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h i l e 
c h e c k i n g 
through his 
m a i l  b o x 
one early 

morning in June, Jude Ipalibo, 
a Port Harcourt-based health 
worker, received an email 
purporting to be from GTBank 
Customer Service informing 
him that his account was due 
for an update.

“There was a link (https:/
www.gtbank/ibank3/custom-
er-update/) and I was asked 
to login through the link to 
update my account details 
within 24 hours of the notice 
or face service interruption/

suspension,” Ipalibo narrated.
“I was jittery. I bank with 

GTBank and they occasion-
ally send notification mails. 
This one looked so genuine. I 
followed the link and started 
filling out my account details, 

but when they started asking 
for my PIN, BVN and such in-
timate details, I became suspi-
cious. I didn’t have to go too far. 
I simply went back to check 
the sender’s email address 
and, lo and behold, it wasn’t 

CHUKS OLUIGBO

Yahoo 
Boys 
still on 
rampage

BEWARE!

even from GTBank; the mail 
came from customer-support@
dodosn.net. I simply hit the de-
lete button and turned to other 
more serious things,” he added.

While Ipalibo escaped by 
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‘Yahoo Boys’ still...
the whiskers, Chimdi Okoh, an 
electronics importer at Alaba 
International Market in Lagos, 
was not so fortunate. When 
he got an email claiming to be 
from Yahoo Administrator, he 
did not double-check.

“Dear Yahoo User, your 
mailbox has exceeded the al-
located storage quota. You have 
currently used up 15359 MB 
(99%) of your 15360 MB capac-
ity. Upgrade to the new Yahoo 
Mail 7 now to get unlimited 
disk space. Review your last 
upgrade settings by clicking 
‘UPGRADE’. Thank you for 
taking this additional step to 
keep your account safe,” the 
mail said.

Innocently, Okoh clicked on 
the ‘UPGRADE’ link which re-
directed him to a cloned Yahoo 
website where he was required 
to enter his email address and 
password. He did, clicked on 
‘SUBMIT’ and went to get ready 
for the day’s business. Before 
he got to his shop around noon 
that day, he had received over 
10 calls from worried friends 
asking to know whether he 
was alright. Unknown to him, 
his assailants had gained access 
to his Yahoomail account using 
the password he submitted. 
They had sent out distress 
mails in his name to his con-
tacts claiming that he was 
stranded in Abuja, after being 
dispossessed of his belongings, 
including his ATM cards, on his 
way to the airport, and needed 
N50,000 to buy a ticket back 
to Lagos.

“Four friends said they had 
already transferred N50,000 to 
an account number I provided. 
Obviously, it was a good day for 
the scammers but a horrible 
day for me,” Okoh said.

Like Okoh, many Nigerians 
as well as foreigners have in 
recent times fallen for the ever-
evolving tricks of the ‘Yahoo 
Yahoo Boys’ whose stock-in-
trade is internet fraud.

Whether offline (using 
mobile telephones) or online, 
all over the social media, the 
‘Yahoo Yahoo Boys’ trail you, 
like a patient python, waiting 
for the opportune moment to 
strike. They are tech savvy. 
They hack into email accounts, 
replicate Facebook and Twit-
ter accounts, clone websites 
of banks, oil companies, tele-
communication companies, 
other corporate organisations, 
government ministries, depart-
ments and agencies, embas-
sies, security outfits, etc and 
sometimes advertise fake job 
vacancies with the intention 
of ripping people off. They 

transaction on your account 
for the bank’s Customer Digest 
Monthly Bulletin and ask you 
to authenticate or cancel such 
a request,” Ngwoke said.

“They may call you and 
make a juicy business proposal, 
after telling you a thing or two 
about yourself to convince 
you that they really know you. 
Sometimes their members who 
know you very well may sell 
information about you to them. 
They may call you and claim 
they are calling from London or 
New York and truly, a foreign 
code will appear on your cell 
phone and you think you are 
receiving international call 
when actually they are using 
a Nigerian network and calling 
from Nigeria. They sometimes 
use a kind of phone that will 
make you hear the voice of a 
woman when you are actually 
speaking with a man. And they 
often use inferior phones that 
are difficult to track,” he added.

According to Ngwoke, there 
is also the one called wonder 
bank, where victims deposit 
some amount of money and are 
repaid with outrageous interest 
after a short period.

“They make it look very 
genuine. You will see well-
furnished offices with staff; you 
will see people marketing with 
T-shirts and caps. When you 
deposit N100,000, for instance, 
they give you N125,000 after a 
few months. You deposit again 
and they increase the interest. 

You will then be forced to go 
and bring N1 million. As you 
are bringing, you are also telling 
others. By the time they have a 
substantial amount, they will 
pack the whole money and 
disappear,” he said.

“Even the so-called net-
work or multilevel marketing 
is systemic fraud. They tell you 
they are marketing products 
and that all you need to do is 
to register and get five people. 
In truth, nobody ever gets to 
the pinnacle. By the time you 
bring five people, those five will 
be expected to bring five people 
each, making 25; then the 25 
will be expected to bring five 
each, making 125. They know 
that everything will hang at 
this point because it is difficult 
to convince people and get 
them onboard, and when this 
happens, you can’t go forward 
and those under you can’t go 
forward. They simply close 
shop and start a fresh network.”

Ibe (not real name), a former 
‘Yahoo Yahoo Boy’ now turned 
motivational speaker, who 
resides in Festac Town, Lagos, 
told BDSUNDAY that there are 
many different ‘formats’ (the 
name they give to the content 
of the mails they send out) used 
for the ‘job’.

“For instance, there is the 
one of oil contracts, there is lot-
tery, there is next of kin, there 
is hotel booking or reservation, 
there is credit card,” Ibe said.

“On Facebook, they create 

make long calls, send out bulk 
SMS. They spend all their time 
on the internet sourcing email 
addresses and sending out 
bulk mails to the numerous 
email addresses they gather 
and hoping that their net must 
catch a ‘maga’, the term they use 
for their victims. They claim to 
be many things in one breath. 
They can be Yahoo administra-
tor, minister of petroleum, bank 
customer care representative, 
manager, central bank gover-
nor, mobile network provider, 
ambassador plenipotentiary, 
oil contractor, attorney, group 
managing director of a mul-
tinational. They are patient, 
with plenty of time on their 
hands. They are untiring, ever 
innovating and bursting with 
fresh ideas on how to swindle 
hardworking people.

Scam on the rise
Victor Ngwoke, a staff of 

the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
who resides in Port Harcourt, 
confirmed to BDSUNDAY that 
the agency receives many 
reports of scams perpetrated 
by Yahoo Yahoo Boys daily, 
and the menace may not end 
anytime soon.

“They come in various ways 
and always sound genuine and 
convincing. They can send you 
a mail or an SMS claiming to be 
from your bank and ask you to 
update your account details, 
authorize or cancel a password 
change, or notify you of a debit 

Continued from  page 1 alternate accounts with names 
and pictures of prominent pas-
tors, knowing how religious 
people are, and use such ac-
counts to request contributions 
to nonexistent charity. They 
also create accounts with pic-
tures of beautiful girls and send 
out love notes to tease lascivi-
ous men, especially foreigners, 
into parting with fortunes. On 
Yahoo, they hack into email ac-
counts and send SOS messages 
to the account owner’s con-
tacts. They use mobile phones 
to send out SMS informing 
people that they have won a 
lottery or promo they never 
even entered for. They send out 
emails purporting to be from 
banks with subjects which 
include ‘Suspicious Password 
Change Notification’ to ‘Mobile 
Banking Login Confirmation’, 
‘Mobile App Password Change 
Notification’, ‘Transaction Alert 
(Debit) Notification’, etc. And 
their dragnet will always catch 
unsuspecting people or the 
greedy ones,” he said.

A couple of mails made 
available to BDSUNDAY con-
firm the above claims as well 
as the dexterity of the Yahoo 
Yahoo Boys.

One such mail claiming to 
be from DiamondOnline, but 
which originated from hamil-
ton2093@bellsouth.net, reads:

“Please be informed that 
a Debit transaction occurred 
on your bank account. Kindly 
find details of the transac-

tion below: Account Number: 
00********; Description:    DIA-
MOND MONTHLY CUSTOM-
ER DIGEST SUBSCRIPTION; 
Reference No:  81596777; Trans-
action Amount: 7,098.55 NGN 
- NIGERIAN NAIRA; Transac-
tion Date:    21th-June-2016.

“As a result of this transac-
tion, the balances on this ac-
count would be deducted on 
the 22th of June. To maintain 
this subscription do not take 
any action as this would be a 
constant deduction from your 
account every month. If you 
wish to unsubscribe for this 
monthly bulletin, kindly do so 
here ==>CANCEL SUBSCRIP-
TION. Thank you for banking 
with Diamond.”

It adds a postscript: “This 
is an automated Transaction 
Alert Service. You are getting 
this email because a transac-
tion just occurred on your ac-
count that met the threshold 
you set. Please DO NOT reply 
this mail. For further enquiries, 
please call our Contact Centre 
on 07003000000, send an 
SMS to 30811 or email us at 
enquiries@diamondbank.com.”

Another, from macwells.
agency90@gmail.net but claim-
ing to be from ACCESS BANK 
e-fraud team, says:

“Dear user, Important se-
curity notice, Your Account 
Was Accessed from Access 
Mobile App to which your 
email …, is attached. Details: 
Friday, July 8, 2016 (West 
Africa Standard Time) LA-
GOS, NIGERIA* If you didn’t 
access or made this login, 
Kindly REVIEW ACCOUNT.

“NOTE: All apps made 
by ACCESS BANK me et 
security standards. An ac-
tion is required so as not to 
leave your account vulner-
able. Access Bank keeps you 
instantly informed about 
login activities on your ac-
count. Your online security 
is our priority, Thank you 
for your continued patron-
age.”

In the beginning
Ibe said while he can-

not say specifically when 
it started, financial fraud, 
popularly called 419 in Ni-
geria, predates the internet 
and mobile telephony in 
the country and has been 
fuelled by the high rate of 
youth unemployment.

“It blossomed especially 
in the late 1980s through 
the early 1990s, the days 
of Ibrahim Babangida as 
military head of state. Then 
there was neither internet 
nor GSM. All we had were 
fax machines and the NITEL 
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T
he American Uni-
versity of Nigeria 
will hold scholar-
ship examinations 
for newly accepted 

ship will be awarded to the can-
didate with the highest scores 
on JAMB UME nationally. 
Another 30 scholarships will 
be awarded to five candidates 
from each of the six geo-politi-
cal zones of the country under 
the university’s regional schol-
arships programme. Winners 
of the JAMB-based scholar-
ships will be selected based on 
results of the 2015 UME, while 
the regional scholarships win-
ners will be selected primarily 
based on their performance on 
the 2015 national scholarship 
examinations.” “ALL 2015 UME 
candidates newly accepted 
into the university for the Fall 
2016 Semester are eligible and 
invited to sit for the regional 
scholarships examinations. 
Candidates transferring from 
local and foreign universities as 
well as Direct Entry candidates 
are ineligible to write the schol-
arship examinations,” it added.

The centres where the ex-
aminations will be held and 
their contact information are 
as follows:

Intels Integrated Logistics 
Services, Km 16 Aba Express-
way, Port Harcourt, (contact: 
08075493243); Federal Govern-
ment College, Isi-Uzo Street, 
Independence Layout, Enugu, 

(contact: 08056200091); Mauve 
21 Event Centre, MKO Abiola 
Way, Iyana Adeoyo, Ring Road, 
Ibadan, (contact: 08077400585); 
Shehu Musa Yar’Adua Centre, 
1 Memorial Drive, Abuja, (con-
tact: 08052266302); Arewa 
House, 1 Rabah Road, Kaduna, 
(contact: 052266398), and Rob-
ert Pastor E-Library, AUN, 
Lamido Zubairu Way, Yola, 
(contact: 08055026923).

It was also stated that all 
eligible candidates must bring 
with them their Acceptance 
Letter into AUN and either 
an International passport, Na-
tional ID Card, or Voters Reg-
istration Card containing their 
photograph.

“Candidates freshly seek-
ing admission and those who 
have applied, but are yet to 
be notified of their admission 
into AUN, and their guardians 
can phone the test centres to 
receive permission to take the 
special scholarship examina-
tions. Those freshly seeking 
admission into AUN will need 
to complete an AUN admission 
application form at the venue of 
the examination before being 
allowed into the testing hall. 
There is no fee attached to this 
scholarship examination,” it 
added.

Rt. Revd. Johnson Onuoha, bishop of the Diocese of Arochukwu/Ohafia; Olagunsoye Oyinlola, a former governor of Osun State; Rt. Revd. Humphrey 
Olumakaiye, bishop of Osun North East Diocese; his wife, Motunrayo and Rt. Revd. Jacob Fashipe, a retired bishop of Oyo Diocese, after the reading of the 
2016 Bishop’s Charge at the first Session of the 3rd Synod, Osun North East Diocese which took place at Olori Ololade Hall, Diocesan Headquarters, Otan-
Ahegbaju, Osun State, recently.

students joining the university 
for the 2016/2017 academic ses-
sion on Saturday, July 30, 2016.

A statement by the Office 
of Communications and Public 

Relations said that the univer-
sity has increased new student 
scholarship awards to 67.

According to the state-
ment, “36 scholarships will be 

awarded to candidates with the 
highest scores on the 2015 Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation 
(JAMB) examination from all 
the 36 states, and one scholar-

AUN increases new student scholarship, 
holds exams nationwide July 30

land lines. We rummaged 
through catalogues for ad-
dresses of foreign companies 
and we wrote to them and 
sent the letters by post, then 
we waited for replies or calls,” 
narrated the motivational 
speaker.   

“We used many different 
‘formats’, they were always 
saying basically the same 
thing: there was always some 
huge unclaimed sum, usu-
ally running into millions of 
dollars. It could be delayed 
payment for an executed con-
tract, the estate of a deceased 
relative, etc. We worked then 
with the active collaboration 
of fraudulent bankers, includ-
ing even some CBN staff. And 
many guys made fortunes,” 
he said.

He further explained that 
even though General Sani 
Abacha introduced intercel-
lular mobile phones, things 
became tight under his re-
gime as it was impossible 
to send out letters without 
scrutiny and many ‘guy men’ 

‘Yahoo Boys’ still...
Continued  from  page  2 relocated to neighbouring 

African countries, especially 
Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire. But 
the advent of the internet 
in the tail end of the 1990s 
and GSM in the early 2000s 
revolutionized the ‘business’.

“With the coming of the 
internet, there was no need 
for the post office as it became 
easier to send out bulk mails 
by a click of the button, while 
GSM made offline commu-
nication lots easier as well. 
‘Guy men’ were in full bloom 
again. Because Yahoo was the 
commonest channel of online 
communication, they became 
known as Yahoo Yahoo Boys,” 
Ibe said.

He adde d that as the 
awareness of the activities 
of the 419ers grew and many 
would-be victims, especially 
foreigners, became wiser, 
more daring Yahoo Yahoo 
Boys began to use ‘spiritu-
al’ means (African remote 
control) to manipulate their 
‘magas’ in order to get them 
to pay.

Other strategies
The Yahoo Yahoo Boys 

also front as mobile service 
providers, as exemplified by 
the following account sent 
to this writer via WhatsApp:

“I received a call from 
someone claiming that he 
was from my mobile ser-
vice provider asking me to 
shut down my phone for two 
hours for 3G update to take 
place. As I was rushing for a 
meeting, I did not question 
but just shut down my cell 
phone. After 45 minutes, I 
felt very suspicious since the 
caller did not even introduce 
himself properly. I quickly 
turned on my cell phone and 
saw several missed calls from 
my family members as well 
as from the number that had 
called me earlier.

“I called my parents and I 
was shocked that they sound-
ed very worried asking me 
whether I was safe. My par-
ents told me that they had 
received a call from someone 
claiming that they had me 
with them and asking for 
money to set me free. The call 
was so real and my parents 
even heard ‘my voice’ cry-

ing out loud asking for help. 
My father was at the bank 
waiting for the next call to 
proceed for money transfer. 
I told my parents that I was 
safe and asked them to lodge 
a police report.

“Right after that I received 
another call from the guy ask-
ing me to shut down my cell 
phone for another one hour 
which I refused to do and 
hung up. He kept calling my 
cell phone until the battery 
ran down. I lodged a police 
report and I was informed 
by the officer that there were 
many such scams reported. 
Most of the cases reported 
that the victim had already 
transferred the money! And 
it is impossible to get back 
the money.”

Staying safe
S om e  Ni ge ri a n s  wh o 

spoke to BDSUNDAY believe 
that only the greedy can fall 
victim to these scammers.

“Take the case of the fake 
La Casera drink and win, lot-
tery or other promos. You did 
not drink La Casera, you did 
not enter for any promo or 

lottery, and someone sends 
you a mail that you won and 
you go on to respond and call 
a number given to you, you 
are not any better than the 
fraudster who contacted you 
in the first place. You want 
to reap where you did not 
sow. If they defraud you, it’s 
good reward for your greed,” 
said Jide Lasisi, an Abeokuta-
based journalist.  

However, others say with 
the new strategies adopted 
by the Yahoo Yahoo Boys, it 
is no longer solely a matter 
of greed. They emphasise the 
need to double-check before 
responding to any suspicious 
email or SMS.

“Whether we like it or not, 
we are in a digital generation 
and people need to update 
themselves. When you re-
ceive such a message, what 
do you do? Do you ask ques-
tions or do you just go and 
start clicking on what you 
don’t know? Usually banks 
keep saying they will never 
request for your PIN, pass-
word, etc either on phone or 
by email. Even when you go 

to use ATM, those messages 
will show before you make 
your transaction, but people 
still fall prey,” said Ngwoke 
of EFCC.

“If you have any issues, 
call customer care or go to 
the nearest branch of your 
bank for clarification. But 
sometimes people just see 
something close to what the 
bank used to send to them 
and they just begin to re-
spond,” he added.

Ngwoke also said that if 
people checked properly, they 
would be able to decipher a 
genuine mail from the fake.

“The moment you look 
at the kind of messages they 
send, there must be errors, 
especially of punctuation, 
such as beginning proper 
nouns with small letter or us-
ing capital letters arbitrarily. 
Corporate organizations don’t 
make such mistakes,” he said.

“The bottomline is just for 
people to update themselves. 
If you don’t know anything 
in technology, then don’t use 
technology to do business or 
financial transaction,” he said.
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T
he people of the 
Niger Delta have 
been urged to begin 
to ask their leaders 
to account for the 

huge allocations to the region, 
over the years.

The former rector of the 
Maritime Academy of Nige-
ria, Oron, Akwa Ibom State, 
Nseyen Ebong, who gave 
the advice also appealed to 
the Federal Government to 
negotiate with Niger Delta 
Avengers with a view to end-
ing attacks on oil installations 
in the South South region of 
the country.

Speaking in an interview 
in his office in Uyo, the Akwa 
Ibom State capital, Ebong said 
the people should learn to de-
mand for accountability and 
transparency on how funds 
allocated to states in the re-
gion are being utilised.

“We should ask our lead-
ers to account for what they 
have collected from the fed-

eration account,’’ he said.
The former rector also 

said that negotiating with the 
militants has become the best 
option in ending the current 
crisis in the region.

“I would like to appeal to 
the Federal Government to 
dialogue with them (NDA), 
it is the best option that will 
ensure the return of peace to 
the region,’’ he said.

In an interview with 
BDSUNDAY, Ebong, who is 
the immediate past rector of 
the Maritime Academy of 
Nigeria (MAN), Oron, how-
ever, appealed to members 
of the NDA to reconsider 
their strategy as their al-
leged attack on oil installa-
tions was “aggravating the 
suffering of the people’’ in 
the area.

The region has witnessed a 
resurgence of militant activi-
ties recently with reports of 
oil facilities being attacked 
and oil companies in the re-
gion shutting down opera-
tions.

Meanwhile, key stake-

holders have identified the 
decision of the Federal Gov-
ernment to drop plans to 
continue with the proposed 
maritime university in the 

L-R: Tundun Anifowoshe, mother of the day; Ifetaye Gbenga Ifebogun, chairman, and Titus Olagunju, proprietor at the event

region in which a budget 
has been allocated for the 
development of institution 
as one of the reasons for the 
upsurge of militant activities 

in the region.
 However, other stakehold-

ers who spoke on condition 
of anonymity said the fight 
against corruption currently 

being waged by the Feder-
al Government appears to 
be one-sided only targeting 
people from a section of the 
country.

Speaking in the same vein, 
Patrick Elder, chairman of the 
Nigeria Union of Journalists, 
Akwa Ibom State council said 
while citizens should demand 
accountability from elected 
leaders on the use of funds 
accruing to the region, the 
Federal Government should 
ensure that oil block alloca-
tion is fair to all a sections of 
the country.

Albert also suggested that 
the Petroleum Industry Bill 
which has been in the nation-
al assembly for years should 
be revisited to give a sense of 
belonging to the region adding 
that employment of indigenes 
of the Niger Delta region 
should be given priority by 
the oil companies to stem 
the rising tide of agitation 
while issues of underdevel-
opment of the region should 
be addressed by the Federal 
Government.

Ex-rector urges Niger Delta people to 
seek accountability from their leaders

Be focused in life, proprietor, and 
valedictory chairman urge pupils

CHINYERE OKEKE

Y
oung school leav-
ers in Nigeria have 
been urged to be 
focused in life and 

not to allow themselves to 
be driven by every shade of 
suggestions and decisions 
that are not in tandem with 
their capabilities and aspira-
tions in life.

The advice was given in 
Lagos recently by Ifetaye 
Gbenga Ifebogun, who was 
chairman at the 9th valedic-
tory and thanksgiving ser-
vice of Timi Comprehensive 

College, Surulere, Lagos, and 
Titus Olagunju, proprietor of 
the school.

In his remarks, Ifebogun 
advised the graduating stu-
dents to sit back and properly 

…wants FG to negotiate with Avengers
ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

determine the career path to 
pursue in life, and must not 
be deceived into jumping 
into any profession they are 
convinced they are not com-
petent in.

According to him, it is not 
compulsory that all of them 
that left secondary school 
now must get admission into 
the university, polytechnic 
or college of education at the 
same time.

“If I ask you what you hope 
to become in life, many of 
you will say medical doctor, 
accountant, lawyer, engineer, 
etc. These are all good, but I 
want to advise that you must 
discover where your com-
petence lies before choosing 
a career path. You must not 
rush into any course simply 
because your friend is doing 
it or that your parents want 
you to do it. Again, it is not 
compulsory to go into the uni-
versity as soon as you leave 
secondary school. Discover 
what God wants you to be in 

life,” he said.
According to the chair-

m a n ,  “ W h e n  a d m i s s i o n 
into the university does not 
come immediately, engage 
yourself profitably by going 
to learn some trades or to ac-
quire some skills. You may 
be shocked that later in life, 
even after you must have 
gone to the university and 
graduated, it is that trade 
or the skills you acquired 
during the waiting period 
that will feed you in life. 
So, that major course you 
are going to pursue in the 
university may not be what 
you will depend on in life. It 
happened to me.”

In his remarks, Titus Ola-
gunju, the proprietor of Timi, 
urged the students to be wor-
thy ambassadors of the school 
and always ensure they hold 
up the banner of hard work 
and excellence that had been 
their guiding light all through 
their academic sojourn at 
Timi Comprehensive College.    
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Peterside takes a swipe at Wike

N
igeria may los e 
over 2.5 million 
children to malnu-
trition, if the issue 

of nutrition is not taken seri-
ously by the federal and state 
governments.

The United Nations Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund (UNI-
CEF) stated this in Owerri, 
Imo State, during a media dia-
logue on child malnutrition, 
with the theme, ‘Good nutri-
tion- an investment for the 
future’.

Speaking at the workshop, 
Donue Porter, chief commu-
nication, UNICEF Abuja, said  
that more than 2.5 million 
children in Nigeria are cur-
rently suffering from severe 
acute malnutrition and that 
about 20 percent of the chil-
dren would die if not attended 
to at the right time.

Porter, who lamented 
that UNICEF cannot be in 
every part of the country 
all the time, called on media 
practitioners to amplify the 
campaign against child mal-
nutrition to make Nigerian 
government invest more on 
nutrition.

“We are looking at chil-
dren under five years, it is 
a problem everywhere in 
Nigeria and we are counting 
on you to spread the message,” 
she said.

According to her, two out 

Nigeria may lose over 2.5 m 
children to malnutrition - UNICEF

REGIS ANUKWUOJI, Enugu of three Nigerian children 
are malnourished because 
they are not receiving the 
right food.

Porter noted that the Com-
munity-Based Management 
of Acute Malnutrition is cur-
rently being implemented in 
12 states, adding that in 2015, 
400,000 children received 

available, 1000 children die in 
Nigeria every day as a result 
of malnutrition.

He advised that mothers 
who engage in giving their 
children water during exclu-
sive breast feeding should 
stop as it affects the children 
and causes severe acute mal-
nutrition.

Fusheini stated that for 
severe acute malnutrition 
to be tackled in the country 
there must be immediate ac-
tion plan.

The action plans, he said 
include, adopting a compre-
hensive multi-sectoral nutri-
tion strategic action plan, gov-
ernment ensuring adequate 
funding of the programme, 
among others.

He said that would be 
more beneficial for the Fed-
eral Government to direct its 
social intervention funds to 
solve the problem of malnu-
trition in the country, saying 
that UNICEF has invested 
about $180 million US dol-
lars to roll out malnutrition 
problems in Nigeria.

He regretted that it takes 
about $61 to treat severe acute 
malnutrition child, adding 
that intensified campaign 
would be needed to reduce 
the high rate of acute malnu-
trition in the country. 

He urged the media to 
monitor government poli-
cies and pronouncement on 
funds released to reduce the 
rate of malnutrition in the 
country and also ensure that 
such funds are judiciously 
utilised.

Chris Isokpunwu of the 
Federal Ministry of Health 
who spoke on the nutrition 
situation in Nigeria, stated 
that every single day Nigeria 
loses about 2,300 under-five 
children.

CMAM services while 77,000 
lives were saved.

She stated that severe 
acute malnutrition could 
be prevented in Nigeria by 
avoiding giving children be-
tween 0-6 months water dur-
ing exclusive breast feeding.

Other measures according 
to UNICEF, include prepar-

ing rich food for children 
immediately after exclusive 
breast feeding, giving 3-4 
meals daily to children above 
6 months and proper washing 
of hands and utensils after 
use to avoid diseases.

In a lecture, a Nutrition 
Specialist, Zacharia Fusheini 
said that based on statistics 
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T
he All Progres-
sives Congress 
g u b e r n a t o r i a l 
candidate in the 
2 0 1 5  e l e c t i o n 

and the Director-General 
of NIMASA (Nigerian Mari-
time Safety Administration 
Agency), Dakuku Peterside, 
has described the alleged 
antics of Governor of Riv-
ers State, Nyesom Wike, 
as unacceptable. In a state-
ment mailed to journalists, 
Peterside accused Wike of 
intimidation and blackmail 
but said such was crude, un-
cultured and unbecoming of 
a person occupying the high 
office of governor.

He said that this was un-
acceptable to Rivers’ people. 
Peterside was said to be react-
ing to Wike’s outburst against 
the Nigerian Police Force and 
the person of the Inspector-
General of Police. He said that 
it was wrong for Wike to arro-
gate to himself the powers to 
determine and decide which 
officer should be posted to 
Rivers State or any other state 
for that matter.

He stressed that it was not 
in doubt and therefore, not 
debatable as to the fact that it 
is only the Inspector-General 
of Police that has the powers, 
as a matter of administrative 
and operational procedure, 
to identify and deploy com-
petent officers to take charge 

of any state based on intel-
ligence exigencies.

Peterside emphasised that 
it was not in doubt that Wike’s 
fear about which police of-
ficer is posted to Rivers State 
was based on the erroneous 
belief that it will be business 
as usual without recognising 
the principled position of the 
current administration.

The APC former governor-
ship candidate advised Wike 
to toe the line of decency over 
matters concerning security 
officers, stressing that Riv-
ers State is a peace-loving 
state but that Wike’s style 
was gradually eroding the 
jealously-guarded character-
istics of the good people of 
Rivers State.

 In a related development, 
the 2015 governorship candi-
date lambasted Wike follow-
ing the governor’s comments 
against the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission 
(INEC) and its chairman at a 
public event.

He said: “Nyesom Wike 
must grow up in etiquette, 
public conduct and utter-
ances. This is definitely not 
a fitting portrayal of who we 
are as decent Rivers people. 
We have a history of decency 
in our utterances, public con-
duct and inter-relationships. 
Rivers State is indeed on a 
downward spin and only 
God can salvage our once re-
spectable and peaceful state,” 
Peterside said.

