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On June 10-11th 2016, the University of Nottingham hosted the annual U21 European UNSDG student 
workshop, now in its sixth year. Building on the previous annual workshops which have focused on the 
UN Millennium Development Goals, and 2015’s workshop hosted by Lund University which made the 
transition to the SDG’s, the event brought together 60 students and staff from the Universities of 
Birmingham, Dublin, Glasgow, Lund and Nottingham encompassing seven different health care 
disciplines. Participants were welcomed to Nottingham by the Vice Chancellor, Professor Sir David 
Greenaway, who emphasised the need to look outwards to the world, but bring the learning to bear on 
local issues. 
 
The afternoon of 10th June provided participants with a range of insights into aspects of global health 
ranging from the impact of Ebola on a Health Professional and their family friends and community, 
through the reality of being a refugee and asylum seeker within the UK, to personal insights of 
participating in the U21 Health Sciences Group Global Learning Partnership. The day finished with an 
opportunity for all participants to relax together and share their thoughts with a BBQ, moved indoors 
due to torrential rain. As students headed off to enjoy the nightlife of Nottingham there was much 
conversation about the impact the afternoon’s speakers had had, and anticipation of the group work to 
come.  
 
The second day commenced with talks from two Alumni of the U21 Health Sciences Group UNMDG 
work, Rajdeep Singh Banga who shared the experiences of bringing MDG/SDG related learning and 
activities into their dental course at Birmingham and the subsequent engagement with local 
communities, and Maryam Ezzeldin who related how the MDG learning she had undertaken as a student 
had impacted on her clinical career as a dentist. 
 
The remainder of the day was focused on group work with students working together in both 
Interprofessional and International groups. Two tasks were allocated to each group; to review a  case 
study developed previously to provide learning experiences around the MDG’s, and secondly to develop 
an outline of the content of a new case study to support learning about the SDG’s. Such was the 
enthusiasm for the work that the work continued through the lunch break, with a working lunch being 
taken by all.  
  
A plenary feedback session completed the day with the groups reflecting on the relevance of the 
previous MDG case studies and presenting the new SDG case outlines. The focus throughout was on 
health and social care systems, cultural aspects and uni- and inter-professional implications.  The 
presentations stimulated some degree of questioning and challenge from the floor, which led to some 
heated debate, but confirmed the engagement of all of the students with the material delivered and 
developed during the workshop.  
 
An attendee at the workshop was Jane Usherwood, U21 Secretary General who commented on the 
event ‘I was delighted to be part of the recent workshop on the UNSDG organised by Grahame Pope and 
Derek Chambers at the University of Nottingham.  To see an international group of students come 
together, learning together and from one another across disciplinary boundaries is the essence of what 
Universitas 21 is all about.  The experience will inform their future learning, and the application of that 
as health professions whether they work within their own country or beyond as the world becomes ever 
more connected.’  
 
The outputs from the workshop will form the basis of further developments of learning resources 
undertaken by academics and students from the U21 HSG SDG group.  

http://www.u21mdg4health.org/Archivos/MCManager/Workshops/Report_UNMDG-SDG_Workshop_Lund_June2015.pdf
http://u21health.org/global-learning-partnership/

