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A
t a point in 
the life of 
the admin-
istration of 

the immediate past 
governor of Rivers 
State, Chibuike Rotimi 
Amaechi, Rivers be-
came a kind of edu-
cation tourism state. 
No important digni-
tary including foreign 
personalities visited 
Government House, 
Port Harcourt, with-
out joining the then 
governor on a ride to 
some of what came 
to be known as the 
“Amaechi schools”. To-
day, it is a good dream 
that has gone awry.
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Sultan, Emir’s home 
truth to kinsmen

W
h i l e  s e r v i n g 
as governor of 
Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN), 
Sanusi Lamido 

Sanusi was notable for his hard 
stand on national issues. He was 
vociferous and had moments of dis-
agreement with his fellow ministers 
and even with Goodluck Jonathan, 
former president and his then prin-
cipal.

But, the ex-minister never went 
as far as hitting his kinsmen, espe-
cially when ‘northern interest and 
religion’ are involved.  

Now as Emir Muhammadu Sa-
nusi II, and custodian of his people’s 
culture and religion, the Emir of 
Kano has said what some would 
consider sacrilege and it is trending 
on social media-Twitter, Facebook, 
Instagram and even published on 
notable national dailies.

Not just the Emir of Kano, as well, 
Mohammed Sa’ad Abubakar III, 
Sultan of Sokoto, joined voice with 
Emir Muhammadu Sanusi II to tell 
their Northern Nigerian kinsmen 
home truth.

Thanks to Nasir El-Rufai, gov-
ernor of Kaduna State for provid-
ing the platform for these royal 
fathers to challenge the status 
quo and stereotypes in the north. 
It was at the recently-concluded 

Kaduna Investment Forum that 
these culture custodians and in-
fluencers spoke.

Between the two royal fathers, 
Emir Muhammadu Sanusi II seemed 
to be more angered by the stereo-
types held over the years in the 
north and, which had held back its 
development. He was visibly angry 
that while the Muslim world has 
moved on, Muslims in northern Ni-
geria still lurk behind time.    

The sermon according to Emir 
Muhammadu Sanusi II is thus: “We 
refuse to recognise that the rest of 
the Muslim world has moved on; we 
have this myth in Northern Nigeria, 
where we try to create an Islamic 
society that never existed. We are 
fighting culture, we are fighting 
civilisation. Islam is not univocal- 
there are many viewpoints. We 
have allowed the most conversation 
of them to prevail.

“We need to understand the 
root of the problems of Northern 
Nigeria, because we have adopted 
an interpretation of our culture and 
religion rooted in the 13th century 
that refuses to recognise that the rest 
of the Muslim world has moved on.

“Other Muslim nations have 
pushed forward girl-child education; 
they have pushed forward science 
and technology. They have pushed 
forward the arts. We have this myth 
in Northern Nigeria, where we try to 
create an Islamic society that never 
existed.

“What is the purpose of a large 

who are building airports when 
we don’t have functional clinics, 
Governors are building airports just 
for their private jets. Let’s put the 
building of airports and other white 
elephant projects aside and face is-
sues that will bring water, food, good 
health, security and make people go 
about freely without molestation.

“Let’s do politics of development, 
because I know very soon, we would 
be in 2019. We will us our votes 
to remove all the governors that 
refused to work for us. If you think 
2019 is far, it is not far, it is very much 
around the corner. Therefore, my 
fellow citizens of the world, for those 
governors who work for us, we will 
vote them back, for those who have 
not worked for us, we will tell them 
to go back home and learn how to 
govern us better and try their luck 
next time.

“We don’t have any other option 
than to make sure that this project 
being put together by the Kaduna 
State governor succeeds and for 
this to succeed, there must be peace. 
Nobody will invest in a place where 
there is instability”.

However, the royal fathers were 
not happy that the north is in denial, 
especially as the North East and 
North West of Nigeria are among 
the poorest parts of the world, not 
just Nigeria.

But, the big issue is how the 
message will sink down and rouse 
the expected action, especially a 
forward-looking north.

OBINNA EMELIKE & MABEL DIMMA
population that is uneducated and 
jobless? We (Northern Nigeria) have 
a complete failure of social policy. To 
address this, we must reclaim our 
religion. Some 200 people died from 
meningitis, a governor actually said 
it was caused by fornication? Men-
ingitis as punishment for fornication 
has absolutely no basis in Islam; treat 
meningitis, don’t say God is punish-
ing victims- it is science, not religion”.

Of course, Emir Muhammadu 
Sanusi II commended Governor El-
Rufai for his investment in educa-
tion and engaging foreign investors, 
and observed that growth will not 
come from rising oil prices or from 
borrowing and spending govern-
ment money; but from investments.

His last blow to his kinsmen was, 
“Kings College produces progressive 
intellectuals but Baruwa College 
produces Northern Conservative 
Aristocrats”.

Though also hitting hard, Sultan 
of Sokoto did his with caution.

“Our political leaders please put 
politics aside and focus on the devel-
opment of our people. I have always 
talked about programmes that will 
touch the lives of the common man 
in the villages, on the streets push-
ing trucks, carrying water to sell to 
survive. We want programmes that 
will touch the lives of these people, 
not programmes that will touch lives 
of the elites alone.

“There are governors building air-
ports worth billions of naira while 
our roads are death trap. Governors 

Saad Abubakar, Sultan of Sokoto Sanusi Lamido Sanusi, Emir of Kano
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How bad politics puts economy in distress

T
he Nigerian economy, cer-
tainly, has become a weep-
ing child and an endangered 
species bayed about fero-
ciously and gnawed deeply 

not only by a monstrous recession but 
also by a mindless and bad politics. The 
style of politics being played in the 
current dispensation may have put 
the economy in jeopardy. The politics 
of hate, even among politicians of the 
same party, as exemplified by the im-
passe between the Executive arm of 
government and the Legislature, seri-
ously constitutes a clog in the wheel 
of progress of the country. Although 
internal wrangling has been part and 
parcel of many administrations since 
1999, at no time has it been as suffocat-
ing as it is now.

Analysts have said that with the 
lingering squabbles between the 
Presidency and the leadership of the 
National Assembly, the politics of 
pull-him-down-syndrome, lack of in-
terest by government in pursuing and 
completing projects started by previ-
ous administrations, and the politics 
of settlement and of “robbing Peter 
to pay Paul” as it were, the economy 
cannot do better than its current state, 
unless the ills are addressed.

 Executive-Legislature faceoff
 As the face-off between the Execu-

tive arm of government and the Sen-
ate deteriorates, delay in the passage of 
the 2017 budget will hinder Nigeria’s 
chances of getting out of economic 
recession, analysts have warned. The 
inability of the Senate to pass 11 eco-
nomic recovery reform bills would 
further hinder Nigeria’s chances of 
exiting the current economic woes.

President Muhammadu Buhari 
had presented N7.298trillion 2017 
budget estimate to a joint session of 
the National Assembly on December 
14, 2016. Recall that the 2016 budget, 
which was passed by the National As-
sembly on March 23, 2016 and signed 
into law by President Muhammadu 
Buhari on May 6, was plagued by 
being declared ‘missing’ and padding.

However, while many experts had 
hoped that the 2017 appropriation bill 
would be passed on time by the legis-
lative body, the face-off between the 
two arms of government saw the rel-
egation of governance to the backstage 
even as politics occupied centre stage.

Danjuma Goje, chairman, Senate 
Committee on Appropriations, says 
that the budget will be passed before 
May, almost two months later than 
the March 30 deadline given by Senate 
President, Bukola Saraki. Speaking to 
National Assembly correspondents, 
Goje said parliament may be com-
pelled to extend the validity period 
of the budget, in the event that it is 
unable to pass the 2017 Appropriation 
Bill on or before the midnight of May 
5, 2017.

He explained: “Last year, when we 
were producing this 2016 Appropria-
tion Bill, we realised that at the end of 
each year, there were usually requests 
for an extension of the budget from 
the executive. To avoid that, we de-
cided to incorporate this new thing.”

According to Goje, “In the 2016 
Appropriation Act, which President 

Muhammadu Buhari signed into law, 
clause 11 of it says that ‘in line with 
the provisions of Section 318 of the 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria 1999, as amended, this bill will 
run for a period of 12 months, starting 
from the day it is assented into law’.

“President Buhari signed this bill 
into law on the 6th of May, 2016. This 
means this budget will run from that 
date up to the midnight of 5th of May, 
2017. Unless of course if the Act is 
amended or altered as deemed fit by 
the National Assembly.

“As far as the law is concerned, 
there is no need for any extension or 
mop up by Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies (MDAs). The mop they 
usually do will now be illegal. Except 
the National Assembly, in conjunction 
with the executive, amend this law, 
this is the position of the 2016 budget.

“We do not have to extend the 2016 
budget. If May comes and there is need 
to extend, then we can do otherwise. 
I believe before that date, the 2017 
budget will be passed. For now, this is 
the position of the law.”

This implies that Nigeria’s Econom-
ic Growth and Recovery Plan, which 
has several critical implementation 
components, contained in the 2017 
budget will be delayed. The National 
Collateral Registry Bill and the Credit 
Bureau Services Bill which the Na-
tional Assembly had promised will 
be passed by the end of April to ease 
access to credit. It is part of 60-day 
ease of doing business initiative of the 
Federal Government.

The Federal Government has also 
expressed concern that delays in the 
passage of the 2017 Appropriation Bill 
by the National Assembly may stall 
the implementation of its Economic 
Recovery Growth Plan (ERGP), even 
as it attempts to tie exiting country 
recession by end of the year to early 
passage of the budget as well as the full 
implementation of the ERGP.

Minister of Budget and National 
Planning, Udoma Udo Udoma, said: 
“The 2017 budget is structured to 
get the economy out of the recession 
before the end of this year. So that is 
why we are anxious to get the bud-
get passed so that we can begin the 
implementation and begin to take all 
the steps we need to get the economy 
out of recession”.

Delayed passage of the budget 
means that businesses waiting on the 
2017 budget to rev up their operations 
for the year would now have to wait 
much longer. Another casualty from 
the delayed passage of the budget is 
the 11 economic reform bills, which 
Saraki had promised would be passed 
alongside the 2017 budget.

The economic recovery bills in-
clude: the Petroleum Industry Gov-
ernance Bill, National Development 
Bank of Nigeria Bill, National Road 
Fund Act (Amendment) bill, Federal 
Roads Authority Act (Amendment) 
bill and National Transport Commis-
sion (Establishment) Bill.

Others are: Nigerian Ports and Har-
bours Authority Act (Amendment) 
Bill; National Transport Commission 
Act, 2001 (Amendment) Bill; Ware-
house Receipts Act (Amendment) Bill; 
Companies and Allied Matters Act 
(CAMA) (Amendment) Bill; Invest-
ment and Securities Act (ISA); Customs 
and Excise Management Act; Federal 
Competition Bill.

Experts say the 11 priority econom-

ic reform bills, if passed into law, will 
help create 7.5million jobs and reduce 
poverty by 16.4 percent.

In a chat with BDSUNDAY, Senate 
Spokesperson, Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi, 
explained that the National Assembly 
Business Environment Round table 
recommended 54 economic bills for 
either amendment or repeal as well as 
50 other bills for passage.

He said of the 54 bills, 11 of them 
were categorised as ‘high priority’ ad-
mitting that other bills not considered 
as high priority have been passed by 
parliament.

“Some of the bills have already been 
passed because they have to do with 
credit, electronic payment system. 
Already we are taking some of the 
economic bills concurrently. At the 
end of the day, perhaps, what we will 
do is after we pass the bill, we will take 
stock and see out of the economic bills 
which one has been passed and which 
is still outstanding,” he said.

Also speaking with BDSUNDAY, 
an economic expert, Odewale Adisa, 
said: “Our elected leaders promised to 
uphold the tenets of the constitution 
but it is unfortunate that rather than 
do so, they are putting personal inter-

est above national interest.
“Like the saying goes: ‘When two 

elephants fight, it is the grass that suf-
fers’. Two years into this administra-
tion, the government is yet to find its 
bearing and the masses are suffering 
from the face-off between the two 
arms of government. The earlier they 
realise this and make amends, the bet-
ter, otherwise they might be putting 
the nation’s democracy at great risk”.

Although the Federal Government 
expressed optimism that the 2017 
budget would get Nigeria out of reces-
sion, most Nigerians think otherwise. 
An online poll by the Policy and Legal 
Advocacy Centre (PLAC) reveals that 
55 percent of Nigerians do not believe 
the 2017 budget proposal will steer the 
country out of recession.

 Discordant tunes by Buhari’s men
 Unfortunately, in spite of the All 

Progressives Congress (APC) being in 
control of the Senate, it is yet to take 
advantage of its numerical strength of 
66 senators as against PDP’s 42.

The increasing conflict between the 
Presidency and the Senate is seen as a 
reflection of the strangers that came 
together to form the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) and are now finding 

Obinna EmElikE, OwEdE agbajilEkE, 
ElizabEth archibOng, and 
mabEl dimma
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R-L: Commissioner for Information and Strategy, Akwa Ibom State, Charles Udoh, represented the State 
Governor Udom Emmanuel, in a handshake with Director, Enterprise Development, Small and Medium Enterprise 
Development Agency (SMEDAN), Wale Fasanya, and Special Representative to the Executive Governor in 
Lagos , Samuel Bassey, during the National Enterprise Development Workshop organied by Hudson Group and 
SMEDAN and co-sponsored by Akwa Ibom State Government held at Wheatbaker Hotel, Ikoyi, Lagos, recently.

L-R: Commissioner for Information and Strategy, Akwa Ibom State, Charles Udoh, Energy Consultant, Nkoyo 
Amana, and Executive Vice President Hudson Group, Tom Iseghohi, at the event.
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it difficult to work together. This is 
further complicated by the President’s 
inaction and unnecessary quietness in 
the midst of the crisis.

Top government functionaries 
and party leaders are now rising up 
against the APC-led Federal Govern-
ment, in what is a clear indication 
of a divided house. Only last week, 
Minister of Women Affairs and Social 
Development Aisha Alhasan, led some 
members of the APC from Taraba 
State to the national secretariat of the 
party in Abuja over neglect of party 
members in the state by the APC-led 
government. In the same token, the 
Adamawa State Governor, Jibrilla 
Bindow, warned that he and his of-
ficials may be forced to dump the rul-
ing party if federal appointments and 
projects were not addressed.

Many political observers say the 
discordant tunes and inter-agency 
rivalry within the Presidency are in-
dicative of the fact that the President 
is not in charge.

They cite the face-off between the 
Economic and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC) and the Department of 
State Services (DSS). Both agencies are 
under the purview of the President, 
this giving the impression that all is 
not well in the Presidency.

Recall that the Senate declined to 
confirm the nomination of Ibrahim 
Magu as substantive chairman of the 
EFCC for a record second time based 
on DSS report, which claimed Magu 
lacks the integrity to lead the nation’s 
anti-graft crusade. There have been 
rumours of a powerful cabal around 
the president, said to be in charge and 
always have their way, even when it 
is against national interest.

The Convener, Coalition of Demo-
crats for Electoral Reform, Ayo Opa-
dokun agrees with the school-of-
thought that President Buhari is no 
longer in charge of the country. He 
therefore, called on the President to be 
on his toes, adding that people voted 
for him because of his anti-corruption 
stance.

He said: “Our national crisis of 
identity is being further damaged 
by the conduct of the Nigerian state. 
President Muhammadu Buhari by 
conduct and behaviour over Magu’s 
confirmation is indicating to his ad-
mirers and those who voted for him 
that he is no longer in control of his 
government.

“There are two or three major 
unfortunate developments that 
are showing a divided presidency, 
clearly telling Nigerians, perhaps, 
that the Buhari we thought we knew 
in the 80s is totally a different per-
sonality now.

“The fact that the so-called DSS 
will now be writing a spurious and 
pedestrian report on Magu is an 
unfortunate dimension. I see this as 
humiliation of what Magu stands for 
and it is an unfortunate dimension to 
our so-called anti-corruption deter-
mination of President Buhari.

“Let me say clearly, President Bu-
hari needs to be on his guard. The 
only reason that people voted for him 
was because of his promise to fight 
corruption because if we do not fight 
corruption, corruption will fight us 
and it fought us too badly.”

 Non-sustainability of previous 
government’s projects

One of the economic drawbacks in 
Nigeria has been the inability of gov-
ernments to sustain projects started 
by their predecessors. In Nigeria, 
particularly, when a new government 

formed by a different party comes on 
board, all the projects no matter how 
good, started by previous admin-
istration are usually discontinued, 
even though such projects may have 
gulped a lot of money. Although gov-
ernment is a said to be a continuum, 
it is more on paper than in practical.

Recall that the National Confer-
ence of 2014 convened by President 
Goodluck Jonathan, which drew 
some 500 delegates and lasted for five 
months, cost Nigeria some billions of 
Naira. Today, the huge books contain-
ing the recommendations are gather-
ing dust in the seat of power, Abuja. 
The current government says it is not 
under any obligation to implement 
the recommendations.

“I think all the political parties in 
the country are guilty of this kind 
of thing. I bet you, if it were PDP, it 
would still not have implemented the 
recommendations so that the govern-
ment that initiated it would not take 
glory,” a prominent member of the 
ruling party said, seeking anonymity.

According to the politician, “Even 
in states where the governor that is in 
charge at the moment is of the same 
party with his predecessor, there is 
that unwillingness to continue with 
some of the noble ideas and projects of 
the past government. Unfortunately, 
unnecessary ego is causing a lot of 
problem in the country and the econ-
omy is terribly impacted in all these.”

 Allocation of forex to party men 
contrary to policy on ground

Despite the good policy by the Cen-
tral Bank of Nigeria (CBN) to reduce 
the pressure parents and guardians go 
through in the payment of school fees 
of their children and wards abroad, 
and also ameliorate the trouble of  
Nigerians critically needing foreign 
exchange for medical trips abroad, 
there are unconfirmed allegations that 
forex meant for PTA, BTA, tuition and 
medical fees are now being given to 
some cronies, who are close to some 
powerful elements with tentacles in 
the corridors of power. Such alleged 
illicit deals put the economy in distress.

 APC: A kingdom divides against 
self

 With majority of those at the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives, be-

ing members of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), one would think that 
the ruling party would be working 
in harmony to deliver its campaign 
policies.

But, almost two years after taking 
office, the ruling party is still immersed 
in internal bickering. The poor masses 
are at the receiving end as the pro-
longed political imbroglio now takes 
a further toll on the already recessed 
economy, especially with the drama 
in the passage of the budget. Many 
companies have continued to down-
size, investors are withdrawing and 
little cash is out there to stimulate the 
system, yet government claims to have 
interest of the masses at heart.

While many await the report of 
the National Bureau of Statistics on 
the performance of the Nigerian 
economy in the first quarter of 2017, 
the economy which contracted about 
1.5 percent in the last quarter of 2016, 
still does not show sign of improve-
ment as critical issues such as passage 
of the budget are now used as politick-
ing tools. 

We had expected that the Senate 
would fast track that passage of the 
budget in 2017 because the inability 
to pass the 2016 appropriation bill on 
time created fiscal uncertainties in the 
economy last year, and private sec-
tor operators, who are still groaning 
under huge losses due to the delay, 
are afraid of suffering again this year,” 
Julius Madumere, director, Small and 
Medium Scale Enterprises (SMEs) in an 
equity firm, says.

 Bitter politics with President’s 
health?

 When the President was abroad 
on a medical sojourn, many Nigerians 
believed that the country was vibrant 
on account of the then acting president 
Yemi Osinbajo’s determination to do 
things differently. But unconfirmed 
reports said that Osinbajo’s vibrancy 
did not go down well with certain 
elements who feared that the soaring 
influence of the cleric-turned politi-
cian was detrimental to their meal 
ticket. Analysts wondered why the 
President, who is still recuperating, 
could not just allow Osinbajo to con-
tinue with his acclaimed good job.

“As you can see, in the last one 

month, the country has returned to its 
usual slow mode. This state of inactiv-
ity is causing Nigeria billions of Naira 
on a daily basis and we, like the Ostrich 
are burying our heads in the sand and 
thinking that we are safe from danger. 
We are just deceiving ourselves,” said 
an Abuja-based quantity surveyor, 
who asked not to be named.   

Uguru Owanta, a political science 
lecturer at Ebonyi State University, 
said: “The leadership of the ruling 
party and the Senate are aware of the 
health status of the president, so many 
are becoming more ambitious any-
time the president travels on health 
vacation. And those who see EFCC, 
DSS, the judiciary and others as tools 
to checkmate their ambitions, are the 
ones fighting back for tomorrow’s sur-
vival. The fight will continue and even 
get more fierce as 2019 approaches.”

Dimeji Adisa, a political analyst, 
thinks the political imbroglio is riding 
on the back of the seeming passiveness 
of the president, especially since the 
return from the longest sick leave ever 
by any Nigerian president. “For the 
once vociferous and active president 
to seem quiet something is wrong. The 
Senate knows this and is capitalising 
on it to hold sway and gather more 
influence. More drama awaits Nige-
rians, already some legislatures are 
calling for the president to resign on 
health ground, that is the biggest tool 
to fight with now and the president 
and his men know this. It is a matter 
of self survival. No one is thinking 
about the interest of the country. So, 
compromise is the game now and it 
is hurting the country even beyond 
recession,” Adisa says.

Umenna Olugu, an African political 
observer with a foreign agency says 
government is the largest spender in 
Nigeria, and the moment there is no 
official spending on project implemen-
tation, it results in cash squeeze which 
will affect different components of the 
economy. He urges for the passage of 
the budget, noting further that the 
executive, legislature, judiciary arms 
of government should forget their 
differences and selfish interests and 
give the Nigerian electorate hope to 
live because they promised to do that 
during their campaign in 2015.

 

Senator Abiola Ajimobi, Oyo State Governor, congratulating the chairman, Aare Latosa Local Council Development Area,  Adekunle Ladeji, shortly after the inauguration of the 
newly- appointed caretaker chairmen of 27 local governments and 28 local council development areas, at the executive Chambers of the Governor’s Office, Ibadan,   
                                                   Photo: Governor’s Office.
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Sement Manager, Diamond Bank, Oluyemi Olusoga;  Product Officer, Beta Proposition, Diamond Bank, Onyinke 
Achigbu; Founder, Amazing Amazon Initiative, Mercy Makinde; Special Guest, Patience Ozokwor and  Head, 
Beta Proposition, Diamond Bank Plc, Njideka Nwabueze, at the Beta Woman Conference Sponsored by Diamond 
Bank Plc in Lagos recently .

VC counsels on family life, health benefits

T
he House of 
Representa-
t ives  Com-
m i t t e e  o n 
Nigeria-China 

Relations has appealed 
to the Federal Govern-
ment to partner city and 
regional Chambers of 
Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture 
to strengthen its busi-
ness relations with for-
eign trading partners.

Mohammed Usman, 
who led a delegation of 
the committee to Aba, 
the commercial hub of 
Abia State, to interact 
with the executives of 
the South-East/South-
South regional chambers 
of Commerce, to seek 
ways of improving trade 
with China, observed 
that government is not 
utilising the knowledge 
and skills of entrepre-
neurs in the country to 
boost the economy.

He observed that Ni-
geria would become an 
economic power-house, 
if the city chambers in 
the country are properly 
utilised and urged the 

Federal Government to 
work with them to diver-
sify the economy.  

He revealed that the 
House of Representa-
tives is advocating that 
all businesses in Nigeria 
should register with city 
chambers in the country, 
to improve commerce 
within the country 
and with foreign trad-
ing partners, as well as 
eliminate fraudsters that 
tarnish the country’s im-
age abroad.

“It should be the re-
sponsibility of city and 
regional chambers of 
commerce to recom-
mend members, who 
are traveling on business 
trips, to the embassies for 
visa issuance.  This will 
ensure that real business 
people get business visas.

He urged the South-
East/South-South Re-
gional Chambers of Com-
merce to partner with 
the committee to make 
the country’s business 
environment better.

Prestige Osy, member 
representing Aba North/
Aba South federal con-
stituency in the House 
of Representatives and a 
member of the commit-

tee, stated that ensur-
ing that all businesses 
register with the city 
chambers would elimi-
nate ghost firms from 
the country.  

According to Osy, 
“We also noticed that 
some businesses reg-
istered with the Cor-
porate Affairs Com-
mission (CFC) are ghost 
businesses, because you 
can’t identify the owners 
of such businesses and 

GODFREY OFURUM, AbA
there locations.

He urged the cham-
bers of commerce across 
the country to synergise 
and take advantage of 
the prevailing relation-
ship between Nigeria 
and China to improve 
their businesses.    

“China after due dili-
gence on their invest-
ment portfolio abroad, 
see Nigeria as the num-
ber one country that 
they want to do busi-

ness with. And this year 
alone, they have ear-
marked about $6 billion 
of investments targeting 
Nigeria SMEs.

“There is no way 
you can harness these 
investment without 
having a force that will 
speak for them to listen. 
If we come together as a 
group, they would listen 
to us. We want a situa-
tion where your voice 
will be heard,” he said.

Reps urge FG to partner NACCIMA, 
others to boost economy

T
he Vice Chan-
c ellor of the 
University of 
Ibadan, Profes-

sor Abel Idowu Olay-
inka, has advocated for 
the acquisition of Fam-
ily Life and HIV Educa-
tion (FLHE) in order to 
achieve a fulfilling and 
rewarding life.

Oluyinka made the 
observation at a nation-
al workshop where the 
Ibadan Social and Evalu-
ation Research Team 
(ISERT) of the premier 
university presented 
the report of a six-year 

nationwide research 
conducted on FLHE. The 
VC said that the univer-
sity had been supported 
by the Ford Foundation 
to undertake some ac-
tivities designed to scale 
up the implementation 
of FLHE curricula in 
Nigerian schools.

The national work-
shop held in Abuja was 
attended by represen-
tatives of the Federal 
Ministry of Education 
and officials of All Con-
ference of Principals 
of Secondary Schools 
(ANCOPSS). The re-

search focused on life-
style of students and 
sexuality.

Olayinka noted that 
the objective of the 
workshop was to en-
able carefully selected 
but critical stakehold-
ers take a final look at 
the research findings 
and decide on how to 
utilise them as well as 
to obtain the approval 
for their use.

T h e  F L H E  i s  a 
planned process of age 
appropriation, cultural 
and gender sensitive 
education that fos-

ter the acquisition of 
knowledge of life skills. 
It also gives reproduc-
tive health informa-
tion, which should lead 
to positive changes in 
behaviours, attitudes, 
beliefs, values and the 
development of skills by 
adolescent to cope with 
emerging life sexuality 
issues.

He further said that 
ISERT conducted the 
FLHE research in 35 
states, and visited gov-
ernments at all levels as 
well as traditional lead-
ers to sensitise them on 
the project.

He hoped that the 
res earch materials, 
training algorithms 
and guidelines would be 
quite useful, not only in 
Nigeria but also served 
as templates for similar 
exercises on the African 
continent.

The VC said the ulti-
mate desire of the proj-
ect was for students in 
rural and urban areas 
anywhere in the coun-
try to live a more fulfill-
ing and rewarding life 
through the acquisition 
of sound FLHE.

ISERT intends to 
mass-produce and dis-
tribute the report across 

the country in collabo-
ration with relevant 
groups and agencies.

 The National Presi-
dent of ANCOPSS, An-
selm Izuagie, assured 
that secondary schools 
nationwide would key 
into the project since 
the fight against HIV 
pandemic was essential 
to having a progressive 
country and good fam-
ily life.

The National Coor-
dinator HIV/AIDS De-
partment of the Fed-
eral Ministry of Educa-
tion, Florence Otaru 
Otaru canvassed for an 
awareness campaign 
organised by schools, 
Ministry of Education 
of each state and other 
stakeholders as well 
as the establishments 
of anti-AIDS clubs and 
structures in every state 
Ministry of Education 
and that of the FCT. She 
further said: “This will 
enable the Ministry of 
Education coordinate 
and monitor the im-
plementation process 
in collaboration with 
members of the critical 
mass through critical 
mass meetings, capacity 
building and meeting 
reports.”

Participants at the national workshop on Family Life and HIV Education (FLHE) organised by the Ibadan Social 
and Evaluation Research Team (ISERT) of the University of Ibadan in Abuja, recently.

Ogbeh 
hands over 
motorised 
borehole 
to Abia 
community

T
he Federal Min-
istry of Agricul-
ture and Rural 
D evelopment 

(FMARD), Abia State of-
fice, has handed over a 
motorised borehole with 
overhead plastic tank to 
Umuomainta commu-
nity, Isiala Ngwa North 
L.G.A. of Abia State.

This move, according 
to the Federal Minis-
try, is to alleviate the 
problems and difficulties 
associated with hand 
pumps said to be energy-
sapping.

Speaking during the 
event at Umuomain-
ta community centre 
play field, the Minister 
of Agriculture, Audu 
Ogbeh said apart from 
the borehole, the Fed-
eral Government had 
constructed a poultry 
processing mill in the 
area which according 
to him motivated the 
Abia State government 
to site poultry cluster in 
the area which would in 
turn feed the mill.

The Agric minister, 
who was represented 
by Ebere Simeon Oziri, 
FMARD state direc-
tor, said in the past the 
Federal Government 
was constructing hand 
pumps for communi-
ties but when it could 
not contend with the 
complaints associated 
with the hand pumps, 
it introduced motorised 
boreholes.He appealed 
to the community to em-
brace the spirit of main-
tenance culture and en-
sure that the borehole 
would not be abandoned 
or vandalised.

The minister also ap-
pealed to the leadership 
of the community not to 
exploit the beneficiaries, 
pointing out that the 
Federal Government 
constructed the bore-
hole to be free of charge, 
except in a situation 
where the generator 
would need to be refu-
eled when little amount 
of money should be in-
troduced but not to the 
detriment of the benefi-
ciaries.

Responding, the Tra-
ditional Ruler of Umuo-
mainta-Nbawsi, Eze 
Christopher Ihemegbu-
lam Ebere, expressed 
happiness that his com-
munity had benefited 
from the benevolence 
of the Federal Govern-
ment.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia.
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Adetokunbo Elliot, product manager Banking Products, FirstBank; Pai Gamde, acting head, Corporate  Services Division, Nigerian Stock Exchange; 
Olumide Orojimi, head, Corporate Communications, Nigerian Stock Exchange, and Abimbola Babalola, head, Market Surveillance, Nigerian Stock 
Exchange,  during the commemoration of the Global Money Week, recently.

F
emale lawmak-
ers in the Oyo 
State House of 
Assembly con-
demned the 

57- all-men nominee 
list for the position of 
caretakers in the 33 lo-
cal government areas 
(LGAs) and 35 local coun-
cil development areas 
(LCDAs) in the state. 

Ajimobi had pen-
ultimate week sent 57 
names of the nominees 
to the house for screen-
ing.

The list consists 28 
names of appointees as 
caretaker chairmen for 
28 local government 
areas and another 29 
names for 29 local coun-
cil development areas 
(LCDAs) recently created 
by the state.

The female legisla-
tors, however, called for 
nomination of qualified 
women for the positions 
in the subsequent ex-
ercise. 

Reacting separately 
on the report of the com-
mittee on local govern-
ment and chieftaincy 
affairs, Chairman House 
Committee on Women 
Affairs, Olawumi Olade-
ji (Ogbomoso North) and 
her Finance and Appro-
priation counterpart, 
Bolanle Agbaje (Ibadan 
North 1), described the 
list that does not have a 
single woman as “gender 
biased” and an attempt 
to silence the women 
folk. 

Oladeji in her expla-
nation, said the list was 
targeted at “discriminat-

ing against women”.
While citing the ex-

amples of herself, Hilary 
Clinton and other wom-
en who have excelled 
in their chosen careers, 
Oladeji drew the atten-
tion of the house to the 
Beijing conference of 
China in 1995 and the 
35 percent affirmative 
action which reserves at 
least 35percent slots for 
women in any elective 
or non-elective positions 
in Nigeria. 

According to her, 
“ Women should b e 
given the opportunity, 
there is no single female 
here, I have been in 
this house performing 
my duties likewise oth-
er women have been 
performing too; Hilary 
Clinton performed well 
as Secretary of State 
in the USA. There are 
examples of women 
who have performed 
well too.

“My submission is 
that subsequently, there 
should be slots for wom-
en. Women should be 
nominated”.

The S p eaker,  Mi-
chael Adeyemo, while 

responding said: “Your 
submission is noted, the 
committee has noted it, 
so it is inside the report 
and we have already 
noted the observation. 

Akinremi Feyisipo
It is part of our recom-
mendations. 

Agbaje, who sum-
moned courage to draw 
the attention of her 
colleagues, said it was 

wrong that there is no 
single woman nomi-
nated to head the council 
areas. 

The speaker of the 
male-dominated house, 

which consists 30 men 
and only two women, 
informed that sugges-
tions raised by the two 
lawmakers have been 
noted. 

Female lawmakers frown at 57 all-
men LG chairmen nominees in Oyo

16-month-old Arthur 
needs n5m for heart 
surgery in india

A
rthur Mof-
fat was diag-
nosed with 
an acyanotic 

congenital heart defect 
at about 5 months of age 
and all efforts by the par-
ents to raise the sum of 
N5 million required for 
the surgery has proved 
abortive.

They are now ap-
pealing to kind-hearted 
Nigerians for assistance 

…As house drops 2, clears 55

to defray the cost of a 
surgical procedure in 
India which will correct 
the problem.

Details below:  

NAME: 
VICTORIA MOFFAT
BANK- ZENITH BANK
ACCOUNT:
2117844791
C o n t a c t  d e t a i l s :  
08062423845

Delta exco approves more 
roads for construction

I
n fulfillment of the 
SMART agenda of 
the present admin-
istration led by Gov-

ernor Ifeanyi Okowa, 
Delta State Executive 
Council has approved 
the construction and 
rehabilitation of more 
roads in the state. The 
agenda includes the pro-
vision of better living 
and prosperity for all 
Deltans.

Briefing newsmen on 
the outcome of the Exco 
meeting on March 4, 
2017, Patrick Ukah, in-
formation commission-
er, and James Augoye, 
his Works counterpart, 
said Governor Okowa 
presided at the meeting 
and the outcome in-
cluded the approval for 
the construction and re-
habilitation of six roads 

across the state.
Ukah highlighted the 

roads to include the re-
habilitation of Kwale/

Ogume/Amai/Obia-
ruku road and asphalt 
overlay of an 11.1Km 
s e ction in Ndokwa 
West and Ukwuani Lo-
cal Government Area,  
and the continuation 
of the construction of 
Agbarho/Orherehe/
Otokutu road in Ughelli 
North Local Govern-
ment Area.

As well, the comple-
tion of the rehabilita-
tion/asphalt overlay of 
Olomoro/lgbide road in 
lsoko South Local Gov-
ernment Area and the 
restoration and widen-
ing of Warri-Sapele road 
from Effurun round-
about to Enerhen Road 
Junction were approved 
at the Exco meeting.

He disclosed that ap-
proval was given for 
the reactivation of the 
Transformer-Powered 
streetlights within Asa-
ba and the conversion 

of streetlights operating 
station from generator-
powered to 33kv public 
power utility in Warri 
metropolis.

Augoye disclosed 
that the construction 
work on the construc-
tion of drainage on the 
Direct Labour Agency 
would commence af-
ter the rainy season to 
avoid the destruction of 
buildings as a result of 
the rainy season, noting 
that work would com-
mence on the project 
during the dry season.

“It is better to do a 
thorough job on the Di-
rect Labour Road, for 
now no palliative mea-
sure can be taken be-
cause it will be a waste 
of fund as advised by 
the contractor going to 
handle the work; if we 
decide to do any work 
on the road now, it will 
not last,” he said.

…suspends further construction of drainage till dry season

mercy enoch, Asaba

Ifeanyi Okowa
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A cross section of participants at the General Assembly of Pan Niger Delta Forum (PANDEF), in Uyo, Cross River State, recently.

Meadow Hall Foundation set to honour 
outstanding teachers in Lagos

T
he fe deral 
government 
has reiter-
ated its com-
mitment to 

tackle the rising cases 
of depression in the 
country through stra-
tegic implementation 
of its health care agen-
da.

Isaac Adewole, min-
ister of health, said the 
current administration 
has set in motion plans 
to revitalise the Prima-
ry Health Care system 
which is expected to go 
a long way in achiev-
ing Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC).

Adewole disclosed 
this on one of his social 
media handle as Nige-
ria joins the rest of the 
world to mark  World 
Health Day, April 7, 
2017 with the theme: 
‘Let’s talk about depres-
sion’.

According to the 
minister “There is more 
demand for services,” 

stating that the Federal 
Neuro-Psychiatric Hos-
pital in Yaba recorded 
59% rise in new mental 
cases in 2016.  

“Our commitment 
to tackle depression is 
seen in 2016 Budget 
provision for 109 men-
tal health clinics in Pri-
mary Health Care sys-
tem/senatorial zone,” 

he noted.
“Let’s talk about de-

pression in our society 
and specially consider 
internally displaced 
persons in the North 
East,” Adewole said.

“The federal minis-
try of health in North 
East runs a Psycosocial 
Support unit which 
is the key part of our 

TIAMIYU ADIO
emergency response 
alongside Nutrition in 
the NE,” he further ex-
plained.

Adding that, “The 
c ountry Neuropsy-
chiatric and Teaching 
Hospitals are being 
equipped to launch 
suicide prevention ini-
tiatives and tackle huge 
mental health burden.”

FG set to tackle 
depression 

D
esirous to im-
prove the edu-
cational out-
come of the 

Nigerian child through 
quality teaching, Mead-
ow Hall Foundation 
is set to reward out-
standing teachers at the 
Inspirational Educator 
Awards (INSEA), 2017 
edition.

The INSEA is a merit-
based award organ-
ised by Meadow Hall 
Foundation (MHF), a 
subsidiary of Meadow 
Hall Group, aimed at 
elevating the teaching 
profession and moti-
vating school teachers 
and educational leaders 
to continue to strive 
for excellence in their 
profession. The Award 
is split into two cat-
egories: Inspirational 
Teacher of the Year 
Award and Inspiration-
al Head Teacher of the 
Year Award. 

The Inspirational 
Teacher of the Year 
Award is an annual 
award aimed at hon-
ouring teachers dedi-
cated to imparting life-
long learning in their 
students. This presti-
gious award recognises, 
rewards, and promotes 

excellence in the teach-
ing profession. A cash 
award of N1,000,000 
will be given to a re-
sourceful, caring and 
innovative teacher who 
has made an inspira-
tional impact on his or 
her students and com-
munity. 

The Inspirational 
Head Teacher of the 
Year Award, on the 
other hand, is an an-
nual award aimed at 
honouring head teach-
ers (head-teachers/
headmasters/ head-
mistresses/principals) 
dedicated to achieving 
optimal school effec-
tiveness. This pres-
tigious award recog-
nises the importance 
school leaders have on 
our educational sys-
tem. A cash award of 
N2,000,000 will be 
given to a hardwork-
ing and self-sacrificing 

school leader. 
Participation is com-

pletely free and nomi-
nations close on the 
10th of April 2017. A 
panel of judges will se-
lect the final winners 
based on pre-defined 
criteria. After which, 
the winners will be 
rewarded with cash 
awards on award night 
at an Invitation Only 
ceremony in Victoria 
Island slated for Sun-
day, 23rd April 2017.

Readers can nomi-
nate an inspirational 
teacher or head teacher 
for this award by visit-
ing the award website.

Meadow Hall Foun-
dation is a non-profit 
organisation borne out 
of a need to improve the 
educational outcomes 
of the Nigerian child.

“Our vision is to ad-
vance the educational 
outcome of the Nige-
rian Child by enhanc-
ing teaching quality. 
Our mission is to equip 
N i g e r i a n  s t u d e n t s 

L-R: Shams Hasan, infrastructure marketing manager, Middle East, Turkey and Africa, DellEMC; Tobi Shada, 
enterprise solution specialist, Intel; Travers Nicholas, general manager, West Africa, DellEMC, and Cynthia 
Sabiteka, channel development manager, Central and East Africa, Dell EMC, at the Dell Intel Partner Event 
focused on setting the stage for a digital transformation, in Lagos, recently.

for the 21st century 
by enhancing teach-
ing quality, changing 
mindsets about teach-
ing, and advocating for 
the teaching profes-
sion. We partner with 
individuals, public and 

private organisations 
to implement sustain-
able initiatives that sup-
port students, teachers, 
schools, and commu-
nities,” said Kemi Ad-
ewoye, head, Meadow 
Hall Foundation. 

STEPHEN ONYEKWELU

Uzo Orimalade is Glo-
sponsored CNN African 
Voices’ guest

G
lobacom-spon-
sored magazine 
p r o g r a m m e , 
CNN African 

Voices, will this week-
end treat viewers to 
outstanding African cu-
linary delights as it fea-
tures Nigeria’s master 
baker, Uzo Orimalade, 
and two others.

CNN Internation-
al said in a statement 
that the winning recipe 
needed to become very 
successful in the food in-
dustry requires cooking 
dexterity complemented 

... As world marks Health Day
by extra factors like end-
less imagination and an 
intimate knowledge of 
how flavours work to-
gether.

The other two culi-
nary experts who will 
join Orimalade in the epi-
sode are Kenya’s celeb-
rity chef, Kiran Jethwa, 
and Morocco’s leading 
restauranteur, Reda Fa-
kir.

CNN describes Nige-
ria’s Orimalade as one 
baker finding sweet 
success with her Ni-
gerian inspired treats, 
while Jethwa is said to 
be drawing on his roots 
and whipping up deli-
cious dishes for his audi-
ence in Nairobi. On the 
other hand, Fakir, an 
international DJ-turned-
restauranteur, is hoping 
his restaurant will put 
Morocco’s capital, Rabat, 
on the culinary map.  

Uzo Orimalade is the 
Creative Director of Cup-
cake Couture - a boutique 
bakery that specialises in 
creating delicious baked 
treats as well as Man-
aging Director of Uzo’s 
Food Labs - a growing 
Food and Home Enter-
tainment company that 
offers recreational classes 
to individuals and com-
panies as well as provid-
ing consulting services 
across several areas to the 
hospitality industry.