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Dakuku Peterside

…Says recklessness will no longer be tolerated by Rivers’ people

R-L: Okey Nwuke, group deputy managing director; Coscharis Group; Cosmas Maduka, president/CEO; Fred Ameobi, group executive director, and Abiona 
Babarinde, geral manager marketing, at the official unveiling of new Jaguar F-Pace in Lagos, at the weekend. Pic by Olawale Amoo



News Analysis

W
orld leaders, 
including 
President 
M u h a m -
madu Bu-

hari, had assumed that all was 
well with Turkish democracy 
until late evening of July 15, 
2016 when a faction of the 
country’s military officers 
who were uneasy with Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
leadership style attempted to 
overthrow him in a bloody 
coup, claiming over 294 lives 
and wounding several hun-
dreds in the process.

Like its Nigerian counter-
part with bizarre history of 
coups, the Turkish military 
has seized the reins of power 
four times since 1960, acting, 
in its view, to “guard the values 
of the Turkish Republic from 
those who would threaten it”. 

While there is still a lot of 
uncertainty around the failed 
coup in Turkey, with govern-
ment declaring a state of emer-
gency in a desperate attempt to 
purge its military, analysts say 
the reasons the Turkish coup 
leaders had always given, be-
lieving they were acting along 
Turkish military tradition of 
protecting Turkey’s democracy 
from its elected leaders, are 
akin to the ones given by the 
Nigerian military to justify the 
several coups in the past. 

Accusations against Er-
dogan

President Erdogan, who 
won a heated presidential 
election in 2014 after a long 
span as prime minister, has 
governed in an increasingly 
authoritarian fashion, accord-
ing to report emanating from 
Turkey. The allegations against 
him include censoring the 
press, arresting political op-
ponents, brutally quashing 
protests, and attempting to 

arrogate greater powers to his 
office while eschewing radical 
Islamist movements and pub-
licly reaffirming secularism. 
He has also reportedly given a 
stronger role to religious educa-
tion and ramped up his own 
Islamic rhetoric.

Reports in the Turkish me-
dia say the religious reforms, 
which were just one part of a 
much wider modernization 
programme that included ban-
ning the traditional Turkish 
hat (called a fez) and switching 
from Arabic to Roman script, 
as well as visionary plans to 
promote women’s education, 
work, and political involve-
ment and religious feeling, 
were much harder to root out.

President Erdogan has since 
moved rapidly to round up his 
adversaries, arresting more 
than 6,000 soldiers, including 
senior military leaders, and 
judges suspected of involve-
ment. Many lower-ranking 
soldiers have been detained 
and locked in schools and gym-
nasiums in the capital, Ankara.

The Turkish president has 
since requested the extradi-
tion order for a man he said 
was responsible for the coup, 
Fethullah Gulen, an Islamist 
cleric and long-time foe of the 
president who lives in self-im-
posed exile in the US, to stand 
trial in Ankara for allegedly 
masterminding the coup.

The West/Erdogan in 
showdown over human rights 
abuse, death penalty  

While President Erdogan 
has hinted that he may re-
introduce the death penalty 
which the country abolished 
in 2004 in line with its bid to 
join the European Union (EU), 
with expectations growing of 
heavy measures against dis-
sent, European politicians have 
started sending warnings to 
the Turkish president that the 
coup attempt did not give him 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE ly determined by merit and 
competence, adding that the 
Nigerian military is a profes-
sional and unbiased institution 
which the present government 
is trying to refocus to its consti-
tutional responsibility after it 
was politicized and turned to 
‘political military’ by previous 
administrations.

“President Buhari is the one 
on the saddle and I believe as a 
tested general and leader, he is 
taking his decisions based on 
the facts on his table and if I 
find myself in his shoes with 
the available facts of the rot 
in the society in which our 
land has become a theatre 
of the absurd, I might do the 
same based on available facts,” 
Ekujumi said.

“We can only avoid a coup 
now and in the future if there is 
justice in the land and with the 
way our democracy is evolv-
ing, it will be very difficult if 
not impossible for a military 
coup to happen again in Nige-
ria in view of our political his-
tory and the various measures 
being put in place by govern-
ment to reposition the military 
to be solely focused on their 
constitutional responsibility of 
protection of the country from 
external aggression,” he said.

He emphasised that the 
failed coup attempt in Turkey 
cannot be likened to the Ni-
gerian situation because the 
state of the economy today, 
which is a heavy burden on 
both the citizens and govern-
ment, is well appreciated by a 
large majority of the citizens 
as a consequence of years of 
mismanagement and corrupt 
practices by successive govern-
ments and their cronies.

“It has been insinuated in 
certain quarters that among so 
many reasons being advanced 
for the failed coup is the issue 
of corruption, clampdown on 
opposition, absence of rule of 

law and inflexibility on state 
matters by the Turkish presi-
dent, and everybody knows 
very well that the violation 
of rule of law, promotion of 
corruption, clampdown on 
opposition, inflexibility, etc are 
very much frowned against 
by the Buhari administration. 
Therefore, the comparison 
cannot be made. President 
Buhari is not in the same shoes 
with President Erdogan on this 
alleged constitutional infrac-
tion. Democratically, we are 
on course and are consolidat-
ing on our democracy, so the 
issue of a coup is not palatable 
and should not be considered,” 
he said. 

He said the lesson Nigerians 
can draw from the failed coup 
in Turkey is that “no matter 
how bad a civilian or demo-
cratic government is, military 
government of no fixed tenure, 
unlike a democratic govern-
ment which has a tenure that 
is always renewed, is not an 
option and Nigerians can see 
it from how the Turks from all 
divides united and said no to 
military adventurists”.

But the facts on ground 
contradict Ekujumi’s position. 
Barely a few weeks ago, there 
was a rumour of planned coup 
in Nigeria, which informed 
sources told BDSUNDAY was 
actually true, saying the matter 
is currently being investigated 
by the Nigerian government.

It was speculated that some 
officers of the Nigerian army 
had approached the Niger 
Delta militants for support to 
carry out a coup against the 
government, and the army 
authority said it would inves-
tigate and track down those 
behind it if found to be true. 

“The attention of the Nige-
rian Army has been drawn to 
another campaign of calumny 
and distraction by faceless 
criminal gang of economic 
saboteurs that hide under the 
aegis of Joint Niger Delta Lib-
eration Force (JNDLF) alleging 
that some officers of the Nigeri-
an Army approached them for 
support to overthrow our duly 
elected present democratic 
government,” Sani Usman, 
spokesman for the army, said 
in a statement.

“We also see this specula-
tion as a dangerous distrac-
tion to our effort in fighting 
insurgency and other criminal 
elements in the country. The 
Nigerian Army would like to 
send a strong and an unequivo-
cal warning to those speculat-
ing a coup by the Nigerian 
Army against the government 
to desist forthwith,” he said.

Turkey’s failed coup and 
lessons for Nigeria
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a “blank cheque” to disregard 
the rule of law.

Guenther Oettinger, EU 
Commissioner, said in an in-
terview that President Er-
dogan would move Turkey 
away from the core values 
represented by the EU and 
the NATO defence alliance, 
of which Turkey has been a 
crucial member in the fight 
against ISil, if he decides to use 
the attempted coup to restrict 
basic democratic rights further.

“He would strengthen his 
position domestically, but he 
would isolate himself interna-
tionally,” he warned.

US President Barack Obama 
has also expressed concern by 
pictures showing the rough 
treatment of the arrested sus-
pects, some of who appeared 
stripped to their underwear 
and handcuffed behind their 
backs.

According to report, Presi-
dent Obama who spoke by 
telephone last Tuesday with 
President Erdogan reiterated 
US commitment to the demo-
cratically elected government 
of Turkey, but also urged that 
those arrested in the wake of 
the coup attempt be afforded 
their rights of due process un-
der the Turkish Constitution.

President Erdogan, who 
beat down the attempted coup 
by Saturday morning, has 
rounded up and dismissed 
thousands of members of the 
military, police and judiciary 
whom he accuses of being fol-
lowers of Gulen and plotting 
against Turkey’s democrati-
cally elected government. He 
told a crowd of supporters at-
tending a funeral of a loyalist 
killed on Friday night that he 
would “clean the virus from all 
the state bodies”.

Turkish Prime Minister Bi-
nali Yildirim confirmed that an 
official request was sent to the 
US for the extradition of Gulen, 

according to state-run media.
“We have sent four dossiers 

to the United States for the ex-
tradition of the terrorist chief,” 
Yildirim said during the rul-
ing Justice and Development 
Party meeting at the parlia-
ment in Ankara, the Anadolu 
Agency reported.

While the government has 
been keen to suggest a small 
band of low-ranking dissenters 
were behind the coup, a new 
report and the released names 
of military figures linked to 
the plot suggest it ran much 
deeper; 2,839 soldiers held in 
prison, 2,745 judges facing 
arrest.

But Gulen, the man Turk-
ish government believes to 
have sponsored the coup, told 
journalists he would obey any 
extradition ruling from the US, 
but insisted that he had noth-
ing to do with the uprising and 
suggested rather that President 
Erdogan could have staged 
the attack himself in order to 
legitimise a fresh crackdown 
on the judiciary and military.

Lessons for Nigeria
Nelson Ekujumi, head, 

Committee for the Protection 
of Peoples Mandate (CPPM), in 
an interview with BDSUNDAY 
upheld that the only way Nige-
ria can avoid a military coup 
or insurrection, as happened 
in Turkey, is entrenchment of 
good governance and justice in 
all spheres of national life.

“That is not to suggest that 
if these parameters are present, 
we won’t still have pockets of 
disgruntled elements being 
on the prowl, but largely, the 
society and our democracy 
will be engendered if we make 
justice and equity our number 
one focus in dealing with is-
sues,” he said.

According to him, President 
Buhari’s appointment of se-
curity chiefs, which has been 
heavily criticised, was large-

... Pundits list Erdogan’s pitfalls Buhari must avoid 

Continues on page  9
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A
s Nigerians grapple 
to adjust to current 
economic realities 
following govern-
ment’s policies and 

their resultant hike in cost of 
living, with certain food items 
once within reach of the mass-
es now exclusive, Nigerians’ 
woes are being compounded 
with sharp practices by des-
perate rice sellers who prefer 
undeserved gain at the expense 
of others.

This is as the nefarious acts 
of ric e rebranding and re-
bagging are currently the order 
of the day in Daleko, a popular 
rice market in Mushin Local 
Government Area of Lagos 
State.   

Our correspondent, who 
worked on a tip-off that some 
traders in the market were 
again repackaging low qual-
ity rice in bags of high quality 
brands, reports that the dealers 
are consequently short-chang-
ing unsusp e cting Nigerian 
buyers by selling to them low 
quality rice rebranded as high 
quality ones.

While the criminal activities 
still take place in broad daylight 
in Daleko market, further inves-
tigation, however, revealed that 
much of the rebranding and re-
bagging activities happen late 
night when ‘unfamiliar’ faces 
would have left the market.

When he was interrogated 
on the activities in the market, 
an elderly male rice seller in 
Daleko market who gave his 
name as Tajudeen, unaware 
that our correspondent was 
working undercover, said the 
leadership of the market rou-
tinely levied traders involved 
in the acts in order to make 
money available for police 
officers and others who usu-
ally come around to take ‘their 
share’ of the illegal profits.  

But the Daleko market rice 
sellers ‘technically’ refuted the 
allegations, while admitting 
that there were cases of some 
greedy rice sellers who engaged 
in the criminality in the past.

A l h a j a  A k i n s e t e ,  v i c e 
president of the market, told 
BDSUNDAY that the leadership 
of the market quickly rose to 
nib the trend in the bud before 
the market would be given 
a bad name in the ears of its 
customers.

“They have all been warned 
of such illegality. If anyone is 
caught short-changing custom-
ers by exchanging one product 
for another, he or she would be 
handed over to the police for 
prosecution,” she said.

“Apart from the leadership 

of the market going round 
to inspect the activities of 
the traders, they have also 
employed the services of the 
O’odua People’s Congress (OPC) 
to fish out the perpetrators,” she 
added. Alhaja Amori, market 
ambassador, argued that what 
s ome c onc erne d Nigerians 
must have seen in the market 
recently and concluded that 
it was rice rebranding and 
repackaging must have been 
soaked rice poured out to dry 
in the sun.

“You know this is  rainy 
season. Sometimes the rice 
would got wet before it gets 
to the market no matter how 
well it was covered. In such a 
situation, you have to spread 
it out to dry, otherwise it will 
get spoilt in the shop and the 
same customers will complain 
that bad rice was sold to them,” 
Amori said.

“So, by the time the rice is 
dried and you are putting it back 
in its bag, suspecting customers 
might mistake it for something 
else. Any customer with a proof 
of such crime should be free to 
report the number of the shop 
to the leadership of the market 
for decisive action. Some have 
been sent out of the market in 
the past for engaging in acts ca-
pable of bringing the market to 
disrepute,” she told BDSUNDAY.

But findings and experienc-
es of several Nigerians show 
that the leadership of the mar-
ket may have been economical 
with the truth.

Osita Aniemeka, Abia State-
based pioneer director, Centre 

for Learning Communities 
(CLC) and member, Social En-
terprise Association (SEA), told 
BDSUNDAY in a telephone 
interview that the criminal 
activity has increased in recent 
times in the country, calling 
on the appropriate authorities 
to stop the act he referred as 
‘economic sabotage’.

“The first time I saw what 
you are talking about in Daleko, 
I was shocked because it was 
happening in daytime. As the 
traders poured low quality rice 
into Stallion Rice bag, there was 
no fear whatsoever in them. I 
had just returned to Nigeria at 
the time; that was nearly two 
years ago. If Nigeria is not a 
corrupt country you will not 
be talking about the same issue 
now. I actually assume the issue 
would have been dealt with 
since,” he said.

BDSUNDAY also reliably 
gathered that unethical re-bag-
ging and rebranding of rice is 
not only associated with Dale-
ko and other Nigerian open rice 
markets. Big companies in the 
industry who are major rice 
importers also engage in the 
unethical activities with the 
aid of officials of government’s 
monitoring agencies. 

Highly placed sources in 
the industry who confided in 
BDSUNDAY say big rice players 
in the country (names with-
held for legal reasons) are also 
involved in the nefarious acts 
mainly for profit maximiza-
tion, since the FG stopped the 
waiver for rice importation.

“Big rice companies in the 

country are also taking ad-
vantage of improved quality 
of some Nigerian-made rice. 
They know the ones that can 
compete with some imported 
rice. Since they already have 
the name, they now work with 
local farmers since Nigerians 
love to buy foreign brands. It is 
part of a new market strategy 
and I think in the end, it will 
work for the good of the Nige-
rian economy. But Nigerians 
must quickly realize that the 
earlier they start appreciating 
and patronizing local products, 
the better for the country,” one 
source said.   

Investigation also shows 
that these days most Nigerians 
are no longer able to differenti-
ate between local and foreign 
rice due to improvement in 
the quality of Nigerian rice. In 
many cases, what most Nigeri-
ans, including the elite, call ‘for-
eign rice’ is actually local rice 
re-bagged as foreign brands.

A media consultant who 
did not want his name in print 
because of his current position 
narrated to BDSUNDAY how 
he was fooled into believing 
that he had eaten foreign rice 
until his wife detected that it 
was not so.

“Mama Gold is usually the 
rice we eat in our home. I am 
actually addicted to it because 
of its coolness in the mouth. On 
that fateful day, I had finished 
eating and was listening to 
news on television when my 
wife suddenly emerged from 
the storehouse to explain the 
difference to me. While we 

Gains, pains as rice rebranding, re-bagging 
continue in Lagos’ Daleko market 

were eating, she had argued 
that there was something about 
the rice,” the media consultant 
said.

“Frankly speaking, I actually 
did not see much difference 
between both. That tells me 
that the quality of local rice has 
greatly improved,” he said.

When asked to suggest ways 
government could urgently 
tackle the problem, he said the 
current regime’s policy of not 
granting waivers for rice im-
portation should be sustained, 
saying that with the policy, 
it was only a matter of time 
before those selling Nigerian 
rice in foreign bags would come 
out of hiding to identify with 
locally-made rice.

Toyin Yisau, a Lagos-based 
economist, argued that those 
involved in the acts are not all 
doing so for negative reasons 
but that among them, there 
were those who simply are 
pissed off with Nigerian buyers 
who will not buy anything un-
less it is branded foreign.

“There are several angles to 
the questions you are asking. 
Some of the rice sellers re-bag 
and rebrand in order to remain 
in business since many Nigeri-
ans would not readily patron-
ize a product if it is made in 
Nigeria. We just crave anything 
foreign. If particular local rice 
can match up with particular 
foreign rice, chances are that 
the Nigerian seller may for 
business reasons put the local 
product into the bag of foreign 
product. It all depends on the 
motive of the seller and the side 
the buyer wants to view the is-
sue from,” she told BDDUNDAY.

She explained that on a sec-
ond thought, for Nigerian rice 
eaters to consume locally-made 
rice without realizing it goes to 
show improvement in quality 
and requests that the FG take 
the necessary steps to ensure 
that foreign brands do not con-
tinue to take credit for Nigerian 
brands for whatever reason.        

When BDSUNDAY attempt-
ed to reach the Lagos Police 
Command’s spokesperson on 
the issue, phone numbers of the 
Command posted on the Force 
Headquarters website were 
switched off. As at the time of 
filing in this report, there was 
as yet no reply to text messages 
sent to the numbers asking 
about the Command’s efforts 
at combing the market.

Director general of Stan-
dards Organisation of Nigeria 
(SON) was said not to be on 
seat when BDSUNDAY visited 
the Lekki Phase 1 office of the 
organisation. But a senior staff 
of SON who craved anonymity 
because he was not in the posi-
tion to speak to the press said 
the agency has since beamed its 
searchlight on the Daleko mar-
ket following similar reports.

According to him, efforts are 
currently being synchronized 
in order to adequately monitor 
the activities of the rice sellers 
so as to bring the perpetrators 
to book.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
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A policeman’s price for 
chasing kidnappers
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Turkey’s failed coup and lessons...

A 
policeman threw in all 
his weight in the hunt 
for kidnappers to rescue 
a prince but came off 
with a gaping hole in his 

leg, almost dead. This seems to be a 
highpoint in the deepening criminal-
ity that threatens to swallow Rivers 
State, especially Eleme, the host 
community of hundreds of industries 
and federal commercial concerns 
including Port Harcourt Refinery 
and Nigeria’s Petrochemicals outfit.  

Ogban, a handsome, brisk walk-
ing, striking and charming police offi-
cer attached to the Eleme Police Divi-
sion is among few that have cheated 
death once in their lives. Many 
policemen have met their deaths in 
strange and common ways in the 
oil-rich state but Ogban, a sergeant, 
and his inspector encountered death 
in the hands of some kidnappers who 
almost succeeded in whisking away 
a son of a royal father in Eleme, Paul 
Obelle, one of the richest Eleme il-
lustrious gentlemen, few weeks back.

 The gallant police officer seemed 
to know the dangers ahead chas-
ing Rivers breed of kidnappers but 
the thought of the young price in 
the hands of abductors seemed to 
propel him to the danger-point. The 
sophistication (A.K 47, Pump Action, 
and Automatic Rifles) of the gang-
sters versus the limited arms of the 
sergeant and his inspector seemed 
to be an issue.

In the Niger Delta, an encounter 
with militants and cultists/kidnap-
pers would be celebrated if any police 
officer returns home in one piece; 
almost a life or death mission. Ogban 
and his team came back victorious, 
actually, but with an unmitigated 
deadly result. The prince was rescued 
back to his parents but Ogban re-

turned to his Division and his people 
with one of his legs almost completely 
condemned during exchange of fire 
with the kidnappers. 

Thank God that he is alive with 
an assurance of getting his ruptured 
leg back on stand. As at the time of 
writing this piece, he was already on 
intensive medical treatment at a place 
in Eastern Nigeria struggling to get his 
ruptured leg back to life.

The end of the gun battle between 
the police team and the kidnappers 
indicated that none of the kidnap-
pers was brought down or killed 
but escaped though the police team 
accomplished their mission by a 
whisker.

This mission was accomplished 
through a deadly duel with kidnap-
pers. For sure, royal family craved 
for safety for their young prince 
never to be hurt or to suffer in the 
hands of the abductors. The family 
trusted the Eleme police to do their 
job well, and that they did. Paul 
Obelle is known for kindness as he 
has touched many lives in his Eleme 
community from widows/orphans, 
unemployed youths and students. 
This is why many have challenged 
the choice of such a philanthropist for 
abduction. Records of scholarship to 
Eleme indigent students are high over 
the years even when he was still in 
the civil service (NNPC).

This case seems to bring back to 
focus high profile kidnap attempts 
in Eleme industrial and commercial 
zone in Rivers State in recent time. 
The vice chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Port-Harcourt, Nowa Lale, an 
Eleme illustrious son, suffered trauma 
when his son was abducted in Eleme 
in 2015, despite his contributions to 
the development of the area. A high 
profile servant of God, the bishop, 
Ignatius Kattey, was once kidnapped. 
All these returned unhurt. 

in dangerous operations and the 
size of welfare packages available to 
them or contributions from well-to-
do citizens.

The critics argued that police in 
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However, some social critics have 
raised mind-bugging questions bor-
dering on motivation to the Nigeria 
Police Force (NPF) in the course of 
discharging their duties, especially 

this country deserve every motiva-
tion from corporate citizens and 
individuals when they pull off feats 
such as the Obelle prince. Police men 
seem to be at the receiving end in any 
encounter with criminals like the 
case of Gabriel Ogban who almost 
lost his life in his brave encounter to 
rescue a citizen.

There are thousands of cases of 
those who have lost their lives while 
carrying out their lawful duties but 
without a commensurable reward 
or compensation either by the police 
authority, corporate organisation or 
well-to-do private individuals. There 
are tales of woes from some unfor-
tunate police widows left behind by 
gallant police officers after deadly 
operations.

Kidnapping is not peculiar to 
Eleme but many point to leadership 
failure, not poverty. Eleme plays host 
to over 200 multinational companies 
within and outside the Onne and Gas 
Free Zone with unlimited job oppor-
tunities to qualified Eleme sons and 
daughters with professional experi-
ence in academic or technical areas.

The VC of UNIPORT in one of 
his official engagements in 2015 at-
tributed the high level of insecurity 
in Eleme and indeed Rivers State to 
failure in leadership on the part of 
the political class, lamenting that 
evidence showed that all the previous 
council chairmen of Eleme ruled from 
Port-Harcourt and as such could not 
be on ground to tackle the challenges 
facing the people.

“We must be hard on criminals, it 
is not lack of jobs, because no amount 
of job that can dissuade these boys 
who have tasted ransom money from 
vices,” the Professor stressed. The is-
sue at hand is the plight of a sergeant, 
the suffering of a gallant policeman 
who is expected back on feet to rescue 
more princes.

John Orhewere, head, Mass 
Communication department, 
Auchi Polytechnic, Auchi, Edo 
State, said the development 
in Turkey should serve as 
wake-up call for President 
Buhari to tread careful by 
being more democratic in his 
decision-making and try as 
much as possible to adhere to 
Nigeria’s federal character as 
entrenched in the constitu-

tion to ease political mistrust, 
rather than taking decisions 
that portray him as a regional 
leader.

According to him, Nige-
ria’s unity has never been 
as threatened as it is in the 
current dispensation fol-
lowing President Buhari’s 
‘ lopside d app ointments ’ 
since May 29, 2015 after he 
defeated ex-President Good-
luck Jonathan in a religious 
and ethnic-tensed election 
which many, including the 

Continue from page  7
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“Where are the opposi-
tion today in this country? 
You are a journalist, tell me, 
is the media providing op-
position by making govern-
ment accountable or they 
are doing public relations for 
the government? Where are 
the so-called human rights 
activists? Let’s not deceive 
ourselves. With the way 
Nigeria is going, we can-
not claim we have arrived 
democratically, because the 
world also though so about 

Turkey. But today, the rest is 
history,” he said.

He stated further that like 
Turkey that is fast moving 
away from religious secu-
larism, which is one of the 
resentments against Presi-
dent Erdogan by sections of 
his country, Nigeria appears 
to be toeing the same path 
under President Buhari with 
increased religious killings 
in some parts of the country 
and the activities of Fulani 
herdsmen.

international community, 
had predicted would end in 
bloodshed.

“It will be mere political 
correctness and unpatrio-
tism for anyone to argue that 
Nigeria is not divided more 
than ever under Buhari. The 
various agitations you are 
seeing everywhere – the 
Biafra agitation, Niger Delta 
Avengers and the rest of them 
– are direct consequences of 
the president’s decisions. The 
president cannot be fragrant-

ly ‘northernizing’ Nigeria with 
his appointments and expect 
other regions to keep quiet,” 
he told BDSUNDAY.

He explained that like his 
Turkish counterpart who is 
being accused of clamping 
down political opponents and 
unlawfully arresting media 
practitioners, President Buah-
ri’s anti-corruption campaign 
is similarly targeting political 
opponents, which he said has 
reduced Nigeria to a mono-
party system.



its latest policy on forex said it had pulled 
the country from the brink and Nigerians 
clapped. What is this confession we are 
hearing again that the country is ‘techni-
cally’ in recession? Indeed, we do not need 
to be told that things are not well with 
the country at the moment, but we have 
been trying to live in denial of the reality. 
Pray, how many “mouths” does the Federal 
Government have?

 

One week after the Bukola Saraki’s 
Senate boiled over following the 
war of words between his die-

hard supporter, Dino Melaye, and Senator 
Oluremi Tinubu; and a few days after 
the later threatened fire and brimstone 
against her perceived attacker, the Kwara 
State-born Saraki appeared being brow-
beaten into entering into a wholesale 
compensation of the Lagos lawmaker. For 
how best would any one put it that Sena-
tor Tinubu, who seriously complained 
that she had been harassed in the Senate, 
was catapulted from a lowly committee 
of Women Affairs to a juicy committee as 
chairman, Environment. Again, Kabiru 
Marafa from Zamfara State who used to 
be Saraki’s nemesis was rewarded with 
a bounty Petroleum (downstream) com-
mittee chairman for his “troublemaking”. 
Who says it does not pay to be a hardliner, 

Recession? Never! Not Nigeria

With ZebulonSketches

It appears that every state govern-
ment now claims to be involved in 
free food scheme. As we speak, the 

Federal Government is yet to imple-
ment the scheme which was one of the 
core reasons the mandate was given as 
it was a campaign slogan. Incidentally, 
every state government now claims it is 
feeding innumerable number of pupils 
in their various states. Some of these 
claims appear too bogus to believe even 
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It appears that even the learned 
gentlemen in the country are not 
reading the signs of times. Oth-

erwise, why would any judge of the 
Appeal Court of repute grant the right 
to wear Hijab, Islamic headscarf, in 
public schools in Lagos State? Matters of 
religion must be divorced from secular 
activities. Nigeria, for crying out loud, is 
a secular state where every individual 
must submit him/herself to the law of 
the land which has nothing to do with 
religion. Granting the right to wear 
religious attire in a secular school is, to 
say the least, an invitation to chaos and 
anarchy. One would have thought that 
the learned judges who delivered the 
judgment should have been more cir-
cumspect after the recent Osun episode. 

Those who served under the Ibra-
him Badamasi Babangida regime 
have remained grateful to the 

former military president many years 
after the death of that regime. They 
have always attested to the man’s un-
quantifiable milk of kindness and his 
ability to touch lives. IBB was able to 
make such lasting impact in the lives 
and minds of many Nigerians across 
ethnic and religious divides using the 
wealth that belonged to every Nige-
rian. Today, there are those who can 
die for IBB if need be. When the man 
was being castigated over June 12, 
1993 election annulment, those who 
were speaking for him were people 
who had been touched by his milk of 
kindness. They saw nothing wrong 
with the annulment.

When Goodluck Jonathan mounted 
the power stool in Abuja, he probably 
studied the enigma called IBB and 
why his charm has stuck several years 
after he exited office; so, he decided 

to play the “kezia” with the people’s 
money. Some he gave billions of naira; 
some several hundreds of millions of 
naira, to some unknown quantities. 
To some “smart” persons who posed as 
prophets and prophetesses, who con-
tinued to assure him of a settled re-
turn to the Villa, he doled out unspeci-
fied amounts of money. In the dying 
days of the man in Aso Rock, he was 
said to have become so excessively 
generous that just a mere greeting to 
him made some people millionaires for 
life. But he forgot that if a rat goes a-
swimming with a lizard, he may con-
tend with wetness for a longer period 
than the lizard would. IBB covered his 
tracks and being a military regime, his 
colleagues have refused to even take 
a peep into what transpired in that 
dispensation, let alone calling him to 
come and explain. Today, Jonathan is 
under trial for doing what others did 
freely and got away with. It is part of 
the Nigeria story.

