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Just a few months ago, the word 
“coronavirus” was still foreign 
to us. But today, our waking 
moments are bombarded with non-
stop media coverage about this 
pandemic. As this crisis unfolds, 
it is upending societies, sending 
countries into lockdown, and forcing 
people to make drastic changes to  
their lifestyle. 

Some have described Covid-19 
as an ‘equalizer’, for it does not 
discriminate when it comes to race 
or socio-economic status. New 
York Governor Andrew Cuomo said, 
"Everyone is subject to this virus. I 
don't care how smart, how rich, how 
powerful you think you are." 

However, looking deeper, Covid-19 is 
not an equalizer at all. While all of 
us are impacted in many ways, it hits 
the poor and vulnerable many times 
harder. It has sharply amplified the 
gulf between the privileged and  
the disadvantaged.

The poor and vulnerable are among 
the most affected as they tend to 
be in low-paying jobs, with few 
safety nets and insufficient wage 
protection. While many white-collar 
workers can work from home (WFH), 
for the many blue-collar workers 
such as construction workers, 

cleaners, cab drivers, WFH means 
being out of job.  

Many of us were in a frenzy buying 
mode to make sure we have sufficient 
stock of groceries. However, many 
of these poor can only pray that the 
items of their choice and budget 
range are still available once they 
have the means to buy them. 

This stark contrast was heightened 
again during home-based learning 
(HBL) in April. Some poor families 
lack access to stable Wi-Fi and 
laptops. While some of them were 
loaned with equipment, many of 
them live in small and crowded flats, 
which is inconducive for HBL.

Covid-19 has surfaced fault-lines 
and inequalities that our society was 
ignorant of or perhaps has chosen to 
ignore. More than ever before, the 
poor and vulnerable need our help..

‘This too shall pass,’ says a Persian 
adage. But when this day comes 
and we look back, I hope our 
memories won’t be only be about 
circuit breaker, WFH, or despair. 
Rather, I hope that Covid-19 will 
be remembered as a turning 
point wherein our society became 
more caring and compassionate, 
helping the weak and vulnerable,  

more conscious of the inequality and 
leaving no one behind.

Let’s re-write the Covid-19 narrative 
by taking action now. Let’s walk out 
of our comfort zones and extend 
help to those in need. And in doing 
so, may it also be a personal turning 
point where we rediscover a better 
version of ourselves. 

As Winston Churchill said, “We 
should never let a good crisis go  
to waste.”
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