Globacom, the pro-
gramme sponsor, urged 
viewers to tune in to the 
week’s exciting edition of 
African Voices on CNN 
at 10.30 a.m. on Friday. 
Viewers can also watch 
the repeat editions at 
2.30 p.m. on Saturday, 
12.30 a.m. and 7.30 p.m. 
on Sunday, 11:30 p.m. 
on Sunday, 11.30 p.m. on 
Monday and 5.30 a.m. on 
Tuesday.
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Student receiving donated educational materials

Why Okowa bagged 2016 Mandela Medal 
Awards on human rights - Ambassador

F
or his commit-
ment towards 
ensuring that 
the rights of 
the people are 

protected, especially in 
respect to job opportu-
nities, Ifeanyi Okowa, 
governor of Delta State, 
has bagged the presti-
gious Order of the Pride 
of Africa and the 2016 
Mandela Medal for A 
Long Walk To Freedom 
Awards.

Joseph Rankin, am-
bassador/ governor 
general for Africa, In-
ternational Commis-
sion of Diplomatic Rela-
tions, Human Rights 
and Peace Ambassador 
for the African Region 
– International Human 
Rights Commission, pre-
sented the awards on 
March 4, 2017, in a brief 
but impressive ceremo-
ny attended by Edith, 
wife of the governor, 
and other top govern-
ment functionaries at 
the Government House, 
Asaba.

According to Rankin, 
“Nomine es for  the 
award must have made 
substantial and long-

term contributions in 
furtherance of civil 
rights, civil liberties, 
human rights on the 
African continent.

“The Mandela Medal 
is awarded to an indi-
vidual who has made 
an outstanding contri-
bution to the advance-
ment of human rights 
in Africa; the African re-
gion headquarters of the 
International Human 
Rights Commission, Ge-
neva, Switzerland has 
established this award 
to honor and give public 
recognition to an indi-
vidual that has made an 
exceptional contribu-
tion to the advancement 
of human rights on the 
African continent.”

While noting that 
the Mandela Medal 
is the pinnacle of hu-
man rights recognition 
in Africa, the ambas-
sador disclosed, “We 
are in Asaba to honour 
and commend a great 
achiever who has made 
an outstanding contri-
bution to the promotion 
and protection of the 
human rights embodied 
in the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights 
and in other United Na-
tion’s Human Rights 
instruments.”

He added that the 
governor was carefully 
selected by a special 
committee comprising 
the General Assembly 
members of the IHRC 

and the Economic and 
Social Council of the In-
ternational Commission 
of Diplomatic Relations, 
Human Rights and 
Peace, noting that the 
creation of job oppor-
tunities through skill 
acquisition programme 
of the state government 
that will make the ben-
eficiaries millionaires 
within a decade was 
laudable.

The ambassador also 
observed that apart 
from job creation which 
the Governor Okowa’s 
administration has done 
very well through the 
Job Creation Office, the 
administration had also 
put structures in place 
to ensure that the rights 
of the citizens were pro-
tected.

Governor Okowa in 
his response, stated, “I 
feel honored to receive 
this award and more 
so when it has to do 
with our departed fa-
ther, Nelson Mandela; 
we know what he rep-
resented when he was 
alive and all over the 
world we do know that 
he is a symbol of hu-
man rights and what it 
is supposed to be in this 
age today.

US-based NGO donates educational 
materials to Anambra school

Mercy eNOch, Asaba

Ifeanyi Okowa

Peak milk launches 
N40 category

A
s part of the 
P e a k  M i l k 
brand to drive 
penetration 

into more homes with 
affordable nutrition, a 
N40 Peak Milk pack has 
just been introduced.  

The product is  en-
riched with Vitamin A 
which supports clear 
eye sight, Vitamin D3 
known to enhance de-
velopment of bones 
and teeth, and Vita-
min E which reduces 
wrinkles and keeps 
the skin youthful and 
healthy.

 With the N40 Peak 
Milk, more nourishment 
is now accessible and 
affordable to Nigerians. 
And as they continue 
enjoying Nigeria’s fa-
vourite milk,  they begin 
to live a more healthier, 
nourished life; and they 

have extra funds to di-
vert to other needs. Isn’t 
Peak caring?

The N40 Peak Milk 
sachet is available in 
shopping outlets across 
the country. Peak as a 
caring brand listens, un-
derstands consumers’ 
fiscal tussles and hence 
willing to give more at 
lesser price. The new 
Peak Milk in powder 
form contains 28 Vi-
tamins and Minerals 
for stronger bodies and 
sharper minds.

Peak Milk is not only 
premium, it is very ac-
cessible. From the pre-
mium evaporated Peak 
milk to the refill packs of 
different sizes, Peak has 
consistently nourished 
consumers of diverse 
background, making 
sure everybody is not 
nutritionally deprived! 

SSeDc trains 9,442 
participants in three years    

T
he South-South 
Entrepreneur-
ship Develop-
ment Centre (SS-

EDC) has trained 9,442 
participants, helped to 
establish and expand 
over 3,560 enterprises 
that created 9,816 direct 
and indirect jobs.

Also, SS-EDC has 
assisted about 3,035 
participants to access 
finance totaling N1, 
697,294,194.50 from var-
ious sources of funds for 
their enterprises ranging 
from N50, 000 to just 
under N10 million. The 
SS-EDC has also coun-
selled over 17,082 per-
sons to become aware 
or address challenges in 
different areas of busi-
ness transactions or reg-
ulatory issues relating 
to various industries of 
their interests. The SS-
EDC has a network of 
over 752 SME partners 
that provide internship 
placement for partici-
pants.

Emeka Nnamani, cen-
tre manager, disclosed 
this in an interview with 
BusinessDay in Cala-
bar.                              He said 
the SS-EDC through its 
programme has had sig-
nificant impact on the 
socio-economic condi-
tions of the host states 
and local communities 
within its immediate 
environment. A com-
prehensive evaluation 
of about 1000 certified 
participants conducted 

recently revealed that 
for every enterprise es-
tablished or expanded as 
a result of the participa-
tion in the programme, 
three additional jobs 
were created, thereby 
contributing to reducing 
the unemployment sta-
tistics within the zone.

In addition, it was 
discovered that manu-
facturing and agribusi-
ness, which are the real 
sectors of the economy, 
contributed over 50 per-
cent of the newly cre-
ated jobs, despite the fact 
that these industries ac-
counted for only about 
35 percent of the en-
terprises established or 
expanded. This statistics 
collaborates the fact that 
more jobs can be created 
in the real sectors of the 
economy if significant 
support is provided to 
entrepreneurs to suc-
ceed and be competitive. 
Other industries that 
had significant increases 
in job creation include 
lifestyle, hospitality and 
educational services, 
which contributed 100, 
120 and 200 percent in-
crease, respectively.

He further stated 
that whilst the entre-
preneurs provided jobs 
through their enterpris-
es, they also experienced 
changes in their person-
al status as significant 
proportion, an increase 
of 55 percent, became 
breadwinners for their 
families and those pre-
viously supportive or 
dependents to the fam-
ily now declined by 78 
percent. 

T
h e  N i g e r i a n 
branch of Kapa 
Delta Pi (KDP), 
a 100-year old 

international honour 
society in education 
based in the United 
States of America, has 
donated and equipped 
Nkunu Community 
Primary School, Eziora 
Ozubulu in Ekwusigo 
LGA of Anambra State, 
with educational and 
infrastructural materials 

worth millions on naira.
While making the 

presentation, Grace Uche 
Emetorom, president 
KDP, Nigerian chapter, 
disclosed that the or-
ganisation had in the 
past equipped schools 
in four Nigerian states 
of Oyo, Imo, Enugu, Abia 
and now Anambra and 
was still poised to reach 
out to other states in the 
country.

S h e  h i n t e d  t h at 
t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o -
grammes, services and 
strategic partnerships, 

KDP supported pro-
fessional growth and 
teaching practices of 
educators throughout 
all phases and levels of 
their careers.

The organisation, 
she further said, had a 
mission to sustain and 
honour community of 
diverse educators by 
promoting excellence 
and advancing schol-
arship, leadership and 
service, hence the vi-
sion of helping com-
mitted educators to be 
leaders in improving 
education for global 
citizenship.

The KDP Nigeria pres-
ident explained that the 
essence being in that 
school was because, 
their headquarters in 
Indianapolis, in USA was 
aware of the condition 
of educational facilities 
in the country and had 
raised some finance for 
the Nigerian chapter 
under “9 for Nigeria”, to 
assist by giving teachers 
and students/pupils the 
tools they need to suc-

ceed in the classroom”.
In her speech during 

the occasion, Beatrice 
Okonkwo, permanent 
secretary, Anambra 
State Ministry of Educa-
tion, described the event 
as one from God, put-
ting into consideration 
the spirit with which 
KDP had come to assist 
the state government in 
school management.

 Okonkwo, who was 
represented by Esther 
Igwilo, an education of-
ficer in her ministry, 
expressed the gratitude 
of the government of the 
state over the donations.

Also speaking, Eucha-
ria Orazulike, Education 
Secretary of Ekwusigo 
LGA, described the oc-
casion as an act of God 
and commended the 
president and manage-
ment of KDP over their 
gesture in ensuring that 
the pupils of Nkunu 
Community Primary 
School, Eziora Ozubulu 
and other schools in the 
country acquire their 
education comfortably.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

MIKe ABANG, calabar      
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NewsFeature 

T
he Niger Delta region of 
Nigeria is rich in oil and gas 
reserves. It is the region that 
produces more than 80 per-
cent of the country’s for-

eign exchange earnings through the 
production and exportation crude oil. 
Being the region richly endowed with 
resources, it follows that it provides the 
bulk of finances used by the Federal 
Government. Sadly however, the region 
over the years has been plagued by 
underdevelopment, pollution from oil 
exploration activities, neglect and cases 
of injustice as well as unemployment.

For instance, though it is the region 
that produces the ‘wealth’ of the na-
tion, very few of its sons and daughters 
occupy commanding positions in the 
nation’s oil industry while a significant 
percentage of its huge gas reserves is 
flared daily. It is an irony that a region 
that produces gas does not have regular 
supply of electricity.

To address this challenge facing 
the region, several strategies had 
been adopted in the past while some 
prominent sons of the region have 
paid the supreme sacrifice for the in-
justice to be addressed. This inability 
for the issues to be addressed led to 
increased militant activities which in 
recent times resulted in the attack of 
oil installations. With several interest 
groups seeking to provide a platform 
for resolving the crisis, the emergence 
of a unified platform, the Pan Niger 
Delta Forum (PANDEF) has been a 
welcome development.

After a “rigorous assessment of the 
problems bordering on the recent re-
surgence of militant activities” the group 
came up with “dialogue issues” needed 
to restore hope and confidence in the 

Niger Delta anxiously awaits FG’s 
action on PANDEF 16-point demand

region that would guarantee peace and 
development.

According to the 16-point demand 
presented to President Muhammadu 
Buhari by the group in November 1, 
2016, it identified lack of key regional 
critical infrastructure, absence of power 
supply, issues of economic develop-
ment and empowerment, fiscal fed-
eralism, restructuring and funding of 
Niger Delta Development Commission 
(NDDC) and the strengthening of the 
ministry of Niger Delta Affairs as key 
dialogue areas.

Others include the presidential 
amnesty programme, law and justice 
issues, plight of Internally Displaced 
Persons, the Ogoni Clean up and Envi-
ronmental remediation, the maritime 
university issue, security surveillance 
and protection of oil and gas infrastruc-
ture , the Bakassi question as well as 
inclusive participation in oil industry 
and ownership of oil blocks.

According to Edwin Clark, leader 
and convener of the group, though 

much has been achieved since the 
meeting with President Buhari, it has 
however, recorded modest achieve-
ments which according to him include 
the interaction with the people and 
the leaders of the communities “to 
hear them, seek an understanding 
about their problems and concerns 
and present a new roadmap to develop 
the oil producing communities.”

This has been translated into ac-
tion with the recent tour of the region 
by Vice President Yemi Osinbajo in 
which many landmark decisions and 
pronouncements were reached.

According to Clark, some of the com-
mitments made during the tour include 
that oil companies should relocate to 
their operational base, the decision to 
set up modular refineries in the area 
to legitimately engage the illegal refin-
ers, kicking the process of establishing 
the National Maritime University at 
Okerenkoko and the overhaul of the 
presidential amnesty programme.

Others include construction of ac-

cess road passing through the Escravos 
to the National Maritime University 
community and the decision to make 
oil producing communities the hub 
of the  petrochemical industry and 
the power sector noting that the over 
militarisation of the region and its at-
tendant increasing tension has reduced 
significantly.

Clark maintains that “the demand 
for the oil companies to move their 
headquarters to their operational base 
should be considered very seriously 
“noting that it would be a wake-up call 
for the companies to begin to take care 
of their social responsibilities to their 
host communities.

“I am advocating that Mobil should 
relocate to Eket in Akwa Ibom State, 
Chevron should relocate its headquar-
ters to Warri in Delta State while Agip 
should relocate to Bayelsa and the hap-
hazard relocation of the headquarters of 
Shell to Port Harcourt should be taken 
more seriously and completed speedily,” 
he said.

The formation of the group appeared 
to have led to the achievements made 
within the short period.

However, the issue of lopsided ap-
pointment is another contentious 
matter with only two indigenes of the 
area, Ibe Kachickwu and Thomas John 
appointed by the Federal Government 
into the board of the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Company.

According to him, six of the other 
members of the board are from the 
North which is a non-oil producing area, 
one member is from the South West and 
one from the entire South East which is 
also an oil producing zone.

Indeed, the emergence of the region-
al group has provided a platform for the 
numerous problems of the region to be 
addressed through dialogue which has 
seen the reduction in militant attacks on 
oil infrastructure recent times.

SUNDAYBD 10 Sunday 09 April 2017C002D5556

L-R: Governor Udom Emmanuel, Edwin Clark, King Afred Diete-Spiff and Obong Victor Attah at the meeting of 
PAN-Niger Delta Forum held in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State. 

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

Akwa Ibom governor urges N/Delta leaders to evolve business plan for economic growth of region

G
overnor Udom Emmanu-
el of Akwa Ibom State has 
commended the Pan Niger 
Delta Forum (PANDEF) for 

spearheading a national discourse on 
issues of neglect, underdevelopment, 
restiveness and environmental despo-
liation which have been the lot of the 
Niger Delta region to enable the pres-
ent administration proffer solutions. 

Governor Emmanuel gave the 
commendation at the General As-
sembly of Pan Niger Delta Forum 
(PANDEF) held in Uyo. 

He said that the forum which 
comprises statesmen and resourceful 
women, represent the voice of the 
Niger Delta people in the articulation 
of issues and concerns of the region to 
ensure the realisation and implemen-
tation of the16-point agenda which 
the forum had earlier agreed with the 
Federal Government. 

His words: “This august and emi-
nent group of leaders has gathered 
to bring the issues and concerns of 
the region to the Nigerian State with 
a view to ensuring that the16 Point 
Agenda that was earlier agreed upon 
will be met and implemented by the 
Nigerian Government.”

The governor pointed out that Niger 
Delta which is the economic life wire 
of the nation has not received the cor-
responding prosperity it has brought 
to the Nigerian State,  adding that ne-
glect, despoliation of the environment, 
disruption of aquatic life and high - 
handed military operations have been 
the reward for the blessing nature has 
generously given to the region. 

Governor Emmanuel noted that the 
tour of Niger Delta Region undertaken 

by Vice President, Professor Yemi 
Osinbajo and the Ogoni cleanup was 
aimed at addressing the problem of 
the region and enlisted the support of 
all to enable the Federal Government 
achieve its goal.  

“...the tour of the region undertaken 
by the then Acting President, Vice 
President, Professor Yemi Osinbajo to 
our region deserves our commenda-
tion. I know and believe that President 
Mohammadu Buhari genuinely wants 
to address the problems of the area 
once and for all, and he deserves our 
support,” the governor stated. 

He emphasised the need for states 
in the Niger Delta region to collaborate 
in the establishment of Petro Chemical 
Industries and embark on ventures 
that could generate income to sustain 
the region. 

Earlier, the Coordinator, Local or-
ganising Committee, Uyo Chapter of 
the Pan Niger Delta Forum, Otuekong 
Idongesit Nkanga, identified dialogue 
as key to sustainable peace, develop-
ment and security in the Niger Delta 
region. 

He advised youths to refrain from 
using violence to register their griev-
ance and applauded Governor Em-

manuel for assisting the Forum to 
achieve its goals.

In a welcome address, Chief Edwin 
Clark, leader and convener of the 
forum, stated that the gathering was 
necessitated by the need to appraise 
activities of PANDEF and deliberate on 
issues affecting the Niger Delta region 
and the country at large. 

He emphasised that the issue of 
restructuring was the panacea to the 
problems of the country and com-
mended Professor Osinbajo for visiting 
the Niger Delta states to get a first hand 
information on the deplorable state of 
the area. 

Chief Clark used the occasion to 
commend President Buhari for tak-
ing steps to address issues which are 
detrimental to the region, saying that 
the gesture would foster peace, devel-
opment and unity in the country. 

The General Assembly, which had 
in attendance former Governor, Obong 
Victor Attah, HRM king Alfred Diete-
Spiff, Senator Stella Omu and other 
statesmen in the Niger Delta region, 
featured discussions on the state of the 
region and implementation of report 
of the Central Working Committee of 
the forum. Governor Udom Emmanuel speaking at the event
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S inc e Ab dulaziz Yari,  Zamfara 
S t at e  g o ve r n o r,  d ro p p e d  t h e 
bomb last week on the possible 

caus e of the renewe d outbreak of 
Type C meningitis, presuming that 
disobedience to God may have been 
resp onsible,  many Nigerians have 
branded him an accidental preacher.

Yari  was quote d as saying that 
fornication was the main reas on 
God was punishing Nigeria with the 
deadly type of meningitis that was 
alien to the country, which has no 
known vaccine.

He added that God decided to send 
Type C of the disease which has no 
vaccine as punishment for Nigeri-
ans’ nefarious activities.

The governor specifically named 
fornication as one of the sins which 
may have made Go d to inflict the 
country with the disease.

“Because people refused to stop 
their nefarious activities, God now 
decided to send Type C virus, which 

were bitter wailing and loud lamenta-
tion by the community people over their 
farm lands that were overrun by prancing 
cattle led by some merciless herdsmen. 
The invaders, according to the indigenes, 
effectively took charge and threatened 
them with AK47. 

A particular woman was heart-broken 
as she recounted the huge loss she in-
curred. She said the crops in her farm were 
totally eaten up by the animals, lamenting 
that she secured a loan to cultivate the land. 

The state police commissioner and also 
a commissioner in the Governor Ifeanyi 
Okowa’s cabinet corroborated the anguish 
of the people. They expressed shock at the 

For several months, there have 
been calls for injection of new 
blood in the President Muham-

madu Buhari’s cabinet. 
A good number of Nigerians have 

express e d disapp ointment at  the 
below-par performance of many of 
the ministers who have shown obvious 
traces of incompetence. 

Rumours had been rife that about 
10 ministers had been marked for sack, 
but with the recent announcement of 
the two ministerial nominees by the 
President, it appears Abuja is com-
fortable with the performance of the 
ministers and Aso Rock is not thinking 
about dropping any of them. 

There are too many questions to ask: 
Is it the way the country will just be 
moving, groping in the dark without 
appreciable and noticeable improve-

The gospel according to Gov Yari

The weeping INEC
Buhari’s ministers

Ngilari’s uncommon ‘luck’!

Abraka and herdsmen’s onslaught

A court in Adamawa State recently 
engaged in a legal somersault. Af-
ter it had committed James Bala 

Ngilari, a former governor of the state, to 
prison for fraud, turned full scale to grant 
him bail even when the man had begun 
his prison term at the Yola main prison.

Ngilari was sentenced to five-year jail 
term by Justice Nathan Musa without 
option of fine for violating the Public 
Procurement Act in the award of contract 
for the procurement of 25 vehicles at the 
sum of N168.7million to unknown female 
contractor.

Ngilari went back to the same court 
that jailed him after he had even appealed 
his sentence and asked for bail pending the 
determination of his appeal. He was said 
to have presented a fake/forged medical 
report which indicated that he had been 
under intensive medical management and 
needed urgent medical attention.

One of the reasons being adduced 
why Nigeria has continued to 
grope in the darkness of malad-

ministration is the faulty process that 
throws up so-called leaders in the coun-
try. 

Unlike in some climes where there are 
processes through which leaders emerge, 
in Nigeria it is a matter of “come as you 
are.” At any time the whistle for election 
is blown, all manner of characters invade 
the space. 

Most times, because the cultured and 
well-bred in the country scare stiff of 
soiling their reputation and hard earned 
integrity, others who have no regard for 
good name hijack the process. They are 
those who can sponsor thugs to attack 
their opponents or even kill; they spon-
sor all manner of rigging and damn the 
consequences. 

This is why certificate forgers, ex-
convicts and many other elements are 
those that contest and win elections in 
Nigeria. Mahmud Yakubu, chairman, 
Independent National Electoral Commis-

The drama is already generating con-
troversy in Adamawa. The Nigeria Prison 
Service (NPS) has stoutly condemned the 
somersault. At first, Peter Tenkwa, con-
troller of Prison in the state command, 
said “I have never heard about this kind 
of judgment in my life that a court will jail 
somebody and the same court will turn 
around and grant a controversial bail to 
the convict. Legally, only the Appeal Court 
has powers to take such an action. Since 
Ngilari has appealed his case, the lower 
court has lost powers to preside over such 
a case…”

But Tenkwa was to be sent on suspen-
sion last week over his alleged complicity 
“in the issuance of unauthorised medical 
report to Ngilari” by the Civil Defence, 
Fire Immigration and Prisons Services 
Board.

It is curious how a former governor 
could be sent to jail in a country where 
they are untouchable. What may be the 
truth is that Ngilari’s ordeals may have 
been orchestrated by some powerful 
elements who must have committed 
themselves to seeing him bite the dust. 
They just wanted to see him convicted 
and remains convicted until 2019 is over. 

At least, with the badge of “convicted” 
hanging on his neck, he would not be 
seen anywhere around party office in 
Adamawa trying to buy form to contest 
anything. He may have been ambushed 
ahead of time.

sion (INEC), the other day was appealing 
to the conscience of leaders of political 
parties to field credible candidates at the 
primaries and not vile and worthless 
fellows who would constitute a serious 
problem to entire country in the long run.

“In some cases, some of the candidates 
shouldn’t have been nominated. Some 
parties recommend ex-convicts for elec-
tion, certificate forgery, only for the court 
to nullify that election and for INEC to 
conduct fresh election. The parties should 
do basic due diligence,” Yakubu said.

h a s  n o  va c c i n at i o n .  Pe o p l e  h ave 
turned away from God and he has 
promis e d that ‘ if  you do anyhow, 
you s e e anyhow.’  That is  just  the 
cause of this outbreak, as far as I am 
concerned. There is no way fornica-
tion will be so rampant and God will 
not s end a dis eas e that cannot b e 
cured,” he said.

The governor expressed the belief 
that the epidemic will end once Ni-
gerians decide to repent from their 
sinful way of life.

“The most important thing is for 
our people to know that their rela-
tionship with God is not smooth. All 
they need to do is repent and every-
thing will be alright,” he explained.

M a ny  N i g e r i a n s  m ay  s n e e r  at 
what Governor Yari has said, but to 
see a Nigerian politician preaching 
and calling people to repentance is 
not a happ enstanc e. We must not 
forget that the Almighty can use any 
medium to pass his message across. 
In the days of Balaam, he used an 
ass on which the man was riding to 
pass an urgent information to him.

There may b e s ome p e ople out 
there saying that Yari  lacke d the 
spiritual endowments and compe-
tences to convey God’s message, yet, 
without going to the Mosque or the 
Church, they have heard a serious 
message from the mouth of a Nige-
rian politician. God, indeed, works 
in mysterious ways!

level of destruction.
Although the activities of herdsmen 

across the country have become more 
worrisome, more worrisome is the level 
of quietness from Abuja. 

The Federal Government has been ac-
cused of treating the herdsmen’s dastardly 
acts with kid gloves. What has continued 
to amaze critics is the seemingly double-
standard with which the Federal Govern-
ment is handling a matter that is a threat 
to the peace and unity of the country. 

Until this moment, the herdsmen op-
erate like lords and they see themselves 
as untouchable. That the security agen-
cies in the country allow the herdsmen 
to carry arms about is as ludicrous as it 

ment in any sector? 
Is the President really comfortable 

with members of his cabinet? Does he 
not feel the pain and agony of Nigeri-
ans over the poor state of affairs in the 
country? Or could it be true that he is 
the cause of the non-performance of 
the ministers?

is inexplicable. We have seen situations 
in this country where people have been 
clamped into jail because they were in 
possession of items considered illegal, but 
not the herdsmen. 

Now that government says many of the 
herdsmen are not Nigerians, is it proper 
for aliens to be allowed to invade the 
country, carrying arms into the remotest 
villages? 

It is high time the President Buhari 
administration rose from the ashes of 
slumber and save the citizens the untold 
and unwarranted heartache. Perhaps, 
Nigerians should heed the advice by Yo-
ruba elders to the people of South West 
to defend themselves against herdsmen.

Recently, the news was everywhere. 
The people of Abraka in Delta State 
had a taste of the bitter pill being 

dished out by Fulani herdsmen. There 
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The last is yet to be heard on the 
fallout of the toxic bill titled: 
“a bill for an Act to alter the 

Constitution of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, 1999 to delete the proviso 
to section 11(4) of the Constitution 
to enable the national Assembly 
to remove a Governor or Deputy 
Governor of a State in appropriate 
circumstances and for other related 
matters,” simply showcased the pop-
ularity or otherwise of those who 
sought to upturn the tenets of demo-
cratic process. But without mincing 
words, I admit that the unsuspecting 
lawmakers who stood against the 
further consideration and passage 
of what I consider ‘killer bill’ will 
have their names in the annals of 
defenders of Nigerian democracy by 
ensuring that the bill died on arrival.

Those lawmakers including: 
Femi Gbajabiamila (APC-Lagos); Os-
sai Nicholas Ossai (PDP-Delta); Ayo 
Omidiran (APC-Osun); Mohammed 
Monguno (APC-Borno); Nkiruka 
Onyejeocha (PDP-Abia), Peter Ak-
patason (APC-Edo), Adams Jagaba 
(APC-Kaduna), Yakub Abiodun 
(APC-Lagos), who spoke against 
the bill across party lines shunned 
partisan politics and never minced 
words to urge those who had issues 

with their state governors not to 
use the instrumentality of the law 
to achieve their selfish ambition(s) 
of impeaching the state governors.

Even ‘My Princess’, referring to 
Honourable Omidiran who queried 
the intent of the sponsor of the bill 
seeking to make ‘National Assembly 
omnipotent’ in its dealings! “This bill 
wants National Assembly to be-
come omnipotent because we have 
the power to remove the President 
and this bill wants to give us powers 
to remove governors.” Rather than 
playing to the gallery knowing full 
well the level of rebuff it will receive 
when the bill eventually goes to 
the State Houses of Assembly, she 
simply urged her colleagues not to 
“waste time on the bill. If you have 
problem with your governor, go 
and settle it.”

Her submission further received 
overwhelming support of her fe-
male counterpart, Honourable On-
yejeocha, chairperson, House Com-
mittee on Aviation who urged the 
House to tread with caution, since 
the Constitution has given us power 
since 1999, have we ever legislated 
on the budget of the State Assem-
blies?... If you want to cure eye prob-
lem, you don’t add pepper...What 
we need to do is to strengthen our 

powers over State Assemblies,” the 
Abia female lawmaker submitted.

To be counted among defenders 
of democracy, some of the male 
lawmakers went offensive by warn-
ing against turning Nigeria to a 
‘Unitary’ state.

For the Ethics and Privileges 
Committee chairman, Honourable 
Ossai who vehemently opposed 
the bill, caution was raised that the 
passage of this bill will lead to the 
“collapse of federalism.” According 
to him, the Constitution has pro-
vided cure for the issue, stressing 
that if there’s any problem at the 
state level, the Federal Legislature 
can exercise its statutory powers 
as provided in section 305 of the 
1999 Constitution (as amended) but 
emphasised strongly that such vola-
tile legislation can’t work in federal 
system of government!

Possibly overwhelmed by the 
import of his role as the Chairman, 
House Committee on Interior, Hon-
ourable Jagaba who superintends 
over various paramilitary agencies 
under Federal Ministry of Interior, 
joined his voice by warning that 
“the bill will send a dangerous signal 
to the public!” He echoed strongly 
that a lot of members are going to 
have problems if the House passes 

such bill!
Tolling the path of the progres-

sives, Honourable Monguno noted 
that the House will be biting more 
than it can chew as there’s no room 
in the Constitution empowering 
the National Assembly to remove a 
governor! He simply described the 
debate as an academic exercise!

The Minority Leader, whom I 
describe as ‘Encyclopaedia’ of the 
Legislative arm of government was 
never left out of the show, as he 
observed that section 305 already 
provided for declaration of state of 
emergency where the Federal Leg-
islature derives the extent of powers 
at the state level, adding that what 
this bill is seeking has nothing to do 
with state of emergency!

Effort by one of the lawmakers 
who rose in defence of the ‘un-
popular bill’ during the debate had 
canvassed for the restructuring of 
the bill, noting that Section 11(4) 
was clear adding that the sponsor 
of the bill should be allowed to 
represent the bill for the House to 
reconsider it. But to the deafening 
ears of the overwhelming number 
of lawmakers, the bill was eventu-
ally thrown to the trash-can, never 
to be resuscitated!

For those airing for the 2017 

Budget, you have to wait till the 
National Assembly returns from the 
Easter recess as they’ve resolved to 
shut down plenary on Tuesday, 12th 
April, 2017. As at Thursday, some 
Standing Committees are still de-
fending their budgets though details 
of these defaulting committees was 
not provided as the Appropriation 
Committee chairman was not on-
sight all through the period possibly 
to enable him meet the deadline 
and meet the challenges of his new 
office. But assurance was given by 
Chairman, House Committee on 
Media and Public Affairs, Honour-
able Abdulrasak Namdas, that the 
budget will be passed before the end 
of April 2017.

Intrigues behind toxic bill on removal of state governors

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

T
hat the National As-
s embly has  assume d 
the status of  protest 
headquarters in Nige-

ria is no longer in doubt.
A we ek hardly pass es by 

without an aggrieved group not 
besieging the nation’s highest 
lawmaking body to ventilate 
their anger on issues affecting 
them.

Although the thre e arms 
o f  g o ve r n m e n t :  E xe c ut i ve , 
Legislature and Judiciary are 
l o c at e d  i n  t h e  T h re e  A r m s 
Zone in Abuja, hardly do pro-
testers take their grievances 
to the Presidential Villa and 
t h e  S u p re m e  C o u r t .  T h i s  i s 
because while protesters have 
only the President as the only 
elected official they can chan-
nel their complaints to, there 
are no elected persons in the 
Judiciary.

Unlike the two arms of gov-
ernment, the federal legisla-
ture which comprises of Senate 
and House of Representatives 
has 469 elected representatives 
who can address protesters.

Besides erecting canopies to 
prevent themselves from the 
harsh weather,  s ome of  the 

p ro t e s t e r s  s o m e t i m e s  c o m e 
with musical e quipment ac-
companied with loud speakers 
which they mount along the 
road, singing and dancing. In 
some cases, food and drinks are 
served the protesters by their 
sponsors.

In what is fast becoming a 
means of survival as citizens 
devic e ways of c oping with 
the pangs of economic reces-
sion, protests at the National 
Assembly have become money-
making venture for some indi-
viduals who smile to the bank. 
The modus operandi is to en-
gage a consultant who in turn 
employs the s ervic es of the 
leader of unemployed citizens 
in the nation’s  capital ,  c on-
verge on Eagles Square, receive 
branded T-Shirts, placards and 
get debriefed, before heading to 
the National Assembly, deliver 
results and get paid between 
N1,000 and 2,000 each.

Last  we ek,  pro  and anti-
Ndume supp orters  storme d 
the National  Ass embly and 
grounded activities at the main 
entrance over the suspension 
of  Al i  Ndume,  the  imme di -
ate past Senate Leader. While 
t h e  p ro - N d u m e  s u p p o r t e r s 
asked the Senate to recall the 
embattled lawmaker from his 
s ix  months susp ension,  the 
anti-Ndume protesters asked 
the Muhammadu Buhari-led 
executive to allow the Senate 
perform its duties.

I’m not implying that Saraki 
and Ndume hired protesters to 
make political statements but 
the fact that I saw a truck deliv-
ering meals and packs of sachet 
water to protesters outside the 

premises of the National As-
sembly, calls to question who 
is footing the expenses. Some of 
them claimed they were from 
Internally Displaced Persons 
( IDPs)  camps in Abuja;  how 
were they mobil is e d to  the 
National Assembly considering 
the fact that they live at the 
mercy of donations from well-
meaning individuals and non-
governmental organisations?

Indications that the Senate 
leadership may not rescind its 
decision on the matter came to 
the fore when the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
leadership paid a courtesy call 
o n  A P C  S e n at e  C a u c u s  l a s t 
week; the first of its kind since 
the emergence of the Saraki-led 
Senate on June 9, 2015.

Speaking after the party’s 
peace meeting with APC sena-
tors, Saraki parried a question 
on the six months suspension 
of Ndume, describing it as a 
‘distraction’.

Ndume’s case went from bad 
to worse when his supporters 
demanded the removal of Sen-
ate President,  Bukola Saraki 
and gave the National Assem-
bly thre e-day ultimatum to 
recall the embattled lawmaker.

This development infuriated 
the upper legislative chamber, 
as it suspended its earlier plan 
to reinstate the legislator.

A s ourc e in the National 
Ass embly dis clos e d that the 
threats by persons who were 
in support of Ndume made the 
Senate shelve its plan to recall 
him, p ointing out that they 
could not be intimidated.

I n  a n oth e r  d e ve lop m e n t , 
hopes of unbundling the Nige-

rian National Petroleum Corpo-
ration (NNPC) received a major 
boost as the Senate received 
the report on the Petroleum In-
dustry Governance Bill (PIGB).

The report which was pre-
sented by the Joint Commit-
tees on Petroleum Upstream, 
Petroleum Downstream and 
Gas, came three months behind 
the January deadline given 
by Saraki. It was presented by 
Tayo Alas oadura,  chairman 
of the joint committees. The 
report will be considered on 
April 24.

T h e  P e t ro l e u m  I n d u s t r y 
Governance Bill (PIGB) previ-
o u s l y  k n o w n  a s  Pe t ro l e u m 
Industry Bill (PIB) is one of the 
11 economic reform bills before 
the National Assembly, meant 
to get Nigeria out of economic 
recession.

The bill is the longest in the 
N at i o n a l  A s s e mb l y,  h av i n g 
been first introduced to the 
Sixth Assembly in 2009 by the 
administration of late Presi-
dent Umaru Yar’Adua.

Although the B il l  pass e d 
Third Reading in the 7th House 
of Representatives, the Senate 
then did not concur as it could 
not get to the Third Reading 
stage.

Objectives of the bill are to: 
create efficient and effective 
governing institutions with 
clear and separate roles for the 
petroleum industry; establish 
a framework for the creation 
of commercially oriented and 
profit driven petroleum enti-
ties that ensures value addition 
and internationalisation of the 
petroleum industry; promote 
transparency and accountabil-

ity in the administration of the 
petroleum resources of Nigeria 
and foster a conducive business 
env ironment for  p etroleum 
industry operations.

It focuses mainly on privati-
sation of the petroleum indus-
try as it splits the NNPC into 
thre e different entities,  viz: 
The Nigeria Petroleum Regula-
tory Commission (NPRC), Na-
tional Petroleum Assets Man-
agement Company (NPAMC) 
and Nigeria Petroleum Com-
pany (NPC).

While the NPRC will serve 
as a regulatory entity for the 
e n t i re  p e t r o l e u m  i n d u s t r y 
( u p s t r e a m ,  m i d s t r e a m  a n d 
d o w n s t r e a m ) ,  t h e  N PA M C 
will serve as the counter-part 
and administrator of produc-
tion sharing agreements and 
such other risk-based agree-
ments as the government may 
de cide to c onclude.  The bill 
als o envisages NPC to s erve 
as an integrate d oil  and gas 
company operating as a fully 
commercial entity across the 
value chain.

NPC’s activities will include 
joint venture operations, op-
eration of the Nigeria Petro-
leum Development Company 
(NPDC),  frontier exploration 
and other upstream/s ervic e 
activities, refineries and pet-
rochemicals, downstream ac-
tivities and sale and disposal of 
crude oil and products.

The upper chamber is ex-
p e cte d to embark on Easter 
break this week, even as the 
two weeks suspension of con-
firmation of 27 Resident Elec-
toral Commissioners expires 
this week.

Of Ndume, Saraki protests



Itse Sagay, now a stormy petrel?

I
n August 2015 President 
Muhammadu Buhari ap-
pointed a Presidential 
Adv is ory Committe e 
Against Corruption, with 

the task to advise his admin-
istration on anti-graft war, 
as well as, implementation of 
reform in the criminal justice 
system.

Itse Sagay, a professor of 
law and civil rights activist, 
was chosen to head the com-
mittee; a responsibility Sagay 
took on with all enthusiasm. 
But he never thought the 
monster called ‘corruption’ in 
the country would turn back 
and attack him viciously. In 
fact, he seemed bewildered 
to the point where he had to 
ask, “Do we have a psychiatric 
problem? How can a person 
loot what he cannot spend in 
ten lifetimes?”

The ever loquacious lawyer 
has never minced words when 
talking about the menace that 
has plunged the country into 
unquantifiable darkness. At 
such events where he gave 
speeches, he had said, “In the 
case of Nigeria, corruption has 
attained such proportions that 
it can now be said to threaten 
the very existence and sur-
vival of the nation. Humon-
gous sums of ill-gotten wealth 
have found their way to safe 
havens and vaults located in 
various countries of the world 
such that there is a lot of merit 
in the view that corruption 
should be considered a crime 
against humanity, with all the 
consequences. Accordingly, 
the hydra-headed phenom-
enon warrants collaboration 
among all states in order to 
bring it to heel.”

“Corruption is omnipresent 
in Nigeria. High and low office 
holders, public and private 
sector, the Executive, Legis-
lative and Judicial Sectors, 
Customs, Immigration, Police, 
the Civil Service, everywhere,” 
he had said.

And so, the fiery lawyer 
continued to talk against cor-
ruption both in word and 
deeds; but recent happenings 
have shown that many in the 
administration he has been 
defending are not on the same 
page with him and also that 
the appointment he received 
has made him throw caution 
to the wind in his utterance.

On his take on the delay in 
confirming the acting EFCC 
boss, he says, “This is one of the 
best appointees we have ever 
had in the fight against cor-
ruption. If you look at it, he is 
a Nuhu Ribadu’s incarnate. He 
is incorruptible, indomitable, 
and indefatigable. You can’t 
approach him. He work round 
the clock, his face is so hard 
you can’t try to dissuade him, 
and they know that. Many of 
the people who are opposing 
it have cases and they know 

ate. It is corruption fighting 
back. People afraid of Magu’s 
independence are behind his 
travails.” These and more were 
statements credited to Sagay.

So, it is no surprise that 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) cautioned the Professor, 
asking him to desist from mak-
ing utterances that may be 
misconstrued as an attack on 
the institution of the National 
Assembly.

M e a n w h i l e ,  P ro f e s s o r 
Sagay has written to the Sen-
ate President, Bukola Saraki, 
demanding a withdrawal of 
the Senate resolution sum-
moning him to appear before 
it. Should the Senate fail to 
do so, the professor said he 
would challenge the summons 
in court once they are served 
on him.

The Senate had recently 
asked Professor Sagay to ap-
pear before it for criticising its 
call on President Mohammadu 
Buhari to sack Ibrahim Magu, 
acting Chairman of the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC).

In the letter he personally 
signed, dated 3 April, Sagay said 
his criticism of the Senate was 
founded on Section 171(1) of 
the Constitution, which gives 
power to the President to ap-
point any person to hold or act 
in the office of the head of any 
extra-ministerial department of 
the Federal Government.

He explained that though 
he is yet to be served with 
any summons from the Sen-
ate, he is willing to join issues 

Itse Sagay
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he is going to come after them.
“Nobody is going to sur-

render to people who want 
corruption to be the culture 
of this country. We will frus-
trate them. All these cases 
which are being delayed for 
example if you go to the Code 
of Conduct Tribunal where 
witness was cross examined 
for one months by senior 
advocates who know the law, 
who ought to have sense of 
ethics and justice, they hope 
that by doing that they will 
drag out the case; that is cor-
ruption fighting back. The fact 
that the president is ill and 
many of them are happy and 
already writing obituaries on 
his behalf; that is corruption 
fighting back, but we will de-
feat them, we will fight back 
harder and crush them.”

No wonder when Shehu 
Sani, representing Kaduna 
Central was credited to have 
said that the Buhari admin-
istration was treating cor-
ruption in government with 
“deodorant”, Sagay lashed out 
at him, accusing the senator 
of fighting his own political 
battles which influenced his 
views.

“I know the case of Magu 
thoroughly. And the allega-
tions (of corrupt practices 
against him) are spurious. 
There is no reality in them. 
The whole thing was distorted 
to give a wrong impression 
about Magu,” he posited.

“People afraid of the good 
work of Magu are against 
his confirmation by the Sen-

with the Senate over what he 
considers a potential violation 
of his constitutionally guaran-
teed freedom of expression.

The professor noted that 
the National Assembly is em-
powered by Section 88 (1) 
and (2) of the Constitution to 
conduct investigations into 
the affairs of the Federal Gov-
ernment, with a view to pro-
moting good governance and 
curbing corruption. He, how-
ever, argued that such powers 
are not limitless. He contended 
that the wide-ranging investi-
gative powers of the National 
Assembly are circumscribed 
as they are exercisable subject 
to other provisions of the Con-
stitution.