Like IBB, like Jonathan

Ugwuanyi, good talk, but…
Smarting from the deadly attack 

recently suffered in the hands 
of Fulani herdsmen who mowed 

down scores of innocent indigenes of 
Nimbo in Uzo Uwani Local Govern-
ment Area, Governor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi has insisted that Enugu State 
remained the safest in terms of peace 
and security of lives and property. 
Well, if this claim were true, where 
were the security agencies when over 
30 persons were killed in a singular 
attack. It is not about making claim, 
it is about doing the needful. When 
the killers struck, what followed was 
blame game- who did what and who 
failed to do what. If Enugu is safe, 
ensure it is safe on a continuous basis. 
After all, the primary role of govern-
ment is to protect lives and property 
of citizens.

The free food gambit

 Appeal Court and Hijab in Lagos schools

 Saraki ambushed?

sometimes! Was Saraki dangling a carrot? 
Days ahead will tell.

Pray, who is really stoking this religious 
fire in Nigeria?

in Ondo where the governor is about to 
exit office. The question is, why must 
it be now that the state government in 
that state should wake up to introduce 
such a scheme when it remains only few 
months for a new governor to come in? 
It has been argued by some critics that 
some of these emergency introductions, 
which are not realistic anyway, may be 
a conduit to pilfer public funds. We are 
just thinking aloud…

Our government is always very con-
siderate. It always thinks about the 
welfare of its citizens. It knows too 

well that bad news can easily send many 
people to their early graves, hence, its pen-
chant to always speak tongue in cheek. A 
few weeks ago, government told Nigerians 
that the country was not in recession but 
was about to embrace the dangerous rope. 
The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), after 
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T
here has been wild 
jubilation in many 
parts of Akwa Ibom 
State following the 
decision by Presi-

dent Muhammadu Buhari 
to return the top position of 
the Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) job to the 
state.

President Buhari has since 
forwarded the name of Nsima 
Udo Ekere to the Senate for 
confirmation as the managing 
director of the commission, a 
development which has elic-
ited euphoria and celebration 
in parts of Akwa Ibom State.

From Ikot Abasi Federal 
Constituency in Akwa Ibom 
South s enatorial  district 
where Ekere hails from and 
other parts of the state, the an-
nouncement was greeted with 
excitement and happiness.

Speaking in an interview 
with BDSUNDAY, Peter Esuh, 
a lecturer at the University of 
Uyo commended the President 
for the appointment, adding 
that it is a clear indication that 
the yearnings and cries of the 
people have been heard.

Esuh, a spokesman and 
member of a group of gover-
norship aspirants popularly 
called G22 that left the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) to join 
the All Progressives Party 
(APC) in the state when they 
failed to secure the party’s 
ticket in December 2014, said 
the entire group which also 
included Ekere is happy with 
the appointment.

“We are very excited by 
the appointment, we were 
in political exile in Abuja for 
forty days and forty nights, our 
prayers have been answered, 
we thank Mr. President for 
his benevolence, we hope that 
more appointments  will be 
in favour of the Niger Delta 
region,’’  he said.

Also speaking, Godwin Udo-
fia, a lawyer, said some parts of 
the Nigerian Bar Association in 
the state went to court urging 
the Federal Government to 
appoint somebody from Akwa 
Ibom State as the managing 
director of the commission, 
adding that with the appoint-
ment, the Federal Government 
has listened to the people of 
the state.

 

Jubilation as Buhari returns 
NDDC top job to Akwa Ibom
ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

Profile of the NDDC new 
helmsman

Nsima Udo Ekere, 51, 
managing direc-
tor designate of the 

Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) is an 
entrepreneur and innova-
tive thinker with a short 
but impactful public service 
career. He studied Estate 
Management at the Uni-
versity of Nigeria, Nsukka, 
graduating in 1986. In the 
years following, he has built 
successful businesses and 
garnered cogent national 
and international experi-

ences in real estate, urban 
and regional planning, oil 
and gas, power and con-
struction.

As a public officer, Ekere 
served briefly as Deputy 
Governor of Akwa Ibom 
State between May 2011 
and October 2012 before 
resigning on personal 
grounds. Prior to that, he 
was the Executive chairman 
of the Akwa Ibom Invest-
ment and Industrial Promo-
tion Council (AKIIPOC), the 
state investment agency 
(2007-2012). He also served 
as chairman, Ibom Power 

Company (2008-2011).
 Overall, Ekere has more 

than 27 years of public and 
private sector experience, 
with 19 years spent in top 
management positions 
working cross-functionally 
in a variety of challenging 
projects across various eco-
nomic sectors.

His areas of expertise 
include construction, real 
estate development and 
property administration, 
power sector development, 
investment management 
and oil & gas upstream de-
velopment.

In addition to the B.Sc 
Honours Degree in Es-
tate Management (1986), 
a number of professional 
qualifications support his 
credentials: He is a Fellow 
of the Nigerian Institution 
of Estate Surveyors and 
Valuers, Registered Mem-
ber, Estate Surveyors and 
Valuers Registration Board 
of Nigeria (ESVRBN); Senior 
Certified Valuer, Interna-
tional Real Estate Institute 
IREI. Minnesota, USA; and 
enjoys associate member-
ships of the Institute of 
Revenues, Rating and Valu-
ation, IRRV, London.

As Executive Chairman 
of AKIIPOC, Ekere con-
ceived and implemented 
the first private sector gas-
to-power project in Nigeria, 
an innovative strategy to 
convert natural gas into 
feedstock for power gen-
eration, as a public-private 
partnership with the Akwa 
Ibom State Government.

Ekere also developed and 
implemented a framework 
for State Governments to 
undertake power distribu-
tion within their states. 
He worked with the Office 
of the Vice President and 
the National Council on 
Power and the Governors of 
Cross River, Rivers, Bayelsa 
and Akwa Ibom to create 
a special purpose vehicle, 
4Power Limited, to assume 
responsibility for power 
distribution across the four 
states.

Ekere is the founder and 
principal partner Ekere and 
Associates, a real estate firm 
with offices in Abuja, Port 
Harcourt and Uyo, in addi-
tion to a number of other 
businesses.

In 2012, Ekere, along with 
his siblings donated a state-
of-the-art Accident and 
Emergency Ward/Trauma 
Centre to the University of 
Uyo Teaching Hospital.

Ekere is a Knight of John 
Wesley, KJW, of the Meth-
odist Church Nigeria and 
recipient of numerous hon-
ours and merit awards in-
cluding traditional titles in 
recognition of outstanding 
contributions to community 
development. He is married 
to Ese Ekere and they are 
blessed with children.

Nsima Udo Ekere



C
an you imagine that 
various tiers of gov-
ernment in Nige-
ria have spent over 
N55.4 trillion in the 

last 17 years, but there is little 
to show for it? Unfortunately, 
there is still poor state of infra-
structure, services and poor 
quality of life which stare the 
country in the face.

That is not all, apart from the 
Telecom sector, the nation can-
not be sure of any other sector. 
Health, education, transport, 
solid minerals sectors, among 
others are shadow of them-
selves. Human Development 
Index is low as Nigeria was 
ranked 159 out of 178 countries 
in the world by the United Na-
tions in 2010.

Citizens born in 1970 are 
today 46 years old and many 
of them may not have expe-
rienced one week of steady 
electricity and water supply in 
all their years. What they see 
daily are decayed infrastruc-
ture, poor rail lines, poor roads 
and insecurity. Shockingly, this 
is a country with huge eco-
nomic potentials but untapped.

 Surprised that Nigeria has 
spent such amount of money 
without appreciable impact, 
Chike Nwanze, a former presi-
dent of Institute of Directors 
(IoD), recently lamented that 
it is difficult to believe that 
such colossal amount of money 
has been spent in the last 17 
years, still Nigeria appears to 
be backwards as poor state of 
infrastructure, services and 
quality of life are still here.

If care is not taken, the na-
tion may spend such humon-
gous amount of money in the 
next 17 years with still little to 
show for it.

Nwanze, who is the CEO 
of Icon Stockbrokers Limited, 
compared Nigeria of today with 
36 states and Nigeria of early 
1960s with 4 regions and con-
cluded that the later structure 
was better. Then, there were 
competitive struggles to tap the 
potentials but now they have 
been abandoned for oil.

“The fragmentation of the 
country into 36 states, very 
few of which are economi-
cally viable, over-dependence 
on oil revenue and operation 
of a semi-unitary system of 
government under the guise 
of a federation have made it 
impossible to fully harness the 
endowed resources of the six-
geo-political zones,” Nwanze 
said as a guest lecturer at Nige-
rian Institute of Management 
annual le cture re c ently in 
Lagos.

Assessing Nigerian leader-

with Benin City as capital.
During this period, accord-

ing to the proponents of re-
structuring, regions were easily 
identified by what they pro-
duced; there was also healthy 
competition among the regions 
and there was good manage-
ment of resources.

Today, Nigeria is faced with 
multiplicity of economic and 
political challenges that have 
pushe d more stakeholders, 
including  former Vice Presi-
dents Atiku Abubakar and Alex 
Ekwueme; for mer Minister 
of Informa tion, Jerry Gana; 
Yoruba leader, Ayo Adeban-
jo; Afenifere; Ohanaeze; for-
mer Anam bra State governor,  
Chuk wuemeka Ezeife, among 
other eminent Nige rians, call-
ing for immediate restructuring 
of the coun try in line with the 
princi ples of true federalism.

So cio-p olitical  organisa-
tion, Afenifere had in docu-
ment by its National Publicity 
Secretary, Yinka Odumakin, 
argue d re c ently that  “The 

The endless cries for restructuring 

ship, the management expert 
said the fact that Nigeria, the 
7th largest producer of crude 
oil in the world, imports fuel is 
a sign of leadership failure or 
misrule. According to him, it 
has therefore, become critical 
today to address the challenges 
of political governance and the 
structure of the federation as 
these leadership challenges 

have retarded Nigeria’s devel-
opment.

Periodically, fresh or re-
hashed concepts to put Nigeria 
on speedy growth path are 
initiated by Nigerians. Many 
of the concepts go to the trash-
bin and when adopted are not 
implemented.  The citizens 
are indeed tired of being in a 
socio-economically deprived 

country for several years when 
its peers such as Brazil, India, 
Singapore, Malaysia and China 
have moved on.

After the Vision 2010 and 
other visions and dreams have 
failed to yield results for the 
nation’s development, the new 
call is to restructure Nigeria 
which Nwanze,  Afenifere, 
Ohanaeze and other stakehold-
ers have keyed into towards 
achieving economic growth.

Nwanze recalled that the 
journey towards a Federal Gov-
ernment in Nigeria started 
in 1946, when the Richard’s 
Constitution introduced a quasi-
federal structure of govern-
ment. This became formalised 
in 1951when the Macpherson 
Constitution was passed into 
law. Three regions were estab-
lished - Eastern Nigeria with 
Enugu as capital; Northern Ni-
geria with Kaduna as capital and 
Western Region with Ibadan as 
capital. In 1963, Nigeria was 
further restructured with the 
creation of Mid-West Region 

Atiku Abubakar Jerry Gana
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The Nigerian structure promotes 
waste, lack of accountability and high 
cost of governance. The political sys-
tem and its manner of remunerating 
political appointees make the cost of 

governance prohibitive and probably 
unsustainable



central plank of restructuring 
is for Nigeria to go back to the 
true practice of Federalism 
wherein mineral resources 
that abound in all states would 
be freed from the exclusive list 
so that states would move into 
prosperity and not be report-
ing at Yemi Osinbajo’s office 
for bailout from a centre that 
only corners what belongs to 
the states. They would also 
have enough to contribute to 
sustain the occupiers of Abuja 
and the functions that are al-
located to them.

“ B e yo n d  re s o u rc e s ,  t h e 
country is reeling under crime 
today and the single police 
we currently maintain have 
proved incapable of dealing 
with the situation. When you 
listen to commissioners of po-
lice lamenting at the scenes of 
crime these days, you will think 
they are part of passers-by ter-
rified by the horror of crime. 
It is clear we need multi-level 
policing to combat crime and 
have effective policing. From 
the federal, down to states 
and local governments, we are 
bogged down with over-bloat-
ed bureaucracies that consume 
as much as 90 percent of avail-

able resources and with little or 
nothing left for development. 
We must address how long we 
want to travel with this culture 
of waste and to see if we can 
deliver better governance with 
a manageable architecture”.

B ut t re s s i n g  A f e n i f e re ’ s 
point, Nwanze further said that 
the present 36 states and 774 
local governments structure is 
faulty, wasteful and expensive 
considering that most of the 
states or local governments 
are not viable without Federal 
Government support.

“The Nigerian structure pro-
motes waste, lack of account-
ability and high cost of gover-
nance. The political system and 
its manner of remunerating 
political appointees make the 
cost of governance prohibitive 
and probably unsustainable,” 
Nwanze said.

Nwanze and other propo-
nents of the idea of restructur-
ing believe in the advantages 
of restructuring to include 
drastic reduction in cost of 
governanc e.  Ac c ording to 
them, it will achieve true fed-
eralism, encourage healthy 
socio-economic competition 
between regions which will 

lead to positive economic de-
velopment.

He said it will also eliminate 

ethnic, religious and cultural 
conflicts, eliminate kidnap-
ping, and solve the problem of 
resource control.

Those against restructur-
ing such as the Vice President, 
Yemi Osinbajo had kicke d 
against the calls for the re-
structuring of Nigeria, saying 
it would not make any differ-
ence.  The president of NIM, 
Munzali Jibril believes that 
bringing certain communities 
in to particular regions may not 
be politically healthy.

Some protesters had recent-
ly marched the streets of Ikeja 
denouncing calls for restructur-
ing Nigeria, saying such was 
a coded way of calling for the 
disintegration of the country.

The protesters, under the 
aegis of Stand Up Nigeria (SUN), 
led by its South West Coordi-
nator, Oluwafemi Desmond 
Abiona, while declaring their 
total support for President 
Muhammadu Buhari, insisted 
that rather than restructure the 
country, the critical issues that 
needed to be addressed were 
those bordering on corruption, 
impunity, insurrection and 
insurgency.

Recently, in Abuja, some 

youths under the umbrella of 
the Coalition of Patriotic Nigeri-
ans both at home and in the Di-
aspora in Defence of Democracy 
said the clamour for a restruc-
tured Nigeria was a distraction 
for the President Muhammadu 
Buhari administration.

But those in support of re-
structuring argue that those 
against the idea missed the 
point as without restructuring 
to achieve true fiscal federal-
ism, Nigeria would remain like 
this for the next number of 
years unless central govern-
ment loosens its grips on cer-
tain critical sectors.

Where does Nigeria go from 
here, restructure or not? Re-
structuring would push regions 
or states to tap their potentials 
and develop their economies 
for overall interest of Nigeria. 
They would also police them-
selves. There appears to be 
more and high level voices in 
favour of restructuring for 
better performance on the 
belief that if Nigeria is not re-
structured, the nation may not 
achieve its dreams in the next 
40 years as the country has 
been at a stand- point in the 
last 50 years.

Ayo Adebanjo Chukwuemeka Ezeife Yinka Odumakin
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Periodically, 
fresh or re-

hashed concepts 
to put Nigeria on 

speedy growth 
path are initiat-
ed by Nigerians. 
Many of the con-

cepts go to the 
trash-bin and 
when adopted 
are not imple-

mented
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T
hose who have been 
following the inter-
nal politics of the All 
Progressives  Con-
gress (APC) would 

know that things have not 
been the same with the party 
since after the inauguration 
of the Muhammadu Buhari 
administration. Disagreements 
upon disagreements have been 
the hallmark of the party. On 
several occasions in recent 
times, the party’s big guns 
have had to bicker over many 
issues. For instance, there was 
sharp disagreement over the 
appointment of some individu-
als as ministers. The pattern of 
appointments has also ruffled 
some feathers, as well as the re-
fusal by Abuja to appoint board 
members into some agencies 
and parastatals, among several 
others.

The return of Nuhu Ribadu, 
analysts say, is sure to further 
deal a deadly blow on the peace 
of the graveyard existing in the 
party.

Ribadu, the pioneer chair-
man of the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) and presidential can-
didate of the defunct Action 
Congress of Nigeria (ACN) in 
2011, dumped the APC in its 
early days to rejoin the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) fold. He 
was billed to replace Murtala 
Nyako in his Adamawa State 
as governor, but hard as PDP 
tried, Ribadu couldn’t make it.

It should be pointed out that 
since he left APC, Ribadu has 
remained largely in the cold. 
Analysts say that his return to 
the APC must have been pre-
cipitated by the calculation at 
the presidency and within the 
national secretariat of the party 
that Abubakar Atiku, a former 
vice president and chieftain of 
the party who also hails from 
Adamawa State, may be having 
something up his sleeves ahead 
of the 2019 general election. 
The pundits believe that the 
move by Abuja to hijack the 
Adamawa chapter of APC is 
tantamount to pulling the rug 
from under Atiku’s feet, leav-
ing him with a hollow standing 
to prosecute whatever ambi-
tion he may be nursing in 2019.

Clem Achums, a political 
commentator, explained that 
Abuja may have been keenly 
watching Atiku’s moves and 
may not be comfortable with 
his swagger.

“Atiku, no doubt, is seen as 
a huge threat to the return of 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
in 2019. To checkmate him, the 
presidency appears to be doing 
everything to ensure that the 
former vice president does not 
have a base in the first place. I 
think the thinking is, if Ribadu 
should return, he may divide 
the loyalty Atiku is enjoying 
in Adamawa at the moment,” 
Achums said.

“Don’t forget that former 
Governor Murtala Nyako is 
not politically on the same page 
with Atiku. The secretary to 
the government of the federa-
tion, Babachir David Lawal, is 
from Hong Local Government 
of Adamawa State; through 

him the Federal Government 
can effe ctively remote the 
state chairman of the APC to 
do its wish. It is a battle that 
has been properly planned, the 
execution of which is a matter 
of time,” he said.

Titus Arung, a Kaduna-born 
public relations practitioner, 
told BDSUNDAY that Atiku 
may have let out his ambition 
too early to the anger of the 
presidency.

“Let me tell you right away, 
the Turakin Adamawa has not 
hidden his ambition for 2019. 
The signs are all over the place. 
If you open any major newspa-
per these days, his stories and 
pictures are all over the place. 
He is reaching out everywhere. 
He’s either condoling with 
people or celebrating with 
some others. The essence of 
these associations so to speak 
is not lost on the presidency,” 
Arung said.

“Don’t forget that Atiku 
spent so much money the other 
time to clinch the APC ticket 
but because the owners of the 
party had made up their mind 
for Buhari, he couldn’t make it. 

Atiku is one man that has built 
bridges across the country. 
Most Hausa politicians don’t 
make elaborate friends beyond 
their Northern enclave, but it is 
a different ball game for Atiku 
who has even more friends in 
the South than in the North,” 
he added.

On why the APC would 
want to bring back Ribadu 
against Atiku’s wish, Arung 
said: “Well, for me, Atiku may 
not be justified for raising ob-
jection to the return of Ribadu 
because he himself has also 
moved from one party to the 
other. It is the way of politicians 
to rotate. But, I must say that 
Ribadu is no match for Atiku 
any day in politics. I think what 
they are trying to do is to hijack 
the machinery of the party in 
Adamawa and control it from 
Abuja.

“ R i b a d u  o r  n o  R i b a d u , 
Atiku remains an idol in the 
whole Adamawa State. He has 
touched the lives of indigenes 
in more ways than one, far 
above what the Federal Gov-
ernment has done in any state. 
So, there’s no basis for compari-

son, the only reason why Atiku 
may be raising the alarm is the 
hijack of the party in the state 
by the presidency through the 
national secretariat of APC in 
Abuja.”

It would be recalled that not 
long ago, Atiku had a cause to 
explain his visit to the national 
secretariat of the party where 
he met with the chairman, 
John Odigie-Oyegun, behind 
closed doors.

Shortly after the said meet-
ing, there were insinuations 
that he had gone to discuss 
issues surrounding 2019. But 
to disabuse the mind of some 
elements in the party, Atiku 
had explained the reason for 
his visit.

“My visit to the national sec-
retariat of our great party was 
to rub minds with the party hi-
erarchy, and it was of a routine 
kind as a chieftain of the party. 
I was neither summoned nor 
queried by the party on any is-
sue as being speculated. Rather, 
my visit was at my own behest,” 
Atiku had said.

“As a party chieftain, I owe 
it as a duty to my party to ap-

praise challenges within the 
structures of the party and also 
proffer suggestions on how to 
manage those challenges. I urge 
you all to discountenance any 
malicious insinuations about 
my visit to the party secre-
tariat,” he had explained. 

However, one Alhaji Aliu, an 
indigence of Adamawa State, 
told BDSUNDAY that the move 
for Ribadu’s return to APC goes 
beyond blocking Atiku’s presi-
dential ambition.

“There has been clamour for 
a Fulani to be the governor of 
the state after Murtala Nyako 
who also is a Fulani. Ribadu is 
a Fulani man. At the time of the 
election in 2015, Ribadu was in 
the PDP where several factors 
conspired to deny him victory 
at the gubernatorial poll,” Aliu 
said.

“Don’t forget that Buhari’s 
wife is from Adamawa and 
before the election, there were 
jingles played by the Adamawa 
APC where Buhari person-
ally urged the people not to 
disgrace him and his party 
at the polls. Of course, Atiku 
was also a strong force. At that 
time, Markus Gundiri, who 
ran on the Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) platform, played 
a religious card. He thought 
he could sweep the votes of 
all Christians in the state,” he 
added.

Aliu posited that the pres-
idency to day b elieves that 
Ribadu is the best gubernato-
rial candidate for the party 
in Adamawa for 2019, adding 
that Gundiri is not in good 
terms with Governor Jibrilla 
Bindow, who also sees Ribadu 
as a threat.

“So, with Babachir, Ribadu, 
Gundiri, Nyako, Buba Marwa 
and some other powerful ele-
ments in the Adamawa APC in 
one camp effectively backed by 
the presidency, Atiku may not 
be able to make much impact 
in his future political ambition, 
at least not in 2019. He himself 
must have read the political 
compass which informed his al-
leged agitation against Ribadu’s 
return to the APC,” he said.

On what he thought must 
have informed the decision to 
adopt Ribadu against the wish 
of the state governor who was 
massively supported by the 
president to win the election 
for the APC, Aliu said: “Politics 
is all about alignment and re-
alignment of forces; no perma-
nent friend, no permanent foe.”

Aliu, who hails from Maiha 
Local Government Area of Ad-
amawa, was a politician before 
going into business.

“You know in politics, over 
10 decisions can be taken in a 
space of 10 minutes. Since the 
election was won in Adamawa 
in 2015, a lot of things have 
changed. Some people may 
have sat down and looked at 
the rising political profile of 
some others and said, ‘Look, 
something has to be done’,” 
Aliu said.

“Don’t forget that there is 
an alignment and realignment 
of forces going on. And some 
people feel that certain persons 
could help them achieve their 
next ambition, why not bring 
them on board? Those are some 
of the calculations,” he said.

The politics of 
Ribadu’s return to APC

BY OUR REPORTERS

Ribadu
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Y
ou were first in PDP, 
then jumped to SDP 
and then now in the 
APC. What informed 
such moves?

When I joined politics, I joined 
the PDP, and I worked for the 
party until some of us became un-
comfortable with what was going 
on there and we decided to leave. 
Before I went to the SDP, I had 
actually participated in drawing 
the campaign strategy for Ribadu. 
We were so close that even today; 
he can rely on me to deliver Mubi 
North, Mubi South and Maiha 
Local Government Areas, where 
I have a very stronghold. Some of 
us left the PDP because of some 
high-handedness and impunity 
that did not go down well with 
us. We are still in talking terms 
with him. He is coming back to 
the APC. But to tell you his mind-
set now, whether he is coming to 
contest for the Presidency in 2019 
or governorship is very difficult. I 
can’t say so.

 
Don’t you think that his com-

ing back against the wish of 
some powerful elements in the 
party could work against the 
party in the state in 2019?

Ribadu has established him-
self as somebody of high integ-
rity, dogged, courageous leader 
and well respected here in the far 
North, and also not just in Nige-
ria, but internationally. And that 
is why some people, especially 
the governor may be afraid. I 
will not be surprised because 
presently, I don’t think one can 
say people of Adamawa are very 
happy and comfortable with the 
policies or policy thrust of the 
present administration in the 
state. People are suffering; people 
are complaining. Civil servants 
are not being paid their salaries. 
Quite frankly, the governor is 
doing very well in infrastructure. 
With Ribadu coming back to the 
APC, the governor may see him 
as a big threat to his second term 
ambition. Quite a number of the 
elite in Adamawa are not so much 
happy with him because of his 
rich academic background. More 
enlightened people like Ribadu 
and Gundiri are being seen as a 
possible threat. The political situ-
ation in the country now requires 
more and more people like Riba-
du who are very enlightened. It 
is no longer business as usual. It 
is not everybody now you can 
buy with money. Yes, money is 
still a huge influence, but people 
can still take your money, yet 
they will not vote for you. Well, 
for Ribadu, perhaps, he may even 
think of going for the Presidency, 

because he has tried it before. 
Internationally, he is recognised 
and he can get their support.

 
Don’t you think that his re-

turn and the level of acrimony 
it breeds in the APC may boost 
PDP chances in the forth coming 
council poll in Adamawa?

Well, if the party hierarchy in 
the state should handle the situ-
ation well, I think we will have 
no problem. But if otherwise, it 
may prove very dangerous. Why 
I am saying so is that I cannot 
be very sure of APC having the 
upper hand in the forthcoming 
local government elections in 
the state because people are not 
happy with the APC government 
in the state. The PDP is coming 
up very strongly and with the 
rating of the governor in the 
state at the moment, if nothing 
is done urgently, the opposition 
may even win more number of 
councils. The electorate appears 
to be having sympathy for the 
PDP in Adamawa because of the 

level of poverty right now in the 
state. But the good thing is that 
with Ribadu, Gundiri, Marwa, 
etc, coming back to the APC, the 
story will change. They will be 
able to make a difference. But a lot 
of work needs to be done.

 
But some people are saying 

that Atiku may be resisting Rib-
adu’s return because of his own 
alleged presidential ambition?

Well, I don’t know about that, 
but what I can tell you is that 
some people are just feeling 
threatened by Ribadu’s return to 
the APC because they know that 
he has an intimidating exposure 
and he is also well respected all 
over the world. He has made a 
name for himself. His work has 
carved a niche for him. So, people 
have every reason to be jittery. I 
must tell you that people are ex-
pecting that the coming together 
of Ribadu, Marwa and Gundiri 
will strengthen the party in the 
state. Come August 6, 2016, they 
shall be formally received by the 

leadership of the APC in the state. 
It would have been on July 30th, 
but it has to be shifted because 
of the LGA elections. You know 
when I moved back to the APC 
from SDP, I told Ribadu that we 
were an advance party and that 
we were going to prepare a place 
for him, and I am happy it has 
come to past.

 
Your fliers are pasted on your 

facebook wall, marked ‘Bodes 
2019 Project’. Are you nursing 
any political ambition this time 
around?

 Yes. I still have my ambi-
tion, depending on whether my 
people would want me to go for 
the House of Representatives or 
the Senate in 2019. I would want 
us to work as a team, I mean, the 
APC family. As I said earlier, I 
have since gone back to the APC. 
I have interacted with Ribadu 
and Gundiri, and I know that 
they have not forgotten. I would 
also crave their support when the 
time comes.

 Bodes profile

He was born on February 
28, 1957 in Bode village in 
Maiha, Maiha Local Gov-

ernment Area of Adamawa State. 
He attended Jalingo Maiha Pri-
mary School between 1965 and 
1971 where he obtained his First 
School Leaving Certificate. He 
later gained admission into the 
Government Secondary School in 
1976 and immediately proceeded 
to the school of basic studies at 
Ahmadu Bello University (ABU) 
Zaria in the same year.

In 1977, he gained admission 
into the Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences in the same university to 
read Economics. He graduated in 
1980 and after his National Youth 
Service; he took an appointment 
as an Assistant Lecturer with the 
College of Preliminary Studies 
Yola. In 1982, he proceeded to 
the United Kingdom, University 
of Surrey, Guildford, where he 
obtained a Postgraduate Diploma 
in Economics and Development, 
and subsequently enrolled for 
the Masters.

