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‘Amaechi still owes 
banks for Buhari’s 
2015 victory’

Revealed:

Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, Rivers State governor (m), Aminu Tambuwal, Sokoto State governor (r), and Onueze  Okocha, former  Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) 
president, during  the  NBA dinner in Port Harcourt, recently. 

C
ould it be true that 
former governor 
and now trans-
portation minister 
still owes banks for 

funds borrowed to support 
the election of Muhammadu 
Buhari as president in 2015? 
Could it also be true that the 
former governor preferred 
to borrow from banks rather 
than diverting the Rivers 
State treasury to the Buhari 
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because it was a personal loan”.
He said the target was to 

at least to raise some funds 
for the delegates in the face of 
such temptation of $4,000 per 
delegate. He could not match 
such payout but at least had to 
offer something.

Finebone grinned as he 
said: “I won’t mention the bank, 
amount borrowed or the man-
aging director of the bank. To-
day, we are in a situation where 
the state governor is using our 
money to bankroll national 
conventions of his party, host-
ing every national or interna-
tional group on a jamboree to 
Port Harcourt. Why is it Port 
Harcourt alone that must host 
this national convention? The 
man who hosts the convention 
bears the brunt because no 
other state will support him”.

Fuming, the party official 
said: “Wike owes teachers using 
biometrics as excuse”.

He also revealed how the 
governor could not get up to 
N10billion loan from a bank. 
“He uses future revenues and 
capital receipts to raise loans 
upfront. So, any money we 
make in any venture has been 
collected ahead under col-
lateralisation scheme. For in-

stance, the governor has 

election chest?
A member of Governor 

Nyesom Wike’s kitchen cab-
inet, a lawyer, who is one 
of the commissioners, told 
BDSUNDAY in Port Harcourt 
that President Buhari’s weak-
ness in the anti-corruption 
drive was working with those 
believed to have looted their 
states to fund the president’s 
campaigns. The People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) in the state 
and the state government 
have often accused the former 
governor of diverting state 
funds for the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in general and 
Buhari in particular.

Reacting, the state public-
ity secretary of the APC, Chris 
Finebone, told BDSUNDAY 
in an exclusive interview in 
the APC state secretariat on 
Armed Forces Road that some 
party faithful could no longer 
afford to keep stomaching the 
accusation in the face of solid 
facts to the contrary.

Speaking in the presence of 
another party member, Fine-
bone said some party members 
knew what happened between 
the Buhari campaigns and the 
former governor, Amaechi. 

“Look, let me tell you this now. 
Amaechi borrowed from the 
banks to support the Buhari 
election efforts”.

Apparently sensing the im-
pact of the shocking revelation 
in the face of heavy accusations 
of treasury looting for Buhari’s 
sake, the party official said 
the amount of money owed 
and the banks involved were 
known to some members.

Finebone spoke out when 
he had accused Governor Nye-
som Wike of endlessly bank-
rolling botched PDP conven-
tions. The reporter asked why 
the APC was comfortable in 
such an accusation when their 
boss, Amaechi, was also being 
accused of single-handedly 
sponsoring Buhari in the 2015 
elections.

Finebone reacted thus: 
“Conventions cost billions of 
naira. That is why most state 
governors shun it. They are 
aware that many pledge to sup-
port you in hosting but when 
the time comes, they will fail 
you. They will merely pay for 
their delegates but would leave 
the entire convention to the 
host state government.”

He went on: “Amaechi 
never hosted any national 
convention, neither in the 

Bells University gets new VC

collected the entitlements of 
the state in Indorama-Eleme 
Petrochemicals Limited for 
up to three years. There is 
a rule that you do not bor-
row beyond your tenure. So, 
when he went to borrow 
N10billion and they asked 
him how he would pay, he 
said they should tie it to shares 
of the state government in 
Indorama-Eleme but they 
said you have a maximum 
of N3billion per year which 
would be N9billion in three 
years. So, we can only advance 
you N9billion, not N10billion”.

Earlier, a staunch supporter 
of Wike right from the PDP 
primaries, said Wike was care-
ful and very prudent in how 
he borrowed. He said the state 
was plundered before Wike 
arrived the scene, such that 
the only way to stabilise the 
state was to borrow to pay 
bills (workers, pensioners, 
footballers, etc). “Today, the 
governor does not live in the 
Government House because 
of the extent of vandalism 
that took place. The governor 
has no official vehicle yet. 
These are sacrifices being 
made to save funds to carry 
out the most basic functions 
of government”.

Revealed: ‘Amaechi still owes ...
Continued from  page  1

T
he Bells University 
of Technology, Ota, 
Ogun State, recent-
ly got a new vice 
chancellor, Jeremi-

ah Ojediran, a professor.
Oyediran succeeded Prof. 

Isaac Adebayo Adeyemi, who 
bowed out in the month of 
July.

When an erudite aca-
demic leaves golden foot-
prints in the sands of a 
citadel of learning, after 
an eventful sojourn of a 
decade, the challenge is how 
to find someone equally 
suitable in terms of moral, 
academic and professional 
pedigree to step into those 
shoes. That precisely has 
been the situation at Bells.

Recently, the President 
and Chairman Board of Trust-
ees (BOT), led by Emeritus 
Prof. Oladipo Akinkugbe 
with distinguished mem-
bers of Council and Sen-
ate, met at the Restaurant, 
Green Legacy Resort of the 
Olusegun Obasanjo Presi-
dential Library, Abeokuta for 
a luncheon held in honour 
of the immediate past Vice 
Chancellor, Adeyemi. The 

(LAUTECH).
Born on 13th January, 

1955,  Oje diran attende d 
Baptist High School, Jos and 
Federal Government Col-
lege, Sokoto. Subsequently 
he went to Nigeria’s premier 
university, the University 

momentous event had in 
attendance Bells University 
Parents Forum (BPUF), the 
Alumni Association and the 
new VC, Ojediran and his 
wife.  Ojediran, a professor 
of Agricultural Engineering 
is a long-standing academic 

of over thirty years’ experi-
ence. For instance, he was 
at one time or the other the 
Dean, Faculty of Engineering 
and Technology, and later the 
Deputy Vice Chancellor at 
Ladoke Akintola University 
of Technology, Ogbomosho 

of Ibadan for his Bsc degree 
in Agric. Engineering and 
then proceeded to the Silsoe 
College Bedford, UK wherr 
he obtained an M.Sc, Agric. 
Engineering. He later bagged 
a PHD in the same discipline 
from his Alma Mater.

Ojediran is a registered 
member of several profes-
sional and academic bodies 
such as the American Society 
of Agricultural and Biological 
Engineers (ASABE), Council 
for the Regulation of Engi-
neering in Nigeria (COREN); 
Nigerian Society of Engineers 
(NSE); Solar Energy Society of 
Nigeria (SESN) and an associ-
ate member of the Institute of 
Agricultural Engineers, UK.

He has over the years par-
layed his tremendous profes-
sional skills in his chosen 
career through teaching and 
research, supervising un-
dergraduates, post graduate 
diploma, MSc and PHD stu-
dents. Some of the institutes 
he has traversed and the po-
sitions held include Director, 
College of Engineering, Wa-
ziri Umaru Polytechnic (1992); 
Visiting Professor, Dept. of 

Agricultural Mechanics and 
Irrigation, University for De-
velopment Studies (UDS), Ta-
male, Ghana (2012-2013); Vis-
iting professor, Department 
of Agricultural and Biological 
Systems Engineering, Land-
mark University, Omu-Aran, 
Kwara Sate(2013-2014) and 
Visiting professor, Faculty of 
Engineering, Adeleke Univer-
sity, Ede, Osun (2014 -2016).

As the nee VC of Bells 
University of Technology, 
the onus lies on him to steer 
the institution’s academic 
courses towards the dream 
of the founding fathers to 
make it one of the best on the 
African continent and one 
of the best 200 universities 
on Planet Earth. His focus 
on the university’s pedigree 
of producing graduates who 
are job-creators rather than 
job-seekers would stand him 
in good stead.

We wish him all the best 
because as the university’s 
Motto goes; only the Best is 
Good for Bells.

Ayo Oyoze Baje is the Me-
dia Consultant to Bells Univer-
sity of Technology, Ota

Jeremiah Ojediran

Rotimi Amaechi

PDP when he was there nor 
in the APC. It will shock you to 
hear that Amaechi borrowed 
from banks to fund Buhari. 
He discovered that Buhari’s 
opponents were paying $4,000 
per delegate and the presiden-
tial ticket was slipping away. 

He went round begging but 
things were getting out of hand. 
None of those he contacted to 
raise money agreed to have 
any money any more. He now 
managed to raise funds from a 
bank on personal grounds. In 
fact, he is still owing to this day, 
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NDLEA nabs 51-year old 
mother with heroin

O
fficials of the Na-
tional Drug Law 
E n f o r c e m e n t 
Agency (NDLEA) 
at the Murtalla 

Muhammed International 
Airport (MMIA) Lagos have 
apprehended a 51-year old 
trader with 180 grammes of 
heroin.

The suspect was nabbed 
during inward screening of 
passengers on an Ethiopia 
Airlines flight from Entebbe, 
Uganda.

Four parcels of brown-
ish powdery substance that 
tested positive for heroin was 
found inside her luggage.

NDLEA commander at the 
Lagos airport, Ahmadu Garba 
said that the drug was neatly 
concealed inside her luggage.

“She travelled to Uganda 
for one week and on her re-
turn, she was found with four 
parcels of heroin weighing 
180 grammes, carefully hid-
den inside her luggage. The 
case is under investigation 
and will be charged to court 
soon,” the commander stated.

The suspect, Akinyemi 
Monsurat Olajumoke who 

hails from Ogun State told 
investigators that she wanted 
money to expand her busi-
ness.

According to Monsurat, “I 
got married after I graduated 
from Muslim Comprehen-
sive High School Ijebu-Ode. 

I am a trader. I used to buy 
female clothes from India for 
sale. However, due to family 
problems and the economic 
situation, my capital is get-
ting smaller and I wanted to 
expand my business.

“I was introduced into 

drug trafficking by a friend 
who invited me to Uganda. 
I invested my $3,000 dollars 
into the deal in expectation 
of over one hundred (100) 
percent profit. I am sad that 
things did not go as planned. 
When the drug was discov-
ered at the airport, I felt as if 
it was all over for me.”.

Chairman/Chief Executive 
of the Agency, Muhammad 
Mustapha Abdallah said that 
the Agency is prepared to 
tackle drug trafficking cartels. 
“Uganda is not a source coun-
try for cocaine but drug cartels 
are unpredictable. They con-
stantly change their mode of 
operation but we are prepared 
to counter all their tricks. 
We will remain vigilant in 
securing our country from the 
criminal activities of drug traf-
ficking syndicates,” he stated.

The NDLEA boss also 
called on members of the pub-
lic to shun drug trafficking and 
protect their human dignity. 
“Investing the sum of three 
thousand dollars ($3,000) in 
drug trafficking when there 
are numerous legitimate busi-
nesses is ill-advised. People 
must look inwards and protect 
their family name,” Abdallah 
added.

IFEOMA OKEKE

Our youth-centric initiatives deepen 
education development - Chi

A
s part of efforts to 
support youth de-
velopment at vari-
ous levels of educa-

tion, Chi Limited recently 
entered into partnership with 
King Jaja Hall of Residence 
in the University of Lagos to 
mark its Hall week.

This partnership is com-
ing just a few weeks after 
the company supported the 
University of Lagos Marine 
Football Club and the Lagos 
State Principal’s Cup, which 
is renowned to be one of the 
biggest grassroots football 
competitions in Nigeria.

Deepanjan Roy, managing 
director, Chi Limited, while 
speaking on the partnership, 
described the youth as key to 
the future of the company, 
adding that the Chi needs to 
do everything it can to help 
them achieve their full po-
tentials so that they in turn 
can do their own bit to help 
shape and share in the future 
success.

According to him, “Chi 
Limited, through this part-

nership ,  s e eks  to  bring 
the brand truth of Chivita 
100percent to life. The brand 
successfully achieved this 
through direct interaction 
with the students who are 
full of vitality and are large-
ly health conscious.

“As an undisputed market 
leader and consumer-driven 
company noted for high qual-
ity and innovative product of-
ferings that excite and exceed 

consumers’ expectations, Chi 
Limited desires to make posi-
tive contributions to the lives 
of consumers.”

“For us at Chi Limited, we 
shall continue to offer the best 
there is in fruit juices, dairy 
products and snacks for their 
wellbeing whilst supporting 
positive initiatives to ensure 
an all-round development for 
the youths” Roy said.

Taiwo Ibrahim Abiola, 

chairman, King Jaja Hall, 
commended the management 
of Chi Limited for coming on 
board to add excitement to the 
year’s hall week. 

“For a company with a 
reputation for supporting 
youth development initiatives 
across Nigeria, the partner-
ship with King Jaja Hall by 
Chi Limited to celebrate our 
weeklong activities comes as 
no surprise,” Abiola said.

KELECHI EWUZIE

Abia maps out strategy 
to shore up IGR

D
etermined to shore 
up its internally-
generated revenue 
(IGR), the Abia State 

government has withdrawn 
the power which hither-
to was given to Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs) to collect fees and 
other levies in the state.

Bonnie Iwuoha, the state 
commissioner for Informa-
tion and Strategy, who dis-
closed this to journalists in 
Umuahia at a press briefing 
on the outcome of the State’s 
Executive council meeting, 
said that government had 
directed that all revenues 
collected in the state should 
be paid into government 
revenue account.

He said that the state 
Exco also directed that funds 
meant for special projects for 
MDAs would be paid into a 
special account.

He further said that gov-
ernment has directed that 
all agreements and MoUs 
between MDAs and contrac-
tors/vendors must receive 
the approval of Exco and the 
governor.

The Information commis-
sioner disclosed that the Min-
istry of Public Utilities had 
embarked on the rehabilita-
tion of the Umuahia water 
scheme which had attracted 
the assistance of World Bank, 
adding that when the project 
is completed, it would serve 

Umuahia North, Umuahia 
South and Ikwuano Local 
Government Areas of the 
state.

Iwuoha also hinted that 
state’s free meal scheme to 
pupils of primary school had 
been experimented in three 
schools which led to increase 
in enrolment, noting that the 
Ministry of Women Affairs 
had been directed to open its 
doors to individuals and pri-
vate organisations that want 
to partner in the programme.

The Abia Information boss 
stated that state government 
had planted 100,000 palm 
seedlings at Ohambele, Ukwa 
East Local Government Area, 
adding that in the next couple 
of years, Abia would be a 
major producer of palm oil 
in Nigeria.

He also announced that 
the state government had 
discounted N10,000 in tuition 
fees for every indigene of the 
state schooling in Abia State 
University.

Iwuoha, however, hinted 
that before one could benefit 
from the benevolence of the 
governor he or she must pro-
duce the tax receipt of the 
parents or guardian.

He further revealed that 
the Faculties of Law and Hu-
manities had been relocated 
to new Umuahia campus of 
Abia State University with 
immediate effect, while that 
of Engineering would be relo-
cated to Aba campus as soon 
as the facility is ready

…Gives fee discount to indigenes in state varsity

UDOKA AGWU, UMUAHIA

FUNAAB ASUU passes vote 
of confidence in Oyewole, 
embattled VC 

A
p p a re n t l y  d i s -
t u r b e d  b y  c a l l 
fo r  s u s p e n s i o n 
of Olusola Oye-

wole, a professor and vice-
chancellor of the Federal 
University of Agriculture, 
Abeokuta (FUNAAB) by Se-
nior Staff Association of Ni-
gerian Universities (SSANU), 
the Academic Staff Union 
of Universities (ASUU) has 
passed vote a of confidence 
in the Vice-Chancellor. 

The passage of confidence 
in the embattled Vice-Chan-
cellor and Governing Council 
of the University led by Ad-
eseye Ogunlewe, according 
to the branch of ASUU in 
FUNAAB, became necessary 
having observed series of 
undue crises that enveloped 

the University in recent times 
due to “reasons best known 
to them.”

At a press conference 
weekend on the University 
Campus, Alabata, Abeokuta, 
Adebayo Oni, the chairman of 
ASUU, declared that the Vice 
Chancellor of FUNAAB could 
not be removed by any fiat or 
crookedness, saying if at all 
the University boss was to be 
removed, due process must be 
followed. 

Addressing the call for the 
sack of the embattled VC  and 
the Pro-Chancellor, Adeseye 
Ogunlewe by the Senior Staff 
Association of the Univer-
sity, the ASUU said the public 
should disregard negative 
publicity and misinformation 
from aggrieved members of 
any Unions that called for the 
head of the Vice-Chancellor.  

RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta 
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Why Ayade seeks legislation 
to protect street hawkers

G
overnor Ben Ayade   
of Cross River State 
h a s  g i ve n  m o r e 
clarification why 

his administration is seek-
ing a legislation in the state 
House of Assembly through 
an Executive Bill to protect 
street hawkers in all the 18 
local government areas of 
the state.                        Ayade, 
who spoke with journalists in 
Calabar, said he had already 
sent an Executive Bill to the 
state House of Assembly to 
legalise street hawking in all 
parts of the state.     

The governor described 
the bill as Hawkers’ Right Bill 
that needs to be supported by 
all stakeholders both public 
and private sectors. He said 
the bill if passed into law, 
would provide a hawking cor-
ridor that will repeal anything 
that would prohibit hawking.           

According to the governor, 
“Social welfare of the people is 
fundamental if one chooses to 
hawk and not beg, the person 
should be encouraged. Cross 
River State is going to be the 
only state that will make law 
legalising hawking in the 
country.”

He also said the state 
would soon seek possibil-
ity of oil exploration, noting 
that “We don’t have the re-
sources but we are pushing,” 
arguing that there was no 
reason for the state to lack 
oil when neighbouring states 
are awash with oil. On the 
possibility of the state becom-
ing oil-producing like Lagos, 
Ayade said his administration 
was ready to engage oil com-
panies to prospect for oil in the 
state while maintaining that 
“if neighbouring states like 
Akwa-Ibom, Bayelsa, Rivers, 

and even Cameroon have oil, 
I am of the opinion that Cross 
River State must also have oil 
in its bowels.”                      Ayade 
said if oil is discovered in 
large quantities in the state, 
it will go a long way to boost-
ing the state’s finances.  The 
governor also hinted that his 
government is working hard 
to ensure that there is twen-
ty-four hour uninterrupted 
power supply within Calabar 
municipality and its environs 
to woo foreign investors to 
the state as Nigeria’s tourism 
destination.                       
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 Ben Ayade

ODUSOLA ADEWALE

Why ‘corporate 
begging’ is on the rise

T
here is a growing 
trend of ‘corporate 
begging’ in Nige-
ria. The beggars 
are everywhere, 

in commuter buses within 
the city; in offices, religious 
centres, name it. They some-
times come in three piece 
suits and tell incredible tales 
of how their wallets were 
stolen, or how they need just 
a little extra to complete their 
transportation fares.

But that’s not all, some of 
them come as prayer war-
riors and pastors who after 
preaching would demand a 
little fund to move the “motor 
park ministry forward.”

Analysts say the challeng-
ing economy is to blame. As 
the economy continues to 
remain in recession, there are 
many of them out there, both 
old and healthy youths who 
have taken the easy way out 
to eke out a living.  

Olayinka Oguntade, a 

public c ommentator,  re-
c ounte d his exp erienc e, 
“some months back, I saw 
this handsome young man 
neatly dressed in shirt, trou-
sers and well-polished shoes. 
He spoke correct English, 
appealing to passengers in 
the vehicle to help him with 
transport fare to meet up 
with his morning lectures 
scheduled for 9am at the 
Polytechnic of Yaba, popu-
larly known as (YABATECH). 
Many people, out of pity 
responded.

“Weeks later, I saw the 
same young man, this time his 
story changed from being a 
student to being on a journey 
to an unknown place some-
where in  Ekiti State, needing 
urgent assistance. “Good eve-
ning Ladies and Gentlemen, 
my name is Akinwande”, 
he said. “I need N2,500 to 
complete my transport fare 
to Ekiti; my mum is terribly 
sick and I was called to rush 
home immediately, and I need 
to take a bus urgently. God 
bless you all”. Some people 

gave him money, while others 
ignored him. 

Oguntade said: “I quickly 
calculated how much he col-
lected from 10 passengers 
in the bus; it’s more than 
my transport allowance in a 
whole month.”

But such is the way of life 
of the corporate beggars; it’s 
all about numbers. They often 
exploit innocent Nigerians, 
often quoting the scriptures 
and other texts to draw sym-
pathy.

Oguntade also said that he 

had met the so-called Akin-
wande up to three times do-
ing the same begging under 
different guises.

“One morning at the park, 
I spotted the same sophisti-
cated corporate beggar. He 
cooked up another story that 

he was robbed at Oshodi bus 
stop and had nothing on him 
as much as to take transport to 
his destination. I was enraged. I 
asked him some familiar ques-
tions; before I knew it, he ran 
away,” he said.

Analysts say however, that 
unless the economic situation 
of the country improves, inno-
cent Nigerians will continue to 
fall prey to compatriots, who 
out of laziness have decided to 
take “the easy way out.”

An observer, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, 
categorised seemingly healthy 
persons who make a living out 
of begging as having psychiat-
ric case.

“You know what; it takes a 
mentally imbalanced person 
to take begging as a way of life. 
A normal person has a feeling 
of dignity and self worth, so 
when a man or woman makes 
it a habit to stand at motor 
parks to beg or climb onto 
vehicles telling all manner of 
stories to extract money from 
other people, I think such a 
person has lost his/her senses,” 

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

Kwara police command inaugurates 
eminent persons’ forum

A
s part of activities to 
ensure effective po-
licing and safety of 
lives and property 

of the citizenry, the Kwara 
State Commissioner of Police, 
Olusola Emmanuel Amore 
has inaugurated Eminent 
Persons’ Forum. 

The Inauguration of the 
Forum followed the directive 
given by the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police, Ibrahim Idris to 
all state commissioners of po-
lice across the country to form 
‘Eminent Persons’ Forum’ to 
proffer solutions to various 
communal clashes and crimes, 
among others.

Addressing the represen-
tatives of various community 
leaders across the 16 local gov-
ernment councils of Kwara 
State, the police boss called 
on Kwarans to embrace peace 
and cooperate with the police-
men for the sustenance of 
peace in the state in particular 
and the country at large. 

Amore charged police of-
ficers to live up to expecta-
tions in the discharge of their 
duties and avoid mischievous 
attitudes at all times. 

He encouraged the people 
of the state to report any of-
ficers who requested bribe 

from them for proper disci-
plinary action, adding that, 
“the present police under the 
new IG Ibrahim Idris are ready 
to bring sanity to the police.”

Amore also reaffirmed 
the commitment of the In-
spector General of Police on 
community-oriented policing 
in order to reduce the high 
rate of criminal activities to 
the barest minimum.

The commissioner also 
promised to meet all the heads 
of various higher institutions 
of learning in the state and 

hold meeting with them in 
order to curb the activities of 
cultists on campuses around 
the state.

He commended the IG for 
initiating the forum, point-
ing out that the programme 
would go a long way in find-
ing lasting solutions to the 
insecurity bedeviling the 
nation at large.

Some of the representa-
tives of traditional rulers 
expressed delight with the 
initiative and promised to be 
partners in progress.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

Olusola Emmanuel Amore
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motorcycles to security agents
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I
n a bid to rid Kogi State of 
insecurity, Yahaya Bello, 
governor of the state, has 
procured 104 vans and 
1,000 motorcycles for se-

curity agencies to up their 
game.

This was disclosed week-
end by Abdulkareem Ab-
dulmarim, special adviser 
on Media in his office at the 
Government House, Lokoja, 
during a briefing to announce 
the forthcoming silver jubilee 
of Kogi State.

Abdulmarim said: “On se-
curity, His Excellency Yahaya 
Bello has acquired over 104 
vans to be distributed to se-
curity agencies starting from 
the Army, Police, Civil Defence 
and Vigilante. In addition to 

this, over 1,000 motorcycles 
have also been procured to be 
distributed to the vigilantes 
who will go far into the hin-
terland to ensure that we curb 
insecurity in the state.”

He also said that the silver 
jubilee was spectacular in that 
it coincides with the much-
needed change in the state, say-
ing that Bello’s new direction 
agenda is anchored on equity, 
justice and fairness.

According to him, since the 
inception of the administration, 
Bello has been doing what is 
humanly possible to ensure 
that every part of the state was 
adequately taken care of in the 
principle of equity and fairness.

Ab dulmarim further 
stressed that the governor has 
equally gone the extra mile to 
ensure that key positions are 

VICTORIA NNAKIAIKE, Lokoja sioners, explaining that the 
commissioners would pay 
for it, and that whatever they 
would be paying on monthly 
basis would be deducted from 
their salaries.

“You will agree with me 
that in this state this type of 
policy has never been intro-
duced or implemented. His 
Excellency is of the view that 
instead of building houses 
lavishly for top government 
officials while the generality 
of people are wallowing in ab-
ject poverty, private property 
developers would now handle 
it. Every commissioner is al-
located a house and then the 
bill of how he/she is going to 
be paying back progressively 
will also be attached to it. So this 
is prudence in action,” he said.

In the mist of the CEO Apprentice participant:   Ayotunde Coker, CEO, Rack Centre; Ezekiel Egboye, director of operations, and Oghenevwoke Ighure, executive 
director, digital services, BusinessDay Media Ltd (r), during the BusinessDay CEO apprentice delegates visit to Rack Centre in Lagos, yesterday. Olawale Amoo

spread across every part of 
the state.

“He came up with an 
agenda that is blind to ethnic 
sentiments but broadly open 
to merit by ensuring that who-
ever deserves and merits a post, 
ethnicity shall not be a hin-
drance to such an individual,” 
he said.

He also disclosed that the 
Bello administration had re-
cently acquired parcels of 
land to be handled by pri-
vate property developers that 
would build houses in the new 
Commissioners’ Quarters, add-
ing that the project is geared 
towards cutting the cost of 
governance.

According to him, on com-
pletion, the houses would 
be allocated to the commis-

Imo PDP raises 
reconciliation committee 
ahead future elections

I
n order to re-position it-
self, for future elections 
in Imo State, the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 

has set up a strong 18-mem-
ber reconciliation commit-
te e with Jude Njoku an 
administrator, a professor 
of  Agric Ec onomics and 
former Vice-Chancellor of 
the Federal University of 
Technology Owerri (FUTO) 
as the chairman, and Chu-
ma Nnaji, a former seputy 
speaker of Imo State House 
of Assembly as the secre-
tary.

Inaugurating the com-
mittee in Owerri, Charles 
Babatunde Ezekwem, the 
current chairman of the PDP 
in the state, said that the com-
mittee was charged with the 
responsibility of reconciling 
all warring factions in the 
party.

According to him, with 
the development the party 
would be well positioned to 
mount proper opposition to 
the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in the state 
and win future elections.

Ezekwem warned that the 
party was not prepared to re-
cycle the mistakes of the past, 
boasting that a united PDP 
had the capacity to sweep 
away all vestiges of the APC 
or any other political party.

“We want to tell our foes 

that PDP has the capacity 
and intelligence to solve its 
internal factions which had 
already begun in earnest,” 
he said.

According to him, to avoid 
a situation where as an oppo-
sition, the party is hijacked by 
one man or seen as such, the 
party chieftain disclosed that 
leaders and stakeholders of 
the party, in conjunction with 
the state executive officers 
recently organised a success-
ful fund raising ceremony for 
the party where about N100 
million was realised.

 “We are determined to 
present to the Imo people, a 
new brand PDP with all the 
laudable attributes of a party 
run according to ideal demo-
cratic tenets. We are resolved 
to give to you, a party which 
its organisational structure 
and modus operandi rank 
pari-passu with what obtains 
in the Democratic Party in 
the USA,” Ezekwem said.

He also took a critical as-
sessment of the performance 
of the APC-controlled gov-
ernment in the state, describ-
ing it as a near-collapse of 
virtually every government 
institution in the state.

He assured that a PDP-
controlled government in 
2019 would remedy the situ-
ation and advise the elector-
ate to reject the APC and all 
that it stands for in future 
elections.

Music makers feature on CNN African Voices

A
frican music makers 
will feature on the 
Glo-sponsored 30 
minutes magazine 

programme, African Voices, 
on CNN International this 
weekend.

The sponsor of the pro-
gramme, Globacom, disclosed 
in a statement released from 
its headquarters in Lagos that 
this weekend’s edition will 
showcase African musicians’ 
ingenuity and their ability to 
sustain the interest of their 
audience through their cre-
ativity.

Musicians such as Mo-

heart, became popular in 2010 
after releasing her hit album 
Fallen Heroes which featured 
other Ugandan artistes. She 
became East Africa’s leading 
artiste when she released 
her hit track “How we do it” 
which topped the Ugandan 
music charts. Having secured 
a niche in the music industry 
in Uganda, leading beverage 
company, Pepsi, took interest 
in her and struck a deal with 
her. She became the face of 
the Mountain Dew advertis-
ing campaign in East Africa.

The programme last week 
featured Africa’s “Strong 

Women” such as South Afri-
ca’s first African female pilot, 
Asnath Mahapa, Uganda’s 
media personality, Flavia 
Tumusiime, and Ghana’s so-
cial media curator, Nicole 
Amarteifio.

Viewers can tune in to the 
programme African Voices 
on CNN International at 9.30 
a.m. on Fridays, with a re-
peat broadcast at 1.30 p.m. 
on Saturdays, 11.30 a.m. and 
6.30 p.m. on Sundays. The 
programme will also air on 
Mondays at 10:30 p.m. and on 
Tuesdays at 4.30 a.m. on the 
same channel.

zambique’s Deltino Guerreiro 
“a dreamer ready to do big 
things with his distinctive 
voice”, Ghana’s Frank Kissi 
who is celebrated as “one 
drummer who has taken his 
love of drumming to greater 
heights by creating a unique 
beat that has caught the at-
tention of an international 
audience” and Uganda’s Joc-
elyne Tracey Keko known as 
“a rising artiste whose path 
to success has come from 
finding her voice on contro-
versial topics.”

Jocelyne Tracey Keko 
whose story touches the 

SABY ELEMBA (OWERRI)
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The travail of the naira
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T
e a r s  d r i p p e d 
d o w n  A k p a n 
Okon’s cheeks as 
he thought about 
it again and again. 

The prospect of withdraw-
ing his only daughter from 
the university in the United 
States of America where she 
had already spent two years 
gave him sleepless nights.

In September 2014 when 
his daughter, Roseline, left 
Nigeria to study in the US, 
Okon, an oil worker with an 
annual salary of N6 million, 
had reckoned that he would 
easily cope. With the local 
currency, the naira, exchang-
ing at N163 to the dollar, his 
daughter’s sessional fee of 
$12,000 amounted to a little 
less than N2 million. Today, 
at the current exchange rate 
of N406 to the dollar (parallel 
market), he would have to 
cough out a whopping N4.9 
million, over 80 percent of 
his annual earnings, to keep 
his beloved daughter in the 
school. This is besides the 
regular money for upkeep and 
other needs.

Like Okon,  Nigerians 
across all social strata have 
been hard hit by the pre-
cipitous fall of the naira, par-
ticularly in the last two years. 
A fall in global oil prices, 
monetary policy confusion 
by the nation’s central bank 
and a general lack of a sense 
of economic direction on the 
part of the Federal Govern-
ment have combined to push 
the naira to an all-time low, 
and still falling. The impact 
on the nation’s economy and 
on individuals and businesses 
has been disastrous. Everyone 
is paying the price.

When in March last year 
Forbes released its 2015 bil-
lionaires list, Aliko Dangote, 
chairman of The Dangote 
Group, retained his title of 
Africa’s richest man. How-
ever, according to Forbes, he 
was that year’s biggest loser 
in dollar terms. His fortune 
dropped to $14.7 billion from 
$25 billion in 2014, “propelled 
downward by a weaker Nige-
rian currency and shrinking 
demand for cement, his larg-
est asset”. With the naira’s 
unprecedented depreciation 
since then, one can only imag-
ine how much further this 
fortune may have dropped.

Just recently, South Af-
rica regained its position as 
Africa’s largest economy (by 
GDP) in dollar terms. Recall 
that Nigeria’s GDP had risen 
to $510 billion in 2014 after 
a rebasing exercise was car-

ried out, putting it ahead 
of South Africa. But as the 
value of both countries’ cur-
rencies moved in opposite 
directions, the size of South 
Africa’s economy rose to $301 
billion at the rand’s current 
exchange rate, while Nigeria’s 
GDP fell to $296 billion, based 
on an International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) report published 
at the end of 2015.

Many Nigerians men with 
families abroad are consider-
ing relocating their families 
back to the country as they 
can no longer afford to use 
devalued naira to pay for 
services in dollars, pounds or 
euro. Many whose children/
wards are studying in foreign 
universities are withdraw-
ing them to Nigerian private 
universities or to neighbour-
ing countries (such as Ghana) 

where the fees are lower.
With over 80 percent of 

products in the market said to 
be imported, that Nigeria is an 
import-dependent country 
is a moot point. As a result 
of the naira crash, reports 
from Nigerian ports indicate 
that business at the ports is 
at its lowest ebb in a long 
time. Manufacturing is down 
because local manufacturers 
who depend on imported raw 
materials cannot afford to add 
the high cost of forex to the 
already back-breaking cost of 
doing business in the country. 
Many importers of consumer 
goods have closed shop; oth-
ers who are managing to do 
business have reduced the 
quantity of their imports. 
Others are seeking ways to 
break into the export sector.

The consequence of all 

this is that prices of commodi-
ties in the market have more 
than doubled in the last year. 
And the ordinary consumers 
are bearing the brunt.

 Naira’s downward jour-
ney

 BDSUNDAY findings 
show that as at 1972 when 
Nigeria discarded the pound 
and adopted the naira/kobo 
as its currency, the local cur-
rency exchanged at 0.658 to 
the $USD. It was the same in 
1973. In 1974, it exchanged 
at 0.63 to $USD. The dollar 
was equal to N0.616 in 1975, 
N0.62 in 1976, N0.647 in 1977, 
N0.606 in 1978, N0.596 in 
1979, N0.550 in 1980, N0.61 in 
1981, N0.673 in 1982, N0.724 
in 1983, N0.765 in 1984, and 
N0.894 in 1985.

In 1986, the naira fell be-
low the dollar for the first 
time in history; it exchanged 
at 2.02 to the dollar at the of-
ficial market and 3.90 at the 
parallel market. 1987, it fell 
further to 4.02 (5.90 PM) per 
$USD, 4.54 (6.70 PM) in 1988, 
7.39 (10.70 PM) in 1989, and 
7.39 (10.70 PM) in 1990. 

By the time Nigeria re-
turned to civil rule in 1999, 
the naira was 21.89 (88-90 
PM) to the dollar. Ten years 
after, in 2009, the naira had 
fallen to 145 to the dollar at 
the official market and 171 at 
the parallel market.

Today, no one knows the 
actual value of the naira. The 
fluctuation and volatility 
have left many businesses 

and watchers of the economy, 
including foreign investors, in 
disarray. Nigerians have been 
the greatest losers.

 The weeping currency  
The naira’s plunge has 

made Nigerians a laughing 
stock among their neigh-
bours in the West African 
sub-region who feel they are 
now better placed, especially 
Ghana. In the 1980s, Ghana-
must-go used to be a popular 
mantra among Nigerians. 
At that time, a strong naira 
and a corresponding strong 
economy drew many Ghana-
ians and other Africans into 
Nigeria where they came to 
seek succour.

Today, the reverse is the 
cas e and Ghanaians are 
chanting, just as Nigerians did 
in the 1980s, “Nigeria-must-
go”. This is as many Nigeri-
ans have today made Ghana 
their destination point, for 
residence, business as well as 
higher education.

At over N400 to $USD, 
N500 to £, and even N100 to 
a Ghanaian cedi, the naira 
is clearly beaten down and 
weeping.

Emeka Ozoenyi’s wife and 
children are on the verge of 
losing the roof over their 
head in Manchester, United 
Kingdom, where they reside.

Ozoenyi, an engineer with 
a major telecoms company 
in Lagos, has managed to pay 
mortgage on the house over 
the past four years. With the 
current exchange rate, he can 

no longer afford to pay.
“When I started paying 

the mortgage four years ago, 
the exchange rate was around 
N230 to the pound. Today, at 
almost double that amount, I 
can no longer and may be los-
ing my entire savings and in-
vestment if care is not taken,” 
Ozoenyi tells BDSUNDAY.

Adegoke, a security man at 
a hotel in Apapa, has been on 
a monthly salary of N21,000 
since 2014. Back then, his sal-
ary could afford two bags of 
rice, leaving him with some 
change. That same amount 
could also buy any of a small 
generator, one-way ticket 
to Accra, a trolley load of 
grocery, a deluxe room in a 
standard hotel, among oth-
ers. Today, with a bag of rice 
selling at between N22,000 
and N24,000, that salary can 
hardly buy a bag of rice. Al-
ternatively, it could also only 
afford any of a handful of 
grocery, return ticket on ABC 
bus from Lagos to Accra, and 
a few bottles of beer for five 
friends in a standard bar.

“Well, it is only the price 
of the air we breathe that has 
not increased. It is still free of 
charge since I was born,” Iya 
Mutiu, a local food vendor, 
popularly called ‘Mama-Put’, 
told her customers who com-
plained about the increase of 
her plate of rice from N100 in 
January to N200 in April and 
N300 in August. That is even 
without beef, ponmo, shaki, 
roundabout and all that.

In Lagos, many landlords 
who built their houses in 
the 1980s freely mention the 
amount they spent to build 
the entire house as rent for 
just a flat in the house.

“ O n e - b e d r o o m  f l a t 
N300,000, two-bedroom flat 
N700,000, three-bedroom 
flat N1.2 million, and a plot of 
land at Ire-Akari N30 million,” 
reads a signpost in front of a 
real estate agent office at Isolo.

When his would-be in-
laws sent him a fresh mar-
riage list recently, a young 
man was shocked when he 
calculated the cost of the items 
on the list based on current 
market realities. The total cost 
had moved from N350,000 
last year to N1.2 million in 
July. He wanted to cancel the 
marriage plans, but his father, 
a retired civil servant, calmed 
him down, explaining to him 
that it was not the fault of his 
in-laws but that of the naira.

“My son, be a man. That 
amount will still increase if 
you delay. Look for money 
and settle them. You know, 
I bought my brand new Peu-
geot 504 at N5,000 in the early 
80s, paid N300 for return 

Many Nigerians men 
with families abroad are 
considering relocating 
their families back to 

the country as they can 
no longer afford to use 

devalued naira to pay for 
services in dollars, pounds 

or euro

Continues on page  7
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ticket to London, and did not 
spend up to N500 in both 
traditional and white wed-
ding,” the old man recalled 
nostalgically.

“But the good old days are 
gone. The naira is beaten and 
down to our detriment. To-
day, N5,000 cannot even cook 
a good pot of soup,” he said, 
putting the blame squarely 
on the shoulders of successive 
Nigerian rulers who failed 
to seize the opportunity of 
the petro-dollars to turn the 
country into an industrial 
giant.

Indeed, an economy class 
return ticket to London is be-
tween N800,000 and N1 mil-
lion today. Considering the 
huge gap between N800,000 
and N300 paid for same class 
of ticket and same destination 
some years back, you need no 
prophet to tell you that the 
naira is very sick.

But if you think airfare 
is for the rich, what about 
fairly-used cars, popularly 
called tokunbo, which used 
to provide soft-landing to 
the middle class who cannot 
buy brand new cars because 
of their exorbitant prices? 
Today, tokunbo cars have 
gone beyond the reach of the 
battered middle class as the 
depressed naira has dealt a 
death blow on car dealership 
business in the country.

 Nigerians lament
Many Nigerians who 

spoke to BDSUNDAY lament-
ed that things have gone from 
bad to worse as the naira 
continues to fall.

