
 
 
 
 

 
 

Nov. 5 All-Saints Sunday 
 

  Confirmation Inquiry Meeting 
 

Nov. 10 Roots Lock-In 

  

  Feeding America Food Truck 
 

Nov. 11 Church Grounds Clean-Up 
  

  Journey to Bethlehem Ticket 
 Sales Begin 

 

Nov. 12 Congregational Meeting to Elect 
 New Officers 

 

  Inquirers/New Member Class 
 

  Shine56 Goes to Rebounderz! 
 

Nov. 19 Shine34 Goes to Bam! 
 

  Angel Tree Sunday 
 

Nov. 24 Office Closed 
 

Nov. 26 Embellish Handbells Concert 
 

Nov. 28 PW Candy Making Day 
 

Dec. 3 Deck the Halls/Chili and  
 Mac & Cheese Dinner 

 

Dec. 10 PW Bazaar & Bake Sale 
 

Dec. 17 Service of Light & Hope 
 

Dec. 24 One Whole-Church Worship, 10am 
 

  Christmas Eve Services: 
 5pm Children’s Impromptu 
  Christmas Pageant 
 7pm Contemporary Service of 
  Lessons and Carols 
 10pm Traditional Service of 
  Lessons and Carols 

Upcoming Events 
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You are Invited... 

 

 

Childcare is available upon request. 

 

 
 

Put on your work gloves, grab a rake and come out  
and help us clean up the church yard for winter! 

 

Saturday Morning 
November 11 

9:00 a.m. 
 

If you aren’t able to come on 
Saturday, come anytime during the 
week (Nov. 6-10) when it’s 
convenient for you! Rake some 
leaves, cut back some plants, the 
choice is yours! A dumpster will be 
on site all week. 

 

N
o
v

em
b

er 5
 

Call to Generosity 
Campaign 2018 

 
 
 
 $956,600 

$ 496,148 52% 

Goal 

As of October 31, 2017, we have 
reached 52% of our 2018 goal.  

 

If you are one of the 179 households 
who have already pledged, Thank You! 
If you have not turned in a pledge, it’s 

not too late! Pledge cards are located in 
the office or you may pledge online at 

fpgh.org. 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Carol Folkert, Margaret Johnson,  
Jim Kober, Sue Roper, Jerry 
Schoenmaker, Fran Wilson,  
Jack VanGelderen and Evelyn Wood 

 

Our Sympathy: 
 to the family and friends of Phyllis 
Papanoli, who passed away on  
October 6, 2017. 

 

 to Diane (Edward) Fahndrich and 
family on the death of her mother, 
Ruth Edward, on October 7, 2017. 

 

 to Lisa, Jeff and Makenna Hurley on 
the death of Lisa’s father, Ron Bellman, 
on October 7, 2017. 

 

 to Edie Swart and family on the death 
of Edie’s husband, Jim Swart, on  
October 12, 2017. 

 

 to Mary Heyer and family on the 
death of Mary’s husband, Harvey 
Heyer, on October 20, 2017. 

 

 to Scott, Deb, Heather, Courtney  
and Rachel Stanley on the death of 
Scott’s father, Robert Stanley, on  
October 29, 2017. 

 

 to Andrew, Staci and Tatum LeFurge 
on the death of Andrew’s mother, 
Loraine LeFurge, on October 30, 2017. 

  

Congratulations! 
 to great grandfather Paul Rose, grand-
parents Christine Bahl and Chris 
Houghtaling on the September 20 
birth of granddaughter Pharah Alex-
andra Houghtaling. Proud parents are 
Kohl and Elizabeth Houghtaling. 

 

Thank you: 
Dorothy Miller, Kay and Joe McCrea, 
and Elsie Kraai and families wish to 
thank their church family for all the 
expressions of sympathy, cards, and 
kind words on the death of their 
brother, Herman Hackstock. Your 
thoughtfulness is appreciated. 

 

 “Thank you to our church family for 
all of the cards, prayers, visits, food 
and concerns for Glenn. The prayer 
shawl was an awesome gift, not only 
because of the thoughts behind it but 
also for the extra warmth when he 
was chilled.  

 

 Love to all at FPC!” 

 

   Glenn and Margaret Wiegert 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members and 
friends who are no longer able to come to church regularly. 
Bless their special day with a card from their church family! 