After his return from UK in 
1984, he enlisted into the Nigeri-
an Navy and was commissioned 
as sub-lieutenant in March 1984. 
As part of the military training, 
he attended the Nigerian Navy 
Basic and Divisional Training 
School Onne, Port Harcourt, her 
Majesty Ship Reweigh in Plym-
outh UK and the Command and 
Staff College Jaji, Nigeria. He rose 
to the rank of one star General 
in 2009 and voluntarily retired 
meritoriously and unblemished 
from the service of the Nigeria 
Navy in February, 2011.

Immediately after his retire-
ment, he joined the PDP in his 
ward, Maiha Gari in March 2011. 
He is currently a major stake-
holder of the APC Maiha Local 
Government and Adamawa 
State.

Commodore Bodes is a mem-
ber of three professional bodies, 
namely: Association of National 
Accountants of Nigerian (ANAN), 
Nigerian Institute of Manage-
ment Accountants (ICMA).

He holds three tradition-
al titles namely: Maga Yakin 
Mubi, by His Royal Highness, 
Abubakar Isa Ahmadu, the 
Emir of Mubi; Santurakin Maiha 
by Abubakar Suleiman, the 
Distinct Head of Maiha, and 
Chiroma Gabs Vokna/Pakka 
by the District Head, Adamu 
Abubakar. He is currently, the 
chairman and chief executive 
officer of Zarewa Aluminum 
and Plastics Ltd. He is married 
with children and grand chil-
dren.

Usman Sali Bodes, a retired commodore, in this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, 
explained why, according to him, the return of Nuhu Rubadu and others to the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) has become very controversial and necessary. He also 
spoke on his own ambition for 2019. Excerpts:

Ribadu, Gundiri and Marwa’s return will 
boost APC chances in 2019 – Bodes

Bodes



T
here was political Tsu-
nami on the floor of 
the Senate last week, 
as Senate President 
Bukola Saraki  an-

nounced the reshuffling of the 
leadership of 13 Standing Com-
mittees.

The development may not 
be unconnected with moves to 
pacify members of the Senate 
Unity Forum (SUF) - a group of 
APC senators opposed to the 
Saraki-leadership of the Senate - 
who laid a complaint before the 
police over forgery of the Senate 
Rules (as amended).

The group had earlier de-
manded a restructuring of the 
Senate Committees as a precon-
dition for peace in the upper 
legislative chamber.

Saraki and his deputy Ike 
Ekweremadu are billed to ap-
pear in court on September 28 
for their full trial. It is yet to be 
seen if the reshuffling of the 
committees would placate ag-
grieved members of the Unity 
Forum, as members of the group 
are said to be in consultation 
on whether to accept or reject 
the new appointments. It was 
gathered that the ‘juicy’ com-
mittees given to key members 
of the group stemmed from the 
recommendation of the James 
Manager Peace Committee, 
which urged aggrieved senators 
to withdraw their cases from 
court, while the Senate leader-
ship was advised to placate them 
with ‘juicy’ committees.

Although the Attorney-Gen-
eral of the Federation (AGF), 
Abubakar Malami, had insisted 
that there was no going back on 
the criminal charges preferred 
against the Presiding Officers of 
the Red Chamber, legal experts 
say members of the Unity Forum 
could weaken the prosecution 
by giving defective submissions 
as Prosecution Witnesses. While 
some legal opinions say this 
could be an advantage to the 
Defendants, other legal practi-
tioners believe this depends on 
the evidence in their possession.

The nation’s number three 
citizen, who threw the bomb-
shell after announcing the ad-
journment of the upper legisla-
tive chamber till September 13 
for annual recess, also intro-
duced a new committee - Leg-
islative Compliance Committee.

The development increases 
the number of committees from 
65 to 66.

While Remi Tinubu (APC, 
Lagos Central), wife of former La-
gos State governor Bola Tinubu, 
now chairs the Committee on 
Environment, spokesperson of 
the Unity Forum Kabir Marafa 
(Zamfara Central) heads the 
Committee on Petroleum Down-

stream, even as Secretary of the 
Forum Suleiman Hunkuyi leads 
the National Identity Commit-
tee.

Other new committee chair-
men include: Hope Uzodinma 
(Customs), Adamu Aliero (Avia-
tion), Barau Jubril (Tertiary In-
stitutions), Binta Masi (Women 
Affairs), Joshua Dariye (Public 
Procurement) and James Man-
ager (Solid Minerals).

Others are: Enyinnaya Aba-
ribe (Power), Suleiman Adokwe 
(Information and National Ori-
entation), Baba Kaka Garbai 
(Rules and Business) and Tijani 
Kaura (Federal Character). 

In the same vein, the Senate 
President also announced vice 
chairmen of three commit-
tees namely: Ahmed Ogembe 
(Marine Transport), Ovie Omo-
Agege (Land Transport) and 
Phillip Aduda (Petroleum Down-
stream). 

A top National Assembly of-
ficial, who spoke to BDSUNDAY, 
stated that the term ‘juicy’ or 
Grade ‘A’ Committee stem from 
corruption. The official who did 
not want his name mentioned 
in print, argued that but for 

picked Ahmad Lawan (current 
Chairman Committee on De-
fence) as its preferred candidate 
for the position of Senate Presi-
dency in the build-up to the June 
9, 2015 election.

Prior to the announcement, 
Tinubu chaired the Committee 
on Women Affairs, now chaired 
by another female legislator, 
Binta Masi.

The Committee is in charge 
of matters affecting Federal En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
(FEPA), Ecological Fund, control 
of air pollution, control of indus-
trial waste, control of toxic and 
other hazardous waste dumping 
by industrialised nations, con-
trol of water pollution, laying 
policy on clean environment 
for the country, environmental 
sanitation, erosion control, de-
sertification control, oil spillage, 
conservation including parks 
and gardens, marine resources 
management and annual budget 
estimates.

Marafa
The appointment of Kabir 

Marafa to chair a Grade ‘A’ Com-
mittee has buttressed the gener-

ally held view that “In politics, 
there are no permanent friends 
or enemies but permanent in-
terest”. Before now, Marafa had 
maintained that his constituents 
were in total support of his op-
position to the Senate leadership 
as currently constituted.

As spokesperson of the Unity 
Forum, Marafa is one of the 
notable critics of Saraki and also 
a Prosecution Witness in the 
forgery trial. His appointment 
as chairman, Petroleum Down-
stream - a position considered an 
upgrade from his previous port-
folio of chairman of the Commit-
tee on National Population - is 
seen as peace move to bridge 
the widening gap between the 
Senate and the leadership of the 
ruling All Progressives Congress 
(APC).

Saraki was said to have bowed 
to pressure to appoint Marafa 
because the Senate President 
was seen as a hard liner that 
refused to accede to the recom-
mendations of the James Man-
ager peace panel, which urged 
aggrieved senators to withdraw 
their cases from court, while the 
Senate leadership was advised 
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corruption, all committees are 
the same. According to him, the 
committees are called ‘juicy’ 
because agencies and parastat-
als under them are rich; hence 
lawmakers lobby to head them 
to get kick backs, contracts and 
job placements for relatives and 
associates in such parastatals.

“If you look at the Senate Rule, 
there is nowhere ‘juicy commit-
tees’ was mentioned”, the official 
told our correspondent. 

Winners
Remi Tinubu
The senator representing 

Lagos Central in the National As-
sembly and wife of former Lagos 
State Governor Bola Tinubu has 
been in the news recent times 
following the war of words 
between her and her counter-
part representing Kogi Central 
Dino Melaye. She chairs a ‘juicy’ 
Environment Committee in the 
reshuffled exercise, as a way of 
assuaging the National Leader 
of the All Progressives Congress 
(APC). The APC lord was said 
to have been peeved about the 
decision of Saraki to disobey the 
directives of the party, which 

Winners, losers in Senate 
committee reshuffle
OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja

Remi Tinubu Kabir Marafa
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to placate them with Grade ‘A’ 
Committee appointments. He, 
however, succumbed to pressure 
after another panel chaired by 
former Senate President and 
the longest-serving senator in 
the Fourth Republic David Mark 
made the same recommenda-
tion.

Findings revealed that the 
interests of Ahmad Sani (APC, 
Zamfara Central), a staunch 
supporter of the Senate Presi-
dent and former Governor of 
Zamfara State, was said to have 
been responsible for the delay 
in compensating Marafa, as he 
was said to be strongly opposed 
to the idea.

Although he refused to speak 
to Senate correspondents who 
thronged his office to seek his 
opinion immediately after the 
announcement was made, he 
was all smiles as well wishers be-
sieged his office to congratulate 
him on his new appointment. 

The jurisdiction of the Petro-
leum Downstream Committee 
include oil refineries, Pipeline 
and Petroleum Products Market-
ing, Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC), Ministry of 
Petroleum Resources, Petroleum 
Products Price Regulation, oil 
subsidy and annual budgets 
estimates.

Hunkuyi
Secretary of the Unity Fo-

rum, Suleiman Hunkuyi never 

chaired any committee at the 
inauguration of the standing 
committees in 2015. Just like 
Marafa, he was a critic of Saraki 
and Prosecution Witness in 
the forgery trial. His insistence 
on restructuring of the Senate 
Committees paid off, as he was 
appointed Chairman, Committee 
on National Identity and Nation-
al Population, an elevation from 
his position of vice chairman, 
Committee on Federal Character 
and Inter-Governmental Affairs.

Other winners include PDP 
lawmakers who also got their 
own share of ‘juicy’ committees. 
They were reshuffled from one 
Grade ‘A’ Committee to another. 
They include: Hope Uzodinma 
(formerly Aviation and now 
Customs Committee Chairman); 
Joshua Dariye (formerly Solid 
Minerals and now Public Pro-
curement Committee) and Eny-
innaya Abaribe who used to 
head a Grade ‘B’ Committee on 
Information and National Ori-
entation and reshuffled  to lead 
the Committee on Power.

Losers
Omoworare
The biggest loser in the re-

shuffling game is Babajide Omo-
worare who was moved from 
the leadership of Rules and 
Business panel to a new Com-
mittee christened ‘Legislative 
Compliance’. Despite holding 
this sensitive committee, he was 

Bukola Saraki
Suleiman Hunkuyi

Babajide Omoworare

sympathetic to the Unity Forum 
and never afraid to express his 
opposition to Saraki during ple-
nary. He was said to have told 
anyone who cared to listen that 

although he was a family friend 
to the Saraki’s, loyalty to his con-
stituents takes precedence over 
any other consideration. 

The ranking senator first fell 

in the black books of the Senate 
President when he declared at 
plenary that his name be re-
moved from the list of senators 
who passed a vote of confidence 
on Saraki, months after the June 
9, 2015 election.

The last straw that broke the 
camel’s back was at the recent 
appearance of Malami before 
the Committee on Ethics, where 
the senator openly defended the 
Attorney General and expressed 
support for Saraki’s forgery trial.

As things stand, Omoworare 
is heading a one-man commit-
tee without Terms of Reference, 
even as political commentators 
say this is meant to silence the 
senator by placing him in an 
obscure panel.

Jubril
Another loser is Barau Jubril, 

who was redeployed as Chair-
man Committee on Petroleum 
Downstream to Tertiary Insti-
tutions. Sources say Jubril was 
used as a sacrificial lamb to pave 
the way for Marafa’s compensa-
tion.

In the weeks ahead, analysts 
hope to see how the recent 
appointment would pan out, 
especially for members of the 
Unity Forum. Analysts say the 
six-week recess offers a perfect 
opportunity to both all parties to 
settle their political differences 
ahead of the September 28, 2016 
forgery trial.



Last week was 
an interesting 
one by all 
standards

A
f t e r  e n d u r i n g 
a dull and very 
quiet week a fort-
night ago, it was 

a relief for me that some 
buzz returned to the Aso 
Rock Villa last week. And 
it turned out to be quite an 
interesting one too by all 
standards.

On Tuesday, July 19, the 
Villa hosted the National 
Olympic Committee (NOC) 
who came for the official 
handover of Nigeria’s 2016 
Olympic

team and the investiture 
of the President Muham-
madu Buhari as the grand 
patron of the NOC. The 
event was void of the pomp 
that we were used to. Most 
of the seats were empty. 
The compare, a loquacious 
fellow, tried to liven the 
event. He kept us all laugh-
ing. The Nigeria’s team to 
Rio has a total of 79 athletes, 
49 qualified male athletes 
and 29 female athletes who 
will compete in 10 different 
sports.

At the start of the event, 
that doubled as an  investi-
ture and a fundraiser, Sports 
Minister, Solomon Dalung, 
read his fine speech prais-
ing the President for his 
support and commitment to 
sports despite the economic 
situation in the country. He 
pleaded with companies 
and individuals to support 
Team Nigeria however they 
can. Thereafter, there was 
no mention of the fund-
raising. It was dead on ar-
rival. Who would dare make 
donations when ‘Baba’ is 
seated? I bet what was going 
on in the minds of the audi-
ence, would be something 
like, `who are you trying 
to please?’ `Him?’ `Do so at 
own peril.’

So I was expecting that 
when the President took to 
the podium he would make 
donations to the team to 
gear them up as it was a 
fundraising event. Rather, 
he just went on to issue 
stern warnings that I’m sure

you are familiar with 

INSIDE Aso Rock

With ELIZABETH ARCHIBONGT
he National Assem-
bly has commenced 
debate on a bill to 
set up special courts 
that would help fast-

track the adjudication of cor-
ruption cases.

The proposed legislation 
comes months after President 
Muhammadu Buhari set up 
an anti-corruption advisory 
committee and advocated the 
establishment of specialised 
anti-corruption court. The 
bill, if scaled through, would 
give strength to President Bu-
hari’s fight against corruption, 
experts who spoke to BDSUN-
DAY said. 

The bill titled: ‘Anti-Cor-
ruption Court (Establishment 
Etc) Bill, 2016’ has passed First 
Reading on the floor of the 
Senate and sponsored by Duro 
Faseyi, an opposition People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) law-
maker from Ekiti State.

When passed into law, 
Nigeria will join the league of 
countries like India, Pakistan, 
Philippines and Kenya with 
special anti-corruption courts.

As of 2012, the country 
was estimated to have lost 
over $400 billion to corruption 
since independence, even as 
Buhari defined corruption as 
the greatest form of human 
right violation.

The bill, seen by BDSUN-
DAY, provides for establish-
ment of the anti-corruption 
court as a superior court of 
record and stipulates that the 
court will have all the powers 
of a High Court. Anti-graft cru-
sade was announced as one of 
the cardinal electoral promises 
of Buhari in the build-up to the 
2015 general elections.

After assumption of office 
on May 29, 2015, the media was 
awash with reports that Presi-
dent Buhari would establish 
special anti-corruption courts 
to deal with tax evasion cases 
and official graft, which was 
shut down.

Addressing audience at the 
Commonwealth Secretariat 
in London in May this year, 
the President called for the 

establishment of international 
judicial framework to further 
enhance countries anti-corrup-
tion wars.

Analysts, however, have 
expressed divergent opinions 
about how a bill on the pro-
posed anti-corruption court 
would be a game changer in the 
anti-graft crusade.

While some legal experts 
and analysts told BDSUNDAY 
that the idea of anti-corruption 
court was long overdue consid-
ering the long delay by regular 
courts in deciding corruption-
related cases, others kicked 
against it and advocated that 
selected judges from regular 
courts be trained to try such 
special cases.

There are fears that such 
courts could become kangaroo 
courts for doing the biddings 
of the government of the day.

But Tunji Abayomi, consti-
tutional lawyer, believes those 
alleging persecution will get 
justice at the special court since 
the judges are expected to be 
impartial and live above board.

He therefore, threw his 
weight behind the bill, adding 
that corruption had become 
endemic in the country.

“The anti-corruption court 
is okay because of the level 
of corruption in the country. 
It will free the courts to deal 
with other issues. The level of 
corruption had become a cul-
ture. And that court will gain 
experience with time. And it 
may even be in the interest of 
the accused.

“If the court becomes im-
partial, we are safer. A victim of 
the process is safer in court”, the 
legal practitioner told BDSUN-
DAY in a telephone interview.

Section 2 (a) and (b) of the 
bill states that the court will 
be headed by a President who 
shall have overall control and 
supervision of the administra-
tion of the court, with not less 
than 20 other judges. Accord-
ing to the proposed law, the 
President of the Court shall be 
appointed by the President, on 
the recommendation of the Na-
tional Judicial Council, subject 
to confirmation by the Senate.

The document also states 
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that the anti-corruption court 
shall be a superior court of 
record and have all the powers 
of a high court.

According to the document, 
the court shall exercise jurisdic-
tion throughout the Federation 
and shall be divided by the 
President of the Court into 
Judicial Divisions as he deems 
it fit. “The Court may sit in any 
Division as the President of the 
Court may direct and he may 
also direct a number of judges 
to sit in any Judicial Division”, 
Section 15 (2) of the proposed 
legislation stipulates.

However, other experts 
have kicked against the bill 
and advocated for selected 
judges from regular courts to 
try such cases.

An Abuja-based lawyer, 
Kayode Ajulo cited the High 
Court of the Federal Capital 
Territory Abuja (Amendment) 
Bill passed by the National 
Assembly and assented by 
Buhari, which increased the 
number of judges from 37 to 75 
to buttress his argument.

He said: “I don’t think that’s 
necessary as some courts and 
judges specialise in corruption 
cases. What is imperative is to 
open more courts and employ 
more judges”.

Also, Jude Ohanele, Pro-
gramme Director, Develop-
ment Dynamics, shared the 
same sentiments with Ajulo.

Establishing another court, 
he submitted, will ‘create an-
other bureaucracy’ in the sys-
tem and increase the nation’s 
recurrent expenditure at a 
time there are clamours for 
drastic reduction of recurrent 
expenditure in favour of capital 
expenditure.

The N6.06trillion 2016 bud-
get consists of 70 percent recur-
rent expenditure as against 30 
percent capital expenditure.

Ohanele stated: “We don’t 
need a special court for that. 
We can designate special judges 
that will be handling anti-cor-
ruption cases. It’s unfortunate 
that that is our biggest problem 
at the moment because we 
have lived with this corruption 
for so long and luckily for us, 
we now have a President that 
has started the fight against 
corruption. So, definitely, there 
will be more cases. But as we 
continue to deal with these 
cases and people are sentenced 
appropriately, the signals will 
go out and the incidences of 
corruption is most likely going 
to come down if the Prosecu-
tion is diligent.

“Creating special courts 
for corruption wouldn’t really 
mean anything. We can as well 
create special courts for every 
other thing. But we can within 
the judiciary, have the Chief 
Justice designate special judges 
who can be trained within the 
judiciary, to whom these spe-
cial cases will be sent to.”

Politics

palpitations and the signifi-
cance of the Olympics to the 
athletes.

Nigeria live and breathe 
s p o r t s ;  f r o m  fo o t b a l l 
through basketball to box-
ing. Sport is the only thing 
that binds us together as a 
nation. When cheering for 
the nation teams, Nigerians 
discard any divisive issue 
whether politics, region or 
religion. Through sports, 
the beauty of our diversity 
shines the brightest as we 
unite in support of the green 
and white. The hall was si-
lent as everyone was glued 
to the giant screens at the 
sides of the hall.

On the light side of 
things, President Buhari and 
VP Yemi Osinbajo couldn’t 
help but banter and even 
take sides while admiring 
the uniforms the athletes 
wore. To be honest, they 
looked more like choir

robes from the 1980s 
than a team gear from 
2016. When the compere 
announced the unveiling 
of the Team Nigeria’s Olym-
pic uniform, they emerged 
dressed like choristers and 
undertakers (sorry to de-
scribe it like this). The men 
wore bowler hats with a 
funny gown-like suit but 
the lady’s gowns fitted bet-
ter, oh yes or what did you 
think?

Disappointingly, though, 
some of the athletes were 
denied lunch at the banquet 
that was supposedly hosted 
in their honour while guests 
had access to the menu. I’ve 
covered similar events like 
this in the past

and I must say this is the 
first time this has happened. 
Apparently, lunch cards 
were issued out for people 
to use in accessing the meal 
venue and some of the ath-
letes did not get them. Come 
to think of it, this is the first 
time anything of the sort 
is happening. Why do you 
need to invite guests only to 
select who get to eat?

Hop efully,  this ugly 
trend is nipped quickly.

 

now. “Funds must be used 
judiciously”, he admonished. 
He warned that “if you have 
no business going to Rio de 
Janeiro then stay at home 
and support the team from 
here”.

“We are all aware of our 
nation’s dwindling revenue 
and the current global eco-
nomic challenges,’’ Buhari 
said. “It is therefore, impera-
tive that funds provided for 
the games are utilised judi-
ciously. In this regard, any 
official who has no business 
at the games should

stay at home to cheer the 
team from here and if they 
must travel to the Olympics, 
they should do so at their 
own expense.” Right!

Yes, Nigeria is going 
through the worst of times. 
Did you hear the Minister 
of Finance, Kemi Adeosun, 
and the Minister of Budget 
and

National Planning, Udo-
ma Udoma, contradicting 
themselves on the current 
state of the economy? Ad-
eosun told the Senate that 
Nigeria was in a recession 
while Udoma told journal-
ists at the Presidential Villa 
that until figures for the 
second quarter come out 
negative again, he couldn’t 
say Nigeria is in recession. 
Ok, whatever the school 
of the situation, realities 
on the ground says we are 
already there, but I guess 
the government cannot help 
it, sports keeps Nigerians 
happy, so let’s go there.

Back to the topic of our 
discussion, in-spite of the 
way it was masked, the 
athletes gave out a hint that 
they were happy that the 
President was rooting for 
them rather than joining the 
sycophancy.

When he charged the 
NOC on the judicious use of 
funds, the athletes clapped 
extra. It got us all laughing 
and thinking what was go-
ing on.

As a sports documen-
tary was aired during an 
interlude, one could feel the 
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Assembly Watch 

T
he 8th National As-
sembly seems to be 
courting too many 
c ontroversies ,  es-
pecially the Senate 

which has been enmeshed in 
one controversy or the other 
since its inauguration on June 
9, 2015.

From the purchase of 36 
land cruis ers for s enators, 
intro duction of anti-s o cial 
me dia bill ,  prop osal of life 
p ension and immunity for 
presiding officers of the Na-
tional and State Assemblies, 
trial of Senate President Bu-
kola Saraki  at  the Co de of 
Conduct Tribunal (CCT) over 
false assets declaration, ar-
raignment of Saraki and his 
deputy Ike Ekweremadu at an 
Abuja High Court over alleged 
forgery of the Senate Rules, 
the 8th Senate has been in the 
news for the wrong reasons 
than any other Senate in the 
nation’s history.

The latest in the controver-

sies is the exchange of verbal 
missiles between Remi Tinubu 
(APC, Lagos Central), wife of 
former Lagos State Governor 
Bola Tinubu and chairman, 
Senate Committee on Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT), Dino 
Melaye (APC, Kogi West).

Despite the assurances of 
the vic e chairman,  Senate 
Committee on Media and Pub-
lic Affairs, Ben Murray-Bruce, 
that the Senate leadership had 
waded into the squabble and 
that the dispute would soon be 
resolved, that did not deter pro 
and anti-Dino protests.

For instance, while there 
was pro-Melaye protest in 
Kogi State, members of the 
Lagos State House of Assembly 
protested in Abuja to register 
their  displeasure over the 
senator’s alleged verbal assault 
on Tinubu. 

The faceoff between the 
two legislators stemmed from 
an executive session, which 
went sour, as some senators 
leaked what transpired at the 
session to journalists. Unfortu-
nately, the 8th Senate has been 
notorious for the frequent con-
duct of closed door sessions, 
especially on topical national 
issues. It would go down in his-
tory as conducting the highest 
number of executive sessions 
in the nation’s  demo cratic 
experience.

Rather than reveal snippet 
of such meetings to avoid spec-
ulation, Senate correspondents 
are left at the mercy of sources, 
who sometimes garnish the 
information to suit their per-
sonal interests.

With the less ons learnt 
f ro m  t h e  T i n ub u / M e l a y e 
feud, the leadership of the 
Red Chamber wasted no time 
at revealing the outcome of 
the executive session with the 
Governor of Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN), Godwin Eme-
fiele on the monetary policies 
adopted to salvage the cur-
rent economic situation in the 
country. While Senate Leader 
Ali Ndume issued a press state-
ment on the outcome of the 
exercise, Murray-Bruce ad-
dressed a press conference on 
the same issue.

According to them, the up-
per legislative chamber com-
mended the policies of the 
CBN, saying they are geared 
towards increasing local pro-
duction, creating jobs in the 
c ountry,  safeguarding the 
nation’s commonwealth and 
expanding economic opportu-
nities and growth in Nigeria.

Then came the big masquer-
ade, Minister of Finance Kemi 
Adeosun, who appeared be-
fore Committee on the Whole 
24-hours later, as she spoke on 
the state of the economy, con-
firming officially that Africa’s 
largest economy was already 
in recession.

T h e  m i n i s t e r,  w h o  w a s 
grilled by senators for about 
two hours with 28 questions 
on the economy, also revealed 
that the Federal Government 
will in the next four weeks 
announce a comprehensive 
waiver policy which would 
bring transparency in the pro-
cess and help government earn 
more and conserve resources.

The week under review also 
witnessed the consideration 
and passage of the Federal Cap-
ital Territory Appropriation 
Bill of N241billion, Forestry 
Research Institute of Nigeria 
Bill and the Nigerian Railway 
Corporation Act 1995 (Repeal 
and Re-enactment) Bill.

Eleven (11)  rep orts were 
presented to plenary. They 
are the report of the Auditor 
General of the Federation on 
the Audited Accounts of some 
Federal Government Parastat-
als, report of the Committee 
on Police Affairs on the Crime 
and Criminal Tracking System 
Bill, report of the Committee 
on Ethics Privileges and Public 
Petitions in respect of a peti-
tion from Charles Ambaiwei 
against the Federal Ministry 
of Youths and Sports, petition 
from Akinnigbagbe Akinniyi 
against National Insurance 
Commission (NAICOM), peti-
tion by Lawright Associates 
against the D epartment of 
Parks and Recreation, Federal 
Capital Territory Adminis-
tration (FCTA), report of the 
Committee on Health on the 
Counterfeit and Fake Drugs 
and Unwholesome processed 
Food (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act 2004 (Amendment) 
Bill, report of the Joint Com-
mittees on Science and Tech-
nology and Defense on the 
Defence Space Agency Bill, 
report of the Committee on 
Police Affairs on the Traffic 
Warden Service Bill 2016, re-
port of the Joint Committees 
on Information and National 
Orientation and Trade and 

Investment on Unwholesome 
Practices by MultiChoice Ni-
geria DSTV and report of the 
Committee on Interior on the 
Nigerian Peace Corps (NPC) 
Bill.

Similarly, some committees 
reports were considered in the 
week under review. They in-
clude the report of the investi-
gative hearing of the Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs on the 
alleged lopsidedness of the list 
of 47 ambassadorial nominees. 
The Red Chamber adopted four 
of the six recommendations 
of the Committee including 
dismissal of the allegations and 
resolution to proceed with the 
screening of the nominees. In 
the wisdom of the committee, 
after listening to the submis-
sions of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Godfrey Onyeama and 
Secretary to the Government 
of the Federation Babachir La-
wal, it was convinced beyond 
reasonable doubt that the four 
states of Bayelsa, Ebonyi, Ondo 
and Plateau did not meet the 
criteria for ambassadorial ap-
pointment. 

Als o,  Saraki read letters 
from President Muhammadu 
Buhari, seeking confirmation 
of appointment of 19 board 
members of the Niger Delta 
D evelopment  Commission 
(NDDC) and appointment of 
two justices of the Supreme 
Court.

In the same vein, the re-
quest of the President seeking 
approval of budgets of 38 fed-
eral agencies and corporations 
were referred to the relevant 
committees.

Endless drama at Senate executive sessionsFrom the Red Chamber
With 
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T
he tale of the House 
of Representatives 
typified the Biblical 
storyline as captured 

in First Samuel, Chapter One 
verse Twenty-seven which 
simply states: “How are 
the mighty fallen, and the 
weapons of war perished!” 
If you’ve been following my 
scripts, the recent odium ooz-
ing from the Lower Chamber 
won’t be a surprise to you 
but simply an indication of 
what the future holds for 
the lawmakers. Like King 
David of old bemoaned 
the fallen of great friend – 
Jonathan, Saul’s son, so I am! 
No doubt, I see it happen 
though not this early, but 
for sure I know this day and 
catastrophic experience will 
come to past. Though not 
to my pleasure but experi-
ence spur the intuition. The 
question on the lips of those 
who see the major players in 
the N40 billion constituency 
scam as saints and the good 
among the bad, was that the 
estranged and ousted Hon. 
Abdulmumin Jibrin, who was 
sacked from the most exalted 
office as chairman, House 
Committee on Appropria-
tions, was a mere joker and 

lacks substantive evidence to 
nail the four bigwigs in the 
House. But I can assure them 
outright, it will get messier 
and somebody somewhere, 
somehow and sometime will 
be consumed by the banana 
peels in no distant future. 
Yes, they must toe the path of 
honour and resign? At least, 
be brave like the former PDP 
National Chairman, Vincent 
Ogbulafor, who I hold in 
high esteem, whatever the 
outcome of his case may be. 
The issue at stake is simply 
Titanic with yet-to-be deter-
mined episodes! You need to 
sit back and watch the even-
tual outcome of Heavyweight 
bout between the Challenger 
– Jibrin and the four-man 
Defenders: Speaker Yakubu 
Dogara; Yussuff Lasun, 
Deputy Speaker; Ado Dogu-
wa, Majority Chief Whip and 
Leo Ogor, Minority Leader 
who allegedly ‘crucified’ the 
Defender for failing to “cover 
up their unilateral decision 
to allocate to themselves 40 
billion naira out of the 100 
billion allocated to the entire 
National Assembly.”