Emeka Ngadi, an auto-
mobile dealer at Berger Auto 
Market, laments that Nige-
rian-used cars are now in 
vogue because nobody is im-
porting fairly-used cars again.

“When dollar was be-
tween N150-N170, you could 
afford to import saloon cars 
and sell from N1 million up, 
and SUV from N2 million. 
Today, if you buy at $350 a 
dollar, the cost of shipment 
and clearing at the wharf will 
increase the retail price of 
saloon cars from N2 million 
and SUVs from N4 million. 
Those who must drive cars 
these days are now consider-
ing Nigerian-used, which of 
course, are often third hand,” 
Ngadi says.

Corroborating, Yusuf Mo-
hammed, who lives in Kogi 
State, narrates his friend’s ex-
perience at a car dealer’s shop.

“A friend of mine priced 
a car for N900,000 last year 
but didn’t have the money to 
buy it. He was able to raise it 
a few months ago but unfor-
tunately for him, the price is 
almost double. The same car 
now goes for N1.5 million. 
That’s outrageous. All within 
a space of one year!” he says.

“I wonder what will hap-
pen in another year. Ordinary 

Nigerians are going through 
hell right now. Sadly, our 
leaders are indifferent. I’m 
afraid that with the way 
things are going, there may be 
breakdown of law and order 
soon. All that is required is 
just a spark because people 
are very angry,” Mohammed 
adds.

But even the Nigerian-
used cars are not cheap too. 
On the average, a Nigerian-
used Toyota Camry (1999 
model) today sells from N1 
million, almost the price a 
tokunbo of the same car sold 
last year, BDSUNDAY find-
ings show.

Families whose children 
are studying abroad are not 
spared the pangs. A father 
of three, who recently with-
drew his second son from a 
private university in Ghana 
to a public one in Enugu State, 
tells BDSUNDAY that he can 
no longer bear it because of 
the huge financial burden of 
paying for the first son study-
ing in a UK university.

“I am paying £5,000 per 
session and he has three more 
sessions to go. It was easy 
when £1 was N280, now it is 
a whooping N400. Imagine 
paying N2 million every ses-
sion and still paying about 
$300,000 for his younger 
one in Ghana and N400,000 
for the last one in a private 
secondary school! What if I 
lose my job? I have to adjust 
now because there seems to 
be no respite for the weak 
naira soon,” he says.

But he is just one of many 
parents that are withdrawing 
their children from private 
schools and universities with-
in the country and abroad. 
The weak naira has truly 
reduced their purchasing 

power to schools and uni-
versities that are affordable 
and within.

“I really don’t know where 
we are heading to as a nation. 
Nigeria used to be the small 
London for Ghanaians but 
with the fall in the naira, 
Ghanaians have gone back 
to their country. It amazes me 
how low the naira has fallen 
in a space of one year,” says 
Ugo Okocha, a banker who 
lives in Port Harcourt.

“Just last year, I could fill 
my tank with N10,000 worth 
of fuel and it would last for a 
week, but now it’s N14,500 
with same 100 litres. I bought 
insulin injection at N3,900 
early this year, now it is sold 
at N4,900. This time last year, 
I could buy two bags of rice 

with N20,000 and I’ll still 
have some money left, but 
that same amount can no 
longer buy me a bag of rice,” 
Okocha laments.

Oyewole Oyewale, a me-
dia practitioner who works 
in Lagos, says when he got his 
video camera two years ago, 
it cost him about N1.2 million. 
Today, the updated version 
still costs around the same 
amount, but he’ll need about 
N2.4 million to acquire it.

“The old version has 
dropped by more than 50 
percent but I’ll need close to 
the same N1.2m to purchase 
it. I bought a used wireless 
lavalier mic for N50,000 back 
in 2013; the brand new was 
selling for N90,000. But to-
day, the brand new is about 

N300,000. My macbook edit-
ing laptop cost me N520,000 
when I bought it in 2013, 
today without N1.2 million I 
cannot the same laptop,” he 
tells BDSUNDAY.

Emmanuel Adegbenro, 
a resident of Ogun State, la-
ments the unprecedented 
increase in the prices of ev-
erything, from foodstuff to 
toiletries to even transporta-
tion fare.

“A paint of garri used to 
sell for N400 but now it’s 
N700; bread sold for N250 
before but today is N300-350, 
and a bag of rice was between 
N10,000 and N12,000 be-
fore, but now it’s N20,000. 
I could cook a pot of soup 
with N1,500 before but now 
N2,500 can’t be enough for 
the people in the middle class. 
The naira has lost its value,” 
he says.

“This country is in a deep 
mess. The naira is so value-
less that common biscuit 
that was N5 last year is now 
N20. Sweets of N5 are now 
N10 and a sachet water of 
N5 is now N10,” says Obinna 
Ezugwu, a Lagos resident.

“I bought my body cream 
for N3,000 in January this 
year, when I went back less 
than two months later, the 
price had moved to N4,500! 
The pair of shirt that I used 
to buy at the rate of N4,500-
N5,000 last year is now 
N8,000. No wonder Nigeri-
ans are leaving the country 
for greener pastures,” he 
adds.

Adebambo Akeem, a La-
gos-based businessman, says 
before now she could travel 
from Abuja to Lagos with 
N5,000, but now it’s about 
N7,000.

“A plate of food that used 
to cost me N150 early this 
year now costs me N350 and 

the quantity is even smaller 
than it used to be. The packet 
of spaghetti that I bought for 
N120 few months ago is now 
N250,” she adds.

With no economic stimu-
lus on sight to save the naira 
from further fall, economic 
analysts predict that the situ-
ation may get worse in the 
coming months.

 Good news for Diaspora 
Nigerians

 But while Nigerians at 
home lament, citizens of the 
country who live in other 
parts of the world, particu-
larly Europe and America, 
say they have never had it 
so good. With the naira’s 
continued fall, they are in 
the best of times as any dol-
lar, euro or pound they send 
back to Nigeria transforms 
into huge amount in naira 
terms.

In the last few months, 
many Diaspora Nigerians 
have returned home to buy 
plots of land and erect man-
sions in relatively good loca-
tions in many cities of Ni-
geria, BDSUNDAY findings 
show.  Meanwhile, foreign 
embassies in Nigeria are in-
creasingly witnessing many 
more requests for visas by 
Nigerian youths who are 
leaving without any skill or 
educational qualification to 
go and ‘hustle’ for the ‘very 
hard currencies’.

“Aah! What do you mean? 
If you can travel out to the 
UK or America and hustle 
for one year, you will earn 
hard currency, legitimately 
or illegitimately. My brother, 
dollar is N350, a pound is 
N400 and euro is N450. If you 
come back here with $50,000, 
calculate it yourself,” a young 
secondary school leaver, who 
says he is desperate to travel 
abroad, tells BDSUNDAY.



Minister Of Information and Culture, Lai Mohammed (R) and chief executive of the British Council, 
Ciaran Devane, signing a memorandum of understanding on revival of Nigeria’s dormant festivals and 
traditional games in Edinburgh, Scotland.

L-R: Charles O’Tudor, project brand consultant; Ikechi Odigbo, MD, DDB; Ken Aghoghovbia, DMD/
COO, Africa Re, and Sory Diomande, regional director, West Africa, Africa Re, during Africa Re’s 
Insurance Awareness Campaign press conference in Lagos.

L-R: Oladipo Williams, Executive Vice President, Haske and Williams Limited; Abdullahi Bashir Haske, 
President, Haske and Williams Limited and Antoine Forgeard, Managing Director, FGM Expert Farmer, 
France, during the signing of the MoU between Haske & Williams and FGM Expert Farmer

L-R: Denis Okoro, director, MTN Foundation; Governor Abiola Ajimobi of Oyo State; Nonny Ugboma, 
executive secretary, MTN Foundation; Prof. Temitope Alonge, chief medical director, University College 
Hospital (UCH), and Saheed Fijabi, chairman, house of representatives committee on communication, 
at the commissioning of the brand new maternal wards donated by MTN Foundation at the Adeoyo 
Maternity Teaching Hospital, Ibadan

L-R:  Munzali Jibril, president/chairman of council, Nigerian Institute of Management; Yetunde Onanuga, 
deputy governor, Ogun State (awardees); vice admiral Ibas Ibok-Ete Ekwe, chief of Naval Staff,  and 
Jani Ibrahim chairman, Lubcon Limited, during the Nigerian Institute of Management 2016 awards in 
Lagos yesterday.

Titus Soetan, ICAN president with Oscar Onyema, the CEO of the Nigerian Stock exchange when the 
ICAN president paid a courtesy call in Lagos.
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L-R: Ifedayo Durosinmi-Etti, corporate and social responsibility support manager, Nigerian Breweries 
plc; Azu Nwagbogu, director, African Artists Foundation, and , Kufre Ekanem, corporate affairs adviser, 
NB plc during a press conference to announce the 9th edition of the National Art Competition in Lagos.

L-R- Anthony Anwuka, minister of state for Education, Titus Soetan, president,Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Nigeria (ICAN), Adamu Adamu,  minister of Education and, Folashade  Yemi  permanent 
secretary, Ministry of Education , during a Meeting in Abuja.
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Reducing unemployment 
through system-wide alliance
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W
ith an estimat-
ed population 
of 180 million, 
most of who 
are young peo-

ple, Nigeria has all the potentials 
to become an economic power-
house. These economic potentials 
are, however, being constrained 
by lack of employment opportu-
nities for the teeming able-bodied 
and willing individuals.

Findings indicate that the 
unemployment situation has de-
nied a lot of Nigerians legitimate 
means of livelihood as well as 
living wage. Indeed, recent data 
from the Nigerian Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) show the unem-
ployment level in the country 
increased by 12.1 percent in the 
first quarter of 2016. This has 
been worsened by an education 
system that has over the years 
proved to be grossly inefficient 
and unable to produce graduates 
with the right skills set or job-
creators rather than job-seekers, 
evident in the large army of un-
employed youths in the country, 
a significant number of who are 
products of Nigeria’s tertiary 
institutions. In order to survive, 
some of these youths get involved 
in all forms of criminal activities 
which further threaten societal 
peace and harmony and lead to 
further economic waste.

The informal sector, which 
ought to provide a cushion for the 
unemployed, continues to suffer 
due to absence of social protec-
tion, lack of vocational education 
facilities, little or no access to 
business-friendly credits, unfair 
competition through dumping 
of manufactured goods from 
more industrialized countries, 
inadequate infrastructure, lack of 
representation and participation 
in decision-making processes. 
All these result in unworkable, 
corruption-prone public policies 
and programmes which have 
failed significantly to solve the 
problems in that sector.

Whilst efforts are being chan-
nelled towards improving eco-
nomic efficiency, prosperity and 
competitiveness both in the short 
and long term by government, 
there must, at the same time, be 
some level of strategic collabora-
tion with private sector operators 
to contribute in restoring the 
Nigerian education system and 
the enhancement of employment 
opportunities which will in turn 
boost social well-being.

Though many organisations 
operating in Nigeria could be 
having a tough time negotiating 
the prevailing economic quag-
mire, there is no gainsaying the 
fact that now is the time for the 
Federal Government and other 
stakeholders to build sustainable 
collaboration with professional 
bodies like Chartered Institute of 
Personnel Management (CIPM), 
which has researched the unem-
ployment challenge in Nigeria and 
has implementable recommenda-
tions for stemming the scourge.

In a research recently initiated 
by the CIPM on causal factors 
of unemployment in Nigeria, it 
was reported that government’s 
policy inconsistencies was rated 
as the most significant factor. 
This points to a need to critically 
analyse applicability and sustain-
ability of public policies before 
they are formulated. Perhaps one 

of the challenges with Nigeria’s 
public policies is the difficulty in 
their sustainable application.

Poor political governance and 
setting of policy direction were 
also pointed out as factors leading 
to unemployment. Tied in rating 
with these factors is the harsh 
operating business environment 
with average rating of 4.42 on a 
scale of 5 each. Certainly, the tie 
in the rating may not be coinci-
dental. Poor political governance 
coupled with poor policy direction 
will elicit hash operating business 
environment. This will in turn 
send many organisations packing 
and their employees jobless.

The lack of a sustainable na-
tional employment policy that is 
owned by all stakeholders con-
tributes to the rising unemploy-
ment level. This factor, according 
to the report, may not be totally 
inseparable from government 
policy inconsistencies. Hence, the 
report posits that if all stakehold-
ers jointly own a national em-
ployment policy, there would be 
a universal understanding of its 
application, and each party will 
play its expected role in expecta-
tion of the desired results. This is 
based on the commonly placed 
fact on the strength of joint vision 
and planning. In other words, 
any employment policy not col-
lectively owned will exist only on 
paper and surely un-actionable.

Importantly, the misalign-
ment between the output of 
the educational system and the 
skills set required by the indus-

try – a factor which carries an 
average rating of 4.20 on a scale 
of 5 – leads to structural unem-
ployment in the sense that skills 
set produced by the educational 
system will remain irrelevant to 
the industry, even when the jobs 
are available.

The misalignment between 
the educational system’s output 
and industry requirement may 
not be totally inseparable from 
lack of sensitivity to education 
curricula design. Perhaps, this is 
the reason why ‘inappropriate 
curriculum design’ has equal av-
erage rating (4.20) with the mis-
alignment between the output 
of the educational system and the 
skills set required by the industry.

Making the teaching curricu-
lum more practical and relevant 
to the need of the country would 
solve a lot of problems as they 
relate to moulding employable 
youths in addressing the scourge 
of increasing unemployment, 
said Enase Okonedo, dean of Pan 
African University, Lagos, at a 
recent human resources forum. 
This further corroborates the call 
by education experts for a review 
of Nigeria’s education system 
to help reduce the challenge of 
graduate unemployment.

Pai Obanya, an emeritus pro-
fessor, believes that “education 
must be focused on employabil-
ity”, that is, inculcating the hard 
and soft skills needed for the 
world of work, not simply for the 
job market.

In driving home the point, the 

research report further mentioned 
sub-optimal quality of graduates as 
an identified factor contributing 
to unemployment in the country 
with an average rating of 3.99 on 
a scale of 5, calling for overhauling 
of training design and delivery in 
the Nigerian institutions of learn-
ing. Surely, a practical approach to 
curriculum design and training 
delivery will impact the output of 
educational system to the industry 
demand and reduce structural un-
employment in the nation.

The report also noted that if 
cyclical unemployment (caused 
by reduction in demand for goods 
and services leading to workforce 
lay-off) and frictional unemploy-
ment (resulting from workers 
leaving their current jobs with 
the hope of finding new ones) 
linger for a long period of time, 
they will eventually result into 
structural unemployment.

The inadequacy of data on 
unemployed and/or underem-
ployed people leads to the in-
ability to adequately analyze 
data which may yield spurious 
or misleading results and inap-
propriate or ineffective policy 
recommendation.

The importance of reducing 
unemployment level cannot be 
over-emphasized, hence the calls 
for action from many quarters.

Oby Ezekwesili, former min-
ister of education, advised at the 
2015 Nigeria Economic Summit 
held in Abuja that if the issue 
of unemployment is not tackled 
urgently, by 2020, Nigeria may 

have a significant population of 
highly trained, skilled and moti-
vated criminals.

Reformation of the educa-
tional sector (including enforcing 
high educational standards, full 
implementation of technical and 
vocational education, and Federal 
Government’s policy on entrepre-
neurship education); accessible 
financial support for start-up and 
existing businesses; provision of a 
social scheme to support nascent 
businesses; creation of a healthy 
competitive environment that 
rewards innovation; provision 
of incentives for selected indus-
tries with potential capacity to 
create more jobs; availability of 
accessible start-up grants for 
micro, small and medium scale 
enterprises, and/or accessible 
financial facility for them to ex-
pand; and creation of conducive 
rural areas would all be crucial 
for the country to achieve opti-
mal employment level.

Realizing that people are the 
real creators of value in the in-
dustry and economy, there is 
an urgent need to strengthen 
collaboration between private 
and public sectors. This is why 
the recommendations of CIPM, 
particularly on education and 
curriculum reform, need to be 
implemented as they will further 
provide the right opportunities 
for unemployed Nigerians to be 
economically engaged and pro-
ductive to create value, which 
will in turn reduce appreciably 
the unemployment figure.

Stemming the tide of unemployment in Nigeria calls for urgent collaboration among the 
various tiers of government as well as the education sector, writes KELECHI EWUZIE
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L
awyers in Nigeria seem to love 
the month of August with a 
passion. It may be because the 
courts are usually on break at 
that point in the year in the 

general mood of the traditional August 
break.

 This must be why they usually hold 
their Annual General Meetings (AGM) 
in August. It looks like the AGM is usu-
ally expensive to host, requiring only 
states with deep pockets to attempt. 
One of such states could be Rivers State, 
which played host to the NBA in August 
2011 during the beginning of the second 
term of then governor, Chibuike Rotimi 
Amaechi.

This is another August break five 
years after and the hundreds of lawyers 
swarmed Rivers State for another AGM, 
this time, only to meet another chief 
host, a lawyer but Amaechi’s sworn 
enemy, Nyesom Wike.

 Those who praise Amaechi do not 
often hail Wike, and vice versa, but the 
leadership of the NBA has found a way 
to do this.

 
NBA in PH in 2016
 A long convoy as usual conveyed the 

lawyers with huge dark security lorries 
in between. They went round projects 
sites and poured encomiums on their 
host, most of the young lawyers falling 
over each other for ‘selfies’. The Port 
Harcourt Government House saw this 
as sign of deep love for the state gover-
nor and another endorsement for Wike 
(probably over any previous governor of 
the state).

A press statement soon after said: 
“Nigerian Lawyers on Rivers Projects 
Tour, Hail Governor Wike. Hundreds of 
Nigerian lawyers on Thursday joined 
Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo 
Wike, on inspection of completed and 
ongoing projects in three local govern-
ment areas of the state, hailing the 
governor for his judicious use of scarce 
resources to improve the living condi-
tion of the people.

The governor took the lawyers from 
all the branches of the Nigerian Bar 
Association, (NBA), to projects located 
in Port Harcourt City,  Obio/Akpor and 
Eleme Local Government Areas.

Projects inspected include: NBA LAW 
Centre, Federal High Court, Dr. Nabo 
Graham Douglas Faculty of Law, RSUST, 
Port Harcourt Pleasure Park, Second 
Nkpogu Bridge, Elelenwo-Akpajo road 
and the Second WOJI-AKPAJO Bridge.

Among the lawyers were the outgo-
ing NBA President, Augustine Alegeh 
(SAN) and the incoming President, 
Abubakar Mahmoud (SAN).

Incoming President of the Nige-
rian Bar Association, NBA, Abubakar 
Mahmoud (SAN) said that the lawyers 
were impressed by the performance of 
Governor Wike.

He commended the governor for 
executing projects that promote legal 
practice such as the Law Centre, Law 
Faculty at the Rivers State University of 
Science and Technology and the Federal 
High Court.

programmes as education, health, infra-
structure amongst others. “We have had 
course to follow with keen interest your 
developmental programmes for Rivers 
State in the area of Education, Health, 
Infrastructure, Justice, Law and order 
etc. They are not only transformational, 
but a serious lesson for other States’ 
administrations to emulate. The Federal 
Government should as a matter of ur-
gency, build one such model Secondary 
School in each of the 774 Local Govern-
ment Areas throughout the country,” ac-
cording to the Rivers State Government 
Press Unit then.

 
What Lawyers saw in 2011   
 The then commissioner for infor-

mation, Ibim Semenitari, captured the 
mood of the lawyers then.

 
Elekahia:
The pleasurable shock began at the 

Elekahia State Primary School. One 
female lawyer asked: “Is this university 
or college?” My boss answered her: 
“Wait until you get to see our secondary 
school”. The team saw well-laid lawns 
and tracks, library, computerised audi-
torium, computer system, 14 classrooms, 
16 toilets, head-teacher’s office with 
updated facilities, sick-bay, etc. They 
walked over the adjoining primary 
healthcare centre and the amazement 
continued with imposing buildings, 
neat rooms, doctors and nurses working 
efficiently, etc. Governor explained that 
100 had been completed and another 60 
were under construction.

 
Eleme:
The model secondary caused greater 

amazement. My boss explained that 

August break: Lawyers crazy for Amaechi  in 2011, crazier for Wike in 2016
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The Incoming NBA President urged 
Governor Wike to ensure that he drives 
ongoing projects to completion to the 
benefit of the people.

 Outgoing President of NBA, Au-
gustine Alegeh (SAN) was particularly 
impressed with the Law faculty which 
he said would help in grooming fresh 
lawyers with modern facilities and 
enhanced human resources. 

A Senior Advocate of Nigeria, Jibrin 
Okutepa, also lauded the governor for 
living up to the expectations of the 
people of the state. A nun, Rivers Sister 
(Barrister) Darlingtina Ifeanyichukwu 
said the governor is an example of good 
governance and the judicious applica-
tion of resources. 

She said that she was impressed by 
Governor Wike’s popularity and humil-
ity as she moved round the streets of 
Port Harcourt, Obio/Akpor and Eleme 
Local Government Areas. She charged 
the governor to continue to respect the 
rule of law as he serves the people of 
the state. 

It was during the inspection of two 
projects on the premises of Government 
House, Port Harcourt that hundreds 
of lawyers crowded Governor Wike to 
take photographs with him. They sang 
his praise for making lawyers proud 
through his superlative performance. 

 
Women lawyers too
  Women lawyers in Nigeria also 

recognised Governor Nyesom Wike of 
Rivers State for what they described 
as his investments in the welfare of 
women and children in the state.

In an award presented in recogni-
tion of Wike’s roles in the promotion of 
women and children welfare by the Inter-

national Federation of Women Lawyers 
(FIDA) Wednesday night at the Govern-
ment House, Port Harcourt, during a din-
ner hosted by the wife of the Governor, 
Eberechi Suzzette Nyesom-Wike, the 
women lawyers said it was in recognition 
of the governor’s effort in lifting the lot of 
women and children in the state.

Former FIDA Nigeria president and 
Judge of the African Court of Human 
and People’s Rights, Elsie Nwanwuri-
Thompson, urged the governor to 
sustain his commitment to the welfare 
of women and children.

 
 NBA in PH in 2011 
In 2011, the NBA was in Port Har-

court and also got a big treat with big 
buses to take them round. This writer 
was part of the tour of projects and 
heard many lawyers screaming over 
‘world class’ projects. Some of them even 
called their home state governors to 
stop wasting time but to come to Port 
Harcourt and see real development in 
action. 

Below is one of the headlines that 
dotted the media at that time. 

 ‘NBA President lauds Amaechi’s 
developmental strides’

 
The Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) 

then rated Amaechi high on initiating 
and sustaining a clear transformational 
policy in the State.

NBA President, Joseph Daudu (SAN) 
made the commendation during the 
opening ceremony of the 2011 Annual 
National Conference of the Association 
in Port Harcourt.

Daudu called on the Federal Gov-
ernment and other State Governors to 
emulate Amaechi in such development 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

In 2011: Governor Amaechi and NBA President at dinner.
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each is built at N4.5billion, and the 
state needs 150 of this type to save the 
school system; only 24 are being built 
because of cost. The population of the 
school is 1000 only; two per room, 25 
per classroom; all of 64 teachers will be 
quartered in the school. There are two 
500 capacity dining halls each. There is 
a modern laboratory, an intro-tech sec-
tion, home economics section, a library, 
e-library, sick-bay, etc. Standing at the 
lab, the governor said: “This project will 
boom when I am no more governor, 
but a good governor will do things for 
the future. Let me tell you, to be a good 
governor, you must be unpopular and 

drive hard decisions”.
 
 Afam:
Most of the lawyers scrambled to 

take in the full view of a gas turbine 
station. At the mention of ‘gas’ turbine, 
many, especially the ladies, hissed as if 
the gas was about to explode like the 
cylinders in their kitchens.

 The governor began by narrating 
his experience trying to convince the 
National Electricity Regulation Com-
mission (NERC), where he tried in vain 
to convince them to decentralise power 
distribution. He talked about his difficul-
ties and frustrations in getting power 
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to homes, saying this place has 180mw. 
“We have 560mw already from here, 
Trans-Amadi, Eleme, Omoku, but the 
state only needs 400mw to have unin-
terrupted power supply. We are target-
ing 700mw at last, but the law is our 
problem, we cannot distribute power”.

 As he explained: “The argument 
by the NERC people is; if they allow 
us take off Port Harcourt, that other 
centres such as Calabar, Yenagoa, Uyo, 
would not be viable to sell. The ques-
tion is, should Port Harcourt suffer 
because of other states? (Answer was 
an overwhelming No). He then put the 
question: Is federalism not the answer, 

so that each state can develop at its own 
pace? Answer, Yes.

 Many began to make suggestions; 
some asked him to go to court, oth-
ers said he should buy up other states’ 
power distribution centres, etc.

 
The debate at Afam
 This writer witnessed a hot debate 

at Afam when the lawyers got there 
to see the power plant being built by 
Amaechi.

 The prostrate state of gas power sta-
tions built by the Rivers State Govern-
ment with over N100billion triggered 
off what looked like a constitutional 
debate within hundreds of lawyers 
meeting in Port Harcourt this week 
right there at the Afam Gas Power 
Station ($194million or N29billion) at 
Oyigbo local council area.

 The NBA members saw a gigantic 
tower, sophisticated control room, the 
mesh and coolers that make an amazing 
picture of a gas turbine power station. 
Their thrill was however cut short 
when the host governor disclosed that 
together with the 130mw Trans-Amadi 
gas turbine station, the 150mw Omoku 
mother station, and the 100mw Eleme 
station, that Rivers State was capable of 
generating enough power for the state 
on an uninterrupted basis.

 The governor however, provoked 
pity when he declared: “What is holding 
us is just the constitutional clause de-
barring states from distributing power. 
I have pressured the presidency for an 
exemption but sadly enough, I just got a 
letter from the presidency saying ‘no’.”

 
The governor said his options now 

were either to begin a fight for true 
federalism through a massive constitu-
tional amendment or to quietly lobby 
the National Assembly to move power 
distribution to the concurrent list in 
the constitution. “Is federalism where 
states are allowed to develop at their 
own paces not the answer?” This was 
followed by massive ‘yes’ answer, all in 
the presence of the then Bauchi State 
governor, Isa Yuguda.

 It was at this point that senior 
lawyers began to react, starting an open 
debate in the Afam open fields for true 
federalism and constitutional reviews. 
The likes of Mike Ozekhome (Edo) and  
Olusapo Olaibi (Lagos) supported the 
call for power supply to be moved to 
concurrent list to allow states partici-
pate and develop their power base. This 
position was widely supported by those 
who spoke at Afam.

 
Conclusion:
 More August breaks will still come 

and new governors will surely occupy 
the Brick House in Port Harcourt to play 
host to more AGMs for the NBA. Those 
who will be reporting the state at that 
time would also hear superlative praises 
if the then governors would be good 
hosts at dinner.

Also, civilian governors often have 
numerous litigations in various courts 
in the country. They would need 
lawyers to argue their cases. Hosting 
lawyers now and then could be good 
thinking for the governors.
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Nigerian lawyers  celebrate Rivers State governor, Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, after tour of projects on Thursday in Port Harcourt.

L-R: Rivers State governor, Nyesom Ezenwo Wike; Sokoto State governor, Aminu Tambuwal, and NBA president, Abubakar Mahmoud, 
during  the NBA dinner in Port Harcourt  on Thursday night.



T
he end may never be in sight 
in the endless crisis over the 
2015 elections in Rivers State 
and the numerous reruns 
trailing the exercise. The 

latest staccato is coming from attempt 
by the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) to release the result 
from Tai local council area.

Most political strategists from both 
the All Progressives Congress (APC) and 
the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
believe that the Tai results are crucial 
in the hotly contested senate election 
involving Nyesom Wike’s bitterest 
enemy, Magnus Abe.

Abe was secretary to the Rivers State 
Government (SSG) when Wike was the 
chief of staff in Government House.

 Abe has often said he did not know 
why the senatorial seat was so very 
important to the state governor and his 
PDP stalwarts, but the governor seems 
to have done everything to make the 
Ogoni ditch Abe for the PDP candidate. 
Abe had always said, ‘that thing your 
mama told you, my mama told me too’. 
None of the two gladiators has told the 
public what their mamas told them, 
other than the fact that Abe is a Chi-
buike Amaechi diehard while Wike 
and Amaechi are now sworn enemies, 
though once buddies.

It is believed that if the Tai local 
council results are upheld, it may affect 
the outcome of the rest of the senatorial 
election rerun election in favour of the 
APC. INEC had indicated intention at a 
stakeholders’ forum to release the Tai 
result and take a date to conclude the 
rerun exercise. The next day, the PDP 
rushed to the federal high court in the 
Garden city to stop the intention.

 
Abe: It’s no favour to APC
 Abe said INEC did not do the APC 

a favour in releasing the Tai election 
results rather it did the needful. He said 
INEC righted the injustice meted to APC 
by the cancellation, as the election in Tai 
local government area was conducted, 
collated and returned by the return-
ing officers, thereby making the results 
valid.

He said the Resident Electoral 
Commissioner (REC) acted outside his 
powers that was why the INEC national 
revalidated the results. “What was the 
reason or excuse given for the rejection 
of the Tai results? It was because the 
Resident Electoral Commissioner said 
that he had cancelled Tai LGA. From the 
Federal Commissioner on Thursday, 
she declared that the REC has no such 
power to cancel an election without 
consulting with the returning officer 
and those in the field”, he said.

Abe added: “The postponement of 
this election was at the instance of Gov-
ernor Wike. He wrote to INEC to post-
pone the election. If it was APC that had 
written a letter to postpone the elec-
tion, there would have been mayhem 
all over, but, he wrote to postpone the 

Bad blood runs deeper in 
Rivers over Tai rerun results

Magnus Abe Felix Obuah
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elections and the elections have been 
postponed without consulting with us 
and we have not said anything.”

 
PDP: you are day-dreaming:
 Reacting, the rival PDP said the 

party would resist any attempt by INEC 
to declare results of the March 19, 2016, 
cancelled legislative re-run elections in 
Tai Local Government Area of the State. 
The party chairman, Felix Obuah, said 
the move by INEC’s National Commis-
sioner, Amina Zakari, to release the 
purported Tai Re-run election result 
was a deliberate and calculated attempt 
to throw the state into chaos thereby 
denying the people of the area their 
fundamental rights and franchise.

He added that the PDP had raised 
serious and unequivocal objections, in-
cluding several petitions to the electoral 
umpire, INEC, warning on the despera-
tion by the APC and its candidates, Abe 
and Mpigi, to compel the Commission 
to pronounce results for elections that 
were cancelled by the same INEC.

For the benefit of doubt, and to sup-
port our position, it would be recalled 
that the same INEC had on March 20, 
2016, in its press Statement duly signed 
by the Rivers State Resident Electoral 
Commissioner, Aniedi A. Ikoiwak, titled, 

‘Re: Suspension of Elections in Etche and 
Asari-Toru Local Government Areas,’ 
stated that the results were cancelled 
due to disturbances that did not allow 
elections to hold.

 
Court orders stop
 The PDP went to the high court and 

secured an order for INEC not to release 
the results. In the suit number No.PHC/
CS/523/2016, the PDP asked for stop.

In the ruling in a suit brought by 
the PDP against the INEC Resident 
Electoral Commissioner for Rivers 
State and another, the judge A.M 
Liman, also restrained INEC from 
announcing any results in the Local 
Government Area of the State which 
election was subsequently suspended 
by INEC. He further restrained INEC 
from announcing any results or fig-
ures howsoever generated or com-
piled purporting to be result of the 
re-run election for any or all of Khana, 
Bonny, Gokana, Andoni, Eleme and 
Tai Local Government Areas of Rivers 
State or any part of the re-run election 
scheduled for March 19, 2016 which 
election was subsequently suspended 
or postponed. 

 Consequently, the ruling was com-
mended by the PDP in a statement by 

the party boss released by his media 
aide, Jerry Needam, which stressed that 
despite certain cases of misgivings or-
chestrated by some anti-democratic ele-
ments posing as politicians against the 
judicial system, the Nigerian judiciary 
still remained the best bet to safeguard 
the nation’s democracy.

 
APC: Court order is meaningless
 The APC said the order was not of 

any consequence if any person or politi-
cal party decided to embark on an ego 
trip using the courts.

In any case, the party said, the Elec-
toral Act 2010, Section 133 sub 1 forbids 
any courts from questioning INEC in 
any manner other than by petition 
complaining of an undue election or 
undue return presented to competent 
tribunal or court. Definitely, the Fed-
eral High Court the PDP purportedly 
obtained its order does not qualify to 
issue such an order on INEC. It is indeed 
a meaningless court order as far as the 
APC is concerned.

“The APC cannot be distracted by the 
antics of the PDP as we prepare for the 
conclusion of the remaining rerun elec-
tions as will be announced by the INEC”, 
Chris Finebone, the publicity secretary, 
said.
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Ganduje Kwankwaso
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ADEOLA AJAKAIYE, Kano

T
he personality clash between 
Governor Abdullahi Umar 
Ganduje, and his former boss,  
Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso, 
which is rocking the Kano 

State chapter of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) has deepened in recent 
times.

The intensity of the negative cam-
paigns being mounted against each 
another by the two contending groups 
in the party tends to suggest that both 
leaders are not ready for reconciliation, 
at least for now.

The deepening of the crisis between 
the two leaders was confirmed by the 
on-going media campaign mounted 
by supporters loyal to each of the two 
political leaders on radio stations in the 
state.

Of recent, supporters belonging to 
each of the two contending camps in 
APC in the state, have resorted to open 
verbal attacks, blackmail, and threat 
of violence, on radio stations, such as 
‘Freedom Radio’ ‘Pyramid Radio’ ‘Radio 
Express’ and ‘Radio Kano’ against each 
other.

Observation indicates that members 
of the party on the side of Governor 
Abdullahi Umar Ganduje are using 
‘Radio Kano, and ‘Pyramid Radio’ and 
occasionally ‘Freedom Radio’, while, 
members of the party on the side of 
former Governor Rabiu Musa Kwank-
waso, are using ‘Express Radio’ for their 
campaign.

If the current trend continues within 
the party, there is possibility the crisis 
would result into the party losing politi-
cal power in the state come next general 
election in 2019.

Of recent, the topical issue com-
pounding the crisis between Governor 
Ganduje, and Kwankwaso, was the re-
run election in Minijibir Local Govern-
ment Area of the state, which Ganduje’s 
candidate in the APC won.

The crisis is being aggravated by 
press statement issued by Mohammed 
Garba, one of Governor Ganduje`s men, 
who is the commissioner for informa-
tion, which accused Kwankwaso of 
recruiting political thugs from Niger 
Republic and Jigawa State, to disrupt the 
election.

Garba also accused Kwankwaso of 
working against the APC candidate for 
the election, and asked the National 
Secretariat of the APC in Abuja to take a 
disciplinary measure against him.

However, sources close to one of 
Kwankwaso`s front men, Yunnsa 
Dangwani, who was the former com-
missioner for water resources, under 
Kwankwaso administration, denied the 
claims made by the Ganduje group.

Dangwani said that the crisis be-
tween former Governor Kwankwaso 
and Governor Ganduje has to do with 
his refusal to implement some of the 
development programme outlined for 
him by the former governor.

It would be recalled that the result 
declared by the National Independent 
Electoral Commission (INEC) in respect 
of the Minijibir re-election shows that 

…as PDP remains inactive in the state
Ganduje-sponsored candidate that con-
tested on the platform of the APC won 
the election by scoring 21,970 votes, 
while the PDP candidate, who with-
drew got 1,238 votes.

Similarly, fact gathered from one 
of the top chieftains of the APC in the 
state, Hussaini Mairiga, indicates that 
another faction has emerged within the 
party in the state.

The new faction of the party is dif-
ferent from the two existing camps of 
Governor Ganduje, and former gover-
nor Kwankwaso.      

Mairiga, who described himself as 
leader of the group in the state, said 
that his group is made up of dominantly 
members of the defunct ANPP, one of 
the three groups that merged to form 
the state chapter of the party.

The Nigeria`s anti–corruption 
agency, Economic and Financial Crime 
Commission has commenced investiga-
tive proceeding against former gover-
nor Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso.

The EFCC is investigating Kwank-
waso over an allegation that he used 
the state resources to fund his campaign 
during the APC Presidential primary 
held in Lagos in 2014, when he con-
tested against General Muhammadu 
Buhari.       

It is not clear whether the on-going 
investigation has the backing of Presi-
dent Buhari, however, rumours making 
waves in the state points to the involve-
ment of the president.   

At the moment, Buhari is not in good 
terms with Kwankwaso and sources 
attributed the dispute between them to 

Kwankwaso`s resolve to contest against 
him in the last election.              

Meanwhile, situation within the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) in Kano 
State also indicates that the party has 
been inactive since the last general elec-
tion was concluded last year.

Presently, there is no clear leader in 
charge of the party in the state, al-
though before now the former governor 
of the state, Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau 
seems to have strongest influence 
within the party, his grip over the party 
has reduced since he was invited by 
Economic & Financial Crime Commis-
sion (EFCC), in respect of the campaign 
money he was alleged to have collected 
from former president Goodluck Jona-
than.

 However, despite the state of inac-
tion which now characterized the party, 
information available indicates that the 
son of the late Nigeria Military Head 
of State, General Murtala Mohammed, 
Abba Risqua Murtala Muhammed, is 
interested in becoming the party `s gov-
ernorship candidate come 2019.

In the same vein, a former Senator, 
Hayatu Gwarzo, is also said to be inter-
ested in the position.

One of the sources in the party, who 
confirmed the situation within the par-
ty, said that the main problem confront-
ing the party was lack of sponsorship.

Most of the members of the party, 
particularly those who served in vari-
ous positions under the former presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan regime, are 
said not to be ready to provide money 
for the running of the party.



Testing the waters with 
emergency power initiative

L
ast week the Presi-
dency tested the wa-
ters with news of an 
alleged proposal by 

the administration to seek 
emergency powers from the 
National Assembly to enable 
it to push through with eco-
nomic reforms.

I called it testing the wa-
ters because that proposal or 
bill is most definitely dead 
on arrival. I think it was a 
move intended to sample 
public opinion before decid-
ing whether or not to put it 
forward.

Sometimes, government 
officials put information out 
there to gauge public percep-
tion about a controversial 
plan.

The proposed bill, “Emer-
gency Economic Stabilisa-
tion Bill 2016,” according to 
reports would be seeking 
to empower President Mu-
hammadu

Buhari to set aside some 
extant laws and use ex-
ecutive orders to roll out 
economic recovery packages 
within the next one year. If 
approved,

the president will have 
powers to abridge the pro-
curement process to support 
stimulus spending on criti-
cal sectors of the economy, 
make

orders in favor of  local  
suppliers in contract awards, 
trim the process of sale or 
lease of government assets 
to generate revenue and

allow for urgent budget-
ary allocation to projects 
without recourse to law-
makers. The bill also seeks to 
amend the Universal Basic 
Education

Commission (UBEC) Act 
so that states can access 
fund hitherto trapped in the 
accounts of the commission 
due to their inability to meet 
the counterpart funding 
requirement. Also, the bill 
seeks to make provision for 
reforms in visa issuance in 
foreign consular offices and 
allow for visas to issued on 
arrival in the country. Agen-
cies including the Corporate 
Affairs Commission (CAC), 
the National Agency for 
Foods Administration and 
Control (NAFDAC), others, 
will be compelled to improve 
on their turnaround time to 
boost new businesses.

After this proposal was 
leaked to the press, it formed 
a topic for public discourse 
especially on the state of the 
economy, how to reflate it 
without a resort to measures 
that are most likely going to 
be abused due to their auto-
cratic leaning.