 
Nov. 5 Evelyn Wood 

Simarron 
15255 Clovernook, Rm 10 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Nov. 18 Dee Scholtz 
1410 S. Ferry, Rm. J-4 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
   

Nov. 23 Jerry Lamb 
 Freedom Village 
 145 Columbia St., # 254 
 Holland, MI 49423 
  

Journey to Bethlehem 
Drivers Needed 

 

Duncan’s Woods will again be  
transformed into the experience of 
Mary and Joseph as they made their 
way from Nazareth to Bethlehem. This 
year’s event is December 7, 8 & 9. 
 

FPC has offered the use of the church 
van to transport participants to and 
from the event. We are looking for 
people to drive the van on any of 
those evenings. No special license is 
required. Contact Kelli Jullie in the 
church office if you would like to 
drive for this event. 842-6760. 
 

If you would like  
to participate in  
other ways (acting, 
set construction,  
etc., contact  
j2bterri@gmail.com).  

CROP Walk 2017 
 

Thank you to 

all who  

participated in 

the annual 

CROP Hunger 

Walk. We had 

a number of people contributing and/

or walking, and the entire walk raised 

over $6,000 to help end hunger in our 

community and in the world.  
 

Of that, 25% will remain local and 

will be divided equally between Love 

in Action, The People Center, and the 

Salvation Army. 
  

Blessings and thanks to all who  

participated and provided their  

support to those around the world 

who so badly need it. 

Visit the Holy Land in 2018! 
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When  
I was a teenager, 
I had no idea 

that my world would be so transient 
and so much larger than it was in 
Erie, Pennsylvania. I spent the first 
eighteen years of my life in Erie, but 
over the past 21 years, I have lived in 
Grand Rapids, Ann Arbor, Princeton, 
St. Simons Island, Detroit, and now 
Grand Haven. I have traveled for 
study (London, Israel, and Ouagadou-
gou in Burkina Faso), for mission 
(Jamaica and Belize, both three times) 
and for pleasure (most recently to 
Cozumel). I am so thankful that God 
has broadened my world beyond Erie, 
but all of my wandering does make 
me miss things of my childhood that I 
will never get back. 
 

Thanksgiving was always a special 
time in my family. My family was 
tight knit, particularly on my father’s 
side. Almost every year we would 
gather together for a Thanksgiving 
feast with cousins, aunts, and uncles. 
The food was always glorious,  
particularly my mom’s pies, which 
are still the best I’ve had. We’d watch 
football – or, more accurately, we’d 
fall asleep from our turkey comas 
while the game was on. We’d then 
play our annual family football game 
– The Toilet Bowl – often played in 

snow or mud.  
 

Faith was a part of the family. My 
Great Uncle Bob Brydon was a man 
of deep faith. He had a beautiful bari-
tone voice, so before our Thanksgiv-
ing meal, he would lead us together in 
the hymn, “We Gather Together.” As 
a teen I wondered why we were sing-
ing a boring, old hymn, but now that 
Uncle Bob has joined the communion 
of the saints and now that I get to pick 
hymns, I find myself always ready to 
go back to that one at this time of 
year. It is a beautiful reminder of 
God’s blessings and care for me, both 
in the comfortable way I grew up and 
in these years of ministry where my 
family makes a life for ourselves 
among our church family.  
 

God is good, and one of my prayers 
for you this November is that you 
take stock of God’s goodness in 
your life. Perhaps you could think 
of one new thing each day you can 
thank God for. Maybe you’ll con-
sider writing it down and offering a 
prayer over it for a moment each 
day. Having an attitude of gratitude 
is good both for your physical and 
spiritual health.  

 

My friends, I am thankful for you. I 
am grateful to be one of your pastors. 

I am thankful that God saw fit to put 
us together for such a time as this. 
Together we have much to be thank-
ful for, so I hope this season you’ll 
count your blessings too.  
 

Let me also express my gratitude to 
you for your generous responses to 
our 2018 budget planning. It is so 
gratifying to see your giving follow 
your excitement for ministry. If you 
haven’t turned in your estimate of 
giving, please do so as soon as you 
are able to help your Session faithfully 
plan ministry for this year. If you 
have already, please let me say 
“Thank You!” once again.  
 