According to the petition 
(now public document), Jibrin 
alleged that the four mem-

bers of the principal body 
were enmeshed in several 
wasteful projects worth over 
N20 billion (from tax payers’ 
fund) they allocated to their 
constituencies. He publicly 
challenged them to come out 
clean. Now I can understand 
why there’s need for im-
munity? I think Nigerians 
need to know more about the 
activities of House Services 
under the Seventh Assembly. 
I’m sure there are lots of un-
answered questions we must 
put to our leaders who took 
oath of office but never serve 
meritoriously!

Of course, Mr. Speaker and 
the three allies must be ‘hon-
ourable’ enough to clear air on 
another grievous allegation on 
about N30 billion personally 
requested to be inserted into 
the budget as alleged. Already, 
the Minority Leader has 
reacted to the allegation. We 
are expecting more from the 
other three. I was more dis-
turbed reading the response 
of the House Spokesman, Hon. 
Abdulrasaq Namdas which 
failed to address the financial 
scandal but tried to wriggle 
the issue at stake with Jibrin’s 
opposition to the immunity 
clause. Contrary to assump-

tion of others that the accuser 
was playing to the gallery, I 
can assuredly put in black and 
white that the issue will not 
die until the last blast of the 
whistle.

Already, the Minority 
Leader has debunked the 
allegation. Though failed to 
give details of the extent of 
his involvement in the scam, 
but time will tell, as much is 
expected from the four major 
actors who have been nomi-
nated to x-ray the activities of 
Jibrin’s committee. My utmost 
joy will be that the civil soci-
ety organisations (CSOs) and 
organised labour to pressurise 
all the actors to give the stew-
ardship of the office. But more 
worrisome is the fact that the 
two anti-corruption agencies 
may be expecting someone 
to write them before they act 
like in the past. I just hope the 
game will change under the 
watch of President Muham-
madu Buhari.

Before they embarked on 
the recess, the House con-
sidered some major issues 
among which was the sexual 
scandal leveled against three 
members of the House. After 
two consecutive absence 
of the Foreign Minister, he 

eventually appeared before 
the joint Committee on Ethics 
and Privileges and Foreign 
Affairs where he briefed on 
the engagement with the US 
Ambassador to Nigeria, James 
Erstwhile. Already, a fresh 
invitation has been extended 
to him by the Committee on 
Ethics and Privileges in the 
bid to give him fair hearing on 
the petition over the sexual 
misconduct allegation. I can 
assure you that daunting 
revelations will emanate from 
the recess. So be expectant as I 
sign-off for the week.

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA
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U
sually, whenever the exchange rate of the currencies 
of some major economies inch a notch higher, there 
is panic among their policy makers. Japan and China 
are known to fret anytime their currencies pick up 
against the dollar. When they press the panic button, it 

is to protect their exports and make them remain competitive in the 
international market. A drop in the strength of their national curren-
cies is good news to them. In fact, they take extraordinary measures 
to keep their currencies weak, a situation that has always triggered 
angry accusations from the United States of America and Europe.

Before President Muhammadu Buhari reluctantly allowed the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) to float the naira, he had feared that a 
weak national currency will impoverish Nigerians through an inevi-
table runaway inflation. He was absolutely right. And his predecessors 
equally knew it, hence the frenzied drive to mortgage the nation’s 
foreign reserves to prop up the naira. Somehow, this hand-to-mouth 
policy has been the hallmark of successive administrations. Years of 
neglect of the real sector, a period during which the major concern 
of policy makers was to structure a tariff regime that would make 
importation as cheap as possible, have finally caught up us.

The continuous frittering away of our foreign exchange earn-
ings to import goods we could produce locally and sustain a policy 
regime that created the ambience for unbridled importation is about 
the greatest injustice done to Nigerians by successive myopic and 
naive leadership.

When the inevitable eventually happened with the removal of 
restrictions on the exchange rate of naira, the country was hit with 
the wide implications of the measure and the opportunities missed. 
From a relatively cozy rate of N197 to the US dollar, it went up by nearly 
50 percent to over N280. In other climes, this could have elicited an 
air of optimism and excitement from the business community. Not 
unexpectedly, manufacturers have been put in a quandary. Capac-
ity utilisation that was already hovering around 50 percent is now 
set to plummet.

Rather than seek fresh strategies to ramp up production for 
exports, manufacturers cannot wait for the proposed single market 

and passport under the auspices of the African Union (AU) 
to come on-stream so they move their machines to other 
countries with more clement environments. The challenge 
for the Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN) is 
that the cost of sourcing of alternative power supply has 
become prohibitive. They did not complain about electric-
ity supply from the public grid as they are used to having 
it as a standby source over the years. It is the astronomical 
increase in the cost of producing their own power that is 
the huge challenge. Diesel which until recently sold for 
an average of N120 per litre now goes for N200 or more. 
That, according to Frank Jacobs, president of MAN, is one 
burden too many. Escape route? Take their machines and 
jobs out of Nigeria.

Even before that is done, the country has been rapidly 
losing the benefits associated with an economy with con-
siderable population. The country’s estimated 170 million 
people is said to provide a huge market for the smart 
investor. But that perception is quite questionable now 
that the level of deep poverty and the decimation of the 
middle class that have left the country with a demography 
of extremely rich few and extremely poor majority. That is 
not the definition of a huge market for the smart investor.

From the testimonies of Kemi Adeosun, minister of 
Finance and Godwin Emefiele, CBN governor, before the 
National Assembly last week, we are in a full recession 
despite the Minister of National Planning, Udoma Udo 
Udoma’s attempt to classify it as technical recession.

The major concern within the business community is 
the seeming unwillingness of the Federal Government to 
address the key economic issues that could energise the 
real sector. More than one year after coming on board, 
the administration has yet to come up with a road map 
for addressing the energy crisis. Of course, the Buhari ad-
ministration is not directly responsible for the abject state 
of public power supply. But government is a continuum 
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and the previous administration had done a great deal 
in building a new generation of power plants under the 
NIPP programme. 

The resurgence of militancy in the Niger Delta does 
not make it a justifiable alibi for the administration not to 
energise those power plants. If the Abuja considered the 
coming on stream of those gas powered plants critical to 
its developmental agenda, it would have taken a different 
approach in dealing with the issues in the region rather 
than the bellicose disposition towards the militants that 
apparently exacerbated the atmosphere of mistrust.

It does not inspire confidence in government when its 
key functionaries off-handedly blame the militants for the 
tragic state of public power supply in a manner that suggests 
it’s up to the citizens to prevail on the militants. 

Since the late President Umar Yar’Adua reached out to 
the militants in 2007, the region has almost had uninter-
rupted peace until the advent of the current administra-
tion. The attitude of the administration is a reflection of 
where its priorities lie. If it considered the boosting of the 
power generation capacity in the country important, it 
would have done just that with the militants keying into 
the programme. If it considered job creation as a critical 
index for measuring success beyond the rhetoric associated 
with electoral campaigns, perhaps manufacturers would 
have had something to hope for and turn their attention to 
exploring the emerging opportunities.

Unlike the way banks were hounded and threatened 
when declining fortunes forced them to down size, the 
Federal Government cannot arm-twist private manufactur-
ers should they decide to relocate their machines to other 
countries. Businesses thrive where they are welcome by 
the host government through a prudent regime of policies 
that will enable them operate at minimal costs and where 
policies are not routinely amended with the appointment 
of a new minister.

When manufacturers emigrate

STANFORD – Rare diseases are commonly neglected, simply 
because they are, well, rare. In the aggregate, however, they affect 
huge numbers of people. In the United States, rare diseases are 
defined as those that affect fewer than 200,000 people. But there are 

more than 6,800 of these conditions, and worldwide they afflict hundreds 
of millions of people. And yet only about 250 treatments are available for 
these diseases.

One reason for this is that small numbers of patients make studying 
illnesses and testing drugs difficult. As a result, medical professionals often 
know little about the symptoms and biology of these diseases.

Earlier this year, I participated in a Rare Disease Day program in 
California. The topic was an obscure but large collection (more than 70) of 
diseases caused by a specific type of genetic error – one that takes place in 
the machinery of cells that chemically attaches sugars to proteins and lipids.

Little is known about what causes the mutations that give rise to these 
congenital disorders, and treatments exist for only a few. These defects 
can lead to a wide spectrum of problems, because accurate glycosylation, 
as the process is called, is essential for the functioning of many signaling 
molecules, such as hormones and neurotransmitters, as well as the 
receptors to which these molecules bind.

Along with health professionals, the audience at the conference 
included children afflicted with these diseases, along with their families. 
For an entire afternoon, the health professionals met in small groups with 
the families and children. As the discussion went on, one child would 
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occasionally let out a blood-curdling scream. Another would 
periodically make quacking noises. Still others sat in various 
stages of deterioration.

At one point, I was sitting about a foot away from an 
adorable little girl – I think she was about two years old – and 
every couple of minutes she would have a seizure. Her eyes 
would roll back, and her head would drop to her chest. The 
medications she is taking are able to prevent only the most 
violent and generalized of her seizures. Then she would recover 
and resume pressing the screen of her little child’s laptop. Her 
anguished father spent the entire session stroking her arm.

Watching the parents was difficult. Some were hyper-alert, 
asking lots of questions; they seemed to have devoured every 
scientific paper, blog, and newspaper article in existence. 
Others just seemed confused. The worst were those with blank 
stares of deep despair.

For most of the parents, the random bad luck of their child’s 
genetic defect had stolen their lives, turning their days into a 
series of endless visits to medical specialists. Most of the kids 
need large numbers of medicines. Many must be fed via gastric 
feeding tubes inserted surgically through an incision in their 
abdomens. One woman was there with her 32-year-old son.

There is much that governments can do to help those 
dealing with rare diseases. First, they can redirect research 

funding from less critical pursuits to projects in molecular genetics 
that can offer insights into metabolic disorders. Second, they can 
reduce the burden of regulatory red tape on the very small clinical 
trials of new treatments for rare diseases. Finally, policymakers 
can create financial incentives – which could include tax breaks 
on research and development – to encourage drug companies to 
develop therapies that otherwise would not provide an attractive 
return on investment.

In the world of medicine, practitioners of a few difficult, draining 
specialties are – in my book – well on the path to sainthood. I would 
include among them pediatric oncologists, the staff of burn units, 
the volunteers who treat patients with lethal infectious diseases 
such as Ebola, and the professionals who diagnose and treat 
debilitating genetic diseases and work with the afflicted families. 
These unsung heroes need all the support we can provide.

Henry I. Miller, a physician and molecular biologist, is Fellow 
in Scientific Philosophy and Public Policy at Stanford University’s 
Hoover Institution. He was the founding director of the Office of 
Biotechnology at the US Food and Drug Administration. 
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S
ocial networking sites which started 
from Orkut, followed by Twitter and 
Facebook, have become the vogue 
across the world, especially among the 
youth because it makes communication 

easy, seamless and extremely interactive. Just 
a few clicks and you can chat with friends and 
family, from all across the globe. Facebook is, 
perhaps, the most popular social networking site 
as it is one of the two most frequented websites 
in the entire internet. It usually trades places 
with Google as the most visited web service, and 
by the company’s estimates, it now has over 800 
million active users. That is more regular visitors 
than the entire internet had in 2004. As at June 
2012, Facebook had over 955 million active users, 
more than half of them using it on mobile devices.

Social media, also known as the new media is a 
platform that thrives on social interaction, using 
accessible communication techniques. Through 
the use of web-based mobile technologies, social 
media turns communication into interactive 
dialogue. What makes social media thick is that 
it accelerates conversations in a more interactive 
way that makes communication more effective 
and worthwhile. It  takes communication beyond 
the limitations of  the traditional media, which 
most often delivers content but doesn’t permit 
readers, or as the case may be, viewers or listeners, 
to participate in the formation or development 
of the content. Globally, there is an array of 
social media networks such as YouTube, Twitter, 
Whattsap, Instagram, to LinkedIn, Facebook and 
a host of others.

A
s the discourse on the recent deregulation (or is 
it hike in price) of premium motor spirit (PMS) 
rages, it is pertinent to pay more attention to 
the finer policy issues that would ultimately 
determine the impact of market reforms in that 

sector and all other sectors. One of such important policy 
issues is the need for an appropriate regulatory framework to 
ensure that markets deliver optimally to the citizens and the 
economy as a whole. At the core of this regulatory framework 
is competition law. The government has continued to use 
the argument of the virtue of private sector competition as 
a stabilizing factor both on the price and availability of the 
product. While it is    true that an open market may result 
in more firms going into the market and the possibility of 
competition reducing price overtime, this scenario is not 
a given. It is dependent on the ability of the government to 
monitor the market and apply the right sanctions for abuse 
of the process of competition in the market. Failure to do 
this would result in some other type of monsters that would 
defeat the expected gains of deregulation. In the absence 
of the right kind of regulatory framework (i.e a competition 
law) to address market abuses, the recent move by the 
Nigerian government in deregulating the market for PMS 
(fuel) amounts to fuelling competition in the absence of a 
competition law.  The problem is that like fire, competition 
can be either a positive or a negative force in absence of 
boundaries or purpose.

Since market reforms involve having a number of private 
firms operating in a given market, this creates the need for 
the firms to compete for market share and profit within the 
market. To this end, it is conceivable that where the conditions 
permit, private firms can adopt unethical or abusive practices 
in order to make as much profit as possible. For example, 
nothing stops the few importers of PMS from coming together 
to agree at a price at which they would sell their products to 
the members of the public. They can also agree to manipulate 

Send reactions to: comment@businessdayonline.com

Social media and social madness
‘crazy’, ‘insane’, ‘idiot’, ‘empty-head’, etc that are 
used on the medium to describe people who put 
up analysis that others disagree with. Curiously, 
such views are viciously condemned not because 
those that are opposed to them do so on the 
basis of superior argument, but just because the 
proponent of the view is ‘senseless’!

Aside this, the social media sometimes 
flourishes on falsehood. On many occasions, 
the genuineness of information posted on 
the media is suspicious. While conventional 
media tradition processes and scrutinizes news 
gathering and dissemination and thus exercises 
control in addition to operating a feedback 
mechanism which gives room for refutation 
when practitioners erred, the social media affords 
faceless people the stage to send conniving and 
spurious information.

Sadly, those that practice this usually get away 
with it since there is no compelling process or 
law to insist on confutation. The result of this, of 
course, is unlimited madness on the social media 
space. Someone with no concrete substantiation 
comes up with a story, puts it on the social space 
and before you could say jack the whole space 
becomes animated discussing and sometimes 
freely passing judgments on certain characters 
based on the ‘strength’ of such an unsubstantiated  
story. Through this trend, many people have been 
‘authoritatively’ confirmed dead on the social 
media while many have equally been labelled as 
‘looters’, ‘thieves’, ‘fraudsters’ etc , when in actual 
fact, their cases have not yet been investigated 
not to talk of getting to the court. At the end of the 

prohibits such conducts as collusion by firms to fix prices, 
allocate markets, boycott a supplier or buyer, etc. It also 
frowns against the abuse of dominance by a dominant firm 
through predatory pricing, denying smaller firms access to 
critical facilities, requiring distributors to boycott the products 
of other suppliers, etc. Competition law takes exception to 
mergers and acquisitions where the aim or the likely result 
of such would be to lessen or eliminate competition in the 
market.

Placing the foregoing in the context of the deregulation of 
the market for PMS and the likely abuses that may arise in the 
market, one can only say that it is unfortunate that Nigeria 
lacks this critical tool for market regulation. The several 
attempts, since the inception of the fourth republic, to enact 
a competition law in Nigeria have been unsuccessful due to 
a myriad of reasons ranging from lack of appreciation of the 
import of the law on the part of the politicians to the alleged 
subversive acts of vested interests, and the lack of unanimity 
among different government agencies on the orientation of 
the law. The last administration sent in a bill on competition 
and consumer protection to the National Assembly but the 
timing was bad – about three months before the general 
elections. 

Just like the saying about the idea whose time has come, 
there is currently a remarkable commitment on the part of 
the leadership of both chambers of the National Assembly to 
give the country a competition law at this time. To underscore 
this commitment, the Senate has listed this bill as one of their 
priority bills in the legislative agenda. This bill also featured 
prominently in the review of regulatory framework for doing 
business in Nigeria commissioned by the President of the 
Senate and presented and deliberated upon by stakeholders 
at the first round of the National Assembly Business 
Environment Roundtable (NASSBER) in March of this year. 
At the moment, there are a few bills on competition law before 
both chambers of the National Assembly.

While stakeholders are rallying around the version tagged 
Federal Competition and Consumer Protection (FCCP) 
Bill, efforts are also underway to harmonise this with other 
versions. Under the FCCP Bill, the existing Consumer 
Protection Council (CPC) would be subsumed under the new 
Federal Competition and Consumer Protection Council. The 
Bill also repeals the existing Consumer protection Council 
Act and contains improved provisions for the protection of 
consumer rights in Nigeria.

No market reform can truly deliver value to the citizens/
consumers without the appropriate regulatory framework to 
check abuses and unethical practices in the market. This is the 
whole essence of the FCCP Bill. At the end of the day, it is the 
consumers that benefit the most as there are guaranteed of 
variety of suppliers and products to choose from, competitive 
prices, and continuous improvement in quality. Business 
(especially SMEs) would also benefit from access to markets 
and business opportunities, access to inputs at reasonable 
prices, incentive to innovate, etc. The country as a whole 
benefits from elimination of waste in allocation of resources 
since resources would flow to the most productive sectors, 
reduction in the cost of infrastructure and other social goods 
through competitive procurement processes, etc. Specifically 
in the market for PMS, a proper enforcement of competition 
law would ensure that importers, distributors, tank farm 
owners, truck owners and drivers, etc do not collude to 
manipulate the market for their selfish gains. It is, therefore, 
important that every concerned citizen lends a voice to the 
demand that the National Assembly passes the competition 
bill before it. Join the conversation on Twitter and Facebook 
using the hashtag #YesToCompetitionBill

 
The Author is the Resident Rep of CUTS International 

in Nigeria and Adviser to the Private Sector Coalition on 
Competition Law in Nigeria

Being a platform that encourages unrestrained 
communication among users, social media 
produces the kind of fun that grasps people’s 
attention. The opportunity it provides for users 
to unreservedly share ideas and disseminates 
information makes it trendy amongst a variety of 
people all over the world. Aside the opportunity it 
offers for unbridled communication, social media 
creates an unusual prospect for all manners of 
people to bond by sharing their thoughts online. 
Though, such people might live in different 
parts of the world and might not even have the 
slightest chance of meeting in life, the bond that 
the social media stage creates among them is 
quite astonishing.

In short, social media offers an opportunity 
to be seen and be heard without any restriction, 
which the traditional media does not give. Today, 
our world has been radically transformed courtesy 
the social media. Information dissemination is 
now faster and easier while genuine business 
transactions can be promoted through the 
medium for a vast global market. Undoubtedly, 
the social media has made our world a more 
exciting place to be. But then, that is where it all 
stops. The social media has unfortunately become 
an avenue for users to display and perpetrate 
unconcealed acts of boundless social madness. 
In the social media, there is little or no regard 
for opposing views. Users simply exhibit mind-
boggling bigoted stance to contrasting viewpoints 
from fellow users. This trend is reflected in the 
use of uncouth words such as ‘stupid’, ‘foolish’, 

supply in such a way that pump prices are not reflective of 
economic cost of importation and distribution. This foregoing 
scenario is typical of a cartel arrangement. The evil of cartel 
arrangements lies in the fact that suppliers can manipulate 
the market in such a way that consumer are meant to pay 
much higher for poor quality products or services.     

Another conceivable abuse in the market for PMS is where 
a firm – especially a dominant one – that owns the facilities for 
landing, storage or distribution of the product denies other 
firms access to these facilities or demands unreasonable 
costs for access to these facilities. What this means is that 
the dominant firm is effectively undermining competition 
in that market and would keep on determining price and 
output. Similarly, a dominant firm or group of firms that feels 
threatened by the entry of more firms into the market can 
decide to push the new entrants out by selling below the cost 
of supplying the products in what competition law experts call 
predatory pricing. The idea is to run the new entrants or even 
existing competitors out of the market and then assume the 
status of a monopoly. Beyond the economic consequence 
of these abusive conducts, there are also the socio-political 
consequences because instability of supply or high cost 
of basic needs usually leads to civil unrest and sometimes 
mass revolt leading to change in government. Furthermore, 
if private firms decide to use their economic power to pursue 
a political agenda, they can thwart the course of democracy 
and popular participation in governance. This leads to a 
situation of “state capture” by private business interests. These 
pernicious economic, social and political consequences of 
unbridled concentration of economic power in few hands 
is at the heart of the history of competition (or antitrust) law 
as championed by the Americans from the 19th Century.

The goal of competition law is to set the rules that would 
ensure that competition is protected in the market. It 
prohibits conducts and even market structures that restrict 
or eliminate competition in the market. Competition law 
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day, the victims of such misleading information 
are faced with the task of responding to issues that 
never existed.

Sadly, some youth have become so addicted 
to social networking sites that you wonder if they 
do any other productive thing throughout the 
day. They spend hours using these sites thereby 
harming their performance in other fields. Some 
of them have made a mess of their lives on the 
account of this uninhibited addiction to social 
networking sites. There have been instances of a 
few youth being lured and inducted into terrorism 
through social media networking. Thus, as useful 
as the social media is, its abuse can be menacing. 
The use of a tool largely depends on the users. For 
instance, a doctor operates with a knife while a 
murderer could also kill with a knife.

For users of the social media, especially the 
youth, the watchword, therefore, is cautiousness. 
M e a n w h i l e ,  p a re n t s ,  N G O s,  re l i g i o u s 
organizations, related government agencies, 
educational institutions, and all other concern 
stakeholders are enjoined to take active interest 
in taking up advocacy crusades aimed at curbing 
the excesses of the social media. Though, it is 
practically impossible to impose barriers on the 
cyberspace, but with the active participation of 
major stakeholders, together we could tone down 
the negative effects of the social media.

Ogunbiyi is of the Features Unit, Ministry of 
Information & Strategy,

Alausa, Ikeja, Lagos.
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S
ome people believe that 
things are not going the 
right way in the country. 
The country is divided 
along ethnic and religious 

lines, and hatred is very promi-
nent in society. Some people say 
it was such level of hate that gave 
rise to the civil war. What would 
you say on this?

 Quite frankly I am as worried 
as anybody about the situation. It 
is not yet out of hand and it is not 
unexpected. Let me clarify, in a 
period of economic hardship when 
resources are scarce, ordinarily, 

resources are scarce, and in a situa-
tion when it is more scarce, invari-
ably there will be hardship. And 
when there is hardship, there will 
be tension. And in a multi-ethnic, 
multi-religious society, those ten-
sions can get very pronounced 
but that is also when government 
is challenged to manage diversity. 
The business of running a large 
federation such as we have, which 
is very diverse, and very complex, 
is that of managing the tension 
that will always be there. And the 
tension is usually between, if it 
wants to exist at various levels, first 

of all; the more obvious one will be 
religion because it has to do with 
faith. And faith is irrational, people 
don’t think. If you want people to 
think then put them somewhere 
else in the monastery where they 
can think.

But when it comes to faith, 
before you enter the church or the 
mosque you have to fully suspend 
your disbelief, display it outside, 
so whatever the imam says you 
believe it, whatever the bishop says 
you believe it. Therefore, faith is 
irrational and faith is usually the 
first casualty in a tense situation of 

economic hardship and scramble 
for resources. So that’s why I say, 
what we are seeing now is not 
unexpected.

Even in the United States today 
we are having tension, racial ten-
sion, religious tension even as old 
as America is, let alone Nigeria. We 
also have a generational problem 
in the sense that our population is 
very young and is getting younger. 
Those who are aged from 1 to 35 
are in the majority. Those who are 
age 18 and 35, are the age of em-
ployment and the ones who are 25 
to 35 who have qualified, have ter-

tiary education qualifications they 
cannot find work. The number is 
increasing, but there are up to 200 
universities in the country, and if 
you add polytechnics and colleges 
of education, there are about 500 
and they are producing in excess 
of one million graduates every year 
joining the unemployment market 
that has no job to offer to anybody. 
So, the certificates have become 
not an entry permit to job and a 
good life but it becomes a ticket 
that leads to nowhere. And young 
people look right, look left; there 
is no basis for optimism, even a 

Doing business in Nigeria now is 
like living in purgatory – Amuta
Chidi Amuta, a former director of the Directorate of Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructure (DFRRI) in the 
old Imo State and currently chairman and CEO, Wilson & Weizmann Associates Ltd, is one of the best Nige-
rian brains and has a robust history of intelligent contributions to important discourse in Nigeria and on the 
global stage. In this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO & CHUKS OLUIGBO, the former university don 
took a sombre look at the chequered economic situation of Nigeria; the dire consequences of faulty policies 
of government, the politics of greed in South East, and the way out of the present quagmire. Excerpts:
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dream. There is no Nigerian dream; 
that is why we have generational 
problem, which has been the root 
of unemployment. Not only in 
Nigeria, but Nigeria’s case is worse. 
It is also a function of the size of 
population. The economy we have 
is not structured to generate oppor-
tunities at the rate at which we are 
producing that manpower. There is 
hardly any new investment. What 
kind of new investment is coming 
into Nigeria? How many new 
factories have been built? What 
are the growth sectors? A couple 
of years ago, you had telecom-
munications; you had oil and gas, 
you had the banking sector dur-
ing the Soludo reform. But if you 
look at those three sectors today, 
they are contracting. Telecom-
munications companies, banks, oil 
companies can’t hire more people, 
they are even retrenching; they 
are looking for ways of delivering 
the same service without hiring 
more people. Semi rural branches 
of some banks are being closed 
down; more branches in the ur-
ban areas are going down, they 
are also shrinking because of the 
application of technology and 
the shrinking of patronage from 
government. Government is the 
biggest spender and government 
has decided to take all the money to 
the Central Bank. Banks don’t have 
money to employ youths; they 
can’t even grant loans to people 
to do legitimate business. In the 
oil and gas, the fraud that was so 
prevalent in that industry is what 
is being checked and that means 
we are also contracting. Therefore, 
you look around. No growth sector. 
Government wants to promote 
agriculture, but its sponsored-
agriculture cannot create employ-
ment. If you want to produce food, 
it’s private sector-driven. And gov-
ernment is not making any effort 
to make it private sector-driven. 
It wants to make it public sector. 
And government does not have a 
communication strategy, to inform 
young people that agriculture is a 
new frontier. You are not making 
farming attractive. Even if you 
give it a level of communication, 
you also need then to provide the 
enabling capital through the bank-
ing system so that banks can lend 
at rates that are good for young 
people that want to go into agri-
culture and farming. There are no 
growth sectors in the public sector. 
More than 27 states out of 36 states 
cannot pay salaries. So even those 
who have employment letters and 
who have employment in the state 
they can’t fulfill their obligations to 
their families, at the end of the day; 
although they are employed, they 
have no wages. The Federal Gov-
ernment has been defaulting, even 
on its own salaries, sometimes for a 
month, sometimes for 2 months; so 
opportunities are not there. That is 
also a source of tension.