A terse two paragraphed 
statement by the Office of 
the Vice President, Yemi 
Osinbajo, after several in-
quiries, confirmed that this 
bill was

actually in the pipeline 
and conceived by the Eco-

INSIDE Aso Rock
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Politics

One year and three months 
since your return to power, 
the council on

privatization is yet to sit, 
giving the impression that 
this government is averse 
to privatization. First, set 
up the council then you 
can send an executive bill 
to the national assembly to 
amend the laws of the agen-
cies directly involved with 
privatization.

A friend of mine who is 
a lawyer revved up the ar-
gument when he reminded 
me that according to the 
constitution, emergency 
power is needed in a situ-
ation of war or breakdown 
of law and order in any 
part of the country. I can 
imagine that the state of 
the nation’s economy will 
scare anyone into wanting 
to take the most drastic 
measures to make things 
work. But what about the 
aftermath? What happens 
when this triggers similar 
requests from governors 
for sweeping powers to 
handle situations in their 
states? Perhaps, what the 
president should push for 
is a constitutional amend-
ment at least or he should 
take the bull by the horns 
and go with a full political 
and economic restructur-
ing of the country.

In 2013, Venezuelan law-
makers granted President 
Nicolás Maduro similar 
powers to enact laws with-
out legislative approval for 
a period of 12 months to 
aid his efforts to revive a 
stalled economy, cut high 
inflation and curb corrup-
tion. As it stands, the oil-rich 
South American country is 
in a state of meltdown. Since 
then, that country’s eco-
nomic situation has wors-
ened despite the so-called 
emergency powers. But like 
Nigerians would usually say, 
it is not our portion.

Mr. President, please do 
not accept that bill from 
your economic team. Ask 
them to work on better 
strategies and save yourself 
some trouble.

Like others may have 
advised, please do not repeat 
the mistake of the past.

Let it just be that your 
team was testing the waters 
with the announcement 
of the intended bill. Let us 
move on to better ideas that 
will keep us from further 
free fall.

nomic Management Team. 
It was yet to reach the presi-
dent’s desk for approval. So 
let me

assume Mr. President is 
yet to see the bill.

Baba, I personally do not 
think that there is a need 
for emergency or sweep-
ing powers to revive the 
economy. To put it simply, 
you cannot legislate eco-
nomic growth. It cannot 
happen with the wave of 
a magic wand but by in-
stituting sound economic 
policies and incentivise the 
private sector to boost pro-
duction. It is funny that the 
policies on ground are yet 
to yield any positive effect, 
yet some cabals are trying 
to push for sweeping pow-
ers that will most likely be 
abused. Mr. President sir, 
this is a democracy and ev-
ery arm of government must 
be involved in running the 
country. While the wheels 
of government may seem 
to move too slowly in a de-
mocracy, any attempt to re-
duce parliamentary input in 
governance by granting the 
executive sweeping powers, 
however noble the inten-
tions may seem, defeats the 
ideal of democracy and the 
checks and balances that 
form its basis. Mr. President 
sir, in my opinion as a Nige-
rian this path is a dangerous 
one and I advise you to slow 
down. You see, I do not need 
to remind you that you are 
the President of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria already. 
I am sure you have so many 
reminders every minute of 
your life especially in trying 
times like this.

In my opinion, you al-
ready have the powers to 
issue directives like you did 
in the case of the Treasury 
Single Account (TSA) and it 
was followed. Some of those 
extant laws or policies you 
now consider

obsolete can be amended 
while others repealed by 
the legislature. I think that 
democracy works. To say 
you need sweeping pow-
ers to handle an issue like 
visa issuance for which a 
memo would have settled 
leaves the mind in doubt. 
Do not let anyone tell you 
otherwise sir. Perhaps your 
advisers will tell you that 
things were done quicker 
during your days as a mili-
tary dictator when decrees 
were the order of the day. I 
was too young to remember 
but I have read all about it 
and you should know bet-
ter now, especially as you 
have now been portrayed 
as a born-again democrat 
by none other than Nobel 
Laureate Wole Soyinka.

I do not also believe you 
need exclusive powers to 
abridge the process of sale 
or lease of government as-
sets to generate revenue. 

F
ifteen months into 
a new government 
inaugurated on May 
29, 2015, Muham-
madu Buhari seems 

to have just woken up to the 
stark reality of the level of 
suffering in the country and 
the need to take urgent and 
decisive measures to win back 
the confidence of the over-
traumatised citizens of Nigeria.

Buhari, who had invest-
ed all his energy in the fight 
against corruption to the utter 
neglect of the economy, may 
have also realised the level of 
discontent in society as his 
one-way approach to gover-
nance appears to be drifting the 
country further apart.

It would be recalled that 
in the last one month, a num-
ber of eminent personalities, 
including former heads of 
state, Yakubu Gowon and 
Abdulsalam Abubakar, had 
visited the president to speak 
to him on the need to take 
more drastic steps to address 
the unacceptable level of 
poverty in the land.

Among a long list of visitors 
include Wole Soyinka, a noble 
laureate, and Tunde Bakare, the 
presiding pastor at the Latter 
Rain Assembly and a former 
vice presidential candidate 
of the now-defunct Congress 
for Progressive Change (CPC). 
Olusegun Obasanjo, a former 
head of state, had been in and 
out of the Villa harping on the 
need for a ‘change’ with a hu-
man face.

It would be recalled that the 
approach to governance being 
adopted by President Buhari 
has attracted condemnation 
from far and wide even from 

Muhammadu Buhari

Buhari under 
pressure

ZEBULON AGOMUO
 

among members of his party. 
His economic policies, which 
have allegedly kept foreign 
investors at bay and the foreign 
exchange policy that has stifled 
businesses, have congregated 
to raise the adrenaline level of 
many Nigerians against him 
and his administration.

Recently, a factional chair-
man of the APC in Kano State, 
Hussaini Mairiga, had ex-
pressed disappointment at the 
turn of events in the Buhari 
administration. He described 
the president as a total failure.

Mairiga said: “From the 
look of things, President Bu-
hari has betrayed the confi-
dence of the Nigerian masses 
who voted for him massively 
into power.” He said it was not 
an exaggeration that mem-
bers of many families in the 
country go to bed without at 
least one square meal, while 
others had fled their homes 
because they could no longer 
provide the basic needs of life 
for their loved ones.

According to him, there is 
nothing to show that a govern-
ment is in place, while poverty 
in the country had reached 
an unprecedented level. He 
lamented that while a bag of 
rice now sold for above N16, 
000, prices of other essential 
commodities had tripled and 
that prices of goods were ris-
ing at a time the ordinary man 
did not have money to make a 
living. He noted that Nigerians 
were in the worst condition 
that needed urgent attention. 

Paul Andrew, an entre-
preneur and chairman of the 
Advisory Board of the African 
Wealth Report (AWR), told 
BDSUNDAY that government’s 
approach to governance has 
killed the economy.

“As I talk to you, no one 
is investing in this economy 
from abroad; FDI is being 
slowed because, the present 
government has not created 
the enabling environment 
to attract them. They have 
killed the investment spirit 
in Nigeria. They keep inves-
tors out because most foreign 
investors feel Nigeria is still a 
risk,” Andrew said. 

According to him, “All that 
the current government is talk-
ing about is anti-corruption; 
so let government finish with 
that. You want to clean up the 
society? Fine; you have our sup-
port; so that when I am dealing 
with a Nigerian, I know that I 
am dealing with a true Nige-
rian, but that is a 10-year vision 
plan. So, investors’ appetite is 
completely gone.”

Apparently jolted by the 
quantum of bashings and what 
seem like a loss of confidence 
vote in the administration, Bu-
hari decided to seek emergency 
powers from the National As-
sembly to “push his planned 
stimulus for the economy.”

According to reports, the 
objectives of the action-plan 
on the economy, which is in 
recession, include sharing up 
the value of naira, creation of 
more jobs, boosting of foreign 
reserves, reviving the manu-
facturing sector and improving 
power”. The decision to seek 
emergency powers for the 
president is said to be a brain-
child of the Vice President 
Yemi Osinbajo-led economic 
team.

Analysts say that the panic 
measures that government is 
proposing may further jeopar-
dize the country as according 
to them, the APC government 
wasted too much time and 
failed to beat the iron into 
shape when it was still red hot.

The observers also ex-
pressed pessimism that the 
strained relation between the 
Executive and Legislative arms 
of government could hamper 
the President’s requests, as 
according to them, the Na-
tional Assembly may not be 
well disposed to granting such 
“sweeping” request.

“I don’t see the National 
Assembly acceding to that 
Presidential request. It may be 
considered an affront. If such 
requests are granted, the Presi-
dent may be tempted to return 
to his days of dictatorship, un-
consciously. But whether the 
request is granted or not, one 
thing excites me in the whole 
thing. It means that the man 
is now feeling the heat; he ap-
pears to be under intense pres-
sure and I am happy for that,” 
said an analyst who craved 
anonymity.
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T
he decision of President 
Muhammadu Buhari to 
seek emergency pow-
ers from the National 
Assembly to stimulate 

the economy has elicited mixed 
reactions from senators.

While some federal lawmakers 
say it would fast- track Nigeria’s 
“deliverance” out of recession, oth-
ers say it would give the President 
the status of a dictator.

To proponents of the bill, eco-
nomic recession is biting hard on 
Nigerians and no sacrifice is too 
much for them to get the country 
out of it. However, opponents say 
the proposal, if granted, will not 
only whittle down the powers of 
the National Assembly but also 
erode the principles of checks and 
balances and transform the Presi-
dent into a dictator.

Media reports last week say 
the President planned to seek 
emergency powers from the Na-
tional Assembly to stimulate the 
economy. 

According to the report, the 
objectives of the Emergency 
Economy Stabilisation Bill 2016, 
which will be sent to the National 
Assembly by the president upon 
resumption from its annual recess 

and a week after the Eid-el-Kabir 
holidays, will include shoring up 
the value of the naira, job creation, 
boosting foreign exchange re-
serves, reviving the manufactur-
ing sector and improving power 
supply.

Specifically, senators are ex-
pected to resume on September 20.

As provided in the proposal, 
the executive will be asking for 
the President to be given sweeping 
powers to set aside some extant 
laws and use executive orders to 
roll out an economic recovery 
package within the next one year.

Among others, the bill also 
seeks to empower Buhari to: 
abridge the procurement process to 
support stimulus spending on criti-
cal sectors of the economy; make 
orders to favour local contrac-
tors/suppliers in contract awards; 
abridge the process of sale or lease 
of government assets to generate 
revenue; allow virement of budget-
ary allocation to projects that are 
urgent, without going back to the 
National Assembly; amend certain 
laws, such as the Universal Basic 
Education Commission (UBEC) Act, 
so that states that cannot access 
their cash trapped in the accounts 
of the commission because they 
cannot meet the counterpart 
funding, can do so; and embark on 
radical reforms in visa issuance at 
Nigeria’s consular offices and on ar-
rival in the country and to compel 
some agencies of government like 
the Corporate Affairs Commission 
(CAC), the National Agency for 
Foods Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC) and others to improve 
on their turn around operation 
time for the benefit of business.

On the other hand, the proposal 
of the economic team is at variance 

with that of National Assembly 
Business Environment Round-
table, which identified 54 extant 
laws that must be reviewed by 
the National Assembly in line with 
international best practices and 
open up the economy for private 
investments and business.

Nigeria is ranked 167 out of 189 
countries in the World Bank Ease 
of Doing Business Report.

In February this year, a team 
of experts under the auspices of 
Department For International 
Development (DFID), specifically 
called for urgent legislative inter-
vention on 15 major economic 
reform bills and seven business 
environment bills.

Some of these bills have since 
entered the dockets of the Sen-
ate and are at various stages of 
consideration even as some have 
been passed. 

The bills are: Federal Competi-
tion and Consumer Protection 
Bill, Federal Roads Authority Bill, 
Electronic Transaction bill, Debt 
Recovery and Insolvency bill, Ni-
geria Railway Act (Amendment) 
bill, National Inland Waterways 
Authority Bill, National Roads 
Funds Bill,  Public Procurement 
Act (Amendment) Bill, Petroleum 
Industry Bill, National Transport 
Commission Bill, Nigerian Ports 
and Harbours Authority Bill, Ni-
geria Postal Commission Bill and 
Nigeria Railway Authority Bill.

In this regard, bills already 
passed by the upper legislative 
chamber include the Electronic 
Transaction bill, Debt Recovery 
and Insolvency bill, Nigeria Rail-
way Act (Amendment) Bill and 
Public Procurement Act (Amend-
ment) Bill.

The following questions beg for 

answers: Does Mr. President really 
need emergency powers to fix the 
economy? Is he saying that the 
1999 Constitution (as amended) 
slows down the growth of the 
Nigerian economy? Is he aware 
that the Public Procurement Act, 
which was recently amended 
by the Senate, has corrected the 
anomalies he is seeking to rectify 
in his proposal? Does the Presi-
dent understand the principles of 
checks and balances in a democ-
racy? Will his proposal not make 
it easier for political contractors to 
abandon projects when 50percent 
of contracts sums have been paid 
to them? Do we need emergency 
power to issue directives to for-
eign embassies on new entry visa 
policy?

Truth is: the President does not 
need sweeping powers to turn 
around the economy. What is 
needed is sound economic poli-
cies, while the Presidency tasks 
the National Assembly to expedite 
legislative action to repeal the ex-
tant laws proposed by the National 
Assembly Business Environment 
Roundtable.

Meanwhile, two senators will 
slug it out in the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) governorship pri-
maries in Ondo State, scheduled 
for Wednesday, 31 August, 2016.

Tayo Alasoadura (APC, Ondo 
Central), chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Petroleum Upstream 
and his counterpart in Science 
and Technology Ajayi Boroffice 
(APC, Ondo North), will contest 
the primaries alongside 21 other 
governorship aspirants.

But the odds are against the two 
senators. For Alasoadura, leaders 
of the party are against his choice 
as the party’s standard bearer be-

cause he remains a strong ally of 
the Senate President Bukola Saraki. 
The first timer who was rewarded 
with a juicy position has been at 
loggerheads with the National 
Leader of the party Bola Tinubu 
for working against the interest of 
the party’s South-West leadership. 
Due to his perceived disloyalty to 
party instructions, the National 
Leader sent him out of a political 
meeting in 2015.

In the same token, the grouse of 
APC leadership against Boroffice - a 
ranking senator - is that he can’t 
be trusted. His opponents hinge 
their argument on the fact that he 
was brought into politics by Ondo 
State Governor Olusegun Mimiko, 
before he dumped the party under 
which platform he was elected - 
Labour Party - and pitched his tent 
with the then Action Congress of 
Nigeria, now APC. His critics be-
lieve a loyal party member would 
not bite the fingers that feed him 
and that if he abandons the politi-
cian that brought him to politics, 
party leaders like Tinubu won’t be 
an exemption.

As the economic recession bites 
harder on Nigerians, some social 
media enthusiasts have not relent-
ed in their quest to ease the tension. 
A thread that went viral last week 
on the social media revealed that 
the names of President Muham-
madu Buhari, Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo and Senate President 
Bukola Saraki are now associated 
with the services of tea vendors, 
popularly called ‘Mai Shai’.

According to the post, ‘Bu-
hari Mixture’ means tea without 
milk and small bread; ‘Buhari and 
Osinbajo’ depicts groundnut and 
garri without sugar, while ‘Bukola’ 
means addition of sugar.

Emergency powers and recession palaver

R
emember your 
Creator in the days 
of your youth, 
before the days of 

trouble come and the years 
approach when you will say, I 
find no pleasure in them,” -says 
the Preacher in Ecclesiastes 
chapter Twelve verse One. I’m 
pretty sure that the extension 
of the resumption date from 
12th September to 20th Sep-
tember 2016 will bring a sort 
of relief to those in the heat 
of the grievous allegations on 
2016 Budget padding. But they 
should never forget how time 
flies. They should not forget 
the age-long saying: “Tick says 
the clock; tick, tick, what you 
have to do, do quick”. I gathered 
that the most troubled lawmak-
ers have relocated overseas as 
usual to fine-tune their plans 
on how to quash the case, since 
there’s no conducive environ-
ment within Nigeria where 
they can actualise their plans 
without it leaking! Whatever 
they consider rationale, Nigeri-
ans are at the receiving end of 
their actions and inactions. At 
least, they are the major benefi-
ciaries of all the revenues from 
various taxes paid by the low 
and high within the society!

Without fear or favour, our 
leaders for once should be held 
accountable to the public for 
us to get it right in sanitizing 
the system and rebuilding this 
country. Fighting corruption is 
foundational, as anything short 
of this will further destroy 
the system. Nobody seems to 
believe in the system because 
it’s all about ‘National Cake’.

Looking at the next phase 
of the lingering crisis, I foresee 
a replica of Police barricade of 
the National Assembly en-
trance as it happened in the 
days of Speaker Aminu Tambu-
wal (now Governor of Sokoto 
State) who was joined by large 
number of loyalist lawmak-
ers from both APC and PDP 
to scale the main gate of the 
National Assembly complex to 
salvage democracy from being 
hijacked by the power that be! 
But in this case, the scenario 
that may play out will be differ-
ent! It’s becoming so clear that 
most of the beneficiaries of the 
chairmanship of various stand-
ing committees of the House 
are already in dilemma of who 
to take side with. One of the 
reasons why most people fail 
to stand out and take position 
among them is simply because 

of the uncertainty over where 
the pendulum will swing 
to! Some of them have been 
pondering over what is at stake 
to grab from both warring 
parties? What does Abdulmu-
min Jibrin to offer and what 
additional benefit awaits them 
if Speaker Yakubu Dogara 
eventually scales the hurdles? 
For me, the concern is about 
what the future holds for the 
citizenry. I keep asking when 
will Nigeria become a better 
place to live for all of us?

I was privileged to visit one 
of the Research Institutes in 
Minna, Niger State where I 
saw and toured highly indus-
trialised government-owned 
agency. I wondered how 
deserted the facilities are and 
the losses of huge investments 
tied down in the locality. I’m 
talking about an organisation 
that has the capacity to train 
thousands of youths in over 15 
skills (of human interest) that 
could transform Nigeria. If a 
percentage of the N6.06 trillion 
budget for 2016 fiscal year is 
channeled into the Institute 
and managed effectively, then, 
everybody will heave a sigh of 
relief and we can certainly say 
we are set for industrialization. 

There were competent profes-
sionals on ground who just 
wait till the end of the month 
to get paid for doing nothing. 
That provocation informed 
my position that the present 
administration is merely play-
ing to the gallery on most of the 
policies and programmes reeled 
out.

If you want to fight corrup-
tion or industrialize, you need 
not to put new structures on 
ground. Rather lubricate the 
existing infrastructure and give 
marching orders to the person-
nel on payroll to deliver their 
mandates. There should be link 
between the research insti-
tutes and market as well for 
the prospective investors and 
end-users to get their products 
and services. The N100 billion 
allegedly padded into the 2016 
budget and other monies as 
well as recovered stolen public 
funds can be redirected into 
these agencies. Nigeria has the 
market to procure all the pro-
duces, so there’s no justification 
for the ground-standing of the 
economy for crying out loud!

We need no new laws 
because all the existing laws 
are not being implemented. We 
only need committed persons 

who will put the national 
interest above selfish interest 
and will be rewarded by the 
system. Unfortunately, most of 
the people in places of author-
ity never meant well for this 
country except when they 
have personal gains.

Knowing the failure of the 
system we live in, by now we 
should put strict measures 
in place to ensure that most 
projects rolled out in the 2016 
Appropriations budget are im-
plemented and whosoever fails 
to deliver and justify value for 
the monies paid for should be 
stripped of all ill-gotten wealth, 
prosecute within a short period 
and shown the way to jail.

I weep for my fatherland
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A
t an ele ctrical 
appliances shop 
at Alaba Inter-
national Market 
in Lagos, David 

Adewale, an undergraduate 
student of Lagos State Universi-
ty (LASU), stares confusedly at 
the two branded electric irons 
in his hands. Same brand, same 
look, same size, same weight, 
but different prices.

“Oga, abeg which of the two 
is original? I want original,” 
Adewale says.

“Two of them are okay, they 
work very well. But if you want 
the original, that one is N5,000,” 
replies the shop owner, who 
goes into his shop and comes 
out with another iron of the 
same brand with exactly the 
same look as the first two.

“Is this one original?” Ad-
ewale asks.

“Oga, this one is original. 
Check the weight and check 
the weight of the other two.”

Adewale shakes his head in 
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er or not to believe the shop 
owner.

Several years of market 
raids, seizure and destruction 
of c ounterfeit pro ducts by 
relevant government agen-
cies have failed to rid Nigerian 
markets of substandard, fake or 
cloned products.

In international trade, sub-
standard products are goods 
which do not meet the expected 
or set standards. Faking, on the 
other hand, implies making or 
producing a product prototype, 
making it difficult for consum-
ers to decipher the difference. 
Cloning occurs when an exact 
copy of a product is pushed into 
the market with all the details 
of the original product found 
on the imitated product.

Despite the best efforts of 
Standards Organisation of Ni-
geria (SON), National Agency 
for Food and Drug Administra-
tion and Control (NAFDAC), 
Weights and Measures, and 
other related agencies, Nigerian 
markets are still brimming with 
a wide range of counterfeit 

products.
At an event in Abuja last 

March, where he was honoured 
by Concerned Citizens Parlia-
ment, Joseph Odumodu, im-
mediate past director-general 
of SON, said the agency during 
his tenure destroyed goods 
worth N10 billion in five years 
(2011-2016) and reduced the 
level of substandard goods 
in the country from over 85 
percent to between 25 percent 
and 40 percent within the 
same period. He added that 
he accredited SON’s food and 
technology labs, attracted N20 
billion by sanitising the cables 
industry, and create d over 
30,000 jobs through effective 
regulation of galvanised roof-
ing sheets industry.

Similarly, last year, NAFDAC 
said it confiscated fake drugs 
worth over $20 million in five 
separate raids in different loca-
tions in Asaba, Warri, Lagos, 
Onitsha and Jigawa.

In spite of these and many 
other efforts, however, BDSUN-
DAY findings show that the 
c ounterfeit  market is  sti l l 

booming as there is hardly any 
product in the Nigerian market 
that does not have an imita-
tion. This is more pronounced 
among fast moving consumer 
goods (FMCG).

Across major markets in Ni-
geria, whether in Kano, Lagos, 
Aba, Port Harcourt, Ibadan, 
Onitsha or elsewhere, genuine 
brands of products exist side by 
side with their imitations. There 
are fake pharmaceuticals, elec-
tronics and electrical products 
(television, CD players, cables, 
bulbs, heaters, switches, and 
other household appliances), 
motor spare parts (tyres, bat-
teries, light bulbs), computers, 
mobile phones, phone batter-
ies, chargers, edibles, alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic beverages, 
spirits, clothing and footwear, 
cosmetics, toiletries – indeed, 
everything. This is also gradu-
ally encroaching into major 
supermarkets and retail outlets.

In these markets, dealers 
are known to mix the original 
product brands, which cost 
more, with the inferior ones, 
which cost far less, with the 

intention to deceive the gullible 
consumer. Sometimes inferior 
products are sold at the price 
of the original. Regrettably, 
only the dealers are able to dif-
ferentiate the original from the 
counterfeit.

At present, Nigeria’s coun-
terfeit market is said to be 
among the highest in the world, 
given the c ountry’s demo-
graphic advantage and laxity 
of border-policing officials. It is 
a huge, lucrative industry with 
incentives for further growth, 
unfortunately.

Fake, fake everywhere
With over 80 percent of 

products in Nigeria being im-
ported, the incentive for coun-
terfeiting is clearly very huge. 
Most counterfeit products com-
ing into the country are known 
to originate from China, India, 
and Lebanon.  BDSUNDAY 
inquiries reveal that in their 
greed for higher margins, Ni-
gerian importers take samples 
of products in the country to 
China, India and other coun-
tries, produce their exact copies 
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with lower standards and ship 
into the country.

A recent research by Micah 
Mendie, a research, analy-
sis and advocacy programme 
consultant at Foundation for 
Partnership Initiatives (PIND), 
which was presented to the 
Manufacturers Association 
of Nigeria (MAN), shows that 
counterfeit products originate 
mostly from China, Turkey, 
Singapore, Thailand, India, Mo-
rocco, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Pakistan and Egypt. The 
research, titled ‘Advocacy on 
Counterfeiting and Smuggling 
of Prohibited Items in Nige-
ria’, found that counterfeiting 
goes hand in hand with smug-
gling, as most importers take 
prohibited routes to bring in 
unapproved and substandard 
products.

In February 2015, NAFDAC 
conducted a pilot study on 
tomato pastes package d in 
tins and sachets (retail packs) 
imported from China into La-
gos through Apapa and Tin-
can seaports, as well as Seme 
border and NAHCO air cargo 
terminals. At the beginning of 
the study, according to a docu-
ment obtained by BDSUNDAY, 
NAFDAC officials visited 27 
main markets and four major 
supermarkets around Lagos, 
gathered 330 samples of tomato 
pastes and submitted them for 
laboratory analysis. One of the 
focal points of the laboratory 
tests was to see whether or not 
the pastes met the 28 percent 
minimum for tomato specified 
by the CODEX Standards and 
the Nigerian Industrial Stan-
dards (NIS).

Out of 330 samples submit-
ted to the laboratory for analy-
sis, only 314 were eventually 
released. Incidentally, out of 
the 314 released, 286 of these 

tomato pastes from China, rep-
resenting 91.1 percent, were 
found unsatisfactory in terms 
of tomato content. Only 28 
returned satisfactory, even 
though both satisfactory and 
unsatisfactory tomato pastes 
had the same red colour.

The red colour in most of 
the tomato pastes indicates 
an addition of colour, which 
is prohibited, dangerous to 
health and shows that Chinese 
companies are merely adding 
colour, rather than the raw 

material called concentrates, 
into tomato pastes imported 
into Nigeria.

As part of its findings, NAF-
DAC admitted that the food 
and safety implication and 
attendant health effects of the 
finds were alarming, pointing 
out that companies of regis-
tered tomato paste products 
from China were conniving 
with the Chinese manufac-
turers to dump substandard 
products on unsuspecting Ni-
gerian consumers. According 

to health experts, such an addi-
tion of colour can cause cancer, 
kidney diseases, organ failures 
and diabetes, among other ter-
minal diseases.

In the area of pharmaceu-
ticals, many lives have been 
lost to ingestion of counterfeit 
drugs. Increasingly, many of 
the drugs shipped into the 
country have no real use to 
those who take them.

The menace is wide-ranging, 
from vaccines and antibiotics to 
anti-malarial, anti-diabetic and 
anti-cholesterol medication. 
As at 2013, more than two-
thirds of malaria medicine in 
Nigeria were said to be fake or 
substandard. And it is impos-
sible to know except through 
laboratory tests.

Counterfeit drugs may con-
tain less or none of the stated 
active ingredients. Sometimes 
hazardous adulterants are 
used to substitute the active 
ingredients,  at other times 
counterfeit drugs are sold with 
a false brand name. Some cap-
sules have been found to be 
stuffed with sawdust, while 
some tablets have also been 
found to c ontain ordinary 
chalk. Sometimes expired drugs 
are remarked with false dates 
to deceive the consumer. The 
result is the obvious inefficacy 
of these drugs in addition to 
the hazards to human life 
caused by potentially harmful 
or completely ineffective fake 
drugs. In 1989, for instance, 
over 150 children were said to 
have died in Nigeria due to di-
ethylene glycol present in fake 
Paracetamol syrup.

The considerable difference 
between the cost of manufac-
turing counterfeit medication 
and price counterfeiters charge 
is a lucrative incentive, accord-
ing to one report.

“With the crackdown on 
illegal narcotics, drug barons 
have redirected their resources 
to manufacturing counterfeit 
medical products because it is 
more lucrative and less risky,” 
Paul Orhii, erstwhile NAFDAC 
director general, told BBC News 
in Lagos in 2013.

Alaba International Market, 
easily the biggest electronics 
market in Nigeria, appears to be 
the headquarters of counterfeit 
electronics/electrical products 
in the country. BDSUNDAY 
investigation shows that a large 
chunk of products sold at Alaba 
are fake. As a result, many La-
gosians with the wherewithal 
prefer to buy their electronic 
gadgets at major dealer outlets 
rather than go to Alaba.

But apart from the inter-
national dimension, the local 

dimension to counterfeiting 
is equally huge. At a coatings 
show held in Lagos recently, 
Rotimi Aluko, chairman, Paints 
Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria (PMA), lamented the 
rate at which products of local 
makers of paints are now being 
produced at people’s backyards.

“People are faking and adul-
terating our products. They are 
neither known to the taxpayer 
nor the regulatory body. For 
you to live up to standards 
as manufacturers, you must 
invest in technology, quality 
manpower and in your pro-
cesses. But these people do not 
care,” said Aluko, who is also 
the managing director of Voda 
Paints.

Only in March, BDSUNDAY 
undercover investigation re-
vealed massive production of 
fake liquors, lager beers and 
soft drinks, re-bagging and 
rebranding of low quality rice 
in bags of high quality ones, 
among other related crimes 
across markets in Edo State, 
prominently Benin Metropoli-
tan City as well as some adjoin-
ing communities and markets, 
including Okada, Government 
Reservation Area (GRA), New 
Benin, Oregbeni Market (Ik-
poba Hill), Mission Road and 
Forestry.

Among products being faked 
include Hennessy, Black and 
Red Labels, Jack Daniels, Ori-
jin, McDowell’s, Coca-Cola in 
plastic bottle, Five Alive and 
many local juices, with perpe-
trators working in cahoots with 
bar owners from whom they 
get used bottles of expensive 
brands.

Also in July, BDSUNDAY re-
ported how dubious rice sellers 
at Daleko, a popular rice market 
in Mushin, Lagos, and other 
markets in the country were 
repackaging low quality rice 
in bags of high quality brands 
and selling same to consumers.

Fake sausage rolls seem to 
be the latest addition in the 
counterfeit market. Just re-
cently, BDSUNDAY discovered 
some sausage rolls being sold 
at different retail shops and in 
traffic across Lagos without any 
expiry date, manufacturing or 
batch numbers, contrary to 
NAFDAC’s regulation. Unfor-
tunately, many Nigerian con-
sumers are not in the habit of 
checking for dates on products 
before consumption.

Our further checks at dif-
ferent retail shops across Lagos 
metropolis, particularly around 
Ikeja, Oshodi, Gbagada, Abule 
Egba and Victoria Island, show 

Hameed Ibrahim Ali, CG, Customs
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that while some retail shops 
mix the sausages that have 
no dates with the ones that 
do, many sell sausages that 
have long expired. ‘Gala’, pro-
duced by UAC Food Limited, 
and ‘Beefie’, a product of Chi 
Limited, seem to be the major 
targets of these fakers.

Piracy as a form of coun-
terfeiting

In the creative industry, pi-
racy is a big issue. It is an open 
secret that pirates sell more 
copies of home videos and mu-
sic discs than the artistes who 
produced them or their dis-
tributors. Same could be said of 
books. Again, the headquarters 
of piracy is Alaba International 
Market, Lagos.

Gab Okoye, a front-line Nol-
lywood filmmaker and content 
distributor, regards piracy as 
intellectual terrorism which 
is costing intellectual property 
owners a lot of money and re-
sources while some of them are 
migrating to countries where 
piracy is checkmated or where 
there are some sort of deterrent 
measures against pirates.

“We produce some of the 
b est c ontent in the world, 
but here, pirates will take up 
a movie that you have not re-
leased or that is in cinema and 
release it into the market in the 
full glare of the security forces 
or the regulatory bodies, and 
nobody does anything,” he told 
BDSUNDAY in an interview.

“You are aware of the chal-
lenges faced by Yewande Sa-
diku with ‘Half of a Yellow 
Sun’; it was released by pirates. 
Ay’s ‘30 Days in Atlanta’, Kunle 
Afolayan’s ‘October 1’ – all 
these movies were released by 
pirates. While the owners were 
still planning how to release 
them, the movies were all over 
the streets,” he said.

Economic impact
Apart from the obvious 

health implications of using or 
consuming fake products, the 
economic impact is huge. Pri-
marily, a buyer of a fake prod-
uct which turns out ineffective 
has lost his or her investment in 
the product. Again, fake electri-
cal products, especially cables 
and switches, have set many 
homes ablaze in the past, lead-
ing to loss of lives and property.

But on a bigger scale, im-
portation of counterfeits into 
Nigeria has shut down many 

firms operating in the coun-
try, creating unemployment, 
market distortion, and falling 
production capacity.

During an anti-counterfeit 
conference in Abuja in 2014, 
Odumodu, who was then direc-
tor-general of SON, highlighted 
the danger of counterfeiting.

“Counterfeit destroys the 
economy. Counterfeit is like 
termite, it eats up the founda-
tion of the house. Before one 
knows what is happening, the 
house is brought down to the 
foundation,” he told an online 
news medium in an interview.

Mendie, in the course of the 
research mentioned earlier, 
interviewed a textile manu-
facturer in Kano, who said his 
company had lost $80,000 to 
product counterfeit and smug-
gling of prohibited knitting 
yarn. Other manufacturers 
interviewed by Mendie agreed 
that counterfeiting has done 
more harm to them and the 
country than good.

But apart from imported 
goods, Nigeria’s export prod-
ucts are also victims of coun-
terfeiting, particularly across 
the ECOWAS region and Africa 
generally, with cloning being 
the commonest form of coun-
terfeiting.

Tunde Oyelola, chairman, 
Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria Export Group, recently 
raised an alarm over the way 
products seen as lucrative are 
cloned across Africa, saying 
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that if not checked, the trend 
could close down a number of 
exporting companies, making 
it hard for them to survive the 
hassles of the international 
market.

“The level of cloning of Nige-
rian manufactured products in 
the ECOWAS and other African 
markets is becoming alarming 
and many Nigerian manufac-
turers are losing markets to 
these counterfeited products. 
We have recorded cases where 
goods that have Nigerian trade-
marks are counterfeited in 
Asian countries and exported 
back to African market with 
the impression that the goods 
are produced in Nigeria,” said 
Oyelola, who doubles as the vice 
chairman of PZ Cussons Nigeria.

Mitigating the disaster
One major reason for the 

proliferation of fake products 
in Nigeria is greed, and both im-
porters and officials of govern-
ment agencies (Customs, NAF-
DAC, SON, etc) are complicit 
in this. For instance, following 
the alarming discovery that 
majority of retail-pack tomato 
pastes imported into Nigeria 
from China do not meet the 
required standard, NAFDAC 
recommended a suspension of 
these products while importers 
of the few brands of retail-pack 
tomato pastes should be sub-
jected to comprehensive Good 
Manufacturing Practice (GMP) 
reassessment before decisions 
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would be taken and that all 
other importers should change 
manufacturing source until 
measures were taken to mini-
mise dumping of substandard 
products from China.

However, according to Eric 
Umeofia, CEO of Erisco Foods 
Limited, NAFDAC has refused 
to take any action on this mat-
ter, even as counterfeit food 
products coming into Nigeria 
have continued to cause deaths.

Another is poverty. Many 
Nigerian consumers, because 
of their low purchasing power, 
would rather buy the cheaper 
version of a product which they 
can afford, even if they are cer-
tain they are fake, than spend 
more on the original, quality 
product which costs more.

“What we must do as a peo-
ple is to reject counterfeit prod-
ucts in every form. The more 
people continue to buy coun-
terfeit products, the more they 
would continue to thrive,” said 
Odumodu in a 2014 interview.

“The challenge is that the av-
erage Nigerian is impoverished. 
So, even when people know 
that a product is a counterfeit, 
they still buy them,” he said.

He also blamed the menace 
on weak regulatory framework, 
p orous b orders,  ignoranc e 
among consumers, high level 
of corruption, among others.

“The penalties for offences 
stipulated in the existing laws 
app ear to b e inc entives to 
criminal activities, rather than 

a deterrent. The highest fine for 
bringing fake and counterfeit 
goods into the country is about 
N50,000. What this means is 
that a criminal who knows he is 
bringing into the country coun-
terfeit products, and knows 
how much he is likely to make 
from the business, would prefer 
to do the bad thing and keep his 
fine of N50,000 in his pocket in 
case he is caught,” he said.

Raphael Nwaenigwe, MD of 
Continental Integrated Farms 
Limited, says the often-ignored 
Copyright and Property Law 
need to be effective to protect 
talents and innovations.

In order to check drug coun-
terfeiting, drug manufacturers 
and distributors are increasingly 
investing in countermeasures, 
such as traceability and authen-
tication technologies. More and 
more packs of medicine pro-
duced by pharmaceutical com-
panies contain small strip similar 
to the scratch panel found on 
mobile phone recharge cards.

All of this are in tandem 
with Mendies’ study, which 
shows that there is a need to 
strengthen existing laws and 
framework while reducing 
bureaucracy in the prosecution 
of offenders, adding that coun-
terfeiting happening across 
the border cannot be checked 
unless the Nigeria Customs 
acquire and deploy appropriate 
technology that can enhance 
effective border surveillance 
and monitoring.

Continued from page 17



I
n advanced econo-
mies, the mortgage 
industry makes 
significant contribu-

tion to economic devel-
opment. In Nigeria, this 
is not the case because 
mortgage finance as 
a percentage of Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) 
till date is as low as 0.5 
percent which is sev-
eral steps behind other 
emerging markets includ-
ing Mexico, Malaysia 
and South Africa where 
mortgage contributions 
to GDP are as high as 10 
percent, 25 percent and 
29 percent, respectively.

Industry operators in-
sist that mortgage has all 
the potential to stimulate 
the economy, point-
ing out however, that 
obstacles to the growth of 
the industry have to be 
tackled.

According to them, the 
relative ‘newness’ of the 

CHUKA UROKO er the PMBs more.
Some argue that the 

country needs more 
PMBs established and 
are proposing about 40 in 
each state of the federa-
tion. Meckson Innocent 
Okoro, an estate manager, 
explains this is to discour-
age the concentration of 
these institutions only 
in urban centres. “When 
this is done, access to 
housing finance will be 
increased; the PMBs must 
be positioned to champion 
the whole issue of afford-
able or social housing for 
the low income earners 
in the country. Anything 
the country wants to 
do without a functional 
mortgage system that can 
guarantee homeowner-
ship for a good number of 
people will not succeed”, 
he posited.

Continuing, he says, 
“we are talking about 
housing which is capital 
intensive and so must 
have capable institutions 
to finance it”.

sector; lack of under-
standing of the dynamics 
and operational models 
of the sector by many 
Nigerians, and poor ap-
preciation of the need 
and the ultimate benefit 
of keeping money in a 
mortgage bank are some 
of the militating factors.

Government, they say, 
can benefit a lot from 
a flourishing mortgage 
banking sector as it will 
help in regulating the 
economy in the desired 
direction.

Presently, the Federal 
Government is talking 
about diversification of 
the economy to steer it 
away from the current 
challenges, but atten-
tion doesn’t seem to be 
paid in the direction of 
the mortgage sector. If 
government really wants 
to stimulate the economy, 
it can reduce the inter-
est rate and, all things 
being equal, more people 
will embrace loan for 
mortgage to buy houses, 

leading to increased 
activities in the construc-
tion sector.

Because of the iden-
tified obstacles, many 
primary mortgage banks 
(PMBs) are going through 
very difficult times, such 
that some are still unable 
to meet up with the kind 
of capital requirements in 
this sector.

“If government pays 
a closer attention to the 
PMBs by removing some 
of the obstacles that they 
have such as the draw-
backs of the Land Use Act 
of 1978 which essentially 
vests land ownership in 
the hands of the state 
governors; the right to 
easily foreclose on delin-
quent borrowers, ease of 
creating a legal mortgage 
and perfecting titles and 
the ease of falling back on 
their collateral to recover 
bad loan etc, this sector 
will surely improve tre-
mendously”, a mortgage 
operator told BDSUNDAY 
recently.