Finally, let me tell you how grateful I 
am that you have joined me on this 
journey through Dallas Willard’s The 
Divine Conspiracy. It has been a holy 
challenge for us, but I have heard 
from so many of you that you are 
finding your own ways to engage 
these ideas – through the book,  
podcasts, videos, classes, and so 
much more. God is at work among us, 
and for that, too, I am thankful.  
Happy Thanksgiving, friends! 
  

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Troy  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

From the Session of FPC 
 

News From the October 2017 Session Meeting 
 

In an effort to keep all members in the loop, a brief monthly summary of the last Session meeting will appear every 
month in The Tidings. If you want more detail, the Session minutes are posted on www.fpgh.org. 
 

 Highlights: 

 We adopted the Session Covenant. This document provides clearer elder expections as well as fosters positive  
relationships among elders and session interactions with all church bodies.  

 We approved the Greener FPGH committee charter which will provide a structure to increase our emphasis on  
becoming greener and communicating these actions. 

 We authorized taking the annual Omega Fund distribution which is held at the Grand Haven Area Community 
Foundation. Trustees oversee this money which is used for facilities related to expenditures. 

 We learned about the initial draft of the 2018 budget. The budget will be revisited once this fall’s stewardship  
results are tabulated and interpreted.  

 We authorized calling a special congregational meeting on November 12 for the election of elders and deacons. 
 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
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From Rev. Jill VanderWal 

The Gift of Rain... 
Second Annual Retreat Recap 

 

I am so thankful for the opportunity we had to go to Gull Lake for the  
second year on an All Church Retreat. This is a weekend we dream about, 
plan and pray for throughout the year because it is a unique opportunity to 
get away with members of our church family. It is a chance to grow in our 
faith and relationships with people of all ages. It is such a joy for me to see 
kids playing together, small groups asking deep questions and everyone  
sharing life over great meals. I am again reminded that if we give God a 
weekend, great things happen every time.  
 

When I saw the weather forecast, I was a bit worried, and then sad (it rained 
5 inches in 3 days!). However, the rain may have been a blessing. The focus 
of the weekend was rest and the rain did force us to stay inside, inviting us to relax, slow down and play (inside!). This 
is, after all, what the weekend was about. In our four sessions we discussed the value of Sabbath rest and renewal in our 
lives and looked at four aspects of Sabbath rest (see below).  
 

In large and small groups, we had the opportunity to consider the following: Why are we invited to practice Sabbath 
rest? How do we live as people centered in rest, in the midst of our busy lives? How can we begin to do this? On  
Saturday night my daughter turned to me and asked, “What made you happy today? What was relaxing today?” I loved 
that she had begun to apply all that we were talking about. Sabbath is not just a retreat - it is an invitation to a lifestyle 
of rest and peace centered in God. This is what Dallas Willard talks about, too, in The Divine Conspiracy. We are  
invited to step away from the crazy, frantic pace of life, slow down and rest so that our souls can be formed - literally 
shaped and molded into the likeness of Christ. Thank you to all who participated, and YOU ALL are invited to this 
journey of learning to practice Sabbath.  
 

In Christ,  
 

Pastor Jill  
 

Sabbath Starters 

here are a few ways we can all practice Sabbath 
 

Self 

 Take a guiltless nap 

 Take a slow, watchful Sabbath walk 

 Spend a half hour in silence 

 Have a book that you read only on the Sabbath (it doesn’t have to be  

the Bible, or even a religious book) 

 Turn off the news, media, TV and computer 

 Memorize a favorite piece of scripture, poetry 
 

 
Others/Community 

 Play games with family and friends 

 Assemble a care package 

 Write & send a letter of appreciation 

 Participate in social outreach (give the gift of Sabbath to others) 

 Talk with your family and decide how to celebrate Sabbath 

 Fill a special box for children with items they can play with only on  
 Sabbath--toys, movies, games, crafts, etc. 

 Call a far-away friend 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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From Rev. Jill VanderWal 

Tidings article deadline for December issue: November 15, 2017 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

In Our Church/Outreach 

It’s Jewel Chip  
Candy Season! 

 

It’s that time of year again! You know 
Christmas is right around the corner 
when the Presbyterian Women make 
their famous jewel chip candy! 
 