Now, the capacity of the state 
to guaranteeing security of lives 
and property is also a function of 
the state of the economy. It is the 
duty of the sate to buy guns; to 
maintain a police force, military 
and all which is superior to those 
of the ones challenging them. But a 
situation in which non-state actors 
are now challenging the state, in the 
area where the state used to have 
monopoly; then there is problem. In 
those days if you hear that govern-
ment is coming, you run away be-
cause government has uniform and 
has guns. But today, uniforms and 
guns are no longer a monopoly. In 
fact, non-state actors- the militants 
and all the others- they even have 

bigger guns. Theirs is even more 
frightening. Armies and soldiers 
have a protocol for deployment of 
forces. Now a militant or terrorist 
has no protocol, they have no rule 
of engagement; in fact, the bigger 
the gun a person wields, the more 
the person is a commander. And 
as a result of that, insecurity which 
brings instability becomes the order 
of the day. So, virtually in 32 of the 
36 states, the military and the police 
and the Civil Defence and all kinds 
of all uniform groups are engaged 
in basic law and order. You now 
have what they call Civilian JTF, 
the Bakassi group and all kinds of 
people pretending to be helping the 
government, because government 
is overwhelmed. So, we also have to 
recognise that. This is also not a fea-
ture of Nigeria alone; it’s also in all 
the other countries, with economic 
problem. It s only in our case that 
there have not been an open civil 
war, but ours can be more danger-
ous because you are assuming you 
are not in a war situation and your 
psychology is not open to war and 
you are driving on the street some-
body kidnaps you. So it’s worse, if 
you are in a war situation you will 
know and be conscious of it. So, it is 
these combinations of forces that 
make it appear that Nigeria today is 
worse off than at any other time. It is 
not strictly speaking the fault of the 
government of the day. President 
Buhari came at a very wrong time 
as there is a convergence of forces; 
nonetheless, the government came 
to power under the umbrella of a 
very high expectation. Has it met 
the expectation? I will say no. but 
it has a responsibility to keep this 
country united and peaceful. That 
is a big assignment. But we need to 
understand the complexity of the 
situation.

 
The point we are now, what 

do you advocate as the way out 
of the situation?

People are advocating, there 

is a lot of separatist sentiments; 
some people want to be Biafra, 
some people want to be Oduduwa, 
Niger Delta, etc., you ask yourself, 
are these solutions? No, it’s not. It’s 
just like a virus. If you feel, cutting 
it in bits, separating it will make 
it go, that’s not true. It will even 
prove very difficult to tackle, but if 
you leave it whole and everybody 
attacks it, you will probably kill it. 
There are imperfections. This is an 
imperfect union. My reason for 
saying this is Nigeria was brought 
together by the Colonial masters. 
After independence, on our own, 
we adopted an American presi-
dential system of government and 
it looked nice. But we forgot that 
historical circumstance is different 
and there is one fundamental dif-
ference between the United States 
and Nigeria, and it has to do with 
the relationship between states 
and the Federal Government. In 
America, it was the states that 
created the Federal Government; 
in Nigeria, it is the Federal Gov-
ernment that created states. If you 
look at the American constitution, 
‘it is we the people’. It is not we the 
people written by a few people; it 
is actually we the people that cre-
ated and defined the power of the 
Federal Government. Everybody 
says we surrender our rights to a 
big sovereign in return we demand 
of the sovereign a protection from 
each other and from external forc-
es; so that’s how the United States 
remain like that. People don’t talk 
about force, because they were not 
forced to come together, they will-
ingly entered into the agreement.

But in our own case, the Colo-
nialists brought the people togeth-
er and they imposed on us a form 
of unity that is being questioned 
for fear of secession. And after the 
Civil War, the military decided to 
divide or balkanise the federation 
so that no single unit will be so 
powerful to challenge the Fed-
eral Government, because the then 

Eastern Region had the courage to 
challenge the Federal Government 
and almost defeated it. Therefore, 
out of fear, they said, no. They cre-
ated a unitary administration and 
called it federal. Under the military, 
the control of the state was under 
the control of Chief of General Staff 
office. The same signal went out to 
all the state governors on every-
thing. Whether it was taxation, 
or universities or whatever, it was 
a unitary arrangement. And the 
states were governed through mili-
tary. We camouflage the military 
government with elected civilian 
governors. The Federal Govern-
ment was funding all revenues. 
This is not federalism, this is a 
unitary administration.

Until we revolve this, am not 
saying the solution is balkanisation. 
It is to see how the structure we 
have can be made one. Nothing is 
wrong with 36 or 12 states. In our 
case, it is a matter of what can be 
effectively managed to meet the 
obligation. If they approach the 
call of restructuring from a purely 
economic perspective, then there 
is a point to be made. Because if 
you reduce the number of states, 
you probably reduce the number 
of civil servants, number of jobs, the 
positions requiring power. You will 
probably be able to deliver more 
service. We need to look at things 
very soberly, things were better 
when they were under a larger 
region than it is now that we are 
one. Awolowo built universities 
and many all other things that have 
remained as legacies today in the 
South West. Agitations are fed by 
hunger, desperation and frustration.

 
As a businessman and a citizen 

of Nigeria, how has the current 
economic situation affected?

For every honest person in 
business, it’s been hectic. There 
was no basis for planning; you had 
an exchange rate regime that even 
as I speak to you, nobody knows 

what to call it. Business means 
that you are trying to add value 
and make profit. In an environ-
ment where certain parameters 
determine it, namely, interest rate, 
exchange rate, rate of inflation, if 
those three are unpredictable, be-
ing a businessman is like being in 
purgatory. In the last 12 months, 
the rate of inflation has gone from 
a single digit of 8percent to 16.5 per-
cent today. The exchange rate, we 
don’t know what to call it, because 
yesterday (Monday, July 18, 2016) 
the dollar was N365 this morning 
it’s N372. Just sleeping and wak-
ing it has changed so badly. How 
can one plan? A lot of people are 
abandoning their cargo at the port, 
because it no longer makes sense 
to go and clear because there is no 
market for these goods. What are 
you going to manufacture when 
there is no electricity? For anyone 
who is in business it has been 
very traumatic. It has led to a lot 
of job losses. You are dealing with 
undetermined variables. What 
do you do? You reduce your staff 
strength, even that doesn’t solve 
the problem. We operate about 
10 generators around the city of 
Lagos, and diesel that used to be 
N160 is today N210. Meanwhile, 
the power company has increased 
its tariff on electricity that doesn’t 
exist. So, if you take all these things, 
you need to take a certain dose of 
insanity. A lot of business people 
have stopped taking risks; some 
have just withdrawn to their 
shell. People are feeding on their 
reserves. How long will it last? And 
even the money you have in the 
bank, what is the value? Inflation 
rate has eaten up that value.

We heard you have some busi-
ness understanding with Travelex 
Company. May we know how 
CBN’s FX policy has affected the 
company in the last one year?

The company is at a standstill 
because at what rate are we going 
to buy forex and at what rate are 
we going to sell it? Then, it col-
lapsed. Every business is in trouble, 
whether oil and gas or bank or 
manufacturing, etc. Even for those 
in pharmaceuticals, you may find 
out that the active ingredient of the 
drug is entitled to CBN forex.

A lot of people call themselves 
policy makers; they have never run 
a shop before, don’t know or under-
stand the language of business. If 
you bring out a bad policy, you are 
sending people out of business; you 
are sending them into the street, to 
their early grave. They don’t under-
stand the way the whole thing goes. 
We have a problem in the last one 
year. I don’t think if the government 
understands the type of economy it 
wants to run, if the market should 
be a free market economy or a so-
cialist economy. If we are running 
a socialist economy, the time has 
passed; if we are running a free 
market economy which we have 
been running from 1985 till now, 
which is what is responsible for 
the growth that you see, let us go 
on with it and find out how we can 
do it better. They told us fuel will be 
bought for N85 and now we know 
how much we get fuel. When they 
came in there was scarcity of fuel all 
over the place, making us stand in 
queues for the product. If they had 
addressed the issue of fuel imme-
diately they came in, the problem 
would have been forgotten. The 
same thing they did with Forex.

 
But they said the problems 

were caused by the immediate 

Continues on page 24
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past administration?
That is rubbish. It is a lazy ap-

proach to governance. Governance 
is a continuum. What you inherit 
is your burden. Your responsibil-
ity is to make life better for the 
people and not to continue to give 
excuses. Seven and half years ago, 
when Barracks Obama became 
president, America’s economy was 
in shambles, they were into wars 
costing billions of dollars every 
day. Their unemployment rate was 
over the roof. America was almost 
becoming a third world country. 
Their industries were collapsing. 
What did he do? In fact, it was his 
campaign point. He said he was go-
ing to make life better. Once he was 
given the mandate, and he took 
the oath, he left excuses behind, 
and went into action. We have to 
wake up; Nigeria is the only place 
where government spends money 
the way they want and continues 
to make excuses.

Is there any way out?
In Nigeria we don’t ask ques-

tions. If we are an electorate that 
asks questions things won’t be like 
this. We have authorities without 
responsibility. In theory, we have 
mandate that he exists. He doesn’t 
care about you. But it should recip-
rocal. The government is irrespon-
sible, because the people don’t care. 
A lot of money they are spending is 
not our tax money, it is oil royalty. 
There is the act of irresponsibility 
and lawlessness. Why is it so dif-
ficult for the government to pay 
salaries? They have avenues from 
internally generated revenue. You 
should be able to know whether 
the workforce of the state is too 
big. There is a lot of irresponsibility 
and lack of management. There is 
a diconnect between the problem 
we have and the calibre of people 
who impose themselves on us. And 
people who have never run any 
business are running the public 
sector.  Therefore, what do you 
expect? We have lack of productiv-
ity in the system. We have people 
who just feed on the system and 
add no value.

Abia State has been in the news 
for very wrong reasons; some 
time ago; what’s your thought on 
the state at the moment?

You see, I have always had prob-
lems on issues with my state. And 
it is unfortunate because that’s one 
state that ought to be viable. I was 
born at Aba General Hospital and 
I grew up on the streets of Aba, so, I 
know it very well, that’s the city in 
Nigeria where every other house- 
the front is a shop, the backyard is 
a factory and at the same time act 
as residence. The only other place 
you could find that kind of a thing 
is in China. So, ordinarily Abia is 
centrally mobilised, industrially 
and commercially to be self-suffi-
cient and not to rely on this thing 
they call federation account, but 
the state has also been singularly 
unfortunate to have a succession 
of irresponsible governors; people 
who related to the state not with 
the aim of making it viable but 
just occupying office brandishing 
themselves with siren. Now, we 
have the newly elected governor; 
and because of the culture of greed 
they would not even let the new 
governor sit down – he is hardly 
one year in office he is having law 

suit upon law suit. We are talk-
ing about insecurity; if he has a 
template for security, how would 
he implement it when he is in 
court from Tribunal to Appeal, to 
Supreme Court, now he is being 
dragged to another round? You 
have the worst kind of elite in 
Abia. The Abia elite is one of the 
most troublesome in the sense that 
nothing else matters to them other 
than their own selfish interest and 
unless you have a certain measure 
of stability in a state, where those 
elected in office are allowed to 
govern, you’re not going to have 
development instead you are go-
ing to have capital flight which 
has happened, because if you go 
to Aba, the industrial area where 
grew up, lot of properties belonging 
soap manufacturing firms, indus-
trial mills, breweries are up for sale 
and nobody wants to buy them. If 
Aba were attractive a lot of invest-
ments I also have in Lagos would be 
in Aba, but as a businessman, I’m 
thinking about the security of my 
investment and profitability first 
before I think about nostalgia of 
home. Capital is not blind; it looks, it 
searches where it should and must 
go; you know. If there is any way 
for Abia elite to congregate so that 
we can tell ourselves the truth and 
then rally round whichever party 
is in government, I am not a party 

person, I don’t belong to PDP or 
APC or any other. But I think that 
there’s a chance to create a viable 
state that will be an example. Let 
me tell you, I have looked at Aba; 
I have looked at all the potentials, 
Nigeria, for instance, has no busi-
ness importing military uniforms 
from China, books, etc, there is suf-
ficient homegrown capacity. A lot 
of people who trained and are ca-
pable of manufacturing shoes, etc 
and because there’s no patronage, 
no infrastructure they are now rid-
ing ‘Okada’ and Keke NAPEP. Is that 
right? It is unfair. We need to free 
the government from law suits and 
all that. I followed the latest one; 
the governor is in office; I am not a 
lawyer, but I have common sense. 
Governor is there, he has survived 
appeal court, Supreme Court from 
Tribunal, then somebody said no, 
he didn’t pay tax; he was a govern-
ment employee for God’s sake. And 
the tax is supposed to be deducted 
at source; they said, no, no, the 
receipt has some discrepancies. 
Does he issue receipt to himself? 
There is a revenue authority that 
should do that. And in any case, 
there is no law that says in what 
order the revenue office should 
issue receipt. The only crime is if 
they received money and they 
didn’t issue a receipt. They say 
the receipt is genuine but that it is 

forged; is it forged by the governor? 
Does he issue receipt to himself? 
And you have judges who went 
to school, making these laughable 
pronouncements.

The more we engage in these 
unnecessary lawsuits, we are not 
thinking about the pensioners 
that won’t get paid; teachers that 
won’t get paid; we are not thinking 
about patients in the hospital who 
will die tomorrow because there’s 
no drug; lack of infrastructure and 
therefore, lack of opportunities in 
the whole state.

But it is not just only in Abia, 
I think it is a general problem in 
South East; why is it so?

The South Easterners should 
be ashamed of ourselves. Why 
haven’t we developed our home-
land? We claim to be special breed. 
If you look at the Jews, they are not 
more than five million. We have 
the Jews in the Diaspora (all over 
the world), very influential and 
wealthy. They go out there, and 
they take the wealth and their 
knowhow back home and cre-
ated Israel as a show piece. Israel 
is a small country, but in terms of 
military power, technology, intel-
ligence and all, they are mighty 
and strong. That justifies the claim 
of the Jews as a special people. So, 
I am saying, if we claim that we 
are special as the Igbo nation, how 
come we are the worse in terms of 
governance, in terms of infrastruc-
ture, no road, nothing. Since 1999, 
do you know the quantum amount 
of money that has been dedicated 
to five states of the South East from 
the federation account and what 
do we have to show? But let me 
tell you, it is not the Igbos that say 
they are smart, it is other Nigerians 
saying we are smart in order to 
deny us things. We have the high-
est entrepreneurial density in the 
federation. Rightly also, the Igbos 
have certain traits that people ad-
mire, they are hardworking, they 
are enterprising, they are hardy, 
they are intelligent very smart and 
therefore, but what does that trans-
late into in terms of our identity 
within the Nigerian connectivity. 
It attracts to us not just envy, people 
tend to resent us; and if that is the 
case, it is a problem of collective 
identity, we have to be very care-
ful and also the nature of what we 
do in Nigeria and elsewhere- very 
prominent and visible- mark us 
out. Our investment is to visible, 
we are traders, merchants and ev-
erybody can see us, so when there 
is any crisis, our assets become 

targets, as has happened in recent 
Nigerian history. We are not the 
only people, this is what the Jews 
suffered in the 2nd World War in 
Germany, that’s why it was easy 
to round them up and put them 
in the gas chambers. They were 
so despised that the hatred was so 
strong that the only way to deal 
with the Jews properly was to 
incinerate them in gas chambers. 
The Germans defined them as the 
Jewish problem therefore, if we 
have that kind of identity then we 
have to be very careful, you must 
not conduct politics that marks 
you out as distinct, as Igbo people 
try to do in Yoruba land ‘Ezeigbo’ 
we are boastfully trying to be, we 
cannot create contending monar-
chies, we are not even monarchical 
people, we cannot create artificial 
monarchies and then impose them 
as contenders for power and influ-
ence in the places where we are 
doing business.

The correct strategy for now 
for the Igbos is to always need the 
Nigerian federation because the 
Nigerian federation is good for 
business, it’s a large market and if 
you are an entrepreneur you need 
a large market. Why is it that Japan 
is not growing at the same rate 
or growing faster than China, it’s 
because of population. The Chi-
nese are so many that even if they 
concentrated on their domestic 
market alone, they will still be the 
second most powerful. So, Nigeria 
has that population and it is given 
to us on a platter of gold and we 
happened to be the most entrepre-
neurial, let’s not spoil it by doing 
Biafra because Biafra marks you 
out and marks you out in full, both 
territorially and geographically 
and it is easy to target you within 
that issue and it keeps dragging 
you until you become smaller and 
smaller and then they crush you. 
We don’t want to do that a second 
time; there is no group in history 
that has survived two genocides 
or two civil wars that they didn’t 
prepare for. What do we want to 
do, we want to create wealth out 
of the Nigerian totality, therefore 
the only way, the best way for the 
Igbos to find themselves is to lose 
themselves within the Nigerian 
large market; lose your identity 
but penetrate and take hold. Once 
you do that, you have all the ingre-
dients, once you do that then you 
become indispensable in the future 
politics of Nigeria, in the future 
economy of Nigeria. So, we must 
quickly migrate from visible to 
invisible business, the investment 
in the stock market, in insurance, 
the media and so and so forth. 
Some of this has been lost on our 
people and so before you know 
it, let me tell you what happens, 
this time in America, especially in 
New York if it’s a Jewish holiday, 
it’s better for you not to go out to 
look for any business to do or to 
have an appointment in any office 
because most of the businesses are 
closed the reason is that most busi-
nesses are owned by Jews, they 
don’t announce it that they are 
doing Jewish holiday, the whole 
doors are closed, some of the big-
gest establishments are closed; all 
the major media are owned by the 
Jews, the insurance companies are 
Jewish-owned. When you stand 
for elections the Jews bring out 
money and support the prominent 
parties, whichever that wins, they 
will be present at the inauguration 
ceremony. That’s how they do 
their business. We must migrate 
to that level to succeed as an Igbo 
nation.

Continued from page 23
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Bill  Gates’ legacy for African youths

T
here is excitement in the air as Microsoft’s 
founder, Bill Gates has been revealed as 
the special guest, appearing on the latest 
episode of ‘MTV Base Meets…’ courtesy 
of Viacom International Media Networks 

(VIMN) Africa.
The US entrepreneur and philanthropist will make 

a special TV appearance in  MTV Base Meets Bill 
Gates, discussing his views on the future of African 
technology, innovation and development with a 
group of African youth.

In July 2016, during Bill Gates visit to the 21st In-
ternational AIDS Conference held in Durban, South 
Africa, a special MTV Base Meets Bill Gates session 
was recorded at artSPACE. 

Produced by  MTV Base  (Africa), the show will 
seat  Bill Gates  alongside a panel of leading Afri-
can tech entrepreneurs, innovators and social 
investors. Making valuable contributions in the 
energy, employment, health, environment and 
education sectors, the panellists comprise  Nige-
ria’s  Chris Kwekowe  (23),  George Mtemahanji  (23) 

delighted to create this platform for them to access 
and interact with Bill Gates, one of the world’s most 
visionary businessmen and philanthropists, learn-
ing from his insights and experience in the process.”

Previous participants in the MTV Base Meets series 
include; First Lady of the United States, FLOTUS, Mi-
chelle Obama,  Winnie Mandela, musicians  like 
Alicia Keys, Akon and Hugh Masekela, Sir Richard 
Branson, President Jacob Zuma  of South Africa, 
President Paul Kagame  of Rwanda, businessman, 
entrepreneur  and Forbes Richest Man in Africa, 
Aliko Dangote, and many more.

MABEL DIMMA

from Tanzania, Brian Gitta (24) from Uganda, Thato 
Kgathlanye  (23), Siya Xuza  from South Africa (27) 
and Martha Njeri Chumo (21) from Kenya. 

The show which is expected to premiere in Ni-
geria on MTV Base (DStv channel 322) on 5 August 
2016 at 6.30pm has Nigerian Chris Kwekowe who is 
the co-founder of Slatecube as one of the panellist.

Slatecube is a service that adequately unravels 
the constraints of e-learning to help solve youth 
unemployment in Nigeria with an aim to link more 
qualified and well-deserving Nigerian students with 
top-notch organisations. Nearly 200 individuals ac-
tively use the Slatecube service to take free courses, 
acquire new knowledge, read new books, and serve 
virtual internships.

A long-standing franchise of MTV international, 
the African iteration of “MTV Base Meets…”  con-
nects opinion formers and thought leaders with 
African youth by creating an intimate forum in 
which young people can ask candid questions about 
issues affecting their lives and futures. 

Bill Gates and his wife, Melinda’s connection with 
Africa stretches back to 1993, during a visit to Tan-
zania. During the trip, the couple began discussing 
how they could use their wealth to give back to the 
world in an impactful way. Bill has subsequently 
been involved in development initiatives across 
Africa, most notably through the  Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation. 

In 2008, Bill Gates stepped down from Microsoft to 
focus on his work as co-chair of the foundation. 
As co-chair, he works with Melinda  to shape and 

approve grant making strategies, advocate for the 
foundation’s issues, and help set the overall direction 
of the organization.

Alex Okosi, Senior Vice President & Managing 
Director, Viacom International Media Networks 
(VIMN) Africa,  praised the ingenuity of African 
youths stating that: ‘African youth are amazingly 
entrepreneurial, creative and committed to contrib-
uting to a positive future for the continent. We are 



Innovative use of Swarovski crystal extols awards

MABEL DIMMA

I
t is all about using crystals in inventive 
ways; so it’s not uncommon to see a lot of 
fashion items these days embellished with 
different types of accessories, but one that 
is eye-catching and breathe taking is usually 

the Swarovski crystals. 
Fashion designers in Nigeria are in love with 

these gem stones as they use it lavishly on their 
products. For instance, Mona Matthews’s Shoes 
uses these crystals in embellishing its  footwear 
and bags, Opeke, the African beauty uses it to 
create lovely designs on her Asake gele, Molbaks 
aso-oke also embellishes her different aso-oke 
designs and products with the gems, as well as 

Cornucopia, makers of exotic jewellery pieces … 
the list is endless.

Swarovski recently named 11 designers as part 
of its’ Swarovski Collection 2017; a 12-month 
programme where they will receive financial aid 
and also incorporate the crystals with their spring 
2017 and fall 2017 collection. One of the 11 design-
ers, Rosie Assoulin was named winner of the 25, 
000 euro Swarovski Collective Prize earmarked 
for developing her collection. This is the second 
edition of the prize, which was awarded last year 
to Peter Pilotto and Christopher De Vos of the 
London label, Peter Pilotto.

The 11 designers include Emilia Wickstead, Faus-
tine Steinmetz, Sadie Williams, Rosie Assoulin, 

The Swarovski Collection which was launched in 
1999 works with designers who utilize the brand’s 
Austrian crystals with their collections. It aims to 
support 150 emerging and established designers, 
urging them to use crystals in inventive ways for 
their catwalk designs.

It is hoped that Swarovski will soon do a review 
and make this Awards a global event, opened up 
for designers around the globe and Nigerian de-
signers will cash in on it because they really have 
some amazing and creative designs made with 
these crystals.

Tome, Creatures of the Wind, Aalto, Anne Sofie 
Madsen, Arthur Arbesser, Vivetta, and Wanda 
Nylon

Nadja Swarovski, a member of the Swarovski 
executive board, said Assoulin’s “Playful yet 
powerful collection’ appeals to both critics and 
consumers”.

Meanwhile the 11 designers will showcase their 
spring 2017 ranges during New York, London, 
Milan and Paris fashion weeks, which begin in 
September.
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It’s time to go inbound this summer

A
s the naira continues to fall from its 
once appreciable and stable height, 
and the price of aviation fuel (Jet-A1) 
keeps soaring, there is no doubt that 
this has considerably affected travel 

budgets due to unprecedented exchange rate and 
exorbitant airfares.

While the development makes overseas trip espe-
cially this summer very expensive, it also points to 
the need to look inwards to what domestic destina-
tions that abound in the country can offer.  It is really 
time to make your travel naira worth a fortune, even 
as the present economic realities in Nigeria moves 
traffic closer to domestic destinations.

This summer, the iconic museums and landmarks 
of Europe and America are, of course, huge draws for 
Nigerians and other Africans planning international 
vacation. But with naira’s worth significantly less 
than the dollar and euro, that trip to Eifel Tower in 
Paris, Trafalgar Square in London or Los Angeles to 
unravel the Hollywood can leave a deep hole in your 
pocket. The diminishing tourists’ buying-power for 
everything over there, from the price of bugger, 
admission to a theatrical concert and to a room in 
one of London’s city hotels will definitely stop you.

As price becomes key issue, you can travel to some 
major Nigerian and other neighbouring African 
destinations offering value for money and with 
favourable exchange rates. For the domestic travel-

ler, you can easily get to your destination, stay, eat 
and enjoy your experiences even on a weak naira!

For those who cannot contain their wanderlust, 
but are watching their wallets, domestic destina-
tion is the answer. Honestly, they are considerably 
good, breathtaking and improved. Also, choosing a 
destination where the naira is strong, considering 
packages where rates are set far in advance and 
exploring unconventional locals can help satisfy 

your wanderlust as well.
Off course, it is cheaper to see petty jealousy and 

fight of male gorillas to maintain their female folks 
or experience the exhilarating canopy walk both at 
Afi Mountain Sanctuary in Cross Rivers State. A ride 
across the Obudu landscape onboard the cable car, 
a bath at Ikogosi Warm Spring, among other beach 
activities on the coastline of Lagos, Calabar, Port 
Harcourt and Warri, are more affordable now that 

the naira is weak than the overseas options.
From N150,000, you can enjoy a weekend trip at 

Obudu Mountain Resort this summer, while that 
money is not enough for return ticket for vacation 
in Europe or America. If your concern is security 
or serenity, Obudu is safe, serene and dotted with 
natural attractions. As well, Tinapa Lakeside Resort, 
Le Meridein Ibom Golf and Resort, near Uyo, are 
perfect holiday options that will leave you asking 
for more on a visit.

If you are in Lagos, forget prejudice against local 
attractions, just leave your comfort zone and see 
things with new eyes. Surely, La Campaigne Tropi-
cana, Akodo Beach Resort, Epe Resort, all along the 
Lekki Free Trade Zone, will enthrall you, especially if 
you are a lover of beach fun. If you have gone before, 
try now because there are improvements that will 
surprise you. From N100,000, your weekend is sure 
a splendid one at these beach resorts. If want some-
thing new, Inagbe Resort,  between Lagos Lagoon 
and the Atlantic Ocean, is fresh and welcoming.

With a partnership arrangement, Ikogosi Warm 
Spring now offers more breathtaking accommoda-
tion option amid its natural thrills. No matter your 
class, the resort welcomes you to a communion with 
nature. With N80,000, you can get a weekend treat, 
though you travel by road.

Abraka Turf, the Ibru Centre in Agbarah-Otor, 
both in Delta State, are places you can truly relax 
and rejuvenate while on holiday.

The good thing is that most of these outfits offer 
packages with advance rates/payment while you 
can always get more information about them by 
visiting their websites.

However, if you want a tailor-made domestic 
holiday packages this summer, you can reach out to 
efficient tour operators in Nigeria such as Remlords 
Tours, Divine Tours, Jemi Alade Tours among other 
to for hassle-free holiday bookings.

As the high exchange rate, exorbitant airfares and rising hotel accommodation bills discourage long-distance 
flyers from spending, OBINNA EMELIKE finds alternative in domestic destinations this summer.



Vardens Farm Resort: 

A marriage of modern farming, leisure

I
magine waking up on a bright Saturday morning by sono-
rous melodies of rare bird species, and opening the windows 
to a natural view and caress by unpolluted and refreshing 
breeze courtesy of Mother Nature, yet walking into a farm-
land as if one is in a corporate office.

 Well, these are not wonderland fantasies. They are realities 
at Vardens Farm Resort in Epe, Lagos.

The first of its kind in Nigeria, Vardens Farm Resort is set on 
over 100 acres of land offering 40-50 farms on the hill in Epe. 
It is coming on the heels of the successful Phase 1 farm project 
that offered 70 acres of land and 15 big farms, which sold out in 
12 months.

 Besides being bigger, Vardens Farms Resort is more innovative, 
indulging and simply out of this world. The project, promoted 
by Beyond Building Investment Limited, a diverse commercial 
real estate investment company, is offering many Nigerians, 
especially the middle class, the opportunity to go into agriculture 
at their convenience and different levels of involvement.

The convenience is that the resort offers commercial farm 
houses that are equipped with luxury facilities; just same as the 
fittings in their owners’ homes-living rooms with cozy lounges, 
luxury bedrooms, functional kitchen, children playground 
among others that readily change the mindset of farming as 
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But how does the scheme works? First, get in touch with 
Beyond Building either in their Lekki Phase 1 office or on their 
website, express interest in the project, get consultation on what 
you can do or farm, and then acquire the land. On acquisition 
of the land, you are a subscriber and have the right to lease out 
your farm to those who can farm on it and get paid in money 
or in sharing the profit from the sales of farm produce. You can 
also lease your farm house to farmers or farm managers who 
need to stay overnight to supervise or finish their work. But 
beyond that, you can farm on your own or come around to rest 
on weekends after a stressful week.

 “We run free consultation on whatever people want to farm, 

plant, when is it going to be ready, plan on when to stay at the 
farm house and relax”, Howells says.