Sagay cited a number of 
cases to support his position 
and also referred to the case 
of the Senate vs. John Momoh 
(1983) at the Federal Court of 
Appeal, which held that the 
Section 82 of the 1979 Con-
stitution was not designed to 
enable the legislature to usurp 
the general investigative func-
tions of the executive nor the 
adjudicative functions of the 
judiciary.

According to reports, Mal-
lam Bolaji Abdullahi, National 
Publicity Secretary to the 
party described the statement 
credited to Sagay as regret-
table and uncalled for.

T h e  p a r t y  f ro w n e d  at 
Sagay’s call on the Senate 
to withdraw invitation ex-
tended to him, adding that “as 
someone appointed by our 
government, we find this kind 

of posturing unacceptable and 
potentially injurious to the 
peace efforts by the party.

 “We believe the comments 
attributed to Sagay are un-
called for, regrettable and 
could further complicate the 
relationship between these 
vital arms of government. Our 
expectation would be that as a 
Law Professor of repute, Sagay 
would appreciate the need to 
not denigrate the institutions 
of democracy, be it the execu-
tive, legislature or judiciary.

“Moreover, as an appointee 
of the president, we should ex-
pect the learned professor to 
key into his principal’s temper 
and help him to make friends 
that would make his job eas-
ier and not make enemies of 
people who, by virtue of the 
position they occupy under 
our law, are critical to the run-
ning of government and the 
nurturing of our democracy,” 
the report stated.

Of course, the Senate has 
every reason to summon a 
man who is hell bent on mak-
ing them accountable, and 
coming across as selfish and 
unfeeling to their constit-
uents, a man who said of 
them, “The National Assembly 
bought vehicles costing N30 
million each. This was cruel 
in these hard times.”

He has become their neme-
sis, a thorn in their flesh, caus-
ing them serious discomfort 
and untold soul-searching.

In a recent interview, he 
was asked how far his com-
mittee has gone in supporting 
the fight against corruption, 
he stated that they have done 
a tremendous job and inter-
acted with judges all over the 
country.

“We met not less than 70 
judges all together and inter-
acted with them on how to 
deal with corruption cases 
and apply the Administra-
tion of Criminal Justice Act 
in effectively dealing with 
corruption cases. We have 
also prepared a manual for 
prosecuting corruption cases 
which we have presented to the 
anti-corruption bodies to use 
in order to equip their capacity 
to prosecute cases. We have 
trained prosecutors, about 160 
of them, all over the country, 
on how to draft charges and 
how to prosecute cases. We 
have done it to all federal 
prosecutors and we are now 
going to states to train their 
prosecutors on how to draft 
charges for prosecuting cases. 
We have prepared protocols 
in key areas. We drafted a 
law for the establishment of 
special criminal court. The list 
is endless”.

But sad to say the reality on 
ground is indicative that both 
the president and Itse Sagay 
are waging a protracted war 
against corruption, and the 
question on the lips of many 
is, “will history be kind to 
Prof Itse Sagay? …Only time 
will tell.

MABEL DIMMA

PersonalityOfTheWeek



Is meter tampering or power theft 
discouraging DisCos from metering project?

W
hen Jude, 
a business 
consultant 
re l o c at e d 
from Ikeja 

to Surulere, a suburb of Lagos, 
his first concern was how his 
electricity consumption would 
be calculated seeing that the 
meter in the building was not 
functioning.

It is now 22 months since 
he moved into the property 
and Ikeja Electric, the elec-
tricity distribution company 
managing his location has not 
deployed a meter to the house 
he resides.

Jude has pleaded, cajoled, 
threatened and even offered 
to pay for the meter but hard 
as he tried, he could not secure 
a prepaid meter.

“They simply said meters 
are not available,” Jude told 
BDSUNDAY, with a voice 
heavy with resignation.

A commercial officer in his 
local undertaking of the disco 
waded into the matter, perhaps 
to minimise the overbear-
ing irritation of his presence, 
inquired about his electricity 
consumption pattern and as-
sisted in reducing the bill by 
30 percent.

Like Jude, millions of Ni-
gerians do not have access to 
meters and the official expla-
nations given range from high 
cost of prepaid meters due to 
high foreign exchange differ-
ence, inability to access foreign 
exchange to purchase meters 
and inadequate local meter 
manufacturing capacity.

A source in the sector said 
a key reason for DisCos’ un-
willingness to deplore meters 
is the fear of tempering by 
customers.

“The DisCos have observed 
that their collections signifi-
cantly go down in areas where 
they have recently deplored 
prepaid meters,”  says the 
source.

The source said that as a 
result of this, DisCos have 
become wary of installing low 
cost prepaid meters in many 
areas across Nigeria, especially 
upscale estates and industrial 
locations.

Usually, customers with-
out meters bear the brunt 

of higher bills because their 
consumption is estimated and 
electricity supply to any loca-
tion is metered at a point of 
interface.

“The unfortunate thing 
about energy theft is that some 
innocent electricity consumers 
are made to pay for all this en-
ergy loss,” Okechukwu Okeke, 
a technical executive with 
Ikeja Electric comments in a 
post on the issue on LinkdIn.

“Because we presently have 
meters in all interface points - 
generation, transmission and 

distribution - thus this stolen 
energy is paid by somebody. 
What most Discos do is to sim-
ple subtract the energy used 
by the metered customers and 
then distribute all other energy 
to customers on estimation or 
code.”

The implication is that those 
who have no meter pay more 
for the energy that is not me-
tered but is the fear of power 
theft discouraging the DisCos 
from metering their custom-
ers?

BDSUNDAY sought the 
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come to terms with the situa-
tion,” he said.

Ofolue added, “That asser-
tion cannot be true because 
even those who are metered 
are not paying, those who don’t 
have meters too are not paying. 
Nigerians see electricity as a 
social service and are reluctant 
to pay.”

Ahmed Shekarau, Abuja 
Disco spokesperson, disagrees 
too that income has fallen in 
areas where metering has im-
proved due to tampering.

“For us in AEDC, it is true 
that we have challenges of me-
ter bypass. However, we have 
always recorded our highest 
revenues in areas where we 
have more metered customers 
than those who do not have.”

Shekarau added, “Just yes-
terday (March 29), our Mai-
tama Area office, which is one 
of the 30 Area offices company-
wide, received the award of 
the best in revenue collection 
in February 2017. And the 
fundamental fact is that it has 
the highest number of metered 
customers.”

However, tampering of pre-
paid meters is serious challenge 
in the electricity sector and is 
responsible for significant loss 
of revenue.

Oladele Amoda, managing 
director and chief executive of 
Eko disco, at a press briefing to 

views of the various informa-
tion managers of the discos 
on whether their revenues 
go down when they ramp up 
meter installations.

Godwin Idemudia, head of 
corporate communication at 
Eko Disco, confirmed that the 
assertion was true.

“Tampering is on the in-
crease from some of our cus-
tomers. Energy has improved 
considerably but this has not 
translated positively in our 
accounting records,” he said.

Idemudia added, “Now that 
the prepaid meters are show-
ing accurate records of their 
consumptions, the tendency 
now is to bypass by some of 
them. Very sad.”

Ab dulaze ez Ab dullahi, 
head, corporate communi-
cation of Kaduna disco cor-
roborated this view, saying the 
practice is “very widespread,” 
in the franchise areas of Ka-
duna, Sokoto, Zamfara and 
Kebbi states.

However, Felix Ofulue, head 
of corporate communications 
at Ikeja Electric, says the asser-
tion is not true.

“The reason why deploy-
ment of meters have been 
slowed down is the economy, 
the prices of dollar increase 
has affected the purchasing 
power, the speed of rollout has 
dropped because we have to 

There are claims that revenues of DisCos significantly fall in areas where they install 
more prepaid meters, but the discos can’t seem to agree, writes ISAAC ANYAOGU.

The unfortunate 
thing about energy 
theft is that some 

innocent electricity 
consumers are made 

to pay for all this 
energy loss
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Governor Emmanuel (middle) during the sports festival

mark the 3rd anniversary of 
the company in their Marina 
office in Lagos in November, 
last year said: “Meter tamper-
ing has become a serious prob-
lem for us.”

“We are losing nothing less 
than 30 percent of our rev-
enue to thieves who bypass 
meters that is why we have 
now decided to take measures 
including creating awareness 
and naming and shaming the 
perpetrators of this practice.”

Amoda told journalists that 
he was astonished that a recent 
raid in highbrow Lekki area in 
Lagos yielded several houses 
where meters have been by-
passed by highly placed indi-
viduals.

BDSUNDAY gathers that to 
check the fraudulent practice 
in the system is difficult. DisCos 
outsource meter installation 
to contractors and there are 
suspicions that this tamper-
ing occurs during installation 
with connivance of fraudulent 
DisCo technicians.

Power theft has become so 
pervasive that enquiries sent 
to some DisCos show that they 
lose as much as N174billion 
yearly.

DisCos report that com-
mercial losses constitute the 
largest proportion of their loss 
profile with some as high as 40 
percent.

There are three major types 
of losses encountered in the 
utility business: technical, 
commercial and collection 
losses.

One way of measuring the 
losses is through the Aggregate 
Technical, Commercial and 
Collection Loss (ATC&C). This 
loss is the difference between 
the amount of electricity re-
ceived by a DisCo from the 
Transmission Company and 
the amount of electricity for 
which it invoices its customers 
plus the adjusted collections 
loss.

Technical losses arise from 
the physical equipment used in 
the transmission and distribu-
tion of electricity.

Industry watchers say that 
though this type of energy loss 
is not abnormal but it becomes 
problematic when values re-
corded are above prescribed 
thresholds. It is attributed to 
ageing or sub-standard equip-
ment.

Commercial losses arise 
from sub-optimal billing pro-
cess which fails to capture or 
account for all billable energy. 
This could be due to incorrect 
assessment of the energy con-
sumed, human errors, theft or 
internal collusion.

Collection losses occur when 
utilities fail to collect revenue 
in line with billed quantities. 

Accounting errors are included 
in this classification.

However, in Nigeria, com-
mercial losses are largely due to 
pilferage. Fraudulent individu-
als have devised nifty methods 
of tampering with electricity 
meters. Some insert needle 
pins into holes in the meter box 
slowing down the recording 
wheel, give a flash reading or 
even zero usage.

Small magnets have also 
been reportedly attached out-
side the meter casing which 
will stop the meter from regis-
tering or slow it down.

Meters are sometimes by-
passed and power is sourced 
illegally from underground 

NERC’s position remain that in view of the economic 
recession in Nigeria and poor remittance level by electricity 
distribution companies (DISCO’s) multiple restraining orders 
from the courts as a result of litigations by some DISCOS that 
constrains the Commission, and the Nigerian Bulk Electricity 

Trading Company from enforcing the Market Rules on 
Discos and other market operators amongst others, increase 

in tariff is not imminent at this time

cables and overhead wires.
In some areas, a wire will 

run from an electric pole into 
a building but surrounding 
houses tap the connection.

E l e c t r i c i t y  c o n s u m e r s 
would rather pay a higher 
price for private generation 
through diesel-powered gen-
erators where costs are some-
times 10 times higher than 
tariffs charged by the DisCos.

Recent funding interven-
tions including the N701billion 
guarantee to gas suppliers and 
moves to pay verified debts by 
government ministries and 
department may not solve the 
current liquidity gaps.

Liquidity gaps in the sector 

were created because opera-
tors could not recover costs as 
economic realities rendered 
obsolete the assumptions on 
which tariffs were based.

Since 2013, gas prices have 
increased to from $2.44/mmb-
tu to $3, inflation rates have 
spiked to 18 per cent from 8.8 
per cent and foreign exchange 
rate climbed to $1/450 from 
$1/198.

However, any attempt to 
raise tariff has resulted in pro-
tests and legal suits as consum-
ers are yet to accept the reality 
that electricity is not a social 
service and in a privatised sec-
tor, market forces determine 
prices.

“While an increase in elec-
tricity supply is everyone’s 
desired objective, such an in-
crease without the requisite 
full recovery of costs via the 
appropriate pricing of power, 
means a resultant worsening 
of the market revenue gap,” 
says Sunday Oduntan execu-
tive secretary of the Associa-
tion of Nigerian Electricity Dis-
tributors (ANED) who speaks 
for the 11 DisCos.

Meanwhile the DisCos have 
not brought promised invest-
ments to ramp up capacity 
metering is still low hence even 
Nigerian Electricity Regula-
tory Commission is unwilling 
to shift the grounds as regards 
tariffs.

“NERC’s position remain 
that in view of the economic 
recession in Nigeria and poor 
remittance level by electric-
ity distribution companies 
(DISCO’s) multiple restraining 
orders from the courts as a 
result of litigations by some 
DISCOS that constrains the 
Commission, and the Nige-
rian Bulk Electricity Trad-
ing Company from enforcing 
the Market Rules on Discos 
and other market operators 
amongst others, increase in 
tariff is not imminent at this 
time,” said a recent statement 
signed Usman Abba Arabi, the 
organisation’s head of Public 
Affairs Department.



Most Nigerian politicians are jobless - Omisore 

W
h a t  d o 
y o u 
t h i n k 
w i l l  b e 
the way 

out of the prolonged lead-
ership crisis rocking the 
People’s Democratic Party?

The party is in court at 
the moment. There are two 
factions: the Sheriff and 
Makarfi-led factions. But I 
belong to the Makarfi fac-
tion. I think the case will 
end at the Supreme Court, 
where the final decision 
will be made on the lead-
ership issue. There is no 
other solution, unless we 
go to the Supreme Court for 
pronouncement. 

What is your dream for 
Osun State,  as the 2018 
gubernatorial election ap-
proaches?

My dream for Osun State 
is the one we had in 1990, 
where poverty will reduce, 
where infrastructure will 
b e optimal  and cit izens 
will enjoy the dividends of 
democracy.

Any regrets of your go-
ing into politics in Nigeria?

It ’s  not a mistake;  it ’s 
a call to service. When I 
joined politics, I learnt to 
come down to everybody’s 
level. Some say that I am 
arrogant, but it is abstract. I 
see politics as a game to as-
sist people. Most politicians 
are jobless! Check out their 
backgrounds; they want to 
retain power by all means 
because they don’t want to 
come back and mingle with 
the masses. Those are the 
kinds of people who have 
flooded the Nigerian poli-
tics. But for me, whether I 
am in or out of politics, I am 
doing my job.

Are you contesting for 
the  2018  governorship 
election in Osun?

Yes, I am, but the elec-
tion is still far off. So, we 
are making our plans, in 
order to make every move 
become a reality.

Are you into politics to 
make more money?

I t ’ s  not  ab out money. 
When we started in the 
So cial D emo cratic Party 
(SDP), People Progressive 
Party (PPP), and Alliance 
for D emo cracy (AD),  we 
sp ent less.  Later,  p e ople 

mass with the Reverend 
Father at 6.00a.m. Then, I 
would move from church 
to s cho ol.  On Monday, I 
would attend altar rehears-
als;  on Tuesday, I  would 
attend choir rehearsal; on 
We dnes day,  I  would go 
for the Bible service… So, 
there was really no time 
for other things because I 
was always pre-occupied 
with church and s cho ol 
activities.  But trust me, it 
was very rewarding.

C atholicism is  a  very 
strong creed. There is no 
way you are rais e d in a 
C at h o l i c  f a m i l y  t h at  i t 
will not show in you. In 
those days, some parents 
would take their children 
who were stubborn to the 
Catholic Church in order to 
change their ways of life. 
But today, everything has 
changed. It’s just a normal 
creed, and that is why you 
w o u l d  f i n d  Mu s l i m s  i n 
Catholic schools in those 
days.  They would learn 
f a s t e r  b e c a u s e  m o s t  o f 
the teachers are Reverend 
Fathers who are not mar-
ried and the students are 
their children. They apply 
their own lifestyles to their 
students. It gives you some 
orientation and determina-
tion while growing up. 

Being an altar boy then, 
did you ever imagine your-
self becoming a Reverend 
Father?

Of c ours e,  yes.  It  was 
a c ommon thing among 
young Catholic kids then. I 
wanted to, but my mother 
resisted. I lived with Rev-
e re n d  F at h e r s  a n d  w a s 
involved in Holy Commu-
nion, altar management 
a n d  s o  o n .  I  w a n t e d  t o 
follow that trend because 
my role models were the 
Bishops and Reverend Fa-
thers. I attended a semi-
nary school and a number 
of Reverend Fathers now 
were my classmates. It ’s 
like a family thing.

What are the greatest 
lessons you learned from 
being an altar boy in the 
Catholic Church?

O n e  o f  t h e m  i s  h a r d 
work. It  taught me that 
there is  no short cut to 
glory; and I also learned 
the virtue of de dication 
and determination.
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brought money into it and 
it became expensive. When 
we were in government, 
our allo cation for O sun 
State was N153million be-
fore it was later increased. 
So, it’s a call to service and 
not because of money.

How do you manage 
your business with poli-
tics, especially in a country 
like Nigeria?

As a businessman and a 
professional, every busi-
ness must be handled by 
different p e ople.  I  have 
partners who run the busi-
ness, while they give me 
feedback. I am just a prin-
cipal partner, so the manag-
ing partners do the jobs on 
management and smooth 
running of the business. 
Before politics, I was active 
in my business, but when 
politics came in, I had to let 
people handle them for me.

You bagged a Ph.D in 
Infrastr ucture Finance 
from the Int ernational 
Scho ol of  Management, 

Paris, France; did you make 
any sacrifices to bag the 
Ph.D?

As a core professional 
in engineering, the higher 
you go, the more you mas-
ter your skill.  At the Bach-
elor’s degree level, you are 
an engineer; at the Master’s 
level, you specialise; and 
when you go further, you 
b e c ome an authority in 
your area of  sp e cialisa-
tion.  It is not like Law or 
accountancy that you have 
to be a chartered accoun-
tant or a Senior Advocate 
of Nigeria (SAN), at the end 
of it. Engineering is a day-
to-day course. It involves 
invention; you can’t invent 
without research and you 
can’t research without a 
Ph.D. It makes you more 
exp os e d and get profes-
sional jobs more than your 
c olleagues.  So,  the more 
you study engine ering, 
the b etter  for  you.  The 
Ph.D. class is in two parts: 
the c ours e work,  which 

comprises the seminar and 
dissertation. A Ph.D. holder 
is  a b o dy of knowle dge. 
T h e  P h . D.  m e a n s  d o i n g 
things  that  nob o dy has 
ever done. It took me about 
eight years (2006- 2013) to 
complete it. Luckily, when 
I left the Senate in 2011, I 
was already half-way, so 
I worked two years fully 
on it. For my course work, 
I had about 16 courses. It’s 
so difficult to lie! Getting 
a Ph.D. is not so easy. I am 
sure in Nigeria; it is also the 
same rigorous process. You 
must account for yourself, 
you can’t pass by chance. I 
read three hours a day. For 
a Ph.D. student, any book 
is a material that can be 
useful.

As an altar boy in Catho-
lic Church in your youth-
ful days, in what way does 
that experience impact 
your lifestyle?

As an altar boy, it was 
very difficult to play pranks. 
I  attende d the morning 

Iyiola Omisore

Senator Iyiola Omisore, former deputy governor of Osun State and People’s Democratic Party (PDP) chieftain in this 
interview with AKINREMI FEYISIPO, spoke about PDP crisis, his Osun 2018 gubernatorial ambition and his mission 
in politics, among others.  Excerpts:
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EFCC is haunting us for 
supporting Saraki - Nwaoboshi
Senator Peter Nwaoboshi (PDP, Delta North) chairs the Senate Committee on Niger Delta. He moved the motion for the suspen-
sion of confirmation of 27 Resident Electoral Commissioners (RECs) by the upper legislative chamber for two weeks, pending 
when President Muhammadu Buhari sacks Ibrahim Magu as acting chairman, Economic and Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC). In this interview with OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, the opposition lawmaker speaks on the Senate-Executive face-off and 
why EFCC is after him.  Excerpts:
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W
hat is your re-
action to the 
N2.1billion con-
tract fraud being 
leveled against 

you and your brother by the EFCC?
This is the first time I have heard 

about this probe. And that is what 
we have always said that the EFCC 
needs to be overhauled. When 
Nigerians who don’t want to listen, 
we keep on saying that it can be you 
today, it can be you tomorrow. Yes-
terday, it was the Senate President 
and Dino Melaye. Now Dino and 
Saraki have been cleared. Now it is 
me. Why because I spoke up against 
EFCC. And if the power to confirm 
EFCC has been exercised by the Sen-
ate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
like it is done all over the world. We 
are watching Americans, appoint-
ments are going on now. Nominees 
of the President are being rejected, 
Heaven did not fall. And because the 
other day, I spoke about (Professor 
Itse) Sagay that is why you are hear-
ing all this type of thing; you didn’t 
hear it before. But as a Nigerian, I 
will speak out. My friend Dino will 
say, ‘you speak the truth you die, you 
lie you die’. I am the wrong person to 
be taken on because I will keep on 
speaking the truth. My people sent 
me here to speak on their behalf.

Now let me take issues that they 
have raised. They said there was a 
contract of N1.5billion for supply 
of equipment to Ministry of Works 
and Ministry of Environment. The 
question I ask Nigerians, who is 
complaining after seven years? Is it 
the Delta State Government or by a 
crooked petition by some individu-
als to malign me?

I was a Director in Bilderberg 
Enterprises Limited before I became 
a senator. And I was not a govern-
ment functionary. I was not working 
in government at the time. I am not 
in a position to award contract. But 
I must eat. And so, I have my own 
companies. Delta State Government 
advertised the contract, the compa-
ny in which I have interest tendered 
for that contract and was awarded 
the contract after due process was 
followed by the Tenders Board of 
the Delta State Government. The 
records are there. When the contract 
was awarded to us, we brought the 
equipment from China. And what I 
hear now is that the equipment are 
used equipment. The manufactur-
ers of this equipment are alive. The 
serial numbers of these equipment 
are there. EFCC can contact the 
manufacturers in China with the 
serial number of those equipment 
to find out whether those equipment 
were second-hand or fairly used; be-
cause the company did not buy any 
of those equipment from the open 
market. The company paid directly 
to the manufacturers of these goods 

in China and the manufacturer man-
ufactured and shipped the goods 
to Nigeria. So, if you want to know 
whether these equipment are fairly 
used or not, go to the manufacturer, 
find the date of manufacture, find out 
with the serial number, when it was 
shipped to Nigeria, when the Delta 
State Government took possession of 
it. Sinotrucks has an office in Lagos, 
SCNG has an office in Kaduna. Sanya 
supplied one of the equipment and 
they have an office here in Abuja. 
Let Sanya contact their head office 
and find out whether the equipment 
was used. The manufacturers were 
also the shippers of these equipment.

I have called the manufacturers 
in China and they said nobody has 
asked them any question, nobody 
has written to them but what they 
want to do is to malign my name. We 
did not only sell to Delta State Gov-
ernment, we sold to individuals who 
wanted to buy all these equipment.

We have in our possession report 
from the Ministry of Works certify-
ing these equipment as brand new 
equipment. We have documents in 
our possession engineers from the 
Ministry of Housing, Environment, 
Direct Labour Agency, Auditor-
General of Delta State certifying 
that these equipment are brand 
new equipment. They did not obtain 
these certificates from Delta State 
Government, all they want to do is 
malign me in the newspaper.

This is what we have been talk-
ing, you prosecute people in the 
Press, run them down before you go 
to court. They have already found 
me and my brother guilty before 
charging us to court, even before 
interrogating us.

Will you go to court as an indi-
vidual to seek redress?

I am a lawyer of 27 years, I know 
what to do.

What will the Senate do about 
this, coming 72 hours after it sus-
pended confirmation of 27 RECs?

I speak for myself. I leave it for the 
Nigerian people to judge. I have given 
you the companies. You are free to go 
and contact them. I have nothing to 
hide. We have nothing to hide in the 
company. We do business and we 
stand by the business and we have 
nothing to hide while I was there. 
Although I am no longer a director 
in that company.

Don’t you think if you mellow 
down a little politically, especially 
in your opposition to the President’s 
request in confirmation of certain 
persons, it will solve the problem?

For me, I don’t have a problem 
because we will go to court. You 
cannot stop me from saying what I 
believe in. What I believe in, I will 
say. And I said what I said on the 
floor of the hallowed chamber as a 
lawyer that if the power of confirma-
tion resides here and that power of 
confirmation or rejection has been 
exercised, the appointing authority 
should do the needful. That’s what 
I said and that’s what I’m supposed 
to say. Nobody will say when they 
were questioning (Ibrahim) Magu, 
you heard me ask Magu question. I 
didn’t ask Magu question. But if the 
Senate of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria takes a decision on a matter, 
it is binding on the whole members 
of the Senate.

Does that mean that you insist 
that Senate decision should be up-
held on Magu’s sack?

What are you talking about? I 
am a senator of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria. It is an institution that I 
must protect. I will leave here tomor-
row, I wasn’t born a senator. I am a 
teacher, lawyer, businessman before 
I became a senator. And so, senators 
come and go but the institution of the 
Senate must be defended.

Did you declare the properties in 
your asset declaration form?

If I did not declare those things in 
assets declaration, that is the job of 
Code of Conduct Bureau. That’s not 
EFCC’s matter. Let CCB go and look 
at my asset declaration form and 
find out whether I declared those 
things or not. How does that concern 
EFCC? If I have made a declaration 
in asset declaration form, there is a 
body that is supposed to investigate 
what I have declared. They will 
invite me and I will explain to them 
the position.

It was reported that the investi-
gation was based on a petition. How 
will you respond to this?

There is no petition. It is crooked 
up petition. Delta State Government 
did not petition. They just called 
some of these miscreants who are 
begging for money and call them 
petitioners. The right person to peti-
tion is the Delta State Government. 
These are the owners of the proper-
ties. Curiously they didn’t mention 
the petitioners.

Some senators close to Senate 
President Bukola Saraki seem to 
be under the searchlight. Are you 
paying for the alleged sin of your 
principal?

We are paying for the alleged sin 
of our principal. And I have no regret. 
I only do things I think from my own 

personal conviction.
I was the first to address a press 

conference in Port Harcourt and I 
gave Nigerians reasons why I think 
that Saraki should be the Senate 
President. That is based on personal 
conviction. I’m not a member of 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
but I was also one of those who 
insisted that People’s Democratic 
Party should not contest the Senate 
Presidency; that we should allow the 
APC to produce the Senate President. 
On the floor of the Senate that day, 
we had opportunity of producing 
the Senate President. I was one of 
those who insisted on the floor that 
PDP should not contest that posi-
tion. When it was clear to PDP that 
if they moved in, they would take 
the Senate Presidency, I was one of 
those that canvassed on the floor 
that Nigerians will not understand 
us. They would believe that we want 
to waylay the government of APC. 
We should allow them to produce 
the Senate President.

And if at this age, in the next two 
months on June 29 this year I will be 
sixty years. Where I am going to is 
nearer than where I’m coming from. 
I can’t spend another sixty years in 
this world. So, if you think as a man 
that is sixty, a lawyer with 27 years in 
the bar, a former teacher, a graduate 
of History that you can intimidate 
me then you must be wasting your 
time. You can’t silence me. Even in 
jail I will be speaking.

The President has set up a com-
mittee chaired by the Vice President 
to mediate between Senate and the 
Executive. Do you think the Vice 
President has the political clout to 
resolve the crisis?

Whatever the Senate decides is 
where I stand. I’m happy that the 
Vice President is a lawyer of repute. 
He is a messenger of God and he 
understands what we are talking 
about. So I believe that his spiri-
tual background in terms of being 
a Christian, his legal background in 
terms of being a lawyer, I believe he 
will be able to appreciate issues and 
mediate successfully. Anybody who 
does not believe in mediation does 
not want this country to grow.

And let me make it clear: you 
don’t intimidate people to get what 
you want in a democracy. You lobby 
and sell your ideas to the other per-
son to understand the point you are 
making. There are people you don’t 
intimidate and there are people you 
can intimidate. So, if in a democracy 
you believe you must do this, if you 
don’t do this I lock you up; we are not 
in a dictatorship. That is not democ-
racy. And that is what people have 
been complaining about this EFCC. 
You go to the newspaper you malign 
the person. Either way, we are ready. 
We are not afraid of EFCC.

Peter Nwaoboshi
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power to do. We elect people 
and instead of them to work 
and get things done they tell 
us to pray and it is no different 
when you go to the market and 
shop for food stuff and ask god 
to come and cook it for you 
after all he said he will feed 
you. i rest my case.

So, on thursday journalists 
anxiously waited for a media 
interaction with the Presiden-
tial liaison to the Senate, ita 
Enang, hoping that we will 
find answers to most if not all 
our questions on the ongoing 
issues between the executive 
and the legislative arms of 
government.

he straightened his suit, 
mounted the podium and 
started to tell us that the re-
lationship between the two 
arms of government was cor-
dial. according to him (in my 
own words) we were crying 
wolf when there was actu-
ally nothing wrong, no tension 
whatsoever. We listened and 
as soon as he finished speaking, 
hands flew up for questions 
only to be told another curly 
story of being an ambassador 
and representing a country 
and was not allowed to divulge 
sensitive matters of state.

Well, on Monday Senate 
President bukola Saraki and 
Speaker of the house of rep-
resentatives, Yakubu Dogara, 
had separately met with the 
President who i gathered tried 
to convince them to back down 
on the fight with his men. i 
hear they had also maintained 
that the President must let 
go the acting chairman of 
the Economic and Financial 
crimes commission (EFcc) 
and you too can imagine the 
President’s response.

there still is no end to this 
drama right? i am hoping that 
Vice President Yemi osinbajo 
who seems to have the subtlety 
to appeal to consciences can 
work up a miracle there.

before i drop my pen, i 
know you are wondering why 
i am not telling you anything 
about the President today. 
Well, it is because the status 
quo is still the same. a few 
hours of work per day, but 
yes he looked stronger on 
Wednesday at the launch of 
the Economic recovery and 
growth Plan (ErgP) where he 
opted to stand rather than sit 
to read his speech.

Please do what you have 
to do and then you can be sure 
that our good god will do his 
part. cheers.

marvel of modern medicine. 
the procurement and storage 
of vaccines are the responsi-
bility of the government and 
rather than shy away from 
your failures, do the right 
thing.

i am hoping that in 2019, 
sinners will decide to hoard 
their votes until we are sure 
that the senior sinners them-
selves are ready to repent. in 
fact, not doing what you should 
for a people that defied the 
scorching sun and queued to 
vote for you is a bigger sin than 
fornication.

You see, according to Yari, 
the leaders do not need to 
repent because they are eccle-
siastical beings who never 
lied about their loyalty to the 
people. in his words “leaders 
are doing their best by enlight-
ening the populace and work-
ing assiduously for the good of 
all. Your major assignment as 
a leader is to convey the mes-
sage; you cannot go from house 
to house and arrest offenders 
for instance”.

interesting right? i thought 
so too.

Mr. governor refuted his 
claims the next day through 
his media aide who in a state-
ment said: “let it be known too 
that the governor still insists 
that all diseases come from al-
lah and that at no point in his 
interaction with the reporters 
did he insinuate that allah 
was punishing nigerians but 
instead drew from the teach-
ings of great islamic traditions 
to buttress the point he was 
trying to convey”.

according to him, people 
were just out to ridicule the 
governor at the slightest op-
portunity in a bid to tarnish 
his rising reputation. in fact, 
after reading this, i decided to 
rest my case.

Unfortunately, this is not 
the first time we are hearing 
this kind of statement from a 
government official. the other 
i can remember was a state-
ment by a minister of power 
in the last regime who during 
his screening at the Senate said 
some highly placed nigerians 
attributed the power outages 
in the country to the work of 
witches and wizards.

at the time the professor 
had said god will give him the 
power to drive out the demons 
from the power sector just 
like he did at the University of 
nigeria, nsukka. the question 
is did he drive out anything? 
Down the line, the power sec-
tor is the worse for all i care.

in case you haven’t noticed, 
nigerians are one of the most 
religious sets of people you will 
meet. We choose to leave for 
god what he has given us the 

When politicians 
forget that sinners 
voted, they become 
prophets

l
ast week we saw the re-
turn of goofy attempts 
to defend the ineptitude 
of government officials 

and politicians whose respon-
sibility it is to protect citizens at 
all times and from everything 
harmful.

by now you will probably 
have read comments in the 
news by governor abdulaziz 
Yari of zamfara State that the 
outbreak of the Meningitis 
type c strain was a result 
of god’s anger. People in the 
state and indeed nigerians had 
turned their backs on god. in 
fact, our sins were screaming to 
the high heavens and causing 
the almighty god some nau-
sea, so he threw us the deadly 
strain, he said. he didn’t take 
responsibility for not being 
proactive enough to prevent 
the outbreak and as a result, 
more than 200 people have lost 
their lives in his state.

this is the back story. on 
a tuesday afternoon, Yari, 
alongside the Minister of ag-
riculture audu ogbeh, had 
come to the aso rock to see 
President Muhammadu bu-
hari on a $4.5 billion loan from 
china for agriculture. they 
had both spoken to journalists 
and after the interview, Yari 
specifically requested for the 
hausa service interview. he 
obviously had a lot to say. and 
it was a standard question from 
the journalist.

“Your Excellency, there’s an 
outbreak of meningitis in your 
state and scores are already 
dead. What is your govern-
ment doing to arrest this cur-
rent outbreak in your state?”

boom! off he went, rant-
ing on about religion and 
god’s punishment. like most 
nigerians, i too was shocked. 
to hear that coming from the 
chief executive of a state in 
2017!! it was incredulous! a 
governor who campaigned 
for the vote of these sinners 
with all sorts of lofty prom-
ises that did not include terms 
and conditions like please 
after you vote for me do not 
sin so that i will be able to 
work for you.

i am so piqued and right-
fully so because it is public 
knowledge that historically, 
there are usually outbreaks at 
this time of the year, especially 
a hot year like 2017. When 
there is an outbreak of any 
kind of epidemic the govern-
ment should be prepared to 
immediately swing into action 
with its primary health care 
agency well equipped. it is 
their constitutional obligation 
to the people.

While we read of biblical 
plagues in ancient times, this is 
the 21st century, an era of the 
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o
yo State governor, 
abiola ajimobi on 
Friday assured the 
people of the state 

that elections into the 33 lo-
cal governments and 35 local 
council development areas 
(lcDas) would be held as 
soon as the suit against it was 
settled.

he gave the assurance 
while inaugurating the care-
taker chairmen for 55 local 
governments and local coun-
cil development areas in the 
state at the Executive council 
chambers, governor’s office, 
ibadan.

a Federal high court in 
abuja presided over by Justice 
John tsoho had in January 
2017 ordered the oyo State 
independent Election com-
mission (oYSiEc) not to pro-
ceed with its plan to conduct 
the election earlier slated for 
February 11.

the order was sequel to a 
motion ex-parte filed on behalf 
of 16 baales from oyo Federal 
constituency by their lawyer, 
ahmed raji, San, pursuant 
to the creation of 35 lcDas in 
the state.

but the governor main-

tained at the inauguration 
ceremony that immediately 
the case was settled, the much-
anticipated local government 
election would hold.

“the day the court case is 
settled is the day we will an-
nounce the date of election,’’ he 
said, urging the new chairmen 
to perform exemplarily so as 
to be worthy of being voted 
anytime the election would 
be held.

 “the only advantage you 
have now as you have been 
sworn in is that you can quick-
ly do things that will endear 
you to your people before 
election.

 “You are caretakers, hold-
ing forth for others and your 
tenure is temporary. So be 
rest assured that your good 
work will be your certificate 
of retention. if you fail to work 
well, we will remove you,’’ he 
said.

ajimobi also advised the 
new council bosses not to see 
their appointment as an op-
portunity for them to line their 
pockets with public funds, 
reminding them of the oath 
of office which they took to 
maintain faithfulness with 
tenets of governance and ad-
here to rule of law as well as 
the principle of confidentiality.

he posited that human 
satisfaction resides in public 
service and that those who 
have the opportunity to serve 
their people, especially those 
in dire need at the grassroots 
should do so wholeheartedly 
as they would be adding value 
to the system.

 “there is a lot of satisfac-
tion in public service, espe-
cially when you serve those in 
real need of it at the grassroots. 
a leader must not only visual-
ise, he must also have courage 
to reject what is wrong.

“remember the oath of al-
legiance you just took which 
has to do with faithfulness. 
Your action must be according 
to the law, act without fear or 
favour and do everything in 
adherence to the principle of 
confidentiality,’’ he counseled.

Speaking on behalf of his 
colleagues, bosun ajuwon 
of ibadan north-West local 
government expressed appre-
ciation to the governor and the 
ruling all Progressives Party 
(aPc) in the state for the trust 
reposed in them.

he promised that the new 
council bosses would deliver 
on the promises of the ajimo-
bi-led administration to ensure 
better life for the people at the 
grassroots.

Remi Feyisipo, ibadan 

Ajimobi inaugurates new LG 
bosses, insists council election will 
hold when court case is settled???

 A cross section of the newly appointed caretaker chairmen taking the oath office during their inauguration by the Oyo 
State Governor, Senator Abiola Ajimobi in Ibadan.                  Photo: Governor’s Office

Why I dumped PDP for APC –Ita Giwa

S
enator Florence ita 
giwa has said she left 
her former party, the 
People’s Democratic 

Party (PDP) because the party 
has lost a sense of direction. 
“as a politician, the party 
made me redundant and idle 
so i have to leave and get my-
self more busy which is why i 
joined the ruling all Progres-
sives Party (aPc),” she said.

“besides, the party had 
shown great love to the 
people of the state with the 
recent appointment made 

by the president, giving us 
a minister for niger-Delta, 
chairman nDDc, head of 
Service of the Federation, Sa 
to the President on Prosecu-
tion, chief of naval staff and 
a host of other appointments.

“i am leaving PDP to aPc 
where i started and won elec-
tion as a senator represent-
ing calabar south senatorial 
district in 1999, under the all 
People Party (aPP) and left to 
PDP in 2003. having served 
my people in different capaci-
ties both in the national as-
sembly and as special adviser 
to the president on national 
assembly matters, i think i’m 

still useful to the people of 
bakassi and cross river State 
and our nation,” she said.

ita giwa, who is a close 
ally to governor ben ayade 
and chairman of cross river 
State Port authority, declared 
formerly in her country home 
to the broom party at atai 
Emma Florence giwa ward 
in bakassi local government 
area of cross river State.

Welcoming her to the 
party, cyril Ene, the chapter 
chairman of aPc expressed 
joy that her entry into the 
party was another plus for the 
aPc to take over the mantle of 
leadership at the state level.

miKe ABANG, CAlABAR
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‘Our priority is improving gender 
representation culture’
The International Women’s Day was recently commemorated across countries around the globe. ENIOLA ONIMOLE, director, 
human resources, Unilever Nigeria Plc, tells OBINNA EMELIKE the essentials of the day and how her organisation is fairing 
in advancing the course of women inclusion and empowerment. Excerpts:

W
h a t 
w o u l d 
you say 
i s  t h e 
s i g n i f i -

cance of the International 
Women’s Day to Unilever 
as an organisation?

Unilever as an organ-
isation sees International 
Women’s Day as an op-
portunity to raise aware-
ness and engage employ-
e es  around D iversity & 
Inclusion. Doing so helps 
us tackle both our Diver-
sity & Inclusion strategic 
priorit ies  of  improv ing 
g e n d e r  r e p r e s e n t at i o n 
a n d  b u i l d i n g  a n  i n c l u -
sive, performance-based 
culture. This year, we fo-
cused on #Unstereotyped 
Mindset: Calling out un-
conscious bias and we had 
a panel discussion where 
employe es  partic ipate d 
and listened to external 
people as part of our pan-
elists  to  help challenge 
our stereotypes. 

Looking at the socio-
c u l t u r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s , 
h ow  wo u l d  yo u  a s s e s s 
the cause of women and 
its related advancement? 

Lo oking at  the world 
at large and more closely, 
our own immediate envi-
ronment which is Nigeria, 
I  would say the pac e is 
quite slow but I  b elieve 
that we are making prog-
ress. Some organisations 
such as ours have taken 
the responsibility to lead 
the way because we be-
lieve it is the right thing 
t o  d o .  T h u s ,  t h e  p a n e l 
e ve n t  w a s  h e l d  at  o u r 
head office in Nigeria and 
at so many other Unilever 
offices across the world, 
to celebrate the IWD. This 
is a proof to the fact that 
we are not leaving this 
responsibility to the gov-
ernment alone.

 This year’s theme is Be 
Bold for Change; do you 
think Nigerian women 
h ave  w h a t  i t  t a ke s  t o 
achieve the kind of bold-
ness required for change?

It is not just a question 

of Nigerian women having 
what it takes. It is a ques-
tion of how we unleash 
that boldness within more 
w o m e n .  J u s t  l i ke  o t h e r 
women in other parts of 
the world, we have more 
Nigerian women taking 
up leadership roles, more 
women becoming entre-
p r e n e u r s  a n d  w h o  a r e 
doing phenomenally well. 
That said, there is still a lot 
that needs to be done.

 A s  a  c o m p a ny,  h ow 
has Unilever been able to 
deal with gender stereo-
type particularly against 
women?

S t e r e o t y p e  a g a i n s t 
women has persisted due 
to unconscious bias which 
we all hold and have failed 
t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  e x i s t s . 
And if  we don’t  b elieve 
that it exists, there is little 
o r  n o t h i n g  w e  w i l l  d o 
about it. This is why we 

at Unilever used the Inter-
national Women’s Day to 
challenge our employees 
to think about how they 
can address their uncon-
s c i o u s  b i a s  a n d  u n d e r -
stand the ne e d to “#Un-
stereotype” – and change 
their mindsets.

Unilever is one of the 
world’s most culturally 
diverse companies, how 
has Unilever Nigeria suc-
ceeded in building a gen-
der-balanced workforce? 

