In the joyful conviction that, even as we seek the Lord, he always comes with his love 
to meet us first.
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For the Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, we hear the story from Mark’s Gospel about two of Jesus’ closest 
friends, James and John, who want seats of honor in “the Kingdom” they envision for Jesus. We can almost see 
Jesus shake his head in dismay that they have missed his point once again. He does not let his disciples get 
sidetracked into jealousy but calls them together again to give them his message: “Whoever wishes to be great 
among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For the Son of Man 
did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Monday is the Feast of St. Luke, Evangelist. On Tuesday we remember Jesuit Saints John de Brébeuf and Isaac 
Jogues, Priests, and Companions, Martyrs.

We continue with the second of four weeks of weekday readings from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. This is Paul’s 
longest letter and was written from Greece as he prepared to visit Rome.

Our gospels continue with Luke’s Gospel and multiple stories of Jesus exhorting us to be prepared, to beware of greed 
and that our “life does not consist of possessions.” Jesus’ mission is to bring peace and healing. We are to be prepared 
for the times our Lord comes to us. Much is expected of us who have been entrusted with so much. Jesus has come to 
set a fire among us, which will probably also place us at odds with others, even others we love. Yet, Jesus calls us to read 
the signs of our times and to make peace with our opponents if we can. We are being fertilized to bear fruit.

A vision of comfort and healing is offered for the Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time. In Jeremiah, we see the Lord 
gathering “his people” - the blind, the lame and the helpless innocents, bringing them together to console and guide 
them. In Mark’s Gospel, Bartimaeus, the blind beggar has the courage to beg for healing from Jesus. He is hushed 
by the crowd but continues to call loudly for Jesus, who hears him and heals him. “Go your way; your faith has 
saved you.”

Daily Prayer This Week

This is a terrific week to ask for the gift of freedom. Each day, when we focus ourselves in the morning, and throughout 
each busy day, we can keep asking God to help us, to give us what we need to become freer. There’s freedom “from” and 
freedom “for.” We can ask to be released from what has a hold on us. If we ask, we can trust that God will give us the 
grace to understand the habits and desires that hold us back from intimacy with God. We can ask to be more honest with 
ourselves about them, and to grow in a desire to discover what we would be like without them. We can pray to be free for 
whatever God desires of us. If we express our desire to be placed at the service of others and to be able to give our lives 
away more generously, we can trust that God will let Jesus set our hearts on fire.

The Word helps us each week. Sometimes, one phrase or one story will carry us for several days. Other weeks, we 
will have to look back at the readings to hear a reminder, an encouragement, a call. I might stay with the words, 
“give to God what is God’s.” On a given day it might be a great grace to realize all is gift, including the members 
of my family, the gifts I’ve been given to do my work, the graces offered me this very day. If I hear the words of 
Jesus, “life does not consist in possessions,” we might ask him to show me how this is meant for me this week. 
Perhaps I will imagine myself as that tree that isn’t bearing much fruit. Instead of cutting me down, our Lord is 
patient and willing to nourish me and cultivate me, so that I can bear fruit.

All week, we speak with our Lord, friend to friend, expressing whatever is in our hearts. No matter how busy we 
are, we will grow in gratitude as see how much Jesus can do with our open hearts.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops
“For a synodal Church: communion, participation and mission”

OPENING OF THE SYNODAL PATH
HOLY MASS
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
St Peter's Basilica
Sunday, 10 October 2021

A certain rich man came up to Jesus “as he was setting out on his journey” (Mk 10:17).  The Gospels frequently 
show us Jesus “on a journey”; he walks alongside people and listens to the questions and concerns lurking in their 
hearts.  He shows us that God is not found in neat and orderly places, distant from reality, but walks ever at our 
side.  He meets us where we are, on the often rocky roads of life.  Today, as we begin this synodal process, let us 
begin by asking ourselves – all of us, Pope, bishops, priests, religious and laity – whether we, the Christian 
community, embody this “style” of God, who travels the paths of history and shares in the life of humanity.  Are 
we prepared for the adventure of this journey?  Or are we fearful of the unknown, preferring to take refuge in the 
usual excuses: “It’s useless” or “We’ve always done it this way”?

Celebrating a Synod means walking on the same road, walking together.  Let us look at Jesus.  First, he 
encounters the rich man on the road; he then listens to his questions, and finally he helps him discern what he 
must do to inherit eternal life.  Encounter, listen and discern.  I would like to reflect on these three verbs that 
characterise the Synod.

The first is encounter. The Gospel passage begins by speaking of an encounter.  A man comes up to Jesus and 
kneels down before him, asking him a crucial question: “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (v. 
17).  So important a question requires attention, time, willingness to encounter others and sensitivity to what 
troubles them.  The Lord is not stand aloof; he does not appear annoyed or disturbed.  Instead, he is completely 
present to this person.  He is open to encounter.  Nothing leaves Jesus indifferent; everything is of concern to him.  
Encountering faces, meeting eyes, sharing each individual’s history.  That is the closeness that Jesus embodies.  He 
knows that someone’s life can be changed by a single encounter.  The Gospel is full of such encounters with Christ, 
encounters that uplift and bring healing.  Jesus did not hurry along, or keep looking at his watch to get the meeting 
over.  He was always at the service of the person he was with, listening to what he or she had to say.



SPP PARISH NEWS

CLOSURE OF THE CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION Due to the revised guidelines on safe management measures from the 
authorities, the booking of private prayer sessions in the Chapel of the Incarnation will be suspended till further notice. Thank you for 
your understanding.

