
Frequently Asked Questions – Liana Gardner 

 

• Where do you get your story ideas? 
Ideas come to me in a variety of ways, so I pretty much get them anywhere and 
everywhere. I’ve never had to go looking for an idea—they come to me. In dreams, 
driving down the road, going for a walk, reading an article, etc.  

• Do you start with a concept, a fully formed plot, or a character? 
It depends on the book. Those that come to me in dreams I usually know where it starts, 
the middle, and the end (Rain Falling on Embers). Sometimes a character pops up and 
won’t leave me alone (The Journal of Angela Ashby). 7th Grade Revolution started with a 
simple question: What if? Then there are those that start with a concept so strong it 
knocks the wind out of me (Speak No Evil). 

• Are you a plotter or a panster? 
I’m a hybrid. With one exception, I always have at least a loose outline and know 
beginning, middle, and end before I start writing. I do a lot of research on things I know 
upfront I’m going to need more information on. Then I put the outline to the side, and 
write and when I’m done, I go back and check the outline to see whether I missed 
anything. Do I stick to what I outlined? Absolutely not. My characters determine their 
own direction and I’ve learned not to argue with them.  

• Do you write about people you know? 
So far, I’ve not based a character on someone I know, but I have thrown in some Easter 
egg characteristics in some. 

• When did you first decide to become an author? 
When I was nine, I decided to write a book because I had read everything worth reading 
both at the library and from the Scholastic catalog and decided I needed to write 
something I’d enjoy more. 

• Is there something that motivates you in what you write? 
Helping others. Since I write for pre-teens and teens, if readers connect with my 
characters in a way that gives them comfort or strength, that is the best compliment and 
measure of success I can strive for. 

• What made you decide to write for pre-teens and teens? 
Writing for children was never something intentional. I’ve always said I write the stories 
that come to me. I suppose one day an adult character could show up with a story for me 
to write, but so far it’s all been kids. The possibilities for stories about kids are far more 
interesting to me as well. The emotions, situations, potential for growth all call to me, 
along with hope. Adults have often stifled their wonder, emotions, shoving everything 
down to “face reality” … and who wants to do that? I also write characters who hopefully 
connect with the reader—someone they can see some of themselves in. Sometimes that 
makes all the difference. 



• You have the chance to give one piece of advice to your readers. What would it be?I 
love this question because it is so near and dear to my heart. The advice I want to give all 
readers is to follow your passions and don’t let obstacles keep you from achieving your 
goals. As an author with leukemia and lymphoma and currently undergoing 
chemotherapy, I can say I’ve had to deal with a few obstacles. For far too long, I listened 
to people who told me that writing wasn’t a way to support myself, or that it was too 
difficult to get the elusive unicorn of a book deal. Then one day I finally decided enough 
… writing is what I want to do. Beyond making me happy, I feel my stories have value to 
my readers, so I pursued my dreams. The road is never like an open highway, but I 
wouldn’t have my journey any other way. The obstacles are there to be overcome as we 
prove to not only ourselves, but the universe how much we want to achieve our goals.

• What piece of advice can you share with those beginning their author journey?Hone 
your craft. Every book you read, after you read it for enjoyment, go back and see what 
works and what doesn’t and why. Read as many craft articles as possible and write, 
rewrite, and rewrite again. Utilize a strong, knowledgeable editor—I cannot stress this 
enough. Editors are there to help us see when we’re blind and help us take our work to the 
next level.

• Which book do you wish you could have written?
I’ve never wished to have written someone else’s book because that is their story to tell. 
And while I admire a great many books for so many reasons, those weren’t my stories. So 
the book I wish I could have written is the one(s) I have not written yet.

• If you could introduce one of your characters to any character from another book, 
who would it be and why?
My first thought when reading this question was a character from one of my books into 
another of my books. In which case I would introduce Mallory from The Journal of 
Angela Ashby into the Katie McCabe series because I think Katie could really benefit 
from a friend like her. But when thinking about any other book, I’d have to say, move 
over Tinkerbell … I’d love to see T (Tatiana, the farting fairy in The Journal of Angela 
Ashby) in Neverland dropping a big ol’ stink bomb on Captain Hook and Smee.