Gender Diversity for us 
is a continuous journey. 
However,  we have b e en 
able to make significant 
progress in this area due 
to strong leadership com-
m i t m e n t  c o u p l e d  w i t h 
having the right strategies 
in place such as starting 
f r o m  t h e  fo u n d at i o n  – 
resourcing, development 
and mentoring opportuni-
ties for female employees 

which has also impacted 
r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  s a m e 
group. We promote safety 
for our women and have 
also expanded opportuni-
ties in areas where women 
w o u l d  t y p i c a l l y  n o t  b e 
found l ike the factories 
and marketplace as sales-
men. And the result shows 
through as we have over 
40 percent of our top ex-
ecutives being women.

What is your opinion 
on diversity in the work-
place or among employ-
ees?

I  will  rather we fo cus 
not only on Diversity but 
on D iversity and Inclu-
s i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e 
more powerful together. 
In simple terms, Diversity 
refers to the mix; Inclu-
sion is getting the mix to 
w o r k  w e l l  t o g e t h e r.  O r 
like it is often said “Diver-
sity is being invited to the 

party, Inclusion is being 
asked to dance”. So, D&I at 
Unilever is about harness-
ing the value of different 
personalities, viewpoints, 
cultures,  rac es,  genders, 
work styles, mindsets and 
all the other differences 
between us as individu-
als  to achieve our busi-
n e s s  o b j e c t i ve s .  Re c e n t 
studies have shown that 
a more diverse and inclu-
sive workforce can boost 
f i n a n c i a l  p e r fo r m a n c e , 
re p ut at i o n ,  i n n o vat i o n , 
staff motivation and help 
companies anticipate and 
me et the ne e ds of their 
diverse customer base.

Would you say inclu-
sivity has helped build 
U n i l e v e r ’ s  e m p l o y e r 
brand among pot ential 
employees?

Yes. It has. Which is one 
of  the reas ons we have 
w o n  t h e  To p  E m p l o ye r, 
Nigeria award for thre e 
consecutive years and we 
w e re  a l s o  aw a r d e d  To p 
Employer, Africa. 

To  w h a t  ex t e nt  d o e s 
Unilever’s people rights 
policy impact the organ-
isation’s reputation? 

At Unilever, we provide 
the right environment for 
our employe es to thrive 
and be the best they can 
b e which is  what really 
m a ke s  u s  a  g re at  p l a c e 
to work. Our employe es 
are fre e to b e who they 
are and are finding their 
p u r p o s e  t h r o u g h  w h at 
they do. 

What would b e your 
a dv i c e  t o  p o l i c y  m a k -
ers with regards to the 
advancement of women 
rights and improvement 
in Nigeria?

As leaders, we have to 
walk the talk.  We have 
to lead by example and 
c ontinuously champion 
the conversation because 
other p e ople are watch-
ing. Leading by example 
s t a r t s  f ro m  s i m p l e  b ut 
p owerful things such as 
how we treat the women 
around us.

Eniola Onimole
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I
t is no longer news that 
long-time President of the 
Confederation of African 
Football (CAF), Issa Hayatou, 
recently  lost  his  e ighth 

term re-election bid. If he had 
succeeded in the bid, the victory 
would have made Hayatou one 
of the world’s two longest serving 
sports administrators ever. But that 
was not to be for the Camerounian 
born swimmer turned sports 
administrator as he lost to Ahmad, 
the President of the Madagascar 
Football Association.

Before his dramatic loss to 
Ahmad, Hayatou wielded enormous 
power at CAF. He was so powerful 
that there was no use contesting 
against him. His defeat at the last 
election, thus, remains a great 
shock to many soccer fans across 
the continent as no one, except 
perhaps those that were directly 
involved in the scheme to oust him, 
actually saw it coming.

Soccer pundits  have tr ied 
to explain Hayatou’s fall from 
different perspectives. For instance, 
it has been alleged that he was 
too overconfident that victory 

Hayatou’s ouster and the future of CAF
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was certain. Therefore, he grossly 
underestimated the depth of the 
movement that was against him.      

Another perspective alleges 
that Hayatou’s perceived frosty 
relationship with the new leadership 
at Federation of International Football 
Associations, FIFA cost him the CAF 
seat. Giovanni Vincenzo “Gianni” 
Infatino, the new FIFA boss was 
reported to have been in Africa for 
three weeks before the election to 
campaign against Hayatou. One 
source said: “Infantino was constantly 
on phone with the friendly federations 
to solicit support for Ahmad”.  

 However, of all the propounded 
theories, the most feasible one is, 
possibly, the obvious need for change 
at CAF. No matter the extent of growth 
and development that Hayatou 
has brought to CAF in his 29 years 
sojourn at the African apex football 
body, his critics believed he has 
overstayed his welcome. Ahmad 
simply rode on the wave of a massive 
clamour for change to clinch CAF 
top job.

 One of the tragedies of leadership 
in Africa is over personalization of 
power which is visible across all 
sectors. In Zimbabwe, President 
Robert Mugabe, 93, has been the 
country’s ruler since 1980. In Nigeria, 
it took the intervention of Central 
Bank of Nigeria, CBN, for some long 
serving banks CEOs to relinquish 
power. Likewise, the Nigeria Football 
Supporters Club has equally been 

enmeshed in leadership crisis for 
some time. In attempt to work out 
a leadership structure that will 
appease all parties, a new power 
sharing formula was put in place. 
But then, it is still no longer at ease 
at the Supporters’ Club leadership 
hierarchy.  This sit tight syndrome 
attitude is a huge blight on leaders 
across Africa. 

A good leader should know when 
to quit. Perhaps, more importantly, 
either in the public or private sector, 
a good leader must invest quality 
time and resources in developing 
new crop of leaders for the purpose of 
progress and stability. This is where 
Hayatou and his likes have failed 
considerably. That he could not put 
in place a clear cut succession plan 
after almost three decades at CAF 
speaks volume of his perception of 
leadership.

 One only hopes the new CAF 
leadership learns a big lesson from 
the ignoble exit of Hayatou and 
chose to follow a nobler path. As 
the euphoria of his hard won victory 
gradually wanes, Ahmad must come 
to term with the reality of the enormity 
of the tasks ahead. CAF is in dire need 
of urgent reforms. There is a need to 
review rules guiding the tenure of its 
leadership. The type of arrangement 
that would have made Hayatou 
president for life shouldn’t even be 
contemplated in a 21st century world 
where democratization has become 
extremely essential in all sphere of 
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human interface.
It is, therefore, essential that 

the new CAF leadership embrace 
transparency, accountability and 
modernization. It must introduce 
a new code of ethics as well as 
extend the ethics checks on football 
officials in the continent. The level 
of officiating at CAF competitions 
has not been encouraging. CAF, 
thus, needs to look into training and 
retraining of its officials to improve 
the game in the continent.

A si de  the  c r uc ial  n e e d f or 
organizational restructuring, much 
still need to be done in the areas 
of competition, sponsorship and 
partnership, marketing and T V 
right and broadcast. Also, CAF must 
establish a mutually benefiting 
relationship with FIFA to enhance 
the state of the game in the continent. 
It is good that FIFA boss, Infantino 
has warmed himself into the hearts 
of soccer fans across Africa by 
increasing the size of future World 
Cup and financial grants to member 
countries.

But CAF must desire to obtain 
much more from FIFA, especially in 
terms of acquiring technical expertise 
required to fully appropriate the 
business potential of the game in 
Africa. Globally, football has become 
a huge business venture and with 
poverty still a looming reality across 
the continent, Africa must leverage 
on all the possibilities that football 
could offer.
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US President Donald Trump’s 
recently released 2018 budget 
blueprint proposes deep 

cuts in US foreign aid, prompting 
a discussion on the role of such 
spending in improving the health 
and wellbeing of the world’s most 
vulnerable people. This discussion is 
important, because, when it comes 
to reducing many of the world’s 
greatest inequities, aid matters as 
much as ever – and perhaps even 
more – for reasons that are not widely 
understood.

In the last 25 years, foreign-aid 
programs have helped usher in 
an era of unprecedented progress 
in the developing world. Child 
mortality and extreme poverty have 
been halved. Innovative multilateral 
partnerships like the Global Fund 
and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance – 
of which the United States is the 
largest funder – have saved millions 
of lives, as they have reduced the 
burden of infectious diseases such 

After a careful study of traffic 
congestion in 390 cities 
across 48 countries, a 2017 

Index report by Tom Tom,  a global 
leader in traffic management, 
reveals that Lagos is no longer 
among world`s worst cities 
in terms of traffic congestion.  
According to the report, Africa 
recorded 15 percent increase in 
traffic congestion between 2015 
and 2016, while North America 
had five percent, Europe nine 
percent, Asia and Oceanic 12 
percent and South America seven 
percent. When Africa’s traffic 
position is  juxtaposed with 
the rest of world, there was 15 
percent increase for Africa and 
10 percent for the rest of the 
world. The implication of the 
report is that many African cities 
are yet to imbibe positive driving 
culture and standard traffic laws 
with efficient and functional 
traffic management institutions 
as other countries of the world.

 For Lagos State, the new 
position is a reflection of the 
huge resources that the State 
Government, over the years, has 
invested into traffic management 
in the State. Current positive 
traffic signals from across the 
State is not a feat achieved 
through miracles, but many a 
product of years of research, 
r i g o ro u s  p l a n n i n g ,  hu ma n 

The truth about development aid
Visionary Voices!

LASTMA and Lagos traffic

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be rewarded.  

as malaria, HIV, and tuberculosis. 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
has been proud to collaborate with 
these initiatives in reducing the 
costs of vaccinations and other 
interventions, thereby boosting their 
measurable impact on global health.

Experience shows that health 
and development programs pay 
enormous economic dividends. For 
every dollar invested in childhood 
immunizations, for example, 
developing countries realize $44 in 
economic benefits.

Yet most people are unaware 
of the tremendous progress that 
development aid has enabled. In a 
recent survey of 56,409 people in 24 
countries, only one in 100 knew that 
global poverty has been reduced by 
half. More than two-thirds thought 
extreme poverty has increased. Such 
popular misperceptions reinforce a 
pessimistic narrative that renders 
foreign aid budgets politically 
vulnerable.

Compounding the problem, 
donor-country populations often 
overestimate the amount of money 
their governments spend on aid. In 
the US, foreign aid comprises less 
than 1% of the federal budget, yet a 
recent public opinion survey found 
that 73% of Americans believe aid 

c a p a c i t y  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
building, massive investment 
in roads infrastructure, focused 
leadership and resolute political 
will to attain a gridlock free city.

The arrow head of this new 
traffic situation in Lagos is the 
Lagos State Traffic Management 
Authority (L ASTMA) which 
was established in 2000. Since 
inception, LASTMA has been 
working tirelessly to fulfil its 
m a n d a t e  o f  m a n a g i n g  t h e 
obviously tough task of managing 
traffic in the State. Though Lagos 
has the smallest landmass in 
the country, Lagos, no doubt, 
has the most challenging traffic 
situation in the country.

 With over 3 million cars and 
100,000 commercial vehicles 
on the roads (when the national 
ave rag e  i s  1 1  ve h i c l e s  p e r 
kilometer), Lagos daily records 
an average of 227 vehicles per 
every kilometer of roads, this 
scenario makes it imperative for 
the administration in the state 
to vigorously pursue scientific 
transportation management, 
hence the creation of Lagos 
S t a t e  T r a f f i c  Ma n a g e m e n t 
Authority (LASTMA). According 
to the Federal Road Safety Corps 
(FRSC), out of the 10.6 million 
vehicles registered in the country 
in 2016, over three million are 
in Lagos plying 9,100 roads. 
This huge vehicular presence 
is further complicated by the 

on investments in critical areas, 
including education, basic health 
care, and increased agricultural 
productivity – the building blocks 
of a self-sufficient and prosperous 
future. Private business and capital 
are also expanding their role in 
development projects.

Still, for now, donor aid remains 
essential to fill gaps in domestic 
funding, to address market failures, 
and to encourage more private-
sector investment. And make no 
mistake: despite the tremendous 
gains of the last couple of decades, 
much work remains to be done 
to sustain progress on health and 
development.

More than a billion people 
still live on less than a dollar per 
day. Every year, more than three 
million babies die in their first 
month of life. Addressing these and 
other enduring problems – part 
of the ambitious set of health and 
development targets that United 
Nations has set for 2030, as part 
of the Sustainable Development 
Goals – would be all but impossible 
without the continued delivery of 
development aid.

This is not to say that existing 
aid programs are perfect. On the 
contrary, we must be vigilant about 

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  i m p o s i t i o n 
of fines. The introduction of 
Automated Booking Machine was 
also part of this new approach to 
traffic management in the State. 
To really ensure that LASTMA has 
the required human resources to 
function in this new direction, 
various training programmes 
and other incentives have been 
made available to its officials 
while a 24/7 telephone lines to 
accommodate public complaints 
and suggestions have also been 
provided.

 Presently, LASTMA is working 
on how to establish a mutually 
benefitting working relationship 
with members of the public. To 
re orientate and change public 
perception about the Agency, 
it has re invigorated its Public 
Af fairs  and Enl ightenment 
Departments. Additionally, the 
establishment of LASTMA Public 
Community Relation Committee 
is to create a platform for the 
public to make input and get 
involved in traffic control and 
management at the local level. 
It is also to enable the public 
interface with the Agency at the 
grassroots level.

 T h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f 
do cumentat ion pro ce dure, 
where recalcitrant motorists 
are booked and given a grace 
period of payment and defaulters 
apprehended at home through 
the information on the motor 

continuing to improve them. But 
complaints that aid money is 
not being used as effectively as it 
could be greatly exaggerate the 
problem. The truth is that, thanks 
to extensive experience designing 
and implementing cost-effective 
aid programs, poorly used funds 
represent a tiny fraction of the total 
invested in aid.

The bigger problem is a lack of 
information. That is why those of us 
in the development field must work 
hard to improve communication 
with policymakers and the public, 
demonstrating how development 
aid works and the progress it has 
facilitated.

Despite current uncertainties, 
I am optimistic that progress in 
global health and development will 
continue. Having been involved in 
these areas for nearly two decades, 
at the UN and now at the Gates 
Foundation, I know that the case 
for development aid is clear and 
compelling. I believe the world will 
not turn its back on the historic 
challenge of reducing disparities in 
global health, eliminating extreme 
poverty, and building a more 
equitable and secure world.

(C): Project Syndicate

vehicle database is a civil method 
of bringing offenders to book.  
The logic is to cause minimum 
discomfort to the members of 
the public, not to deny motorists 
crucial use of their vehicles, reduce 
man-hours being expanded on 
forceful enforcement and add 
human face to law enforcement 
in the state. As part of the holistic 
approach to decongesting traffic 
on the road, the state government 
is working untiringly to fix 
dilapidated roads across the State.

 No doubt, traffic enforcement 
in any clime is a daunting and 
arduous task. Naturally, man 
abhors what would curtail and 
impede his freedom. This is more 
prevalent in our environment 
where impunity reigns. It is 
these uncheck mated freedom 
that incapacitates free flow of 
traffic, creates and degenerates 
into disorderliness, chaos and 
accidents on our roads. To sustain 
and build on current successes 
in traffic management in the 
State, motorists, commuters, 
pedestrians and, indeed, all 
stakeholders must cooperate 
with LATMA officials and other 
traffic agencies. The public should 
desist from attacking, maiming 
and killing LASTMA officials. 
They are members of the society 
who have chosen in-spite of the 
hazardous nature of the task, to 
keep traffic moving. We must 
encourage them!
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contributes “a great deal” or “a fair 
amount” to the national debt.

There is one more misperception 
clouding donor countries’ judgment: 
the idea that aid to developing 
countries is  an act  of  sheer 
generosity, with no tangible benefits 
for the donor. The truth is quite the 
opposite. Indeed, it is in developed 
countries’ own interest, in both 
security and economic terms, to help 
fund development programs.

Without aid funding, rising 
poverty and instability can draw 
developed countries into faraway 
conflicts and bring instability to 
their doorsteps, in the form of 
immigration and refugee crises, 
as well as pandemics. By contrast, 
when aid is used to support rising 
incomes in developing economies, 
it can create export-oriented jobs at 
home. Of America’s top 15 trading 
partners – that is, self-sufficient 
countries that consume US goods 
and services – 11 are former aid 
recipients.

Many more developing countries 
are taking ownership of their future. 
They are contributing more to their 
own development, through domestic 
public programs supported by 
smart tax and fiscal policies. And 
they are placing a high priority 

unregulated activities of over 
200,000 minibuses, thousands 
of commercial motorcycles and 
tricycles coupled with influx of 
over 10, 000 people daily to the 
city for various reasons.

 Since inception, LASTMA 
has been working tirelessly to 
promote sanity and safety on 
Lagos roads. However, while 
the methods being deployed by 
LASTMA have yielded results 
in certain areas, a few have not 
really achieved expected results. 
One of such is the enforcement 
a p p ro a c h  w h i c h  i s  a l m o s t 
counterproductive and as such 
yield limited results. It is in view 
of this perceived shortcoming 
that the current administration of 
Mr. Akinwunmi Ambode begun 
the comprehensive overhauling 
of traffic management system 
in the state with a  view to 
r e p o s i t i o n i n g  L A S T M A  t o 
embrace 21st century traffic 
control mechanism. With the 
new development, L ASTMA 
has jettisoned the outdated 
approach to traffic management.  

 Cons equently ,  L ASTMA 
has developed a new traffic 
control and enforcement protocol 
which is firmly premised on 
civility.  The result is that LATMA 
off ic ials  now deemphasize 
vehicle apprehension (except 
where extremely necessary), 
unwarranted rash decisions 
i n  t o w i n g  o f  v e h i c l e s  a n d 

MAMUD HASSAN
Hassan is Head, Public Affairs and 

Enlightenment Department, LASTMA

MARK SUZMAN
Suzman is Chief Strategy Officer 

and President of Global Policy and 
Advocacy at the Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation



T
he road to the top 
of the writing ca-
reer in Nigeria is 
fraught with a lot 

of challenges. Sometimes 
it is a mix of high and low 
moments, sadness and joy, 
disappointments and suc-
cesses; and at other times 
it is just one straight sad 
story. But with hard work, 
diligence, patience, perse-
verance, perspicacity, and 
sometimes an element of 
luck, one can still make a 
success of it.

The problem is that 
many younger Nigerian 
writers, those who are 
based in Nigeria, seem too 
impatient. They are often 
in a haste to publish and 
in the process make a lot of 
regrettable mistakes. The 
other problem is that once 
they fail in that first at-
tempt, they begin to think 
the door is permanently 
shut; that there is absolute-
ly no hope for them to even 
raise their heads above the 
level where they are. They 
blame the harsh Nigerian 
environment; and they 
conclude that they won’t 
succeed unless they travel 

Keeping hope alive for younger 
Nigerian writers

overseas. Then they justify 
their stance with ready 
names of writers who, ac-
cording to them, wouldn’t 
have succeeded if they 
hadn’t travelled to Oyibo 
man’s country.

Well,  there may be 
some merit in the argu-
ment about one environ-
ment being more con-
ducive than the other. 
However, it doesn’t tell 
the whole story. It doesn’t 
tell us, for instance, that 
while for a number of 
Nigerian writers we only 
heard about them when 
they found themselves 
outside the country, the 
general rule is that many 
others started here, made 
a success of their writing 
career here, and won in-
ternational laurels while 
stil l  here.  Thereafter, 
some relocated overseas 
while others stayed back, 
keeping the fire alive. It 
doesn’t also tell us that 
Chinua Achebe’s Things 
Fall Apart, which has to-
day been translated into 
over 50 world languages, 
was written right here 
in Nigeria; nor does it 
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say that that masterpiece 
was actually rejected a 
number of times before 
Heinemann eventually 
reluctantly accepted to 
publish it. And it doesn’t 
tell us that Helon Habila, 
author of the award-win-
ning Waiting for an Angel 
(Commonwealth Writers 
Prize for New Writing) 
and Measuring Time (the 
Caine Prize), began his 
writing career here.

A little about Helon 
Habila. Born in Kaltungo, 
present-day Gombe State, 
Helon first worked as a 
teacher in Bauchi before 
moving over to Lagos, 
where he first wrote for 
Hints Magazine, and then 
Vanguard. Interestingly, 
Helon wrote Waiting for 
an Angel while in Nigeria 
and won the Common-
wealth Prize from here, 
before proceeding to the 
UK for a fellowship, then 
a PhD, and then to the 
United States as the first 
Chinua Achebe Fellow at 
Bard College.

In a brief chat with him 
in Abuja during the 2010 
Fidelity Creative Writ-

ing Workshop which he 
facilitated, and in which 
I happened to be one of 
the about 20 participants, 
Helon told me that, in his 
reckoning, up-and-com-
ing Nigerian writers have 
better chances of making 
it today than he had when 
he was an aspiring writer.

“We have a democracy 
now, even though it is not 
where we want it to be. 
But basically, things are 
freer now. There are actu-
ally indigenous publishing 
companies that publish, 
places like Cassava Re-
public and Farafina. There 
weren’t any when I was 
trying to get published 
in 1999/2000. So, it was 
bleaker. Plus there was 
a dictatorship then; you 
couldn’t think; you had 
no freedom; you couldn’t 
do what you wanted to do. 
But now I think it’s much 
better,” Helon said.

“Now they have mod-
els. There are people like 
Chimamanda Adichie 
who have done it. And if 
you want to look at men, 
there are people like me 
who have done it, people 
like Biyi Bandele, and so 
on. So, they can actually 
not say that they can’t do 
it because it’s not been 
done, or because it’s im-
possible. They have ex-
emplars, they have people 
who have done it, and 
we started from here. 
It’s not as if I was born in 
America or London, no; or 
I wrote my book there, no. 
Actually, I lived here and 
I wrote it here and I got 
it published here. People 
like Tricia Nwaubani are 
even living here now and 
they’ve won Common-

wealth prizes. So, I think 
things are better than 
they were, and any other 
person who wants to do 
this has no excuse not to 
achieve, or not to go as far 
as the skies, if that is what 
you want,” he added.

V e r y  r e a s s u r i n g 
words for the c ons ci-
entious aspiring writer! 
And you can add a list 
of other Nigerian writ-
ers who live here and 
are  making a  suc c ess 
o f  t h e i r  c a re e r  r i g h t 
h e re  i n  N i g e r i a .  Y o u 
can als o add that  the 
N L N G - s p o n s o re d  N i -
geria Prize for Litera-
ture has over the years 
virtually been won by 
h o m e - b a s e d  w r i t e r s , 
with the foreign league 
o c casionally stroll ing 
in.  That ’s  a  big state-
m e n t .  S o ,  u n l e s s  yo u 
decide to kill the spirit, 
just know that you can 
get to where you want 
to, no matter your loca-
tion, if you work hard 
at it.

One more thing: don’t 
be discouraged if pub-
lishers do not readily 
accept to publish your 
work. And don’t abuse 
them. Don’t  c omplain 
that they only ac c ept 
works from known writ-
ers. Just try to under-
stand with them. Think 
of it,  these publishing 
companies are in busi-
ness; they are taking on 
writers that can guar-
antee quick return on 
their investment. If you 
were in their shoes you’d 
probably do the same. 
Just keep writing, and 
keep using online plat-
forms to push out your 

About five years ago, the 
Federal Mortgage Bank 
of Nigeria (FMBN) 

packaged and launched a 
scheme described then as a 
game changer for the informal 
sector operators. The scheme 
called ‘Informal Sector Co-
operative Housing Scheme’ 
was aimed at bringing that 
sector of the economy into the 
mortgage net to enable them 
own homes through mortgage 
loans.

The new scheme also 
tagged ‘Affordable Home 
Ownership through Co-oper-
ative Financing’ was launched 
as part of the apex mortgage 
bank’s efforts at bridging the 
housing demand-supply gap, 
and giving the vast major-
ity of this economically-dis-
advantaged Nigerians, who 
constitute this sector, the op-
portunity to have decent and 
affordable housing.

The informal sector in Ni-
geria comprises low income 
earners struggling to earn their 
daily living such as artisans, 
the road-side mechanics, the 
market traders, farmers and 
so on. Basically, these are indi-
viduals who do not wear suits, 
ties or polished shoes to work 
in air-conditioned offices, yet 
they contribute immensely to 
the national economy.

 The National Housing 

mind to enable them to have 
access to cheap, reliable and 
affordable funds, with more 
relaxed condition for access.

Pepple hoped to return 
to Lagos sooner than later to 
handover several home keys 
to the lowly placed in the so-
ciety, urging all stakeholders 
including primary mortgage 
banks, estate developers and 
cooperative societies to lend 
their support to this venture in 
order to ensure sustainability.

But, from all indications, the 
scheme ended its journey with 
the minister’s closing remarks. 
The country has had two 
housing ministers since after 
Pepple and little or nothing is 
heard about this scheme. How-
ever, Nigerians are hoping that 
with the ‘change’ government 
in place and in the spirit of 
economic diversification, the 
mortgage industry will be 
given deserved consideration 
and attention.

Fund (NHF) scheme has always 
been accessible to only those 
in the formal sector, but by the 
launching of this new scheme, 
FMBN assured that Nigerians 
in the informal sector would 
be registered as bona fide con-
tributors to NHF and become 
eligible for affordable loan to 
build, purchase or renovate 
residential accommodation.

Bola Ogunshola, director, 
Loans Production/Securities 
Issuance and Market Develop-
ment, at the time, explained  
that the loan facility under the 
scheme could be accessed in 
one of two ways, namely Coop-
erative Housing Development 
Loan (CHDL) and the Coopera-
tive Housing Funds Loans (CNL).

The CHDL enables a co-
operative society that has ac-
quired a plot of land to develop 
houses for allocation to its 
members. The parcel of land 
should have title in the name 
of the society which would 
act as the facilitator on behalf 
of its members and in the loan 
transaction and would also 
facilitate construction of the 
housing units.

To qualify for this loan, the 
cooperative society must have 
been in existence for a mini-
mum 12 months; the proposed 
estate must have good title that 
can be sub-leased to individual 
allottees/purchasers of the 

housing units therein, and  the 
tenor for the loan shall be 24 
months with a moratorium 
period of 12 months at an inter-
est rate of 10 percent.

CNL, on the other hand, 
offers individual cooperative 
members a mortgage loan 
to buy a house developed 
through the cooperative hous-
ing development loan or to 
renovate an existing one. Indi-
vidual cooperator shall enjoy 
the housing loan at 6 percent 
interest rate repayable over a 
maximum period of 25years. 
“Cooperators shall make a 
down payment of 15 percent 
of the approved selling price/
value or improvement as their 
personal stake in the loan”, 
Ogunsola informed.

Five years down the line, 
Nigerians are yet to hear of 
milestones or even the status 
of this scheme, giving way 
to the suspicion that it must 
have gone the ‘Nigerian way’ 
.Government, at various times, 
has adopted strategic policies 
aimed at integrating the infor-
mal sector into mainstream 
national economy. Such poli-
cies include the promotion 
of small and medium scale 
enterprises (SMEs), directive to 
commercial banks to engage in 
rural banking, encouragement 
of micro- finance banking 
among others.

These policies are usually 
aimed at enhancing the contri-
bution of the informal sector to 
the growth of Nigeria economy.  
Unconfirmed report indicates 
that the informal sector in 
Nigeria constitutes about 85 
percent of the country’s total 
workforce. In terms of econom-
ic output and employment, the 
informal sector accounts for 
as high as 60 percent of gross 
domestic product and about 70 
percent of total employment 
across all economic sectors.

In other jurisdictions, the 
informal sector generates 
about 6.2 percent of aggregate 
employment in the United 
States, 22.3 percent in China, 
about 50 percent in Israel and 
80 percent in India which 
means that given the needed 
support and regulatory frame 
work, the informal sector 
should be a major facilitator 
in fighting unemployment and 
poverty in Nigeria.

In her speech at the launch, 
the then minister of housing, 
Amal Pepple, described the 
scheme as a significant step 
towards improving access to 
affordable housing to a consider-
able number of people who may 
not have the opportunity of 
owning a home, in their life time, 
unless they are assisted to do so.

“It is important to resolve 
the housing challenges of this 

important segment of the pop-
ulation  who constitute about 
60 percent of the productive 
labour force in urban areas; 
housing finance in Nigeria is 
encumbered; there is scarcity 
of long term funds for housing/
mortgage finance; there is also 
unsatisfactory state of housing 
delivery which is accentuated 
by other factors such as high 
cost of land acquisition, dif-
ficulty  in obtaining land title, 
high cost of perfecting  legal 
processes and of building ma-
terials”, she noted.

The minister noted that 
the new product was remark-
ably different from the exist-
ing NHF; Estate Development 
Loans (EDL) for estate develop-
ers and the Cooperative Hous-
ing Development Loan (CHDL) 
which are for formal and pri-
vate sector operators, adding 
that the new product has been 
designed specifically with the 
informal sector operators in 

works. Someday, if you 
work hard enough, and 
if you stand out, publish-
ers will be falling over 
thems elves to publish 
your book.

I n  c o n c l u d i n g ,  t h e 
words of Akachi Ezeigbo, 
accomplished writer and 
professor of English, in 
a recent interview I had 
with her, come in handy:

“You see, writing is 
not all about producing a 
manuscript and rushing 
to the publisher or the 
printing press to print 
it out. There is a kind of 
programme that any work 
must pass through for it 
to come out well. That’s 
why there are publishers. 
Overseas they have liter-
ary agents and editors be-
fore the publisher comes 
in. A book really has to go 
through these processes if 
it has to come out well. But 
when you just produce a 
manuscript this year, and 
you are in too much of a 
hurry, three months you 
go and print it, no matter 
how talented you are, that 
book will suffer some dis-
advantages.

“Many people may be 
having this problem because 
they are too impatient; not 
because they are not writing 
well, but because they are not 
following due process. There 
is due process in writing too. 
There are trained editors, 
and you need to let them see 
your work. There are publish-
ing houses in Nigeria which 
have good editors, and if they 
publish you, they are not in a 
hurry. So, I think the writer 
should be more patient and 
tarry a while to edit and re-
edit before publishing.”

I rest my pen!

FMBN’s, informal sector and Co-operative Housing Scheme Talking Mortgage
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MICHAEL EFFIONG

M
y people, at the last 
count, three students 
have died or should I 
say have been killed 
by the negligence of 

the authorities of Queen’s College, 
Yaba. Lagos.

It is almost one week after the 
death of the third child, and I have not 
heard that anyone has been arrested 
or has been charged to court for at 
least manslaughter. Is human life so 
cheap in Nigeria?

Three people, three bright young 
Nigerians died and there is no uproar 
in the National Assembly, there is 
no protest, where is Dr. Joe Okei-
Odumakin? How come she has not 
mobilised her women to occupy the 
killing field that Queen’s College has 
now become.

I heard Mrs. Frances Ojo, an Old 
Girl of QC speak on a radio station 
the other day and my heart ached. 
According to her, at QC, the students 
use pit toilets and bath on their balco-
nies! Hello, this is 2017 not 1917! And 
that was not all, when the place was 
fumigated, her words “we harvested 
rats and reptiles.”

There was a Principal at the school 
where we had all this rot and I am told 
when she was leaving a few months 
back, she was given a pat on the back 
and a whopping N3million by the 
PTA! Imagine! I have no one but that 
Principal and the administrators to 
blame for the death of these innocent 
girls and the authorities must bring 
these people to justice. What hap-
pened to all the maintenance funds 
yearly allocated to the school? What 
of all manner of levies? These girls 
must not die in vain!

It must be that what has just played 
out at Queen’s College which is con-
sidered an Ivy League School in the 
Public Education sector is indeed a 
reflection of the rot in our nation.

Queen’s College is a Public School, 
a government property, which in 
Nigerian Parlance means No One’s 
Property. Have we seen how terrible 
our public facilities look? Let me give 
a few examples:

The Murtala Mohammed Interna-
tional Airport (MMIA), Nigeria’s busi-
est gateway to the world, has become 
a total embarrassment on account of 
its decay and general untidy outlook.

The only thing international about 
the MMIA is the signpost, even that 
one is falling apart. From the road 
leading to that airport, the entrance, 
that abandoned car park (or was it ho-
tel?) makes it an eyesore. The facilities 
fall short of the basic standard of an 
international airport. The air-condi-
tioning system is comatose and the 

toilet facilities, let’s not go there at all. 
The stench can kill the faint-hearted.

MMIA is not just user-friendly. For 
example, it has no functional lift. The 
only one was installed in the 70s-and 
so if you have just arrived and want 
to move from the arrival to the depar-
ture to catch another flight, you are, 
as they say, ‘OYO’ (On Your Own). We 
just don’t care! This was an airport 
that billions or naira was reportedly 
spent less than 5 years ago on renova-
tion by Super Minister, now Senator 
Stella Oduah

Another tale of woe is the Nigerian 
Railway Corporation.  Just a visit to 
the Nigerian Railway Compound in 
Ebute Metta, Lagos, is enough evi-
dence that the system has completely 
collapsed. The other day, we saw a 
picture of the Ooni of Ife and his en-
tourage gleefully enjoying a train ride 
in London. Can His Majesty try that 
here? I have my doubts?

The Nigerian trains are old, filthy 
and generally look unsafe. Govern-
ment as usual has invested billions-
and I can take a bet that unlike other 
lands where the Members of Parlia-
ment or other important personalities 
commute by train, the so-called Nige-
rian trains are only fit for the dregs of 
the society!

Who has ever been to the Lagos 
University Teaching hospital (LUTH)? 

The putrid smell oozing from the 
wards is not the only terrible thing 
wrong about that place, the morbid 
tales of death that emanate from that 
place daily is frightening.

It is a joke to continue to call LUTH a 
place where the sick are cared for and 
brought back to health, the surround-
ings does not suggest that the Man-
agement has any intention of healing 
the sick. All they do is to squeeze poor 
families, slamming them with all kinds 
of bills and afterwards reporting that 
“There is nothing we can do” I have had 
a first-hand experience of the LUTH 
treatment and I have prayed to God 
“Never Again”

And not from far where I grew up is 
the shame called the National Stadium, 
the once proud edifice that we used to 
gawk at with awe as we were growing 
up in Surulere.

That monstrous structure has been 
ravaged by years of neglect. Thanks 
to Governor Akinwunmi Ambode 
for being a visionary leader who has 
seen beyond the look of today, and like 
Nostradamus seen the future of what a 
refurbished and repackaged National 
Stadium would like! Every Nigerian 
should join the rescue mission of the 
National Stadium, let’s drown out the 
whimper of the naysayers.

Back to the QC 3 matter. We seem 
to have become so numb, that death 

no longer shocks us. We are so used to 
rot that it does not alarm us any lon-
ger. Who is our Minister of Education? 
Till date, I have not heard a serious 
word from the Minister on this mat-
ter. Three of the Minister’s Children 
have died and he has simply gone on 
as if it is a norm? How did we get here?

What did these parents do wrong? 
All they wanted was a good educa-
tion, a good foundation for their 
children-and what did the system 
give them instead? Sorrow and tears!

The Government, the Ministry 
of Education and the Management 
of Queen’s College have failed these 
Nigerians. There are no excuses for 
failure.

Just imagine if any of these parents 
have other children and can afford to 
send their children outside Nigeria, 
what will be the immediate decision. 
Of course, they will be shipped out on 
the next available flight most likely 
never to return!

Kudos to the Old Girls of Queens 
College for rallying round to restore 
the school to its former glory and help 
pass on the touch to a healthy next 
generation. But the question that has 
bothered me since this incident and it 
has kept gnawing at my heart is:  who 
will pay for the death of the QC 3? 

Effiong, a media and public relations 
practitioner, writes from Lagos

Who will pay for the death of 
the Queen’s College 3?
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Where are the ‘Amaechi schools’?
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ment. Rivers’ indigenes in far-
away states moved their chil-
dren home. Others in private 
schools in the state changed 
to public schools. Admission 
became a huge hunt. External 
examination results jumped up, 
and Rivers’ students began to 
win awards everywhere.  

Negatives:
The story was not all about 

glory. There was a glaring lack 
of a business plan. When this 
was raised at a breakfast in-
teraction with the governor 
during the World Book Capital 
launch, the governor flared up 
and accused the reporter of not 
looking well. He gave the many 
benefits of the free education 
system as if these were a busi-
ness plan.

The sad aspect was high 
demand for Amaechi schools 
and crash of federal allocation 
revenue. The state government 
budgeted an average of N70bil-
lion for years in education, but 
the costs kept increasing. The 
government decided to move 
the UST to the new city near the 
airport at a staggering cost of 
N150billion; foreign scholarship 
was consuming N5.5billion per 
year. While the entire budget of 
the agency handling it (RSSDA) 
was N10billion per year, the 
agency only got about N6bil-
lion per year in a good year, 
but sometimes N4billion only. 
Amaechi administration had 
spent N28.8billion on the for-
eign scholars before it left office 
on weak financial legs. Thus, 
he left huge debts with many 
awardees unable to fly out and 
over 670 still abroad but no 
money from home. Wike had to 
rush in N1.4billion for only the 
final year students to finish up 
while others were asked to re-
turn home. So, it is not true that 
the foreign scholarship scheme 
was going well only for Wike to 
abolish it. Amaechi was only 
just hanging on, observers said.

The criticism of Wike by 

The genesis:

A
t a point in the life 
of the administra-
tion of the imme-
diate past gover-
nor of Rivers State, 

Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi, Riv-
ers became a kind of education 
tourism state. No important 
dignitary including foreign 
personalities visited Govern-
ment House without joining the 
then governor on a ride to some 
of what came to be known as 
the “Amaechi schools”. The pri-
mary school at Elekahia in the 
heart of the Garden City was 
a preferred destination while 
the college at Tai LGA along 
Port Harcourt-Bori Road was 
the star attraction for the batch 
of 24 international standard 
secondary schools being built 
at N4.5billion each. Only one 
(Nne Krukrubo Memorial Sec-
ondary School) was completed 
and opened for studies. Inside, 
it was simply a paradise.

In his days, Amaechi became 
almost a brand; thus if a parent 
wanted good education, it was 
‘Amaechi School’; if residents 
wanted to move about, it was 
‘Amaechi Bus’; if the sun was 
too much, commuters would 
want ‘Amaechi Bus Stop’; a 
sick person would want to go 
to ‘Amaechi hospital’, etc. Little 
wonder when he became a 
minister, the first thing that 
came on board in the state was 
‘Amaechi Train’ (which shuttles 
from Port Harcourt to Aba six 
times daily).

Education was declared as 
Amaechi highest priority. He 
always tried to explain the 
reason; he grew up in a room in 
Diobu with many siblings and 
saw luxury from afar, especially 
good schools. When he eventu-
ally became governor, his only 
preoccupation was to give to 
the poor what he missed badly, 
top class education. Members 
of his cabinet knew better not 
to argue against continuing his 

free, functional, but expensive 
education policy, including 
foreign scholarships, even if 
the fiscal deficits were daunting 
and glaring.

The ‘Amaechi schools’ be-
came famous both at home and 
abroad; and educationists and 
experts flooded the state from 
all over the world to contest 
for a piece of the action. On a 
day in 2012 when the Nigerian 
Bar Association held its annual 
general meeting in Port Har-
court, they were taken in buses 
to the Amaechi schools. At the 
primary school in Elekahia, one 
of the NBA executives asked 
if the place was a university; 
he saw exotic field, fantastic 
buildings, maintained lawns, 
fanciful auditorium, libraries, 
medical room, e-library, sick 
bay, etc. The governor retorted; 
“wait till we get to the second-
ary schools”. 

By the time they got to Tai at 
the N4.5billion Nne Krukrubo 
Secondary School, equipped 
with much more, one of the 
lawyers from one of the south-

south states pulled out his 
phone and began calling the 
chief security officer of his state 
(CSO) and was heard yelling into 
the phone: “You people should 
just come down to Rivers and 
see school oh. We have not 
started oh.” One asked Amaechi 
to seek third term. The gover-
nor and his state won many 
awards on this score.

The entire education concept 
was for a child to go to a modern 
(digital) primary school with 
tablets free, proceed to world 
class secondary schools (one 
in each local council area: the 
NLNG built additional one in 
Bonny and Shell was to do same 
in governor’s town, Ubima), and 
move on to a radically improved 
university (UST, being primed 
to be one of the best in Africa 
with partnership with some US 
and EU institutions plus hostel 
building to come from South 
Africa). Exceptional brains were 
to proceed in scholarship to 
some of the best universities 
in the world for rare courses. 
The Amaechi primary schools 

were initially to be 750 with 24 
classrooms each but were later 
reduced to 500 with plans to 
rather build storey buildings to 
accommodate more classrooms 
with less space.

Human capital:
To get the best out of the 

elegant buildings, the British 
council was engaged to retrain 
the teachers.

Each digital primary school 
was to be managed by a com-
mittee made up of teachers, par-
ents and community leaders; 
and the colleges were handed 
over to an Indian education 
firm (Educorp) to operate inter-
national standards. The state 
government was to pay the 
school fees of each student to 
Educorp to maintain standards. 
This was fixed at N800million 
per year per school. Amaechi 
had earlier taken over payment 
of primary school teachers from 
the local councils to boost con-
fidence and enthusiasm. This 
worked wonders.

The result of these huge in-
vestments was a surge in enrol-
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…As new administration moves on with new education policy in Rivers 

The takeaways:
Amaechi schools:
- 500 out of planned 750 model primary schools built at N110m each
-24 world class secondary schools started at N4.5bn each, one functional
-13,201 new teachers employed and trained
-All Rivers teachers retrained and certified
-Over 2,300 scholars sent abroad at the cost of almost N30bn
-University of Education built to train teachers
-Free education, books, uniforms, tablets, etc
-UST relocation to mega city to gulp N150bn
-Over 400 lecturers employed in Bori Poly
-Education policy seen as unwieldy; sustainability issues

Enters Wike:
-Free education, books, uniforms, abolished
-Foreign scholarship scrapped, scholars forced back home
-UST relocation stopped, but medical school started
- The newly engaged over 400 Bori Poly lecturers sacked
- Security, sanitation contractors’ fate unknown
-  Amaechi colleges over grown with weeds
 -  Nne Krukrubo world class secondary school scrapped, now campus of 

Bori Poly
- Amaechi education policy said to be unsustainable, thrown out
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m o s t  p a re n t s  i s  t h at  h e 
would have continued with 
those already in the scheme 
if he would not continue, 
and not yank children off 
their schools abroad back 
home.

