
Scenario 3: East Los Angeles YOUTH ORGANIZERS  
 
  
 
Joshua, a student from Garfield High describes conditions at his school: “Most of our 
classes have 40 students in them; you have to sit way in the back with no tables, and 
some students have to stand up because there’s no room for them. It’s very stressful. 
Tiles are falling off the ceilings, and lunch is in a little area where you can’t really sit 
down. Usually, only one or two bathrooms are open for 4,800 students, and they’re in 
horrible condition.”  
 
 Another East LA high school student describes her experience also: “My friends in the 
lower [non—college-prep] classes have unaccredited teachers, while we have accredited 
ones. We would have college counselors come into the classroom, but only the military 
recruiters would come into theirs. Things like that should be given throughout the 
school, not only to a small percentage of students! I don’t want to see my friends have 
to stay behind or drop out of school, join the military, or work as low-wage labor at a 
Jack-in-the-Box.”  
 
This is what they did. Joshua and students from different high schools in East LA formed 
InterCity Struggle in order to organize change in their schools. InterCity Struggle 
merged with another youth organization, called United Students. “We believe any young 
leader has the capacity to become the director of this organization,” says Luis Sanchez, 
executive director of InnerCity Struggle. First they had to come up with hard research 
to prove that the problems existed, so they put together a survey for the students. 
Then they held a student-led meeting with the principle to share their results. They won 
the principal’s support.  
 
In weekly three-hour evening sessions at InnerCity Struggle headquarters, the US 
leaders go through a three-month intensive training on media literacy (learning how 
media like newspapers and TV works). “We learned that a small percentage of big 
companies control everything that we see on television,” says Joshua. “They don’t really 
say the truth if it’s going to lose money.”  
 
 It worked! “The school superintendent allocated $20 million into improving school 
conditions. We’ve had a lot of interviews on the radio, and with the L.A. Times. We’re 
so young, but we’ve done so much and it feels good.”  
 
 Potential characters: Youth organizers, adult facilitators, school principal, school 
superintendent, the media.  
 
 Your skit must answer the following questions:  
 
o What is the problem InnerCity Struggle is addressing?  
o What is their solution?  
o How did they use research to advocate for their solution?  


