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Subject: History 
Term: 4        Week: 2  
Lesson Number: 94A 
Date: __/__/ 2021 
Unit: 12.1 Decolonization and Independence 
Topic 1: Background – early stages of decolonization 
Sub-topic: Background events of World War Two and its effects 
Learning Outcome: 
1. Discuss the effects of the War which led to eventual decolonization and 

independence. 

 
Introduction 
In Lesson 94A, we still continue on the effects of World War Two on European 
empires which led to eventual decolonization and independence. 
 
Instructions 
In your Exercise Book, copy the Header above. Make sure your handwriting is neat 
and legible. (I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to school). 
 
Practice Exercise 
 
Copy the questions below into your book and refer to resource notes that follow to 
answer them.   
 
1. Why was there no all-inclusive peace settlement at the end of World War Two? 
2. Identify some of the social changes that occurred after World War Two. 
3. Where were the first nuclear weapons used? 
4. Which western European states were affected by the war? 
5. a) Which countries emerged as superpowers and why? 
    b) What situation developed between these superpowers after World War Two? 
6. The war encouraged the movement towards decolonization. Explain how this  
    occurred. 
7. What international organization was formed after World War Two and why?  
 
 
 
Resource 

‘Background events of World War Two and its effects’ (II) 
(b) There was no all-inclusive peace settlement  
This was not like the end of the First World War when an all-inclusive settlement was 
negotiated at Versailles. This was mainly because the distrust which had re-emerged 
between the USSR and the west in the final months of the war made agreement on 
many points impossible.  
Nevertheless, a number of separate treaties were signed:  

Italy lost all her African colonies and gave up her claims to Albania and Abyssinia 
(Ethiopia);  

The USSR took the eastern section of Czechoslovakia, some area in Finland, and 
held on        
    to Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia which they had occupied in 1939  
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Romania recovered northern Transylvania, which had been occupied by the 
Hungarians   
    during the war  

Trieste, was claimed by both Italy and Yugoslavia, was declared a free territory 
protected  
     by the United Nations Organization  

Japan agreed to surrender all territory acquired during 
the  
    previous ninety years, which included a complete withdraw from China.  
 
However, the Russians refused to agree to any settlement over Germany and 
Austria, except that they should be occupied by Allied troops and that East Prussia 
should be divided between Russia and Poland.  
 
(c) The war stimulated important social changes  
 
Apart from the population movements during the war, once hostilities were over, 
many millions of people were forced to move from their homes. The worst cases 
were probably in the areas taken from Germany by Russia and Poland, and in the 
German speaking areas in Hungary, Romania and Czechoslovakia. About 10 million 
Germans were forced to leave and make their way to West Germany so that no 
future German government would be able to claim those territories.  
 
(d) The war caused the production of nuclear weapons  
The first ever use of these weapons, on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, demonstrated their 
horrifying powers of destruction. The world was left under the threat of a nuclear war 
which might well have destroyed the entire planet. Some people argued that this 
acted as a deterrent, making both sides in the Cold War so frightened, of the 
consequences that they were deterred or discouraged from fighting each other.  
 
(e) Europe’s domination of the rest of the world ended  
The four western European states, which had played a leading role in world affairs 
for most of the first half of the twentieth century, were now much weaker than before. 
Germany was devastated and divided, France and Italy were on the verge of 
bankruptcy; and although Britain seemed strong and victorious with her empire 
intact, the cost of the war had been ruinous. The USA had assisted to keep Britain 
afloat during the war by sending her supplies, but these had to be paid for later. As 
soon as the war was over, the new US President Truman abruptly stopped all further 
help, leaving Britain in a sorry state: she had overseas debts of over £3, 000 million, 
many of her foreign investments had been sold off, and her ability to export goods 
had been much reduced. She was forced to obtain another loan from the USA which 
was given at a high rate of interest; the country was therefore closely and 
uncomfortably dependent on the USA.  
 
(f) Emergence of the super-powers  
The USA and the USSR emerged as the two most powerful nations in the world, and 
they were no longer as isolated as they had been before the war. The USA had 
suffered relatively little from the war and had enjoyed great prosperity from supplying 
the other allies with war materials and food. The Americans had the worlds’ largest 
navy and air-force and they controlled the atomic bomb. The USSR, though severely 
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weakened, still had the largest army in the world. Both countries were highly 
suspicious of each other’s intentions now that the common enemies, Germany and 
Japan had been defeated. The rivalry of the two super-powers in the Cold War, was 
the most important feature of international relations for almost half a century after 
1945, and was a constant threat to world peace.  
 
(g) Decolonisation  
The war encouraged the movement towards decolonisation. The defeats inflicted on 
Britain, Holland and France by Japan and the Japanese occupation of their territories 
– Malaya, Singapore and Burma (British), French (Indo-China) and the Dutch (East-
Indies) – destroyed the tradition of European superiority and strength. It could hardly 
be expected that, having fought to get rid of the Japanese, the Asian peoples would 
be willing to return to European rule. Gradually they achieved full independence, 
though not without a struggle in many cases. This in turn, intensified demands for 
independence among the peoples of Africa and the Middle East, and in the 1960s 
the result was a large array of new states. 
 
(h) Formation of the United Nations Organisation (UNO)  
This emerged as the successor to the League of Nations. Its main aim was to try to 
maintain world peace, and on the whole, it had been more successful than its 
predecessor (i.e. The League of Nations). 
 
(Source: Gr 12 History. Unit 1.pdf. (2017). Flexible, Open and Distance 
Education. Department of Education: Papua New Guinea. (Pages 10-13)) 
 
 