Amaechi could also not go 
far in the relocation project 
of the UST. Wike wasted no 
time in stopping it. Instead, 
he is building the College of 
Medicine of the state univer-
sity and other projects with-
in the old location. The inter-
national standard secondary 
schools also had hitches as 
only one was commissioned. 
The rest were at different 
stages of completion. Most of 
the contracted security and 
sanitation firms keeping the 
many schools neat and safe 
were not paid towards the 
close of Amaechi in office 
due to biting financial crisis. 
Amaechi blamed the crunch 
on the FG which seemed to 
want to squeeze him out.

Infighting:
Even while Amaechi was 

on s eat ,  there was fierc e 
argument in  the cabinet 
whether the foreign scholar-
ship scheme should continue 
or not. Many cabinet mem-
bers feared it was overbur-
dened by high costs in the 
face of dwindling income. 
The state had crashed from 
N25billion per month from 
federal allocation to as low 
as N7billion by 2014 ending. 
Salaries in the state alone 
were almost N9billion per 
month.  IGR trie d to help 
with ab out N6billion p er 
month.

A n o t h e r  p ro b l e m  w a s 
that some of Amaechi’s aides 
were grumbling of not be-
ing ‘carrie d along’  in the 
foreign scholarship awards. 
In the Niger D elta,  ‘carry 
along’ means giving those 
involved slots to fill without 
merit. Some insiders hinted 
last  we ek that  when the 
foreign scheme began, the 
aides exp e cte d to submit 
list of their candidates but 
Amaechi allegedly insisted 
on merit and free hand to the 
consultants using computer 
based tests. A source said 
he used JAMB to do it. One 
influential aide led others 
to complain bitterly forcing 
the governor to ask them 
to bring all those their can-
didates to the Government 
House. They did, only to run 
into a repeat of the tests by 
the consultants; and they all 
allegedly still failed again. 
This was when the scheme 
got bitter enemies. The gov-
ernor was to ameliorate by 
taking 10 percent as Gover-

nor’s List to help bitter aides 
and very sympathetic cases. 
By this time, the situation 
was too bad. They left with 
their angry political fathers. 
This was said to be when the 
sword was laid on the feet of 
the scheme long before the 
day the axe was applied. 

Wike’s sweeping actions
Upon getting into power, 

the new governor first re-
turned all the 75 UST lec-
turers that had stayed away 
from work for years and 
they were declared sacked 
or as resigned. This gulped 
N700million, according to 
government records. Next, 
he sacke d al l  the le ctur-
e r s  ( o ve r  4 0 0 )  r e c e n t l y 
e m p loye d  for  th e  s tate ’s 
Polyte chnic (Bori ) .  Later, 
rumours came that he also 
sacked the 13,201 teachers 
employed to beef up teach-
ing in the state, but BDSUN-
DAY findings showed that 
they are still working. One 
said she c olle cte d March 
2017 salary and is now on 
pension scheme with Legacy.

Wike stopped the reloca-
tion of the UST but c om-
pensated them by starting 
the medical college where 
he may have spent initial 
N2.8billion. He rushe d to 
build and e quip the Law 
Faculty Building (he studied 
Law there) and started two 
faculty buildings (manage-
ment and Sciences) that were 
abandoned during the Peter 
Odili era.

Wike stopped free edu-
cation, free uniforms, free 
sandals, free books and free 
computer policy of the for-

mer administration. So, fees 
are back in Rivers schools. 
It  is  not clear if  students 
writing WAEC and NECO 
are still  being bankrolled 
by the state government as 
it had been from the Odili 
days. The world class col-
leges have been stopped. The 
ones not yet completed have 
been overgrown by bushes 
while the functional one 
(Nne Krukrubo) in Tai has 
been turned to a campus of 
the state’s polytechnic. The 
foreign scholars were asked 
back home. The partnership 
with the Germans for tech-
nical e ducation has sinc e 
died (though it did not even 
take off due to non-payment 
of initial $200,000) during 
Amaechi.  

Wike’s education direc-
tion:

Instead,  Wi ke  made i t 
clear that jumb o proje cts 
in education were not his 
priority. He said he was only 
out to improve quality of 
education in the state across 
b oard for  improve d out -
comes. He stated in his one 
year report that his admin-
istration released N200mil-
lion to settle debts owed by 
Amaechi administration to 
the Nne Krukrubo College 
(Tai), N700million for ICT, 
s e curity,  c leaning of  the 
Amaechi schools, completed 
one model primary school 
in Rumuodumaya, paid se-
curity staff of 55 primary 
schools, etc.

His own plan is to reno-
vate all the old secondary 
schools in the state that were 
apparently neglected when 

at t e n t i o n  w a s  o n  A m a e -
chi schools.  Amaechi had 
planned to do this too but 
funds held him down in the 
face of building new ones. 
Wike said he had released 
N3.2billion in this regard in 
the first year, plus another 
N563million for Nyemoni 
Grammar School in Abonne-
ma,  plus  N372bil l ion for 
Birabi Memorial Grammar 
School in Bori.

Wike budgeted N30bil-
l ion for e ducation in the 
2017 fiscal year and plans to 
continue his policy of reno-
vation of secondary schools 
in the state. While present-
ing his budget he said: “As 
we strive to overcome the 
challenges of development, 
we must also resolve to fo-
cus our attention on the 
quality of e ducation as a 
matter of priority. For far 
too long, we have failed to 
work the talk on the poor 
quality of education that is 
in our public school system, 
especially at the basic level, 
which continues to fail and 
dash the hopes of parents. 
The irony is that most of us 
holding or have held high 
public offices were educated 
in public schools.

“This remains unaccept-
able,  and for us,  the time 
has come to change this ugly 
narrative and give our chil-
dren, the leaders of tomor-
row, a b etter e ducational 
foundation that can equip 
and emp ower them to b e 
highly productive citizens 
and contribute to national 
development.

“This  is  what we have 

pledged to accomplish for 
our people, and so far, we 
have started well since we 
assumed office. Apart from 
the regular payment of sala-
r i e s  to  ou r  te a ch e rs  a n d 
the provision of  instruc-
tional materials,  we have 
also started the phased re-
construction of secondary 
s cho ols  across  the  state . 
Already, the rehabilitation 
of Government Girls Second-
ary School, Rumuokwuta, 
Birabi Memorial Grammer 
School, Bori, and Nyemoni 
Grammar School, Abonnema 
has reached advanced stages 
and we shall, God willing, 
commence piloting the re-
intro duction of b oarding 
systems with these schools 
by the 2nd quarter of 2017.”

Ac c ording to him, “ We 
also intend to rehabilitate 
and comprehensively equip 
more secondary and voca-
tional  s cho ols  across  the 
state with ICT and other 
learning devices and labo-
ratories ,  as  well  as  build 
the capacity of teachers to 
deliver effective teaching 
i n  a  c o n d u c i ve  l e a r n i n g 
environment. We also in-
tend to upgrade teaching 
and learning infrastructure 
in all our tertiary institu-
tions. To this end, we have 
allo cate d the sum of N30 
billion to the Ministry of 
Education for 2017 to invest 
in providing educational in-
frastructure and improving 
the quality of education in 
the State.”

Conclusion:
Amaechi seemed to know 

that the damage would be 
huge on his education di-
rection and projects if his 
party failed to occupy the 
Brick Hous e in 2015,  and 
i t  has  s e eme d s o .  Rivers 
State s e ems fully back to 
its pre-Amaechi education 
s t a n d a r d s  o f  re n o vat i n g 
s cho ols  and maintaining 
the status-quo, according to 
retired government officials 
who spoke with BDSUNDAY. 
A source said education in-
vestment is not seen imme-
diately but in years through 
p erformanc e in external 
examinations. Now, Rivers is 
taking top three in national 
external exams. He says this 
is the fruit of the Amaechi 
education years.

In years to come, the fruit 
of the Wike education sys-
tem too will begin to show 
up for  ass essment.  Wike 
says his focus is for good out-
comes, not gigantic edifices. 
He seems to know too that 
results come from steps and 
building blocks of policy.
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Banks must be long-term partners, 
not just lenders - Abazie

I
s your bank a business 
p a r t n e r  w h o  s t a n d s 
b y  y o u  at  g o o d  a n d 
ugly times,  propping 
u p  w h e n  yo u r  b u s i -

n e s s  s t u mb l e s ,  o r  i s  i t  a 
mere lender who slips in to 
take profit and goes back to 
watch you like a Shylock? 
Ask Moritz Abazie,  chief 
exe cutive offic er,  Strides 
E n e r g y  a n d  z o n a l  p re s i -
dent, Lagos Business School 
Alumni  Ass o ciat ion (LB -
SAA), that just turned 50, 
who since his twenties has 
been in the business of mak-
ing millions of naira.

Abazie, restless and ever 
d a r i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s 
ever-present wife, Onyema, 
has a bigger message, the 
secret of the Lagos Business 
S c h o o l .  M a ny  C E O s  a n d 
entrepreneurs would give 
anything to get a stint at 
the famous Lagos Business 
Scho ol  (LBS)  where  such 
egg-heads and profess ors 
such as Pat Utomi,  Aluko 
and others such as Bongo 
Adi hold sway.

They would be keen to 
extract the soul of the ‘en-
t e r p r i s e  u n i ve r s i t y ’  a n d 
rub shoulders with the best 
of  the b est  in masters in 
b u s i n e s s  a d m i n i s t rat i o n 
and studies  (MBA,  MBS) , 
but they may be shocked to 
hear the hardest nut that 
one would have to extract 
from the LBS; ‘business eth-
i c s ’,  w h i c h  t ra n s l at e s  t o 
integrity.

Many would ask if  in-
tegrity is got at school. The 
zonal president of the LB-
SAA, Abazie, who is a highly 
suc c essful business man-
ager and investor, is ready to 
bet his next billion dollars 
on his ‘discovery’.

First, Abazie’s other dis-
covery. He found that banks 
should b e far  m o re  t h a n 
mere lenders and interest-
takers. On the night when 
he turned 50 and was cele-
brated by the entire LBSAA 
hous e at  Golden Tulip in 
Port Harcourt, the business 
executive who has traveled 
a l l  o ve r  t h e  w o r l d ,  s a i d 
banks must live and grow 
with the business es they 
lend to from generation to 
generation. He said it was 
the secret of business suc-
cess es in s ome develop e d 
e c o n o m i e s ;  t h e  p a r t n e r -
ship b etwe en business es 
and their bankers for gen-
erations, making the bank 
a critical backbone to the 
business because of other 
fo r m s  o f  c r i t i c a l  c a p i t a l 
they can offer other than 
cash ( loans) .  He dropp e d 

Obazie and family

a  b o mb s h e l l .  H e  n a m e d 
Wema as a bank getting to 
that level ,  and bank that 
had endeared itself to his 
firm, Strides Energy & Mari-
time Limited.

Now how is ‘business eth-
ics’ or integrity the highest 
gift the LBS gives its schol-
ars and alumni, especially 
in a country that is known 
f o r  b r e a k i n g  a l l  k n o w n 
norms just to make money? 
Abazie said: “LBS is impor-
tant especially in knowing 
about business ethics with-
out which most businesses 
doing well would still fail.” 
By this, he postulates that 
making piles of money is 
not a measure of business 
success but sustainability. 
Many business es  dep end 
o n  s o m e  c o n n e c t i o n s  i n 
government. The moment 
such connections leave the 
stage, the businesses start 
suffering disintegration due 
to offenc es c ommitte d in 
the past and ill-feelings for 
bad business methods used.

Abazie, who read Insur-
ance before later diversify-
ing his studies around the 
world,  said:  “Partners are 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  a  b u s i n e s s 
executive. Oversees, busi-
ness  run for  generations 
w i t h  p a r t n e r s  t h at  w e re 
there in the first genera-
tion and know everything 
ab out  the  business ,  they 
b e c o m e  a  k i n d  o f  a s s e t . 
There are such banks fol-
lowing such businesses all 
the way. Wema Bank has 
that kind of character; they 
see themselves as partners 
instead of mere lenders; ad-
vice, companionship, mel-
lowing down when things 
are down, etc.”

He releas e d a strategy: 
“ Re c o g n i s e  t h at  i t  i s  n o t 

easy in the first place; plot 
your way and work it out; 
know that failure is the be-
ginning of success; always 
learn new things, and know 
that God is the key”. This 
brought applause from the 
array of LBS te chno crats 
who felt the president was 
giving another lecture after 
Bongo Adi did.

His wife, a doctorate de-
gre e holder and dazzling 
companion, described her 
husband as a maritime in-
vestor; risk taker, and hater 
o f  p o ve r t y,  w h o  w o r ke d 
in many plac es including 
Nexim. The evening was to 
salute a hardworking CEO 
at 50 and LBSAA sessions.

I n  a n  e xc l u s i ve  i n t e r -
v i e w,  A b a z i e ,  w h i l e  e x -
plaining how the LBS has 
b e en instrumental  to his 
business success, said: “The 
L B S  i s  t h e  b e s t  b u s i n e s s 
school in West Africa. You 
cannot really do things in-
telligently and smartly in 
the business world of today 
without understanding the 
dynamics of the economics, 
micro and macro, that are 
at play, and that are funda-
mental to the decisions you 
take. You may even have 
g e n e ra l  e n t re p re n e u r i a l 
a c u m e n  t h at  s o m e t i m e s 
c o m e s  n at u ra l l y  b ut  t h e 
business school helps you 
with the structure and the 
fundamentals. It helps you 
to streamline your thoughts 
and understanding of your 
business. That way, you act 
out of clear understanding 
of strategy and goal-setting. 
Those things don’t come out 
of a fickle of imagination. 
The LBS is a properly estab-
lished business institution, 
and ranks well around the 
world, with structure and 
faculty to administer busi-

ness training for entrepre-
neurs.”

He went on: “I first went 
to the LBS b efore I  went 
overseas to do my Execu-
tive MBA, and to compare 
with what I got in Norway 
and Singap ore,  I  can tel l 
you that the LBS is of in-
ternational standard and 
c a n  c o m p e t e  a n y w h e r e 
in the world. Going to the 
LBS has equipped me and 
s h a r p e n e d  my  e n t re p re -
neurial  skil ls  such that I 
can do things better. I have 
b e en able to s cale up my 
business.”

On what major decisions 
he would be taking as he 
moves into his next phase 
in life, the zonal president 
said: “Moving into the next 
50 after  my first  50,  the 
next phase of my life, I am 
g o i n g  t o  p o s i t i o n  p e o p l e 
w h o  w i l l  t a ke  o v e r  t h e 
mantle of leadership in my 
various business interests 
so that in the next 20 years, 
I should sit back and watch 
people drive the business 
and only give advice where 
there is need. As a young 
m a n ,  I  h a v e  d o n e  w h at 
comes with youth and the 
energy that go es with it . 
Now, I would need to build 
people whose energy can be 
leveraged to drive the busi-
nesses to the next level.”

His wife, Onyema, tried 
to capture what the hubby 
looked like as a CEO at 50.  
She said: “He is a risk taker, 
a big planner, someone that 
understands how to cope in 
a dynamic world. He has a 
lot of resilience, someone 
that l ikes to move out of 
comfort zone. He is an ideal 
person to cope with busi-
ness uncertainty. He is not 
comfortable with certainty.”

Giving insight into what 

the difference it was the way 
her husband approache d 
business de cisions in the 
past 20 years, wife said: “He 
is older now, and has found 
that you can’t sink lower 
than being so poor. He takes 
larger risks now. They say 
he who is down fears no fall. 
He loves to look forward, 
and he has also learnt some 
warning and trend. When 
he sees danger now, he is 
more aware of it. He is re-
ducing in risks and not as 
adventurous as he used to 
be. He has children now”.

Now the big question or 
the sharp curve! Would she 
now draw his back from big 
risks?  Never!  The daring 
wife said she was rather 
joining her better half in 
taking bold risks. “I am actu-
ally so encouraged by what 
he is doing. I rather want 
to  emulate  him and take 
big strides. His company is 
called Strides. All I have for 
him is to tell him that, now, 
I do trust your decisions. I 
am ready to support you in 
whatever direction you go”. 
End of the matter.

A close family friend and 
publicity officer of the LB-
SAA, Nkem Joseph-Palmer; 
C E O  o f  V i ra l  B u s i n e s s e s 
Consulting Limited, helped 
to explain the entire con-
c ept of  the LBS and how 
the Port Harcourt branch 
w a s  h e l p i n g  t o  p ro m o t e 
better business practice in 
the South-south and south 
east .  “Attending the LBS 
is  one of  the b est  things 
that happened in my life. 
I  thought I had it figured 
out. I went to LBS as a CEO 
of an oil servicing firm but 
after the c ours e,  I  found 
myself trying to redefine 
how I do business, how I see 
opportunity and define the 
opportunity into value-add 
for me and the society. LBS 
is a vehicle of transporta-
tion, information and also 
credible means of changing 
societal values in the busi-
ness eco-system.”

In capturing the essence 
of the glamour-filled eve-
ning, the image-maker said, 
“Today is an amalgam of two 
important events; the won-
derful lecture by Dr. Bongo 
Adi on how to interpret the 
e c onomy in 2017 outlo ok 
especially when he focused 
on the region. It was clear 
to us that there are many 
opp ortunities we are not 
taking advantage of. From 
the alumni perceptive, it’s 
an eye-opener. It is also the 
50th birthday celebration 
of our zonal president; and 
that added a lot of colour to 
the occasion into a day to be 
remembered.”

BusinessInterview
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Emefiele commissions, hands over centre for 
entrepreneurship development to MOUAU

G
odwin Eme-
fiele, gover-
nor of Cen-
t r a l  B a n k 
of  Nigeria 

(CBN), has officially com-
missioned and handed 
over the CBN 2011 inter-
vention project (Centre 
for Entrepreneurship 
Development building) 
to Michael Okpara Uni-
versity of Agriculture 
Umudike, Abia State, a 
project purely designed 
for the Southeast zone.

Speaking during the 
event in Umuahia, Eme-
fiele, represented by a 
Deputy Director in CBN, 
Oluwole Owoeye, ap-
pealed to Abians and the 
entire Southeast to lever-
age and take advantage 
of the centre to develop 
their skills.

The CBN boss, who 
described the project as 
part of corporate and 
social responsibility of 
CBN said, the Entrepre-
neur Development Cen-

tre (EDC) was designed 
to develop skills (Small 
and Medium Scale En-
terprises).

 His word: “In Nige-
ria we realised that for 
now, there are dearth of 
skills. People don’t have 
relevant skills. So the es-
sence of this project is for 
people to develop skills 
in various areas, so that 
they can be independent 
on their own”.

“This one is the project 
the bank has developed 
for the southeast zone. 
My appeal is Abia and 
the entire Southeast 
should leverage and take 
advantage of this centre, 
come and develop their 
skills. We know that 
Aba is well known for 
a lot of SMEs, so I want 
to use this medium to 
appeal to the people in 
Aba, its environs and 
entire Abia to come and 
patronise this centre, 
so that we will build up 
their skills,” he further 
said.

“We have shoe, slip-
pers, bag and sandals 
making unit, bread, cake, 
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Ponzi schemes are not 
authorised by CBN, NDIC warnsN

igeria De-
posit Insur-
ance Cor-
p o r a t i o n 
(NDIC) has 

called on the public to 
be cautious over various 
Ponzi Schemes popular-
ly called Mavrodi Mundi 
Movement, MMM, as 
well as, other forms of 
digital and block-chain 
currencies.

U m a r u  I b ra h i m , 
managing director/
chief executive officer, 
NDIC, made the called 
in Enugu at the ongo-
ing 28th Enugu Interna-
tional Trade Fair. NDIC, 
according to the MD/
CEO, used the fair as 
a unique platform for 
engagement with busi-
ness community and the 
grassroots in enhancing 
public awareness on its 
core mandate to ensure 
bank depositors are ef-
fectively protected.

According to NDIC, 
the MMM came in the 
form of virtual curren-
cies such as Bitcoin, Rip-
ples, Monero, Litecein, 
Dogecoin and Onecoin 
for medium of exchange 
and web-based transac-
tions which were nei-
ther authorised by CBN 
nor insured by the NDIC.

Ibrahim regretted 
that though the scheme 
has not been officially 

accepted by the or-
ganisation, it seems to 
have gained popularity 
among the general pub-
lic and even the media.

“It is disturbing to 
note that the Ponzi 
schemes have not only 
appeared in form of 
virtual and digital cur-
rencies in our financial 
landscape, they have 
also attracted the media 
and regulatory atten-
tion while members of 
the public view such 
schemes as investment 
opportunities and plat-
forms for easy money”.

The MD, represent-
ed by Nicholas Ayuba 
Controller, Enugu Zonal 
Office, also said that be-
cause of the disturb-
ing nature of the Ponzi 
scheme, it has become 
necessary for monetary 
and regulatory authori-
ties to commerce a study 
on the virtual and digi-
tal currencies for the 
purpose of consumer 

protection, financial ed-
ucation and the overall 
interest of the nation’s 
economic development.

The regulation, ac-
cording to him, is “In or-
der to identify linkages 
and leverage on its usage 
for tax administration, 

RegIs ANukwuojI/ 

that the vision of CED 
was to make MOUAU 
a foremost institution, 
especially, University of 
Agriculture in Nigeria, 
that provides compre-
hensive and highly ac-
cessible quality entre-
preneurship education 
and training.

Earlier in his wel-
come address, the Di-
rector, Centre for Entre-
preneurship MOUAU, 
Oji Onu Ekumankama 
commended the CBN 
boss for reaffirming his 
interest in CED and in 
promoting entrepre-
neurial education and 
training in the univer-
sity.

He described the 
project as a big morale 
booster for CED whose 
mission was to provide 
facilities and expertise 
(for students of MOUAU 
and catchment com-
munity people) that will 
propel the growth and 
development of SMEs 
through sustainable 
quality, effective and dy-
namic entrepreneurial 
coaching and assistance.

Godwin Emefiele

chin-chin and custard 
marking unit, clothing 
and textile unit, auto 
mechanic and generator 
repairs, insecticide, Air-
freshner and perfume 
unit among others in 
this centre. So people 
from the southeast zone 
should come in and build 
their skills so that Nige-

ria will be a better place 
for all of us”.

He appealed to the 
Centre Director to be ob-
jective enough in giving 
MOUAU Vice Chancel-
lor, Francis Ogbonnaya 
Otunta, information on 
critical things lacking 
in the centre so that it 
would keep on meeting 

the expectations of the 
people.

Emefiele also called on 
the Abia State Govern-
ment to assist MOUAU 
in supplying facilities 
which may be lacking 
in the centre, in order to 
sustain it.

In his address, Profes-
sor Otunta appreciated 
Ikenna Onyido, former 
vice chancellor under 
whose administration 
the project was attract-
ed and commenced), 
Hilary Odo Edeoga, the 
immediate past VC for 
sustaining the develop-
ment of the project and 
the CBN for conceiving 
the idea that birthed the 
edifice from the start to 
the completion of it.

The VC, who was rep-
resented by Maduebibisi 
Ofo Iwe, the DVC, said 
the Centre for Entre-
preneurship Develop-
ment (CED) was estab-
lished in October 2011 
in compliance with the 
directive of the Federal 
government of Nigeria 
and National Universi-
ties Commission, adding 

uDokA Agwu, umuahia

revenue generation and 
benefits from anti-mon-
ey laundry initiatives.  
This underscores the 
need to come up with 
legal and regulatory 
framework for its accep-
tance in currency and 
banking regulations,” 

Ibrahim pointed out.
“It is equally impor-

tant to draw your atten-
tion to the activities of 
some cooperative soci-
eties which have gone 
beyond their primary 
mandate of accepting 
contributions from their 

members. I wish to em-
phasize that the fact that 
cooperative societies are 
established to mobilize 
savings from their mem-
bers only.

 I therefore call on 
non-members not to 
patronize them as they 
are neither licensed as 
deposit taking financial 
institutions nor insured 
by the NDIC,” he further 
said.

Ibrahim, e qually 
warned Nigerians on 
the dangers of keeping 
large sum of money in 
their homes, shops and 
market stalls, saying 
that it is dangerous to 
do so because of fire and 
armed robbery attacks 
and advised they should 
keep their money in the 
safe custody of financial 
institutions.

In an address, Ugo-
chukwu Chime, pres-
ident, ECCIMA, com-
mended the role of 
NDIC in the protection 
of depositors fund with 
banks and other finan-
cial institutions.Victims of the Ponzi schemes shedding tears after they lost their money



10 new firms coming 
into Imo - Okorocha

T
he industrial sector of 
the economy of Imo 
State may once again 
start to boom going 
by what Governor 

Rochas Okorocha said recently, 
but his aides, including the me-
dia team, kept sealed lips on 
the issue when contacted for 
clarification.

Industrialists in the state 
have however, said that unless 
the current poor state of affairs 
as it touches on operating envi-
ronment is urgently addressed, 
boosting the economy of the 
state through manufacturing 
would remain a pipe dream.

But if Governor Okorocha’s 
dream comes true, it is going to 
boost the economy of Imo State, 
reduce the numerical growth list 
of the unemployed able-bodied 
men and women because as 
much as about 3000 will say 
bye-bye to the overflowing un-
employment market.

The governor, while speaking 
to journalists on the state of the 
affairs of Imo and what his gov-

ernment had done, said that the 
Onitsha Road Industrial Estate 
would receive 10 manufacturing 
companies and as much as 3000 
workers would be engaged by 
the companies that would estab-
lish and produce various goods 
and services in the state.

But as matter of clarification, 
the governor failed to mention 
at least one of the companies 
expected in the state or where 
the firms would be coming from.

Efforts by our correspondent 
to get some clarifications from his 
media team did not yield fruit as 
they kept adamant on the issue.

Currently, Imo State is bereft 
of serious manufacturing compa-
nies because about 95 percent of 
such companies had closed shops 
and left the state because of what 
they termed “unconducive en-
vironment” at the Onitsha Road 
Industrial Layout, located close to 
Irete in Owerri West LGA.

The industrial estate was built 
by the late Sam Mbakwe ad-
ministration but the successive 
governments have abandoned 
the place, forcing those who were 
operating there to close shop.

 BDSUNDAY investigation 
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Glo lowers entry 
requirements for mega shows

G
randmasters of data 
and biggest corpo-
rate promoter of 
entertainment in 

Nigeria, Globacom, has an-
nounced that the entry into 
the twin mega shows, the 
Glo Mega Music Nationwide 
Tour and the Glo Laffta Fest 
comedy Show.  

planned to hold in 27 cit-
ies around the country from 
April 2017, would be N2,000 
recharge card usage within a 
month preceding the shows.

This is just as he company 
also announced that the two 
shows would take off next 
weekend, adding that the 
reduction in the threshold 
from the initial N3,000 to 
N2,000 would make it pos-
sible for more youths to at-
tend the shows. 

To indicate interest in 
attending the Glo Mega 
Music Concert, the compa-
ny urged subscribers who 
have used up to N2,000 in 
the preceding month to text 
“Music” and their preferred 
location to a short code, 
207. For instance, to attend 
the music show in Abuja, 
the subscriber should send 
“Music Abuja” to 204, while 

for the Laffta Fest Com-
edy show, the subscriber 
is  to send “LOL” and the 
preferred location to short 
code 240.

On the commencement 
of the concerts, Globacom 
said that the shows would 
begin with the Glo Mega 
Music Nationwide Tour on 
Saturday, April 15 in Awka, 
Anambra State, at the city’s 
Marble Arch. 

Also, the Glo Laffta Fest 
comedy show will  be on 
Sunday, April 16, at the Az-
tech Event Centre, Port Har-
court.

According to the com-
pany, the rest of the shows 
will still hold in all the 27 cit-
ies earlier announced with 
all the scheduled artistes 
performing as planned.  

Nigeria’s leading musi-
cians such as Olamide, Ti-
maya, Runtown, Di’Ja and 
Omawumi are scheduled 
to perform at the Glo Mega 
Music Concert, while the 
Glo Laffta Fest shows will 
feature Africa’s best come-
dians including Gordons, 
Basketmouth, Bovi, Salvador 
from Uganda,  Bash, Arinze 
Baba and Princewill.
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Saby ElEmba, Owerri

Rochas Okorocha

show that while some  of the 
companies that left the industrial 
estate are now at Omoku and 

Ahoada in Rivers State, some oth-
ers relocated to Abia State where 
they saw a lesser harsh operating 

environment.
At the time of writing this 

report, there were no roads 
to enable some entrepreneurs 
struggling to survive to access 
their firms.

Over there, the security of 
investments is not guaranteed as 
the police post in the industrial 
area had been closed down and 
police who used to be there were 
reposted to other areas. Weeds, 
reptiles, thieves and other dan-
gerous beings have taken over 
the place.

The Manufacturers Asso-
ciation of Nigeria (MAN) and 
other business groups had paid 
countless courtesy visits to the 
Imo State government, urging 
the governor to look into the 
problems in the Onitsha Road 
Industrial Area but these have 
not yielded any worthy outcome.

T h o s e  w h o  s p o ke  w i t h 
BDSUNDAY on the issue include 
members of the Owerri Chamber 
of Commerce, Industry, Mines 
and Agriculture (OCCIMA), Na-
tional Association of Small Scale 
Industrialists (NASSI) and Manu-
facturers Association of Nigeria 
(MAN).

…as industrialists want friendly operating environment

FG trains agric experts in abia 
to boost cassava production

T
wenty Agricultural Ex-
tension Agents in Abia 
State have been trained 
in Umuahia, Abia State 

on Cassava Value Chains by the 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development in a 
one-day workshop it organised 
in collaboration with Abia State 
Agricultural Development Pro-
gramme (ADP).

The training would enable 
each of the extension agents to 
train 25 farmers thereby bring-
ing the number to 500 trained 
Agricultural experts, as a step 
towards boosting cassava pro-
duction in the state. 

Bartho Onyemaobi, ADP 
Programme manager, who dis-
closed this while declaring 
the workshop open, said that 
the workshop would assist 
the extension agents to train 
Abia farmers on the effective 
production and utilisation of 
cassava value chain.

He described the workshop 
as an evidence of the reality of 
Federal Governments efforts to 

ensure that agricultural activi-
ties are intensified in the state, 
and reminded the extension 
agents of their duty in training 
other farmers.

He thanked the state Gov-
ernor, Okezie Ikpeazu for his 
agricultural revolution posture 
in the state.

Also speaking during the 
training, the facilitator from 
the Federal Department of 
extension services, Abuja, Asu-
quo Edward, charged the par-
ticipants to take the workshop 
seriously, disclosing that 500 
farmers were expected to be 
trained by the state to help 

increase cassava production in 
the country.

Delivering a lecture on Cas-
sava value chain, a Resource 
person from International In-
stitute for Tropical Agriculture, 
Emeka Okoli said that Agricul-
ture remains the surest way out 
of economic recession.

He pointed out that the rate 
of crime would reduce when 
youths were properly engaged 
in agriculture.

Ihuoma Reuben, Onyebuchi 
Okorie, and some other partici-
pants who spoke with BDSUN-
DAY after the training thanked 
the Federal Government and 
Abia State ADP for organising 
the workshop, but promised 
to impact the knowledge they 
acquired to other farmers.

In his remarks, Kenneth 
Kanu, ADP director of Exten-
sion services, said that the 
agricultural extension services 
department would continue 
to render assistance to Abia 
farmers towards effective ag-
ricultural production. 

He advised Abia farmers to 
feel free in seeking advice from 
the extension agents.

UDOKa aGWU, Umuahia 

Cassava farmer
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P
ossibly the b est 
book I read in 2016 
couldn’t have been 
read at a better time 

as the year nears an end. I 
could relate with a lot of 
things as I work as an eq-
uity, business and economy 
analyst trying to do the 
seemingly impossible thing 
of forecasting stock prices, 
the slant of the economy 
and possible impacts/op-
portunities to businesses. 
In particular, the examples 
of how super forecasters go 
about doing their jobs were 
pretty inspiring. Examples 
of taking the outside view 
and creating a tree of vari-
ous outcomes and break-
ing down that tree into 
branches are something I 
could benefit from. 

This is a smart-thinking, 
more practical companion 
to Expert Political Judg-
ment, useful for forecasts 
in politics, economics, and 
other areas of human activ-
ity, if not quite as compel-
ling as its predecessor.

 
Super forecasting is a 

book that presents the re-
sults of Philip Tetlock’s 
research on prediction and 
avoiding the biases that af-
flict even experts’ forecasts 
within their domain of 
expertise. Superforcasting: 
The Art of Science and Pre-

diction, by Philip E. Tetlock, 
is a book about the art and 
science of statistical predic-
tion, and its everyday uses. 
Except it isn’t really, that is 
just what they are selling it 
as. The book starts off really 
strong, analyzing skepti-
cism, illusions of statistical 
knowledge, and various 
types of bias. However, the 
majority of the book fo-
cuses on a US government 
intelligence project called 
IARPA, designed to use 
everyday citizens to make 
statistical predictions.

Old joke about Ameri-
can Intelligence and oxy-
morons aside, Mr. Tetlock 
draws heavy inspiration 
from American politics in 
the latest book detailing 
his life’s research. This is 
the person behind the quip 
about American forecasters 
being worse than “chimps 
with darts”, a line he’s sick 
of hearing but that’s not 
inaccurate.

I  w a s  o n e - h u n d re d 
percent, absolutely blown 
away by this book. I think 
it is because it contained 
so many truths that I, a 
project-based learning fa-
cilitator in business de-
velopment, preach to my 
protégé. Mentees have to be 
able to accurately forecast 
whether their project will 
be successful and make 

Learning the art of predictions 
as a tool for business (3)

changes if it won’t be. How 
do they do that? They need 
to know what is known and 
unknown. They also need 
grit, determination, and a 
growth mindset. They also 
need to be able to work 
together in synergies and 
teams.

Even if you didn’t know 
much about forecasting 
before reading this book, 
and you will find the expla-
nations easy to follow. The 
ease with which the su-
perforecasters’ predictions 
were explained, however, 
took some of the magic out 
of the ability to consistently 
beat others’ forecasts. Yet 
tips not to over- or under-
predict simultaneously 
make the superforecasters’ 
feats seem even more out 
of reach. 

Sometimes  i t  c ould 
feel like it was all com-
mon sense and/or things 
you already familiar with: 
cognitive biases, scientific 
method, falsifiable pre-
dictions, regression to the 
mean, growth mindset, self 
critical, wisdom of crowds, 
thinking in gray, group-
think, grit etc. If you are 
familiar with these ideas, 
you will even gain much 
from reading the book as it 
enhances your knowledge 
of the use of stats and basic 
ideas behind thinking fast 

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

and slow.
This enhances your 

ability to think clearly. The 
short-short version of the 
forecasting formula is “use 
probabilities and check 
your ego.” it elaborates on 
this, and teaches how to 
use probabilities and when 
and how to check your ego. 
Perhaps more importantly, 
it will help you spot others’ 
errors and see through 
their predictions.

This article will be con-
cluded in our next week 
publication. You can con-
tact me for business advi-
sory services and training 
- send me a message via 
WhatsApp or SMS.

Act unction (action)

T
his is an important 
truth to every be-
liever that is into 
business and also de-
sires to be successful 

in life. In all the scripture in 
the bible, countless examples 
have shown us the stand of 
God concerning the resources 
of heaven. God says, “I have 
given unto you everything 
that pertains to life and Godli-
ness” (2 Pet.1:3). The book of 
Deuteronomy emphasised that 
power to get wealth has been 
given to us (Deut.8:18). We were 
also told in Psalms (84:11) that 
“God our Father gives grace 
and glory, and He does not 
withhold anything that is good 
from them that walk uprightly. 
The emphasis in these verses is 
on what has been given, freely 
released for God’s people. The 
promises that were made unto 
the children of Israel by God 

were not enjoyed by some of 
the tribes because they could 
not take what was given. God 
swore and ratified it by a cov-
enant yet they missed it. In the 
New Testament Romans 5:17 
says “...they that receive abun-
dance...’’ The problem has never 
been about giving; rather it has 
always been about receiving. It 
is not about God withholding, 
rather it has been about people 
rejecting through ignorance. 
David would have lost out 
completely when the Amale-
kites raided his abode and took 
away everything that belonged 
to him and his group. The in-
struction he received was to Go! 
Pursue! There is great wisdom 
here even when we think we 
have lost all. You can only lose 
when you are seated, moping 
and refusing to move forward, 
what you have waiting for you 
ahead is more than what you 
lost. However, the moment you 
get up on your feet and you 
begin to move then you experi-
ence the miraculous power of 
God in your situation. It is only 
when there is movement that 
signs and wonders follow.

Let me enumerate some of 
the obstacles to our receiving, 
one of such is:

1. Ignorance: How do you 
receive what you are not aware 
belongs to you? How do you go 
after what is not yours? What 

is visible to you and it is false 
deters you from believing the 
truth. You believe the giver 
above the circumstances sur-
rounding you. With this under-
standing being clear you can 
now go and take possession. 
In business as well as life, it is 
people that believe that possess. 
This is truth and it does not 
belong to you as a believer only, 
it belongs to every practitioner 
functioning in this understand-
ing. There is no getting truly 
without going. You must come 
down on your high horse of 
fear and intimidation and go for 
what is yours by Destiny.

2. Inertia: is inability to take 
action. The difference between 
where you are now and where 
God designed you to be is the 
actions you have refused to 
take. The word of God says that 
the earth is the Lord’s and the 
fullness thereof. You have to 
go on the basis of the spoken 
word of God. Peter said that 
they had toiled all night, imag-
ine what that mean? Toiling is 
negative dissipation of energy 
accompanied with stress, strain 
and emotional trauma without 
commensurate result. But the 
only thing that saved the day, 
and delivered them from toiling 
was their GOING based on the 
spoken word of Jesus.

3. Despising instruction: 
Words are going to be spoken to 

you this year by God, thoughts 
and ideas that are bigger than 
your wildest imagination will 
come your way this year, except 
you gird your loins and take 
that step to GO after it your 
toiling continues. Brethren, this 
season is a season of wonderful, 
powerful opportunities that 
will astound our world. There 
must first be a GOING based 
on the understanding of what 
has been given before we can 
get. You must be prepared to 
lunch into the deep this year at 
the instruction of the WORD of 
God.  You cannot catch a whale 
in the pond behind your house. 
You have to go to the high sea, 
position yourself with the requi-
site equipment and catch it. My 
company was up against an es-
tablished, more renowned com-
pany and we bided for the same 
project. I could sit on my rear 
and loose out by believing the 
lie of impossibility and not take 
a step. But this understanding I 
am passing across to you made 
me to stand up, without a doubt 
that God was with me and we 
took the project. God truly has 
given unto us everything that 
pertains unto life and Godliness 
in our business but we must go 
and get it otherwise, it remains 
in the position of being given 
which is of no benefit to anyone.

As you walk in the light of 
this TRUTH remain blessed.

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

SpiritonomicS The worth of a 
refined personality

R
e s e a r c h  h a s 
shown that over 
80percent of our 
communication 

is nonverbal. In other 
words, what people see 
and how they perceive 
us is much more potent 
than what we verbally 
proclaim about ourselves. 
Isn’t that profound? Ev-
ery time people interface 
with you, they are actu-
ally doing so based on 
how they perceive you! 
Remember the countless 
times you slouched, the 
innumerable times you 
dragged your feet, and 
laughed loudly and heart-
ily throwing your hands 
and feet in good-natured 
mirth? All those gestures 
actually said things about 
you.

things like:
•  Slouching - slow, laid 

back, going nowhere in 
life

• Dragging of feet - lazy, 
nonchalant

• Sitting carelessly - 
loose, without decorum, 
uncouth

•  Laughing recklessly 
- loose, without morals, 
careless

•  Flabby tummy - no 
self-discipline, no class

•  Touching walls - 
lacks home training and 
exposure

• Use of abusive and 
vulgar words – lacks man-
ners, irresponsible, unci-
vilised

•  Rude words and 
gestures-  crude,  lacks 
self-control, unworthy 
of respect

the list is endless.
Take a minute to think 

critically of all the nega-
tive messages you have 
been sending uncon-
sciously all these years. If 
you are thorough and ob-
jective in your retrospec-
tion, you will realise that 
you suffered some nega-
tive repercussions with-
out even being aware. 
That careless action or 
word may have been the 
reason why that promo-
tion eluded you; why that 
relationship turned sour; 
why that front desk per-
son treated you like a 
sworn enemy or why you 
are not well respected in 
your place of work.

    It is time to give 
thought to these and 
many other possibili-
ties. It is time to think 
about what you are say-
ing when you are not 
speaking. It is time to 
take charge of your life 
and exert control over 
your circumstances. Your 
non-verbal cues are vital. 
You must consistently be 
mindful of what you are 
unconsciously project-
ing. Turning a blind eye 
and making or accepting 
excuses for why these 
things happen must stop. 
Rather, the question you 
must answer is: How can 
I project refinement and 

class?
 I’ve written this book 

to help you do just that.
This is a book of in-

structions and stories; 
stories you can enjoy, and 
maybe find yourself in. 
Stories about the common 
dilemmas faced in social 
life, at work, and all the 
areas we play in. Based 
on real people and real 
experiences, these stories 
will help you learn cer-
tain things to sharpen the 
sawso you can complete 
the circle.

The right personality 
is a holistic thing. It is all 
encompassing; it must 
be reflected in the way 
you look, act, speak and 
manoeuvre your way at 
social and business gath-
erings.

If you score high in 
the looks department, 
you must also work hard 
to top the charts in your 
manners and speech. 
Your writing, your use of 
language, your style and 
grammar must be impec-
cable, for all these reflect 
on your personality.

If you think that pur-
suing perfection in your 
communication is not 
worth the effort, (after 
all, grammar does not 
fill the bank account, 
as some people like to 
say), consider the com-
edy skit produced by 
the comedians: Bovi and 
Basketmouth, in which 
a beautiful lady goofs 
in her grammar and 
instantaneously loses 
the attention of three 
previously enthralled 
gentlemen. The video 
provides an accurate pic-
ture of how well dressed 
people who speak bad 
grammar are viewed, 
especially when they 
are in company of those 
who speak better. Never 
put yourself in that posi-
tion. Society has a way 
of rubbing your face in 
your inadequacies and 
water will always find 
its level once you open 
your mouth.