Clearing the air on affordability of land at the farm resort, 
Howells says: “We are selling in acres, we want people who do 
not have so much money to come. So, we created an installment 
payment plan with a micro finance bank. If you want to buy 
like a plot or more, they can help you spread the amount to as 
much as 11 months and at the end of each month you go and 
pay at the micro finance bank. But the moment you make your 
initial deposit, we allocate the farm for you, even while you are 
still paying your monthly micro finance installment you are 
already farming. The farm is in Epe because it is where Lagos 
State government approved for farming and also the soil test 
shows that 70-77 percent of everything that grows in Nigeria 
can grow in Epe”.

However, the real estate company is also hoping to boost em-
ployment with the project. While the Phase 1 employed close 
to 97 people, the phase 2 is going to employment more due to its 
size and unique offering.

Presently, there are 12 farms under construction at the farm 
resort with people clearing, harrowing, technical drawings 
among other activities.

Hopefully, before the end of the year, one of our farmers 
will open one of the biggest fish farms in West Africa that will 
produce 4,500 tons of fish.  In six months to one year, we should 
be able to say the we have a farm that produces this amount 
of tonnage of seedless watermelon, green pepper or tomatoes, 
Howells assures.

 

prerogative of the lower class or unprofitable venture.
Yet, it focuses on mechanizing farming and offering good re-

turns on the investments of the subscribers who against popular 
advice, ventured into farming as business.

Before explaining the rationale behind the innovative marriage 
of modern farming and leisure, Olanrewaju Howells, manag-
ing director, Beyond Building Investment Limited, promoters 
of the resort, says: “We need to create orientation on the fact 
that mechanized farming is the only way forward. However, 
mechanized farming cannot be funded by the people who are 
still farming now. It can easily be funded by the middle or the 
average class. So, for us the idea is if you want the middle class to 
go into farming, you need to create the kind of comfort they are 
used to, you need to create the motivations that will make them 
have reasons to leave their house and go to the farm”.

On discovering that mechanized farming is the way forward 
and that the middle class can comfortable boost farming if the 
comfort they are used to are provided, Howells says these in-
formed the setting up of Vardens Farm Resort.

“It is on the hill. The idea is that we are building farm houses, 
which is going o be the first in Nigeria. There are no commercial 
houses anywhere in Nigeria; we only have private farm houses 
in the country. We decided to build farm house on top of the hill 
where you will have almost all the amenities the middle class 
will have in their homes; the pool, the lawn tennis among others. 
A man can wake up and say we are spending this weekend in 
a farm house and the children will say yes because apart from 
going to see a lot of things, they have a place to play around, they 
still have the same fun they will have at home. For the wives, it 
becomes motivating because this farm house comes with kitch-
en, it is like a home away from home, yet you are in the farm”.

and develop a business proposal for them. Some are doing fish, 
vegetable, tomatoes, watermelon, pepper, cucumber among 
others. Today, we have a lot of our farmers that supply to shop 
chains and hotels”.

On the deference between Vardens’ mechanized farm produce 
and the others paraded at Mile 12 Food Market, Howells says: 
“Besides having a laboratory to checkmate disease outbreak, our 
farm produce pass through a lot of health-conscious processes in 
their growth. The quality is high, we maintain standards in sell-
ing them, and kilogram is usually the standard of measurement 
unlike the open market.  So, none of our farmers cheat you. You 
get the exact value of what you are paying for”.

For the comfort and convenience of the middle class and other 
subscribers, Howells says: “Our idea is to create a place that is 45 
minutes drive from Lekki such as Epe for easy access and also 
comfort for the farm owners. With mechanized farming, the 
owners are not required to be at the farm everyday, they can use 
CCTV to monitor progress on the farm even from the comfort 
of their homes or offices.  Farm owners do not need to do their 
own boreholes or independent power because the facilities and 
incentives are provided. It is like living in a serviced apartment. 
It is like having a farm that is “serviced”. All you need is what to 



 On Your DSTV This Week 

PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Aylesworth was born in Evanston, 
Illinois, and is of Dutch, Welsh, 
and Japanese ancestry, although 
Aylesworth is an Anglo-Saxon 
name. After joining her family 
in Seattle, Aylesworth attended 
the University of Washington 
and studied neuroscience. While 
attending the University of Wash-
ington, Aylesworth participated in 
several local theatre productions 
including Invisible Friends at the 
Seattle Children’s Theatre and 
the Intiman Theatre Company’s 
production of Peter Pan where she 
played Wendy. 

Aylesworth’s performance 
in Peter Pan brought her to the 
attention of talent scouts at ABC, 
leading to the beginning of her 

BEHIND CAMERA PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Emmerich was born in 
Stuttgart, West Germany, 
and grew up in the nearby 
town of Sindelfingen. As a 
youth, he traveled exten-
sively throughout Europe 
and North America on 
vacations financed by his 
father, Hans, the wealthy 
founder of a garden 
machinery production 
company. In 1977, he be-
gan attending University 
of Television and Film 
Munich with the intention of studying 
to become a production designer. After 
watching Star Wars, he instead decided 
to enroll in the school’s film director 
program.  In 1985, he founded Centropolis 
Film Productions (now Centropolis En-
tertainment) in partnership with his sister, 

Reiko Aylesworth Roland Emmerich

BD

HEARTBEAT
Based on the real life of Dr. Kathy 
Magliato, “Heartbeat” focuses on 

outspoken and high-achieving 
heart-transplant surgeon Dr. Alex 

Panttiere, who is a beautiful woman 
in a field dominated by men.

July 25 2016 
15:00

The Catch
This thriller from the minds of 

Shonda Rhimes and Betsy Beers fea-
tures Mirelle Enos as Alice Vaughan, 
a strong and successful private inves-
tigator. Things take a turn when Alice 
is expertly conned by her fiance, who 

disappears with millions.

July 24 2016 
21:20 

A Most Violent Year
In 1981 New York, a fuel supplier 

(Oscar Isaac) tries to adhere to his 
own moral compass amid the 

rampant violence, corruption and 
decay that threaten his family and 

his business.
July 26 2016 

20:00

Teacher of the Year 
After winning the California teacher 
of the year award, Mitch receives a 
tempting offer that may force him 

from his job.
July 27 2016 

10:10 

THE PELICAN BRIEF
Taut thriller about a young law 

student whose legal brief about the 
assassination of two Supreme Court 
justices causes her to be targeted by 

killers. She realizes just how accurate 
her accusations have been when her 

lover and mentor is murdered.
July 25 2016 

11:25 

A Dark Reflection
A journalist digs deep into the world 

of aviation and discovers some 
uncomfortable truths (serious risks 

to passengers for decades). The con-
spiracy trail dating back to 1954; but 

why is no one saying anything?
July 25 2016 

11:25 

Olympus Has Fallen
The unthinkable happens when 

heavily armed and highly trained ter-
rorists launch a bold daytime attack 

on the White House. The building 
is overrun, and President Benjamin 
Asher (Aaron Eckhart) and his staff 

are taken hostage.
July 27 2016 

19:00

The Italian Job
After a heist in Venice, Steve (Edward 

Norton) turns on his partners in 
crime, killing safecracker John 

Bridger (Donald Sutherland) and 
keeping all the gold for himself. The 

rest of the team, including leader 
Charlie Croker (Mark Wahlberg), 

driver Handsome Rob (Jason 
Statham), explosives man Left Ear 

(Mos Def) and tech geek Lyle (Seth 
Green), vows revenge. 

July 25 2016 
25:35 

Channel 110 Movies Action Channel 101 Channel 105 Movies Family MNET Movies Action 106

MISSING IN ACTION 2: THE 
BEGINNING

Ten years after being captured by 
sadistic Vietnamese Col. Yin (Soon-
Teck Oh) in 1972, Col. James Brad-
dock (Chuck Norris) and his men 

are still prisoners deep in the jungle. 
Resigned to being abandoned by 

his government, Capt. David Nester 
(Steven Williams) has become Yin’s 

henchman, while the rest of the 
soldiers remain strong.

July 26 2016 
23:50 

 Face/Off
Obsessed with bringing terrorist 
Castor Troy to justice, FBI agent 

Sean Archer tracks down Troy, who 
has boarded a plane in Los Angeles. 

After the plane crashes and Troy 
is severely injured, possibly dead, 

Archer undergoes surgery to remove 
his face and replace it with Troy’s.

July 28 2016 
16:40 

Reasonable Doubt
A prosecutor (Dominic Cooper) 

commits a fatal hit-and-run, then 
manipulates the case so that the 

man who was arrested for the 
crime is acquitted. After the trial, he 
discovers that his actions have freed 

a guilty man.
July 30 2016 

2:45 

The Fifth Estate
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange 

(Benedict Cumberbatch) and a 
colleague, Daniel Domscheit-Berg 

(Daniel Brühl), join forces to be-
come watchdogs over actions of the 

privileged and powerful. 
July 30 2016 

PASSIONADA
Celia Amonte (Sofia Milos) is a 

lonely widow and single mother with 
a rambunctious teen daughter, Vicky 
(Emmy Rossum). Her circumstances 
may change, thanks to the arrival of a 
sleek British gambler named Charlie 

Beck (Jason Isaacs). 
July 27 2016 

1:35 

The Way, Way Back
Duncan (Liam James) is an awkward 

teen who must spend the summer 
at a beach house with his mother 

(Toni Collette), her boyfriend, Trent 
(Steve Carell), and Trent’s obnoxious 

daughter.
July 30 2016 

13:55 

Dennis the Menace
Mischievous Dennis Mitchell (Ma-

son Gamble) makes the life of neigh-
bor George Wilson (Walter Matthau) 
miserable with his overactive energy 

and inadvertent troublemaking.
July 26 2016 

18:45 

Save the Last Dance
Sara (Julia Stiles) is moved from a 

small Midwestern town to the south 
side of Chicago when her mother 
dies in a car accident, and must 

live with her father. She soon falls 
for an African American teenager 
(Sean Patrick Thomas) at her new 

high school and he has less than an 
idyllic past.
July 27 2016 

13:35 

SCREAM QUEENS
Exactly two decades after Wallace 

University was rocked by a mysterious 
death, another murder takes place -- and 
all hell breaks loose. As the investigation 
progresses, casualties start to pile up and 

anyone could be the next victim. 
July 28 2016 

22:30  

Cougar Town
A divorced mother must face the harsh 
realities of dating and aging in a youth- 
and beauty-obsessed culture. Having 
spent her 20s tackling the responsi-

bilities of marriage and motherhood, 
she finds that her 40s are a journey of 

self-discovery amid friends, family and 
an ex-husband.

July 24 2016 
17:55 

Castle
Bored with his success, celebrated 

mystery novelist Rick Castle teams with 
NYPD Detective Kate Beckett to solve the 

case of a copycat killer who re-creates 
murder scenes from Rick’s novels. While 
solving the case, the two realize that their 
unorthodox partnership has its benefits 

and decide to continue working together.
May 29 2016 

9:35 

The Simpsons
American sitcom

This long-running animated comedy 
focuses on the eponymous family in the 
town of Springfield in an unnamed U.S. 
state. The head of the Simpson family, 

Homer, is not a typical family man.
July 24 2016 

4:25
Grey’s Anatomy

The medical drama series focuses on a 
group of doctors at a hospital in Seattle, 

including several who began their 
careers at the facility as interns.

July 24 2016

REIGN
Queen of Scotland Mary Stuart trav-

els to France with four ladies-in-wait-
ing to secure her politically strategic 
engagement to the king’s son, Prince 

Francis. Mary and Francis share a 
mutual attraction, even though he 

has reservations about the wisdom of 
an alliance with Scotland. 

July 25 2016 
3:10 

Ray Donovan
Ray Donovan is a “fixer” for Hol-
lywood’s elite. He is the go-to guy 
that the city’s celebrities, athletes 
and business moguls call to make 

their problems disappear. It’s a much 
more lucrative job than his previous 

work as a ruthless South Boston thug.
July 24 2016 

1:00

Hannibal
Gifted criminal profiler Will Graham 
has a unique way of thinking that al-
lows him to empathize with anyone, 

including psychopaths. But while 
helping the FBI pursue a particularly 
complicated serial killer, he decides 
he could use some help and enlists 
the brilliant psychiatrist Hannibal 

Lecter.
July 24 2016 

23:00 

Californication
David Duchovny returns to series 
television in this adult sitcom as 

Hank Moody, an alcoholic, woman-
izing novelist struggling to help raise 

his precocious daughter, Becca, while 
still yearning for his sophisticated 

ex, Karen. 
July 24 2016 

20:40 
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With 

Nathaniel Akhigbe

was written out of One Life to Live, she appeared in the 
independent film Childhood’s End and the final episode of 
the HBO series Lifestories: Families in Crisis. During this 
time Aylesworth also appeared in at least three Off Broad-
way productions.

Following a guest appearance on Law & Order and 
a supporting role in the miniseries A Will of Their Own, 
Aylesworth had minor appearances in the movies Random 
Hearts and You’ve Got Mail followed by a guest star role 
in the CBS series Now and Again. Soon after NBC cast 
Aylesworth as Becca Coltrane in the pilot for the series 
Sherman’s March, however, it was not picked up and aired 
as a standalone television movie.

Following the cancellation of The American Embassy, 
Aylesworth auditioned for the part of Nina Myers on Fox 
Network’s 24 but the role went to Sarah Clarke. When 
casting began for 24’s second season, Aylesworth again 
auditioned, this time for the part of Kate Warner, but the 
role went to Sarah Wynter. However, the producers were 
impressed with her and asked her to join the cast for a ten 
episode recurring role as Michelle Dessler, a CTU agent. 
Despite being credited as a guest star for the entire season, 
she appeared in all 24 episodes.  

producer Ute Emmerich, and directed his 
major film debut, a fantasy feature named 
Joey. He subsequently directed the 1987 
comedy Hollywood-Monster and the 1990 
science-fiction film Moon 44. 
Taking a short break from science-fiction, 
Emmerich next directed the American 
Revolutionary War epic The Patriot (2000). 
One of only four films (Universal Soldier, 
Anonymous and White House Down being 
the others) Emmerich has directed in which 
he did not contribute to the screenplay, the 
film received generally favorable critical 
and commercial response, and is Em-

merich’s best-reviewed film to date. After teaming up with new 
screenwriting partner Harald Kloser, Emmerich returned once 
again to directing a visual effects-laden adventure with 2004’s 
blockbuster The Day After Tomorrow, another disaster film 
about a rapidly oncoming Ice Age brought upon by the effects 
of global warming. Soon afterward, he founded Reelmachine, 
another film production company based in Germany. 

television and film career 
as Rebecca Lewis on the 
soap opera One Life to 
Live. After her character 



TV DRAMA FILMS PERSONALITY

THE LEGEND OF TARZAN 
Tarzan, having acclimated to 

life in London, is called back to 
his former home in the jungle 
to investigate the activities at a 

mining encampment. 
Fri to Thurs: 4:15PM, 6:25PM

Independence Day: Resurgence 
Two decades after the first 

Independence Day invasion, 
Earth is faced with a new extra-
Solar threat. But will mankind’s 
new space defenses be enough? 

Fri to Thurs: 6:15PM

Central Intelligence 
After he reunites with an old 

pal through Facebook, a mild-
mannered accountant is lured 
into the world of international 

espionage. 

Fri to Sun: 2:00PM, 8:30PM
Mon to Thurs: 2:00PM

London Has Fallen
After the death of the British 
prime minister, the world’s 

most powerful leaders gather 
in London to pay their respects. 

Without warning, terrorists 
unleash a devastating attack 

that leaves the city in chaos and 
ruins.

Fri to Thurs: 6:20PM

Now Showing @ the Apapa  FilmHouse Cinema THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

COMING SOON MOVIE REVIEW
 Synopsis:
Arthur Bishop thought he had put 
his murderous past behind him 
when his most formidable foe 
kidnaps the love of his life. Now 
he is forced to travel the globe 
to complete three impossible 
assassinations, and do what he 
does best, make them look like 
accidents. 
Initial release: August 2016 (Bel-
gium)

Yet another faith-based 
indie that upended the 
expectations of box of-
fice prognosticators 
by scoring a bounti-
ful opening-weekend 
gross, “War Room” is by 
far the most slickly pro-
duced and insistently 
evangelical movie yet 
from the sibling team of Alex and 
Stephen Kendrick. 
It’s easy to laugh at the arrant 
contrivances and heavy-handed 
dialogue in the script penned by 
Alex and Stephen Kendrick. But 
it’s even easier to admire the per-
suasive sincerity and emotional 
potency of the lead performances 
by Shirer and Stallings, who do 
not transcend their material so 
much as, imbue it with conviction. 
As a director, Alex Kendrick still 
has much to learn about pacing 
— “War Room” could be nearly a 

Mechanic: Resurrection

 Mr. Meacham 
(Robert Redford), 
a  woodcar ver, 
d e l i g ht s  l o ca l 
c h i l d re n  w i t h 
stories of a mys-
terious dragon 
that lives deep 
in the woods of 
the Pacific North-
west. His daugh-
ter Grace (Bryce 
Dallas Howard) 
believes these are 
just tall tales, un-
til she meets Pete 
(Oakes Fegley), a 
10-year-old or-
phan who...
Initial release: 
August 12, 2016 
(USA)

Pete’s Dragon War Room

ICE AGE: COLLISION COURSE 
Scrat’s epic pursuit of the elusive acorn 
catapults him into the universe where 

he accidentally sets off a series of cosmic 
events that transform and threaten the 

Ice Age World.

Fri to Thurs: 12:10PM, 2:10PM  
THE CEO 

The CEO” is a mystery-thriller surround-
ing five top executives from across Africa 
who are dispatched on a 1-week leader-
ship retreat by a multinational telecom-
munications firm, to determine which 
one to appoint as the firm’s new CEO. 

Fri to Thurs: 12:00PM, 2:00PM, 4:00PM, 
6:00PM, 8:00PM

GHOSTBUSTERS 
Paranormal researcher Abby Yates 

(Melissa McCarthy) and physicist Erin 
Gilbert are trying to prove that ghosts 
exist in modern society. When strange 

apparitions appear in Manhattan, 
Gilbert and Yates turn to engineer Jillian 

Holtzmann for help

Fri to Sun: 2:00PM, 4:05PM, 8:30PM 
Mon to Thurs: 4:05PM, 8:30PM

FINDING DORY 
The friendly-but-forgetful blue tang fish 
begins a search for her long-lost parents, 
and everyone learns a few things about 

the real meaning of family along the 
way. 

Fri to Thurs: 12:00PM

half-hour shorter after judicious trimming of 
repetitive or unnecessary scenes — but there can 
be no gainsaying his ability to bring sufficient 
power and credibility to key scenes involving 
expressions of faith and supplications to God.
The production values indicate that the Kend-
rick brothers continue to raise larger budgets 
from project to project, and, more important, 
they know how to spend their money wisely. 
The soundtrack showcases apt contributions 
by various Christian recording artists — most 
notably, Stephen Curtis Chapman’s “Warrior,” 
the kind of closing-credits theme guaranteed 
to give audiences a satisfying rush as they leave 
the theater or turn off their TV. 
Reviewer: Joe Leydon 

 Synopsis: 
Intelligence of-
ficer Amanda 
Waller (Viola Da-
vis) assembles a 
team of danger-
ous, incarcerat-
ed supervillains 
(Will Smith, Mar-
got Robbie) for a 
covert mission.
Initial release: 

Suicide Squad
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Paranormal researcher 
Abby Yates (Melissa Mc-
Carthy) and physicist Erin 
Gilbert are trying to prove 
that ghosts exist in mod-
ern society. When strange 
apparitions appear in 
Manhattan, Gilbert and 
Yates turn to engineer Jil-
lian Holtzmann for help. 
Initial release: July 14, 
2016 (Brazil)
Director: Paul Feig
Stars: Melissa McCar-

GHOSTBUSTERS

Synopsis:
Stranded on a 
hostile planet, 
Capt. Kirk 
(Chris Pine), 
Spock (Zach-
ary Quinto) and 
the rest of the 
Enterprise crew 
face an alien 

STAR TREK BEYOND

Synopsis:
Mike and Dave Stangle 
are young, adventurous, 
fun-loving brothers who 
tend to get out of control 
at family gatherings. 
When their sister Jeanie 
reveals her Hawaiian 
wedding plans, the rest 
of the clan insists that 
they both bring respect-
able dates. 
Initial release: July 8, 
2016 (USA)
Director: Jake Szymanski

MIKE AND DAVE NEED WEDDING DATES

thy, Kristen Wiig, Kate 
McKinnon

Director: Dennis Gansel
Jason Statham, Jessica Alba, 
Michelle Yeoh 

THE INFILTRATOR

Nollywood actor, 
Tony Frederick, 
says some actress-
es have divided 
the Nigeria movie 
industry into two 
factions.
Frederick stated 
that while one fac-
tion was for acting, 
the other was for 
prostituting.
Speaking with Van-
guard, the ‘License 
to Kill’ lead actor 
added that there 

Acting and prostituting are the two fac-
tions of nollywood, says tony frederick

threat.
Initial release: 
July 21, 2016 
(Germany)
Director: Justin 
Lin
Stars: Chris Pine, 
Zachary Quinto, 
Karl Urban

August 4, 2016 
(Brazil)
Director: David 
Ayer
Stars : Margot 

Synopsis:
In 1986, federal 
agent Robert Mazur 
(Bryan Cranston) 
goes undercover 
to infiltrate the 
trafficking network 
of Colombian drug 
kingpin Pablo Esco-
bar. Working with 
fellow agents Kathy 
Ertz (Diane Kruger) 

THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

Stars: Zac Efron, Adam 
Devine, Anna Kendrick

Director: David Lowery
Stars: Bryce Dallas Howard, Karl 
Urban, Robert Redford

are some actresses who are not too different from prostitutes.
He said, “It will be ridiculous for one to ordinarily say there are 
prostitutes in Nollywood because I don’t call those prostitutes 
actresses, they are simply prostitutes, sex traders who have 
infiltrated the industry and made it look like it’s a prerequisite 
for becoming an actress.
“They have divided Nollywood into two parts: Acting and 
Prostituting.’
They hide under the guise of acting to prostitute, meanwhile, 
in the main sense of it, they are just prostitutes.
“Prostitution is an industry on its own. I remember someone 
telling me that they’ve got registration; anyways, it’s easy to 
discern that this or that lady doesn’t have it at all as regards 
creativity in front of the camera, you know, apart from the 
good looks and their general craze with public show of nudity.
“But of course, by their fruits, they shall be known. It’s pretty 
easy to discern them. We call them gate crashers.
“It’s pathetic, but I know a lot of decent actresses who are doing 
very well,” he added. 

and Emir Abreu 
(John Leguizamo), 
Mazur poses as a 
slick, money-laun-
dering businessman 
named Bob Mu…
Initial release: July 
13, 2016 (USA)
Director: Brad Fur-
man
Stars: Bryan Crans-
ton, John Leguizamo, 
Diane Kruger
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World Record Breaker DJ OBI plans global takeover

The DJ OBI brand:
“The DJ OBI is a global DJ brand. I’m a very 

diverse DJ when it comes to my music. When 
I’m playing, I relate it to taking a musical journey 
around the world, because it’s not just one name 
or genre of music, you can expect to hear different 
things. So there’s a lot of diversity in my mix and 
blending. With the world record attempt, we’ve 
been able to achieve our goal of taking it to global 
status.”

“I’ve been doing this for 10 years. So I started on 
5 December, 2005.”

Guinness Book of Records:
Expressing how he feels, knowing his name will 

be in the next Guinness Book of Record, he said:
“It’s an amazing feeling. It’s something great, It’s 

a legacy that I have somehow been able to pull off 
so I’ll be able to talk to my kids with some level of 
confidence about why they should be successful 
because their dad tried something outrageous 
like this.”

What inspired the competition?
“For a while the hash tag #GlobalDJ has been 

trending on our Instagram handle and this year we 
really wanted to take the DJ OBI brand to the next 
level, so we considered lot of things. The planning 
started last year. When my manager and I attended 
the PR conference, the head of Channel O at that 
time was speaking and she mentioned a South 
African DJ had done four days straight DJ-ing and 
made it into the Guinness Book Of Records, that 
sparked the idea.

Right there we started researching and found out 
that he hadn’t done it yet. So we went ahead to 
apply on the Guinness world record website. The 
first application got declined because we applied 
for Africa and they don’t do regions or cities, it has 
to be a world record.

We then re-applied to do the world record, and 
did further research on who has the current re-
cord. It turned out to be DJ Norbert Selmaj, who 
broke the record in Dublin, after doing 8 days; and 
that’s how we came up with the 10 days breaker. It 
was also to mark 10 years as a DJ.

Awake for 240 hours, how did he pull it off?
“I cannot explain it, I obviously can’t. I ask myself 

now how I pulled it off, but team work honestly 
did it. The support and the love from people that 
showed up kept me going. I didn’t expect the turn 
out to be so great. Since breaking the record, I’ve 
seen videos of outside being ridiculously parked 
and all other things I wasn’t able to see because I 
was inside all through.

Also passion for DJ-ing and the music kept me 

On that very cool afternoon, the man who is celebrated across the globe for breaking Guinness Book of Record’s 
Longest Marathon DJ Set, DJ OBI walked into SAO Cafe, looking fresh and stylish in his all buttoned white shirt 
and black pants. He might have lost some weight but his beards still looked amazing. The handsome DJ from 
Imo state, Owerri, blew away the competition with an astounding 240-hour, 10-day back-to-back musical party. 
In fact he beat the existing record, held by Poland’s Norbert Selmaj, solid 40 hours. After which, he celebrated 
his victory with Drake’s Legend. While having a chat with us at therealgist.com, he shared about his brand and 
his experience during the 10 day process.

for X amount of time and still trying to be myself. 
I couldn’t recognize faces. I didn’t know where I 
was. At some point it was only my sister I wanted 
to talk to. I couldn’t eat very much, did mostly flu-
ids. I had doctors check me every now and then, 
someone to massage my feet and that was it really. 
I have my doctor calling me back for check-ups but 
I feel fine. I can eat and sleep again.”

On the next big thing:
“It’s to take over, The Global Takeover. We are 

trying to put Nigerian music on the map. Take the 
DJ OBI brand to the next level, like we planned 
to. This has given us the platform that we need 
to knock on certain doors, sit down with certain 
people to have conversations around booking DJ 
OBI for major events across the globe. Just the 
way Dbanj and Wizkid are doing their thing with 
Nigerian music, this is the DJ angle on how we can 
contribute to the global takeover.”

Will we wait for another 10 years to top this, or 
celebrate?

“No no no.”

A message to his Fans:
“I will really like to thank every single person 

who came out to support me. There is really no 
way I can go round to thank them personally, but 
when they read this, I just want them to know that 
I really appreciate everything they did. Coming by 
to keep the energy up, chanting, dancing; the love 
was immerse. Also major shout out to the team 
again, sponsors and everyone that believed in me 

going; I was able to discover my music library, go 
through every single song and finding something 
new was exciting.

Finally we prayed about this in the beginning, so 
it’s definitely not by my might or power. It’s not me 
and that’s why I give all the thanks to God for keep-
ing me alive to be able to do something like this.

Shout out to the entire team because they were 
with me for the 10 days, cheering me on and push-
ing me even when I wanted to give up many times. 
Despite the fact I had 20 minutes after every four 
hours or an hour after every 12 hours, the love, 
support and prayers kept me going. The showers 
helped a lot, because every time I took one, it made 
me feel refreshed making me feel like I was going 
into something new; the disco naps helped also.”

Did any health or mental challenge emerge dur-
ing or after the period?

“Very many episodes; after the third day it was 
very difficult to start off the morning. I’m not a 
morning person generally so imagine being awake 
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Kerosene going beyond reach as 
inflation bites harder

K
erosene, which is 
commonly acces-
sible to rural and 
urban women in 
Nigeria, is going 

beyond the reach of the com-
mon man, thereby increasing 
inflationary trends in the 
country.

Most families in Aba, the 
commercial hub of Abia State, 
have resorted to the use char-
coal for cooking, an alterna-
tive to kerosene, which they 
said is now beyond the reach 
of the common man.

The price of the product, 
which dropped minimally 
to N97 per litre, few months 
ago in most filling stations, 
has gone up again to N220 per 
litre, a development residents 
observed, portends  serious 
danger for the people, as it 
would promote product adul-
teration.

They noted that the same 
situation in 2015, resulted to 
fire outbreaks, leading to loss 
of lives and property.

 Rosemary Onwuka, a sin-
gle lady, who lives with her 
elder brother at Ogbor Hill 
area of the city, decried the 
development and described 
it as unfortunate.

According to her, kerosene 
now takes a large piece of our 
house upkeep and urged the 
Federal Government to ad-
dress the situation fast. 