The operator who did 
not want to be named, in-
sisted that until all these 
issues are resolved in a 
way that encourages the 
provider of capital, in this 
case the mortgage bank, 
the sector will not grow 
as desired and he hopes 
that when these obstacles 
are removed, the supplier 
of mortgage will allocate 
more funds towards the 
provision of home loans 
while home buyers will 
better appreciate the 
implication of prompt in-
terest and capital repay-
ments as well as ensure 
discipline on the part of 
the people.

Okika Ekwem, a US-
based realtor, affirms that 
the poor capital base of 
the PMBs is inadequate. 
He however, dismissed the 
idea of a fixed capital base 
for mortgage institutions.

“Saying that a mort-
gage institution should 
have a fixed base of, say 
N10 billion, is wrong be-
cause that amount is too 

meager; even N100 bil-
lion is also meager given 
the kind of projects they 
are to finance. The fed-
eral government needs 
to come in, look at what 
is happening in other 
civilized world and copy. 
These days, copying is no 
longer an act of deception 
but actually something 
that is done even in the 
civilised world”, he said.

 In the civilised world, 
according to him, there 
is secondary market 
for real estate financing 
where commercial banks 
or individual brokerage 
banks lend money to 
people and thereafter sell 
the securitised certificate 
to the secondary market 
and come back again to 
lend to individuals.

Experts say that 
mortgage sector growth 
is possible if the Federal 
Mortgage Bank of Nigeria 
(FMBN) plays the role of 
a regulator while the fed-
eral government, through 
the CBN, should empow-
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A
nyone whose 
knowledge of 
Nigerian his-
tory is even 
as little as a 

mustard seed could guess 
correctly the origin of the 
title of this piece. It was 
Obafemi Awolowo, the 
late premier of Western 
Nigeria, who made the 
famous statement that 
“Nigeria is not a nation. 
It is a mere geographical 
expression.”

That statement, uttered 
in 1947, has proved to be 
prophetic. Today, nearly 
70 years after it was first 
uttered, Nigeria has yet to 
attain nationhood and has, 
therefore, remained a mere 
geographical expression. 
There is neither coher-
ence nor cohesion. By the 
same token, ‘One Nigeria’, 
a phrase many a Nigerian 

One Nigeria is a mere 
verbal expression

political opportunist – I 
detest to address them as 
leaders because leadership 
entails higher ideals which 
they do not possess – likes 
to bandy when it is conve-
nient, has also remained a 
mere verbal expression.

To begin with, it’s any 
easy thing to profess ‘One 
Nigeria’; to live it or work 
towards a truly one Nige-
ria is an entirely different 
matter. As they say, talk is 
cheap; walking the talk is 
where the job lies.

Many who so liber-
ally profess ‘One Nigeria’, 
politicians as well as their 
cohorts, do so with their 
tongue in their cheek. 
They do not believe in 
it. Let the occasion call 
for it and you see them 
unabashedly display their 
ethnic biases.

That is why you find 
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that no one is actually 
building the Nigerian na-
tion, least of all the current 
administration of Muham-
madu Buhari, who pon-
tificated on his ethnic/
regional neutrality in his 
inaugural speech: ‘I belong 
to everyone and I belong 
to no one’. (Even that line 
was alleged to have been 
plagiarised). But now we 
know better. Indeed, we 
now know, and we have 
seen it in action, that the 
part of the country that 
gave President Buhari 97 
percent votes cannot be 
treated the same way as 
the section that gave him 
a paltry 5 percent. And by 
the president’s own admis-
sion, that’s only fair. After 
all, a labourer deserves his 
wages; even the Holy Bible 
says so. And considering 
his inability so far to man-

age the economy, we can at 
least make do with his ‘97 
percent/5 percent’ legacy. 
As they say in Warri, at all 
at all na witch.

That’s also why I don’t 
believe all the balderdash 
about detribalised Nigeri-
ans. See, no Nigerian is de-
tribalised, not even those 
born in the comfort of Eu-
rope and America, though 
some are more tribalistic 
than others. But, funda-
mentally, we all think like 
Master in Chimamanda 
Adichie’s Half of a Yellow 
Sun, who says, “...the only 
authentic identity for the 
African is the tribe...I am 
Nigerian because a white 
man created Nigeria and 
gave me that identity. I am 
black because the white 
man constructed black to 
be as different as possible 
from his white. But I was 
Igbo before the white man 
came.”

Bad as this may be, the 
main reason for it is the 
absence of a unifying fac-
tor. There is no Nigerian 
Dream that every Nigerian 
can identify with and rally 
around. Not even our so-
called nationalists worked 
for ‘One Nigeria’. While 
wearing the toga of nation-
alists, they were in truth 
pseudo nationalists who 
played the ethnic card 
whenever it suited their 
whims and caprices. We 
are where we are today 
because those before us 

left no good examples for 
us to copy.   

In a speech to the NCNC 
caucus on May 12, 1953 in 
Yaba, Lagos, in which he 
urged the North to recon-
sider their stand on se-
cession, Nnamdi Azikiwe 
talked about our “indissol-
uble union which nature 
has formed” between the 
North and South.

“In my personal opin-
ion, there is no sense in 
the North breaking away 
or the East or the West 
breaking away; it would 
be better if all the regions 
would address themselves 
to the task of crystallising 
common nationality ir-
respective of the extrane-
ous influences at work. 
What history has joined 
together, let no man put 
asunder,” he said.

But Azikiwe played the 
ethnic card against Eyo 
Ita in Enugu when it was 
convenient. That was after 
Awolowo had also played 
the ethnic card against 
Azikiwe in Western Nige-
ria. Ahmadu Bello never 
believed we could “forget 
our differences”.

Between 1967 and 1970, 
a war was fought pur-
portedly to keep Nigeria 
one, wasting the lives of 
over three million of our 
compatriots. But post war, 
who fought to unite the 
country, to reintegrate 
the secessionist elements 
back into the mainstream? 

None. We acted, and still 
act, like a mother who just 
sat and watched her child 
die of hunger believing the 
hunger would suddenly 
magically disappear. No 
one cared to enquire, to go 
to the root of the matter, to 
understand the immediate 
and remote causes of the 
war and tackle them. Like 
a quack doctor, we ignored 
the patient’s medical his-
tory, left the causal factors 
of the illness and treated 
the symptoms instead, 
making full recovery im-
possible. Now the illness 
has become a recurring 
decimal.

Even now, I doubt if 
we have learnt our lesson, 
in spite of the constant 
reminders in the form 
of NDAvengers, MEND, 
IPOB, MOSOP, MASSOB, 
OPC, etc and the deafening 
calls for restructuring.

So, in my view, ‘One 
Nigeria’ is much like ‘One 
North’, a clearly opportu-
nistic concept. It’s like the 
‘independent’ in Indepen-
dent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC). Even 
a disinterested passer-by 
knows that ‘independence’ 
is not one of the attributes 
of the nation’s electoral 
body, which, by the way, 
has demonstrated gross 
ineptitude since the exit, 
last year, of Attahiru Jega, 
through its inability to 
successfully conclude any 
election.

Stimulating economy through 
functional mortgage system
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I
n a March 2016 interview on Al 
Jazeera news channel, Martine 
Dennis took up President Mu-
hammadu Buhari on the alleged 
indiscriminate shooting of un-

armed pro-Biafran agitators by Nigerian 
soldiers and invited him to watch a video 
footage of the killings. Buhari stridently 
refused to watch and sternly declared 
that: “Looking for Biafra after two mil-
lion people were killed, they are joking 
with the security and Nigeria won’t 
tolerate Biafra”.

Shortly afterwards when militancy in 
the Niger Delta staged a comeback with 
the emergence of Niger Delta Avengers 
(NDA), Buhari’s response was that “we 
will crush them”. And when the busi-
ness community complained about the 
undue delay in appointing his ministers 
and the need for the economic and 
policy direction of the government to be 
unveiled, the president dismissed their 
stance, saying that ministers are only 
noise makers. It took him over six weeks 
to eventually make the appointments 
and he kept true to his perception that 
they are just noise makers.

The business community and Nige-
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PIUS MORDI
Mordi, a media practitioner and public af-

fairs analyst, writes from Asaba.

rians generally had expressed concern 
about the direction of the economy which 
in the absence of a discernible policy di-
rection was on a free wheel, entrepreneurs 
were fleeing in droves while potential 
investors wisely turned their interest 
elsewhere. Finally, Buhari has come to 
acknowledge that all is not well with 
Nigeria’s economy. In fact, he practically 
declared an economic emergency and 
duly sought emergency powers to tackle 
the challenges.

“The Emergency Economic Stabi-
lisation Bill 2016” is the name of the bill 
President Buhari is about to send to the 
National Assembly to be given sweeping 
powers to set aside some extant laws 
and use executive orders to role out an 
economic recovery package within the 
next 12 months. He wants the powers 
to abridge the procurement process in 
order to support stimulus spending in 
critical sectors of the economy. More 
remarkably, the bill is said to encapsulate 
a request to abridge the process of “sale or 
lease of government assets” to generate 
revenue. This carefully couched aspect 
is basically alluding to government’s 
intention to privatise public enterprises.

In the lead up to the election that 
brought the ruling All Progressive Con-
gress (APC) to power, there was no 
promise of privatisation just as the 
party worked back on the stance of one 
its critical components and leaders on 
restructuring the country. Actually, it 
is gratifying that Buhari may have seen 
some sense in not being fixated on his 
command-and-control approach to 
governance anchored on a disdain and 
suspicion of the private sector and their 

ideas of growing the economy.
By the content of the bill seeking 

sweeping emergency powers for the presi-
dent, Buhari wishes to adopt privatisation 
of public assets as part of his strategies to 
revitalise the economy and wants do so 
by circumventing the procedures on due 
process and transparency and without the 
oversight of the National Assembly. That is 
a frightening prospect.

First, as pointed out in his analysis of 
the emergency powers bill, Muhammad 
Al-Ghazali in Daily Trust stated that Presi-
dent Buhari does not need emergency 
powers to execute his game plan on reju-
venating the economy. According to him, 
the exact conditions under which it could 
exercise emergency powers unilaterally 
are embedded in Sections 39 - 43 of the 
Public Procurement Act (PPA). He stated 
that the sections provide at least three 
platforms on which the presidency could 
set aside the open competitive bidding 
system enforced by the Bureau of Public 
Enterprises (BPE).

Beside the windows available in the 
extant laws, the history of Buhari’s use of 
the enormous powers he possesses as an 
executive president raises issues of trust. 
The president has never disguised his 
disdain for the law and the judiciary and 
routinely chooses which laws or court 
orders and the constitution to respect. In 
his appointments, the only area he knew 
he could not flagrantly ignore the consti-
tution was the appointment of ministers 
where he is required to appoint at least one 
person from every state. In every other ap-
pointment, Buhari had no qualms about 
populating every other place with close 
associates and family members and has 

displayed a shocking inclination to deal 
with only people of his kin and faith.

Despite many court pronouncements 
on the enforcement of the fundamental 
rights of some people in detention, Buhari 
has unabashedly chosen to ignore the 
courts. Rather, there have been tendencies 
to hound judicial officers for challenging 
the administration’s style of arresting and 
detaining anybody deemed to have com-
mitted an offence before investigations 
can begin. The dismissal of the several 
court rulings granting bail to Nnamdi Kalu, 
leader of the IPOB, as well as similar cases 
are too fresh and glaring to ignore.

But for the overwhelming opposition 
of people to using violence against resur-
gent militancy in the Niger Delta, the army 
could have been deployed to “crush” that 
region. After all, what facet of the economy 
hurts national well being more than the 
vandalism of oil pipelines that has forced 
crude oil production down by 50 percent 
at a time that international prices have 
crashed by over 60 percent?

Emergency powers are not trivial is-
sues. They are rarely invoked and even 
then, the ambience creates a requisite 
feeling of trust and responsiveness in 
application of such powers.  By his an-
tecedents and body language, President 
Buhari cannot be trusted with sweeping 
emergency powers, not when he has 
equally effective and legal options to do 
what he wants to do. He has always done 
whatever he wanted to do anyway. This 
demand cannot diminish that. So why not 
carry on as usual? But tagging the privati-
sation of public enterprises and facilities 
into the emergency bill is too risky a game 
to play with Buhari.

C002D5556
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T
he 2016 Rio Olympics have 
come and gone, but its 
memories certainly linger 
on. For some athletes as 
well as countries, Rio 2016 

Olympics is a moment to savour for a 
long time. For instance, it was at the 
Rio games that 31 years old United 
States of America’s phenomenal 
swimmer, Michael Phelps, became 
the greatest Olympian ever. Phelps 
notched up an incredible five gold 
and one silver at the Rio game to bring 
his total medal haul to 28 over the 
course of four Olympics from Athens 
2004 to Rio 2016. Of the 28 medals 
Phelps has won, 23 are gold. Only 
37 countries have taken home more 
medals than him Olympics’ history! 
Phelps’s compatriots and Olympic 
veteran, Anthony Ervin, equally 
created Olympics record when he 
became the oldest athlete to strike 
gold at the Olympics at the age of 35 
years and 78 days.

 Similarly,  for South African 
sensational sprinter, Wayde van 
Niekerk, who smashed American 
Michael Johnson’s 17-year-old 
Olympic record in the 400 meters 

But for the consolatory “golden 
bronze medal “the U-23 Soccer 
team achieved, the country’s 

huge contingent to the 2016 Rio 
Olympic Games would have come 
back completely empty handed just as 
it did four years before at the London 
Olympics. Kudos to the hard fighting 
soccer team who stood stoutly against 
all odds but I refuse to celebrate the 
bronze medal as it would amount to 
celebrating mediocrity. In essence, 
the country’s dismal performance 
in several Olympics games says 
much about the state of affairs in 
the country: a place where nothing 
works! It is putting very mildly what 
has become the perennial shame of 
a nation in the full glare of the entire 
world. 

By several yardsticks and except 
in a few cases, performances at the 
Olympics have become an index 
of assessment of how developed a 
country is or how well organized that 
nation is within the global community. 
It is therefore no surprise that the first 
ten nations on the medals table are 
also probably the most developed 
ten nations in the world with the 
exception of a few others (which is 
an abnormally) that are missing from 
the table’s premier zone. Even when a 
nation is not so well developed but has 

Nigeria’s Rio 2016 Olympics misadventure
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A lone medal and a country 

race with a sensational time of 43.03 
seconds, Rio 2016 Olympics would 
remain a watershed.

 It is, however, for Jamaican track 
legend, Usain Bolt, that the Rio 2016 
games would remain evergreen. Since 
he burst into global reckoning courtesy 
his celebrated world record wonders in 
the 100 meters race at Beijing Olympics 
in 2008, Bolt has grown to become a 
sprint phenomenon. His Olympics 
record is, to say the least, awesome: 
three Olympics, three gold medals in 
each of the three races he competed 
for;  a world record over 100m, a world 
record over 200m, a world record in the 
sprint relay. Not only has Bolt created 
Olympic and athletics records, he has 
equally redeemed the sport from its 
numerous doping scandals.   

However, while many individuals 
and nations are still savouring the 
joy of victory at the Rio Olympics, for 
our dear nation, the story remains the 
same. When our team went to Rio, 
Nigerians had little expectation and 
were, thus, not quite disappointed 
at the outcome. Well, many have 
said that our performance at Rio 
is a step forward when compared 
to London 2012 when we won 
absolutely nothing. At least, we won 
a bronze medal at Rio, courtesy of 
the controversial U23 Men Football 
team. But then, of what substance is a 
bronze medal to a country of over 140 
million people with many hidden and 
budding sporting talents.

 While Fiji,  a country with a 
population less than that of Lagos 
won gold medal at the Rio games, 
Nigeria, the ‘giant’ of Africa, could 

only make do with a ‘golden’ bronze 
medal. It is a shame that with a 
population in excess o f 140 million, 
we couldn’t raise a formidable 
team to participate in events such 
as swimming, handball, wrestling, 
volleyball, hockey among others. 
To further reinforce the sorry state 
of sports in the country, our male 
basketball team, the Tigers, was fully 
made up of Nigerians in Diaspora. 
It was obvious at the games that our 
athletes lack the technical expertise 
required to excel at the world stage.  
Poor athletes! In as much as they 
desired to succeed at the games, it 
is evident that desires alone cannot 
bring success at that level.  

How did we travel this path of 
systematic disintegration in the 
sporting scene? How come we could 
not consolidate on past successes 
achieved in the sector? How come a 
country that used to produce world 
class athletes now parades average 
sportsmen? Where and how did we 
get it wrong?

Like it is the case in other sectors, 
our passage to extinction in the 
sporting field did not just begin in a 
day. It started when we decided to 
allow sporting facilities across the 
country to waste away. The National 
Stadium, Surulere, Lagos which 
once used to be the symbol of the 
country’s sporting excellence, is today 
in a very sorry state . The Obafemi 
Awolowo Stadium, Ibadan, has also 
lost its glory to years of neglect. This 
depressing tale is not different across 
the country. The result is the waning 
status of sports in the country as 

our athletes no longer have access 
to required training facilities. This is 
why, in recent times, some of our most 
talented athletes opt to represent 
other countries where access to 
world-class facilities is limitless.  
At the London 2012 Olympics, 
for instance, sixteen medals were 
won by Nigerians who represented 
other countries. How do you raise a 
generation of new athletes without 
creating the enabling environment?  
That is the tragedy that has befallen 
the country’s sporting prospect. 

The unenviable state of sports in 
the country is further aggravated 
by the attitude of successive federal 
governments to sports, especially in 
the last fifteen years when we have 
had over thirteen Sports Ministers 
when South Africa has had only 
one in the past eight years. The 
situation is not helped by the calibre 
of personalities that have been 
Sports Ministers as it is obvious most 
of them are not really passionate 
about sports. To most of them, the 
position is just another platform to 
feather their political nests. How 
wrong! Sport is a passionate project. 
It is something that comes from 
the heart. It can only thrive in an 
environment where it is being driven 
by professional, competent and 
passionate administrators.

The continual neglect of sports 
in the grassroots is equally a strong 
factor in the abysmal state of sports in 
the country today. All over the world, 
the bulk of those who take to sports 
are grassroots people who see sports 
as a possible way of escape from the 

ravaging grip of poverty. Ajegunle, a 
prominent Lagos masses suburb, is 
renowned to be a famous breeding 
ground of potential athletes in the 
country. A reasonable number of 
Nigerian most successful sporting 
individuals were discovered in 
Ajegunle. You can imagine how many 
Ajegunles exist across the country 
with many budding talents wasting 
away.

 Similarly, the abandonment of 
school sports is equally accountable 
for the poor shape of sports in the 
country. Today, most schools in 
the country do not have space for 
games and sports. The glorious days 
of sports in Nigeria witnessed the 
discovery of budding talents from 
school sporting competitions such as 
NUGA, Principal Cup, and Manuwa 
Adebajo Soccer Championships 
among others.

A vast majority of states in the 
country have not helped matter either. 
In their bid to ‘do well’ in the National 
Sports Festival, most of them resort to 
snapping up athletes that have been 
groomed over the years by other 
states. This is a wrong approach.

If we are to offer the teeming youth 
in the country an opportunity to fulfil 
their God given potentials, we must 
change our attitude to sports. The 
private sector needs to be encouraged 
to take more active part in sports. All 
over the world, the initiatives and 
funds that drive sports come from 
the private sector. With the needed 
private sector drive, moribund 
school sports competitions across 
the country could be resuscitated.

performed brilliantly in the Olympics, 
it can be easily deduced that such 
nations know how to plan and they 
can also organize themselves very 
well and thus competitive against the 
rest of the world.  Countries such as 
Jamaica and Kenya would probably 
belong in this latter category. 

To start with, it is not compulsory 
that a country must attend every 
Olympic Game that comes every 
four years especially when it’s not 
ready. But if a country decides it 
must attend, it must learn to be 
very competitive through thorough 
preparations; mere attendance is just 
not enough!

Gazing critically at the dismal 
performances of Nigeria in several 
Games over the years, one can easily 
pinpoint the major cause to the 
absence of an enabling environment 
than any other. It certainly cannot 
be racial because if we look at the 
United States Team (that emerged 
overall  winners),  a  ver y high 
percentage of their athletes are 
Black Americans and are doing very 
well and performing wonderfully for 
their country. What is more, some 
Nigerian-born athletes who used to 
attend the Olympics in the country’s 
colours but who out of frustration, 
dumped their country and took up 
the nationalities of other countries, 
are known to be doing much better 
for their adopted countries than they 

were doing for their country of birth. 
In fact, some of them would never 

have had won any Olympic Medal 
in their lifetime or careers spanning 
decades if they had not switched 
nationality allegiance. It is therefore 
not the fault of the ill prepared 
athletes that they always perform 
woefully. 

The government and the sports 
administrators are to blame. The 
country has spawn up several 
incompetent sports ministers in time 
past but the present one has been the 
most uninspiring. The loud message 
to the president is that he should 
cease to fill ministerial slots with 
politicians who will achieve nothing 
at the end of the day but rather with 
technocrats who can deliver. We 
don’t even have a sports policy but 
everything is attended to by fire 
Brigade approach. Unfortunately, 
the sports sector would have 
been one area the government 
can galvanize to create massive 
employment opportunities because 
the key players are youth and persons 
of young age who have the drive 
and energy to achieve things for 
themselves, their families and the 
country at large. A successful sports 
man or woman can attract scarce 
foreign exchange for the country 
through international engagements.

It is a big shame that a country of 
estimated 200million people has 

only been able to garner 3 Gold 
Medals (one by default at that!) on 
the permanent Olympics Medals 
Table. What do the Jamaicans 
have that we don’t have, or the 
Kenyans that we don’t have more 
of or even the Michael Phelps(s) 
of this world we cannot nurture 
among the impressionable Ijaw 
youth from tender age? There are 
many Usain Bolts in Nigeria waiting 
to be discovered but they will never 
be discovered because parochialism 
and the similar drawbacks will not 
give them the needed chance; the 
corrupt and lazy administrators will 
continue to feast on a corrupt and 
rotten system. They only serve their 
stomachs and their own interest 
except that under the present 
government with its anti-corruption 
posture, they have much less to share 
now as ill-gotten loot!! A prominent 
sports administrator in the country 
who is a friend and former classmate 
to a cousin of mine confided to 
the latter that he amassed $1m 
from the 1994 World Cup campaign 
in the US! What a shame. Such 
obscene loots from the system are the 
major achievements of many sports 
administrators in the country.

Yet, what is happening in the 
sports sector is a metaphor for what 
is happening or has been happening 
in every other sphere of our national 
life. It is the same reason why the 

country continues to wallow in the 
darkness!!

Being the “giant” of Africa should 
not just be by word of mouth, Nigeria 
must show that it can indeed lead 
Africa in every respect including 
sports.  This  is  because great 
performance in human endeavors 
will showcase the country in very 
positive height. Think of how much 
pride the likes of Usain Bolt have 
brought to their tiny countries. A 
tourism industry can foster because 
many from across the world would 
want to visit to the country of this great 
Olympian who has won “triple-triple”, 
indicative of the 9 gold medals won 
in 3 different Olympics. Some of the 
countries that won far more medals 
than Nigeria at the last Olympics are 
not even up to the size of the least 
populated state in Nigeria!!

As Tokyo 2020 beckons, every 
one hopes that the stakeholders 
will do the needful and plan for 
success because it does not come by 
accident, it has to be earned. A sports 
policy must be put in place to state a 
collective national vision and how 
the country would align to achieve it. 
Very importantly, the system must be 
rejigged with the old, corrupt and stale 
administrators giving way quickly to 
young, vibrant, focused, enterprising 
and brilliant administrators in all 
the sports federations to move the 
country forward.
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H
ow  l o n g  d i d 
you serve as 
the chairman 
of the Nigerian 
Society of Engi-

neers (NSE), Ajaokuta branch?
 I became the branch chair-

man of the society in August 
2014, that was when I was 
elected as the 16th chairman 
of Ajaokuta branch of NSE and 
this society has been in exis-
tence for the past 30 years. The 
tenure of office is two years. 
So from August 2014, I served 
the branch and by the grace of 
God, my tenure elapse on 20th 
August, 2016. 

 
What were your achieve-

ments in those two years?
Those two years were not 

easy. We met financial chal-
lenges when we came on 
board, but through our efforts, 
hard work and perseverance, 
we were able to bring the fi-
nancial status of the branch to 
a very comfortable condition. 
As I am talking to you now, 
we have in the account a very 
good sum of money that will 
comfortably run the society 
for the next two years.

We thank God that through 
the two years we were able to 
equally initiate the activities 
of our Young Engineers Fo-
rum (YEF), and the members 
have visited the NYSC camp 
at Kabba in the state, which 
we initiated. We participated 
in the 2015 Young Engineers 
Exhibition, which took place 
at Akure, the capital of Ondo 
State, in November 2015. 
We even won a merit award 
through our presentation at 
the exhibition. We presented 
three prototype models at that 
exhibition.

Another aspect is that our 
past executives had made sev-
eral efforts to embark on in-
dustrial visits but all in vain. 
Thank God, within these two 
years we were able to embark 
on four industrial visits. We 

‘We’re willing to work with the state 
government to move Kogi forward’

Interview
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My advice to 
the incoming ex-
ecutives is that 
they should not 
be thinking of 
what they will 

put in their pock-
ets; they should 
rather have the 

passion
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went to Obajana cement plant 
in May 2016, for instance. We 
have gone to Amara Brewery 
at Enugu State, and Innosom 
Vehicle Manufactures Com-
pany at Nnewi, and Cutis PLC, 
also at Nnewi, Anambra State. 
So we were able to make sure 
that the branch took part in 
these industrial visits, which 
actually exposed and educated 
our members the more.

What legacy are you leav-
ing behind as you bow out?

The legacy I am leaving 
behind is that during my time, 
the branch was able to embark 
on the industrial visit. That 
is a jinx that the branch was 

able to break during my time. I 
hope the incoming executives 
will be able to maintain these 
industrial visits.

Another legacy is the start-
ing of 7-kilometre marathon 
walk that we observe every 
first Saturday of the month by 
6.30 am. I pray that my succes-
sor and members will continue 
to sustain the marathon be-
cause it is good for our health. 
It was also during my time 
that we developed a manual 
that is to be used in guiding 
the conduct of the activities of 
the Young Engineers Forum. 
It was also during my time 
that the welfare scheme was 
introduced and it is attracting 

benefits to our members. Those 
are the four legacies I believe 
I’m leaving behind as the out-
going chairman of the branch.

What’s your advice to the 
incoming chairman?

I always say that leadership 
is nothing without sacrifice. 
You must sacrifice before you 
can achieve anything. A good 
leader is nothing but a servant 
and a servant must sacrifice to 
his master. My advice to the 
incoming executives is that 
they should not be thinking 
of what they will put in their 
pockets; they should rather 
have the passion, the concern 
of the society, which means 
they must sacrifice for them 

to be able to see progress. That 
is my candid advice, and it will 
continue to be my advice to 
whoever is taking the position 
of leadership in any capacity.

Any word of advice to the 
Kogi State government?

Our main concern as pro-
fessionals, especially the en-
gineers, is ensuring that the 
welfare of the citizens of the 
state and economic develop-
ment of the state are in safe 
hands. So, we are concerned 
about how the economy of 
the state will be developed. 
Engineers are problem-solvers, 
we are always coming up with 
solutions, and we can think 
through the knowledge we 
have acquired and solve that 
problem. So, if the government 
has a problem, we are always 
available to put heads together 
with them to find solutions so 
that our dear state can move 
forward. 

Ibrahim Siyasiya Ya’u is the outgoing chairman of the Nigerian Society of En-
gineers (NSE), Ajaokuta branch. In this interview with Victoria Nnakiaike, he 
speaks on his two-year tenure as chairman of the association. Excerpts:
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How to calculate, know how much 
money you need in retirement
R

etirement is a time 
to rest and enjoy 
the fruit of your 
labour.” Those were 
the words of Nike 

Bajomo, head, Business Devel-
opment, Stanbic IBTC Pension 
Managers Limited, at one of the 
pension funds administrator’s 
pre-retirement fora in Abuja, 
recently. It is indeed, if you have 
adequately prepared for it.

In truth, we all want to retire to 
a level of comfort; even if we are 
not rich, we do not want to have 
to agonise over funding our health-
care, basic and other needs while in 
retirement. Unfortunately, there 
aren’t many articles that actually 
help break down the amount of 
money the average individual 
would need to maintain a comfort-
able lifestyle in retirement. Having 
such a figure will not only help 
shape our saving and investment 
strategy in our active years, it will 
function as a compass to show if 
we are on the right track and are 
moving forward.

 While it is good to have a 
few millions saved for your re-
tirement, it may not be enough 
though. Considering inflation, 
your lifestyle and the number 
of years you hope to live after 
retirement, how much money 
do you actually need for your re-
tirement? Except you do a proper 
calculation taking in several vari-
ables, you will never know and 
it would be down to guesswork. 
This article will show you how 
to calculate and know the exact 
amount you would need to retire 
on. One advantage of knowing 
how much you need for your 
retirement is that it allows you 
set your retirement age. Thus, 
for instance, if you have done 
your calculations and you know 
you need N40 million to retire 
on comfortably for 55 years, you 
may decide to stop work at age 45 
or 50, which is far lower than the 
legal retirement age of 65, if you 
have managed to save the N40 
million in your 40s or 50s.    

So, how do you calculate what 
you need in retirement? Certain 
variables must be considered in 
making the calculation:

 
Age
How old are you now and 

when do you plan on retiring. 
The legal retirement age is 65 
years. Usually, however, retire-
ment comes after you have put 
in 30-35 years of service. This 
means you could retire earlier 
than 65, say at 55. Age allows you 
to know what time frame you 
have to save the needed amount. 
Starting your retirement savings 
early is always the best. Eric Fa-
jemisin, who heads Stanbic IBTC 
Pension Managers Limited, says 
you should start saving towards 
your retirement the day you re-
ceive your first paycheck.

 
Health
This is very crucial to your 

retirement calculations. As we 
grow older so do we become more 

susceptible to certain ailments 
and diseases, due to a weaker 
immune system. Also, some of 
us have medical conditions that 
require constant medical atten-
tion and spending. Some medical 
conditions are hereditary and 
may crop up on us unawares. 
Knowing your health situation 
allows you to factor everything 
in to get what you actually need 
to retire on.

 
Lifestyle
Your lifestyle is another key 

variable to consider. Some of us 
live modestly and we hope to re-
tire to our village or a quiet place 
surrounded by familiar faces 
while some are more adventur-
ous and plan to see the world 
and experience different new 
things in retirement. No doubt 
the retirement need for these two 
groups differs.

 
Lifespan
How long do you hope to live? 

While no individual can deter-
mine how long he/she would live, 
it is not unreasonable to assume, 
based on your health, level of 
exposure to life-threatening risks, 
and general living condition, 
that you can live for a particular 
number of years. Nobody plans 
on dying young, anyway. The 
watchword here is to be pre-
pared. It is smart to plan for a long 
lifespan, 80, 90 or even more. So, 
your retirement plan could cover 
40-50 years, depending on how 
early you plan to retire. If you fall 
short of these figures then you 
have lost nothing, rather your 
loved ones would have more to 
inherit.

 
Indebtedness
Do you have a mortgage, bank 

loan(s), a promissory note or a de-
ferred payment for some goods 
purchased or services enjoyed? 
Whatever debt obligations you 
have must be factored in or a 
plan is put in place to settle them 
before your retirement. What-

ever it is, it must be taken care 
of and you must remember that 
in your calculations.

 
Inflation
Five years ago, a family size 

loaf of bread was N120. Today, 
the same size bread is N240. That 
is a 100percent increase, thanks 
to inflation. The N5 million you 
have today, for instance, will buy 
you less in a year, three, 10 or 30 
years from now. The average 
consumer price index (a mea-
sure of inflation) over the past 
20 years (1996–2016) is roughly 
12.15percent, meaning that your 
N5 million is losing its value by 
that rate yearly.

 
Assets/projects
Do you plan to acquire cer-

tain assets in your retirement, 
like building another house? Or 
are you planning on starting a 
foundation/scholarship in your 
name or going into philanthropy. 
All this will determine what you 
need to save for your retirement. 
If you plan any major expendi-
ture in retirement then it must be 
built into your calculations.

 
Savings
Having considered all the 

above, you would then have an 
idea of what you need in retire-
ment. You can then tailor your sav-
ings/investment plans to achieve 
that. Ideally, you need between 
70percent and 80percent of your 
current income to maintain your 
lifestyle in retirement. This is as-
suming you have cleared your 
debts, you are not planning any 
major spending, and you are not 
unexpectedly stricken by a strange 
ailment. So, assuming you earn 
N5 million per annum now, you 
would need 70/80percent (N3.5/
N4 million) of that amount to 
maintain your current lifestyle 
while retired.

 
The calculation
Making the calculations is not 

so difficult. We need to make a 

couple of assumptions on age, 
income, planned retirement date, 
and life expectancy.

Our example, Theresa, is 30 
years, earns N2 million per an-
num, hopes to retire at 55 years 
(25 years from now), and hope-
fully will live to be 80 years, 25 
more years after retirement. We 
also assume she is just starting 
her retirement plans.

 
First step: Determine what 

income you need per annum in 
retirement. As stated above, ideally, 
in retirement, your expenses are 
less: you pay little or no tax then, 
you have no kids in school, and it 
is expected that you have settled 
your major debts. So, you need 
roughly 80percent of your current 
income for retirement. Theresa 
needs N1.6 million (80percent of 
N2 million) for each retirement 
year. That is N1.6 million x 25 years 
of retirement. Theresa needs N40 
million for her retirement, assum-
ing the inflation rate is zero.

 
Second step: Factor in infla-

tion. Over time, inflation reduces 
the value of the N1.6 million, 
as goods and services become 
more expensive each year. The 
average rate of inflation in the 
country, if figures available are 
accurate, over the past 20 years is 
12percent. There is no reason to 
believe it would be any different 
in another 15 to 25 years. This 
means that Theresa’s N1.6 mil-
lion loses 12percent of its value 
yearly. In effect, Theresa needs 
higher amounts for each year of 
retirement. With inflation The-
resa needs N192,000 extra in her 
first year of retirement, N215,040 
more in the second year, and so 
on. To calculate for inflation, the 
starting figure (N1.6 million) is 
multiplied by (0.12) the inflation 
rate (N1.6 million x 0.12). The sub-
sequent figure is likewise multi-
plied to get the figure for the year 
after. This is repeated 25 times for 
the 25 years of retirement.  

 Below is what Theresa re-

quires for each year of retirement: 
Year 1 of retirement: N1.60 

million + N192,000
Year 2 of retirement: N1.79 

million + N215,040
Year 3 of retirement: N2.25 

million + N240,845
Year 4 of retirement: N2.52 

million + N269,746
Year 5 of retirement: N2.82 

million + N338,370
Year 25 of retirement N24.30 

million
At age 80, exactly 25 years in 

retirement, the effect of a 12per-
cent inflation means Theresa 
would need N24.30 million to sus-
tain the same lifestyle. Put differ-
ently, in 2041 (25 years from now), 
when Theresa hopes to retire, she 
would need N1.79 million that 
year to maintain the comfort she 
is used to. In 2042, second year 
of retirement, she would need to 
have N2.01 million. In 2043, The-
resa needs N2.25 million while at 
age 80 in 2066, she needs N24.30 
million for that year. In total, 
Theresa needs N213.3 million to 
sustain the same lifestyle over a 
25-year retirement period (that is 
the total of the amounts she needs 
each year starting from 2041).   

 
Third step: Theresa needs to 

save N213.3 million in 25 years. 
That appears huge, but if The-
resa saves and invests wisely, it is 
not difficult to achieve, particu-
larly if you consider the power of 
compounding. Supposing The-
resa saves/invests 30percent of 
her income annually, assuming 
her income remains the same all 
through. That is N600,000 x 25 
years or N15 million. This is still far 
short of the N213.3 million needed. 
And this is where Theresa’s invest-
ment acumen comes in. She has to 
look for an investment vehicle that 
can deliver substantial annual re-
turns (30percent or more) to invest 
in and the power of compounding 
kicks in. Historically, real estate has 
delivered 45/50percent annually 
over the past 15 years, particularly 
in urban centres, bond and other 
money market instruments about 
8percent, and the capital mar-
ket about 18percent. If Theresa’s 
portfolio were to mirror the real 
estate at 45percent annually, then 
she would be well on her way to 
achieving her target. In 25 years, 
she would have saved about N193 
million. A little more aggressive 
and smarter saving should bring 
the figure to the desired N213 
million.

This is calculated using the 
future value of Theresa’s annui-
ties/savings (the N600,000 saved 
annually). The formula is:

 FV = A. (1+r)n-1
              R
Where:
FV = Future value
A = Annuity
R = Interest rate, which would 

be compounded
N = Number of years of invest-

ment.
 •This article was contributed 

by Adebayo Adebola, a Lagos-
based financial analyst.
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N
igeria ranks 169 out of 189 in 
World Bank’s Doing Business 
Index. This is not a palatable 
index for an economy reeling 
under the heavy load of eco-

nomic lull resulting from oil price lows.
The situation raises concern regarding 

the possibility of attracting investors amid 
exchange rate instability that has seen 
international business moguls withhold 
their money.

One key area that has attracted the 
concern of the economic players is busi-
ness registration.  Most business leaders 
have expressed various concerns regard-
ing the time it takes to get a name and 
conclude the registration process. But 
this has been addressed in recent times, 
to a greater extent. And bigger help seems 
underway. The Companies and Allied 
Matters Act 1990(CAMA) No I, 1990, 
which established the Corporate Affairs 
Commission (CAC), has been in operation 
for over 20 years now, but the demand 
of modern registry has necessitated the 
gradual reforms leading to a new draft 
bill of the CAMA currently under review 
by key professional bodies such as Char-
tered Secretaries, Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Nigeria and the Nigerian 
Bar Association.

According to Bello Mahmmud, CAC’s 
registrar-general, the Companies and Al-
lied Matters Act  (CAMA) has,  since 1990, 
not had a substantial change necessitating 
the review, in line with the demands of 
global modern registry.

Prior to the promulgation of the CAMA 
Act, the Federal Government had noted 
that the Companies Act of 1968, which 
was in force then, took after the English 
law system without paying appropriate 
attention to the peculiar problems of the 
Nigerian economy.

The new draft bill, the registrar-gener-
al said, therefore contains a business res-
cue and recovery proceedings that allow 
a temporary moratorium for financially 
distressed companies to save jobs and 
prevent enterprises from going under.

The amendment will further strength-
en the regulatory and enforcement pow-
ers of the Commission. Following this, the 
commission has put together a draft bill 
for the repeal of the Act and enactment 
of the Companies and Allied matters 
Act 2016, according to CAC’s registrar-
general, who spoke with journalists at the 
annual retreat in Lafia, with the theme, 
‘Tomorrow’s Registry Today’.

“The new draft bill would also ensure 
administrative proceedings committee 
that solves cases of disputes of company 
owners, while giving it a legal backing,” 
Mahmmud said.

It is further expected to build on the 
appreciable  successes  recorded  on  the 
online registration portal, which was 
launched in 2014, while ensuring the 
digitisation of company registration pro-
cedures. This will be sent as an executive 
bill after key stakeholders have made 
their inputs.

Experts have kept up the argument 
that unless Nigeria modifies the role of 
the CAC to meet the global demands of 
the modern registry, Nigeria’s quest to 
address its poor rating on the role of do-
ing business would be adversely affected.

“The world is advancing. As such the 
company registration also needs to ad-

vance with the ultimate aim of ensuring 
better ease of doing business,” Okwudili 
Ilo, a legal practitioner told Businessday.

“Modern registry is the way to go in 
advancing Nigeria’s competitiveness in 
terms of ease of doing business. I com-
mend the CAC for this development and 
urge the legislature to give the bill the 
required attention once it is presented to 
them at the National Assembly,” Ilo added.