  Let’s face it: It is not 
enough to dress right, look 
elegant and feign finesse; 
it certainly goes much 
deeper than that. You 
cannot afford to ignore 
any aspect of your per-
sonality, because at a most 
crucial time, it will bru-
tally unmask you when 
you least expect it.

Excerpt from The Art of 
Refinement by MaviIsibor)

MaviSokiaIsibor- The 
Etiquette Icon is the Author 
of The Art of Refinement, 
Nigeria’s first resource ma-
terial on Etiquette. She is 
also Group CEO of Poise 
Nigeria Limited, Nigeria’s 
premier and foremost Per-
sonality and Image brand-
ing consultancy firm.

 For comments, ques-
tions and contributions, 
kindly send a mail to msi@
poisenigeria.org

Mavi isibor
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The ‘Chef in You’ Peak Milk cooking competition

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

B
efore the competitors 
i n  t h e  r e c e n t l y 
launched ‘Chef  in 
Y o u ’  P e a k  M i l k 
cooking competition 

get carried away by the mouth-
watering prizes at stake, they 
should take cognizance of the top 
brand’s outstanding  nutritional 
value to man. That may perhaps, 
guide them in the choice of 
delicacies they wish to bring to 
the table of Nigeria’s number 
one milk company, Friesland 
WAMCO Plc.

In fact, milk is so important to 
man that its essence is celebrated 
every 1st of June as the World 
Milk Day. But why? That is 
the million-naira question. It 
is all because milk is the most 
nutritionally dense of all foods. 
Not only  is it richly packed with  
protein, carbohydrates, fat and  
calcium, but possesses  vitamins 
A, B1, B2, B6, D,  phacian, in 
addition to providing energy.  As 
one of the most near-complete 

and nutritious foods, milk is 
considered as a key element to 
national health and productivity. 
It is also necessary to meeting 
the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), as 
an update on the MDGS which 
was aimed at halving the level 
of global poverty by 2015.

L i t t l e  w o n d e r  t h at  t h e 
forward-looking company has 
partnered with the Lagos state 
government to provide milk 
to pupils in selected primary 
schools. For school children, a 
glass of milk a day provides the 
energy and nutrients during the 
demanding school hours.

Specifically, it provides the 
needed nutrients to these age 
categories as in the illustration 
below:

As a  p erc entage of  the 
recommended daily intake

                     3-6 years            6-10 
years

Protein        16                14
Calcium       40                34
Fat               16                13
Carbohydrates   6                  5
Vitamins B2        40                34
Vitamin A           24                16
Energy         10                8
Similarly,  young p e ople 

who drink a lot of milk and eat 
regularly with their parents tend 
to have better dental health than 
those who have more liberal 
eating habits.

According to the American 
Journal of Clinical Nutrition 
(2011), milk-drinking teenagers 
and adults have 43 per cent 
lower risk of Type 2- diabetes. 
Harvard University Study (2011) 

amongst 37,000 women showed 
that those who consumed about 
4 servings of milk per day 
also have lower risk of Type 
2-diabetes.

The Chef-in-you
To stimulate and showcase 

the latent creative ingenuity in 
Nigerians, Friesland WAMCO 
Nigeria Plc recently flagged 
off the 2017 Peak Milk cooking 
competition. It is part of the 
company’s sustained efforts to 
enhance the physical wellness 
and nourishment for its teeming 
consumers. The competition 
aptly tagged, ‘Chef in You’ is 
designed to challenge individuals 
to showcase their culinary 
expertise. The eventual winners 
stand the chance of winning 
fantastic prizes, ranging from 
cash to branded paraphernalia.

The steps for participating 
in the competition are simple 
enough. In the company’s words: 
“ just record a one minute video 
showing you cooking one of your 
mother’s special recipes using 
Peak Milk Powder in the cooking 
process.”

As an option, the video should 
show the participant eating with 
his or her mum, and talking about 
relationship before uploading the 
video on the Peak Milk page on 
Facebook or Instagram.

“So while Pecadomo is giving 
you stronger body and sharper 
mind; nourishing you physically 
and mentally; it is also putting 
money in your pocket! So go 
show the chef in you today, you 
might just be cooking your way 
to stardom, who knows!,” the 

management stated.
Furthermore,  Pe cadomo 

has flooded the internet for 
several months now, trending 
on our timelines; daily gaining 
traction as more Nigerians are 
getting more brand educated and 
embracing Peak Milk’s creative 
fusion, knowing it is strategic in 
meeting the nutritional needs of 
every family member.

“The unique benefit is that 
consumers don’t have to wait till 
tea time to experience Peak Milk 
because Pecadomo had helped 
in situating critical nutrients 
needed in the body at every 
culinary touch points. That 
means your eba, semo or rice 
could be more nutritious than 
ever! Wow!!!

In retrospect
It would be recalled that in 

1954 the first consignment of 
Peak full cream evaporated milk 
arrived in Nigeria from Holland, 
by itinerant traders. WAMCO 
was incorporated in 1973 and 
commenced local production 
of the people’s favourite Peak 
evaporated milk in 1975. In 1997 
it became the Official Milk of 
Super Eagles the national football 
team of Nigeria and remains so 
up until now. The Big thematic 
campaign conducted in 2014 
with coach Stephen Keshi (of 
blessed memory) leading the 
campaign. 2005 Peak Powder 
Milk in sachet launched as an 
economy pack of Milk Powder. 
Peak Gold was similarly launched 
that same year.

Brand enhancement through 
competition

There have been several 
broad-based competitions for 
public participation, over the 
years by the company. These 
were aimed at leveraging on its 
mass appeal with its millions 
of consumers all over Nigeria 
and beyond. For instance, in 
2004 it had the first-ever media 
competition to celebrate Peak 
Milk at 50 in 2005.

Others include the annual 
talent hunt that brought the 
award-winning songstress, 
Yemi Alade to the limelight. 
Furthermore, it was the first milk 
company in Nigeria to celebrate 
the World Milk Day on June 1, 
2016. Later, it took the ‘Art of 
Milk’ initiative to the next level 
by engaging some secondary 
schools in Ikeja and its environs. 
In addition, the competition 
has helped students and their 
teachers to try out unbelievable 
recipes. For instance, one Mrs. 
Deborah Oladimeji, the Food and 
Nutrition teacher of Wellsprings 
College, felt it was an exciting 
challenge. “We went through 
some recipes and tried to create 
our own taking into cognizance 
the period of the meals”, she 
explained.

Excitement is therefore, 
palpable in the air as some 
participants one has interacted 
with are gearing up to smile 
home soon with prizes for their 
creative delicacies.

Housing for all: How to apply for the NHF loans (3)

Akhigbe Dominic Musa, 
Esq. /CEO,  PropertyLogic 
Incorporated/Business 
Coach &  Seminar Speaker/
Expert in Business & Property 
Law. / Email: propertylogic.
incorporated@gmail.com/www.
propertylogicincorporated.
com/+234-8034846284.

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

…continued from last edition.

1.  The property shall conform 
to the existing planning laws and 
regulations (approved building 
plan); the property for which the 
loan is sought is expected to con-
form to the legal requirements of 
the state in which it is located as 
well as other statutory regulations. 
Importantly, there has to be an 

Approved plan number for such 
property.

2.  The property shall possess 
sufficient value to recover the loan 
at incurable default. The property 
for which the loan is given must 
be of sufficient value. This is so to 
protect the funds against loss at the 
point where the loan is secured. The 
property if recovered in the event 
that the benefactor of the loan has 
failed to repay of flaunted the con-
ditions of the loan in a grave man-
ner must be capable of giving the 
Federal Mortgage Bank the value 
of the loan granted the Applicant 
when sold.

3.  A mortgage property shall 
be insured against hazards such as 
fire, flood and others; a property for 
which an NHF Loan is given must 
be covered by a valid insurance 
policy. Such policy must be such 
that can cover the investment of 
the investors.

4.  The loan shall be secured by 
first legal mortgage of the prop-
erty between the applicant and 
the mortgage loan originator and 
assigned to FMBN.

(v).The borrowing limit by the 
National Housing Funds:

The National Housing Funds 
loan has a limit of borrowing to a 
single applicant. The higher the 
amount, the higher the equity 
contribution by the applicant as 
shown below:

1.  A borrower is entitled to a 
maximum loan of fifteen million 
naira (N15, 000,000.00) or as deter-
mined by the Bank.

2.  No individual should be given 
a loan in excess of Ninety Percent 
(90%) of the cost or value of the 
property to be mortgaged. For 
example; if an applicant intends to 
buy a house for the price of Ten Mil-
lion Naira, the individual can only 
get Nine Million Naira maximum 
as loan from the NHF for same 
property.

3.  Equity contribution based on 
the new loan amounts is as follows:

a.  N15,000,000.00  -  30% De-
posit by Applicant

b.  N10,000,000.00  -  20% De-
posit by Applicant

c.     N5,000,000.00  -  10% De-
posit by Applicant

(vi).The NHF interest rate:
1.  Interest rate shall be as pre-

scribed by the National Housing 
Fund Act which is not more than 
Six Percent (6percent) yearly.

(vii)The NHF security for the 
loan

The maximum repayment pe-
riod shall be 30 years: The NHF 
loan can spread for up to thirty 
years (30). The individual Applicant 
taking the loan for thirty years 
must not be more than sixty years 
in before he terminates the loan. If 
he is to be above thirty years at the 
time of terminating payment; he is 
therefore, expected to take the loan 
for a period shorter than thirty.

1.  Individual borrower shall 
make repayment through the mort-
gage loan originator through which 
they obtained the loan: the repay-
ment of the loan is done through 
the Mortgage Loan Originator that 
packaged the loan. No individual 
applicant is allowed to make direct 
remittances to the Federal Mort-
gage Bank of Nigeria.

(viii) Affordability and offer:
Affordability test is conducted 

on the Applicant by a committee 
set at both the level of the Loan 
Applicator and the Federal Mort-
gage Bank. This is where your ap-
plication is critically examined and 
evaluated by this committee. Once 
an applicant passes the Afford-
ability test, he gets a loan approval. 
A letter is subsequently made to 
him by the Federal Mortgage Bank 
through the PMB. All the details of 
acceptance and repayment as well 
as the initial expectations from the 
applicant are set out in this offer 
Letter which the Applicant is ex-
pected to accept in writing. With 
this done, your dream of personal 
House ownership is through the 
National Housing Funds scheme 
finally realised.

The nutritional essence of milk
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When Etisalat disrupts telecoms youth market

I
n today’s marketplace, 
there are some essential 
keys which every brand 
must have in order to un-
lock the doors to the hearts 

of its consumers. Among these 
keys are differentiation, cus-
tomer experience, value and 
ability to indulge the senses. 
What this means is that a brand 
must be relevant and different 
from the rest so it can make a 
true connection with the con-
sumer.

The youth segment is one of 
such important consumer seg-
ments that every brand loves to 
connect with. There are certain 
things that define this market 
segment and they include ad-
venture, freedom of choice, ex-
pression, innate desire to hang 
out with peers, ability to iden-
tify and follow trends and an 
urge to share experiences.  

For the first time, telecom-
munications subscribers in 
Nigeria were literally ushered 
into the youthful era when 
Etisalat, an innovative and 
youth-friendly network in the 
country offered its youth seg-
ment customers the power of 
freedom to choose from a range 
of exciting bonus options with 
the revamped EasyCliq value 
proposition.

The introduction of the new 
EasyCliq proposition disrupted 
the telecom industry, which 
has been agog with packages 
offering largely restrictive ex-
periences. The Packages offered 
by different telecom operators 
typically pegged certain per-
centages of voice calls and data 
as bonuses or granted surplus 
for a fixed amount purchased 
by the subscriber.

That was the norm until 
Etisalat launched the new 
EasyCliq package with the 
ongoing #BreakFree cam-
paign, which has generated 

much interest among youths 
who are excited by the power 
of freedom the package of-
fers. Amongst many other ex-
citing features, the revamped 
EasyCliq gives subscribers 
the chance to choose from 
the following three bonus op-
tions: 250% bonus to call all 
networks; 350% bonus to call 
only Etisalat numbers; and 
100% bonus on data purchase 
between 50MB-500MB.

The package also comes with 
default features including 25k/s 
default tariff, 200MB for N100 
(one-off purchase) seven days 
validity; and one free SMS for 
every billed SMS. Customers 
who opt-in to the new Easy-
Cliq package will enjoy other 
benefits such as access to digi-
tal media services like Cloud 
9, football portal, games portal 
and video portal at a discount-
ed rate, as well as 250MB night 
plan from 12:00am to 5:00am at 
N50 valid for one night.

Etisalat introduced Easy-
Cliq with the #BreakFree 

campaign, an out-of-the box 
marketing campaign, which 
has created much buzz online 
and offline. Unlike typical 
product launches, where jour-
nalists are briefed at a press 
conference, or a roadshow, 
the #BreakFree campaign 
began rather subtly yet stra-
tegically engaging the media 
with organic messages that 
emphasized the theme of the 
campaign. There were flash 
mobs at Ikeja City Mall, Lagos 
and Jabi Mall, Abuja, which 
drew so much attention and 
passed the breakfree message 
completely unbranded, to the 
target audience. For about 
one week, Nigerians and in-
deed the media were left to 
guess and speculate about 
the meaning of the campaign, 
thus building anticipation 
among the target audience.

The widespread curios-
ity got served on February 23, 
when the revamped EasyCliq 
was unveiled also in an uncon-
ventional way: at a record 24-

hour #BreakFree party, which 
had hundreds of people danc-
ing from 12 noon that day till 
12 noon the next day, Friday, 
February 24. The entire es-
sence of the campaign was to 
urge people to break free from 
the things that limit and hinder 
them from actualizing their full 
potential, and to live outside the 
box – a message which reso-
nates strongly with the youth.

The #BreakFree campaign 
has, no doubt, been very im-
pactful because of its razor fo-
cus on the target – the youths. 
From the flash mobs to the 
party, youths were effectively 
engaged and the revamped 
EasyCliq was introduced to 
them. It was obvious that the 
campaign was a product of a 
deep research into the trends 
and expressions that drive the 
youth

Vice President, Marketing, 
Etisalat Nigeria, Adebisi Idowu, 
said the #BreakFree campaign 
was inspired by the need to 
encourage Nigerians to quit 
settling for less and embrace 
life with better options, which 
EasyCliq offers.

“We revamped EasyCliq 
and introduced the #Break-
Free campaign to urge people to 
break free from limitations and 
step into a world full of options 
by subscribing to EasyCliq. The 
campaign is also showing every 
one of us that we have the pow-
er and the freedom to express 
ourselves and choose our paths 
in life. This, exactly, is what the 
new EasyCliq represents – the 
power to choose,” he said.

Looking at the history of 
marketing campaigns by Eti-
salat, it is not surprising that 
Nigeria’s innovative telecom-
munications company took an 
unusual route to announce the 
new EasyCliq. Just last year, 
Etisalat thrilled Nigerians with 

the EasyFlex Evolution cam-
paign, which was launched 
with an interactive television 
commercial which featured 
British-Nigerian actor, Hakeem 
Kae-Kazim, and Nollywood 
star actress, Genevieve Nnaji, 
cast as special agents, styled af-
ter James Bond.

The commercial, which was 
deployed on YouTube, with 
special audio and video effects 
and engaging Youtube annota-
tions which like a video game, 
allows viewers to choose to 
view commercials for the two 
variants of the Easyflex pack-
age – Voice+ or Data+. It was 
the first-of-its-kind in Nigeria 
at that time.

The novelty of the EasyFlex 
Evolution campaign has re-
mained unrivalled and just like 
other unique Etisalat packages 
and services such as Cliqlite, a 
fun and interactive educational 
platform for kids and teens, and 
MyEtisalat, a self-service plat-
form where subscribers can 
do just about everything from 
checking their balance, usage, 
validity and other status to 
buying data or airtime, sending 
or borrowing airtime; opting in 
and out of services, and view-
ing, paying or downloading 
postpaid bills.

The #BreakFree campaign 
continues with several Nige-
rian celebrities coming out 
to tell inspirational stories of 
how they have broken-free 
from limitations to achieve 
success. The success of the Eti-
salat Easycliq campaign cannot 
be disputed. Many youths are 
joining the clique of winners by 
migrating to the new EasyCliq 
package. Any Etisalat subscrib-
er can select any of the three 
bonus options they prefer on 
the package.

Omole is a brand analyst 
based in Lagos

…with revamped EasyCliq

LG Electronics and  emergence of robotic technology

T
echnology as at today is 
evolving at really very 
fast pace leaving many 
manufacturers no op-

tion other than to move with 
the pace. Ever since the Luddites 
smashed their first loom mecha-
nization it has been putting 
people out of work; the process is 
speeding up accelerating all the 
time and the net wave could be 
crashing down, near you soon. A 
variety of new technologies are 
emerging on a daily basis with 
advanced robotics machines 
performing task that ordinarily 
requires the use of human brains 
to perform. While humanoid 
robotic butlers are still beyond 
our capabilities, exciting strides 
are being made in applying the 

power of robotics to meet daily 
household needs.

LG Electronics as a leading 
brand in the electronics market 
has once again proven that inno-
vation is the mother of all inven-
tion, with the LG Hom-Bot square 
which is ushering an array of 
smart cleaning devices. The new 
improved Hom-Bot, according 
to a statment is equipped with 
advanced deep learning technol-
ogy and has this unique feature 
of HomeView and HomeGuard 
which enables it to recognize 
any form of interference and au-
tomatically adjust itself accord-
ingly. Consumers will no doubt 
enjoy the less stressful process of 
cleaning the entire house with 
the aid of Hom-Bot square and 

the Lawn Mowing Robots.
A renowned Professor of 

economics, Richard Baldwin 
once predicted that “Hotel room 
in London could be cleaned by 
people driving robots sitting in 
Kenya or Buenos Aires or wher-
ever in the world”. The statement 
said. This is a clear indication 
that the world would someday 
be driven by advanced robotic 
technologies as we are presently 
witnessing the introduction of 
these innovative technologies in 
the market. We can find these 
devices in our homes, offices 
and public spaces. The advent of 
these devices would no doubt 
help in quickening the timely 
completion of task and also boost 
productivity.

Head of Corporate Marketing, 
LG Electronics West Africa oper-
ations,  Rajesh Agnihotri said in 
the statment: “For us in LG futur-
istic technology is here with us 
and that is why we have incor-
porated robotic mechanism into 
our designs for smarter homes, 
as well as up scaling existing 
products and also introduce 
newer ones that will meet the 
needs of our consumers”.

The aviation industry across 
the world are not left out, as 
they are experiencing dramatic 
intervention all thanks to the 
LG’s Airport Guide Robots which 
now applies advanced technol-
ogy to address challenges of air 
travel by drastically reducing 
time wasting. 

L-R: Adebisi Idowu, vice president, marketing, Etisalat Nigeria, presenting the star prize to 
winner of EasyCliq #Breakfree 24-hour Dance Challenge, Raymond Oluwafemi. With them 
is Adeolu Dairo, director, consumer segment, and Elvis Ogiemwanye director, brands and 
experience, both of Etisalat Nigeria during Etisalat Easycliq #BreakFree 24-hour Party in Lagos.

The availability of multiple brands to choose from increasingly places more power in the hands of the consumer and affirms the old 
saying that customer is king. Akinwole Omoie typifies how brands like Etisalat are positioning as the consumer’ smart choice.  



As BBNaija ends today, celebrities 
split over who wins star prize
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I
t has been eleven weeks of 
high-tempo emotions, strat-
egies, alliances, twists and 
creativity, as the number one 

reality show in Africa, Big Brother 
Naija, draws to a fever-pitch finale. 
Five housemates: TBoss, Bisola, 
Debie-Rise, Marvis and last-man 
standing, Efe, will slug it out today 
as a winner emerges this evening 
from the five housemates.

Interestingly, campaigns by 
fans have also entered another 
gear as celebrities and online 
personalities have identified with 
housemates of their choice and 
even expended personal resources 
to ensure their favourite choice 
wins the coveted prize. Comedian 
I Go Die, contributed N1million to 
support Efe, who he says is Warri 
and in the words of time-tested 
creed; ‘Warri no dey carry last’. 
The money is expected to be used 
by Efe’s supporters for recharge 
cards and data bundle to enable 

votes. It is looking like a two-horse 
race with Bisola having a chance 
from the outside.

Not so surprisingly, as the entire 
continent waits with bated breath 
to see who will be crowned win-
ner in the second edition of Big 
Brother Naija, politicians have also 
weighed in and are strongly show-
ing support for their own. Senator 
Ifeanyi Okowa, Governor of Delta 
State, has said the state is proud of 
Efe and stands solidly behind him 
as he races towards the winning 
post. Yahaya Bello, Governor, Kogi 
State has said concerted efforts are 
being made to give Debie-Rise as 
much support as needed. He said 
Kogi State is determined to stand 
by Debie-Rise.

The Rivers State government 
like its Kogi State counterpart has 
urged its citizens to support Mar-
vis, who is from Eleme in the State. 
A picture from an official govern-
ment circular was circulated on 
social media directing fans and 
the state to vote for Marvis. For 

OBINNA EMELIKE continuous voting. This bold move 
of putting his money where his 
mouth is may just give Efe the final 
push needed.

Aside from I Go Die, other ce-
lebrities supporting an Efe vic-
tory are Olamide, Basketmouth, 
Ali Baba, AY, Ice Prince, Seyi Law 
with his daughter Tiwa and KCee. 
Comments like ‘Based on logistics, 
Efe must win’ and the promise of 
recharge cards for TeamEfe voters 
to ensure Efe clinches the prize 
money is trending on social media. 
Even ex-housemates Bally, Bassey 
and Uriel are rooting for Efe. The 
hash tag #TeamEfe and #EfeNa-
tion is still trending

On the other hand, supporters 
of TBoss are not going to sleep. 
They have also revved up massive 
campaign as we countdown to 
Sunday for the final show. Celebri-
ties like Uti Nwachulwu, Beverely 
Osu, Linda Ikeji and Omosede 
Igbinedion, as well as, some of her 
die-hard fans, have used their so-
cial media accounts to canvass for 

TBoss, even though the Edo State 
governor is yet to make a categori-
cal statement, one of her strongest 
supporters from the state is Omo-
sede Igbinedion, Member, House 
of Representative. She campaigns 
for TBoss on her social media 
handle with the words ‘Support 
Made in Edo, Support TBoss’

Bisola hails from Ogun State. 
However, support is strong for 
her in Bayelsa where a huge bill 
board was erected in support of 
her. Being that her mother is form 
Bayelsa State; some individuals 
took it upon themselves to sup-
port Bisola whose mother is a 
daughter of the soil. Regardless of 
what the debates and arguments 
on social media are, your favourite 
housemate can only win if you 
vote. Incidentally, Biggie still has 
his bag of tricks and one wonders 
what tricks he has up his sleeves 
to rattle housemates as the show 
draws to a close. The continent 
waits for who wears the crown at 
this evening’s grand finale.

 

…Governors support their own



Motherland Beckons births 
Africa-Turkey music blend

M
otherland Beckons, an or-
ganisation dedicated to the 
promotion of Africa, has 
created Africa Turkey Mu-
sic Amalgamation (ATMA) 

through its Atunda Entertainment. The 
creation is in furtherance of its continent 
building project, which in recent time has 
seen it notched up significant partnerships 
with countries such as Cote Di’ Voire, Tan-
zania and Ghana.

Now the train of showcasing Africa 
talents and exposing its creative industries, 
tourism, art and craft, as well as, business 
opportunities, has anchored in Turkey with 
the birth of ATMA. The initiative was borne 
out of the spectacular and historic event 
staged in Turkey at the official opening of 
Africa Turkey Trade Centre (ATTC) office 
in Konya, Turkey early this year.

Prior to this event, Atunda Entertain-
ment, a Motherland Beckons’ activation 
noted for posting outstanding musical and 
theatrical productions and nurturing of 
budding talents to stardom, had a one-hour 
rehearsal with  some notable Turkish musi-
cians, this eventually led to a rendition of 
an admixture of the best of African and 
Turkish music.

The fantastic delivery got a 30-minute 
standing ovation from the distinguished 
audience, which had in attendance the 
president of MUSIAD, Wanle Akinboboye, 
founder of Motherland Beckons, and 35 Af-
rican ambassadors in Turkey, ably led by the 
dean of the diplomatic community in Tur-
key, the ambassador of Congo Democratic 
Republic. Following the acclaim and public 
demand, Atunda Entertainment decided on 
the creation of ATMA.
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 ATMA, a fusion of the best of African 
and Turkish music, will feature the best of 
both music delivered to the world in the 
unusual cosmopolitan manner as exempli-
fied by all the international acts of Atunda 
Entertainment, which include the stunning 
and acrobatic ARA (Thunder), a female talk-
ing drummer; velvet-voiced Adigun Olohun 
Iyo; gifted and astounding Olo Omidan Bata; 
and the delectable beauty queen, Anu Lady 
Ekwe.

 It is instructive to note that these acts 

were only unleashed to the entertainment 
world after a minimum of four years of rig-
orous training and grooming, and they gave 
good account of their grooming over these 
numbers of years in Konya for Turkey and 
representatives of Africa.

The group’s performance has since 
opened the door for deluge of invitations 
from Turkey and other European countries 
for a piece of the new found romance from a 
group of Turkish entertainment companies 

who are ready to market the new form of 
music across the world.

They have also been booked for the 
Africa Day celebration on May 25, 2017 in 
Ankara, Turkey. This annual activation that 
will feature musical acts from 54 African 
countries and the Diaspora, and will, no 
doubt, further unite Africa with Turkey, 
engender friendliness between both worlds 
and ultimately create wealth and global 
fame for emerging young acts.

Ford Foundation, GCA Energy, others back Nigerian pavilion at Venice Art 

N
igeria’s march towards his-
tory at Venice Biennale; the 
world’s most prestigious 
and storied contemporary 

visual art exhibition, is gathering 
momentum as more corporate bod-
ies, private foundations and well-
meaning individuals are backing 
the initiative. Ford Foundation, GCA 
Energy and Amaya Capital are among 
the growing list of sponsors with 

many more organisations indicating 
interest.

Ike Chioke, a member of the Project 
Steering Committee for Nigeria in 
Venice 2017, made the disclosure dur-
ing a stakeholder forum on Nigeria’s 
journey to Venice Biennale held in 
Lagos recently.  The event, which was 
hosted by Arthouse Contemporary 
Limited, had in attendance Godwin 

Obaseki, Governor of Edo State, who 
is going to be “The Commissioner” for 
the Nigerian Pavilion in Venice.

According to Chioke, “As aware-
ness of Nigeria’s debut participation 
at the biennale is increasing, so is the 
level of interest and support from 
corporates, NGOs and individuals. 
We are grateful to Ford Foundation, 
GCA Energy, Amaya Capital and 

several other corporate bodies and 
well-meaning individuals for their 
generous contributions towards the 
successful execution of the Nigerian 
pavilion.”

Venice Art Biennale is a defining 
platform where nations of the world 
showcase their art stars and seek to 
exert some level of socio-cultural in-
fluence. The increase in the number 
of participating countries from 59 in 
1999 to 89 in 2015 when the last edi-
tion was held, underbellies the impor-
tance of the international art fiesta.

About 30 countries, including the 
United States, United Kingdom, Japan 
and Germany have permanent pa-
vilions in Venice, and some African 
nations like Kenya, South Africa, 
Angola, Zimbabwe, Mauritius and 
Seychelles have been represented at 
one time or the other.

The Nigerian Pavilion will host 
the works of some of Nigeria’s most 
prominent contemporary artists, 
including Victor Ehikhamenor, a 
painter; Peju Alatise, a sculptor and 
Qudus Onikeku, a choreographer. 
The exhibition, curated by Adenrele 
Sonariwo and Emmanuel Iduma, will 
be centered on the theme ‘How About 
Now?’ and it opens to the public on 
May 13, 2017.



J
ust after releasing his new 
smash hit single, ‘Attracta’, 
Humblesmith embarked on 
a world tour that has made 

over nine countries groove to his 
new sound. The European tour has 
seen the talented singer perform 
on major and multiple stages in 
Hungary, Austria, Vienna, Czech 
Republic, Switzerland, Germany, 
Italy, Modena, Padova, Verona and 
Malta.

It is definitely the year of Hum-
blesmith. In 2017 alone, the high-life 
artiste has released back to back 
hits and remix of his hit singles 
to the delight of his fans. In some 
circle, Humblesmith is now highly 
regarded and this is seen in a recent 
public letter a fan wrote to him on 
social media.

European countries grooved to 
the new sound, ‘Attracta’ while 
also going gaga when his old hit, 
‘Osinachi’ is being performed. This 
is a testimony that good music never 
dies and this is what Humblesmith 

Humblesmith mesmerizes nine 
countries with Attracta,Osinachi
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ly. Major future performances get 
booked as these shows are ongoing; 
this has been the pattern at every 
stage the singer steps on to perform.

Reacting to the outpouring of love 
and emotions that Humblesmith’s 
‘Attracta’ and ‘Osinachi’ are getting 
in European countries, his record 
label boss, Bob Kelly Ovie Williams 
of Ntyze Entertainment said, “This 
is unexpected and unprecedented 
for a young artiste like Humble-
smith who is not even as big as the 
Davidos of this world yet. If I can 
borrow the words of Olamide, every 
performance was a hit back to back 
and this is why we seem to be hav-
ing people from other neighbouring 
countries and cities booking him for 
another show. It is the grace of God 
and we can only be grateful to God. 
My brother, the love has been mad”.

Humblesmith will be returning 
back fully to the country as soon as 
his tour is over.

Author: Evangelist 
Chichi Okungbowa
Publisher: House of Peace 
Publishing, Lagos, Nigeria
Pages: 84

T
he Woman as an Effective Tool 
in Transforming the Home is 
written by Evangelist Chichi 
Okungbowa, who is the presi-
dent of Excellent Women Chris-

tian Fellowship Worldwide. A trained 
Librarian, and married with children, she 
is the chief executive officer of Favic for 
Real Ventures, she recently ventured into 
Christian ministry work, with the mandate 
to raise excellent homes for God as her 
ministration is tailored towards the women 
(married and single).

The book, which was published by House 
of Peace Publishing, Lagos, Nigeria and re-
leased this March, is her first romance with 
the publishing world, a world she intends to 
remain part of for a long time as publication 
would form an integral part of her medium 
of outreach to her targeted audience bear-
ing in mind that she started her ministry 
from the social media platform (WhatsApp).

Made of 84 pages beside the dedication, 
acknowledgeable and forward pages, the 
book is written in lucid and simple prose, 
with an attractive and rhythmic flow, 
which makes it easy to read by any literate 
person and regardless of the person’s faith 
or religious background.

This is because the subject matter is an 
exciting one, which deals with the family 
or home but approached from the prism of 
a woman, who according to her, is entrusted 
with the onerous task of building the home 
and making it a perfect model for others; 
Home where the wife, husband and chil-

dren live in love, peace and harmony with 
themselves and their maker, God Almighty.

Divided into 12 chapters, the book is a 
departure from other Christian books or 
literature on marriage and the home, as her 
basic focus is on the woman. She makes the 
subject matter to come alive and distinct in 
that she approaches it from a personal angle.

 The narrative is rather a testimonial, as 
she through her life encounters and experi-
ences, brings to the fore how a woman, no 
matter how base she may have descended, 
can become a an effective tool for the trans-
formation of her home.

Given her practical experience, the 
woman is wired by God to play a critical 
role in the building and stability of the home 
but over times, many married women have 
abandoned this God given task and honour 
through carelessness and lack of sensitiv-
ity hence many homes are in disarray and 
tumour today.

Evangelist Chichi real encounters had 
transformed her to become an effective 
tool and now evangelist, devoted to raising 
beautiful homes for God, aptly shows that 
any woman, who understands the power of 
the woman and the position God has placed 
the woman in the home, can as well rise to 
the occasion.

That is indeed the central message and 
preachment of this book, which is that a 
woman does not need any other tool, be 
it material or immaterial, to transform her 
home into a blessed haven but rather work-
ing on herself, as she is the tool that God is 
counting on.

Besides, she has also widen the scope of 
her presentation by drawing copiously from 
the holy book (Bible) to draw home her point 
and also relate the practical examples of 

some women who have gone through the 
crucible and were able by the grace of God 
to save their lives and homes.

Also, she offers a number of useful nug-
gets and poems that are beautifully written 
and can help women build their homes. She 

BOOK REVIEW

ends her presentation in chapter 12 with 
series of prayer points that she recommends 
for the women to engage in daily so as to 
enhance their prayer lives and enjoy a closer 
relationship with God.

has stood for so far.
Humblesmith performed in Is-

tanbul, the capital of Turkey on 
March 25, 2017. After the event in 
Istanbul, he flew with his record 
label boss to Lagos to honour Gov-
ernor Akinwunmi Ambode’s invi-
tation. The man, who is also called 
the Golden Prince of Africa, took a 
short four days break from his tour 
to honour the Governor’s invita-
tion to perform on March 27th at 
the Lagos Neighbourhood Safety 
Corps (L.N.S.C) official launch at the 
Agege Stadium in Lagos State. The 
performance was electrifying as 
the artiste was seen moving from 
one end of the stadium to the other 
while ending his performance on 
stage with the Governor himself.

Getting back to the United King-
dom after the four days break, he 
performed in London and Leicester 
City. He will also be performing in 
Manchester on April 7, Sheffield on 
April 8, and Swansea on April 14 
and Scotland on April 15 respective-
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Campari Nigeria fetes distributors

C
ampari is not a drink for the faint 
hearted- that is what I discovered 
a few days ago, when I got a taste 
of the famous senator cocktail at 
the annual Campari Distributor 

Awards. The alcoholic drink liqueur, consid-
ered an aperitif obtained from the infusion of 
herbs and fruit is bitter, with its woody taste is 
not easily diluted even with sweet soda drinks 
like Sprite or Fanta.

The distributors award is an event where 
Nigeria’s rising status as a premium market 
for spirits was celebrated in high style, with 
invitees fabulously dressed in white and red, 
the colour code for the day.

It was a time to honour and encourage out-
standing distributors of the brand by Brian 
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Tekno is new Pepsi brand Ambassador

O
n a night already filled with fun and 
excitement, thousands of music lovers 
who thronged the Expo Centre of Eko 
Hotel and Suites Victoria Island, Lagos 

for the Pepsi Corporate Elite Concert 2017 tagged 
Pepsi Weekend Takeover witnessed the equiva-
lent of the coronation of a music king as Tekno, 
Nigerian singer and producer was unveiled as 
Pepsi Brand Ambassador.

The occasion was benefiting, the ambience 
cool as Tekno was welcomed into the Pepsi 
family in a blaze of glory: razzmatazz, fireworks 
while the audience cheered. They were ecstatic 
as Tekno came on stage for a brief performance.

Born Augustine Miles Kelechi to Nigerian 
parents, Tekno, the rising star in the global music 
stage now joins the rich Pepsi global brand am-
bassadors’ hall of fame which includes Michael 
Jackson, Janet Jackson, Beyoncé, Black Eyed 
Peas, Nicki Minaj, Britney Spears among others. 
This illustrious company also includes Nigerian 
music stars: Wikid, Tiwa Savage, Davido and 

Seyi Shay.
Most of the fans who witnessed the event 

commended Pepsi for the endorsement deal 
with Tekno saying that it is in recognition of 
the hard work and commitment of the artiste.

Tekno whose music  is enjoying critical acclaim 
both in Nigeria and abroad said he was delighted 
to join the Pepsi happy family and promised his 
fans “more music , Naija style” in the coming 
months and years.

It is worthy of note that Pepsi as a brand has 
remained consistent over the years in its sup-
port and sponsorship of initiatives to empower 
the Nigerian youth, making them achieve what 
they can especially in the entertainment  and 
sports industry.

The brand is also noted for its passion about 
developing talents that abound in Nigeria-like 
football-as the Pepsi Football Academy has been 
doing for the past 20 years. It is notable that the 
brands’ global aspiration, for many years has 
been to use soccer and music stars for their 
various marketing campaigns. 

Entertainment

Munro Limited, sole distributor of Campari 
in Nigeria. With a mock cocktail of Campari 
and an amazing life band churning out lovely 
tunes, the event took off to a nice start.

World renowned artiste and Campari Nige-
ria ambassador 2Baba kicked off the festivities 
with a scintillating rundown of his classic and 
latest hits before the eager audience; a select 
crowd of celebrities, marketers, customers 
and distributors at the Renaissance Hotel, 
Ikeja GRA, Lagos, while TEE-A delivered 
his signature rib-cracking humour over the 
course of the evening, a most interesting 
compere indeed.

Paul Wilson, Managing Director, Brian 
Munro said: “Our remarkable brand has 
the distinction of being complemented by 
remarkable marketers and distributors, who 
have worked tirelessly despite the biting 

of Beer and Campari—proved a perennial 
favourite.

Rilwan Shofunde, Campari Brand Manager 
said the trend was a consequence of prior stra-
tegic moves to broaden Campari’s consumer 
base. “In November 2016 we hosted Nigeria’s 
first ever cocktail festival, where prominent 
mixologists showcased their skills.

“Since then, we’ve seen a rise in consump-
tion of the Campari Senator, in particular, 
which is why it is the highlight of tonight’s 
celebrations. Accordingly, the dress code 
chosen for the event was the traditional “Sena-
tor” outfit.” Attendees did not disappoint, with 
media practitioners, distributors and socialites 
showcasing the rich cultural context behind 
the Campari Senator cocktails in their attires 
of choice. Notable personalities in attendance 
included 2Baba, Tee-A, Kelly Handsome 
among others

recession witnessed in 2016”
Nigeria is one of over 190 countries across 

the globe where Campari is distributed, with 
the distinctive, vibrant red alcoholic liqueur 

renowned for being the base of some of the 
world’s most famed cocktails. Guests at the 
Campari Distributors Award were no differ-
ent, as the Campari Senator cocktail—a mix 
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And the ladies have the stage
Entertainment

N
igerian women are breaking 
boundaries and shattering 
myths in every sector of the 
economy, and entertain-
ment is not left out; they are 

increasingly occupying the front role, 
from media, music to movies; pushing 
inspiring careers as actors, musicians, 
broadcasters, entrepreneurs, managers, 
and thinkers.

In recognition of this, Nigerian Enter-
tainment Conference has, since inception 
in 2013, encouraged female participation 
at different levels in the most important 
panels- from Omotola, Funke Akindele, 
Seyi Shay, Gbemi, Tosyn Bucknor, and 
Kemi Adetiba, to Nkiru Njoku, Ojoma 
Ochai,  Lamide Akintobi, Mo’ Abudu, 
Joke Silva, TY Bello, Yetunde Babaeko, 
and more.

NECLive has over the years featured 
some of the most promising, and most 
prominent women, doing amazing work 
capable of catapulting the creative indus-
try to lofty heights. As the conference 
enters year five, organisers say even more 
women have signed up for participation, 
as speakers, panellists, and moderators.

This year’s list includes Nigerian Pop 
singer Tiwa Savage, 2010 Project Fame 
winner and hit maker Chidinma Ekile, 
broadcaster and vlogger Toke Makinwa, 
widely decorated actor Kemi Lala Akin-
doju, award-winning actress Adesua 
Etomi, showbiz leader Chichi Nwoko, 
City FM CEO, Doja Allen, and many more.

Nigerian international singer Tiwa Sav-
age is the first female panellist to become a 
lead speaker at the annual event and she 
is expected to the give a keynote speech 
this year. Tiwa has released two albums 
in a career spanning 21 years, and also 
known for many solo and joint hit songs, 
including Kele Kele love, Eminado, My 
Darling and Standing Ovation. She will 
join other speakers to discuss this year’s 
theme, ‘It’s time for Africa’.

Toke Makinwa, radio personality, televi-
sion host, vlogger, and bestselling author. 
She is popularly known for co-hosting 
The Morning Drive on Rhythm 93.7 FM, 
her YouTube vlog series Toke Moments 
and a book she recently authored, “Onbe-
coming”.  A graduate from the University 
of Lagos, Toke is known for her charm and 
alluring countenance.

Chidinma Ekile is a singer-songwriter, 
recording artist and stage performer. In 
2010, she rose to stardom after winning 
the third season of Project Fame West 
Africa.  Following the release of the music 
video for her “Emi Ni Baller” single, she 
became the first female musician to peak 
at number 1 on the MTV Base Official 
Naija Top 10 chart. She released her first 
solo single “Jankoliko” in 2011, featuring 
Sound Sultan and won Best Female West 
African Act at the 2012 Kora Awards.

Kemi ‘Lala’ Akindoju is a fast rising ac-
tor, drama instructor, casting director and 
producer.  She started her acting career 
in 2005 from stage performance before 
venturing into feature films. She won an 
Africa Magic trailblazer award for her role 
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…Tiwa Savage, Toke Makinwa, Adesua Etomi, others billed to speak at NEC 2017
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in the film adaptation of Dazzling Mirage. 
Kemi was part of the team of actors se-
lected to perform at the Theatre Royale 
Stratford East as part of the cultural events 
at the cultural Olympiad during the Lon-
don 2012 Olympics.

Adesua Etomi is an actress who in 2014 
starred in her first feature film, ‘Knock-
ing on Heaven’s Door’. She won the Best 
actress in the drama award category at 
the 2016 Africa Magic Viewer’s Choice 
Awards for her role in ‘Falling’.

Chichi Nwoko, CEO of HEY What’s ON? 
a New York and Lagos based production, 
marketing and multi-media consulting 
firm. She is a recipient of the 2016 Africa 
Magic Viewer’s Choice Awards for her 
role as a producer in the feature Film 
‘Road To Yesterday,’ Her achievements 
have been recognized by numerous or-
ganizations and media, including Forbes 
Africa Magazine and The National As-
sociation of Black Female Executives in 
Music and Entertainment (NABFEME) in 
New York who named her as an “Execu-
tive to Watch”.