The candy will be on sale at the PW 
baked goods and candy sale on  
December 10.  If you would like to 
place a special order of mixed,  
cinnamon or anise candy and have it 
ready for pick up on the 4th, please 
call or email Sue Ochs: 
 

  231-780-3717 or 

 s2123@aol.com 

Special orders are due by November 26. 

Angel Tree Sunday 

November 19 
 

Be sure to stop by the tree in the 
lounge and pick up your “angel” 
requests! We have names of children 
from Prison Fellowship as well 
names from the local Salvation 
Army.  
 

If you are going to be gone on Angel 
Tree Sunday you may call Anne at 
842-9547 to have an “angel” saved 
for you.  
 

...whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.  

PW Baked Goods  
& Candy Sale 

December 10 
 

Be sure to pick up your favorite 
holiday goodies at the annual PW 
bake and candy sale! 
 

The sale will be in the lounge on 
Sunday, December 10 after both 
worship services. Representatives 
from ACT Uganda will also be there 
with handcrafted 
items for sale to 
benefit their 
community in 
Uganda. (for more 
information visit actuganda.org). 

Deck the Halls Celebration!  
December 3 

 

Join us on Sunday, December 3 for an all-church celebration to prepare First 
Presbyterian Church for Advent!   

 

Members and friends of all ages are welcome to our “Deck the Halls” 
celebration, which will begin in the lounge at 4:00 p.m. We will decorate trees, 
hang Christmas greens, and make advent wreaths and crafts to take 
home. Following the decorating, we will gather for dinner in Fellowship Hall. 
Mac & cheese will be provided, and participants are asked to bring a pot of 
chili or their favorite salad. 

 

Bring your families and friends to share in this event which will fill your soul 
with laughter and the spirit of the season!  
 

Nature 

 Take a Sabbath walk 

 Light candles 
 Avoid eating out, buying things, and driving 
 Spend 10 minutes completely surrounded by nature 
 Prepare Sabbath meals made with all locally grown or organic foods 
 

God  

 Pray for 30 minutes, listen for 10 of them 
 Read the Bible, choose one passage to read over several times 
 Discuss a favorite Bible verse, story, passage with someone 
 Copy or write out the words of a favorite hymn 

(Continued from page 4) 

Joyful Noise  
Greenery Fundraiser 

Help support the Joyful Noise mission 

and program with a beautiful, fresh 

evergreen or poinsettia purchase  
 

Wreaths, trees, swags, garlands and 

poinsettias can all be 

ordered now! Order 

forms are located in the 

JN or church office.  

mailto:epra3@sbcglobal.net


In Our Church/Outreach 

Staff and Leadership: 
Rev. Troy Brydon Hauser, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 
Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 
Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 
Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 
Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 
Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 
Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 
Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 
Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 
Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 
Mark Sanchez, Church Host 
Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 
Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 
Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 
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Community Artist & Speaker Series 
Embellish Handbells 

 

Embellish Handbells 
Sunday, November 26, 4:00 p.m. 
 

The premiere handbell ensemble of West 
Michigan, Embellish is a professional level 
group that promotes the art of handbell  
ringing by providing a high quality musical 
experience for diverse audiences.  
 

The next C.A.S. concert is January 28  
with the Western Michigan University  
Jazz Quartet.  
 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

Feeding America 
Food Truck 

 

With your gifts, the Mission 
Committee of FPC has sponsored a 
food truck for people in need in our 
community. 
 

If you are able to come out from 
9:30-11:00 a.m. on Friday morning, 
November 10, we can use your help 
distributing the food and/or carrying 
it to vehicles. Plan to meet us in the 
St. Pat’s parking lot at the corner of 
US-31 & Fulton.  
 

It might be 
cold outside, 
but your heart 
will be warm! 

Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods like 

shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent for local food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 

the Mission for Area People in 

Muskegon Heights. 

 

Please bring any 

donation to church on 

or before Sunday, 

November 5. 

First Sunday  
Food Collection,  

November 5 

From the  
Mission Committee 

 

One of the missions supported by 
your gifts to First Presbyterian 
Church is Love in Action. This  
agency works with a network of 
church partners, volunteers, and 
partner organizations to offer a help-
ing hand to many in our community. 
It is a ministry that encourages, edu-
cates, and empowers individuals and  
families, serving as the hands of  
Jesus Christ.   
 

