
The A453 Churches of South Nottinghamshire 

Barton | Gotham | Kingston | Ratcliffe | Thrumpton 

Minutes of the Annual Church Meeting 

held at St Lawrence Church, Gotham 

on 18th October 2020 
 

 

 

Various reports are mentioned and brief summaries are included in these minutes.  For the full report see the A453 

Churches Report Booklet and the Charity Commission Report Booklet which are filed with these minutes. 

 

 

1. Opening Prayer 

 

 The Rector, Revd Richard Coleman welcomed people and explained that there had been a number of rule 

changes to the business of the AGM, and so we no longer need to record apologies, approve last year’s 

minutes or vote to accept the accounts. He opened the meeting in prayer. 

 

2. Appointment of Churchwardens 

Richard thanked the Churchwardens for their hard work which often goes unseen, but without which the 

church would not work. He explained that since Churchwardens are appointed for a 6 year term of office 

and, since the current Churchwardens are continuing in post (see item 5), there was no requirement to 

appoint this year. Churchwardens still need to be admitted each year and Richard has been authorised by 

the Bishop to admit the Churchwardens, which he will do immediately following the AGM. 

 

3. Electoral Roll:    Electoral Roll Officer: Margaret Heys 

 Stands at: 

Barton:  20 

 Gotham: 42 

 Kingston: 11 

 Ratcliffe: 12 

 Thrumpton:   8 

Total: 93 

 There were no corrections and Margaret Heys was thanked. 

 

4. Deanery Synod 

 

There have been a lot less Synod meetings this year and it has not all been about Parish Share - we had a 

number of bishops over from the diocese, and the deanery is currently putting plans together for another 

mission week next year.   Sadly John Bentham, who was Area Dean, died last year - he will be a 

considerable loss to the University Chaplaincy team - further details on deanery Synod are in the A453 

Churches Report booklet. 

 

Deanery Synod elects new members for a 3 year term of office; a new 3 year term begins in 2020. 

 

For Information the rules are: where Electoral Roll < 31 it is permitted to have 1 representative, between 

31-100, 2, and between 101-200, 3. 

 

 Deanery Synod Reps elected were: 

  Val Hopkins 

  Janet State 

5. PCC 

Richard reminded us that the purpose of the PCC is to co-operate with the Minister in promoting the whole 

mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelical, social & ecumenical. 

The PCC report is incorporated into the report for the Charity Commission. 

This past year has been a learning curve for us all uniting into one parish, and Richard has been very 

impressed with the way the PCC has come together, despite some practical difficulties.  The meetings have 

gone a lot smoother than he expected, and it has been nice going round each church for our meetings. 



This year the Covid 19 pandemic has put paid to our meeting together, but all the things that the PCC has 

had to make decisions on have been easily dealt with by Email. 

We were due to have 4 members stand down this year (Pat Harrison, Bridget Plimmer, Janet State, John 

Collins), but with the virus and the AGM being so late in the year, we took the decision to suspend that for 

this year and so we will have more openings at the next AGM which should be in May next year. 

John Collins has, however, decided to step down as Benefice PCC member, and Richard expressed his 

thanks to John for his involvement over the years and especially in this first year as a single parish. 

This means we have a vacancy for Thrumpton Church Representative for which nominations will be 

sought later in the year. 

 

6. Fabric Report 

 

As with any building the age of ours the fabric is a constant issue. 

Barton has had their Faculty approved to remove some pews and this project is completed. A troublesome 

tree in the churchyard has been removed.  

At Thrumpton there are ongoing issues with the trees in the churchyard as well as concerns over the 

condition of one stained glass window - hopefully grants will cover most of the costs. 

At Ratcliffe we also have a problem window - again we are hopeful that grants will cover the costs. The 

church experienced a lead theft in 2019 but volunteers have made a repair without any cost. 

At Gotham a Local Management Group has been set up (which reports to the PCC) to deal with the fabric 

of the building and churchyards and anything else that isn’t covered by any other Gotham group. There is 

some work to be done on the tower. There is also ongoing discussion on the use of the Church Hall. 

All five churches are in good repair and Richard expressed his thanks to all those who have helped to 

maintain our buildings for another year. 

A full report on each church is included in the A453 Churches Report booklet 

 

7. Finance 

 

This year the Treasurer's Reports are in the A453 Churches Report booklet, whilst the Accounts are 

included in the Charity Commission Report booklet. 

Richard thanked the Treasurers for their continued diligence over the Finances and their assistance to 

Graham as he brings all the accounts into one, which is unfortunately taking longer than hoped, a process 

which has not been helped by the current pandemic. 

Some glebe land which formerly belonged to Gotham has been sold for housing. 

Richard thanked the independent examiners. 

 

8. Close 

 

 The meeting closed at 4:30pm with the Grace, and was followed by the admittance of the Churchwardens. 

 

 