Doja Allen, one of Nigeria’s distin-

guished entrepreneurs who have shown 
doggedness and brilliance in her field. 
She is the M.D of City 105.1 FM and City 
Media Academy. She graduated from the 
University of Ibadan, in Mathematics 
after which she proceeded to the United 
Kingdom for her Masters in Business and 
Information Technology at Arston Uni-
versity, Birmingham. She worked for the 
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
as an accountant and a highly respected 
telecommunications agency in the UK 
before relocating back to Nigeria.

 This impressive roll call will be present 
at #NECLIVE5 to talk about how they 
have built careers and share their stories 
with the world. Now in its fifth year, 
NECLive is the umbrella conference for 
the entertainment industry in Nigeria, 
providing an opportunity for strategic 
discussions, and a marketplace for ideas, 
products and services.

 The organisers say this year’s edition 
will focus on how Nigerian entertain-
ment, and indeed entertainment from 
Africa is finding renewed favour with 
fans at home and the world over.

 But the diverse entertainment industry 
is still struggling. The structure to rip the 
dividend of the boom continues to lie 
comatose. From weak government poli-
cies to unsustainable business models, it 
appears we have lots of work to do, if 
we are to benefit from what’s coming in 
significant ways. It could indeed be time 
for Africa. But what does this mean for 
the industry players? What do we need 
to know or do? And how can we make 
sure we do not collectively miss this op-
portunity?

 Has the time come for Africa to provide 
entertainment for the major percentage 
of the world’s 7 billion people? They say 
we tell a different kind of story in Af-
rica; we have a rare, peculiar sound. And 
they’re buying it from America to London 
and Singapore. Back home, the booming 
youth populations are also more inter-
ested in local content like never before. 
From Iroko to Mavin and Africa Magic, 
the numbers show audiences on the 
continent are increasingly embracing our 
creativity; millions are choosing their own 
local entertainment over the imported.



Life&Living

Jumoke Akiyode
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Jumoke Akiyode. A 
while ago, I was listening to a conversa-
tion between two people on radio and 
one of them was complaining about 
just how expensive clothes are. “It 
really is expensive to look good,” she 

said. And I thought to myself, ‘imagine life without 
clothes?’ If we did not have to dress up and look 
good for others to see and admire how we look, 
would there be anything like jealousy, hate or envy? 
Would people be killing themselves by buying 
accessories and clothing items that they obviously 
cannot afford just to ‘belong’? Or would we just be 
living as carelessly and freely as animals if there 
was nothing like clothes?

Let’s rewind time to the days of Adam and Eve 
in the Bible. Remember that they only started 
covering themselves in shame when they sinned 
against God. So that answers the question. There 
would have been no shame, jealousy, envy and the 
others if we had a life without clothes because that 
would have meant that there was no sin from the 
beginning. Get it? How wonderful would that have 
been? I can only imagine.

Yes we all know that clothing is important 
because it reflects an individual’s culture, person-
ality and preferences. People can use clothing to 
enhance their personal appearance and protect the 
body from extreme temperatures and elements in 
various climates but apart from these reasons, it is 
important to be more cautious about your appear-
ance as people often form first impressions based 

on what a person wears.
Have you ever heard this cliche, “looking good is 

good business”? well its undoubtedly true as fashion 
designers and beauticians are cashing out more than 
ever these days.

“I have never seen anyone consciously making 
an effort to look bad. Even the people who seem a 
bit carefree still want to look nice and presentable. 
Believe it or not, Nigerians judge people a lot by the 
way the person looks,” Moni Fajobi, a Lagos based 
fashion designer tells BDSunday.

Historically, it is believed that the invention of 
clothing is one of the important factors that made 
migration possible as findings have shown that 
clothes appeared some 70,000 years before humans 
started to migrate north from Africa into cooler cli-
mates. Without a way of covering up to shield their 
bodies from cold, they probably would have had to  
stay in the warmer climate of Africa.

Countless scenarios have also proven that you 
have to dress the way you would like to be ad-
dressed. So it goes without saying that if you dress 
like a thug, you are more likely than not to be treated 
as a thug. Some say it is sad that an individual should 
be judged by his mode of dressing but that’s just 
our sad reality.

So ladies and gentlemen, please make the extra 
effort to dress appropriately, fit for the occasion and 
look good, because sadly, we do not live in a world 
without clothes. We can only imagine!

If the shoe fits…

I
’m sure we have all heard the popular say-
ing, ‘if the shoe fits, wear it’. In literal terms, 
you are thinking (duh) of course I’ll wear the 
shoes if I like them and they fit me feet. It’s 
only normal right? But the saying is actually 

an idiomatic expression that means if something 
has all the characteristics of a thing, then it most 
likely is that thing. An example will be, someone 
saying “Everybody keeps calling me a bully” and 
then someone replies, “Well, if the shoe fits”.

According to phrases.org.uk, the phrase 
means that if a description applies to you, then 
accept it.

“This expression is often used when some-
thing derogatory is said about a person who then 
complains to a third party. The third party, if they 
agree with the original negative comment, might 
suggest “If the shoe fits, then wear it”.

However, in this article, I’d like to focus on its 
literal meaning, as I am writing on knowing the 
right shoes to wear for your particular kind of 
feet, the occasion, and the length of time a shoe 
can be worn.

A lot of people seem to think that because 
they wear a particular size of shoes and these 
shoes are their size, then it’s perfect for them. No 
dear, that is so wrong. Different people have dif-
ferent forms and shapes of feet and so, not every 
shoe that is your size is good for you to put on.

Here’s how to know what shoes work best 
for you;

Wide feet: Having wide feet does not neces-
sarily mean that you have big feet. You can be a 
European size 38/ UK 5 and have wide feet. Every 
wide footed lady will know the struggle of forc-
ing your feet into impossibly narrow but beauti-
ful shoes. This is really dangerous as it can deform 
your feet, giving you ugly looking corn as well 
as being very uncomfortable and painful too. 
So make sure you buy shoes specifically made 
for ‘wide feet’. A lot of shoe shops have started 
including this in their collection, and indicated 
with ‘W’; 8W. It is also important to know the 
type of wide feet you have, either flat wide feet, 
high arched wide feet or bulgy bunion wide feet 
so that you can get the right support from your 
shoes.Work shoes: A lot of ladies get this totally 
wrong. The shoes you wear for a night out with 
the ladies at the club are not appropriate for work. 
I see some ladies wear stripper heels to work and 
I’m thinking “did you miss your way?” If you 
are going to wear heels to the office because it 
makes you look and walk smarter, then make 
sure they’re mid heel, comfortable court shoes. 
They should be as formal looking as possible, 
with subtle colour tones and no unnecessary 
flamboyant designs or decorations.

Open toe shoes/ sandals: Open toe/peep 
toe shoes and sandals look fabulous on well 
pedicured feet. If your toe nails are chipped and 

horrible looking , with heels of your feet dry and 
cracked, then you should not be caught wearing 
sandals, sling backs or open toe shoes. This is 
because they are very painful to look at; a lady’s 
feet are supposed to be appealing to look at. So if 
they are not, do well to cover them up.

Comfy shoes: Now this is relative. What feels 
comfortable on my feet might not necessarily 
be comfortable for you. This is because, as I said 
earlier, people have different types and shapes of 
feet. If I have high arched feet, totally flat shoes 
might be uncomfortable for me. Also, the type 
of support that my body weight needs might 
make it either more or less comfortable for me 
to wear thin heeled shoes. A big/plus size lady 
might feel more comfortable in block heels and 
platforms, as this would provide more support 

to her body weight. If you are going to stand for 
long hours in a music concert or walk around 
town shopping, I’ll advice you to wear your most 
comfortable shoes.

Try on your shoes: People tend to think that 
once they know their shoe size, the can buy 
shoes from any store and it’ll be fine. Well, that 
is wrong. It is important to always try on shoes 
and even take a few steps around the shop before 
making a purchase. This is because different shoe 
shops have different styles and shoes are made of 
different materials- Leather for example expands 
after a few wears. Also, the climate condition in 
different countries can either enlarge or reduce 
your feet. For example, my feet tend to swell 
after a long flight and cold weather swells it 
even more.

Imagine life without clothes



TheWorshippers
‘Without events of Easter, 
our Christian faith would 
have been questionable’

Today is Palm Sunday, what does it 
signify in Christendom?

P
alm Sunday to Christians sig-
nifies the triumphant entry of 
Jesus Christ into Jerusalem, the 
week before his crucifixion, and 
the resurrection story. For many 

Christian churches, Palm Sunday, often 
refers to as ‘Passion Sunday’, marks the be-
ginning of holy weeks, which concludes 
on Easter Sunday.

Easter is about Christ’s sacrifice for His 
church; is the church in Nigeria keeping 
up to this example in the light of current 
happenings in the country?

Yes, the Catholic Church is keeping 
up to this example. The current happen-
ings in Nigeria are multi-dimensional and 
some critical. It might help to know which 
of them you are referring to, is it the re-
cession, the killings, the kidnappings? Be 
that as it may, it is proper to note that the 
Catholic Church over the years has been 
part of the joys and sorrows, the successes 
and pains of the nation. Indeed, nothing 
genuinely human fails to raise an echo 
in the hearts of the followers of Christ 
(The Church in the Modern World, No. 
1). Whoever dares, the Church dares (2 
Corinth 10:17). Whoever is Nigerian, the 
Church is Nigerian. And when Nigeria 
is betrayed, the Catholic Church is be-
trayed. This is the clear and firm stand of 
the Catholic Church in Nigeria.

What does Easter signify for Chris-
tians?

Easter Sunday for Christians signifies 
the resurrection story of the Lord. Chris-
tians believe, according to Scripture, that 
Jesus came back to life, or was raised from 
the dead, on the third day of his death on 
the cross. As part of the Easter season, 
the death of Jesus Christ by facts about 
Jesus crucifixion is commemorated on 
Good Friday, always the Friday just be-
fore Easter. Through his death, burial, and 
resurrection, Jesus paid the penalty for 
sin, thus purchasing for all who believe in 
him eternal life. Without the event of Eas-
ter, our Christian faith would have been 
questionable. That shows the importance 
and the relevance of the Easter event and 
mystery to our Christian life. Easter and 
Christmas, the Nativity and the Resurrec-
tion are the two most important Christo-
logical events in the life of the Christian.

In all of these, what role should the 
church play in nation building?

It is the mandate of the Church to build. 
The mandate to build the Kingdom of God. 
This does not only have spiritual manifes-
tation but also physical implications and 
the benefits are to both ‘citizens’ of the 
Kingdom and those outside. Therefore, it 
should be said that the building of King-
dom of God is by implication the building 
of our nation. The Church has a man-
date to build a nation that is blessed and 
is a blessing to nations of the world. This 
mandate the church carries out in various 
ways: by her proclamations, teachings, ad-
vocacies and most times being the voice of 
the voiceless in cases of injustice, bad gov-
ernment, and discrimination.

 Some people argue against Christians 
going into politics; what is your position 
on this?

Christians are enlisted in the army of 

the Lord, with a call to win the world for 
Christ. They are thus obligated to fix up 
this world, or to repair social inequities. 
Christians and by implication Catholics 
are called upon to join politics. Happily, 
we have a remarkable number of Chris-
tians in politics. The Christians know 
that Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of 
lords expects His followers to work for His 
Kingdom to come here on earth as it is in 
heaven. This is an obligation, especially for 
those whom God has given the gift of lead-
ership. The parables of the talents and of 
the judgment (Mt.25) are full of warnings 
for us in this regard.

Nigerian politics is dirty. So then good 
Christians must move in and clean it up. 
If the atmosphere is bitter, we are the salt 
of the earth that should spread sweetness 
and gentleness. When Christians enter 
politics in the right spirit, to serve God and 
the nation, to defend the truth and protect 
the oppressed, to ensure justice and fight 
dishonesty, then shall we have a new poli-
tics purged of all bitterness, greed, corrup-
tion and deception.

The time has indeed come for Chris-
tians to stand up and fight the battle of Je-
sus the Lord. Let us identify the veritable 
enemy of Christ: the devil and his agents 
of greed, hatred, and oppression. Our ob-
jective can be no less than that of Christ, 
the salvation of our nation and that of the 
whole world.

How best can the church reach people 
who do not believe in the gospel?

Build relationships. Jesus was deeply 
relational, and it seems he liked relation-
ships with people outside the ‘church’ 
more than he liked hanging around people 
inside the ‘church’. Christians are encour-
aged to get involved in their kids schools, 
to play sports in a community league, to 
get to know their neighbours. Pick a few 
key ministries and do them well. We en-
courage people to serve on Sundays and 
be in community groups more frequently. 
Salt only realises its purpose if it gets out 
of the box and into the food it needs to 
season. You cannot influence people you 
do not know and meet either physically or 
through any of the other media.

Ralph Okechukwu Madu

Rev. Fr. Ralph Okechukwu Madu, secretary-general, Catholic 
Secretariat of Nigeria (CSN), in this interview with SEYI JOHN 
SALAU spoke on the essence of Easter in Christendom and roles 
the church should play in nation’s building. Excerpt:
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T
he General Superintendent of the 
Deeper Christian Life Ministry, 
Pastor William Folorunsho Ku-
muyi, has assured all would-be 

participants at the church’s national Easter 
retreat of God’s special empowerment to 
conquer life challenges in these perilous 
times.

Pastor Kumuyi, who expressed opti-
mism that the power that raised Jesus 
Christ from the dead would liberate par-
ticipants from all manner of bondage in 
their lives, announced that the event 
with the theme, ‘Conquering with the 
Crucified King’ would take place from 
Thursday, April 23 to Sunday, April 26, 
2017 at the Deeper Life Conference Cen-
tre (DLCC) on KM 48, Lagos-Ibadan Ex-
pressway.

According to the cleric, the programme 
would take place simultaneously in all the 
state, region and local government camp 
grounds within Nigeria, other locations in 
Africa and beyond.

In a statement signed by the Church 
Secretary, Pastor Jerry Asemota, the 
General Superintendent assured that 
just as Christ conquered death and all his 
enemies when he declared “it is finished” 
on the cross of Calvary, even so shall all 
participants have their life challenges 
torn asunder and uprooted at the retreat.

“We live in perilous times, when societ-
ies are filled with cries of agony, stories of 
anguish, terror, sadness and of hopeless-
ness; when frustration is driving many 
people to take their own lives; when 
people are having their expectations and 
hopes dashed; miseries and confusion 
have become the order of the day, and gov-
ernments of many countries have come to 
a crossroads.

“It has become clear to many people 
that there is no solution from man. We 
hear about kidnapping, assassinations, 
bare-faced wickedness, and we experi-
ence insecurity and extreme poverty. The 
world at best is in turmoil. These are the 
fulfillments of the scriptures. But we are 
not alarmed because, Christ our mighty 

Kumuyi urges members, others to conquer 
with Christ as Deeper Life holds retreat

Captain declared with a loud voice on the 
cross of Calvary that ‘it is finished’. We have 
nothing to fear,” Pastor Asemota said.

According to him, “the theme of this 
year’s Easter Retreat, like others before 
it, has been carefully thought out and 
thought through given the goings on 
around the globe as I have already listed. 
What this retreat means to us as mem-
bers of the church is to withdraw from 
the hustling and bustling of the society 
for spiritual rearmament. This is be-
cause, no one can be triumphant in this 
sin-filled and challenging world without 
divine empowerment. Again, for visi-
tors, the retreat would help them to dis-
cover themselves and then realise that 
by strength shall no man prevail. The 
retreat promises to be a time of refresh-
ing for both old and new, members and 
non-members alike.”

Addressing Nigerians in particular, the 
Church Secretary urged them to “look up 
to Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our 
faith”, particularly at a time the country is 
passing through one of its worst moments 
since Independence.

“The point at which we are in the coun-
try demands divine intervention. That 
may not be quick in coming unless we 
all intercede for Nigeria and resolve to do 
things in a better, different way. It is un-
fortunate that some people believe that 
taking their own lives was the best way 
out of their challenges, but it is a hopeless 
end. The only way out of man’s miseries 
is in Christ Jesus, hence, we urge one and 
all to join us as we celebrate the conquer-
ing power of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ,” he said.

The retreat, the statement added, would 
be streamed live via satellite from DLCC 
to other centres in Nigeria, Africa, Europe, 
America and other continents of the world 
where the church has presence.

“Like the previous editions, the event 
will meet the diverse needs of participants, 
as testimonies of supernatural deliverances 
have always been a common place at the 
event,” the release stated further.

G
overnor Okezie Ikpeazu of Abia 
State has reaffirmed his adminis-
tration’s commitment to continue 
to serve the people of Abia State 

with sincerity and humility.
The Governor made the assertion, Fri-

day, while hosting officials of the Evan-
gelical Church Winning All (ECWA)-led by 
Jeremiah Gado, president of the Church, 
on a courtesy call on him at the Govern-
ment lodge, Aba.

The Governor appreciated their visit 
and commendations on the ongoing proj-
ects in the State and promised to continue 
to serve the people with the fear of God.

In his words, “We will continue to lead 
in the most transparent manner. We will 
continue to put our people ahead and be-
fore us.

“We feel encouraged that our little ef-
forts are being noticed. We cannot claim 
that we have done all that we need to do, 
however we pray that God will continue 
to lead us, provide for us and give us the 
mind to stand for the less privileged”.

He commended the church for contrib-
uting to the development of the State and 
country, through the provision of schools, 
clinics and guest houses.

‘I’ll continue to serve the 
people with the fear of God’

“Infrastructure is what we need most 
now in Abia -be it road, hospitals or schools.  

He also assured the ECWA delegation of 
the readiness of the State Government to 
support it in rebuilding damaged churches 
in the North-East, especially poor rural 
churches.

Gado had earlier explained that they 
were in the State lodge to invite the Gov-
ernor to the commissioning of a new guest 
house, built by the Church in Aba, the com-
mercial hub of Abia State, as well as pray 
for the people of the State.

According to him, “we have come for 
two reasons-to commission the guest 
house in Aba, one of its kind in the East and 
secondly to pray for the sons and daugh-
ters of the State, because without prayer 
we can do nothing, without faith in God 
we will misuse the offices that we occupy”.

He observed that Abia has produced 
excellent sons and daughters, who have 
contributed to the progress of Nigeria and 
urged the Governor to continue to rule 
with righteousness.

He commended the Governor’s efforts 
at providing infrastructure in the State, es-
pecially roads and the proposed flyover at 
Osisioma Ngwa, stressing that ECWA is a 
holistic church that ministers to the heart 
as well as prepare people for heaven.

GODFREY OFURUM



E
ve r y  s t r u g g l e  i n 
my life has shaped 
me into the person 
I am today and I’m 
thankful  for  the 

go o d upbringing I  had. It 
helped prepare me for the 
world ahead of me. My dad 
always said it ’s  not what 
parents do for their chil-
dren but what they have 
taught them to do for them-
selves that will make them 
suc c essful  human b eings 
and he was certainly right 
about that.

My name is Nora Daniel 
(not real name) and I was 
born 26 years ago. I’m the 
l a s t  i n  a  f a m i l y  o f  fo u r 
children and that made me 
the ‘baby’ of the house. By 
that many would think I 
was pampered but I wasn’t. 
I  had a strict  upbringing 
with my father who was 
the manager at one of the 
n o t ab l e  b a n k s  t h at  t i m e 
but my mother who owned 
t h e  b i g g e s t  s u p e r m a r ke t 
around our vicinity then 
was not so hard on us.

One of the things my dad 
did that angered us so much 
then was his style of ration-
ing everything. He would 
give you a biro and expect 
you to  return the empty 
tube or the ‘refil’ to him in 
exchange for a new one. We 
were not allowed to chew 
our pen covers or make the 
pen look rough. Even when 
we cried that the biro was 
stolen,  he never l istene d 
and in such cases, my mum 
always came to our rescue.

However, my dad always 
ensured that this help came 
once in a blue moon. Also, 
our books always returned 
i n  g o o d  s h a p e  a n d  t h e y 
were always shelved for the 
younger ones to use.

W e  m e a s u r e d  a l l  t h e 
fo o d  i t e m s  i n  t h e  h o u s e 
from garri to b eans,  ric e, 
etc. Waste was a taboo and 
anyone caught throwing 
away fo o d was in for big 
trouble. So, we always made 
sure we had a clean plate, 
no leftovers.

I  was  in  JSS2 and was 
g o i n g  b a c k  t o  b o a r d i n g 
school and as always, I had 
to make a list of the things 
I would need in school. My 
dad looked at the list and 
with his pen; he asterisked 
some items and handed the 
list back to me.

“Tell  the driver to take 
you to the market not your 
mother’s supermarket. The 

items are cheap er in the 
o p e n  m a r ke t .  B u y  t h o s e 
items I marked, you don’t 
ne e d the rest .  Don’t  for -
g e t  t h e  r e c e i p t  a n d  m y 
b a l a n c e ,’ ’  my  d a d  w o u l d 
sternly warn.

I glanced at the list and 
walked away. He not only 
altered the list but he also 
chos e cheap er brands for 
m e  w h i c h  h e  s a i d  w e r e 
equally good.

‘‘You have to learn how 
t o  m a n a g e ,  y o u  m i g h t 
need it someday,’ ’  my dad 
chipped in.

M y  y o u n g  m i n d  t h e n 
could not figure out what 
m y  d a d  w a s  t r y i n g  t o 
a c h i e v e  w i t h  a l l  t h e s e . 
Why give us so little when 
we asked for everything? 
S o m e t i m e s ,  m y  m o t h e r 
stepped it but my dad al-
ways told her that he was 
preparing us for the world.

“What if everything we 
have goes down the drain 
tomorrow? I’m raising my 
children to be able to sur-
vive in difficult times too. 
The world out there is very 
tough,” my dad replied.

To everyone that knew 
us so well, my dad was not 
only str i ct  but  s t i n gy as 
wel l .  Our  c ousins  rarely 
spent holidays at our place 

because of my dad and we 
had fewer friends too.

“I wonder what he spends 
his salary on. The bank does 
everything for him from 
house rent to medical bills 
and even that his driver,’’ I 
overheard Uncle Andy, my 
dad younger brother say to 
his friend who had accom-
panied him to our house.

In  al l  honesty,  he  was 
all that but he never toyed 
with our education. My dad 
could buy us any book irre-
spective of the price, that’s 
the only time he does not 
hold back his money. Every 
other purchase at home was 
done in moderation.

It was only when my dad 
die d that  we understo o d 
b e t t e r.  My  re l at i ve s  h a d 
their eyes on my dad’s prop-
erty. They told us to vacate 
the house and handover all 
that belonged to my father 
to them simply because my 
mother did not have a son 
as if that was her fault.

The sad thing was that 
my dad never had a will 
b e caus e he didn’t s e e his 
death coming. His children 
were still young, all in sec-
o n d a r y  s c h o o l  w h e n  h e 
died. He wasn’t sick; he just 
slept and never woke up. 
Although, my dad’s siblings 

accused my mum for having 
a hand in his death, autopsy 
proved them all wrong. The 
result showed my dad died 
of hypertension.

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  m y  d a d 
was lowered down in the 
grave, his relatives feast-
e d on his  prop erty.  They 
drove us out of the house 
and took possession of ev-
e r y t h i n g .  I t  w a s  d o ub l e 
trage dy for us losing my 
dad and all we had. Even 
in the mood of mourning, 
m y  m o t h e r  fo u g h t  w i t h 
the little strength she had 
but there is a limit to what 
one person can overcome 
especially when in battle 
with so many people.

It was a trying time for 
my entire family but my 
dad had already trained us 
for that day. All we needed 
at that moment was to put 
w h at  w e  l e a r n t  i n t o  a c -
t ive us e .  While  we trie d 
to adjust to our new life in 
our one ro om apartment, 
we watche d my relatives 
especially Uncle Andy and 
his family, feed fat on my 
dad’s hard earne d money 
without bothering to find 
out how we were coping.

We had to pay for rent, 
s cho ol fe es and all  thos e 
things that we enjoyed for 

We thought our Dad was wicked, today, 
we’re enjoying his strict training

free and now, with limited 
i n c o m e .  My  mu m’ s  s t o re 
was gone since it is part of 
the house we lived. Uncle 
Andy’s wife took over the 
store after we were pushed 
out and she inherited ev-
erything inside as well.

Things  got  s o  bad at  a 
point that my eldest sister 
h a d  t o  h aw k  s a c h e t  w a -
ter but my mother always 
made sure we were home 
on time and we never went 
to secluded areas.

One after the order, we 
got admission to study dif-
ferent courses in the uni-
ve r s i t y.  My  e l d e s t  s i s t e r 
s a i d  s h e  w a n t e d  t o  b e  a 
m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  a n d  s h e 
made that happen, the sec-
ond took after my dad’s pro-
fession, the third a nurse 
but I wanted to be a lawyer.

My mum and sisters were 
taken aback when I  told 
them I was dumping engi-
neering for law. I was good 
in  s cienc es  but  after  my 
dad died and everything we 
went through, I told myself 
I was going to fight to get 
back all he worked to build. 
I was going to their camp 
t o  f i g h t  t h e m  a n d  I  w a s 
certain I would beat them 
hands down.

W e  s t r u g g l e d  t h ro u g h 
school, selling all the ‘sell-
ables’ that were needed on 
campus. We sold hair ex-
tension, books, fairly-used 
clothes,  stationeries,  and 
etc.  We to ok from retail-
e r s  a n d  p a i d  a f t e r  s a l e s . 
We also made hair which 
racked in more money than 
the other things we did but 
we always made time for 
studies.

As  s o on as  I  b e came a 
lawyer, I went back for my 
relat ives  but  this  t ime,  I 
saw them in a sorry state. 
Just like a policeman whose 
‘cursed’ money makes their 
life wors e-off in the end, 
those relatives of mine that 
p ut  u s  t h ro u g h  s o  mu c h 
pain and anguish then were 
poorer than they were be-
fore they laid their filthy 
hands on our property.

The hard times I  fac e d 
only made me stronger.  I 
learnt  that  struggles  are 
necessary in order to sur-
vive in life because in order 
to  stand up,  you have to 
know what falling down is 
like. Looking back, I know 
my good upbringing played 
a key role in whom I have 
b e c ome to day and I  have 
my dad (of blessed memory) 
to thank for his pric eless 
gift.

CHINWEABGEZE
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L-R Founder, Leading Ladies Africa; Francesca Uriri, Head, Strategic Communications and Media, Union Bank; Omotola 
Oyebanjo, Keynote Speaker & Founder, WISCAR, Amina Oyagbola; and Founder Leap Africa/Co-Founder AACE Foods; 
Ndidi Nwuneli, at the Leading Ladies Africa 100 Women Gala, held in Lagos.

Bisola Borha: A detailed event planner

When it comes to mak-
ing events memora-
ble, and exquisite, Bi-

sola Borha is known for that and 
more. She went from planning a 
friend’s introduction to becom-
ing one of the most sought after 
event planners in the country 
in a few years. What stands her 
out is her incredible attention 
to details of events planned by 
her team. Her outfit, Trendy 
Bee Events is a signature events 
consultation, production and ex-
ecution company that produces 
extraordinary events.

Six years ago, no one could 
have seen Bisola as an event 
manager, in fact she had no 
plans or idea what direction or 
path she was headed, but she 
“prayed to God for direction 
because I was not comfortable 
with where I was at the time.”

But a friend of hers based 
in Atlanta who felt Bisola was 
always the life of the party 

T
he month of March 
was a busy one for 
women as they moved 
from World Women’s 
Day, to Mother’s Day 

and then the Leading Ladies 
Africa (LLA) 100 Women Gala 
which rounded off the month 
on March 30, 2017 at the Wheat-
baker Hotel in the heart of Ikoyi.

The event which was con-
vene d by Franc es ca Uriri , 
founder LLA, was a beautiful 
one to recognise and spotlight 
the achievements of Nigerian 
women who have made tangible 
impact and contributions to so-
ciety- in fact 100 women who 
are silently creating amazing 
businesses and offering remark-
able services in Nigeria were re-
warded for their contributions 
to making the country better.

Leading Ladies Africa, a reg-
istered non-profit organisation 
was founded with the core 
objective of promoting leader-
ship, enterprise and diversity 
for African women.

Narrating a recent encounter 
she had with someone, Uriri 
said, “someone asked me: “why 
do you focus on ‘Just women 
alone?” like many other ques-
tions that I get with regards to 
Leading Ladies Africa, This one 
baffled me. “Why not women?” 
To insert ‘just’ into that sen-
tence makes it appear as though 
women are an afterthought or 
a token addendum to an on-
going conversation, when in 

MABEL DIMMA

MABEL DIMMA

LLA: Celebrating 100 
women of substance

called upon her to handle her 
introduction and that was the 
turning point for her career.

Speaking about the industry, 
she says, “I must mention most 
wedding planners in Nigeria 
are doing great. I am super 
proud of them; the success in 
the industry has made wedding 

fact, women are the primary 
reason why some of the most 
important conversations and 
trans-generational shifts are 
taking place globally.”

“Look around you- in health, 
business, politics, the corporate 
world, advocacy, social impact, 
science, religion, technology, etc. 
women are redefining the way 
the world is viewed, and they 
are consistently pushing new 
narratives. They are changing 
systems, developing policies and 
creating a blueprint for innova-
tion and sustainability. Simply 
put, women are disrupting the 
status quo,” she said.

In course of the event, the 
awards were given out intermit-
tently to the deserving recipi-
ents amidst applause, friendly 
hoots and accolades- to 100 de-
serving women in their various 
endeavours- ranging from music, 
the arts, event management, 
sports, medicals, the corporate 
world, beauty industry etc.

Among the awardees were 
Abimbola Alale, the only female 
boss of a major satellite company, 
NIGCOMSAT; Arese Ugwu, Per-
sonal Finance and Wealth Man-
agement expert; Bisola Borha, 
CEO of Trendy Bee Events; Ebele 
Okobi, Head of Public Policy Af-
rica for Facebook; Fati Abubakar, 
Photographer extraordinaire; 
Huda Fadoul Abacha, founder 
of Huddaya Bridal Emporium; 
Kemi Onabanjo, Engagement 
manager at McKinsey; Lola 
Maja-Okojevoh, makeup artist, 
cosmetic and brand consultant; 

planners respected and super 
important and most people will 
not go ahead with an event now 
without one.”

As the CEO of Trendy Bee 
Events, Bisola has planned 
many high profile weddings 
and corporate events like the 
launch of MAC cosmetics and 

Mofolusade Sonaike, founder of 
Mumpreneur; Njideka Akunyili-
Crosby, Visual artist; Omasan 
Ogisi, General Manager for Cor-
porate Affairs at MTN; Onos 
Ariyo, Award winning gospel 
artiste; Simbo Bello-Ukiri, MD/
CEO of Avon Healthcare Limit-
ed; Sophia Ike-Onu, founder and 
CEO the5kshop.com; Tosin Os-
hinowo, Founder and Principal 
architect at CMDesign Atelier; 
and Zainab Bagudu, founder of 

Clinique. Also, she planned 
DJ Xclusive‘s wedding and 
always adds a touch of fun to 
every couple’s special day. She 
was also the organiser of the 
2013 Christmas Expo in Lagos 
where in attendance to exhibit 
were over 60 top vendors, giv-
ing out and selling merchan-

Medicaid Cancer Foundation/
CEO Medicaid Diagnostic Centre 
amongst others.

Keynote speakers for the 
evening were global business 
leaders, Amina Oyagbola , global 
business leader and former 
Human Resource Executive at 
MTN Nigeria Communications 
Limited and Ndidi Nwuneli, 
Founder of LEAP Africa; two 
women who have etched their 
names into the annals of this 

dise at a discount to thousands 
in attendance, with amazing 
performances byMayD and 
Kayswitch.

Her greatest motivation while 
handling wedding events is the 
joy, happiness and gratitude on 
her client and team members 
face.  For her, no disappointment 
should ever affect the flow of 
an event, because that is why 
her brand was hired in the first 
place. “We must make the event 
a huge success, regardless of a 
vendor failing. Most of our cho-
sen vendors work excellently 
well because their brands and 
reputation comes first.”

Borha is very passionate 
about her brand and so does 
most things herself as leader, but 
as the company is growing, she 
is easing off a bit and learning to 
delegate to her super team and 
not be too controlling.

For her being one of the top 
events-go-to company world-
wide is the vision of her brand 
in the next few years.

country with their passion and 
selfless contributions.

They both encouraged wom-
en to be bold and courageous; 
to celebrate one another and 
also lift each other because 
no one else will do it and like 
Uriri rightly said, “The success 
of another is the inspiration of 
another. We need to begin to tell 
our own story to the world. Let’s 
tell them what to know about us 
and not the other way around.”
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KEMI ADEYEMI

The marriage 
between fitness, diet

A little compromise 
is all it takes (2)

Fitness and diet cannot be 
ripped apart because they 
marry when it comes to 

attaining that level of health 
and fitness that most people gun 
for. There is no healthy and fit 
person who eats ‘crap’.

While many find the ex-
ercising part of being healthy 
strenuous, the real battle lies in 
what you eat on a daily basis. In 
Nigeria, we are surrounded by 
foods and snacks that are very 
high in carbohydrates such that 
if care is not taken, most of us 
unconsciously have a carbohy-
drate-dense meal for breakfast, 
lunch, dinner and snack.

Carbohydrates are a key 
part of a balanced diet, but too 
much of carbohydrates in your 
diet means too much calories 
which translates to weight gain 
if you’re not physically active.

Make no mistake; diet plays 
a key role in getting the body of 
your dreams and keeping your 
health top notch.

Some foods/things to do away 
with Soft drinks: Ditch them. I re-

like sweet potatoes, but there 
are also bad carbs like that pres-
ent in the white bread and most 
baked goods. Be careful what 
you eat and the portion you eat 
because they matter. Don’t eat 
a large plate of white rice with 
stew and a dozen fried plantains 
for lunch… Don’t do it. One slice 
of fried plantain contains about 
60 calories, so my dear, do the 
math.

Don’t be like me- guzzling 
down slices of white bread just 
because I found them tasty. You 
will not be doing your body any 
good.

 Things to consume more of:
Water: This is one of nature’s 

most important blessings. Wa-
ter is great for you. It helps you 
stay hydrated and detoxifies 
your body of toxins that come 
in as a result of things eaten. 
Drink about 3litres of water 
daily. It may seem a lot, but bit 
by bit, your body will adjust and 
accept it.

Fruits: Apple, banana, pear, 
pineapple, watermelon…. The 

W
o r k  w a s  i n 
another part 
of the country 
where a lot of 
the staff had 

to relocate; many singles left 
their families, many married left 
their spouses and children. The 
only way to kill boredom was to 
fraternize with colleagues every 
once in a while. There were lots 
of parties, outings, and enough 
cash to throw around. Joyce 
couldn’t say no, she didn’t want 
to be tagged and that was where 
it all began. It started with a glass, 
it started with one night. By the 
time she realized it, she was all 
the way down; it now became at 
least twice during week days and 
every weekend.

She who couldn’t bear to leave 
a skin out was now comfortable 
in baring it all. She justified flirt-
ing with looking for Mr Right. 
She laughed at sensual jokes and 
called it adult talk. Church atten-
dance dropped and became non-
attendance. She left her conven-
tional church with the excuse of 
seeking a church that was more 
youth prone. Now she didn’t feel 
like an outcast anymore but deep 
inside she knew she was dying, 
she had gradually allowed what 
others think separate her from 
the only one true love of her life; 
Jesus. The devil then kicked in. 
He rightly spoke his words of 
condemnation and discourage-
ment and knew when to do just 
that; in her sober moments when 
she knew she was far from God. 
Moments after mum and dad 
called to ask if she was alright, 
when she feared they had picked 
the fact that she was far from 
home, how she was raised, and 
the godly truths instilled in her.

Among the guys, Dapo seemed 
to be steadier, reserved and more 
focused than others; at last she 

had found her man, so when he 
considered a weekend with him, 
she did not see any harm coming. 
Though she considered being a 
little tipsy at the Friday night out, 
the events of the night began to 
slowly replay. She had always 
fantasized about her wedding 
night. She never thought she 
would give it away in such an un-
loving, rough manner; but in that 
way she did lose her virginity. 
She did not expect her downward 
spiral to end up this way. These 
events were meant for novels and 
movies but the reality was that it 
had become her story.

Joyce’s story might be an 
extreme imagination of mine 
but I bet one or two of what hap-
pened to Joyce is the story of a 
lot of people all over the world. 
You wonder when you meet 
someone years after you knew 
the person as a strong vibrant 
lover of God and you can hardly 
believe what the person’s beliefs 
are at that moment. Preacher’s 
kids and those raised with strong 
and deep convictions in Jesus 
Christ veer off course in such a 
scary manner. They who started 
off in the church choir now get 
into showbiz and their songs, 
lyrics, videos and dressing be-
comes completely the opposite 
of what Christ would want for 
them. Without even going far, 
can we just take a look into our 
own lives. What are the many 
things we have compromised 
just because we won’t stand up 
for what is right and Biblical, 
because we don’t want to be 
tagged, or viewed as the outcast? 
So slowly we let down our guard, 
a little at a time.

A fall does not happen sud-
denly, it starts by accommodat-
ing one compromise at a time, 
the things we detested before 
just as listed above; drinking al-
cohol, excessive partying, back-
biting, gossip, talks and jokes 
characterized with sensuality, 

outfit that reveal much, leaving 
nothing to the imagination of 
others and so on.

This is not the story of any liv-
ing or dead individual I know but 
was borne out of a heavy heart 
of concern for what people go 
through when they find them-
selves in the midst of so much 
opposition to the sound Biblical 
doctrines they believe. I am a 
very good example of this. So 
far, as a secular office worker, I 
have not been able to escape the 
taunting, ridicule and mockery 
of co-workers when it comes 
to my faith and beliefs about a 
lot of things such as drinking 
alcohol, partying and a host of 
others. I very much thought with 
time it would reside but it only 
gets worse and will get worse 
because we are in the end times 
and the love of many as the Bible 
instructs will wax cold. I believe 
this is the persecution some of 
us will face and not necessarily 
scourging and death, but a daily 
verbal persecution and test of our 
stand and values in Jesus Christ.

I want to encourage every 
one of us. One of my husband’s 
fondest statements is “the story 
does not end here, eternity will 
reveal the truth”. This referring 
to the fact that our end is not 
here, we all are going to cross 
over to the other side and face 
the judgement seat of God and 
then the reality of who was 
right (Jesus Christ or the World) 
will dawn. Howbeit, this should 
not come across as vengeance 
from us, expecting the last day 
and waiting for all those who 
mocked us to be proved wrong 
at judgement but should spur us 
on to pray for every man with 
the same passion that made Jesus 
Christ sacrifice himself for us on 
the Cross of Calvary while we 
were yet sinners, vehemently 
snatching every man we come 
across from the jaws of hell and 
eternal damnation.

list of God’s goodness to man-
kind in the form of fruits is 
endless. Eat fruits and eat them 
well for an overall health boost.

Vegetables: There are many 
vegetables to pick from. So, mix 
things up to keep them interest-
ing. Have different variations of 
salads. Eat your brown rice with 
steamed and seasoned diced ugu 
or spinach leaves. Savor your 
vegetable soup. Eat your noodles 
with vegetable. Make your om-
elet with veggies. Just get cre-
ative with your vegetables and 
soon you’ll begin to enjoy the art 
of cooking and eating.

Fiber: Think oatmeal, co-
conut, avocado, okra, nuts etc. 
Fiber helps to quickly move 
your food through the digestive 
tract helping them to function 
optimally.

Brown rice, whole wheat 
bread or foods: Choose brown 
rice over white rice. Choose 
whole wheat bread over white 
bread. Choose whole wheat sem-
olina over fufu. Choose whole 
wheat pasta over regular pasta. 
The healthier, the better.

So, there you have the list 
of some foods to eat or reduce 
intake of. Remember, it is your 
body and you owe it to yourself 
to give it the best of care with lots 
of loving.

peat, ditch them. Those are filled 
with sugar and some amount 
of gas; so imagine what you’re 
doing to your body when you 
pump yourself full of them on 
a daily basis. Do you know that 
a bottle of soft drink contains 
about 7 cubes of sugar? It may 
not be a flattering choice espe-
cially in a hot weather, but go for 
water instead or fruit-infused 
water if you have a sweet tooth.

Fried food: I love fried plan-
tain and chicken and I know 
you might too; but it is essential 
that we cut our intake of fried 
food. They make our kidney 
functions bad and destroy the 
nutrients in the foods we fry; 
not to talk about the risk of 
heart disease caused by the high 
rate of cholesterol we consume.

I admit that it may not be 
easy to cut it out completely in 
a day or week, but a conscious 
effort every single day to keep 
eliminating it bit by bit will 
lead us to that mighty decision 
of cutting it out completely. 
Also, you can go ahead and 
oven-bake your plantains and 
chicken with a sprinkle of olive 
oil. You can even grill your fish 
or chicken and that I know, 
tastes great.

High intake of carbs: Now, 
there are good carbohydrates 
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‘I am a hotelier by accident’

Y
ou seem to wear 
m a n y  c a p s , 
w h i c h  o n e  f i t s 
you most?

Well, my name 
is Chief Samuel Alabi. I am a 
hotelier by accident. I was 
the president of Hotel and 
Personal Services Employ-
ers Ass o ciation of Nigeria 
(HOPSEA) and I was equally 
the president of the Federa-
tion of Tourism Associations 
of Nigeria (FTAN), the um-
brella body of tourism and 
h o s p i t a l i t y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s 
across the country. I am the 
chairman, Entertainment/
To u r i s m  S e g m e n t ,  L a g o s 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (LCCI).

As of now, I am the com-
pany secretary/legal adviser 
of Eko Hotel and Suites, Vic-
toria Island Lagos. I also hold 
some board positions in one 
or two companies. Of course, 
I am a politician too.

How did you venture into 
hospitality?

I  came to Eko Hotel and 
Suites on September 5, 1990. 
B y  t h i s  ye a r,  I  w i l l  b e  2 7 
years in the sector and still 
counting the days.