Love in Action provides many  
services, all made possible through 
financial contribution, volunteer 
hours, and other resources by our  
network of churches, businesses and 
community. Some of these services 
are: 

 Feeding America food truck 

 medical equipment 

 clothing and household 

 transportation ministry 

 health and dental clinic 

 furniture and appliances 

 budget counseling 

 life skills classes 

 Harbor Hall men’s shelter 

 Hope House women’s shelter 

 laundry hub 

 God’s Guys Handymen 

 food pantry 
 

Thank you for supporting the  
missions of First Presbyterian Church! 



Hand2Hand Ministries 
 

Hand2Hand Ministries is a resource for students facing hunger over the weekend by providing healthy food so they have 
a greater opportunity to succeed academically, emotionally, and physically. This is done simply by providing a backpack 
with food on Fridays in the child’s locker for them to take home.  
 

We are currently gearing up for Thanksgiving and Winter Break, and are asking for donations of the  
following items: 

  peanut butter and jelly in plastic containers 

 spaghetti noodles and pasta sauce (Hunt’s canned sauce) 

  pancake mix and syrup (mix should be “just add water” type) 
 

Donations may be brought in to the designated spot in the Gathering Area (the blue bin by the Family Ministries desk). 

Youth Groups 
 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on 
Sundays during the school year from 5:15-7:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets from 
6:30-8:00 p.m. during the school year in Fellowship Hall. 
Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Shine56 is our youth group designed for all 5th and 6th 
graders! Every Sunday evening, all 5th and 6th graders are 
invited for dinner from 6:30-7:00, followed by age-
appropriate lessons. Shine56 meets in Fellowship Hall and 
is led by Becky Yonan. 
 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events, visit the youth facebook 
page (FPGH Youth). 
 

Contact Info: 

Visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth 

Follow us on Twitter:  @Roots_FPGH; @Vine_FPGH 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  
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Youth/Children’s Ministries 
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Nov. 10 
6:00 p.m. 

for all 7-8th graders 
 

Contact Caleb for details:  
czokoe@fpgh.org 

Confirmation Inquiry 

Sunday, November 5  

Confirmation class is open to  

students in 8th grade and older who 

want to join the church. If you have 

a student or are a student who is 

interested in confirmation, please 

plan to attend this meeting on  

Sunday, November 5, at 12:15 p.m.  
 

If you have any questions please 

feel free to contact Caleb Zokoe at  

616-842-6760, or czokoe@fpgh.org. 

There will be a meeting to discuss 

Confirmation for both students  

and parents.  
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Shine34 is Going  
to BAM! 

On Sunday, November 
19, the 3rd and 4th  
graders are going to 
BAM! in Holland for 
some crazy bowling, laser 
tag and arcade game fun!  
 

We will meet at church at 1pm and 
return by 3:30 pm. There is no cost. 
Kids can bring a few extra dollars to 
play extra arcade games, if desired. 
Snacks and drinks will be provided 
while we are bowling. Be sure to 
wear socks! 
 

RSVP to Becky Yonan by November 12: 
byonan@fpgh.org or 842-6760, x14. 

Shine56 is Heading 
to Rebounderz! 

All 5th and 6th 

graders are  

invited to an 

afternoon of jumping and bouncing 

fun at Rebounderz Trampoline Park 

in Jenison on Sunday, November 12! 
 

We will meet at the church at 1pm  

and return by 5pm.  There is no cost. 

We will have 90 minutes of jump 

and arcade time followed by pizza 

and drinks. RSVP to Becky Yonan 

by Sunday, November 5 at  

byonan@fpgh.org or 842-6760, x14. 

mailto:byonan@fpgh.org


 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

November 2017 
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deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Christmas Flower Dedications 
 

Your flower dedication contributions make it possible to decorate the Sanctuary, 
Gathering Area and Lounge with the beautiful flowers and greenery of Christmas.     
 

Anyone wishing to make a dedication to be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin may 
do so by completing the form below and returning it by Sunday, December 10, to the 
church office or by dropping it in the Sunday offering plate. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and telephone number.   
Feel free to use additional forms as necessary.  Suggested donation:  $12/per dedication. 
  
 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME:  
 
 DEDICATION 2.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME:  
 
 GIVEN BY:   
 
 PHONE:  

 
Make check payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation:  “Christmas dedication” 