神樂堂圣体室关闭 由于当局修订了有关安全管理措施的指导方针，本堂将暂停神樂堂私人祈祷时段预定，直至另行
通知。敬请谅解。

DIFFERENTIATED CANCELLATION AND BOOKING CUT-OFF TIMES - Effective October, there will be a grace period of 
15mins after the Mass cancellation cutoff timing to enable the booking of cancelled slots. Our parish has a Mass cancellation cutoff of 3 
hrs before the Mass, the new booking cutoff is 2hrs 45mins before the Mass. For example, in the case of the 5.30pm Mass - the 
cancellation cutoff time is 2.30pm. However, parishioners would still be able to book a slot for Mass up to 2.45pm.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard from 1.00pm to 3.00pm for 25pax per hour on the following 
Sundays: 17 & 31. For more information, please refer to myCatholic.sg.

New Parish UEN - Please note that from 1 Oct 2021 onwards, the Parish will be using a 
new PayNow Unique Entity Number (UEN). More details may be found below:

UEN : T08CC4030K
Account Name : Church of SPP Operating Fund

本堂新的UEN号码 - 从10月1日起，本堂将采用新的PayNow 单一机构识别码, 即UEN。
详情如下：

新UEN号码 : T08CC4030K
账号名称 : Church of SPP Operating Fund

GIFT CONTRIBUTIONS- This weekend is the collection for the 
GIFT (Giving in Faith and Thankfulness). Scan the QR code or 
visit https://youtu.be/EhySg--k9vI for the video to learn how your 
contributions fund archdiocesan organisations, projects and 
initiatives that help to build a more vibrant, evangelising and 
missionary Church. Please give regularly via PayNow to 
201231391K (include name and mobile no. or email) and consider 
signing up for a pledge at catholicfoundation.sg/give Video web 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhySg--k9vI QR code

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 Facebook 专页点赞，
可获得堂区资讯与信息。

10月16日，星期六，早上10.00时



All Saints Day & All Souls Day Masses

Masses will be celebrated on both 1 Nov, Monday (All Saints Day) and 2 Nov, Tuesday (All Souls Day) at the 
following times: 
7.20am (English Mass)   - for 50 pax (unvaccinated)
12.15pm (Mandarin Mass) - for 140 pax
6.00pm (English Mass)   - for 190 pax
*Do note the following:
1. All the above Masses are for vaccinated persons or persons who have gone through a valid PET. 
2. 100 persons will be seated in the main church, 40 persons in the Bethany Hall, and 50 persons in the 
    Beatitudes (subject to bookings on MARS).

诸圣瞻礼及追思已亡弥撒

以下是诸圣瞻礼11月1日，星期一，及追思已亡日11月2日，星期二，的弥撒时间：
早上7时20分 （英语弥撒） - 限制人数50位  (未接种疫苗)
中午12时15分 （华语弥撒） - 限制人数140位
旁晚6时  （英语弥撒） - 限制人数190位

请注意:
1. 参与以上三台弥撒的教友必须已完成疫苗接种, 或出示在指定检测中心所接受的活动前检测的阴性证明。
2. 场地人数分配 – 教堂100人、伯達尼堂40人、真福禮堂50人（通过教区弥撒预定系统预定）

COLUMBARIUM VISITS (Bookings can be made from 5 October)

The columbarium will also be open for visits on the following days:
30 Oct, Saturday   - 10.00am to 5.00pm
31 Oct, Sunday   - 10.00am 5.00pm
2 Nov, Tuesday   - 10.30am to 12nn, and 1.30pm to 5.00pm
6 Nov, Saturday   - 10.00am to 5.00pm
7 Nov, Sunday   - 10.00am to 5.00pm
*Do note the following: 
1. PET and/or a fully vaccinated status are NOT required for visits to the columbarium. 
2. A maximum of 5 pax per group, and a maximum of 50 persons are allowed in the columbarium per 25 min slot.
3. Visitors to the columbarium need not be registered to the Parish on MARS.
4. Bookings can be made with the parish office (6337 2585) from 5 oct, Monday onwards, and are on a    
    first-come-first-served basis.

骨灰廳开放

本堂骨灰廳将在以下时段开放：
10月30日，星期六  - 早上10时至下午5时
10月31日，星期日  - 早上10时至下午5时
11月2日，星期二   - 早上10时30分至中午12时、下午1时30分至5时
11月6日，星期六   - 早上10时至下午5时
11月7日，星期日   - 早上10时至下午5时

请注意：
1. 到骨灰廳追思已亡不需出示已完成疫苗接种, 或活动前检测证明。
2. 骨灰廳里每25分钟时段限制最多50人，每组最多5人。
3. 骨灰廳为公众开放追思已亡，不限制于本堂教友。
4. 从 10 月 5 日星期二开始，可以通过堂区办事处 (6337 2585) 进行预订，先到先得。



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and
thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



COME AND SEE
Curious about the Catholic faith?

Get to know Jesus Christ
and His Church with us.

Church of Sts Peter and Paul
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

sppchurchrcia@outlook.com

Sign up at 
tinyurl.com/SPPRCIA2021inq

Tuesdays, 7.45pm
Sessions held in-person

Begins 22 June 2021



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Wednesday), 6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS: (SUSPENDED)
Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Please refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for 
booking the details.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