According to the registrar-general, the 
bill to repeal the CAMA Act is on course, 
explaining that copies have been sent 
out to Nigeria Bar Association, Institute 
of Chartered Accountants and Institute 
of Chartered Secretaries to make their 
inputs before the bill is harmonised  and 
presented to the legislature.

Experts say that the CAMA requires 
substantial amendments to enable it keep 
pace with changing economic circum-
stances and modern business practices.

However, the commission under the 
leadership role of Bello Mahmud, has 
made considerable progress with a view 
to achieving sustainably effective service 
delivery.

Some of the key reforms so far em-
barked upon by the commission include: 
total upgrade of the commission’s WAN, 
from a VSAT-based network to a more re-
liable fibre-based system. This is expected 
to improve network availability while 
enhancing transaction speed.

A pilot scheme involving five states 
offices is being executed by Globacom 
Limited. The offices are in Lagos (Yaba 
and Oregun), Kaduna, Kano and Enugu. In 

due course links to all 32 states offices will 
also be fibre-based, according to findings.

In addition, the commission has recog-
nised the need to embark on a meticulous 
data validation exercise to enhance the 
integrity of its electronic record and en-
sure reliability.

Also, the commission has, among other 
things, embarked on rapid document 
imaging and data capture of records of 
companies that have been registered be-
fore the commencement of the electronic 
registration in 2004.

Also, the commission is taking practi-
cal steps to decentralise its operations in 
order to make zonal offices more func-
tional and at par with the head office. This 
will empower zonal offices at strategically 
geographical locations in the country to 
print registration certificates.

The scheme is expected to make the 
commission’s services more effective and 
reduce cost of registrations.

With regard to the development of 
human resources, the commission has 
embarked on special training of all staff 
in line with its new focus.

To further expose the staff to the basis 
of the online platform, the commission 
has state- of- the- art facility to support 
online business registration over a rug-
ged wide area network(WAN)spanning 
the entire nation. Web-based enterprises 
software integrated with electronic 
workflows and document management 
system have replaced manual paper-
based processes to boost efficiency and 
service delivery.

In order to help widen the reach of 
the CAC on-line system, the Commission 
has concluded arrangements to intro-
duce M-business solution. This system 
is designed to avail some services of the 
commission to customers via the mobile 
phone. Furthermore, the services are to be 
made available via an M-business server 
that can be queried using a mobile phone 
sent SMS text.

The services covered are searches, 
name reservation alerts and status re-
ports.

The commission has also embarked on 
the construction of office building in some 
states of the federation using its internally 
generated revenue. The projects in Lagos, 
Jalingo, Yola, Jos, Maiduguri, Enugu and 
Kaduna have been completed and ready 
for commissioning, while Benin, Sokoto, 
Owerri, Port Harcourt and Makurdi will 
be compiled before the end of the year 
.The commission intends to construct its 
own office buildings in the remaining 
states as its financial situation allows, 
findings show.

In addition, the commission’s strategy 
to keep its customer’s abreast of its activi-
ties and obtain feedback, its management 
organises customer forum on quarterly 
basis. The forum, which is interactive, 
brings together the management of the 
commission and the representatives 
of  key stakeholders such as legal prac-
titioners, chartered accountants, and 
chartered secretaries to interact on is-
sues pertaining to the operations of the 
commission. This fosters understanding 
between the commission and its accred-
ited agents.

Above all, experts believe that mod-
ern registry is one of the key steps the 
federal government needs to fast-track 
to ensure Nigeria key into better com-
petitiveness.

For Emeka Okafor, chartered secre-
tary, a lot still needs to be done to ensure 
Nigeria’s corporate registration platforms 
have global competitive edge to enable it 
attract more investment inflow into the 
country because of its strategic position.

Okafor noted that although the au-
tomation of the incorporation process 
by the CAC was commendable, a lot still 
needed to be done to further simplify 
the process.

Already, the Federal government has 
said it is gearing up efforts to address the 
issue and has constituted ease of doing 
business council, with the focus of ad-
dressing constraints to doing business and 
downward trend in Nigeria’s investment 
climate.

According to Okechukwu  Enelemah, 
Minister of Industry Trade and Industry,  
the federal government is currently 
working hard  to reach 20 basis points in 
appreciating in the country’s ease of do-
ing business and open wider investment 
doors into the country, with the focus of 
returning Nigeria as an  investment hub.

More so, in its effort to address the 
constraints on the ease of doing business, 
the CAC has said its new initiative of 
driving modern registry through reforms 
would address endless bureaucracy and 
almost seemingly insurmountable lists 
of requirements and often corrupt ridden 
processes of business registration.

Nigeria’s current ranking on the ease 
of doing business of 169 out of 189 coun-
tries globally, has necessitated a call to 
restructure all barriers regarding effec-
tive conduct of businesses in the country.

Reforming CAMA Act to address 
ease of doing business constraints

Bello Mahmmud, CAC’s registrar-general.

HARRISON EDEH, Abuja
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F
ew nation states overtly 
commit themselves to 
the happiness of their 
citizens. Instead, political 
sovereigns often leave 

the matter of individual happiness 
to merchants of diverse faiths. 
A good number of countries as-
sume that once good governance 
guarantees peace and prosper-
ity, the pursuit and realisation 
of happiness, which in any case 
belongs in the private sphere of 
individual citizens, should follow. 
In this manner of thinking, it is not 
the business of the government if 
citizens in a free and reasonably 
well-governed state choose to be 
sad or happy.

A contrary viewpoint began 
to take roots not long ago. Simply 
put, it indicates that the happiness 
of the people and their general 
contentment ought to define the 
existence of government and 
therefore, be the prime measure 
of progress and development of 
states. Therefore, the relentless 
pursuit of citizens’ happiness 
ought to be the central preoc-
cupation of all human societies. 
In other words, a nation cannot 
be adjudged peaceful, stable and 
developed if most of its citizens 
are in an unhappy state.

This new thinking was spear-
headed in 2011 by the tiny enclave 
of Bhutan whose government 
averred that Gross National Hap-
piness (GNH) should replace Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) as the 
main indicator of development 
for nations. In this new parameter, 
which was grudgingly accom-
modated by the United Nations 
in 2011, nations are placed on a 
gradient between Utopia, a place 
of perfect happiness and Dystopia, 
the earthly equivalent of hell. 
The level of contentment of your 
citizens determines where you 
are located on this global happi-
ness index.

 The indices used in this gra-
dation remain familiar factors 
such as GDP, social support, life 
expectancy, freedom to make life 
choices, perception of corruption, 
security of life etc. Since 2012, the 
United Nations has published an 
annual Happiness Report, a corol-
lary of the Misery Index, to grade 
nations on a scale that indicates 
the scale of happiness of their 
citizens. For 2016, for instance, 
the leading nations are Denmark, 
Switzerland, Iceland and Norway 
with the United States in 13th 
position. Nigeria is predictably in 
the 103rd position in the direction 
of Dystopia.

In a significant policy depar-
ture, one modern nation state, 
the United Arab Emirates, has re-
cently placed the happiness of its 
citizens in the forefront of public 
policy. The country stunned the 
world when it recently created 
a Ministry of Happiness. Many 
thought it was either a decorative 
epithet, a public relations gambit 
or at best a cosmetic diversion 
designed to create an appearance 
of difference and progress. I do not 

think so. After over ten years of 
doing business with and vacation-
ing in different parts of the United 
Arab Emirates and the nations 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council, 
I can modestly claim some un-
derstanding of the development 
orientation of the new Gulf Arab 
states. These people are serious 
about all round development and 
have an unusual strategic mindset 
towards public affairs. They know 
where they will be in the next 50 
years and beyond. I of course have 
personal reservations about their 
general approach to civil liberties 
and liberal democracy.

 This summer, the government 
of the United Arab Emirates has 
taken the pursuit of happiness as a 
public policy concern one step for-
ward. The government is sending 
60 Chief Happiness and Positivity 
Officers for training at the Univer-
sities of Oxford and California re-
spectively. According to the UAE 
Minister of State for Happiness, 
Uhoud KhalfanAl Roumi,  “The 
candidates will undergo a practi-
cal, comprehensive, and intense 
training programme – the first of 
its kind on a global level…to be-
come the first generation of Chief 
Happiness and Positivity Officers 
in the UAE government.” And as a 
matter of fact, the UAE is the first 
government in the world to create 
the position of Chief Happiness 
Officers in a department dedicated 
to the happiness of its citizens. 
The government insists that the 
citizen happiness initiative is 
part of its future-oriented think-
ing which underlines the need 

to anticipate the future through 
pro-active and well thought out 
policies.

As it turns out, the host uni-
versities for the UAE programme 
in both the United States and the 
United Kingdom seem supremely 
prepared for the task, an indica-
tion that the developed world is 
thinking ahead about the soci-
ety that will follow the present 
global anarchy. The University of 
California’s Greater Good Science 
Center is the anchor for the US 
leg of the training while Oxford 
University’s Mindfulness Centre 
will anchor the United Kingdom 
leg. At the bottom of this initiative 
is a fresh and definitive caveat on 
conventional political philosophy. 
The UAE government is proceed-
ing from the thesis that it is a 
cardinal part of the responsibility 
of government to ensure the hap-
piness of the citizenry and that the 
peace, progress and stability of the 
state is a function of the degree of 
happiness of the citizenry. But this 
emphasis on citizen happiness is 
not new in political philosophy.

 Tortured as it may have be-
come, the pursuit of happiness is 
the oxygen of individual aspira-
tion in what has become known 
as the American dream. The 
relentless daily grind that defines 
most individual lives in the United 
States is never dampened by the 
reality that for most, this struggle 
may not produce happiness in 
the end. But the struggle itself as 
a way of life is never questioned 
and has a self-fulfilling function: it 
keeps hope alive and keeps people 

focused and on the move always. 
Hard work, restless innovation 
and optimism are the hallmarks 
of the devotees of the American 
dream.

For many pursuers of the 
American dream of course, the 
struggle’s fulfilling end is that it 
will drape them in the appearance 
of happiness decorated in a leased 
existence: borrowed education, 
borrowed car, borrowed homes, 
leased kidneys, borrowed chairs, 
even rented contract wives, if 
care is not taken. So the American 
dream endures, attracts, waxes or 
wanes, depending on where you 
are standing. At the bottom of 
the American promise of happi-
ness for its citizens is a conviction 
that it is the responsibility of the 
government to create an environ-
ment of order, peace and freedom 
for citizens’ diverse pursuit of 
happiness. It is up to the indi-
vidual to define what constitutes 
appropriate happiness, how to 
pursue it and when it is achieved. 
Underlying that general promise 
is the capitalist ethic that a land 
of opportunities requires credible 
laws to guide the competition for 
the rat race for a good life. But the 
prize rat just does not come to you 
as a birthright for doing nothing; 
you have to earn it.

 The two approaches to the 
issue of citizen happiness con-
verge at the level of recognition 
of happiness as an entitlement 
of the citizens of every free and 
orderly society. In other words, 
citizens’ subscription to the social 
contract on which the modern 

state depends implies that there 
should be some guarantee of in-
dividual happiness as a minimum 
dividend. But the two approaches 
diverge as to the extent of govern-
ment involvement in ensuring 
that happiness is delivered where 
it matters most: in the private lives 
of citizens.

 Both have far reaching impli-
cations for political philosophy 
and for an understanding of how 
nations are grappling with the 
challenges of a changing world. 
While the American state’s com-
mitment to the pursuit of hap-
piness is somewhat evasive, the 
UAE commitment is implicitly in-
vasive and even intrusive without 
necessarily curtailing individual 
freedom. The critical difference 
between the concept of happiness 
in America’s foundational social 
philosophy and the emergent 
transformative one in the UAE is 
this: While America insists that 
the pursuit of happiness is an in-
dividual pursuit; the UAE seems to 
be saying that government has a 
bounding obligation to ensure the 
happiness of their citizens.

 This obligatory commitment 
to citizen happiness is not subject 
to the moral volition of individ-
ual rulers. It is integral to a new 
transformational development 
ideology. In essence, it unequivo-
cally infers that the degree of con-
tentment and happiness among 
citizens is the best index of how 
peaceful, orderly and progressive 
a society will become. At the bot-
tom of this belief is a strong un-
dercurrent of a prominent role for 
government in the affairs of the 
nation, especially the economy.

Therefore, while the private 
sector has a free play in the UAE, 
there is an equally prominent 
role for the public sector which 
is everywhere in evidence. The 
footprints of government are ev-
erywhere evident in the orderly 
public transportation system, 
clinical urban sanitation, reliable 
public health services, flawless 
security services and the general 
atmosphere of discipline and or-
der which has created, in Dubai 
for instance, a 24-hour city with 
an endless stream of visitors from 
all over the world. A committed 
and compassionate state is the 
guiding hand of the economy.

Trends in today’s world indi-
cate that unhappiness has become 
a major determinant of national 
order and world peace. As gun 
violence and mass murders occur 
ever so frequently in America, 
there is now a current of opin-
ion that in the post 9/11 period, 
perhaps home grown gun terror 
by largely unhappy citizens has 
accounted for by far a greater 
fatality than externally induced 
terror or external enemy action. 
Left on their own to pursue hap-
piness through lives of feverish 
struggle, the American model has 
left too many citizens stranded 
and extremely unhappy with 
dire consequences for the entire 
society.

 Similarly, waves of extremist 
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T
he debate in the West 
about terrorism is usually 
presented in stark and 
defensive terms: increase 
security, curtail civil lib-

erties and reduce the number of 
refugees allowed to emigrate.  Is 
there not another solution that 
would prevent angry and hopeless 
youth from joining terrorist groups?

As the world searches for mod-
els to keep young people from join-
ing radical groups, and new ways 
to prevent violence and foster 
development, we may have one. 
Perhaps, our experience in Yola, 
Nigeria, might add something to 
the global debate.

Yola, desperately poor, sits on the 
edge of the Sahara Desert, and for 
the past three years on the porous 
border between safety and security, 
at the edge of the territory seized by 
Boko Haram terrorists.  The Ameri-
can University of Nigeria (AUN) 
was established in this unlikely 
spot, founded by the former Nige-
rian Vice-PresidentAtiku Abubakar, 
who was orphaned in this area as 
a young boy. “Be a development 
university,” he said when the uni-
versity was established a little over 
a decade ago.We want students to 
know about the problems in their 
country and be prepared to solve 
them when they graduate.  Little 
did we know that all of us would 
have to launch a massive response 
to a humanitarian crisis.

Four years ago, with a growing 
number of unemployed youths 
just outside the gates of the Univer-
sity, and the hungry and hopeless 
in flight from Boko Haram flooding 
into our small city, AUN began to 
implement our vision of a “develop-
ment university.”  We reached out 
to local religious and community 
leaders to see how we might part-
ner in peace, food security, and 
education programmes. 

The AUN-Adamawa Peace 
Initiative (AUN-API) was born.  All 
major local Muslim and Christian 
leaders, traditional rulers, and local 
community leaders actively partic-
ipate. Our goals are simple:  educate 
and feed as many people as we can. 
In the process, we were guided by 
a number of principles: make sure 
women and girls are included in all 
projects; involve religious leaders in 
all efforts; involve AUN students, 
faculty, and staff in all of these 
projects, and make sure our local 
vulnerable youth know that they 
have a network of people who care 
about them and their future.

The tsunami of hunger-fright-
ened people began arriving in Yola 
in 2014. The first 5,000 had few 
relatives in the area, no food and 
no access to school.

One of our peace members, 
Chief Abdulmumini, said in our 
weekly peace meeting, that if the 
university would provide seeds 
and school feeds, he would settle 
them on his land. We raised funds 
for seeds, food and clothing, and 
foolishly thought the problem of 
displaced people was solved.

The next wave of 20,000 arrived 
by foot and by bus. Their hungry fac-
es were seen everywhere in town. 
The Catholic Cathedral and Muslim 
Center became the major feeding ar-
eas. Our AUN-API members devel-
oped comprehensive lists of where 
people came from, their names, ages, 
and gender so we could provide the 
most accurate food and supplies. 
For example, women needed sani-
tary supplies; some young children 
needed life saving oral rehydration. 
At AUN, we held classes all day and 
raised funds and fed hungry people 
the rest of the time.

While many had local relatives, 
the most desperate, who had no 
family connections, moved to the 
government-run IDP camps. Food 
and relief supplies to the camps 
were politicized from the first day. 
I was asked to be on the Governor’s 
committee for IDPs. For the first 
three weeks of our committee 
meetings, the arguments were 
intense about the budget for food 
and supplies: the discussions were 
not focused on using the money for 
the refugees, but on how commit-
tee members could divide up the 
budget among themselves. Before 
too long I was not informed of the 
timing for the meetings.

As the crisis continued, and 

elections loomed, the politicization 
worsened. Bags of food from the 
government were covered with 
then President Goodluck Jona-
than’s pictures and in one govern-
ment feeding, which I attended, 
there was food only for about 200 
when at least 5,000 were in need.

By early 2016 AUN-API we 
had fed close to 300,000 people. 
One young woman and baby, 
who had been held in the Sambisa 
forest by Boko Haram and were 
severely malnourished, died in 
our local hospital. We all mourned. 
Recently, we learned that 1,200 
people had died in a government 
camp. The contrast between the 
care given to people living in a 
community and those in govern-
ment camps is stark. This is a lesson 

Europe and others should learn.
What other lessons have we 

learned here that can be gener-
alised to other cities and countries?

First is the centrality of lo-
cal leaders in any development 
effort. These conscientious and 
concerned religious and commu-
nity leaders know which youths 
are particularly at risk to be radi-
calised. Second, find out what these 
young people really want. Our 
peace network identifies the youth 
who need literacy education, tools 
to start a business, training to learn 
about information technology 
(which our youth want as much as 
any around the world).  Then AUN 
designs programs and projects to 
meet these needs.

The young people told us they 
wanted to play sports.  Thousands 
have joined our Peace Through 
Sports programme, which not 
only gives young people a chance 
to compete with each other in soc-
cer, basketball and volleyball, and 
something to do during the day, but 
also teaches them to think about 
peace and cooperation. We begin 
each programme with a discus-
sion of peace, led by members of 
AUN-API. We listen to them talk 
about their challenges. Most of the 
games occur on our campus, where 
students and staff welcome them 
and make them feel they are part 
of our community.  Every team is 
made up of members of different 
religious and tribal communities. 
They forge teams with people they 
would otherwise never encounter, 
much less befriend.

While it’s impossible to pin-
point which of our programmes 
have kept youth from joining 
the terrorist group in our back 
yard, more than one young man 
has said to me,“It is either you or 
Boko Haram—there is nothing 
else.” AUN-API leaders can docu-
ment that none of the youth they 

identified and brought into our 
various programmes joined the 
terrorist group.

As the threat from Boko Haram 
fades, the problems local people face 
have not diminished. Thousands of 
very young children have been or-
phaned, left in our city to live with 
non-family members. Hunger has 
increased, as thousands of farmers 
were not able to plant their crops. 
AUN-API is trying to deal with this 
next phase of the humanitarian 
crisis. The U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) and 
Atiku Abubakar provided seeds, 
which we distributed to about 6500 
families (representing about 65,000 
people).

With assistance from United 
States Agency for International 
Development, we established 
Technology Enhanced Literacy for 
All (TELA), which employs tablet 
computers and radio broadcasts 
to extend learning to 22,000 out-
of-school children. Many of the 
students walk up to three miles 
each way to participate. If for 
some reason a session is cancelled, 
children are visibly upset. When a 
radio failed to materialise recently, 
children went house-to-house in a 
village until they found someone 
willing to loan them one.

AUN feeds and provides literacy 
and numeracy education to hun-
dreds of children who are homeless, 
orphans, and Almajiri (Muslim reli-
gious school) boys. This programme, 
Feed and Read, has just expanded 
to include Feed and Read for Girls. 
These children are out of school and 
are among the millions of Nigerian 
children who comprise the largest 
out-of-school population in the world. 
Currently, about 500 children receive 
instruction and a meal through 
these two programmes.  The plan is 
to expand the programme to 2000 
children by 2017.

The demand for places in our 
programmes far exceeds the num-
ber of places and available funding. 
At every session, hundreds of 
children crowd around the learn-
ing centres in hopes of participat-
ing. The children in the Feed and 
Read programmes share their 
meals with children who aren’t. It’s 
heartbreaking to know that there 
are so many local children who are 
hungry for learning, and just plain 
hungry, who we cannot yet help.

It is essential that these mod-
est efforts be replicated and ex-
panded immediately.  Otherwise, 
the most vicious cycle will begin 
again, devouring youths who are 
uneducated, destitute, with no 
family, no support, and “nothing 
else” in their lives. We all know 
where that leads.

 •Ensign is the president of the 
American University of Nigeria 
(AUN)

The AUN peace and development model
MARGEE M. ENSIGN

An AUN Student-volunteer mentoring young girls to improve numeracy skills 
under the Feed & Read program in Yola. 

terrorism in parts of Europe have 
arisen from parts of cities where 
unemployment, lack of fulfill-
ment and alienation have driven 
young people out to the fringes of 
prosperous societies. Alienation 
has endeared them to extremist 
violence and fundamentalist 
ideology with its promise of happi-
ness in paradise. As we write this, 

lone wolves of anger have found 
shelter in extremist ideologies and 
have resorted to levying personal 
wars against agents and symbols 
of state as well as fellow hapless 
citizens: Belgium, United King-
dom, France and still counting.

In Nigeria, there is loud silence 
on the place of citizen contentment 
on the scale of priorities of our 
governments. Our governments 
tend to take delight in increas-

ing the little things that sadden 
citizens: taps that yield no water; 
light switches that answer with 
darkness; policemen that frighten 
those they are paid to protect; 
public hospitals where people sign 
in to sign off. Of all the indices used 
in compiling the annual UN Hap-
piness Index, Nigeria is lagging in 
most. We used to pride ourselves 
in Okonjo-Iweala’s dodgy GDP 
growth and re-basing statistics. 
Barely one year after, no one 
remembers what happened to 
those figures and how they got us 

to this sorry pass. In over 30 of our 
36 states, soldiers, policemen and 
sundry vigilantes with long guns, 
machetes, bows and arrows are 
everywhere frightening people in 
the name of security. Decades of 
dismal public policy have left a sea 
of unhappy and discontented citi-
zens. The adherents of Boko Haram 
and the sundry militants of all hues 
all over the country are arguably 
products of mass discontentment.

On this matter of happiness 
and governance, then, the Nigeri-
an crisis seems to be a conceptual 

dead end: our governments lack 
the moral courage to directly com-
mit to citizen happiness, and they 
are too incompetent to create an 
environment in which we can be 
left at peace to define and pursue 
our private happiness. We seem to 
have been abandoned to seek our 
individual happiness and live our 
lives in a dark, murky tunnel that 
is closer to Thomas Hobbes’ state 
of nature: nasty, brutish and short.

 •Dr. Chidi Amuta is chairman 
of Wilson & Weizmann Associ-
ates Ltd, Lagos.
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With ZebulonSketches

Those who saw the front page 
pictures in the Monday, August 
22, 2016 edition of The Nation 

Newspaper would agree with me that 
life itself is vanity. There were two 
pictures – one was a ravishing May-
owa Ahmed, full of life and the other 
was a skeleton-like frame of the same 
lady, ravaged by cancer. She was said 
to have died in South Africa after a 
long battle with the illness. The point 
here is, looking at the two pictures; 

Psychiatric cases appear to be on 
the increase in the country these 
days. While a few of such cases 

end up in the appropriate hospitals, 
many other victims roam the streets 
and some take their own lives. A 67-
year old man was reported recently 
to have killed himself over unpaid 
salaries. Yet, many others constitute 
a huge threat to other people’s lives. 
Since a year ago, the nation’s economy 
has taken a dangerous dive, resulting 

in mass retrenchment of workers even 
in unusual sectors. A good number of 
Nigerian citizens are no longer able to 
meet their financial obligations nei-
ther to themselves nor to their depen-
dants. The other day, a single mother 
in Lagos, one Olubunmi Oke, was 
feared to have taken her own life over 
her inability to repay a bank loan.

She was said to have left a seven-
paragraph suicide note and had 
threatened to jump into a Lagoon. 

Economy driving Nigerians crazy
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Vanity of life

The United States of America has 
remained on its point that Nigeria 
must not use excessive force to 

bring the Islamist sect, Boko Haram into 
subjection. US would rather that Nigeria 
applies persuasion to prevail on Boko 
Haram to change its mind. John Kerry, 
US secretary of State, who visited Nige-
ria last week, re-emphasised the stand 
of his country. But many Nigerians 
would beg to disagree. America is trying 
to force its way of life on Nigeria. It is 
well know that the culture of sparing 
the rod has succeeded in raising many 
outlaws. Flog not, scold not and just 
be looking at the foolishness of a child, 
an approach which the US is propagat-
ing and which the Nigerian education 
system has embraced, has since made 
a nonsense of the culture of reasonable 
training and has eroded morality in 
society.

It is unthinkable that US is suggest-
ing that Nigeria should just be looking 
at Boko Haram, a group that has caused 
the untimely death of thousands of 
innocent citizens. It is also hard to un-
derstand what the US is talking about 
when it is arguing on human rights. 

John Kerry’s sermon?

This human right of a thing is already 
causing the US enormous anguish; yet, 
it pretends not to realise it.

one could not help to think that there 
is a thin line between life and death. 
A person full of life today may be 
down with a kind of illness that could 
leave him or her monstrous. But my 
concern is that many people never 
c onsider  this .  Sometimes ,  money 
does not save life, there are count-
less instances of people who lost the 
battle to one illness or the other after 
huge sums of money was expended on 
seeking medication. I do not think also 
that many politicians in Nigeria ever 
ponder at the nothingness of this life. 
They brag about too many things as 
if the power of life and death were in 
their hands. I am very sure that May-
owa never wished herself the ordeal 
she passed through; I am sure that 
whenever she looked at the pictures 
she took when she was full of life and 
what her condition was before she 
passed away; she would have shud-
dered at the cruel fate. The lesson in 
all this is that the earlier we begin to 
appreciate that circumstances change, 
the more we will begin to behave dif-
ferently knowing full well that life 
here is a journey and no one knows 
how his/hers will end. For Mayowa, 
it’s Adieu.

Apparently trying to put a lie to 
wide speculations that the Bring 
Back Our Girls (BBOG) campaign-

ers are working for the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), the members made a 
futile attempt the other day to enter 
the Villa to protest the inability of the 
Muhammadu Buhari administration to 
effect the release of the girls 15 months 
after a change of government. The BBOG 
campaigners, it would be recalled had 
taken their agitation for the release of the 
Chibok girls to an “irritating” level during 
the Goodluck Jonathan era, to the point 
that the People’s  Democratic Party (PDP) 
accused the group of being used by the 
then opposition APC to unnecessarily 
malign the Jonathanian administration. 
It would also be recalled that the APC 
had promised it would effect the release 

The heat is on
of the girls as soon as it came into power. 
It was a campaign issue, one of the rea-
sons former President Jonathan lost the 
presidential election last year. The APC 
government was to realise that bring-
ing back the girls is not a task that mere 
propaganda can achieve.

And to create an impression that 
something serious is happening towards 
securing the release of the girls, the 
Federal Government so celebrated the 
purported return of one girl with a baby 
who claimed she got married to one of 
the Boko Haram members who fathered 
a child for her. The girl was hosted at the 
Villa with all the trappings of a great feat 
by government. But from what the BBOG 
is doing now, it appears the honeymoon 
is over, except as some critics say, they are 
pulling wool over our eyes.

Mayowa: Before and after

Obaseki

Never a clean game

In Nigeria it is believed that politics 
is a game played only by the shrewd 
and that just as it is impossible to find 

a virgin in a labour ward (giving birth), it 
is unimaginable to find “clean” persons in 
partisan politics. Although this claim can 
be contested, the practice of politics in Ni-

geria, at least, since the return of civil rule 
in 1999, appears to justify the allegation. 
For instance, imposition of candidates has 
continued to tear party members apart. 
Currently, the selection of candidates for 
the off-season gubernatorial elections 
in Edo and Ondo states has ruffled some 
feathers in the parties that had picked 
their candidates.

The emergence of Godwin Obaseki 
as APC standard-bearer and Osagie 
Ize-Iyamu of the PDP in Edo State; the 
victory of Eyitayo Jegede as the PDP 
candidate in Ondo have variously been 
described as imposition by the powers 
that be in those parties. If anything, 
in Nigeria as in other climes, outgoing 
governors would wish their candidates 
replace them as governors. So, to achieve 
this, they begin to engage in some tactics 
that may not be altogether transparent. 
So, whether yesterday or today, politics is 
not a game for angels; but it can be made 
less-aggressive.

Kerry

There are behaviours in society 
nowadays which find explanation in 
the economic challenges people are 
passing through. For instance, there is 
an increase in rape cases, particularly 
the type involving children; and own 
daughters. If you check the profile of 
the offenders, they are either those 
who have no means of livelihood and 
as a result always indoors, which gives 
them the time to imagine vain things 
and carry out some of the unthinkable 
crimes.

Moreover, a good number of those 
involved in kidnap cases; armed rob-

beries, and other heinous and bestial 
acts are unstable; they have some 
element of madness. In the Nigerian 
society today; minor disagreements 
that ordinarily should not even result 
in fight end up in murders. People are 
quick to raise pestle, brandish guns, 
draw knives and cutlasses, and other 
dangerous weapons to prove how 
angry they are. It is all a product of 
frustration in a frustrating environ-
ment. Whether or not Nigeria will 
return to its senses soon depends on 
what the government of the day does 
with the economy in its hand.
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FCMB assures summer 
makers of value for its cards 

IHEANYI NWACHUKWU 

T
he ‘mother art’, is a 
love best described 
a s  a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
Without such archi-

tecture, most children cannot 
have a soul of their own. The 
above saying well narrates 
the healing power of mother 

and the love to a child.  Moth-
er’s love, an unending sincere 
affection though not seen but 
lavishly shown cannot be 
over-emphasized and enough 
when displayed. 

For some, they have tried 
endlessly before conceiving, 

then the stage of sickness that 
looks incurable in the first 
trimester of pregnancy, mov-
ing over to sleepless night 
in pregnancy due irregular 
and uncomfortable sleeping 
position. Not to talk of the 
child delivery proper which is 
always one leg in and a leg out 
of life existence: celebrating 
one’s mother every day is not 
enough to show the gratitude 
for all the pains she has been 
through. The rigor of taking 
care of kids at the tender stage 
will definitely make every 
human appreciates what his 
or her mother went through. 

Omolade, a middle age 
woman who lives in the 
western part of Nigeria, 
Ijero Ekiti, Ekiti State, derives 
so much joy from taking 
good care of her children 
not minding all the details 
and task involved. As grow-
ing kids, their breakfast is 
always a combination of 
cereals and milk. “My kids’ 
want me to add milk to all 
their cereal meals especially 
their breakfast. Having regu-

My Peak Wazobia experience - Omolade Ibidayo 

lar supply of milk became 
a necessity. Either custard 
or cornflakes, milk must be 
lavishly added to it if you 
want the children to enjoy 
and finish their food, and 
they always insisted they 
still have milk in their bags 
to school. The kids enjoyed 
the liquid milk in can more 

F
irst City Monument 
Bank (FCMB) has as-
sured holidaymak-
ers using its Mas-
terCard, Visa and 

Verve Cards that they are in 
for better value, seamless ser-
vice and excellent experience 
following the full implementa-
tion of its recently commis-
sioned technology solution, 
otherwise named, Finacle 10.

The bank said holiday-
makers will now have access 
to over 850 airport lounges 
around the world with their 
priority pass card (available 
only to MasterCard holders) 
since the cards are acceptable 
all over the world.

While responding to the 
media in Lagos, John Iwua-
joku, Group Head, Cards and 
Electronic Banking at First 
City Monument Bank (FCMB), 
said “we have set our eyes on 
providing robust products 
and facilities that meet the 
demands of today’s innovative 
environment and complex 
desires and experience of our 
teeming customers in order to 
provide them with flexible op-
tions for maximum benefit and 
excellent long lasting customer 
experience.”

“This is very important 
to us. The comfort we are 
promising our customers with 
our cards includes increased 

than the powdered milk. 
While this was no problem 
at home, it was a challenge 
when it comes to milk in 
their lunch boxes.  

The introduction of Peak 
Wazobia has made it easier to 
economically meet the needs 
of the family by having easy 
to carry sachets which are 

transaction limit even in the 
face of other institutions shut-
ting down their international 
transactions. Ours give access 
to much more than moderate 
transactions with subsisting 
exchange rates reflected on 
transactions executed with all 
FCMB cards anywhere in the 
world”, Iwuajoku, stated.

Compared to generically is-
sued cards, FCMBMasterCard, 
Visa and Verve cards (Verve 
is for local transactions only) 
are configured in variants that 
suit different lifestyles, usable 
by all segments of the society 
and are quite easy and simple 
to activate.

This lender of choice with 
a robust product suite for busi-
nesses and individuals along-
side its award winning service 

culture, is said to be leveraging 
diverse capabilities by invest-
ing extensively in channels to 
reach more customers.

FCMB’s customers are em-
bracing alternative channels 
such as mobile at an impressive 
rate, whilst many crave for 
the reassurance of a 33-year 
enduring experience of a fi-
nancial institution that has en-
deared itself to its customers.

The advent of financial in-
novation such as smart card, 
credit card, electronic transfers 
in the payment system space 
and the launching of internet 
banking has transformed the 
world into a global village 
linked with electronic im-
pulses.

First City Monument Bank 
(FCMB) said even if an indi-

vidual is not a customer of the 
bank; it has re-empasised that 
all travelers and holidaymak-
ers can as well cash-in on these 
opportunities.

Its cards are issued in-
stantly when an account is 
opened. The bank also has its 
pre-paid card in all card types, 
MasterCard, Visa and Verve 
(used within Nigeria only) for 
customers who do not wish 
to open current or savings ac-
counts with the bank.  Holders 
receive SMS for alerts to signal 
customers’ confirmation of 
authorized or unauthorised 
transactions while backed 
with 24/7 support through a 
multi-lingual contact center.

FCMB has invested in the 
acquisition of a robust infra-
structure and security to meet 
and exceed her customers’ 
expectations while maintain-
ing stakeholders’ trust in the 
FCMB brand.

The bank’s technology has 
vigorously enhanced its cards’ 
high approval rate. Gratifying 
are the incentives available to 
holders of FCMB MasterCard 
and Visa cards which include 
cash-back promos.

FCMB’s Visa cards are tied 
to second level authentication 
for web transactions, emer-
gency cash advance in case of 
theft or loss for its Platinum 
holders, with referral service 
and purchase protection up 
to $2,000.

also very pocket-friendly. 
Ibidayo’s children can now 
enjoy their favourite Peak 
milk outside the home at an 
affordable price: many thanks 
to Peak Wazobia.

“I cannot describe how I 
felt when I first saw the Peak 
Wazobia in sachets. Imagine 
having such great quality 
of product and paying very 
little amount of money for it. 
My kids love the easy to carry 
and use pack. They don’t need 
anyone to open their milk for 
them. As for me, I rest because 
even when they leave home 
without breakfast, they can 
still enjoy their nutritious 
breakfast before classes start 
in school. This truly is a case 
of nutritious breakfast on 
the go.” 

Peak Wazobia is con-
centrated unsweetened full 
cream milk fortified with 
extra additional Vitamin 
B12 plus Folic Acid. It also 
contains Iodine, Vitamins A, 
D3, B1 and B6. It is a needed 
addition to our diet, nourish-
ing body and soul together.
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Segun Olamide

Current FX policy 
killing our businesses, 
manufacturers lament

T
he G eneral  Man-
ager of ALTEX Alu-
minium Company, 
Obidike Benjamin, 

has said that the current 
forex policy of the Federal 
Government was bane of 
manufacturers. 

Obidike, who captured the 
frustration of manufacturers 
in the country at the moment, 
said it has not been easy as 
they have been thrown out of 
business, adding that before 
now their warehouses used 

to be packed full with raw 
materials which is no longer 
the case.

He urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to relax some of 
its policies that are counter-
productive.

According to him, “pres-
ently the policies the manu-
facturers are facing do not 
have human face. And we 
want to appeal to the Federal 
Government to consider busi-
ness men and others who 
contribute to the economy of 
this country.”

Obidike, an engineer, also 
disclosed that when he joined 
the company “the business 
was promising and reward-
ing, it is no longer so. From 
what we are seeing now, 
businesses are crumbling and 
we are heading to level zero.”

He advised government 
and the Central Bank of Nige-
ria (CBN) to make funds avail-
able for investment, adding 
that their  workforce is going 
down because they can no 
longer pay salaries.

VICTORIA NNAKIAIKE



SundayBusiness
Lessons from World Bank 
Report on agric  

 Baje is Nigerian first Food Technolo-
gist in the media

With 
Ayo Oyoze Baje

Food & 
Beverages 

Property 
Logic

The game of buying traditional land (2)

Akhigb e Dominic Musa, 
Esq. /CEO,  Proper t yLogic 
Incorporated/Business Coach 
&  Seminar Speaker/Expert 
in Business & Property Law. 
/  E m a i l :  p r o p e r t y l o g i c .
incorporated@gmail.com/www.
prope r t ylogicincorporated.
com/+234-8034846284.

With Akhigbe Dominic

T
he third step is to locate a 
very influential person in 
the traditional family. Such 
people have great deal of 

influence on other members of the 
traditional families and their opin-
ions are often very weighty. In the 
land cases I have been involved in; 
either as a litigator or an arbitrator, 
it is always the influential members 
that usually come up with coun-
ter positions to the transactions 
thereby threatening the taking of 
possession by the buyers. So, when 
they are involved from the begin-
ning of the transactions, their view, 
opinions and interest are captured 
thereby reducing the possibilities 
of counter-positions to the transac-
tion at a latter date. Of course, be 
sure such an influential person does 
not sidetrack the other members of 
the family mostly the youths and 
the very elderly of the family as 

A
s the nation grapples 
w i t h  e c o n o m i c 
d i ve r s i f i c at i o n  t o 
agriculture, there is the 

urgent need to take a critical 
look at previous World Bank 
Reports on the critical sector and 
glean some lessons from them. 
The one released in April, 2013 
gave a damning verdict- that 
agriculture has contributed more 
to the economic development in 
resource-poor countries on the 
continent than in resource-rich 
nations such as Nigeria. Titled: 
‘Africa’s Pulse-An analysis of issues 
shaping Africa’s economic future’ 
it explained that agriculture has 
contributed little to Nigeria’s 
economic growth over the past 
two decades. This should be food-
for-thought for our policy makers.

Rather than grow their 
economies through the viable 
sector, resource-rich countries 
including Nigeria have been 
indicted for depending more on 
rents from mineral resources, 
especially crude oil sales. In 
specific terms the report stated 
that “Though resource-rich 
countries have been growing 
faster on average during 1996-
2011,  s ome res ourc e-p o or 

countries such as Ethiopia, 
Rwanda and Mozambique have 
also grown fast, driven by services 
and agriculture.

“In contrast, in Angola, Nigeria 
and Zambia, three of Africa’s long-
standing resource-rich and faster-
growing countries, resource rents 
and services make up the lion 
share of growth. The difference 
in the contribution of agriculture 
to growth is particularly striking 
(2.5 percent points per year in the 
three fast-growing resource-poor 
countries versus only one per cent 
in the three fast growing resource-
rich countries.) There is also larger 
volatility in the growth pattern 
of the resource-rich countries, 
mainly reflecting the volatility in 
resource rents.”

In  addit ion,  the  rep ort 
stated that the contribution of 
manufacturing and non-mineral 
related industries remained 
modest in both groups.

It would be recalled that in 2012 
alone about a quarter of African 
countries grew at seven per 
cent or higher. Indeed, countries 
such as Sierra Leone, Niger, Cote 
d’Ivoire, Liberia, Ethiopia, Burkina 
Faso and Rwanda were amongst 
the fastest growing in the world.