My c oming to the hotel 
industry was by sheer provi-
dence because as a lawyer, 
I never thought of working 
in the hotel industry. Even 
when I was writing my final 
pap ers  in  the  law s cho ol , 
(few metres away from the 
hotel), the thought of work-
ing here never crossed my 
mind and even if someone 
had told me, look Alabi in 
few months you will be re-
suming at the hotel, I would 
have told the person to go 
and say that to the marine.

It  was during my NYSC 
that I  was p oste d to work 
here. Technically I became 
a lawyer while I  was here 
because my call to bar was 
when I had resumed work 
here.

When I came in as youth 
corper, I thought they were 
going to reject me because I 
looked at it as abnormality; 
a lawyer in a hotel and that 
it was going to be corrected.

Instead, they showed me 
an office and said they have 
not renovated my office and 
that I should give them two 
weeks. It was then I realized 
that they were not going to 
reject me. After two weeks, 
the office was ready and we 

were two corpers and law-
yers that were serving in the 
same office.

The other corper was sent 
by the chairman of the com-
pany, but I was posted here 
by NYSC. When we finished 
our service, the hotel man-
agement wante d to retain 
one of  us ,  and they sto o d 
their ground that it has to be 
me, and that was how I was 
retained as a legal officer. By 
1995 I  b e came s enior legal 
officer, and in 1997 I became 
company secretary/legal ad-
viser. So, from 1997 till now 
it is still the same title.

How has it been working 
as a lawyer at Eko Hotel and 
Suites?

The experience has been 
w o r t hw h i l e .  I  h a n d l e  t h e 
backhouse, I am not a cus-
tomer contact person. Mine 
is personnel, industrial rela-
tions, company’s secretariat 
services, legal services and 
b oard activities .  I  can tell 
you that if I have my way, I 
will tell my children too to go 
and cut their teeth in hotel 
industry.

It  is  very p eac eful,  par-
ticularly if you are lucky to 
have an employer like I do 
that will use you as much as 
you make yourself available 

With 27 years experience in the hospitality industry, SAMUEL ALABI, former president of Hotel and Personal Services Employers Association of Ni-
geria (HOPSEA), as well as, Federation of Tourism Associations of Nigeria (FTAN) is concerned about sustainable tourism development in Nigeria. 
In this interview with OBINNA EMELIKE, the hospitality expert who is currently the company secretary/legal adviser of Eko Hotel and Suites, and 
chairman, Entertainment/Tourism Segment, Lagos Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI), speaks on his experience, feats and industry issues.
Excerpt

and as far as you can cope 
and the sky is the limit.

This is the place to grow 
without godfatherism.

In those days it was a gold-
mine, hoteliers dictate to the 

guests. In the entire Victoria 
Island, you could count like 
two major hotels, Eko Hotels 
and Federal Palace Hotel.

In those days you don’t get 
people that readily want to 
work in the hotel, but now 
t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  e ve r y-
where because most inves-
tors in hotel industry now 
are not aware of the details 
in terms of returns on invest-
ment.

They are always misguid-
ed to believe that hotel in-
dustry is  money spinning 
business ,  s o anyb o dy that 
c omes across money turns 
two rooms into a hotel and 
doing a lot of things only to 
be trapped.

Y o u  t a l k  o f  p e r s o n n e l , 
we have them in abundance 
now, unlike in thos e days 
when you hardly get a gradu-
ate trying to pick up job at 
the lower ladder. Now it is 
higher in terms of  money 
but now in terms of value 
it  may not b e higher than 
before because of inflation. 
It is a business of everybody 
because there is hotel every-
where now. 

Do you think employees 
i n  t h e  h o s pi t al i t y  i n dus-
t r y  t o d ay  a r e  p a s s i o n a t e 
enough?

T h e  p ro b l e m  t h at  I  s e e 
with Nigerian employees is 
that they are not married to 

their jobs. The commitment 
is not there. I am so married 
to my emotion and job to the 
extent that I have not been 
able to detach my job from 
my emotional balance.

So much so that if I get a 
letter addressed to Eko Ho-
tel, which looks problematic, 
it is like a letter addressed 
to me in person. I may not 
be able to sleep. That is my 
major issue, my inability to 
detach Chief Alabi from Eko 
Hotel job is my problem but 
in another way, it is also an 
added advantage for me to 
achieve my goals. 

Any regret working in a 
hotel instead of law cham-
bers and courts?

I have been lucky to work 
with bosses that easily un-
derstand me. I also flow with 
easily and I  c ouldn’t  have 
had it  b etter in any other 
place. They allow me to be 
myself and take me for who 
I am.

In Eko Hotel, nobody will 
i n s t r u c t  h i s  s ub o r d i n at e s 
only to back out when there 
are issues, they will stand by 
you even if it is problematic. 
They will  admit that they 
k n e w  ab o ut  i t  a n d  n o t  t o 
abandon you in the middle 
of the high sea.

S o ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  j o y  a n d 
satisfaction that I have here 
b e caus e they give me the 
backing. I am very fortunate 
and they also allowed me to 
be the Nigerian face of the 
hotel, otherwise, there is no 
way that I could have been 
the president of  the hotel 
e m p l o y e r s  a s s o c i at i o n  o f 
Nigeria.

I broke the jinx of allow-
ing employee to be the presi-
dent of HOPSEA and they 
saw that an employe e to o 
can talk to employees. That 
was why my successor be-
came the general manager 
of a hotel.

T h e  s a m e  t h i n g  w i t h 
F TAN, I  was the only em-
ployee to hold such position 
whilst  a staff.  The b ottom 
line is that Eko Hotel allowed 
me to be their representa-
tives in all these bodies and 
things that have to do with 
the government,  which is 
even more than remunera-
tion and material things.

All  thes e feats  c ouldn’t 
have been easy and possible 
if I were in some other cor-
porate organisations

Samuel Alabi

Samuel Alabi
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Jumia Travel stirs up tourism discourse

Dutta, founder/ MD, Ju-
mia Travel Nigeria; Ba-
kare Abiola, Kenya Air-
ways; Chiamaka Obue-
kwe, co-founder, Social 
Prefect Tours, and Sam 
Adeleke of Afro Tours.

Speaking at the sum-
mit, which was moder-
ate d by Tosin Aj ib e of 
O l o r i s u p e r g a l ,  K u s h a l 
D u t t a ,  f o u n d e r /  M D , 
Jumia Travel Nigeria, ob-
served that about 80 per-
cent of travels to Nigeria 
are still towards Lagos, 
a trend he described as 
u nb e f i t t i n g  g o i n g  b y 
t h e  n u m e ro u s  at t ra c -
tions and home-groomed 
destinations across the 
country.

E x p l a i n i n g  t h e  d i f -
ferenc e b etwe en trav-
el  and tourism,  Jumia 
Trave l ’ s  m a n a g i n g  d i -
rector decried that the 
c o u n t r y  i s  w i t n e s s i n g 
more travel than tour-
ism, which is supposed 
t o  b e  t h e  l i ve w i r e  o f 
the economy of Nigeria 
if  cit izens are enc our-

W
hile the 
e c o -
n o m i c 
r e a l i -
t i e s  i n 

N i g e r i a  t o d ay  c a l l  fo r 
c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t s  a t 
d i ve r s i f i c at i o n  o f  t h e 
economy away from its 
reliance on oil, its seems 
governments at all lev-
e l s  a r e  y e t  t o  r e a l i z e 
the imp ort  of  tourism 
as a sustainable foreign 
exchange earner for the 
economy.

Yet, the current eco-
nomic downturn makes 
tourism imp erative as 
the lowest hanging fruit 
f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
t o o l  fo r  f a s t  t ra c k i n g 
the end the hard-biting 
recession.

The failure to do all 
these, need to boost do-
mestic tourism and also 
grow the industry to a 
sustainable height were 
top among the reas ons 
J u m i a  Tr a v e l  s e t  o u t 
with its  Tourism Sum-
mit recently at Morning 
S i d e s  S u i t e s ,  V i c t o r i a 
Island, Lagos.

H e l d  o n  t h e  t h e m e : 
‘ E x p e c t a t i o n s  v e r s u s 
Reality: Redefining the 
Role of Industry Stake-
holders in Shaping the 
21st Century Travelers’ 
E x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  s u m -
m i t  f e at u re d  a  ro b u s t 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s c o u r s e 
from a panel of experts 
and enterprising young 
minds drawn from trav-
el,  tourism, hospitality 
and the aviation sectors 
in Nigeria.

A s  e x p e c t e d  I ke c h i 
Uko, CEO, Akwaaba Af-
rican Travel Market lead 
the panel is discoursing 
topical issues affecting 
t o u r i s m  d e ve l o p m e n t 
across the country, prof-
f e r i n g  s o l ut i o n s  e ve n 
with technology, trends 
across  the world,  how 
to b o ost domestic des-
tinations among others. 
Other memb ers of  the 
panel included: Kushal 

aged to travel within the 
country, thereby engen-
dering more exchanges, 
business activities, more 
investments in tourism, 
job creation among oth-
ers multiplier effects.

W h i l e  p e o p l e  c o m -
plain about the econom-
ic downturn, Dutta sees 
opportunities, saying the 
current economy reality 
in the country is encour-
aging Nigerians to look 
inwards to domestic des-
tinations.

“The good side of re-
cession in Nigeria is that 
people are now looking 
inwards for holidays and 
travels. You find that a 
lot of people go to places 
like La Campaign, Ikogo-
si, Obudu Cattle Ranch 
among others,” he said.

Citing instanc e with 
the bourgeoning Nigeri-
an entertainment indus-
try, Ikechi Uko explained 
that stakeholders in the 
tourism and hospitality 
industry should not be 
in denial of the challeng-

es affecting the industry, 
he called for collabora-
tion, as tourism cannot 
grow with uncoordinat-
ed activities, unfriendly 
policies and absence of 
pro ducts  to  market  to 
would-be tourists.

“ T h e  m e d i a  d e t e r -
mines where and how 
Nigerians travel. When 
I started reporting tour-
ism, there were very few 
p e ople on the b eat .  In 
fact, I had the first travel 
magazine in Africa. To-
d ay,  I ’ m  s e e i n g  yo u n g 
people doing tours; a lot 
of them are travel blog-
gers, which is goo d for 
the industry. However, 
t h e re ’ s  n e e d  fo r  t h e m 
to have a synergy with 
travel and tourism jour-
nalists, who have been 
in the industry for long,” 
Uko admonished said.

A s  w e l l ,  A b i o l a  B a -
k a r e ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of  Kenya Airways,  re-
ve a l e d  t h at  N i g e r i a n s 
are beginning to look in-
wards and also towards 

East Africa because the 
region’s cheap destina-
tions packages,  f l ights 
and easy visas.  “In the 
re c ent past ,  there was 
a major preferenc e for 
d e s t i n at i o n s  i n  D ub a i 
but the foreign exchange 
p r o b l e m  h a s  a ff e c t e d 
o u t b o u n d  t r a v e l  a n d 
o p e n i n g  u p  d o m e s t i c 
routes”, Bakare said.

P a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e 
s u m m i t  w e r e  e x c i t -
e d  w h e n  C h i a m a k a 
O b u e w ke ,  C E O,  S o c i a l 
Prefect Tours, explained 
that her tour outfit has 
opened the eyes of Nige-
rians to beautiful desti-
nations in Nigeria, thus 
e n c o u ra g i n g  d o m e s t i c 
tourism, a major reason 
for the summit.

Sam Adeleke of Afro 
Tourism, noted that more 
Nigerians are beginning 
to seek adventure tour-
i s m ,  b u t  M a s t e r c a r d 
ple dge d to supp ort ad-
venture travels to desti-
nations within Nigeria 
and across West Africa.

…as stakeholders sue for collaboration, patronage of domestic destination

OBINNA EMELIKE



Travel
SUNDAYBD 44 Sunday 09 April 2017C002D5556

‘Right policies, leadership key 
to airlines’ survival’

With the current 
challenges facing the 
domestic airlines, how 
can they get out of the 
woods?

I
t is unfortunate 
that the airlines 
are in a nearly ir-
redeemable state. 
The government 

policies did not help 
either. The airlines as 
we are speaking have 
refused, neglected wise 
counsel from Aviation 
Round Table (ART). Till 
today, it is the fight 
for the survival of the 
industry and the ART 
has fought for these 
airlines in the last 17 
years. They have not 
acknowledged this by 
way of participation 
and or sponsorship 
where we are deliber-
ating ways to get them 
out of the woods. Our 
call for the airlines to 
be consolidated, to be 
corporative in one form 
of partnering, merging, 
friendly acquisition 
or hostile take-over 
which would have re-
sulted today into three 
strong domestic carri-
ers fell on deaf ear.

Do you think the 
domestic airlines have 
good business models?

Most of the airlines 
have very shoddy air-
craft utilisation cou-
pled with wrong choice 
of aircraft type and 
failure to develop and 
create a niche for them-
selves on newly devel-
oped routes through 
their efforts. They stay 

on the already devel-
oped, over served and 
highly c omp etitive 
routes to their detri-
ments.

Could this be prob-
lems plaguing Arik 
Air?

With adequate re-
sources, good equip-
ment, unlimited route 
access at their disposal, 
this was never matched 
with competent man-
agement. They could 
b e  c ommende d on 
technology (automa-
tion) but they failed 
to also recognise that 
automation is a fail-
ure except human be-
ings are in charge or 
in control. Human be-
ings included unions 
which they abhorred 
like a plague. With debt 
profile becoming un-
manageable, creditors 
had to intervene with 
the Assets Manage-
ment Corporation of 
Nigeria (AMCON). AM-
CON to me had never 
had expertise to run an 
airline. They probably 
would do a better job 
in the financial institu-
tions. It is therefore not 
surprising that a fleet 
of 30 aircraft has dis-
appeared to nine. The 
end result therefore is 
that people will be laid 
off; aircraft utilization 
will drastically reduce 
instead of growth. We 
started seeing degen-
eration. With three 
airlines already taken 
over by AMCON then, 
be rest assured that the 

view on this?
I will not believe 

that the Minister did 
not carry out due dili-
gence. He must have 
been overwhelmed by 
other compelling con-
siderations to bring us 
in line with the provi-
sion of the constitution 
of the Federal Repub-
lic of Nigeria. Be that 
as it may, this is one 
Minister whose effort 
I really commend. He 
has departed from the 
old routine of recycling 
the usual known char-
acters who we all know 
to be lobbyists, hus-
tlers and praise singers. 
Some oversight must 
have occurred result-
ing in or  two appoint-
ments and it is only 
one particular one; the 
Director of Air Wor-
thiness Standards that 
I faulted but there are 
several ways of making 
amendment in form of 
orientation, immediate 
training and exposure 
to that particular ap-
pointee. That particular 
appointee, could, also as 
a face saving measure 
be appointed as a Board 
member of any of the 
agencies because of too 
many varying personal 
interest.

Where do you stand 
in the controversy of 
Abuja airport runway 
shutdown?

I commend the cour-
age of the Minister for 
the bold, decisive and 
appropriate action in 
shutting down Abuja 

Cabin crew professionals streamline major roles to safety at first fair

C
abin crew practitio-
ners have agreed 
that the job descrip-
tion of a cabin crew 

goes beyond the glamour 
and most times the mis-
conception associated with 
it, as they highlighted the 
complexity of the profession 
stressing that the major role 
of the profession beyond all 
is safety.

Cabin crew profession-
als made this known at the 
Cabin Crew fair  organized 
by Joy Ogbebo, the veteran 
cabin crew and aviation 
blogger, at the  Royal event 
Centre.

Hundreds of cabin crew 
and aspiring cabin crew 
gathered  and rubbed minds 
on how to share informa-
tion, knowledge about the 
profession as well as recog-
nize veterans who have con-
tributed immensely to the 

growth of the profession.
Joy Ogbebo, the orga-

nizer of the fair, while intro-
ducing aspiring Cabin Crew 
to their career choice and 
helping them identify the 
key skills required to be part 
of the industry said Cabin 
Crew members are highly 
trained professionals whose 
primary duty is to ensure 
the safety of passengers 
during flight.

 She stated, “Their job 
is unique. They put the 

future is very bleak for 
the industry.

How do you suggest 
that AMCON prop-
erly manage Aero and 
Arik?

The airlines cannot 
operate in isolation; 
they would be boosted 
first by appropriate laid 
down policies within 
a very good environ-
ment. The aviation 
regulatory authority 
must be there actively 
to be concerned by the 
survival of the airline 
through purposeful, 
pragmatic and compe-
tent leadership. The in-

dustry has to be driven 
by Nigerian Civil Avia-
tion Director General 
who is a technocrat, a 
diplomat and a politi-
cian. The industry will 
go nowhere without 
a leaders with such 
qualities. Regulation 
alone cannot run the 
industry without moni-
toring, surveillance, 
penalty and resolution 
of issues with the regu-
latory body properly in 
charge without political 
interference.

Some appointments 
done have been criti-
cised. What is your 

The Nigeria aviation sector in recent times have been squeezed as a result of leadership, 
harsh business environment and the government policies, leading to the reduction in 
airlines’ frequencies and the recent takeover of Arik Air by the Assets Management 
Corporation of Nigeria (AMCON). In an interview with Dele Ore, a former President of the 
Aviation Round Table (ART), he speaks of ways airlines can get out of the wood. Excerpts  

airport runway. It was 
long overdue. The Lord 
has been so kind to us. 
That runway would 
have claimed lives. 
The runway surface 
of Abuja airport had 
become a death trap 
due to negligence and 
failure to maintain it 
periodically. Inciden-
tally, moving to the 
alternate airport in Ka-
duna would have been 
unnecessary if govern-
ment had listened to 
ART many years ago 
of the importance of 
a second runway for 
Abuja. The hue and 
cries of progressive 
maintenance while the 
runway is progressive-
ly repaired at night is 
also suicidal. The B747 
accident on the 1/8 Left 
runway of the Lagos 
airport by Hydro Cargo 
is very instructive here 
and a terrible embar-
rassment to Nigeria.  
Runway maintenance 
is also very different 
from the motorway 
which the Nigeria So-
ciety of Engineers (NSE) 
ignorantly equated to 
be the same. Thank 
God, and I followed 
with key interest how 
the Minister was in the 
Senate and explained 
why his actions should 
not be condemned. He 
explained in technical 
details and adequate 
knowledge to conclude 
that Abuja airport run-
way had already failed 
to allow for a complete 
overhaul.

IFEOMA OKEKE
comfort and safety of pas-
sengers first and evacuate 
the passengers within 90 
seconds in an event of an 
emergency. They are the 
last to leave the aircraft. 
The level of training they 
receive makes them well-
rounded and grounded. 
They are the sky heroes.”

 Ogbebo also pointed 
out the adventurous and 
glamorous nature of the 
job stating, “Imagine hav-
ing breakfast in Lagos and 

dinner in London. They 
Meet world-class leaders, 
superstars and very im-
portant personalities. The 
work schedule is quite flex-
ible compared to the 9-5 
jobs. Awesome isn’t it? But 
it isn’t fun all the way. Its 
hard work! It can be quite 
challenging. Juggling roles 
most of the time and trying 
to strike a balance.”

Also speaking Tolulope 
Daudu,  Veteran C abin 
Crew trainer, stressed on 

the safety component of the 
cabin crew job stating that 
it wasn’t the glamour that 
was important but the fact 
that cabin crew are safety 
practitioners.

“The job of the Cabin 
Crew is to make passengers 
comfortable, calm them 
down during a flight ads 
most times people are ner-
vous. Our major roles as 
cabin crew is safety for those 
you are serving, it’s a major 
parts of the business.”

Dele Ore
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A 
new research by 
the Cochrane Li-
brary, a database 
comprising sum-
maries of health 

researches around the world, 
has shown that adminis-
tration of regular doses of 
Vitamin A Supplementation 
otherwise referred to as VAS 
can reduce the risk of illness 
and death in children aged 6 
months to 59 months, who 
are at risk of Vitamin A De-
ficiency or VAD.

The research, which was 
made available to BDSUN-
DAY by Cochrane Nigeria, 
based in Calabar, Cross River 
State, which is the Nige-
rian branch of the global 
Cochrane Collaboration, said 
that data on the effect of 
Vitamin A Supplement for 
the prevention of death were 
available from 19 of the in-
cluded studies, and the com-
bined results indicate that 
vitamin A reduces overall 
risk of death and death due to 
diarrhoea by 12percent.

According to the system-
atic review, “giving oral syn-
thetic vitamin A to children 
at risk of VAD reduces the 

VAS reduces risk of illness, death in children 
6-59 months who are at risk of VAD – Research

risk of night blindness. It also 
improves levels of vitamin A 
in their blood.”

The only reported side 
effect was risk of vomiting 
within 48 hours of taking 
vitamin A in large doses, as 
recommended by the World 
Health Organisation.

Vitamin A deficiency 

BEN EGUZOZIE

A
s part of its cam-
paign to promote 
healthier living 
among Nigerians, 
Avon HMO, a fore-

most health management com-
pany in Nigeria, has embarked 
on a radio advocacy programme 
that will offer practical every-
day tips to help Nigerians make 

Avon HMO takes healthy living advocacy to radio
ANthONIA OBOkOh healthier lifestyle choices.

Speaking on the initiative, Ad-
esimbo Ukiri, managing director/
CEO, Avon HMO, stated that the 
company has concluded discus-
sions with Lagos-based contem-
porary lifestyle radio, Smooth 
FM, for the sponsorship of its 
drive-time health programme, 
the Smooth Health Show.

Accordingly, the programme 
is now repositioned to demystify 

the seemingly complex health 
issues that Nigerians are other-
wise forced to contend with in 
their day-to-day living as well as 
proffer practical solutions they 
can both relate to and apply im-
mediately.

 Ukiri said: “One major prob-
lem that has mitigated against 
the goal of achieving healthy 
living among Nigerians is the 
lack of access to readily usable 

(VAD) is a major public health 
problem in low and middle-
income countries, especially 
Africa, Asia and Middle East. 
It affects 190 million chil-
dren under five years of age. 
VAD predisposes children to 
increased risk of a range of 
problems, including respira-
tory diseases, diarrhoea, mea-

sles, and vision problems; and 
it can lead to death. Previous 
show that giving synthetic 
vitamin A to children aged 
six months to five years who 
are at risk of VAD can reduce 
the risk of death and some 
diseases.

The research, which was 

conducted in 19 countries of 
Asia (30 studies), Africa (eight 
studies), Latin America (seven 
studies) and Australia, how-
ever, said Vitamin A does not 
specifically reduce death due 
to measles, respiratory infec-
tions, or meningitis, but it can 
reduce new occurrences of 
diarrhoea and measles.

The review aimed to evalu-
ate the effect of synthetic 
vitamin A supplementation 
(VAS) compared to placebo 
(dummy pill) or no interven-
tion for preventing illness 
and death in children aged six 
months to five years.

The average age of the chil-
dren studied in the research 
was about 33 months. Most 
of the studies included equal 
numbers of boys and girls, 
and lasted about a year. The 
quality of the included studies 
was variable; however, it was 
unlikely that death rates were 
influenced by potential errors 
in the conduct of the studies.

“When this study was 
combined with other, well-
conducted studies, vitamin 
A supplementation (VAS) still 
had beneficial effects for the 
prevention of death and ill-
ness,” the review stated.

information. Many people do not 
have the basic knowledge about 
how their everyday lifestyle af-
fects their health. Then, there is 
also the perception that health 
matters are complex, this makes 
people keep away from such 
discussions until their particular 
situation becomes dire, which 
then creates an attendant high 
demand on their finances.”

“What we have done with 
the Smooth Health Show is to 
bring in a doctor as facilitator 
who will break down and give 
practical tips on issues like male 
and female sexual and reproduc-
tive health, mental health, stress, 
maternal and infant health and 
weight management - issues that 
form part of the daily experience 
of the contemporary Nigerian 
but which we are typically too 
shy to talk about. The facilitator 
will break down these issues in 
an engaging manner using prac-
tical, relatable and readily ap-
plicable tips that today’s increas-
ingly ‘endangered population’, 
can easily use,” she continued.

She further stated: “There has 
been growing interest in the re-
lationship between lifestyle pat-
terns and Non Communicable 

Diseases of late; mental health 
wellness issues such as depres-
sion have also become burning 
issues. With about 65 percent 
active population within the 
high incidence demographics of 
25-45 year olds, health industry 
watchers in Nigeria have called 
for concerted efforts by all stake-
holders to raise public awareness 
as well as drive advocacy to 
check the implications of such 
statistics”.

 In over three years since its 
inception, Avon HMO has been 
at the forefront of promoting 
superior health management 
practices not only to the baseline 
of subscribers on its healthcare 
plans but also for all stakeholders 
in the Nigerian health manage-
ment space.

The Smooth Health Show, 
which airs at 5.15 pm every 
Thursday, will also feature pro-
fessionals from a wide spectrum 
of medical/healthcare fields for 
more in depth discourse. It is 
expected that the radio advo-
cacy programme will broaden 
Avon HMOs efforts to promote 
healthier living through the me-
dia and its social media channels.
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Health&Science

H
ygeia, Nigeria’s fore-
most health mainte-
nance organisation 
in collaboration with 
FrieslandCampina 

WAMCO, Nigeria’s leading dairy 
marker, last week Friday marked 
the 2017 Word Health Day.

The world health day is a lobal 
health awareness day celebrated 
on the 7th of every year, under the 
sponsorship of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO).

As part of the activities to 
celebrate this year’s world health 
day with the theme: ‘Depression 
let’s talk’, a health awareness 
programme was organised at the 
head office of FrieslandCampina 

Hygeia collaborates with 
FrieslandCampina to mark 
2017 world health day

Dexa continues to improve consumers’ wellbeing
M

ajor Pain killer 
Company, Dexa 
Medica makers 
of Boska recently, 

conducted another wave of 
its Pain Free Day initiative in 
Tashan Dukku in Gombe to 
help consumers stay fit during 
this hard time.

The Pain Free Day initia-
tive was aimed at improving 
consumers’ health and raising 
awareness of the risks associ-
ated with inadequate care 
of oneself. From qualitative 
findings, we observed that 

consumers need to be aware of 
how to take care of themselves, 
and to know that Boska brand 
is available to help them stay 
fit during this harsh economic 
period.

Boska team provided the op-
portunity for consumers to see 
health experts who provided 
full range of health services 
for free. They provided free 
eye glasses for those in need 
as well as prescribed drugs to 
treat eye, ear and nose defects.

 Besides rendering free 
health services, Boska team 

also leveraged the opportunity 
to educate consumers on how 
to live stress-free while at their 
various duties.

“ This Pain Free Day edition 
is specially designed to keep 
consumers fit as they go about 
their domestic and work activi-
ties,” said Joseph Christopher, 
Brand executive Dexa Medica.

 ‘’ I am confident that Dexa 
Medica will continue to im-
prove the delivery of quality 
health care for consumers in 
the months ahead,” Christo-
pher added.

Josephine okoJie Yewande Oshodi a consultant psy-
chiatrist at the Lagos University 
Teaching Hospital (LUTH) stated 
that the theme for this year is very 
apt given the current economic 
situation in the country, noting 
that the impact of depression 
has been identified as one of the 
leading causes of disability and 
ill health.

Oshodi identified recession as 
one of the risk factor in experi-
encing depression, stressing that 
depression is treatable. ”Depres-
sion is an illness that is common 
and treatable,” she said.

Ben Langat, managing director, 
FrieslandCampina WAMCO, ex-
pressed delight at the choice of this 
year’s theme for the world health 
day which he said coincided with 

WAMCO, to educate people on 
the symptoms and dangers of 
depression.

Obinnia Abajue, CEO, Hygeia 
HMO, stated that depression is a 
mental health issue which must be 
given the same attention as other 
illnesses such as high blood pres-
sure, cancer and diabetes.

Abajue explained that mental 
health issues such as depression 
can be treated if properly diag-
nosed. He maintained that men-
tal health conditions should not 
be isolated from physical health 
conditions; a situation he said has 
led to stigma and fear of seeking 
professional.

Also speaking during the event, 

current topical issue in Nigeria 
with respect to recent incidents 
associated with depression.

Other activities to mark the day 
include a 2km walk to sensitise 
the Ogba community on depres-
sion, the symptoms and how to 
seek help.

There was also a one-on-one 
sessions with medical personnel 
on health related issues.

Olugbenga Kuponiyi, head of 
care delivery for Hygeia HMO, stat-
ed that the collaboration between 
Hygeia and FrieslandCampina 
WAMCO was an innovative way 
of delivering more impact and 
value to the work place and the 
communities on health related 
matter.

O
sagie Ehanire, minister 
of State for Health, has 
disclosed that the Na-
tional Health Act, Na-

tional Health Policy and National 
Strategic Health Development 
Plan2 are all geared towards re-
juvenating Primary Healthcare 
System in the country.

He stated this recently in Benin 
when he declared open a 3-day 
workshop organised by the Edo 
State government with the theme: 
‘Remodelling Healthcare Delivery 
in Edo State: New Vision, New 
Horizon’.

According to the minister, the 
National Health Act, National 
Health Policy, and the National 
Strategic Health Development 
Plan2 provide the framework for 
the Universal Health Coverage 
and ‘Agenda for Change’ of  Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari admin-
istration  by rejuvenating referral 
system and strengthening health 
care services at the primary level.

Ehanire noted that if primary 
healthcare centres were reacti-
vated across the country, at least 
100 million Nigerians at ward 
level could be reached with a ba-
sic minimum package of quality 

Government committed to reviving primary 
healthcare system in Nigeria - minster
TiAMiYU ADio healthcare.

He also said that Development 
Partners like the European Union 
(EU) are committed to assisting Ni-
geria by revitalising 774 PHCs and 
the Department for International 
Development (DFID) pledged to 
revitalise over 900 PHCs.

He also disclosed that the Fed-
eral Ministry of Health has com-
menced phased implementation 
of the Basic Health Care Provision 
Fund (BHCPF) as enshrined in the 
National Health Act beginning 
with Niger, Abia and Osun states.

He attributed the decay in 
health care delivery in the country 
over the years to financially and 
administratively weak local gov-
ernments, under- equipped and 
under-staffed General Hospitals 
and Comprehensive Healthcare 
Centres, adding that  tertiary hos-
pitals have been over-burdened 
with flow of patients from col-
lapsed primary and secondary 
health systems.

Speaking on other factors be-
deviling the health sector, he noted 
the poor coordination between 
public and private healthcare 
practitioners, lack of definition and 
regulation of traditional and herbal 
medicine practitioners and the rise 
of health sector quacks and char-

latans of all calibres, exploiting 
weaknesses in the health system 
thereby compounding damage to 
citizens’ health.

The minister said: “Despite 
these challenges, Nigeria must 
strive to achieve Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC) to meet Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDG) tar-
get”. He stated that the objective of 
the workshop was to harness ex-
isting opportunities in the health 
sector, with a view to enhancing 
efficiency, effectiveness, use of 
technology, cost optimisation and 
service delivery.

Godwin Obaseki, governor of 
Edo State in his closing remarks 
disclosed that the state govern-
ment was relentlessly working 
to develop a master plan that will 
take healthcare delivery in the 
state to the next level.

He said that remodelling of the 
health care delivery system in the 
state was borne out of the govern-
ment’s seriousness to ensure that 
affordable, accessible and quality 
health care was provided down to 
the grassroots, hinting that Public 
Private Participation (PPP) was 
key to the provision of quality 
healthcare, hence the government 
was collaborating with the private 
sector to reactivate the health sec-
tor in the state.

Godwin Obaseki, governor of Edo State (m), and Osagie Ehanire, minister of State for 
Health, during a workshop in Benin.
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Sports

T
he newly elected Confed-
eration of African Football 
president Ahmad Ahmad 
has said contentious deci-
sions on African football’s 

television rights and Africa Cup of 
Nations hosting agreements will be 
reviewed in the coming months.

The possibility of changing the tim-
ing of Africa Cup of Nations finals is 
also on the cards, as well as the qualifi-
cation process for junior tournaments.

“I will be discussing with many 
stake holders around African football 
to come up with the best solution 
for the problems,” Ahmad, disclosed 
this after meeting with presidents 
of Southern Africa’s football associa-
tions.

The new CAF boss, who comes 
from Madagascar, pulled off an upset 
triumph over long-term incumbent 
Issa Hayatou in last month’s elections.

Ahmad said he was concerned 
about a 12-year television deal that 
CAF signed last year with French-
based Lagardere Sports.

“This contract is the subject of a 
judicial challenge in the Egyptian 
courts at the moment and it was to 
protect the integrity of CAF in this is-
sue that the general secretary Hicham 
(El Amrani) submitted his resignation, 
which we accepted,” he said.

“We will investigate but I am 
concerned about the length of the 
contract. I would never sign anything 
for longer than three years.”

Lagardere Sports hold the televi-
sion and marketing rights over all 
CAF’s major properties and have guar-
anteed African football a minimum of 
$1bn (£807m) in income over the next 
12 years. Last month’s CAF Congress 
was told this could be more in the 
region of $1.5bn (£1.2bn).

Ahmad said he would also consider 
switching the hosting of the Nations 

Anthony nlebem 
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CAF to review Nations Cup TV deals and timing

Cup from January to mid-year and 
also look at the two-year frequency.

“It is the big stars who make this 
tournament and I will be talking to 
them to see how they feel. This is 
something where we need to con-
sider many different points of view,” 
he said.

African footballers at European 
clubs are under increasing pressure 
to forego the tournament because it 
falls in the middle of their club season.

Ahead of January’s finals in Gabon, 
nine players took the unprecedented 

step of turning down call-ups to play 
for the country in order to stay at 
their clubs.

Ahmad said CAF would also look at 
regionalising qualification for its Un-
der-20 and Under-17 Championship.

Phillip Chiyangwa, president of the 
Council of Southern Africa Football 
Associations, said his organisation 
would also seek to reverse CAF’s de-
cision to host the next three Nations 
Cup tournaments in francophone 
countries in west Africa.

The 2019 tournament is to be held 

Rohr outline plans for AFCON 2019

S
uper Eagles Coach Gernot Rohr 
has commenced preparations 
in earnest ahead of their AF-
CON 2019 qualifiers tie against 

South Africa in June.
Rohr outlined his preparations 

plans for the tie in an interview con-
ducted at the Agege Stadium, where 
he visited to watch a Nigeria National 
League game between AS Racine and 
Warri Wolves.

“We are meeting them in just eight 
weeks, so we don’t have much time. 
We must prepare very well for that 
match and we have already set out a 
training scheme to prepare the team.

 “Some of the players will finish 
their league season at the beginning 
of May, some middle of May and we 
cannot allow them to go for holiday 
for three weeks and later ask them 
to come to camp ahead of the game 
against South Africa.

“We have a programme to work 
together as a team. We have arranged 
for camping in France and we have 
been invited for some friendly ga-
nes, although it’s not FIFA window. 
We have some young players who 
we need to look at and also some of 
them that have finished their season 
in Europe”.

 

in Cameroon, the 2021 finals in the 
Ivory Coast and 2023 was handed to 
Guinea.

“They were politically aggressively 
awarded to those countries. Only one 
region is benefiting from all competi-
tions,” he said. “There must be a com-
mission of enquiry into how this came 
about and we are going to protest it.”

Ahmad takes charge of his first 
CAF executive committee meeting 
in Bahrain on May 8, just days before 
the FIFA Congress.
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Let’s play Ostrich . . .

T
aiwo, Ogbuagu and I were just 
finishing our mid-week lunch in the 
restaurant by the lagoon, when a lady 
walked up to our table.

“I found you at long last!” she 
exclaimed, laughing and clapping her hands.

“Déjà vu!” I said. “Last time I heard this was 
years ago.”

“And the lady was pregnant,” said Ogbuagu.
“I’m not pregnant,” said the lady.
“Thank God!” said Taiwo.
“You are the Three Happy Cheers!” she said. 

“Don’t deny it!”
“We don’t deny it,” said Ogbuagu. “But who 

are you?”
“We don’t know you,” said Taiwo.
“And we don’t want to know,” I said. 
“Won’t you ask me to sit down?”
“We were just leaving,” said Ogbuagu.
“I sense trouble,” I said. “Let’s clear out of 

here, bros.”
“No, no, it’s okay,” said Taiwo. He drew up a 

chair. “Please have a seat, Madam.”
Awkward silence.
“Would you like something to drink?”
“I ordered something already.” 
Just then a steward came with a steaming 

bowl of pepper-soup and a glass of red wine. 
She took a spoonful.

“I came here to look for you for two 
Wednesdays.”

“Who told you we’re here on Wednesdays?”
“I had to bribe the Chief Steward to phone 

me when next you came here.”
“Bribery is illegal . . .”
“So now you found us . . .”
“I wanted to show you a game I invented.”
“Look, we don’t play,” I declared with 

severity.
“No, we don’t,” said Ogbuagu.
“What’s the name of the game?” asked 

Taiwo.
“It’s called Ostrich.”
“Is that the German name for Austria?”
“No, it’s the bird, the bird . . .”
“The one that doesn’t fly?”
“The one that’s always in denial?”
“The one that hides its head in the sand?”
 “That’s no game. It’s serious stuff.”
“It’s deadly . . .”
“Suicidal even.”
“In any case, it’s not a new game.”
“It’s as old as time.”
“So what else is new?”
I got up. “Come on, fellows, let’s get out of 

here.”
“Relax, O.J., relax,” said Taiwo. “You get so 

uptight, man.”
I resumed my seat, grudgingly. Let’s see how 

far this gets. Meanwhile I took to studying the 
lagoon’s brackish brown waters. Wonder how 
deep it is. What sort of marine life thrives in 
it. Heard the conversation in bits, as from a 
distance.

“Crude oil fell from over $110 per barrel to 
under $50 per barrel . . .”

“Everyone knew it was coming . . .”
“But no one did anything about it . . .”
 “Yes, they did something about it . . .”
“What could they do about it?”
“They hurried to clean out the treasury 

before there was nothing left to take and share. 
That’s what they did about it.”

“Who’s in charge here?”
“I don’t know who’s in charge.”
“Of course it’s the President.” 
“No, it’s the Minister of Finance.”
“But the National Assembly are always 

threatening to sack the Minister and impeach 
the President if they don’t do what they’re told.”

“Bah, it’s all team work. A well rehearsed 
play. Fool the Public is the name of the game.”

“So who’s really in charge here?”
“They are all in charge. Don’t you get it, 

dummy?”

“No, I don’t get it. I mean, when oil sold for 
$110 a barrel, they took a whopping $80 a barrel 
for the budget, plus a loan of N1.2 trillion.”

“That’s why it’s called a deficit budget—
because those in charge consume N1.2 trillion 
more than the national income available for 
spending each year.”

“Now oil is selling for less than $50 a barrel, 
still they set the budget on a benchmark of $65 
per barrel.” 

“So how much debt will they take on this 
year?”

“The National Debt is already $45 billion. 
What does it matter if another $5 billion (N1 
trillion) is added to it? It’s a simple matter of All 
in favour say Aye.”

I turned around and gave the group my full 
attention.

“So how is your game of Ostrich played, 
Madam?”

Her smile broadened into satisfaction. “It 
goes like this: I tell you a fact, and you do your 
best to refute it. I tell you another fact, and you 
come back with a counter-fact. We argue back 
and forth until we’re shouting and abusing 
each other . . .”

“Sounds like a nice family discussion . . .”
“Or a secondary school practice-debate . . .”
“It can get nasty, especially if you and I used 

to be on the same team . . .”
“Or if we come from the same village . . .”
“Then you can just say: when you were 

on the team you did the same thing. Then the 
game is over.”

“Really?”
“That simple?”
“So who wins?”
“We both win.”
“Wow! . . . Who loses?”
“Everyone else.”
“But everyone else is not in the game.”
“Everyone is in the game—either as players 

or as spectators.”
“Are you saying the players win and the 

spectators lose?”
“Exactly.”
“But spectators are usually cheering for one 

team or the other.”
“That’s right. The players of both teams win, 

and all their supporters lose, regardless which 
team they support.”

The Three Happy Cheers!—we were not 
cheered. Bewildered, really, if I may so admit.

“Let’s get out of here!” I said one final time . . . .
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Week
Quotes of the

You must be very careful when you add 
exclusions that are based on executables 
as incorrect exclusions may prevent some 
potentially dangerous programs from being 
detected. Because of this we do not recom-
mend that you rely on exclusions that are 
based on any process executables for Op-
erations Manager servers. However, if you 
have to make exclusions that are based on 
the process executables, use the following 
processes:

Monitoringhost.exe (Operations Manager 
2007)

Monitoringhost.exe (Operations Manager 
2012)

Monitoringhost.exe (Operations Manager 
2012 R2)

Exclusions by directories
The following directory-specific exclu-

sions for Operations Manager include real-
time scans, scheduled scans and local scans. 
The directories that are listed here are default 
application directories so you may have to 
modify these paths based on your specific 
environment. Only the following Opera-
tions Manager related directories should be 
excluded.

Important When a directory that is to be 
excluded has a directory name greater than 8 
characters long, add both the short and long 
directory names of the directory to the exclu-
sion list. These names are required by some 
AV programs to traverse the subdirectories. 

Blogs
From the 

“Whatever the case I’m still grateful to Nige-
rians. I deliberately came back towards the 
weekend so that the vice-president will con-
tinue and I will continue to rest. Thank you 
very much.” President Muhammadu Buhari.
“Nigerians voted for Mr. President because 
they believe in his leadership ability. Nige-
rians did not vote for any of his appointees, 
who were either former governors or former 
ministers. President Buhari must come clean 
on this issue: Nigerians are more important 
than any vested interested in his govern-
ment”. Femi Aborisade, human right activities.
“Acting President Yemi Osinbajo is a gift to 
Nigeria and he is doing a wonderful job, so 
we are happy with him. He is an incredibly 
hardworking, humble person and I think 
Nigeria has been blessed to have such a 
wonderful person as the acting president, Mr 
Vice President. He has real passion about this 
country and has so much integrity and we 
just wish him all the best”. Governor Ibikunle 
Amosun of Ogun State. 

Numbers
N29m
Kano State Government has approved more than 
N29 million for the training of Fulani milkmaids on 
modern milk processing.

N1b
Waheed Olagunju, the Acting Managing Director of 
Bank of Industry, says the bank will give N1 billion 
in loans to small and medium-scale enterprises in 


