
Each month, a Broomfield Master Gardener profiles one of the xeric plants in the Demonstration Garden located just east of 
the City and County Building. If you've strolled through the garden, you know it's a beautiful, relaxing spot to take a break, eat 
lunch, or get some water-wise ideas for your own yard. Special thanks to the Master Gardener volunteers and Parks 
employees for their hard work in maintaining this hidden gem! 

 

Lamb’s Ear, Stachys byzantina 

By Angela K. Nickerson, Broomfield Master Gardener Apprentice 

 
Beloved by gardeners for its fuzzy leaves and silvery-green 
color, Stachys byzantina adds both texture and contrast to 
any Colorado garden. Originally from the Middle East, 
ranging from Iran to the Caucasus, Lamb’s Ear has 
become a staple in cottage-style gardens in Europe and 
North America. But its appeal is wide-ranging, and it is at 
home in many gardening contexts.  

As a low-water plant, Stachys byzantina and its many 
cultivars work beautifully in the dry climate and high altitude 
of Colorado. This perennial thrives in sunny, well-drained 
soils, but adapts to a variety of conditions. In Colorado, it 
appreciates a part-sun position, but its fuzzy leaves are an 
adaptation which make them perfect for sunny spots in the 
garden, too. Just don’t over water! Lamb’s Ear is 
susceptible to leaf-rot if overwatered.  

Sometimes rumored to be invasive, Stachys byzantina 
spreads by stems which develop roots at their nodes and 
multiply over time. The spreading plants are easily dug up 
and removed, however, and can be transplanted to new 
locations or given to a friend.   

The low mounds or rosettes of Stachys byzantina make it beautiful along a path or at the edge of a 
border. It also can be used as groundcover or as a “spiller” in a pot, too. Its silvery-green color visually 
cools a space and contrasts beautifully with the deeper greens and brilliant blooms of summer.  

Lamb’s Ear requires little care once established. Dead 
foliage should be removed in the spring to prevent rot. 
Some gardeners remove the plant’s blooms in the late-
spring, early-summer. Lamb’s Ear sends up pale green 
spikes of purple flowers which some don’t find attractive 
— though the bees love them. Wool Carder bees, in 
particular, rely on plants from the mint family for their 
survival and may take up refuge near a patch of Lamb’s 
Ear as a result. And while they aren’t grown for their 
blooms, Stachys byzantina’s beautiful foliage and easy 
care make it a winner in the Colorado landscape. 
 
Stachys byzantina can be found in the Broomfield 
Xeriscape Demonstration Garden. Look for it in the 
Animal Garden section as well as in the landscaping 
around the Broomfield Public Library.  
 

For more information… 
http://wci.colostate.edu/Assets/pdf/CIIFactSheets/WoolCarderBee.pdf 

AT A GLANCE 

Common Names Lamb’s Ear, Lamb’s-ears, Wooly 
Betony 

Scientific Name Stachys byzantina 
Height  6” – 8” with blooms up to 18” tall 

Width 10” – 24” depending on the 
cultivar 

Hardiness USDA zones 4-9 

Sun  Sun to part shade 

Water Needs Low once established 

How to Use  Groundcover, front layer of 
borders, containers 