The lessons for Nigeria to learn 
from this eye-opening report are 
many. First, is that a paradigm 
shift from the development in 
the fraud-ridden oil and gas sector 

to agriculture is necessary to 
grow the country’s economy 
because while the former is 
non-renewable the later is. In 
fact, recent reports in the oil and 
gas sector claim that Nigeria’s 
deposits, especially in crude oil 
may dwindle to insignificant 
level in some forty years. Add the 
sleazy scenario of direct crude oil 
thefts, illegal oil bunkering, illegal 
refineries, bombing of oil pipelines 
and low capacity utilisation of 
the four refineries and the need 
to shift emphasis to sustainable 
agricultural development down 
to the grassroots has become 
obvious.

The next crucial step is to 
identify the core competence of 
the different geo-political zones 
in agricultural resources and look 
at the potentials for increased raw 
materials production, processing, 
packaging,  marketing and 
sales. By involving the private 
sector, starting with the small 
and medium scale enterprises, 
agriculture could easily be 
employed as a veritable tool for 
massive job creation and food 
security.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  N i g e r i a 
must learn that its neglect of 
the agriculture sector through 
deliberate under-funding over the 
decades and the lack of synergy 
between research institutes and 
the private sector on the one hand, 
and between policy makers in the 
agric sector and the rural farmers 

on the other have combined to 
bringing Nigeria, to its dismal 
economic growth.

According to the World Bank 
Vice President, Maktar Diop 
in his response to the report, 
“African countries will need to 
bring more electricity, nutritious 
food, jobs and opportunity to 
families and communities in 
order to better their lives, end 
extreme poverty and promote 
shared prosperity.”

There is no denying the fact 
that the rural areas should be 
the focus for any meaningful 
and long lasting transformation 
in the nation’s agric sector. 
Local Government Councils, 
states, related NGOs on poverty 
reduction, women organizations, 
local machinery fabricators 
especially on rice, yam, cassava 
flour mills must be integrated 
with the finance/banking sector 
to benefit from International 
Donor agencies concerned about 
improved food production in the 
country.

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
in concert with similar ones at 
the state levels should increase 
human capacity building of the 
rural farmers using graduates 
in agriculture, food science and 
technology and related fields as 
farm extension workers. They 
could assist them in capacity 
building, increasing awareness 
on modern farm practices, 
introduction of hybrid, high-

yielding, early-maturing and 
dis eas e-resistant varieties 
as well as the use of more 
environmentally-friendly organic 
fertilizer. They could also assist 
the farmers to form registered 
cooperative societies with linkage 
to the Export Promotion Council 
(EPC).With these in place the food 
manufacturing sector could earn 
more revenue from the export of 
their processed farm produce.

All said, the World Bank 
report has revealed that the gap 
between Nigeria and the afore-
listed countries is getting narrow 
on more robust economic growth. 
And this is not traceable to oil but 
to the growth and development 
of the agric sector as it was before 
the discovery of crude oil in 
commercial quantity in the late 
fifties.

Beyond such initiatives, 
Nigeria should boost its agric 
sector with World Bank credit 
facilities. For instance, on June 
28, 2013the World Bank Board 
of Executive Directors  approved 
two International Development 
Association (IDA) credits totaling 
US$300 million to boost the 
government of Nigeria’s efforts 
to expand its agriculture sector 
while also providing food security 
and improved nutrition of the 
rural poor.

this may pose major issues latter 
on. I have experienced scenarios 
where youths deprived developers 
from accessing lands that were duly 
bought from traditional families as 
they claimed they were not ‘settled’ 
during the transaction.

The fourth step is to request for 
the land lay-out where such exists. 
The land lay-outs help you iden-
tify those key areas that have been 
marked out for other uses such as 
roads, drainages, schools, public 
halls and others that are expected 
to impact on the size of the land. I 
had a case in time when a devel-
oper bought over twenty acres for 
a mini estate development. As the 
company was about rolling out its 
developmental structures includ-
ing fencing; he was confronted by 
an army of youths who insisted 
that the fencing could not be done 
as this was going to deprive them 
of an age-long road to another 

flourishing village some distance 
away. At negotiation, they told the 
CEO of the Estate Company that 
he has to provide an alternative 
route for them if the fencing must 
be allowed. Unfortunately, the 
alternative route would require 
a bridge across a river that sepa-
rated the two communities. By 
the time the company consulted a 
construction firm to assess the cost 
of undertaking the construction; it 
was running into some millions of 
naira. The only option was to leave 
the road as it was. This clearly al-
tered the company’s original plan 
of having a uniquely modest estate 
comprising of a projected number 
of housing units as the estate was 
split into two smaller components. 
A lay-out would have solved this 
huge challenge earlier on. So, 
request for a layout is key. Where 
the family does not have any, get 
to the town-planning department 
closest to the land for help.

Fifth step is a Search. Do not just 
rely on verbal assurances that the 
land has no issues. In fact, we have 
discovered through practice and ex-
perience that more often than not; 

issues come up from those transac-
tions where such assurances were 
assuredly given. It is therefore, the 
duty of the professional you have 
engaged to conduct a due diligence 
on such traditional lands. Just like 
you would find out in your checks 
on the family, you will be able to 
discover a lot more information 
about your target land. Your search 
should cover the Lands and survey 
section of the Ministry of Housing, 
the Registries of the courts within 
jurisdiction, the police stations 
around, and other agencies that 
should be of interest in land mat-
ters. This may be a bit expensive 
as such Searches have their logistic 
costs and other expenses that may 
be required for such due diligence. 
It is however, better not to be penny 
wise and pound foolish! This stage 
is very critical as it saves you har-
rowing experiences arising from 
counter-claims. From experience, 
I know that land disputes could 
stretch for ages and may sometimes 
turn bloody in extreme cases.

When an aggressive search 
has been conducted and a clean 
bill is achieved, the next step may 
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be price negotiation. This also re-
quires some level of expertise. A 
lot of factors are considered when 
price negation is to be made. It is 
advisable to engage the services of 
Valuers and Agents who are bet-
ter informed of the moving rates 
within such communities. Here, 
you also need to be careful not to 
engage those that have selfish inter-
est to protect as this may negatively 
impact in your negotiation. Going 
back discreetly to conduct price 
intelligence is key in this respect. 
As a developer for instance, the best 
price is key as this may ultimately 
impact in your reselling price. So, 
you must be careful not to be over-
priced or short-changed.



Courage: The 
lost opportunity 
formula

W
hoever 
s a y s 
oppor-
t u n i -
ties are 

limited really knows noth-
ing about the definition of 
opportunity. Also, whoever 
sides in with the fact that 
opportunity is no longer in 
vogue has signed on lie of 
defeatism.

Opportunities remain 
constant, inexhaustible and 
readily available. But how 
come many are languish-
ing in poverty, penury and 
lack, if indeed your claims 
are real? How come many 
appeared to be hopeless and 
helpless in the face of life 
circumstances?

The definition of op-
portunity is what is readily 
available to all but can only 
be seen by few with cour-
age. Scriptures says “ … the 
honor of the King to find it 
out”(Prov.25:2) We are all 
confronted, accosted and 
trampled upon by oppor-
tunities everyday of our 
lives but blinded by wrong 
definition of what opportu-
nity is, and what it takes to 
access them.

God never created any-
body for failure; the design 
of heaven is prosperity, 
good health and long life.

We became beclouded 
by environmental p ol-
lution; the system of the 
world sold to us a wrong 
definition of what opportu-
nity is and where to find it.

Opportunity is that big 
business proposition pre-
sented to you which you re-
jected because of the size of 
your pocket or the amount 
of money in your bank ac-
count.

Opportunity is that idea 
that looks bigger than life 
to you.

Because of our inability 
to define what opportunity 
is or what makes for it, we 
have ended up squandering 

it on the platform of igno-
rance and wrong definition. 
One thing you must know is 
that every opportunity that 
emanates from God looks 
the size of God. Always big-
ger, heavier and mightier 
than you.

Joshua (Josh 1:6-7) had to 
be repeatedly warned and 
encouraged by God because 
of the scary nature of op-
portunity presented to the 
children of Israel, which he 
is to lead them into possess-
ing. He was petrified with 
fear at the enormity of the 
opportunity.

From time immemorial, 
the key to unlocking every 
opportunity presented to 
you in life is COURAGE. For 
every over comer or achiever 
in the Bible, it takes courage 
for them to take God at HIS 
WORD and take delivery of 
what was rightfully theirs.

The opportunity that God 
showed was far too much for 
their brain to comprehend. 
Take for example the case of 
Gideon, how do you face an 
army of 135,000 well-armed 
and equipped with 300 men 
with only a torchlight and 
a sword? It was a SUICIDE 
MISSION, but against what 
he saw, how he felt, courage 
delivered the entire army 
of the Midianites, Amorites 
and men of the East into his 
hands cheaply (Judges 7).

What is it that God has 
shown you that look larger 
than life? What is that idea 
that demoralizes you at the 
thought of it? It is time to 
summon COURAGE, take 
God at HIS WORD and slay 
it. Refuse to be intimidated 
and oppressed. Square your 
shoulders, look it straight in 
the eyes and defeat it as it has 
been destined.

Remain Blessed.
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T
he universe has 
enough room and 
space to accom-
modate to any de-

sired degree, both horizon-
tal and vertical increase of 
everything God created on 
earth. There is an infinite 
supply of grace from God, 
designed to take man to 
any height he aspires to 
attain in life within the 
scope of the uniqueness 
of his being. Anytime you 
decide to stop succeeding; 
the door to more success 
closes against you. The 
more you strive to succeed, 
the more you are allowed 
to succeed.

It is an undeniable truth 
that growth is an integral 
aspect of life. It is good 
to grow, but thegains of 
growth alone might just be 
enough to oil your survival 
instinct; it may not take you 
beyond the ordinary. At this 
stage, success might be at-
tained, but not maximised.  
This is more or less living 
on the average, because 
you may not have fully 
harnessed various possibili-
ties for success around you. 
To shun expansive increase 
is to accept and celebrate 
the minimum when the 
maximum is attainable. 
The possibilities of life are 
exploited maximally when 
you courageously break 
through the frontiers of 
growth and stride gallantly 
on the unfamiliar terrain 
of maximum living. Only 
very few people thread on 
this path in their lifetime. It 
is obvious that such people 
are celebrated even when 
they have passed on to the 
great beyond.

The earth’s carrying 
capacity is large enough to 
accommodate any multi-
plication quotient you de-
cide to employ to expand 
your life. There is enough 
room for you to achieve 
anything you aspire to 
achieve. The people we 
idolise today are people 
who discovered them-
selves and laboured cou-
rageously to deploy their 
potentials maximally, be-
fore bowing out gloriously 
from the world scene.It is 
up to you to fully exploit 
optimally the divine de-
posits inside you for great-

ness. There are myriads 
of opportunities around 
you. You cannot afford to 
die unfulfilled and uncel-
ebrated. A Danish proverb 
says, “Many have good 
cards in their hands if they 
only know how to play it.” 
It is forbidden that you 
should die with these great 
deposits inside you. That 
would be a monumental 
loss to God. The wealth of 
resources within you is 
limitless if only you will 
allow God to open your 
eyes to their possibilities.

You have been endowed 
with power to advance be-
yond subsistence. You are 
magnanimously endowed 
and embellished with God’s 
supernatural innate abili-
ties. You have vast deposits 
of God’s resources within 
you for optimum function-
ality in destiny. The extent 
to which you can increase 
in life is determined solely 
by how you were able to 
deploy the innate abilities 
God decorated you with.
God’s perpetual injunction 
to man, “… Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the 
earth…” (Genesis 1:28), is to 
be pursued vigorously as 
long as we live on earth. 
The phrase “replenish the 
earth” shows that there is 
a place partitioned for you 
on this earth to fill in with 
the resources, abilities, gifts, 
and potentials inside you. It 
is also a mandate for a life of 
impact to the betterment of 
other people around you. 
Distinguished reader, there 
is something you can do to 
impact your generation. 
This is the purpose of your 
existence on earth.

Nothing c ommitte d 
into your life should be 
allowed to extinct. It must 
be reproduced in such a 
way that it would outlive 
you. If all you are doing 
stops at your death, you 
are a colossal disappoint-
ment. The choice is yours; 
whether to attain great-
ness or waste away in the 
overcrowded base of medi-
ocrity and non-achievers. 
You can get ahead. Tap the 
vast resources inside you 
and begin to replenish the 
earth with them. Rise up! 
The world is waiting to 
celebrate you.

Excellent life

The terrain of 
maximum living

C
ontinuing from 
where we stopped 
last week on the 
subject of college 

entrepreneurship and 
how to take advantage of 
the opportunities preva-
lent in the university com-
munity.

 Résumé writing ser-
vice - Whether applying 
for a summer internship 
or preparing for life after 
the university, majority 
of college students need 
a well-written résumé. 
Internships and jobs are 
at a c omp etitive high 
right now and the way a 
résumé looks and reads 
can make or break a stu-
dent’s chances for a posi-
tion at his or her dream 
company.

First and foremost, it’s 
important that your ré-
sumé be impeccable so 
you can guarantee your 
services to other students. 
Go into your school’s cam-
pus career counseling cen-
ter to learn about résumé 
writing and perfect your 
own. The internet will 
also be your primary tool 
to help with research of 
résumé formatting.

 If you’re an excellent 
writer with a sharp eye for 
how to organise informa-
tion clearly, résumé writ-
ing is an easy opportunity 
for you to help others and 
make money on your own 
time.

 Professional résumé 
writers can charge thou-
sands of Naira per résumé; 
however, as a university 
student catering to other 
young and upcoming fel-
lows, start off by keeping 
rate fairly low to both 
attract and make your 
service affordable to this 
committee of people. .

 Bookkeeping - Often-
times when you think of 
bookkeeping, numbers, 
math, accounting and fi-
nance pop into your head. 
However, you don’t need 
to be a finance major to 
pursue a job as a book-
keeper. Professionals will 
tell you that having a basic 
knowledge of accounting 
may be helpful, but it’s 

not a necessity. If you have 
decent computer skills and 
the ability to navigate real-
world problems, book-
keeping is a great option 
for you.

All businesses are re-
quired to maintain book-
keeping records, so there 
is always a demand for 
bookkeepers; outsourcing 
a university student as a 
bookkeeper is an obvious 
way for these companies 
(especially the smaller 
ones) to limit costs and 
avoid hiring an expensive 
professional.

 Startup costs are low. 
They include software 
such as QuickBooks or 
Xero, which cost any-
where very little, and 
marketing your services 
to businesses through 
job listings, referrals or 
your in-school network. 
You are recommended 
to charge around low for 
a start for bookkeeping 
services, although this fee 
can vary depending on the 
complexity of the work 
and the extent of your ex-
perience. Start lower, and 
when you build your skills 
and referral base, you can 
price upwards.

 Jewelry maker - You 
don’t need to be a world-
class jeweler to start your 
own jewelry line. Some 
people started off by mak-
ing simple knot friendship-
bracelets. Years later, you 
may find yourself making 
wire-wrap jewelry, which 
you will be selling on any 
of the e-commerce plat-
forms that charges nothing 
or a small fee per listing.

We would continue 
with this article next week 
as we discuss further the 
subject of college entrepre-
neurship and how to take 
advantage of opportunities 
in the university com-
munity. Send me an SMS/
WhatsApp message or Call 
for more details and train-
ing opportunities.

 
- Nwaodu Lawrence 

Chukwuemeka (Ideas Ex-
change Consulting).

 nwaodu.lawrence@hot-
mail.co.uk  (07066375847).
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H
ow can both the public and 
private employers leverage 
on the digital age to enhance 
employees’ performance?

Primarily, digitalisation is all 
about having to leave the norm (from paper 
to per conversation) to do things that are 
not the regular things government wants 
to consider. Productivity is easy to measure 
to increase output in the digital age. Also, in 
terms of monitoring, the digital faces which 
is one the drives of government globally. I 
also want to personally agree that with digi-
talisation, the bottom line for any govern-
ment is increase in productivity and reduced 
waste. Digitalisation can help us achieve that 
faster. Even the issue of corruption and all of 
that, you can see the number of activities a 
person does per time if you digitalised. It will 
really help in terms of those bottom lines.

I asked the question because in Lagos 
for instance, the perennial traffic can be 
so time consuming and several organisa-
tions, if not all, still insist their employees 

I foresee a Nigeria with a minister 
of new media – Ayeni Ekundayo

report to office at stipulated time, usually 
8:am. In this digital age, is it not possible for 
certain employees to work from home to 
the advantage of employers?

Yeah. For the angle of digitalisation, 
technology has made life faster. People 
can easily clock-in and start work right 
from home. If you are supposed to be up 
by 8: am, you can be by for 8: am, clocked-
in, and as soon as your system comes live, 
every other person knows that it is time 
for you to be at work and they know. So, it 
shows on the dashboard of even your boss 
that you are at work. And then your tasks 
and the schedule time for those tasks. So 
we know that within an hour you are sup-
posed to deliver on ‘xyz’ and that will just 
be done straight away. It makes it easy for 
everyone to follow through the activities 
and get things done if they work remotely 
from their home. But the other side to it 
is that other cultural factors now kick in. 
Such as employees complaining of poor 
internet service and electricity; that may 
cap for excuses for not doing what they are 

supposed to do. That is why most employ-
ers want their employees to show up in 
their place of work. But normally, if it is a 
developed environment where things can 
be measured, you can’t give excuses based 
on infrastructural ground. You can work 
remotely from home. We have companies 
we work with in the country and outside 
the country. We have clients in the US, 
Australia and in India. We work with them 
remotely from home and we don’t give 
complaint of infrastructural issues. I have 
people who also work for me as freelance 
and as much as you are working; every 5/10 
minutes, depending on the parameter we 
set, your screen will be screen-shot and I 
know what you are doing per time. If you 
left what you are supposed to do and go to 
social media to play you don’t know when 
your screen will be shot. It is not what the 
employee can remotely monitor but I can do 
the monitor to see what your screen looks 
like. So, this is the age we are now.

Is there any organisation you know 

that has allowed its employees to work 
from home and the employees fail to 
deliver by giving excuses ‘based on infra-
structural ground’ as you put it?   

The only organisation that is seemly 
close to what we are talking about in 
Nigeria that I know of is Virgin Airline. 
They wanted to implement it for Nigerian 
market. I know they have started that al-
most globally now. Most organisations in 
Nigeria will probably don’t want to do that 
now because of the kind of people we are. 
And also, I have tried it personally, but I 
discovered I have to provide the supporting 
infrastructure to make it happen; fuelling 
their generator, provide internet just for 
them to stay up to task. And this is what 
we do immediately, maybe when we go on 
December break. So, we fund everything. 
We also ensure the employees have extra 
allowance to make things happen. So, you 
don’t have an excuse. By the time you are 
collecting N20, 000 from us to support your 
infrastructure; you are not supposed to 
also give us an excuse. You have to deliver 
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Harvard University trained Ayeni Ekundayo, CEO, BusinessPlus Service (Inbound Marketer/Google 
Certified Adwords Fundamentals, search advertising, display adverts) is one of those leading digital 
revolution in Nigeria. He tells NATHANIEL AKHIGBE in this interview, how both public and private em-
ployers in Nigeria can position themselves in this digital age for revenue maximisation. Excerpts:  

Ekundayo



on your part of the deal. I will encourage 
employers of labour to support employees 
to make it happen.

If you are encouraging employers to 
support the employees to make working 
from home possible, what part would the 
employees play in this arrangement, since 
the gesture is to make them (employees) 
more efficient?

Yeah. As I said, it depends on the ma-
turity level of the employees in handling 
what is being offered. When you work 
with less supervision, which is one of the 
requirements you find on job openings 
these days. Can you work under little or no 
supervision? Because you are expected to 
be productive and not just do activities; and 
that is why all of that were made available. 
And the bottom line for every organisa-
tion is revenue generation. So, if you have 
to go the other course and come to tell us 
story, and as a result you were not able to 
meet your tasks, then you have just wasted 
your organisation’s money, thereby making 
yourself very vulnerable to be fired. But if 
many organisations can try that out, except 
for financial organisations where you need 
to collect physical cash from clients, bulk of 
these jobs can be done from peoples’ homes. 
And the employee must, as much as he can 
stay tuned to make sure the needs of the 
organisations are met.

Now, what department(s) in a financial 
organisation do you think can be support-
ed by the organisation to work from home 
apart from the weekly meeting days in the 
interest of both parties (the employer and 
the employee?)  

From the creative units, they can work 
from home. If they can get their technol-
ogy team to work from home it will be 
nice. That will work better because a lot of 
them preferred working from home and do 
things at their own convenience. They can 
actually work all night for you at home if 
supported. But if you have to box them into 
office it kills creativity and productivity in 
those sets of people. So, those are the major 
arms. But maybe for operation, cash col-
lection, you need to have them physically 
available. And then some part of customer 
care: such as chat with customers when 
needed, have phone calls as far as the envi-
ronment is not noisy, can be managed from 
home. I think it make a lot of sense.  

How do you see going full digital in 
Nigeria impacting our roads in urban 
areas in terms of managing traffic? Will 
working from home serve as key to solv-
ing the perennial traffic problems in Lagos 
for instance?

Working from home will really help 
in that regards because that mean many 
people won’t take out their cars for that 
day. On a Monday morning they are in 
their houses. Imagine 20% of people who 
use Lagos roads decide to work from home. 
That means we will free up the traffic and 
there would be faster moments all around.

What are the social economic benefits 
that digitalisation has brought to people 
living urban areas?

First, the higher productivity is, the high-
er cash inflow to the economy. Although 
for every organisation or every economy, 
you will also be able to engage some young 
people. For example, there are a lot of web-
sites where they can go register, instead of 
just to do scam and 419. You can easily get 
website job and stay remotely at home and 
finish the execution of this job. There are a 
lot of young people that do creative drawing 
and writing but because they are not even 
given the opportunity and you are not al-
lowing them work from home. I have a little 
money and a job to give out, and the person 
who can do the job is maybe, 35 kilometres 
away, do you need to tell the person to come 
to work every day or remotely outsourced it 
to the person?  The person become relevant, 

make some money and I get my job done; in-
stead of insisting that the person must come 
to my preferred physical official location for 
30 days and I have to still cover that cost. 
So, that increases the bottom line in terms 
of cash inflow into the economy and there 
is increase in value. That brings a level of 
international presence in here. Same thing 
you will find in India. Most call centres in the 
US are outsourced to Indians. When I call by 
bank in the US the person speaking is from 
India and he tells me ‘don’t worry we will 
solve your problem’; meanwhile, the person 
is not there in the US. Some have never seen 
a plane before. But it is just because they can 
handle remote jobs from home and money is 
going into that economy. So, that is a model 
I think we should start embracing because 
very soon, there is a big weave coming. 
Hurricane pursuers always think ahead by 
positioning themselves at the location where 
the next hurricane is expected to happen. 
The big weaves coming is that digital will 
catch us like storm. It is no longer a trend. 
It is the reality of our time; and many CEOs 
have not realized this and it will happen 
very soon; sooner than they expect. And 
there is a young hot generation in Nigeria 
who is about 70 million people or more; who 
are closely marked as the millennial. So, we 
who have gone ahead need to embrace what 
they are going to embrace; because there are 
new apps every day, new introduction, new 
technologies which we don’t have the time 
to study every day. But these young people 
can study and make money from it and see 
how they can even employ it for an organi-
zation. So, we shouldn’t neglect that aspect 
because I foresee a Nigeria where we will 
have a minister of new media or minister of 
digitalization. That is happening very soon.

You seem to be saying digitalization 
is not a threat to employment but to 
those who refuse to position themselves 
by learning to adopt. Are you in essence 
saying there is no cause for alarm that 
digitalization will take job from many?

Obviously, there was a generation before 
now when we used to have typists and 
secretaries, if you can remember. They 
were the ones to type and do other related 
jobs before commuters started coming in; 

and the secretaries refused to change. Be-
fore you know what was happening, the 
secretaries and the typists lost out of the 
game. We then progressed to the era of 
receptionists; they will type the letters in 
the computer and all of that. Gradually 
all these started losing their jobs because 
the MDs and CEOs started replying mails 
themselves. And then, cybercafé became 
a business. And then again cybercafé 
started dying out because everybody now 
has access to the internet remotely in their 
homes. It is a trend that you need to look at 
where it is going to and and stay in front. 
If you upgrade with the system, you will 
still have your position, even earning more 
money. An organization does not suddenly 
digitalize over night. They do it gradually 
but if you position yourself for an upgrade, 
you will be able to write on the new ones. 
But if you don’t, obviously you can’t meet 
up. You can’t put old wine into new wine 
skin. There are things we used to do 20 
years ago that are no longer here.   

So, where is Nigeria today as a nation is 
terms digitalization?

I will say the private sector is catching 
up fast. Government is gradually trying 
to do a lot; and I like the fact that the new 
government is trying to do some catch ups 
with the current realities, but is not really 
working in that manner. The government 
is slow in catching up with those realities. I 
understand it is a large scale. It is not a one 
man control remotely. But the government 
needs to catch up with what the private 
sector is doing. I like the fact that they 
are doing TSA. I like the fact that some of 
the government payments are becoming 
automated. Most government agencies 
now have their own website. Govern-
ment officials now have Twitter handle 
and Facebook account, which make a lot 
of sense. But with time, they may need to 
up the game so that the reality doesn’t pass 
them by. But I am impressed with what 
the new government is doing in terms of 
digitalization because it is going to curb 
down on corruption and less productivity 
among civil servants. Because you can track 
performance of each employee and this will 
help holistic management. It will also help 

the tax system.

Apart from TSA, what are other areas 
you believe government can fight corrup-
tion using technology?

For example, we now have citizens’ 
journalism. We also have third party report 
system. I like the fact that a lot of people are 
capturing policemen taking bribe; capturing 
video of a neighbour stealing and rubbery 
going on. These have gone a long way to curb 
a lot of things which we took for granted 
before. Now if a policeman accosts me on the 
road and he is trying to demand some kind of 
money, his is not sure if somebody is not re-
cording him. If I am being maltreated outside 
I am so sure somebody will capture it with 
camera and it will go viral and the govern-
ment will look into the matter. We should 
start looking at relatives and friends whose 
lifestyle is beyond their legitimate earnings. 
We should be able to say something about it 
on social media. Anywhere you see injustice 
going, you can easily captured it and release 
it. Citizenship journalism has gone a long 
way in Nigeria. They may not all be profes-
sionals but their contribution is very obvi-
ous. That has really put officials on their toes 
because they know if they lie about what 
actually happened, somebody somewhere 
have got the real one recorded. You see what 
is going in the National Assembly. We know 
what is happening per time as progress is 
going on they are live on Twitter and other 
social media platforms. Corruption can be 
curbed using those channels.

Are there correlations between digi-
talisation and revenue generation, par-
ticularly for government?   

I will pick Lagos State as case study. 
During the tenure before the current gov-
ernment, the Lagos State already had an 
automated process for residency. They had 
for tax system. They had for LASMA moni-
toring and all of that. What they simply do 
is to pick your details and verify you. For 
example, if you buy a car of N5 million, they 
can verify to know how much you earn; 
they can verify to know your BVN; they can 
call up to know if you are paying your tax; 
they can check to know if you are registered 
as citizen or resident of Lagos State and these 
have increased tax in the state. Revenue 
generation have increased across board for 
them; because all these things are integrated 
into one platform. So, the Governor can eas-
ily monitor monthly revenue of the state 
and the channels the revenue came from.

But much cannot be achieved in this 
digital age without strong internet service. 
Is Nigeria really prepared for this coming 
move as you say in terms of provision of 
internet services?

Yes we are ready. But the internet ser-
vice providers in Nigeria still need to crash 
their prices. But I am happy with current 
‘data war’ going on in the telecom sector; 
where mtn shows up today and say ‘I am 
given you 2 gigs for N1, 000’. Then, tomor-
row, glo shows up to say ‘I will you the 
same 2 gigs for N500’. It is data war going 
on now. Last year from one of the town hall 
meetings that NCC held, one of the things 
they came out with was that a lot of people 
are migrating from voiceover call to data 
overcall. So, a lot of people are using data 
now. That been said, we still need more 
infrastructure to support what we are doing 
currently. Logically, subsea cables need to 
come in more. Things like what Main One 
does. All those kind of cables that bring 
internet into the shores of Nigeria. We are 
now having more of fibrotic all around and 
that is very expensive; because for every 
one or two metres you dig, Lagos State will 
bill you and federal government will bill 
you about N40 or N45 per metre. It is good 
revenue for government but it is still very 
expensive for the end users. Government 
at all levels should cut down the price they 
take from these companies so that it can be 
a lot easier for the end users.
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GOtv unveils new brand 
identity, innovative package

L
eading up to its fifth 
anniversary cel-
ebration in October, 
GOtv recently un-
veiled a new pack-

age called GOtv Lite as well 
as a new look, innovatively 
packaged to offer subscribers 
the best.

The new look of the digi-
tal terrestrial pay-TV brand 
is more vibrant and it cap-
tures various emotions which 
GOtv’s compelling content 
arouse in its subscribers. 

The GOtv Lite package 
called ‘Small Pepper’ , according 
to the pay TV, is currently the 
most affordable pay-tv pack-
age in Nigeria. It says the  new 
package offers over 20 careful-
ly selected international and 
local channels and it gives cus-
tomers the flexibility to choose 

one of three payment options; 
N400 monthly, N1,050 quar-
terly or N3100 for one year.

 GOtv Lite is only available 
to existing subscribers and 
aimed at enabling more TV 
households access digital tele-
vision at an affordable price.

The GOtv Lite channel 
lineup includes: Afro Music 
Pop, Al Jazeera, e.TV, FAITH, 
Islam channel, JimJam, AIT, 
LTV, MITV, ONTV Max, TVC 
Entertainment, TVC News 
Nigeria, Channels, Trybe TV, 
STV, Wazobia TV, Galaxy TV 
and NTAi. Subscribers to the 
GOtv Lite package will also be 
able to access two audio chan-
nels namely, Naija FM and 
Wazobia FM. 

 Martin Mabutho, Gen-
eral Manager, Marketing and 
Sales, MultiChoice Nigeria 
said: ‘As a customer-focused 
organization, we understand 

DANIEL OBI

F
or the fifth consecu-
tive year, LG Elec-
tronics’ (LG) OLED 
TV was once again 

named the best high-end TV 
in Europe by the European 
Imaging and Sound Asso-
ciation (EISA), according to a 
statement. The EISA Awards 
are decided annually by a 
panel of experts from 50 
multimedia magazines from 
20 European countries who 
evaluate innovative prod-
ucts for their technological 
capabilities, design and in-
novation.

As the European High-
End TV Award winner, 
LG SIGNATURE OLED TV 
(model 65G6), was cited as 
being “truly state-of-the-
art” by the judges who were 
impressed by its ability to 
deliver perfect black for 
an incredible picture. The 
jury also commended LG 
SIGNATURE OLED TV for 
its support of both HDR 10 
and Dolby Vision™, the state-
ment said.

“We are honored to re-
ceive EISA’s most prestigious 
award for the fifth consecu-

LG OLED TV wins big at EISA 
awards 5 years running

that subscribers’ needs are not 
all the same, and their eco-
nomic might differ, as such 
we have introduced GOtv Lite 
to cater for the down market. 
GOtv subscribers can now pay 
less to enjoy more.’ 

‘As GOtv celebrates five 
years of enabling hundreds 
of thousands of households 
join in the digital television 
revolution, we are giving our 
subscribers more choice’, he 
added. 

Subscribers can subscribe 
to the new GOtv Lite by visit-
ing MultiChoice offices, deal-
ers or agents. 

The launch of GOtv Lite in-
creases the options available 
to GOtv subscribers to three 
-GOtv Plus for N1800 with 
50 channels, GOtv Value for 
N1200 offering over 25 chan-
nels and GOtv Lite offering 20 
channels.

tive year and every award 
is just as rewarding as the 
previous one,” said Brian 
Kwon, president of the LG 
Home Entertainment Com-
pany at LG Electronics in the 
statement. “This recognition 
confirms our belief that LG 
SIGNATURE OLED TV is 

Regal dry gin 
thrills consumers 
at Afro Beat Party 
Week

R
egal dry gin, a premi-
um gin brand from 
the stable of Grand 
Oak Limited thrilled 

thousands of its consumers at 
the fourth series of the Afro 
Beat Party 2016 held at the 
New Afrika Shrine, Lagos.

The event which held 
amidst pomp and pageantry 
witnessed huge turnout of 
patrons as most of the con-
sumers were given opportu-
nities to enjoy the rich taste 
of Regal dry gin at the revered 
party.

The well-organized event, 
according to a statement as-
sumed a dramatic dimension 
when A-list and upcoming 
music artists took to the stage 
for exciting performances to 
the delight of the crowd that 
danced and chanted all night.

Speaking on the partner-
ship between Regal dry gin 
and the Afrobeat party, the 
company’s representative, 
Assistant Manager,  Niyi 
Babatunde, said over the 
years, Regal dry gin has been 
successful partnering with 
the Fela brand and it can be 
remembered that Regal is the 
only brand to have organized 
a show that put FelaKuti and 
Femi Kuti on the same stage 
back in the 90’s.

an outstanding feat of engi-
neering with breathtaking 
picture clarity and revolu-
tionary design.”

A n o t h e r  LG  T V ,  LG 
UH770V SUPER UHD TV, 
was recognized with the 
European Smart TV Award 
for its impressive picture 

quality as well as for its 
intuitive webOS 3.0 user in-
terface. LG’s mobile division 
also landed an award for its 
LG G5 smartphone, which 
received the European Mo-
bile Innovation Award for 
its modular type design and 
full metal uni-body

L-R: Johnson Ivase, marketing manager, GOtv; Martin Mabutho, general manager, marketing 
and sales, MultiChoice Nigeria and Akinola Salu, general manager, GOtv during the Press 
Conference on the launch of GOtv Lite aka Small Pepper held at The Regent Hotel, 25, Joel 
Ogunnaike Street, GRA, Ikeja, Lagos.



F
orty-eight-year old 
Chinenye Alozie is a 
widow and mother 
of five who got more 
than what she bar-

gained for when she decided 
to be different from the lot. 
Even after seven years, Alozie 
says she cannot recount the 
story without tears rolling 
down her cheeks. Below is her 
story as told by her.

My husband died 11 years 
ago, leaving me with nothing 
to cater for our five children 
who were less than 10 years of 
age at that time. It wasn’t his 
fault though, because there 
was really nothing to leave be-
hind as we were already living 
from hand to mouth when he 
breathed his last.

I did not see his death com-
ing. It was not as if he was sick 
and his sickness depleted our 
funds. He was hale, hearty 
and full of life the night be-
fore he died. I could still hear 
the sound of his laughter as 
we cracked jokes into the dead 
of the night. Little did I know 
that that night was going 
to be his last as he slept and 
never woke up.

The crowd of sympathiz-
ers that flooded our tiny one 
room for condolence visits 
made me feel they had got my 
back covered but immediately 
my husband reached six-feet 
below the ground, they began 
to disperse faster than they 
came. It then dawned on me 
that I was all alone in this and 
I knew I had to change my 
line of business because the 
one I had at that time was not 
yielding much profit.

I sat down and after much 
consideration; I decided to 
venture into food business 
because it is known to be the 
fastest moving business ever. I 
needed money real quick and 
this business appears to be the 
only answer to such prayer.  
With the money I made 
during my husband’s burial, 
I bought food items and kick-
started the business.

Initially getting a good 
place to pitch my tent was a 
huge challenge. While I was 
hoping for a better place, 
I made do with the little 
space in front of my house. 
As expected, I did not make 
reasonable sales because the 
location was not right for that 
kind of business. Most days, 
my children and I ended up 
eating huge portions of the 
food because buyers were not 
forthcoming. This troubled 
me so much but there was 
little I could do.

I was considering hawk-
ing the food around when a 
neighbour opted to assist. She 
was a cleaner at University of 
Port Harcourt. She promised 
to speak to her boss about me, 
she did and I got a space in 

front of one of the male hostels 
to place my coolers of food.

Food vendors there were in 
grades. Mine was the lowest 
because unlike many others, I 
had no tables or chairs for the 
students you came around to 
eat. Most times, my customers 
came with their own plates 
and bought as much as they 
had on them. While those 
food vendors catered for cus-
tomers who had the money 
to spend, I took care of those 
who had little to spend.

On several occasions, I had 
given students who either 
claimed they had no money 
or begged they would pay the 
bills the following day food 
without thinking twice. This 
earned me more customers 
and enemies as well because 
other food vendor accused me 
of stealing their customers. 
Apart from that, my meal was 
always tastier and the portion 
served was bigger but cheaper 
when compared with the rest 
as attested by my customers. I 
made sure my food stand was 
always neat and customers 
always commended me for 
that.

Out of the students that ap-
proached me for freebies, one 
student stood out. His name is 
Nicholas and he was in his fi-
nal year at that time. Nicholas 
would owe me for more than 
a week but he always pays 
off his debt. I almost lost my 
patience with Nicholas one 
day as the money he owed 
me rolled into the following 
week. As he was about plead-
ing for more days in his usual 
manner, I paused and asked 
why he owed for that long be-
cause I needed that money.  I 
was expecting a flimsy excuse 
but instead, he told me about 

his life. 
Nicholas’s parents were 

never married and he had to 
live with his mother because 
he father never wanted him. 
His mother died when he was 
in secondary school, then his 
father was already married. 
Few days after his mother’s 
burial, he was parceled to his 
father’s house. The man never 
gave him much attention and 
so he struggled all the way 
until he got into the univer-
sity.

How did he get the money? 
Nicholas wrote examinations 
for people for a fee and with 
what he got; he was able to 
take care of his needs. He was 
waiting for the person he had 
written exam for to pay but 
the person has been dribbling 
him. I felt even sorry for him 
when he told me where he 
slept and I forgave his debt.

After that day, Nick as I 
called him became my son. 
The same way I worried about 
my children’s welfare, I wor-
ried about his. He would come 
always down every morning 
for breakfast and in the after-
noon for lunch because I had 
to leave on time to take care 
of my kids. Some days, the 
woman that sold beside me 
would tease me that my son 
was coming and most times, 
she would advise me to apply 
wisdom when dealing with 
people like Nicholas.

“One day, this man will 
graduate. When he leaves this 
university that would be the 
end of this ‘mummy’ he is call-
ing you. People like Nicholas, 
when they move, they don’t 
ever look back. Don’t spend all 
your money on him because 
of his sweet mouth. All these 
people that appear quiet are 

usually dangerous. Be wise 
madam Chi and shine your 
eyes!” she would always 
advise.

Contrary to her belief, I 
was not doing this because 
of I wanted a payback. I had 
children and who knows, the 
good I do for others might rub 
off on them also. I was sowing 
quite alright but I was hoping 
my children or grandchildren 
would be the beneficiaries 
somehow. So, I ignored her 
advice and continued sowing 
bountifully not minding who 
the reaper would be.

Nicholas graduated some 
months after and as my col-
league rightly said, he disap-
peared into the thin air and 
never visited as he promised. 
Rather than say something ill 
about Nicholas whenever my 
colleague chose to tease me 
that him, I would just smile 
and with time, she learnt 
to mind her business. I did 
not find her words hurting 
because I was not expecting 
anything in return for the 
kindness I showed Nicholas so 
I never regretted my actions.

Two years later, I told 
another colleague to watch 
my cooler of food while I go 
to ease myself in the nearby 
bush. When I returned, the 
crowd that greeted me was 
huge and I curious. I had to 
force myself through the 
crowd when I saw most of 
them were eating. “Have they 
rushed my food? What was 
really going on?’ I thought to 
myself.

I relaxed when I saw that 
my cooler was just the way I 
left it less than thirty minutes 
before but my colleagues had 
finished selling theirs. I was 
still trying to understand 

How a little deed of kindness changed my story

what was going on when one 
of the students shouted, “The 
woman is around” and im-
mediately the students moved 
closer. I was still in that 
confused mood when a young 
man emerged from nowhere, 
it was Nicholas! He said he 
would come back for me and 
he kept his word.

Immediately I saw him, 
tears began flowing down my 
cheeks. He rushed to me and 
hugged me while I sobbed. My 
eyes and that of my colleague 
who had taunted me about 
Nick met and she was in tears 
also. Standing beside me with 
my head on his shoulder and 
his arms wrapped around me, 
Nick addressed the crowd 
which kept growing by the 
minute. Word had gone round 
that a young man was giving 
out free food. Nick told the 
students who had gathered 
in front of the hostel how I 
am the mother he never had. 
He concluded by telling the 
students to enjoy my meal 
and my colleagues to take my 
coolers because ‘his mother’ 
was done with food business. 
With all that said, Nick led me 
to his car and on seeing me, 
the driver jumped down and 
opened the door.

As we drove, Nick told me 
how he managed to secure a 
job in an oil and gas firm be-
fore he concluded his National 
Youth Service because of his 
exceptionally good result. He 
said my children and I would 
start living with him from 
that day and he was going 
to take care of them like he 
would do his siblings. I never 
imagined I would be the one 
to reap what I sowed and 
when I did, I ended up reaping 
more than I sowed.
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‘It will pay CAN better to 
be united than divided’

 There seems to be an increase in 
divorce cases in the Christendom; why 
is it so?

I
nterestingly, I think the challenge 
over the time has been compari-
son of how marriage should be 
vis-à-vis the word of God, and the 
general practice of the world that 

we live. I have seen quite a number of 
society weddings that does not last few 
weeks, few months. Coming back to 
the church, I think our non-adherent 
to the guidance provided by the word 
of God and the Holy Spirit has inevita-
bly affected the quality and how long 
marriages have lasted.  Interestingly, 
I think the absence of the fear of God 
even when entering into marriage 
is the immediate challenge. So, I will 
counsel the youth to go back to how 
we began. Marriage is interestingly an 
institution that is not man-made. It’s in-
stituted by God and so the only person 
that can provide guidance and pathway 
towards success in marriage is God, the 
Almighty. If you look at programmes 
within the Christian community, there 
is nobody that went to a school for mar-
riage, many of us went into marriage 
solely on the belief that God is leading 
us and God through His men can coun-
sel us directly on who to choose. But, 
in the days in which we live, a number 
of us seem to be operating outside the 
template of God, outside the direction 
of God, outside the counsel of men and 
women who fear the Lord who have 
seen it and can provide counsel for us. 
And, that is why you find that the gen-
erations in the last couple of years has 
actually had more problems within the 
area of marriage than those who marry 
in the 70’s, 60’s and even in the early 
80’s, so when you look at it inferably 
it’s about us going back to God Himself 
who instituted marriage and following 
what God has outlined as steps towards 
a Godly home. You can have wedding 
in one day but marriage in a life time.

 What can the church do to help 
young couples towards a sustainable 
marriage?

I think a lot of churches vis-à-vis their 
policies and the groups they have set up 
to help the youth have created avenues 
for Christian counseling towards mar-
riage. I have heard of different churches 
just like ours, the Redeemed Christian 
Church of God (RCCG), we have very 
strong platform whereby the young are 
counseled, advised and prayed with, 
and are given practically better guid-
ance towards real life. Because one way 
is to give people counsel that they can-
not apply to real life situation, but for 
us and for quite a number of churches 
this applies. My advice to the leaders 
and for the young one’s not to think 
that they know much more than the 
provisions of the church for their lives. 
To embrace this and seek for guidance, 
I will counsel them to seek for different 

The Worshippers

books on churches’ policies and guid-
ance on counseling so that again they 
can take their time in the area of prayer 
and fasting so that they can equally 
grow in knowledge. Like in our days, 
maybe there are not too many books 
we are exposed to, maybe there are not 
too many counselors we are exposed to 
about the intricacies of marriage, but 
today there are lots of materials where 
the young one’s can read, there are lots 
of programmes where they can attend, 
engage them in courtship programmes 
that can broaden their understanding 
in preparatory towards marriage and 
these I expect that they will explore.

 What does the CAN election por-
tend for the church?

Interestingly, I think we need to look 
at the CAN election in a broad perspec-
tive of it and the first issue of prompted 
accusation that the presidency has an 
interest in who becomes CAN president 
for the first time, and this is the first time 
this is coming to the fore, the other part 
of marginalisation by some particular 
region to the other, and interestingly for 
those who are very much aware of the 
way CAN is structured, we are struc-
tured in blocs; blocs of groups, zones, 
PFN and the likes, and interestingly I 
keep telling people news is not news if 
it’s not bad. Interestingly, a number of 
these things are basically prompted is-
sues that have no foundation and again 
you will find out that this election went 
smoothly. In every election, lets come 
back to the election of the president in 
Nigeria, not everybody voted but ev-
erybody above the age of 18 has the 
right to vote but some people refuse to 
exercise their voting rights, and so the 
same thing in a Christian community; 
why should my not being able to vote 
or my deciding not to vote be misin-
terpreted and grossly escalated to cre-
ate the division so to speak. So, when 
you look at the CAN election I think it 
was an issue of certain people trying to 
blow-up what is not actually existing 
from the perspective in which I look at 
it from my personal opinion and I feel 
that we should allow a system that is in 
place to keep working instead of allud-
ing interpretation to those system, and 
that is better for us. So, for us as a Chris-
tian community, it’s about service to 
God, first and foremost, it’s about being 
approved of God. It’s about doing things 
that we know that after this world we 
will stand before the Lord and be judged 
by God.

So, for us as a Christian community I 
think we are united as the Lord would 
want us to be, but one thing is that in 
every community you will always find 
certain group of people who feel dis-
enfranchised. It’s a personal feelings, it 
does not mean that it existed.

What is your view about the state of 
the nation?

Nigeria currently is going through 

a phase and like it has been severally 
mentioned, our current challenge as 
a nation is not a continuous challenge 
it’s a systemic challenge over the years 
and decades. That it’s blowing up on our 
faces at this point in time does not make 
it something new. Interestingly, no mat-
ter what you consider as issues current-
ly today, did not start today, we must 
never forget that. Then two, in terms 
of how to resolve these issues, there 
are three ways to resolving an issue; it 
could be an immediate solution, a short 
term solution or a long term solution. 
Now, when you know that within the 
leadership, these options of solution are 
very open to them and it is within their 
discretion really that they take each op-
tion and weigh it against demands and 
expectations of the people. For instance, 
if you are looking for an immediate so-
lution which may not be sustainable, 
the government can take certain steps 
to ameliorate the challenges that we are 
facing now. If you are looking at a mid-

term solution that will mean that after 
this mid-term palliatives solution, we 
will go back to square one, the govern-
ment itself can try to avoid that but an-
other government can say look I want 
to bring up a solution that will be long 
term, I think the effect of that is what 
we are seeing now. Am believing, am 
suspecting that some of the solutions 
that the government is presenting to 
us and putting in place are solutions 
that will be sustainable over the years 
and they will solve our challenges that 
have been created over decades for us. 
So, as a church in the place of prayers, 
we are praying and in the place of doing 
things within our areas of difference as 
a church within the community where 
we all find ourselves, am sure God has 
helped us in a way that we can affect 
the people in a little and am sure that 
different pockets of these actions will 
again add-up to what the government 
is trying to do and in a bit, it will help 
the movement of Nigeria.
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Segun Adewunmi is the presiding pastor of Grace Parish of the 
Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG), Alagbole, Akute, Ogun 
State. In this interview with SALAU SEYI-JOHN, he spoke about 
the challenges facing the nation, Christian Association of Nigeria 
(CAN) election and young couples in the church. Excerpts:

Segun Adewunmi



S
ince 2008 when the National Art 
Competition (NAC) debuted with the 
maiden edition titled: “The Unbreak-
able Nigerian Spirit”, a crop of talented 
artists have been discovered  through 

the competition sponsored by Nigerian Brew-
eries Plc, and organised by African Artists 
Foundation.

As well, the competition has lived up to its 
expectations over the years with improve-
ments, intrigues and amazing works and in-
novative ideas courtesy of the budding artists 
that engage in the annual healthy rivalry in a 
bid to excel the most in their crafts.
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Artists set for another rivalry
…As entries open for 9th National Art Competition

Of course, the competition aims to promote 
the conceptual development of contemporary 
art in Nigerian with the mission of raising 
awareness on relevant social issued through 
the use of creative artistic expression. It also 
showcase talent in diverse medium as paint-
ing, sculpture, photography , missed media, 
installation, and video art and is open to aspir-
ing Nigerian artists. Over the past eight years, 
the competition has cemented itself as a lead-
ing platform for the development of the next 
generation of contemporary artists in Nigeria.

Hence, Nigerian Breweries Plc. and African 
Artists’ Foundation (AAF) are pleased to an-
nounce the Call for Entries for the ninth edi-
tion of the National Art Competition, entitled 

‘Shifting Boundaries’.
In his speech at a media chat held recently 

at the breweries headquarters in Lagos, Kufre 
Ekanam, corporate affairs adviser, Nigerian 
Breweries Plc., noted that, “The National Arts 
Competition is one of the platforms of our sus-
tainability agenda of ‘Brewing a Better World’ 
falling in the focus areas of growing with 
communities and represents a key testament 
to our philosophy of ‘Winning with Nigeria’. 
We recognize that arts plays an important 
role in strengthening cultural values in any 
society and this sponsorship remains part of a 
broad initiative to support art development in 
Nigeria, as well as the development of talent  in 
various fields of arts. This competition enables 
up promote and encourage the development of 
creativity, arts and artists in Nigeria”.

Explaining further, Ekanam said ‘Shifting 
Boundaries’, the theme of this year’s competi-
tion was chosen to encourage artists to mani-
fest through theirs works the diverse meaning 
of boundaries with emphasis on the shifts, 
changes, and transformation that influence 
myriad the boundaries of our modern worlds.

While praising the sustained sponsorship 
of the competition over the years by Nige-
rian Breweries Plc, Azu Nwagbogu, director, 
African Artists’ Foundation, the organisers of 
the competition, noted that the competition 
would unfold in the usual three stages; Call for 
Entry, Artists Retreat and the Final Exhibition 
& Announcement of winner.

Giving the oraginsers’ perspective on the 
theme, Nwagbogu  explained that ‘Shifting 
Boundaries’ is an exploration of the porous, 

situational, and ever changing concept of the 
boundary through artworks that will discuss 
and embody what a boundary was, is, and will 
become in the 21st century. “While we most 
often associate boundaries with geographical 
bodies and land masses, the term is applicable 
to many other areas as we begin to think about 
personal boundaries, symbolic boundaries, 
boundaries of time and space. The Internet 
has also redefined and further democratised 
our ideas of what constitutes a boundary. Just 
as well as a boundary keeps things, people, 
and lands separated it also keeps these bodies 
together --creating unity and community in 
some situations and havoc and chaos in others”.

According to him, intending participants are 
to submit their entries via the website www.
nationalartcompetition.org from August 25 
2016 till September 25, 2016 when the entry 
closes. They are to submit proposals only and 
not finished works. There will be an Artists’ 
retreats and workshop facilitated by leading 
artists, scholars and art practitioners. There 
will be mentoring and studio visits for finalists 
during the retreat.

The grand final and judging ceremony will 
be held in December 2016 to select winners. 
Like last year, the prizes to be won include; N2 
million and a solo exhibition for the first place 
winner. There will also be N1 million each 
for winner of the Outstanding Concept and 
Outstanding Production respectively.

The organisers alos disclosed that Profes-
sor El Anatsui will head the artistic selection 
committee that will determine the winners 
this year.

NAC 2015 winning work titled

 ‘No Rest, No Comfort, Confusion Everywhere’ by Sabastine Ugwuoke, NAC 2015 winning work
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Arts Professor 
Johnbull 
counsels 
eligible 
bachelorettes 
in episode Six

V
iewers of popular TV comedy drama 
series, Professor Johnbull, sponsored 
by Globacom, grand masters of 
data, had more than enough fun on 

Tuesday night when the sixth episode entitled 
“Half Bread and Puff-puff”  came on air on NTA 
network, NTA International (Channel 251 on 
DSTV) and Startimes on Nigeria Television 
Authority (NTA Network).

The thought-provoking episode which left 
many reeling with laughter while soaking in 
the importance of the message, highlighted 
the need for ladies in Nigeria to be cautious 
and wise when making decisions on dating 
and marriage partners.

The story revolved round the trio of 
Europe-based lover boy Sani Danja, (Malik), 
Ufoma acted by Bimbo Akintola and Bidemi 
Kosoko (Jumoke) as they found themselves in a 
love triangle due to Malik’s marriage proposals 
to both Ufoma and Jumoke.

Malik had met stunning beauty, Ufoma 
while driving around and decided to woo her 
but met an unfriendly lady who was more 
interested in selling her yams. All attempts 
by Malik proved abortive as Ufoma remained 
unperturbed and ended up telling Malik how 
she was impregnated by a Europe-based Ni-
gerian who disappeared into thin air many 
years back.

They were on this issue when Jumoke 
and her lover boy, Flash, strolled in. Jumoke 
immediately waded into the matter and suc-
ceeded in pulling Malik away. But instead of 
helping him on the Ufoma issue, she decided 
to ‘market herself ‘and Malik who was very 
desperate, agreed to marry her immediately 
to the surprise and consternation of Ufoma 
who watched the ensuing drama in awe. Flash 
attempted without success to dissuade Jumoke 

from joining Malik in his car. His attempt met 
Jumoke’s stiff resistance.

The “new couple” later surfaced at Olaniyi 
(Yomi Fash-Lanso)’s Nkwobi joint where 
Olaniyi congratulated them and advised 
couples to always court for long time before 
marriage. He asked how long Jumoke had 
known Malik and she said 5 years which 
shocked Malik who whispered to her “that’s 
a lie. Flash appeared immediately and in an-
noyance asked Jumoke what she was doing 
around, to which she answered sarcastically 
“Exam” and left the joint immediately with 
Malik only to meet Ufoma on the way and 
a fight ensued. The appearance of Professor 
Johnbull outside the joint calmed frayed 
nerves and he intervened by summoning all 
of them to his house: “Advance to my house 
for clarity,” he said.

It was however at Professor’s house that 
the love quagmire unraveled as Madam 
Christina’s (Patience Ozokwor) arrival with 

O
lo Omidan Bata, Nigeria’s only 
female potter, is set to explode 
on the world stage as she takes 
her musical act to some cities 

across Africa and Europe following a se-
ries of invitational performances line up 
for the artiste from the stable of Atunda 
Entertainment.

The young Nigerian act blaze the trail 
with her show of exceptional display on 
the three piece bata drum combining it 
effectively with her sensational sing-
ing and titillating performance that is 
accompanied by well -choreographed 
back up dancers.

Her unique style of performance 
has earned her accolades and huge 
following as she has over the years 
performed at a number of high profile 
corporate events and stages across the 
country. Now, she is set to take her act 
to the world stage courtesy of a series of 
invitational performances across Africa 
and the world.

Olo Omidan Bata explodes on the world stage, headlines Abidjan exhibition, AU, UNESCO events
Her world tour begins on the Africa 

continent as she has been engaged as 
the star performer at the Made in Nige-
ria Exhibition holding in Abidjan, Cote 
d’ Voire on September 5, 2016. Next 
on the list is a visit to the Addis Ababa 
headquarters of the African Union (AU) 
to perform at the reception for world 
dignitaries attending the African Fash-
ion show on September 15, 2016. The 
fashion event is being put together by 
AU in conjunction with the legendary 
Gold for African Fashion.

This climaxes with appearance on 
the Paris stage as she performs for guests 
in October for a United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organisa-
tion’s (UNESCO) fashion show event in 
partnership with the legendary Gold for 
African Fashion.

Olo is known for her authentic Afri-
can sound infused with a lot of African 
musical and cultural elements, which 
for many discerning audience is a re-

her daughter, whose testimony also cor-
roborated the story of escapades of overseas 
lovers, finally nailed Malik. Slippery Malik 
had proposed to Ufoma and Jumoke within 
one hour. The two ladies, joined by Mama G’s 
daughter, subsequently descended on Malik, 
beating him silly.

Professor Johnbull, in his characteristic 
candid manner, condemned the attitude of 
Casanovas like Malik. He advised ladies to be 
wise in dating and marrying overseas lovers, 
saying, ”do not base your decision on what 
you see which is infatuation, Marry who you 
know. Be wise”

Exclusively produced by Globacom, Profes-
sor Johnbull is a star-studded television drama 
series featuring top Nollywood stars including 
Mama G, Helen Paul, Mercy Johnson-Okogie 
and Ime Bishop Okon. Others are Queen Nwo-
koye, Bovi, Chiwetalu Agu, and O.C. Ukeje. 
The series producer is Tchidi Chikere while 
Richard Mofe-Damijo is the series consultant.

Ashoka trains youth 
entrepreneurs on 
storytelling

The need for youth empowerment through 
entrepreneurship was the high point of 
bringing youth together under the auspices 

of Ashoka Anglophone West Africa for training 
on storytelling to mark international youth day.

The training was on how to use storytelling 
techniques to tip partners towards change-mak-
ing and building a participatory environment for 
young people. Discussions were very participa-
tory, with fellows giving practical examples.

“We believe that building a critical mass 
of ground-breaking social entrepreneurs is an 
important step toward creating a vibrant and 
prosperous African continent,” said Josephine 
Nzerem, executive director, Anglophone West 
Africa during Ashoka’s Anglophone West-Africa 
workshop on storytelling held recently in Lagos.

“We want to see our young ones flourish in 
their enterprises and access the necessary sup-
port needed to scale their ideas,” she said.

Nzerem stated that the foundation serves as 
a platform for collaboration and exchange, while 
also designing new ways for the citizen sector to 
become more productive, entrepreneurial, and 
globally integrated.

At the end of the training, a storytelling 
contest was organised among the youth en-
trepreneurs and was won by Oc-Kaey Nigeria 
Enterprise, a start-up business focused on plastic 
and poly recycling.

“I feel very excited for this. This is the first 
storytelling competition I have participated and 
winning here today means a lot,” said Kanayo 
Ejifor, founder, Oc-Kaey Enterprise.

Dandon Entertainment Limited and Hill 
Dreams Production Limited took second and 
third place position respectively.

Currently, the foundation is working with 
twelve schools across Anglophone West Africa 
to lookout for more leading schools that are enliv-
ening the learning experience of young people.

Ashoka fellows in Africa are empowering 
people to create their own economic and civic 
opportunities, addressing the pandemic of HIV/
AIDS and other health concerns, introducing 
more effective education systems, protecting 
the environment and natural resources, and 
resolving conflict.

The foundation is a global community of 
successful, innovative leaders of large number 
of members in more than 20 countries who 
see entrepreneurship as the primary engine for 
economic and social development.

freshing development as she has shown 
that African music can hold its own on 
the world stage.

Her performance at the recently 
held first ever Nigerian Drum Festival 
in Abeokuta, Ogun State won her im-
mense following as she overwhelmed 
the audience with her electrified per-
formance, which saw the governor of 
the state, Senator Ibikunle Amosun, 
giving her a standing ovation and host-
ing her to a dinner. Olo Omidan Bata 
broke through a humble background as 
back up artiste to take on the act of bata 
drumming, which is one of the complex 
drums in Nigeria, especially South 
Western Nigeria where the instrument 
originates from. The three piece drum is 
the exclusive preserve of the male folks 
but Olo has perfected the act and com-
bined it effectively and professionally 
with her singing prowess to deliver on 
eclectic and exciting performance for 
her teeming audience.
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T
he Road to 
W’omoko is 
like a jour-
ney through 
the tortuous 

path of life. It reflects 
the central motif that 
runs through some of 
Wole Soyinka’s works, 
especially The Road. 
The road is fraught 
with danger, and some-
times death. Such is the 
road to W’omoko. In 
the title poem “Road to 
W’omoko”, for instance, 
the persona encoun-
ters “the gap-toothed 
masquerade/dancing to 
the beat of the forest”; 
“the drums chant about 
munitions and ruin-
ations”, and “the ekwe of 
swords and skulls”. He 
also sees “a vast field of 
dry bones”, all images of 
death, just like “the path 
to the ancient grove” 
in “Footprints” is lined 
with the footprints of 
animals, winged and 
wingless, of good and 
bad omen, danger-
ous as well as friendly. 
But again, “Road to 
W’omoko” recounts the 
persona’s encounters at 
different times of the 
day on the road to the 
stream, from the first 
stanza where the per-
sona breaks his earth-
enware pot to the last 
stanza where he dives 
into W’omoko, “making 
a rousing splash across 
seven hamlets”.

The Road to W’omoko 
is also a passage, of time 
and people. There is a 
visible transition from 
point A to point B until 
the final moment with 
W’omoko. As such, all 
that happens between 
the first poem “Road to 
W’omoko” and the last 
“Oh W’omoko” can be 
seen as various stages 
within this move-
ment. For instance, in 
“W’omoko Still”, the per-
sona has left W’omoko 
stream and now trudg-
es uphill, homeward 

bound, bearing “a jerry-
can of W’omoko” and “a 
mouthful of W’omoko”. 
But it is not the persona 
alone who has travelled 
through this road. It is 
a road through which 
generations on end 
have journeyed. As we 
read in “W’omoko Still”, 
“I plonk still in W’omoko 
/ like my father and his 
father...” Only W’omoko 
is eternal. People come 
and go, but W’omoko re-
mains. W’omoko is a de-
ity whose presence and 
existence defy temporal 
and spatial distances. 
This much is reflected 
in “Behold W’omoko” 
where W’omoko is the 
“stream without origin 
bathing / seven villages 
over the ages’. W’omoko 
is also a cleanser. It is 
the “ageless stream on a 
cleansing trip”. It is also 
the stream which “has 
cleansed dank / un-
der-scrotums for gen-
erations”. In “W’omoko 
Dawn”, the persona 
goes to W’omoko to “do 
seven dips / and seek 
cleansing”.

In-between the first 
and the last poem, 
there are poems that 
comment on the polity, 
like “Plaything of the 
gods” where the rulers 
are “deaf, dumb / and 
distant from people”. 
There are poems that 
cry out against oppres-
sion. These are repre-
sented by such poems 
as “When a Hawk 
Preys” where the hawk 
becomes symbolic of all 
oppressors of human-
ity. In “Scorched”, we 
are confronted with 
images of dryness and 
infertility: “scorched 
land”, “blistered bottom”, 
“arid stream”, “parched 
tongues”, “withered 
souls”, “defoliated tree”, 
“barren wind”, and so 
on. “The Last Balladeer” 
is a tribute to the dead. 
It is elegiac, but it does 
not necessarily mourn; 

The Road to W’omoko

it celebrates the con-
tinued presence of the 
dead among the living.

Like Keats, Word-
sworth, Lawrence, and 
other Romantic po-
ets, the poet celebrates 
the beauty of nature. 
This admiration runs 
through many of the 
poems in the collection, 
but particularly in all 
the poems on W’omoko 
as well as in “Water 
Maiden”, “Hurricane”, 
and “Akpaka”. However, 
this admiration tends 
towards the mysterious. 
In many instances, the 
poems evoke eerie feel-
ings. See, for instance, 

“No Answer”, “Forest 
Gnome”, and “Darkness 
Stands”.

There are thematic 
and stylistic semblances 
between the poems of 
Osuji and the works of 
Soyinka and Okigbo. 
Reference has already 
been made to Soyinka’s 
The Road. W’omoko the 
stream can be seen as 
the alter ego of Okig-

Author:   Steve Osuji
Publisher:   Edu-Edy Publications, Owerri, 2007
Genre:    Poetry
Reviewer:   Chuks Oluigbo

bo’s Idoto, a river and a 
god. Thus, in “W’omoko 
still”, the persona wants 
W’omoko to “stem this 
wind” and “stave this 
drought”. Only a god 
with supernatural pow-
ers can do this. Again, 
the persona asks: “If I in-
ter in W’omoko / would 
I do for atonement?” 
Atonement for what? 
And to whom? There is 
also a close connection 
between Osuji’s “Wa-
ter Maiden”, Okigbo’s 
“Watermaid”, and Len-
rie Peters’ “She Came in 
Silken Drapes”. The wa-
ter maiden is the poet’s 
version of the Muse.

But again, The Road 
to W’omoko is a search, 
perhaps for the es-
sence of things. Hav-
ing journeyed through 
the tortuous path to 
the stream, the persona 
finally comes to that 
august moment when 
time stands still. He 
comes face to face with 
W’omoko, the stream of 
his dream, and exclaims 

in wild excitement: 
“Behold W’omoko!” 
Coming face to face 
with W’omoko is like 
homecoming too, the 
final homecoming. This 
is evident in the last 
poem “Oh W’omoko”, 
where W’omoko be-
comes the final resting 
place where the per-
sona yearns to return. 
The same nostalgia that 
draws home Okara’s 
poetic voice in “The 
Call of the River Nun” 
possesses the persona 
in “Oh W’omoko”. Just 
like the speaker in “The 
Call of the River Nun” 
longs to unite with the 

river in that “final call”, 
so does the poetic voice 
in “Oh W’omoko” long 
to “return home / to 
your bosom”. In the bo-
som of W’omoko, there 
is eternal happiness. 
W’omoko is a place of 
bliss. It is “the place of 
atonement”, paradise, 
“where the sun smiles 
still”.

One striking feature 

of all the poems in The 
Road to W’omoko is 
their musicality. This 
is enhanced through 
the ample use of rep-
etition, the conspicuous 
absence of punctuation 
markers and the at-
tendant use of run-on 
lines. The poems read 
like Lenrie Peters’ “The 
Fence”. The use of rep-
etition creates empha-
sis, while the absence 
of punctuation markers 
enhances the free flow 
of the poems, and there-
fore, their rhythm. The 
flow is also the endless 
flow of W’omoko. It is 
also the flow of the jour-
ney to W’omoko, the 
journey through life.

The number seven 
is repeatedly used in 
many of the poems. We 
read “seven dips”, “seven 
villages”, “seven ham-
lets”, “seven forests”, and 
so on in some of the po-
ems. The number seven 
is symbolic of complete-
ness. It alludes to the 
Bible where God the 
creator made the world 
in six days and rested 
on the seventh day; the 
Prophet Elisha ordered 
Naaman the leper to dip 
himself seven times in 
the Pool of Siloam; and 
Jesus told a leper to dip 
himself seven times in 
the Pool of Bethsaida. 
We also recall the seven 
years of plenty and the 
seven years of famine in 
Pharaoh’s dream. Thus, 
The Road to W’omoko is 
a complete book and all 
the poems collectively 
cohere and make a com-
plete sense so long as 
we can see the persona 
journeying on the road 
to W’omoko and long-
ing nostalgically for its 
embrace and, finding it 
in the end, plunges into 
it and it becomes for 
him “the pond of life”. 
Having drunk of it, he 
is then able to “defy the 
clouds”, a feat that was 
hitherto impossible.
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South Africa facilities tourism 
integration with West Africa

O
nce again, South Afri-
can Tourism (SAT) has 
continued on its com-
mitment at integrat-
ing tourism trade and 

development across the continent 
with the 2016 edition of the annual 
SAT West Africa Trade Workshop 
and Roadshow in five cities across 
Ghana and Nigeria.

The West African roadshow, 
which kicked off in Kumasi and later 
moved to Accra witnessed the atten-
dance of members of the Ghanaian 
local travel trade who came to meet 
with some of the best South African 
product owners for exchanges and 
interactions on how to further their 
businesses for mutual interest.

While the Ghana leg of the trade 
workshop was hosted by South Af-
rican Tourism in partnership with 
Ghana Tourism Federation (GHA-
TOF) and Tour Operators Union of 
Ghana (TOUGHA), the Nigerian leg 
which, kicked off at Federal Palace 
Hotel & Casino Lagos, also held 
by SAT in partnership with Nige-
rian Association of Tour Operators 
(NATOP), and National Associa-
tion of Nigerian Travel Agencies 
(NANTA).

As expected, the Lagos trade 
workshop was well-attended by 
both members of the local tour 
and travel associations who were 
engaged by South African product 
owners on how to promote South 
Africa as a preferred holiday des-
tination in their localities. As well, 
the workshop, which aimed at 
equipping the West Africa Travel 
and Tourism Trade to effectively 
sell holiday travel packages to 
South Africa, also provided the 
platform for exchange, networking 
and finding solutions to problems 
the West Africa trade partners 
face in selling South Africa to their 
people.

Speaking at the workshop, Hloni 
Pitso, regional manager, West Africa 
at South African Tourism, noted that 
this year’s edition is the first time 
SAT is expanding into other cities. 
“For the first time, we are doing five 
cities in West Africa; Kumasi and 
Accra in Ghana, Lagos, Port Har-
court and Abuja in Nigeria. This 
is good for us, is time we expand, 
because we have been promoting 
South Africa as a preferred destina-
tion in Accra and Lagos for the past 
10 years. So, now having a foot print 
in West Africa by having an office 

here in Lagos, we realised that there 
are much potential for us to start 
infiltrating other markets as well”, 
Pitso said while revealing SAT’s plan 
to expand to the Francophone West 
African countries.

For Evelyn Mahlaba, regional 
director, Africa at South Africa Tour-
ism, the South African product own-
ers are passionate about the West 
African market because of the lucra-
tive potential it offers and the fact 
that the growth of their business lies 
in encouraging inter-regional travel, 
collaboration and participation.

Mahlaba commended NATOP 
and NANTA for the relationships 
they both forged with SAT over 
the years besides their pivotal 
roles in selling South Africa, for 
being SAT voice in the West Af-
rican market and also in driving 
the success of the trade workshops 
over the years.

Speaking at the panel of discus-
sants during the event, Nkereu-
wem Onug, president, NATOP, 
commended SAT for its efforts at 
developing tourism infrastructure 
and manpower, which have aided 

competitive product offerings if Af-
ricans pull their strength together 
in meaningful trade integration, 
especially in aviation to curb the 
dominance of foreign careers on the 
continent.  

The Lagos workshop also wit-
nessed networking sessions for each 
of the South Africa product owner 
to engage its Nigerian trade part-
ners in mutual interactions where 
questions were asked, incentives 
demanded and promised among 
others.

The trade workshop also re-
corded successful outings in Port 
Harcourt and Abuja.

However, the workshop which 
offered valuable business platform 
for strengthening existing relation-
ships with the trade industry was 
culminated with the awarding of 
certificates to the SA Specialists who 
had successfully completed South 
African Tourism’s acclaimed online 
training programme; a stringent 
online training programme that 
provides the trade with informa-
tion required to confidently sell the 
destination better.

Travel

seamless selling of South Africa as 
top destination in Africa.

Onug encouraged Nigerians to pa-
tronize domestic destinations across 
Nigeria in order to grow the sector, 
but also urged Nigerians who must 
travel abroad for holiday to visit 
South Africa instead; in order to keep 
the money within Africa.

Bankole Bernard, president, NAN-
TA, another member of the panel of 
discussants at the workshop, also 
toed the lines of Onug.  Bernard 
said it is time for stakeholders in 
the African travel industry to col-
laborate more, work in harmony 
and exchange ideas and innovations 
that would impact the economies 
of the respective countries and the 
continent at large.

He used the workshop platform 
to call on SAT, members of NANTA 
and NATOP present to sustain and 
improve on the collaboration they 
kick started at the workshop.

In his views, Ohis Ehimiaghe, 
regional manager, North, West and 
Central Africa, South African Air-
ways, noted that the continent can 
achieve more and can also offer more 
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…hosts trade workshops across the region
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Ife Tourism Zone gets Motherland 
Beckons-NIDO office

F
ollowing its for-
mal declaration in 
February this year, 
Ife Tourism Zone, 
has continued to 

witness waves of activities, 
organisations and individuals 
visiting to pledge commit-
ment to the speedy develop-
ment of the tourism zone 
into a foremost destination 
in Africa, especially given the 
involvement of Oba Adeyeye 
Enitan Ogunwusi , Ojaja 11, 
the Ooni of Ife, in the historic 
project.

The latest move was the 
formal opening of Mother-
land Beckons – Nigerians in 
Diaspora (NIDO) office at the 
Enuwa Palace. The ceremony 
was performed by the Ooni, 
who is also the grand pa-
tron of Motherland Beckons, 
an organisation founded by 
Wanle Akinboboye, which is 
dedicated to the promotion of 
Africa and enhancing linkage 
between the Diaspora and 
Africa.

Speaking at the occasion, 
the Ooni unveiled his vision 
of uniting Nigerians in the 
Diaspora and his responsibil-
ity towards them as one of 
his primary consistencies in 
his grand design of fostering 
the peace, unity and develop-

ment of Nigeria and Africa.
The monarch also empha-

sised on the significant role 
of the Diaspora in the de-
velopment of the nation. He 
said that even America was 

developed by immigrants 
from Europe and not the na-
tive Red Indians. The Ooni 
used the occasion to express 
gratitude to the members 
of NIDO America for their 

Wakanow signs MoU with UAE’s largest resort

W
akanow , Af-
rica’s leading 
travel portal, 
has signed an 

agreement with Dubai Parks 
and Resorts, becoming its larg-
est African fulfilling partner 
for ticket sales.

Speaking on the develop-
ment, Ralph Tamuno, group 
deputy managing director, 
Wakanow, who also hap-
pens to be the first African 
entrepreneur to set foot on 
the grounds of the wonder-
packed resort, said the part-
nership would open a new 
vista of opportunities and 
unique experiences for the 
African traveler.

Explaining how Wakanow 
was selected from a pool of 
travel companies in Africa, 
Tamuno said: “Beyond our 
strategic goal of always lead-
ing the way and shaping the 
travel business in Africa, we 
also collaborate with other 
market leaders from within 
and outside the continent 
to create value for our fast-
growing travel market. Dubai 
Parks and Resorts is a mas-
sive investment and its own-
ers clearly needed a partner 
with pedigree and panache. 
Wakanow was the natural 

warm reception and hospi-
tality accorded him and his 
entourage during his visit to 
the United States of America 
in June.

 He urged NIDO members 

choice for such a partner.”
Speaking during the official 

signing of the Memorandum 
of Understanding between 
the groups, Elwin Kemming, 

not to relent in their efforts 
in contributing to national 
growth and development 
and showered royal bless-
ings on them and stressed 
that the new NIDO office is 
for NIDO America, NIDO 
Europe, NIDO Africa and the 
Caribbean.

In his remark at the event, 
Samuel Gbenga Adewusi, 
chairman, NIDO America, 
said he was delighted by the 
warm reception accorded his 
team by the monarch even as 
he expressed joy on the Ooni 
delivering on the promise he 
made to them in February, 
with respect to opening a be-
fitting office for NIDO within 
the confines of the Enuwa 
Palace in Ile-Ife.

He announced a donation 
of 400 e-books on informa-
tion technology, amounting 
to about 10, 000 pages to the 
new NIDO office by NIDO 
America while promising to 
follow up with more mate-
rial, physical and monetary 
donations on behalf of NIDO 
Europe and Africa that were 
also represented at the event.

Adewusi said that the of-
fice will be devoted to pro-
moting the activities of Moth-
erland Beckons and NIDO 
within the continent.

to provide memorable experi-
ences for travel lovers globally. 
With deep-rooted presence 
throughout Africa, we are 
confident that Dubai Parks 
and Resorts can consolidate 
on Wakanow’s significant 
reach and foothold across the 
African market,” he stated.

Dubai Parks and Resorts 
is the biggest multi-themed 
leisure and entertainment 
destination in the Middle East, 
comprising Motiongate Dubai, 
Legoland Dubai, Legoland 
Water Parks and Bollywood 
Parks.

Come October 31, 2016, the 
park will throw its gates open 
to the public and will feature 
over 100 mind-blowing thrill 
rides, spread across the spec-
tacular four themed parks, 
each unique in their offerings 
and experiences.

Wakanow is one of Africa’s 
leading online travel portals, 
providing seamless services 
in flights, hotels, travel deals 
and holiday packages to mil-
lions of travelers in Africa and 
beyond. Wakanow has grown 
from a strong but small begin-
ning to now being recognized 
by industry watchers, as one 
of the travel companies to be 
reckoned with in Africa.

head of sales at Dubai Parks 
and Resorts, described the 
partnership as a bold step 
in creating remarkable ex-
periences for travelers from 

Africa.
 “Our partnership with 

Wakanow is a union of two 
widely admired tourism 
brands, joining forces together 

L-R: Gautam Bajaj, group head, Products & Packages Wakanow; Ralph Tamuno, group deputy managing director and co-founder, Wakanow; 
Elwin Kemming, head of sales, Dubai Parks and Resorts, and Solomon Ilufoye, Hotel Contracting Relationship Management Executive, during 
the MoU signing recently in Dubai.
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Wrong signals sent to International market 
over closure of export warehouses

P
erishable cargo/
vegetable exporters 
have expressed con-
cerns that the two 
days closure of the 

country’s export warehouses 
has sent wrong signals to the 
comity of international agro-
allied supply chain.

They say the activities of 
overzealous government of-
ficials who shut down the 
Nigerian Aviation Handling 
Company (NAHCO) and the 
Skyway Aviation Handling 
Company (SAHCOL) with-
out recourse to the inherent 
losses, portend grave danger 
for the economy’s agro-allied 
produce, if not curtailed.

The exporters hinted that 
they are still counting losses 
from the closure of export 
warehouses by the Nigeria 
Customs Service (NSC) over 
alleged housing stolen and 
prohibited items meant for 
exportation.

 John Okakpu Founder and 
Chief Executive Officer ABX 
World, said that the agro-
allied exporters numbering 
over one hundred are con-
cerned; although, the Nigeria 

Customs Service officials have 
re-opened the warehouses, 
however such incident tanta-
mount to economic loss, as al-
ready international off-takers 
are developing cold-feet with 
regards agricultural produce 
from Nigeria. 

 Okakpu, who said the ex-
porters lost over N100mil-
lion worth of goods within 
48-hours the export ware-
houses were shut, called on 
the Federal Government 
through the various Minis-

tries, Departments and Agen-
cies (MDAs) should urgently 
commence full-scale inves-
tigations into the immedi-
ate and remote causes of the 
warehouses closure to avoid 
future occurrences. 

He said that with Govern-
ment’s focus on agriculture 
as one of the panaceas to the 
rising inflation, restrictions 
in capital flows and deplet-
ing forex reserves, agro-allied 
exporters deserve protection 
as partners.

All round applause as Enugu 
welcomes first cargo airplane  T

he Governor of Enu-
gu state, Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi, along with 
business moguls and 

top political office holders in 
South East have welcomed 
the first cargo flight to the 
Akanu Ibiam International 
Airport, Enugu.

 The people gave kudos 
to the former Minister of 
Aviation, now representing 
Anambra North Senatorial 
zone, Stella Oduah who mani-
fested government’s good 
intention to make Enugu an 
international airport.

  The airplane operated 
by Ethiopian Airlines was a 
Boeing B757, which has the 
capacity to carry bulk cargo 
as many travellers in the zone 
bring in a lot of cargo from 
their trips.

 Oduah who actualized the 
dream of the South East peo-
ple also midwifed the build-
ing of international terminal 
at the airport and facilitated 
the designation of Ethiopian 
Airlines to operate there.

 With cargo flights to the 
airport, the federal govern-
ment has made it possible for 
business men to bring their 
cargo through the airport, as 
the Nigeria Aviation Han-
dling Company PLC had ear-
lier built a cargo warehouse at 
the airport.

 Experts say the commence-
ment of cargo flights to Enugu 
will put   an end to incidents 

“Shutting down the ware-
houses was actually an indict-
ment on customs, as they (Cus-
toms officials) ought to have 
carried out surveillance before 
shutting down all export busi-
nesses at the Lagos Airport. 
If such act is not checkmate 
in future it will compound 
issues and create a logjam in 
the system.

 “The agricultural road map 
by the government is a step in 
the right direction hence we 
are in full support of the pro-
gramme. However, we pray 
for its implementation and not 
like in the past after drafting 
tiger-paper legislations, con-
ferences and researches, they 
end up in the shelves,” he said.

Oluwatoyin Temitope, 
President, Nigeria Vegetable 
Exporters Association, said 
that her company alone lost 
over N1million worth of cargo 
within 24-hours of the export 
shed closure. She lamented the 
widespread impact on the As-
sociation’s members number-
ing over 20.

“I have been on this busi-
ness for over 30 years; ex-
porting vegetables to South 
Africa and London almost 
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where travellers would arrive 
their destination and wait for 
days to receive their cargo 
and the cargo warehouse was 
timely because before now 
people’s luggage were exposed 
to the elements as they await 
clearance by concerned au-
thorities.

 Addressing the large crowd 
of people on the occasion, 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, Governor 
of Enugu state, described the 
event as a historic occasion 
that would increase the profile 
of the airport and boost the 
economy of the state and the 
entire South East zone.

 Ugwuanyi said it was note-
worthy that the cargo plane 
landed exactly three years 
after the maiden flight of 
Ethiopia Airlines to Enugu 
on August 24, 2013 when the 
people welcomed the first 
ever- international flight to 
Enugu.

 “Today we have gathered 
again to celebrate the first 
landing of cargo at this same 
airport, and which once more 
has happened courtesy of the 
Ethiopian Airlines,” he said.

 Reacting to the event, 
Yakubu Dati, General Man-

every week. Unfortunately, 
the Customs Service and some 
other government agencies do 
not have regard for us. They 
do not any way intimate us 
before embarking on any 
clamp down,” Temitope added

 She said that the Associa-
tion members merit to be com-
pensated by the government 
hence they are legitimately 
contributing their quota to the 
development of the economy. 

Also, Veronica Ezigbo, 
managing director, Kiverlin 
Foods said that the incident 
should be thoroughly inves-
tigating, citing the impact as 
a negation of President Mu-
hammadu Buhari’s change 
mantra.

According to her, “The im-
pact is very huge, because 
we deal on perishable goods. 
We are ordinary citizens of 
this country and do not de-
serve this kind of treatment. 
Customs officials know the 
people they are searching 
for, where and how to catch 
them. They acted ignorantly, 
because our line of business is 
very competitive; if you fail to 
deliver within few hours the 
vegetables get damaged too. 

ager, Public Affairs of the 
Federal Airports Author-
ity of Nigeria (FAAN), said 
FAAN was implementing 
the lofty plan of Hadi Sirika, 
Minister of state Aviation, 
to ensure air connectivity to 
different parts of the coun-
try, noting that the present 
administration has contin-
ued to respond to the yearn-
ings of the people. 

Dati added that govern-
ment has it in its plans to 
designate more airlines to 
operate international flights, 
especially now that interna-
tional terminals of the airport 
are almost ready.

 Meanwhile FAAN advised 
the Muslim pilgrims embark-
ing on this year’s holy pilgrim-
age to Mecca in Saudi Arabia 
to desist from smuggling pro-
hibited items into the holy 
land.

 This is just as the organisa-
tion responsible for managing 
airports across the country, 
has assured that it will ensure 
that the return journey of the 
pilgrims back to Nigeria will 
be made safe and secured 
through the preparations that 
have been put on ground.

Emirates adds Guangzhou to its 
global list of A380 destinations

E
m i r at e s  h a s  a n -
nounced that it will 
operate its flagship 
A380 on services be-

tween Dubai and Guang-
zhou from 1st October 2016, 
the 67th National Day of 
People’s Republic of China. 
This follows the airline’s re-
cent announcements of A380 
deployment on its Milan and 
Johannesburg routes.

 Guangzhou will join more 
than 40 destinations on Emir-
ates’ extensive global network 
served by its highly popular 
A380 aircraft, including Bei-
jing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, 
Taipei, London, Paris, Sydney, 
Toronto, Auckland, Bangkok, 
and Seoul.

  Emirates will deploy 
its three-class A380 on the 
Guangzhou route, offering 
a total of 491 seats, with 14 
private suites in First Class, 76 
mini pods with lie-flat seats in 
Business Class and 401 spa-
cious seats in Economy Class.

 All Emirates customers 
travelling on the A380 can 
access more than 2,500 chan-
nels of on demand audio and 
visual entertainment, which 
includes Chinese content on 
its ice entertainment system, 
featuring the latest movies, 
music, TV programmes, pod-
casts and games, as well as 
free Wi-Fi to stay in touch 
with family and friends dur-
ing flights.

…exporters seek comprehensive investigations

…exporters commend Oduah’s relentless effort  

L-R: Manoj Nair, Emirates’ regional manager for West Africa presenting a free movie ticket 
to one of the winners of the Emirates Cinema Competition, Ayoola Ayolola, at the Emirates 
Cinema Grand Finale Event held at the Silverbird Cinema, Ikeja City Mall in Lagos.



43Sunday 21 August 2016 SUNDAYBD 

SundayTech
Is your Internet connection slow? Here 
is how to make it go faster

Slow Internet connections 
happen for various rea-
sons, even when you pay 
for a ‘highspeed connec-
tion’. Because the Internet 

(and World Wide Web) is built on 
hundreds of different technologies 
trying to talk to each other, there 
are many places where data can 
slow down before its reaches your 
computer screen. Your ISP might 
be at fault, certainly, but there are 
many other factors to look at before 
assigning blame. Some of these slow 
points are within your control, and 
can be quickly fixed with a little do-
it-yourself effort.

Check for background activ-
ity. Sometimes, when your Internet 
connection seems unusually slow, 
it is just because something else is 
using part of your connection in the 
background. Find your browser’s 
download manager and ensure no 
files are downloading, then check 
to see what other programs are run-
ning, and check each one of them to 
be sure it is not hogging your con-
nection. If someone left a torrent 
running and neglected to tell you, 
that could very well be the source of 
your slowdown.

Upgrade your Internet ser-

CHIMA MICHAEL OLERU vice.  ISPs (Internet service provid-
ers) continue to offer faster and faster 
service every few years, to keep up 
with the increasingly image- and 
sound-rich world of the Internet. 
Even a connection that was blazing 
fast 10 years ago may seem agoniz-
ingly slow today. If you have not 
upgraded the speed of your Internet 
service in several years, it is likely 
that the Internet, rather than your 
equipment, could be the culprit. Fix 
this problem by purchasing newer, 
faster service. You can compare 
prices and service plans online or 
by calling ISPs and speaking with 
their salespeople. You do not neces-
sarily need the very fastest Internet 
service available in your area. Speak 
with a representative about what you 
generally use the Internet for, and 
ask what he or she thinks would be 
an appropriate speed for your con-
nection.

Update your browser. Over time, 
Internet browsers get replaced with 
newer iterations and become ob-
solete. If you continue to use an 
old version of a browser, you will 
eventually begin to notice that your 
Internet seems slower, since the old 
browser is not equipped to handle 
new content. Solve the problem by 
updating to a current browser. The 
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three most popular are Microsoft 
Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, 
and Google Chrome. Install the latest 
version of one of them and prepare 
to be amazed at the jump in perfor-
mance you see.

Free up space.  Sometimes, an 
older or smaller computer will be-
gin to slow down due to the sheer 
amount of temporary Internet data 
or extra programs and files it has 
cached over the years. This generally 
is not a problem for any computer 
made in the last several years, but 
it never hurts to do a little spring-
cleaning. Start by deleting your tem-
porary Internet data. This is usually 
pretty simple; guides for whatever 
browser you use can be found with 
a quick Google search. Afterward, go 
through your programs and remove 
those you no longer use or want.

Check for adware. Adware and 
spyware are programs that are free 
to install, but almost impossible to 
uninstall once you have made the 
mistake of doing so. They can range 
from mildly irritating to seriously 
invasive of your privacy, and they 
almost invariably hog your band-
width, slowing down your Internet 
connection. The best way to avoid 
most adware is to never agree to 
download anything other than what 
you are trying to download; even if 

it seems like the file you want would 
not download without the adware 
attached. No reputable site will force 
you to install a “toolbar” or any other 
extra program as part of a legal file 
download. Windows users generally 
rely on a free program called Spybot 
Search & Destroy; and Mac users 
can use MacScan to destroy adware. 
Once you have the programs, their 
steps are very straightforward. 

Get rid of viruses.  A powerful 
antivirus program is needed to best 
handle viruses, worms, and other 
more directly harmful computer 
problems. Viruses and their ilk do 
not often contribute directly to a 
slower Internet connection, but they 
should always be prevented when-
ever possible and purged as soon as 
they sneak onto your computer. To 
check for and contain viruses, down-
load an antivirus program and install 
it, then run it immediately.

Replace your computer.  When 
all else fails, chances are that your 
computer is too old or too worn-out 
to provide an adequate connection 
speed. As mentioned previously, 
content on the Internet becomes 
more demanding and data-intensive 
every year. Eventually, your CPU and 
system bus just would not be fast 
enough to keep up. Set a budget and 
head out in search of deals.
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Pfizer to acquire Medivation 

P
fizer Inc. and Medivation, 
Inc. recently announced 
that they have entered 
into a definitive merger 
agreement under which 

Pfizer will acquire Medivation, 
a biopharmaceutical company 
focused on developing and com-
mercializing small molecules for 
oncology, for $81.50 a share in 
cash for a total enterprise value 
of approximately $14 billion. The 
Boards of Directors of both compa-
nies have unanimously approved 
the merger, which is expected to 
be immediately accretive to Pfizer’s 
Adjusted Diluted EPS upon closing, 
approximately $0.05 accretive in 
the first full year after close with 
additional accretion and growth 
anticipated thereafter. Pfizer does 
not expect the transaction to impact 
its current 2016 financial guidance.

“The proposed acquisition of 
Medivation is expected to imme-
diately accelerate revenue growth 
and drive overall earnings growth 
potential for Pfizer,” said Ian Read, 
chairman and chief executive of-
ficer, Pfizer. “The addition of Me-
divation will strengthen Pfizer’s 
Innovative Health business and 
accelerate its pathway to a leader-
ship position in oncology, one of our 
key focus areas, which we believe 
will drive greater growth and scale 
of that business over the long-term. 
This transaction is another example 
of how we are effectively deploying 
our capital to generate attractive re-
turns and create shareholder value.”

Medivation’s portfolio includes 
XTANDI®  (enzalutamide), an an-
drogen receptor inhibitor that 
blocks multiple steps in the andro-
gen receptor signaling pathway 
within the tumor cell. XTANDI is 
the leading novel hormone therapy 
in the United States today and gen-
erated approximately $2.2 billion 
in worldwide net sales over the 
past four quarters, as recorded by 
Astellas Pharma Inc., with whom 
Medivation entered an agreement 
in 2009 to develop XTANDI globally 
and commercialize jointly in the 
U.S. Since its approval for advanced 
metastatic prostate cancer by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion in 2012, XTANDI has treated 
64,000 men to date in the U.S. alone. 
Medivation and Astellas have built 
a robust development program for 
XTANDI, including two Phase 3 
studies in non-metastatic prostate 
cancer and another Phase 3 study in 
hormone-sensitive prostate cancer. 
It is also being further developed 
in Phase 2 studies for the potential 
treatment of advanced breast can-
cer and hepatocellular carcinoma.

In addition, Medivation has a 
promising, wholly-owned, late-
stage oncology pipeline, which 
includes two development-stage 
oncology assets, talazoparib and 

pidilizumab. Talazoparib, currently 
in a Phase 3 study for the treatment 
of BRCA-mutated breast cancer, 
has the potential to be a highly 
potent PARP inhibitor and could 
be efficacious across several ad-
ditional tumors. Pidilizumab is an 
immuno-oncology (IO) asset being 
developed for diffuse large B-cell 
lymphoma and other hematologic 
malignancies and has the potential 
to be combined with IO therapies in 
Pfizer’s portfolio.

“We believe the combination 
with Pfizer is the right next step 
in our growth trajectory and is 
a testament to the passion and 
dedication by which the Medivation 
team has delivered on our mission 
to profoundly transform patients’ 
lives through medically innovative 
therapies,” said David Hung, M.D., 
founder, president and CEO of Medi-
vation. “This compelling transaction 
will deliver significant and immedi-
ate value to our stockholders and 
provides new opportunities for our 
employees as part of a larger com-
pany. We believe that Pfizer is the 
ideal partner to extend the reach of 

our blockbuster XTANDI franchise 
and take our promising, late-stage 
assets – talazoparib and pidiluzimab 
– to their next stages of development 
so that they can be made available 
to patients as quickly as possible.”

“The proposed acquisition of 
Medivation will build upon Pfizer’s 
success with our IBRANCE® (palbo-
ciclib) launch in HR+/HER2- meta-
static breast cancer and with our 
strong immuno-oncology portfolio, 
and will transform Pfizer into a 
leading oncology company,” said Al-
bert Bourla, group president, Pfizer 
Innovative Health. “IBRANCE and 
XTANDI are anchor brands in breast 
and prostate cancer respectively, 
giving Pfizer leadership in two 
hormone-driven cancers. Similar to 
IBRANCE in the breast cancer set-
ting, XTANDI is being explored for 
its potential to move from metastatic 
prostate cancer to treat earlier stages 
of non-metastatic prostate cancer. 
In addition, Medivation’s portfolio 
within prostate cancer and across 
diverse tumors will complement 
Pfizer’s broad IO portfolio. Finally, 
Medivation adds commercial scale 

to better compete with other top tier 
oncology companies in advance of 
the potential emergence of Pfizer’s 
IO pipeline expected in the next 
few years. Together, we believe 
Pfizer and Medivation can bring the 
full force of our combined research 
and resources to combat two of the 
most common cancers, as well as 
speed cures and make accessible 
breakthrough medicines to patients, 
redefining life with cancer.”

Cancer remains the second lead-
ing cause of death in the U.S. and a 
“Top 10” killer worldwide. According 
to the American Cancer Society, 
breast cancer and prostate cancer 
are among the top three cancers by 
annual incidence in the U.S. There 
are several parallels between breast 
and prostate cancer, including the 
incidence of prostate cancer in the 
U.S., which is similar to that of breast 
cancer with approximately 280,000 
cases per year. Pfizer expects to 
finance the transaction with exist-
ing cash.

Under the terms of the merger 
agreement, a subsidiary of Pfizer 
will commence a cash tender offer 
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...Medivation agrees to transaction valued at $81.50 per Medivation share in cash, for a 
total enterprise value of approximately $14 billion

to purchase all of the outstanding 
shares of Medivation common stock 
for $81.50 per share, net to the seller 
in cash, without interest, subject to 
any required withholding of taxes. 
The closing of the tender offer is sub-
ject to customary closing conditions, 
including U.S. antitrust clearance 
and the tender of a majority of the 
outstanding shares of Medivation 
common stock. The merger agree-
ment contemplates that Pfizer will 
acquire any shares of Medivation 
that are not tendered into the of-
fer through a second-step merger, 
which will be completed promptly 
following the closing of the tender 
offer. Pfizer expects to complete the 
acquisition in the Third- or Fourth-
Quarter 2016.

Pfizer’s financial advisors for 
the transaction were Guggenheim 
Securities and Centerview Partners, 
with Ropes & Gray LLP acting as its 
legal advisor. J.P. Morgan Securities 
and Evercore served as Medivation’s 
financial advisors, while Cooley LLP 
and Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 
served as its legal advisors.
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All stakeholders will be made accountable –NHIS boss 

B
eneficiaries of the Na-
tional Health Insurance 
Scheme (NHIS) are back 
as the focus of attention 
in the implementation 

of the Scheme, as the era of dis-
regarding with impunity their 
rights and privileges has been 
declared over.

The Executive Secretary of 
the National Health Insurance 
Scheme (NHIS), Professor Usman 
Yusuf made the declaration, while 
addressing a meeting of the Stand-
ing Committee of NHIS and the 
Health Maintenance Organiza-
tions (HMOs) in Abuja, the nation’s 
capital. 

Yusuf, who declared “there’s a 
new Sheriff in town who cares’’, 
added that all stakeholders op-
erating under the Scheme will 
henceforth be held accountable 
for their performance, including 
the handling of funds. 

The Executive Secretary there-
fore charged the HMOs wake up 
from their lethargy in the new 
order, and ensure that enrollees 
not only receive quality service 
at every point of need, but are also 
accorded respect and dignity. 

He advised them to put aside 
all inefficiency, corruption and im-
punity, as maximum sanction will 
be applied in all cases of breach of 
moral and financial trust against 
any industry player in the future.

According to Yusuf, the time 
has come for the enrollees to reap 
the benefits of their insurance 
contributions rather than being 
treated shabbily at hospitals.

“The enrollee has no one to 
complain to. Most of you guys are 
in Lagos. When they call you in 
distress, you are rude, and drop 

the call on them.  Yet you collect 
their money. It is their money. 
Not your money. Not government 
money. They give you easy money. 
Yet when they go to the hospitals, 
they are treated like trash. It’s got 
to change, people” Yusuf said.

He said that of all agencies in 
the health sector, the NHIS has 

the most potential to change the 
lives of the people and the HMOs 
must assist in making this a reality, 
through the assurance of better 
services.

“This is my prayer, I appeal to 
you all to make meaningful and 
lasting difference in the lives of the 
people. We will do this. I want to 
see action. I want to be able to hold 
HMOs responsible and say what 
have you done for the enrolees this 
quarter, not what has the enrolee 
done for you’’. 

The Executive Secretary ac-
cused the HMOs of feeding fat 
from the contributions of the 
enrolees without rendering the 
required service, adding “enough 
is enough. There’s a new sheriff 
in town. And we will deploy the 
strength that accrues to us from 
the law and the goodwill of the 
people and Mr. President to satisfy 
the enrolees”.

He also emphasized that the 
major goal of the NHIS is universal 
health coverage, urging all stake-
holders to realign their focus and 
operations towards that national 
objective. 

On the issue of equitable dis-
tribution of enrolees among the 
HMOs, Yusuf advised all HMOs 
to become ‘more innovative and 
nimble’, and embark on aggres-
sive marketing, as the era of the 

allocation of enrolees by NHIS or 
government was gone.

He also cautioned politicians 
who believe that the NHIS is an 
ATM from where they could ac-
cess free funds, saying “it is no 
longer business as usual”.

He added that at the rate the 
NHIS and the HMOs are going, 
achieving universal health cover-
age in Nigeria would be difficult 
as only about three per cent of 
the country’s population are at the 
moment covered.

Interestingly, some of the 
Health Maintenance Organi-
zations present at the meeting 
agreed with the submissions of the 
Executive Secretary.

They however appealed for 
an even playing field, where all 
HMOs have the opportunity to 
compete favourably.  

The Managing Director of the 
United Healthcare Ltd, who is also 
the President of Health Managed 
Care Association of Nigeria (HM-
CAN), Kolawole Owoka, said that 
the positions of the new Executive 
Secretary were steps in the right 
direction.

He however appealed to state 
governments to embrace health 
insurance for their people, if 
universal health coverage were 
to be attained in the country in 
good time.

Etisalat boosts maternal healthcare in Ondo State with equipment donation

T
he sterling records 
being set in ma-
ternal and infant 
healthcare in Ondo 
state have received 

further boosts by Etisalat, 
one of Nigeria’s major tele-
communications companies, 
which has recently donated 
infant and maternal health-
care kits and equipment to 
the Ondo State Government.

The donation was done to-
wards the reduction of infant 
and maternal mortality and 
improving quality health-
care in the state. Already, the 
Ondo State Government has 
been able to reduce Maternal 
Mortality Ratio (MMR) by 
84.9 per cent that is from 745 
per 1000,000 live births in 
2009 to 112 per 100,000 live 
births in 2016.

The donated items were 
handed over to top officials 
of the Ondo State Ministry of 
Health in Akure by Etisalat 
in partnership with Instrat 
Global Health Solutions. The 
donated kits and equipment 
comprises 250 units of Moth-
er and New-born Delivery 
Kits, 5 units of Electrocar-
diogram (ECG/EKG) systems 

with trolleys, 5 units of laptop 
computers with interpreta-
tive software for the ECG/
EKG systems, and 18 units of 
Android tablets for conduct-
ing fieldwork and research 
on infant/maternal mortality 
in the state, read a statement 
from Etisalat. 

“Etisalat is committed to 
sustainable development and 
is proud to support initiatives 
that will help Nigeria to real-
ize its developmental goals,” 
said Ikenna Ikeme, Director, 
Regulatory and Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR), 
Etisalat Nigeria while hand-
ing over the equipment. He 
disclosed that health is one of 
Etisalat’s core Corporate So-
cial Responsibility platforms 
while the others are Educa-
tion and Environment. 

“As a brand that constantly 
seeks to promote improved 
and healthy lifestyle within 
our host communities, we 
have aligned our Corporate 
Social Responsibility inter-
ventions with the Sustainable 
Development Goals, so as to 
positively contribute to the 
set global objectives”, Ikeme 
said.

Ikeme said further ex-

plained that Etisalat is pas-
sionate about reduction in 
infant and maternal mortal-
ity prevalence in Nigeria, 
and revealed that through its 
M-health initiative, Etisalat 
has significantly supported 

efforts to control and elimi-
nate maternal and infant 
mortality across the country. 

“One of such examples is 
our partnership in a consor-
tium comprising Qualcomm 
Incorporated, Vecna Chari-

table Trust and Instrat Global 
Health Solutions, that has 
developed electronic medi-
cal record systems for clinics. 
Using the Etisalat 3G internet 
service, this project has been 
implemented in three states 
within the National Primary 
Health Care Development 
Agency (NPHCDA)”, he added.

“This remarkable multi-
lateral partnership has en-
abled midwives from the 
programme to record pa-
tient data at the point of 
care, removing the toil of 
physical records and paper 
notebooks; and has also elimi-
nated the requirement for 
regional health officers to 
travel around to review the 
accuracy of reports on data 
collated”.

N i r a n  O k u n r i nb o y e , 
Chairman, Ondo State Hos-
pital Management Board, 
while receiving the infant 
and maternal healthcare kits 
and equipment on behalf of 
Ondo State Commissioner for 
Health, expressed apprecia-
tion to Etisalat Nigeria for the 
support and enthused that 
the equipment would posi-
tively impact on the health-
care system in the State.
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Analysing the 2016/17 UCL group stage draw

T
h e  U E FA  C h a m p i o n s 
League group stage is set. 
The world spent time to 
watch the draw and here 
we take a few talking 

points and what to expect from top 
teams. 

No Group of Death 
It’s the UEFA Champions League 

so of course there are tough groups. 
Manchester City aren’t happy about 
being in the same group as Barcelona, 
and Atletico Madrid certainly didn’t 
want to get matched up with Bayern 
Munich, but neither of them are in 
impossibly hard groups. The best 
teams from Pot 3 didn’t get put into 
groups with two superpowers from 
Pot 1 and Pot 2. Nothing is unfairly 
difficult. There’s no guarantee that 
a great team will miss the knockout 
stages because the draw did them 
wrong. There is no Group of Death.

 Manchester City in tight draw
Manchester City should advance 

from Group C, but it won’t be easy. Not 
with Barcelona there and even Borus-
sia Monchengladbach. Normally, we’d 
dismiss a draw like this as bad luck, 
but City have been getting drawn 
with a world power every year. Last 
season, they got Juventus. Before that 
it was Bayern Munich in consecutive 

seasons and in the year prior, Real 
Madrid and Borussia Dortmund. 
Oh yeah, and before that there was 
Bayern Munich (yes, a third time). In 
each of City’s Champions League cam-
paigns, they’ve gotten one of the best 
teams in the world for the group stage. 
Part of that is they’ve never been in 
Pot 1, but seriously, they can’t catch 
a break just once? Maybe get Benfica 
or CSKA from Pot 1? This is just cruel.

 High profile games
Bayern Munich and Atletico Ma-

drid have been drawn into the same 
group, giving us a tantalizing rematch 
of last year’s semifinal tie. Atleti got 
the best of the Bavarians then, only 
thanks to away goals, and they’re still 
two of the best teams in the world. 
Meanwhile, Real Madrid and Borus-
sia Dortmund will get to replay their 
clashes from 2013 and 2014, when 
they met in the knockout stages. BVB 
reigned supreme in the first one, but 
Real Madrid got them back the next 
year. And like Bayern and Atleti, 
they too are a pair of the world’s best. 
Thank you to the powers that be for 
both of these.

 Pep Guardiola going back to Bar-
celona

This won’t be Pep Guardiola’s first 
return to Barcelona, his Bayern Mu-
nich team took on the Catalans in 

the semifinals two years ago, but it’s 
still going to be a treat to see Guar-
diola back at the club where he won 
10 trophies as a player and another 
nine as a manager. Guardiola’s Man-
chester City team will probably be 
overmatched, but Lionel Messi & Co. 
taking on their former leader? Sign 
us up.

 Leicester City can impress
It seems crazy to doubt the defend-

ing Premier League champions, but a 
lot of people were skeptical of Leices-
ter’s chances to make a run in the 
Champions League and for good rea-
son. But their domestic title did earn 
them a spot in Pot 1 for the draw and 
it paid off with a pretty easy group. 
They have Porto, Brugge and Copen-
hagen, three teams they can all beat. 
There’s no questioning that the Foxes 
are now favorites to advance from 
Group G. Leicester in the Champions 
League knockout stages? That might 
be even crazier than them winning 
the league. Plus, the more European 
nights at the King Power Stadium, 
the better.

 Sevilla’s Europa League dominance 
to an enSevilla are the king of the Eu-
ropa League, winning the competition 
three years in a row now. But they 
probably won’t make it four. That’s 
because the Champions League draw 

did them a solid, putting them with 
Juventus, Lyon and Dinamo Zagreb. 
Sevilla are now favorites to finish sec-
ond in the group and advance to the 
knockout stages. That would mean no 
dropping down to the Europa League, 
robbing them of a chance to make it 
four in a row from Europe’s second-
tier competition. Something tells us 
they’ll get over it.

 England coefficient safe
A few bad years in Europe have 

dealt England’s UEFA league coef-
ficient a major hit. Now they’re only 
just ahead of Italy as Europe’s third-
best league, a standing they need to 
keep so they can continue to get four 
teams into the Champions League. 
If they drop below Italy, they’d only 
get three. But the draw has Man-
chester City, Leicester, Arsenal and 
Tottenham all in a position to run off 
some wins, which should boost the 
country’s coefficient and keep them 
in third place. Of course, there are 
rumblings that UEFA will change the 
format in coming years to automati-
cally put four teams from the top four 
leagues into the Champions League 
group stage, rendering the coefficient 
talk irrelevant. But just in case that 
doesn’t happen, this draw should 
protect England’s top three places.
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Ronaldo plans decade stay at Bernabeu

R
eal Madrid star Cristiano 
Ronaldo would like to play 
another decade for Los 
Blancos and retire at the 
age of 41.

 The Portugal international, who 
was voted Best Player in Europe on 
Thursday and bagged both the UEFA 
Champions League and European 
titles in 2016, made the revelation in 
Spain.

 I’m in the best club in the world 
and I want to finish in this club at 41. 
Now I need to be calm but I’m aim is 
to extend my contract and stay in the 
club that I like the most.

 I want to maintain myself at this 
level. I will work to achieve it as I’ve 
done every year. I don’t need to look 
at anyone else, I motivate myself. 
What I want is to be competitive for 
another year.

 Real want to hand the star forward 
a new contract for at least two more 
seasons in the near future, with his 
current deal set to expire in 2018. He’s 
yet to feature in the 2016-17 campaign 
as he’s still recovering from injury 
and a grueling 2015-16 season.

 The 31-year-old showed he’s still 
a top forward with 51 goals in 48 
matches, one of the highest marks 
in Europe. There are few top players 
in football as committed in the gym 
as Ronaldo is, so it’s easy to believe 
the Real man could extend his career 

beyond what most players achieve.
 Ronaldo and his team-mates will 

try to defend their Champions League 
title this season and aim for their first 
La Liga title since the 2011-12 cam-
paign, a competition rivals Barcelona 
have dominated in recent years.

 Silverware is Ronaldo’s main goal 

for the future:
 From a collective standpoint, it 

was the best season of my career. I’m 
proud that I won the European Cham-
pionship and the Champions League. 
I cried after I won both. But I want to 
win more titles. I want to win La Liga, 
the Copa del Rey and the Champions 

League and go to the World Cup with 
Portugal.

 The veteran striker could make 
his first appearance of the season on 
Saturday in the home fixture against 
Celta Vigo and won’t leave the club on 
international duty during the break. 

Ikorodu United FC get new home stadium

L
agos based football club, 
Ikorodu United FC has 
requested a secured ap-
proval from the League 
Management Company 

(LMC) to play the remaining of its 
2015/16 home fixtures of the Ni-
geria Professional Football League 
(NPFL) at the MKO Abiola Stadium 
in Abeokuta.

 It will be recalled that following 
crowd incident during the Match-
day 30 fixture against Shooting 
Stars at the Onikan Stadium, Ikoro-
du United was found not to have 
ensured adequate security and was 
ordered to play three home games 
at Abeokuta with two suspended 
on condition of good behaviour by 
the fans.

 Ikorodu United served the sanc-
tion on Matchday 32 and defeated 
Niger Tornadoes 1-0 but in a letter 
to the LMC, the club’s general man-
ager, Dele Gbajumo, appealed that 
the club be permitted to relocate to 
Abeokuta for the remainder of the 
games of the ongoing season.

 “We will not be able to guarantee 
the full control of the crowd and 
general safety at the Onikan Sta-
dium as the unruly fans at the Oni-

kan Stadium are not known to us 
and neither can they be identified 
should there be any form of fracas,” 
the club wrote in its appeal letter. 

In granting the approval, the 
LMC directed Ikorodu United to 
liaise with the Ogun State Football 
Association towards ensuring that 

adequate preparations are made for 
security and crowd control for the 
matches.

 Ikorodu United will thus host 
El-Kanemi Warriors in one of the 
Matchday 33 fixtures at the MKO 
Abiola Stadium on Sunday.

 The LMC has consistently and 

in accordance with provisions of 
the Rules and Framework meted 
out appropriate sanctions to erring 
clubs, players, officials and fans to 
ensure decorum in the NPFL. It is 
ironical that what initially seemed 
punitive has turned out a blessing 
for Ikorodu United.
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USA: The Woman Who Should Be President

A
ll her friends, and many of her enemies, are 
agreed on one point: that no candidate in 
modern times has been better qualified or 
better prepared for the presidency than Hillary 
Clinton. What, then, is the question mark that 

follows her around and refuses to go away?
First of all, Hillary committed the pardonable 

indiscretion of using a private computer server for some of 
her emails while she was Secretary of State. “Pardonable” 
because several of her predecessors in office did the same; 
but then, they did not decide to run for President. There is 
no evidence that these servers were ever hacked into nor 
any confidential documents compromised. But Hillary’s 
Republican opponents are not buying any of that.

Secondly, while she was Secretary of State a US 
Ambassador was murdered by extremists who attacked 
the US Embassy in Libya. Again, after several investigations 
the attack and murder could not be tied to any act or 
negligence on her part. But again, Hillary’s opponents 
insist that she is responsible.

But these are flimsy pegs on which to hang their 
hatred. The deep, abiding cause of their hatred is shock, 
envy and jealousy. 

The women who oppose Hillary ask why it is she and 
not themselves that should be so incredibly “lucky.” A 
woman so infamously wronged by a “cheating husband” 
is expected to cry, make a fuss, swear revenge, divorce the 
man, do something!! But Hillary did “nothing”; she lived 
through it all silently, seamlessly, with no visible scars—
and is even bold enough to run for President, with a good 
chance of winning! No wonder she seems cold, bloodless, 
unnatural and not to be trusted!!

As for the men, they are simply offended that any 
“mere woman” should dare to be so much more brilliant, 
more influential and more of an achiever than themselves. 

They have forgotten Joan of Arc, the 16-year-old 
who led the medieval French army to repel the invading 
British at the Battle of Orleans—but, they might say, that 

was in another country and a far-away century. Besides, 
Joan was burnt at the stake, the “uppity bitch”—serve her 
sassy ass right!

They have forgotten Indira Gandhi who after an 
18-month interlude stepped into the oversized shoes of 
her late father Jawaharlal Nehru, filled it, and governed 
India for 16 years.

They have forgotten Margaret Thatcher who dominated 
British politics for two decades, including 11 years as Prime 
Minister—while her husband was a “nobody.”

And they pretend not to notice German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, the de facto Queen of the European Union.

But these “Iron Ladies,” plus a number of less 
celebrated ones, all had their dominion in queer, marginal 
places—never in America, the center of the universe where 
the masculine faith is never-flagging.

Hillary’s opponents, male and female, have not yet 
recovered from the thunderbolt that hit them eight years 
ago when Barack Obama, a black man (can you believe 
it?), was elected, and by a landslide, to rule over them. 
(I mean, the man’s father was “a African” from far-away 
Kenya, and a Muslim too!) And now, so soon, a woman 
is getting ready to mess over them again. The Founding 
Fathers, who had Obama’s ancestors for slaves, and who 
declared their unequivocal faith that “all men” (not “all men 
and women”) “are created equal”—these Fathers must be 
twisting and grimacing in their graves!

But how did this Hillary grow such wings that she is 
a candidate for the global galaxy of female leaders?  Let 
us count the ways: For eight years she was First Lady 
of the state of Arkansas while her husband Bill Clinton 
was Governor. For another eight years she was First Lady 
of the United States of America while her husband was 
President. Then, following the example of Robert Kennedy, 
she changed residence, was elected, re-elected and served 
eight years as US Senator for the important state of New York. 
She could have become President eight years ago but for 
the overwhelming popularity of Barack Obama. But never 
mind, she got the consolation prize of Secretary of State 
which gave her four years of intense preparation for the hot 
and cold wars of the world which is a President’s daily bread.

As First Lady, Hillary understudied her husband and 
was indeed his closest adviser. Her detractors called her 
“co-president” and “Lady Macbeth.”

Bill and Hillary met while in Yale Law School. While he 
was Governor she practiced law, and rose to the position 
of Partner in the prestigious Rose Law Firm in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. She spearheaded sweeping reforms of the state’s 
educational system, the state’s medical facilities for the 
poorest and neglected, and the state’s legal protections for 
women, children and families. 

Women’s rights, children’s rights, rights of the poor, 
problems of adoption, foster care, family safety, health care 
for all—these and other social issues have been Hillary’s 
life-long passions. President Clinton’s National Health Care 
Plan of 1993 was put together by her. But neither of them 
had the requisite experience of Congressional politics—
and the Plan could not pass. When Obama revamped and 
re-presented it two decades later, it was still a hard sell—but 
with more cunning and political savvy, it finally passed.

Starting from her law school days Hillary has been 

feverishly engaged in social service. She volunteered 
free legal advice for the poor in New Haven.  She worked 
for UNICEF (the United Nations Children’s Emergency 
Fund), served as consultant for the Carnegie Council 
on Children and as staff attorney for Marian Wright 
Edelman’s Children’s Defense Fund. She co-founded the 
Arkansas Advocates for Children & Families; chaired the 
Legal Services Corporation; worked on a Congressional 
subcommittee on migrant workers’ problems in housing, 
sanitation, health and education. 

In a groundbreaking and widely cited article, “Children 
Under the Law,” published in the Harvard Educational 
Review in 1973, Hillary argued that children are “child 
citizens” and should be regarded as “competent” before 
the law unless proven otherwise. At the UN Conference on 
Women in Beijing in 1995 she went global, enunciating the 
now famous slogan that “human rights are women’s rights 
and women’s rights are human rights.”

Hillary’s life of social advocacy is rooted deep in her 
family’s history. Her mother Dorothy Howell Rodham 
was a neglected and abandoned child. The parents 
divorced when Dorothy was eight. Neither parent wanted 
to keep Dorothy nor her younger sister but sent them 
alone on a cross-country train ride from Chicago to their 
paternal grandparents in Los Angeles. The grandparents 
proved equally uncaring and harsh. Dorothy finally ran 
away at age 14.

Hillary herself began life in inauspicious but happy 
circumstances in Chicago. In high school she excelled, 
so much so that her classmates voted her “most likely to 
succeed.” However, the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) turned down her application to 
train as an astronaut because they were not accepting 
women; and when she ran for Class President, one of her 
two male rivals snottily told her:  “You are really stupid 
if you think a girl can be elected president.”

Hillary graduated in the top 5 percent of her high 
school class, then went to Wellesley, a prestigious 
East Coast women’s college where she again excelled, 
garnering many “firsts,” including first student speaker at 
the college’s graduation ceremony.  Her speech roused 
the audience to a standing ovation and was written up 
in Life magazine. 

Meanwhile, Hillary’s political orientation and 
philosophy was maturing and changing. National events, 
and the subtle racism of the Republican Party leadership, 
were pushing her away from the conservative political 
faith of her father and closer and closer to the civil rights 
and social reform commitments of the Democratic Party. 
She became “a mind conservative and a heart liberal.” The 
final nudge came from the assassination of the great civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King in April 1968. By the time 
she entered Yale Law School in 1969 she was a Democrat.  

In another two months Americans will find out “if a 
girl can be elected president.” In 1992 Bill Clinton joked 
that if he was elected President the nation would “get 
two for the price of one.” Now, if Hillary is elected it will 
be exactly that—an extraordinary woman for President, 
the first in American history, and, for Consort or “First 
Laddie” (as the Scots styled it), an ex-President, again a 
first in American history. 
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Week
Quotes of the

Around the world, researchers at in-
dependent antivirus testing labs spend 
their days putting antivirus tools to the 
test. Some of these labs regularly release 
public reports on their findings. I follow 
five such labs closely: AV-Comparatives, 
AV-Test Institute, Simon Edwards Labs 
(the successor to Dennis Technology 
Labs), Virus Bulletin, and MRG-Effitas. I 
also take note of whether vendors have 
contracted for certification by ICSA Labs 
and West Coast Labs.

Security companies typically pay for 
the privilege of being included in test-
ing. In return, the labs supply them with 
detailed reports that can help improve 
their products. The number of labs that 
include a particular vendor serves as a 
measure of significance. In each case, the 
lab considered the product important 
enough to test, and the vendor felt the 
price was worthwhile. The labs don’t 
necessarily test a vendor’s free product, 
but most vendors pack full protection 
into the free product, enhancing pre-
mium versions with additional features.

Blogs
From the 

“So far we have spent N400 billion on capital, 
that is between May when the budget was 
signed and now; we are going for another 
capital allocation meeting where we are go-
ing to allocate another N60 billion. So, we are 
pumping money into the economy at a very 
rapid rate, but it would take a little time for the 
effect to be felt”. Nigeria’s Minister of Finance, 
Kemi Adeousn.   
“In recent weeks, the nation’s public space 
has been inundated with a treatise of discuss 
centered around the concept ‘budget pad-
ding’, newly introduced into the lexicon of the 
Nigerian legislative Appropriation process. 
Good enough, all the said allegations raise is-
sues that can be easily verified and the public 
will be availed ample opportunity upon the 
resumption of the House”.  Special Adviser on 
Media and Public Affairs to Yakubu Dogara, 
Turaki Hassan.
The existing judgment that has not been 
appealed, the continuous conduct of the de-
fendant (Sheriff) is hampering his interest. It 
is an internal political matter that ought not 
to be brought to court. He doesn’t have locus 
standi to bring the matter to this court. He is 
not PDP or Makarfi. Who is he? He is seeking 
an interpretation of a judgment and he is not a 
direct beneficiary. He has to establish a liability”. 
OIuyede Ajibade, counsel to Ali Modu Sheriff. 

Numbers
N60bn
Nigeria’s Minister of Finance,  Kemi Adeousn, said 
Federal Government was set to release N60 billion 
for capital projects to stimulate the economy.

$50
Brent, against which half of the world’s oil is priced, 
rose by $0.84 to $50.69 per barrel as of 7:58pm 
Nigerian time.