“In the past, I could use 
N150 to purchase three litres 
of kerosene and still have 
some money left for other 
things, but that has changed, 
as I now spend money meant 
for other things for kerosene,” 
she said.

Oge Ezeugo, told BDSUN-
DAY that she now uses fire-
wood or charcoal as she could 
no longer afford kerosene 
with her meager salary.

In her words, “I have so 
many needs contending for 
my salary and so, I would not 
expend it only on one item.”

She urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to ensure that the 
product is available at the offi-
cial price of N50. Ezeugo is not 
alone in this; so many other 
residents have since started 
using firewood for cooking.

Happiness Uzoechi, an IT 
instructor, affirmed that she 
had since changed to firewood 
for her cooking since the price 
of kerosene soared.

Mercy Kalu, a public ser-
vant, also stated that she has 
already resorted to charcoal 
and firewood, as alternatives, 
stressing that she can no lon-

ger afford kerosene with her 
meager salary of N20,000 per 
month.

Ngozi Ifeakor, a trader, de-
scribed the development as 
incredible and wondered 
why a product like kerosene, 
should be overpriced.

She urged the Federal Gov-
ernment not to remove sub-

sidy on kerosene, if it has the 
welfare of the people at heart.

According to her, subsidy 
on kerosene is the only thing 
the masses of this country 
are benefiting from govern-
ment.

Most respondents that 
spoke with our correspondent 
in Aba, decried the situation 

SundayBusiness

and wondered why kerosene 
should go beyond N50 per 
litre, despite the fact that Nige-
ria is an oil producing country.

Rice, which has become 
a staple food in most homes, 
has gone beyond the reach of 
most families. A 50kg bag of 
rice, which sold for N10,000 
to N12,000, depending on the 
brand, in December 2015, has 
gone up to N16, 000, conse-
quently, half paint (4 litres 
gallon) of rice, is now N800 
from the previous price of 
N450 to N500.

Other condiments, like tin 
tomatoes and vegetable oil 
have also gone up. Pastry 
items are not also left out.

Okey Ekeocha, a rice dealer 
at Market Road, Aba, attrib-
uted the high cost of rice to the 
ban on the importation of the 
commodity. He urged the Fed-
eral Government to remove 
ban on rice importation, until 
when the country becomes 
sufficient in rice production.

According to him, people 
are suffering. Rice is the most 
common food in most homes 
now. It has become an alter-
native to Gari and other food 
items in the country.       

Master bakers in Aba re-
cently scaled down produc-
tion to press for upward re-
view of prices of bread.

U
nless the Nigerian 
government radi-
cally innovate regu-
latory frameworks 

by ensuring that regulations 
are responsive to changes in 
the economic, social and tech-
nical conditions surrounding 
them and take into account 
linkages between regulation 
and innovation, growth will 
continue to be the casualty 
of weak oversight.

This is because disrup-
tive innovations required to 
generate growth in a world 
where technology is causing 
untold disruptions and ren-
dering obsolete, rules once 
held as sacrosanct as dogma, 
is usually stifled when stern 
regulations are applied to 
undeveloped markets.

Efosa Ojomo, senior re-
searcher, Forum for Growth 
and Innovation, shared this 

view in his address at the 
2016 edition of BusinessDay 
CEO Forum that held at Eko 
Hotels and Suites, Victoria 
Island, Lagos recently, with 
the theme ‘Innovation and 
the CEO’s Dilemma: How we 
can create economic growth’.

Comparing the United 
States model where regula-
tions follow developed mar-
kets and act as powerful stim-
ulus to further innovation, 
as exemplified in the case of 
Ford T model vehicle where 
the need to enlarge markets 
and achieve growth neces-
sitated regulation, he said 
that Nigeria has a case of firm 
regulations before developed 
markets getting in the way of 
innovation.

 “This is why regulations 
continue to fail in Nigeria, 
because you have regulators 
who don’t even have a devel-
oped market to regulate. Ni-
gerian Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (NERC) is trying 
to improve capacity where 

Nigeria’s critical sectors at risk from poor regulation - expert
there is no power,” he said.  

Analysts have long called 
for streamlining regulation 
of the upstream sector of the 
Nigerian oil and gas sector 
where the Department of 
Petroleum Resources, Fed-
eral and state ministries of 
environment, commerce,  
the Nigerian Nuclear Regula-
tory Authority (NNRA) and 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) and Ni-
gerian Maritime Agency 
all pose as regulators giving 
conflicting rules and stifling 
the sector.

In 2013 a protracted dis-
pute over statutory charges 
and levies led NIMASA to 
block the Bonny River chan-
nel and detain the vessels 
belonging to Nigerian LNG 
(NLNG) Company leading to 
a loss of $525 million to NLNG 
as a result of blockade of ship-
ment of LNG from its export 
terminal.

Experts say that Nigeria’s 
banking, aviation, health, 

transport, education con-
struction sectors require bet-
ter regulation as highly regu-
lated areas rarely achieve 
growth.

“Heavily regulated fields 
like transportation, health 
care, and energy have been 
much slower to progress,” 
said Peter Thiel, president of 
Clarium Capital, a hedge fund 
management firm.

Ojomo said there are two 
types of disruptive innova-
tions: low-end disruptive 
innovation and new-mar-
ket disruptive innovation. 
Market disruptive innova-
tions, which are targeted 
at non-consumption, a cir-
cumstance where a major-
ity of people in a society are 
unable to afford a particular 
product due to cost, time, or 
skill constraints has become 
the major driver of economic 
sustainability.

“These innovations trans-
form the existing complicated 
and expensive products to 

simple use, more affordable 
products, thereby making 
them more accessible to a 
larger set of people in society, 
such as M-PESA, the mobile 
money platform in Kenya.”

Along with poor infra-
structure, the difficulty of 
doing business, and the very 
low incomes on the conti-
nent, Ojomo stated that poor 
regulation makes it easy to 
discount the possibility of 
executing disruptive innova-
tions in Africa.

“But when these obstacles 
are framed as opportunities, 
innovators can build truly 
disruptive companies,”

He cited the examples 
of Indomie Noodles and 
Hypo as brands that have 
achieved significant prog-
ress regardless of obstacles. 
He counseled the private 
sector leaders to prioritise 
patient capital, focus on non-
consumers rather than the 
elite and build human capital 
to improve capabilities.

ISAAC ANYAOGU

…product now N220 per litre, prices of rice, other food items rising

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba

Sunday 24 July 2016 SUNDAYBD 25



L-R: RES-Q digital ltd team- Lekan Abioye, chairman, group managing director: 
Jumoke Omoniyi, Lead Strategist: Wale Ogunjobi, digital expert: digital 
advertising, Dapo Ladipo, business head.

IITA picks FUNAAB as incubation centre 
for agric-based youth empowerment 

A
s part of efforts 
to fight hun-
g e r,  p o ve r t y 
and unemploy-
m e n t  a m o n g 

youths in Nigeria, especially 
in Southwest, the Interna-
tional Institute of Tropical 
Agriculture (IITA) has picked 
the Federal University of 
Agriculture, Abeokuta as 
incubation centre for youth 
empowerment in six South-
west states. 

The choice of FUNAAB 
for the sustainable agric-
based youths empowerment 
centred on Agriculture and 
Agribusiness, which is be-
ing financed by the African 
Development Bank (AfDB), 
was disclosed in Abeokuta 
by the team of experts from 
IITA who paid a working visit 
to FUNAAB Campus during 
the week.

The agric-based youths’ 
empowerment programme, 
which will be majorly fi-
nanced by African Develop-
ment Bank (AfDB), according 
to the statement obtained by 

BDSUNDAY, is aimed at em-
powering millions of youth 
agripreneurs in 30 African 
countries with about $50,000 
to $100,000 per agribusiness 
and agripreneurs. 

Speaking on the IITA-AfDB 

empowerment programme 
tagged, ‘Empowering Novel 
Agri-Business Led Empow-
erment (ENABLE)’, Zoumana 
Bamba, representative of 
Director-General of the pro-
gramme, noted that ENABLE, 

is being undertaken by both 
IITA and AfDB to create agric-
based jobs and ensuring gen-
der balance with five years 
project duration.

Bamba, who led other 
team of ENABLE to Abeo-
kuta to seek partnership 
with FUNAAB on training 
and empowerment of Af-
rican youths on agricilture 
and agribusiness, disclosed 
that the programme would 
involve graduate youths from 
30 African countries and 
would have an incubation 
period of between 12 to18 
months.

While seeking the part-
nership of the agric-based 
institution through its Vice-
Chancellor, Olusola Oye-
wole, Bamba highlighted the 
project components, to be at 
federal and state levels, by 
leveraging on the Nigerian 
Incentive-Based Risk Shar-
ing System, development of 
bankable business proposal 
as an individual or group 
and access loan without col-
lateral. 

He added that the expect-
ed outcome of the project 
include 1,000 agripreneurs to 

be empowered in each state 
including the Federal Capital 
Territory, Abuja in which 
250,000 jobs are to be created 
on yearly basis, as well as 
$50,000 to $100,000 invest-
ment loan, per agribusiness. 

He stated that the expect-
ed roles of FUNAAB in the 
programme were to create 
an enabling environment 
for the incubation, start-up 
business and support in the 
development of agribusiness 
curriculum, adding that it 
would provide economic 
leverages for 70 million Nige-
rian youths, ranging between 
the ages of 15 and 34 years, 
for which 12.8 million were 
unemployed and about 15 
million youths were under-
employed.

Responding, Olusola Oye-
wole, professor and vice-
chancellor of FUNAAB, who 
is also the president, Associa-
tion of African Universities 
(AAU), applauded the team 
for its concerted efforts at en-
gaging youths in agriculture, 
saying that enabling environ-
ment would be created for the 
take-off of the programme in 
FUNAAB. 

R
ES-Q digital limited, 
an innovative re-
search based digital 
marketing concern 

with a vision to be the most 
sought after innovative, ex-
periential, digital marketing 
solutions company of choice 
in Africa, recently launched 
its operations at its corporate 
office located at Omole Estate, 
phase 2, Lagos.

The company, which is an 
offshoot of RichBrand media, 
aims to provide superior solu-
tions and is resolute in achiev-
ing its purpose because inves-
tors and shareholders seek 
for long-term returns with its 
key areas of expertise, which 
includes- search engine opti-
misation, online reputation 
management, auditing, social 
media management, digital 
marketing, email marketing, 
trainings (equipment), con-
tent marketing and digital 
research.

 Speaking at the event, 
Lekan Abioye, chairman 
and GMD, Richbrand media, 
explained that the company 
intends to be the company of 

choice in terms of research, 
creativity, experience and 
quick response provider to 
clients. “We are a solution 
providing digital agency for 
now and the future. We want 
to be the most sought after in 
Africa, by having presence in 
other Africa counties, start-
ing from the West Africa na-
tions within the next 1 year. 
In Nigeria, we will definitely 
be among the clear leaders 
within a year starting from  

RES-Q digital set to impact the Africa digital space
July 20, 2016,” he stressed.

He explained further, “To-
day, technology and com-
munication are complimen-
tary. Communication is not 
the same; advertising and 
audience attitude has also 
changed. The world is digi-
talised, the people are digi-
talised, and communication 
exposure is digitalised. And 
the good thing about digital 
marketing is the ability to 
reach the right audience with 

the right message at the right 
time. You no longer have to 
buy dailies for you to access 
an advert or a message; you 
don’t rely on billboards or 
TV any longer. Everyone has 
the tool to access the world 
in their hands and digital 
marketing is the platform to 
deliver measurable, targeted, 
impactful communication 
without restrictions.”

Abioye listed the reasons 
to consider digital market-
ing as: Advanced Targeting 
Options - resources are not 
wasted as adverts are di-
rected at the right people, 
so there is a measurable 
ROI. Scheduling- there is 
the opportunity to control 
what goes out, who does 
what and at what rate; there 
are many advantages over 
traditional media. Cost ef-
ficient - the ability to oper-
ate at minimal cost with 
tangible results- meaning 
result based on amount 
spent is measurable.

Advanced tracking and 
performance metrics: digital 
allows you to track your 
program and performance. 
It allows you to understand 
why results are far-fetched; 

and gives options to what can 
be done. Experiential: digital 
marketing provides avenue 
for closer experience with 
everybody. The pictures, vid-
eos, audio, written content, 
all sum up as good experi-
ence for the target audience. 
Feedback: instant ability to 
generate feedback if need be.

“The digital space creates 
a level playing field and also 
opportunities for all to air 
their views and be heard. We 
cannot but be here to help a 
lot of companies, individuals, 
SMEs, politicians that want to 
communicate tangibly with 
the right message to their au-
dience with the right results 
and feedback.

We see partners in all 
other digital agencies in our 
nation and we will collabo-
rate in areas necessary but 
note that we are strong in 
research, which exposes us 
to deep insights for solutions 
and we are confident that our 
competitors- we call them 
partners will see us as pro-
viding leverage for impactful 
results or solutions for them. 
So, we will be known as ‘The 
Digital agencies Agency on 
research,” Abioye concluded.

MABEL DIMMA

...to distribute $600m among 6000 agripreneurs in Southwest 

RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta 
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Event managers elect 
new executive

Airtel’s CEO, 
Ogunsanya, 
named 
Telecoms 
CEO of the 
Year

I
t is no news that clothes 
are being cut not accord-
ing to size but according 
to available material. The 

increased cost of basic ameni-
ties including food without 
a corresponding increase 
in income has put consum-
ers, especially the emerging 
middle class, under intense 
pressure.

While food is the primary 
sustenance of every living be-
ing, its incessant rise in cost in 
present day Nigeria has made 
some edibles available only 
to the rich; the case of a basic 
necessity becoming a luxury.

With a commitment to en-
sure consumers continue to 

reach for their Peak by ensur-
ing their bodies and minds are 
well-nourished, Peak milk’s 
small packs, Peak Wazobia, 
has become increasingly pop-
ular in recent times. Made 
from the same extra-fortified 
Peak milk product, it is a story 
of small things that can have 
a big impact.

Since it is a known fact 
that consumers all over the 
world are in continuous 
search for a reputable brand 
that offers quality based on 
limited purchasing strength, 
Peak Milk Wazobia is tasked 
with satisfying the grow-
ing desire of consumers as 
a benchmark of value to all.

So, what stands Peak Wa-
zobia out? Why does it hold 

so much value? Why should 
other choices be a compro-
mise?

Peak Wazobia delivers 
quality on all-important lev-
els - product and packaging. 
It is affordable and accessible. 
It gives you a guarantee of 
safety. Not many affordable 
food solutions can give that 
guarantee. Whether you live 
in towns or villages or you 
work in offices or you study 
in schools, from North to 
South or East to West, Peak 
Wazobia is for everybody 
(which coincidentally is the 
Wazobia factor, a call out to 
all of Nigeria).

Apart from meeting the 
need for affordable qual-
ity nutrition, it meets conve-

Peak Wazobia: Opportunity to enjoy 
quality milk at such a time as this

nience and portion control, 
making it excellent for single 
use. Small wonder, Omo-
boriowo Suraj a student of 
Moshood Abiola Polytechnic, 
Abeokuta Ogun State, said 
“Peak Wazobia fits and meets 
the milk needs of students 
across different backgrounds. 
Easy for us to take around and 
affordable at N50 at a time 
when students are faced with 
little or no resources.”

A male trader, Adefabi 
Jinusa, resident in Ibadan, 
Oyo State, said: “The price 
and quality of the Peak 
Wazobia milk is why he has 
continued to use. Though I 
like good things but money 
is always a consideration. 
You see, I cannot afford to 

S
egun Ogunsanya, chief 
executive officer and 
managing dire ctor 
of Airtel Nigeria, has 

been named the Telecoms 
CEO of the Year by organis-
ers of one of the most cred-
ible award platforms in the 
country, the Nigeria Telecoms 
Awards.

Ogunsanya was hon-
oured, last weekend, at a 
colourful ceremony that at-
tracted several dignitaries 
including the Minister of 
Communications, Adebayo 
Shittu; the Executive Vice 
Chairman of the Nigerian 
Communications Commis-
sion (NCC), Umar Danbatta, 
a professor, and the Ooni 
of Ife, Oba Enitan Adeyeye 
Ogunwusi.

At the event, which held 
at the MUSON Centre in 
Onikan, Lagos, Airtel was also 
adjudged the best Customer 
Service Operator of the Year.

According to the Awards’ 
citations, Ogunsanya was 
named Telecoms CEO of the 
Year in recognition of his 
outstanding contributions to 
the development of the sector 
while Airtel was adjudged the 

A
ssociation 
o f  P r o -
fessional 
Party Or-
ganisers 

and Event Managers 
of Nigeria (APPOEMN) 
has elected a new set 
of executives to pilot 
its affairs for the next 
two years.

The ele ction fol-
lowed the adoption of 

buy over N100 milk all the 
time. But with Peak Wazo-
bia, that is no longer a worry 
for me.”

Caroline Umeh, another 
consumer based in Enugu, 
who is also a mother of two, 
said “Peak Wazobia is a regu-
lar item in her children’s daily 
food pack to school.

“The small Wazobia packs 
contain the same milk as the 
bigger Peak Milk and thus 
contains the same quality 
my kids need daily for their 
healthy growth. For me, it is 
serious value for money.”

The Peak Wazobia story 
is accessibility to quality nu-
trition with the mission to 
support everyday people to 
realise their potentials.

….As Airtel Wins 
Customer Service 
Operator of the Year 
Award

Customer Service Operator of 
the Year for its consistency in 
its quest to providing excep-
tional service experience to 
telecoms consumers.

The Minister of Commu-
nications, Shittu presented 
the Telecoms CEO of the Year 
award to the Airtel CEO while 
the Acting DG, NITDA (Na-
tional Information Technol-
ogy Development Agency), 
Dr. Vincent Olatunji pre-
sented the Customer Service 
Operator of the Year Award 
to Ogunsanya.

Segun Ogunsanya

ANGEL JAMES

a new constitution dur-
ing the association’s 3rd

A n n u a l  G e n e ra l 
Meeting (AGM) held 
on June 28, 2016.

By the outcome of 
the election, Gbemi-
sola Ope became the 
new president of the 
association. Ope suc-
ceeds Funke Bucknor 
Obruthe, who presided 
over the affairs of AP-

POEMN for two years.
A statement signed 

by Emeka Acheb e-
Okosieme, the group’s 
PRO/Corporate Affairs 
Director, stated that 
Obruthe’s two-year 
stewardship as the 
president was an out-
standing service.

Ac c ording to the 
statement, while ac-
cepting to lead the asso-
ciation, Ope, the newly-
elected president, said: 
“I am excited about tak-
ing APPOEMN to the 
next level. It will not be 
easy, it will be gradual 
and it will be a lot of 
fun. But with your sup-
port I know we can and 
it will be done”.

The new executive 
memb ers have the 
mandate of the asso-
ciation to work assidu-
ously to propagate the 
ideals of APPOEMN, 
develop and maintain 
standards while ac-
commodating all stake-
holders. According to 
the new president, 
“This is the dawn of a 
new era in the event 
industry in Nigeria.”

...as new president pledges to take group to next level

Gemisola Ope, president

Emeka Achebe-Okosieme, PRO/corporate affaris director

Adefunke Kuyoro, vice president
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Short Takes

BD MARKETS + FINANCE (Business Team lead: PATRICK ATUANYA   - Analysts: BALA AUGIE, & JOSEPHINE OKOJIE)       

Nigeria’s central bank provided a 
loan to Skye Bank Plc to boost its 
liquidity after the lender breached 

requirements on capital and lending.
The short-term lending facility will 

allow new management to “ensure that 
some withdrawals it suffered in the wake 
of the undue panic of last week do not 
adversely affect its operations,’’ Isaac 
Okorafor, a spokesman for the Abuja-
based Central Bank of Nigeria, said in 
an e-mailed response to questions. The 
regulator has also issued guarantees to 
the bank’s depositors and creditors as a 
demonstration of its health, he said.

The central bank replaced top manag-
ers of Skye Bank earlier this month after it 
breached required thresholds for liquid-
ity and non-performing loans. While the 
regulator moved to calm markets, saying 
Skye and the industry remained healthy, 
the stock plunged to record lows, leading 
declines among other Nigerian lenders.

The shares rose for the fourth straight 
day, gaining 9 percent to 85 kobo at 12.05 
p.m. in Lagos trading, the best performer 
on the 171-member Nigerian Stock Ex-
change All-Share Index. Almost 53 million 
shares were traded, more than three times 
the three-month average. It has declined 
by 46 percent this year, compared with 
a 1.8 percent retreat by the Nigerian All 
Share Index.

The central bank said it has no plan to 
sell Skye Bank.

Nigerian inflation accelerated to 
the highest rate in almost 11 years 
in June, complicating the task of 

the central bank in an economy which is 
at risk of contracting this year.

The inflation rate in Africa’s largest 
economy increased to 16.5 percent from 
15.6 in May, the Abuja-based National 
Bureau of Statistics said in an e-mailed 
statement on Monday. That’s the highest 
rate since October 2005, according to data 
on the Central Bank of Nigeria’s website. 
Prices rose 1.7 percent in the month. The 
median of seven economist estimates 
compiled by Bloomberg was for inflation 
to quicken to 16.2 percent.

Nigeria imports at least 70 percent 
of its refined fuel, despite pumping 1.6 
million barrels of crude a day in June 
according to the International Energy 
Agency, and faced fuel shortages as retail-
ers struggled to get foreign currency to 
buy product during a 15-month naira peg 
that was removed last month. The cur-
rency’s official exchange rate weakened 
to more than 280 per dollar, compared 
with the fixed rate of 197-199, and the 
naira trades at around 360 on the black 
market, increasing prices for consumers.

“Inflation will continue rising because 
the driving factors are still there, but there 
should be a slowdown in the subsequent 
months,” Babajide Solanke, an analyst 
at Lagos-based FSDH Merchant Bank 
Ltd., said by phone. “Inflation may not 
necessarily cause monetary policymak-
ers to increase rates, because that will 
hurt growth. They may choose to use 
other monetary instruments to tighten 
liquidity.”

I
t’s been one month since 
Nigeria ended its currency 
peg, pledging to let the 
naira float freely in the 
interbank market. It did, 

for a day.
Since the naira fell 30 per-

cent against the dollar on June 
20, the central bank has kept 
a grip on the exchange rate. 
Foreign-exchange inflows have 
barely picked up, according 
to FirstRand Ltd.’s investment 
banking unit, as policy makers 
maintain measures to curb dol-
lar demand. The naira weakened 
0.3 percent to 294.25 per dollar 
on Wednesday.

Forward contracts, which are 
bought and sold offshore and 
seen as a gauge of foreign inves-
tors’ views on the currency, are at 
record highs, suggesting traders 
expect the naira to drop further. 
The question is when. Non-
deliverable forwards maturing 
in three months rose 2 percent 
to 335 per dollar on Tuesday, 
while the black market rate of 
368 is about 20 percent weaker 
than the official rate.

“We’re still plagued by the 
same problem we had prior to 
June,” said Nema Ramkhelawan-
Bhana, an analyst at FirstRand’s 
Rand Merchant Bank in Johan-
nesburg. “There’s growing im-
port and investment demand 
that isn’t necessarily being set-

One month on, traders ponder the 
naira free float that wasn’t

CBN extends loan 
to Skye bank for 
liquidity

Nigeria inflation 6.5% 
in June, highest in 
almost 11 years

tled. Market participants have 
been quite skeptical of this new 
framework. They’re not yet al-
lowed to determine the rate 
themselves.”

Central bank Governor God-
win Emefiele and one of his 
deputies, Sarah Alade, met in-
vestors in the U.S. and U.K. last 
week to encourage them to buy 
naira stocks and bonds. Emefiele 
dismissed suggestions that there 
was too little foreign-exchange 
liquidity and said the black mar-
ket was too small for investors to 
use as a gauge of the naira’s true 
value, according to two people 
who attended the private talks 
and asked not to be identified.

Forwards jumped and vola-
tility surged following those 
meetings and after the central 
bank removed a rule capping the 
difference, or spread, between 
bids and offers in the foreign-
exchange interbank market at 
50 kobo on July 15. One-week 
historical volatility in the naira’s 
spot price increased to 21 per-
cent this week, compared to an 
average of 6.7 percent over the 
past five years.

The Central Bank of Nigeria is 
curbing demand for foreign cur-
rency by preventing importers of 
“non-essential” items ranging 
from glass to textiles from using 
the interbank market, forcing 
them on to the black market. 

Plus, to prevent speculation, all 
purchases of dollars in the inter-
bank market have to be backed 
by customer orders, meaning 
primary dealers and other banks 
can’t trade for a profit on their 
own behalf.

After the central bank cut the 
spread limit, “market players 
appear to be more willing to bid 
for dollars at higher rates as de-
mand remains strong,” Saman-
tha Singh and Ayomide Mejabi, 
analysts at Standard Bank, said 
in a July 19 note. “It remains to 
be seen if this willingness of the 
central bank to see a truly free 
floating regime will be regarded 
as credible.”

‘Speculative Projections’
The CBN said nothing had 

changed since Emefiele’s meet-
ing with investors last week.

“Investors should allow the 
market some time to work it-
self out,” said spokesman Isaac 
Okorafor. “No one is fixing any 
prices. The market is not bound 
to pander to unrealistic and 
speculative projections.”

Naira yields will have to rise 
by around 200 basis points be-
fore bond investors are keen to 
re-enter the country, according 
to RMB’s Ramkhelawan-Bhana. 
While average yields on local-
currency government bonds 
of 15.1 percent are the highest 
after Egypt among 31 emerging 

markets tracked by Bloomberg, 
they’re negative in real terms, 
with Nigeria’s inflation acceler-
ating to 16.5 percent in June.

Yet, the government seems 
reluctant to let yields increase 
much, according to FBNQuest, 
the investment banking unit of 
First Bank of Nigeria Ltd. Rates 
were kept below 15 percent at a 
120 billion naira ($420 million) 
bond auction on July 14 and “off-
shore buyers were again notable 
for their absence,” Gregory Kro-
nsten, an analyst at FBNQuest in 
London, said in a note.

Tricky Sell
Nigeria faces a tricky sell even 

if it frees the naira, with inflation 
rising, the economy weakening 
and production of oil, which 
provides the bulk of export earn-
ings, down since February as 
militants attack pipelines. Eco-
nomic output will probably 
shrink 1.8 percent this year, the 
first contraction in more than 
two decades, the International 
Monetary Fund said Tuesday.

That will heap more pressure 
on the naira, says Ramkhelawan-
Bhana.

“A breach of 300 is very likely, 
if not this week then next week,” 
she said. “The rhetoric is quite 
strong. The market is pushing for 
more flexibility.”

Culled from Bloomberg
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Government must regulate, not 
kill businesses - Okereke

What is the likely impact 
of the new CBN forex policy 
on SMEs and job creation?

T
hank you very 
much.  Actually 
the impact on SME, 
job creation and on 
manufacturers’ im-

portation of raw materials is 
all co-related. It will delay a 
lot of decisions because for me 
I believe that it should have 
been done nine months ago. 
Most of us in the OPS made 
it clear that there is no way 
we can be operating dual eco-
nomic system.

It’ is either that you operate 
a free or regulated economy 
by government and whatever 
the implications that occur, 
you take it and move on from 
there. Unfortunately, it took 
the CBN a very long time to 
come up with this policy, even 
though we know that the 
apex bank was under pressure 
to adopt the kind of foreign 
exchange policy of

regulation and black mar-
ket.  It took quite a while 
to face this reality. I think 
in the long run the actual 
Naira value will definitely 
be established. I think the 
policy will remove distortions 
in the system because you 
cannot be operating formal 
exchange rate while asking 
most people to go to the black 
market to source their foreign 
exchange. There will be a lot of 
distortions and abuses in that 
system, even though the free 
market platform that is been 
given to forex may actually 
throw up a lot of uncertain-
ties in the

market for some time but 
definitely at the end of the day 
investors will feel more free 
to take decisions and do the 
right investment they want 
to do in the country instead of 
standing out and some with-
drawing their investment 
because of regimented foreign 
exchange system.

May we know in clear 
terms the impact on SMEs, job 
creation and manufacturing?

Just as I said, in the long run 
it will be very positive, in the 
sense that we can now go to 
market and bid for foreign ex-
change we need. Not when I 
am biding through the formal 
system others will be going 
through the black market, 
it would not encourage fair 

competition.  For us competi-
tion brings out the best even 
though we realise the fact that 
it will be tough. But in the long 
run, it will prove to be the best 
way to redeem our Naira. We 
cannot use force to say look at 
what our currency should be, 
it is not realistic.  You cannot 
give what you do not have; 
you cannot determine how 
much you have to get in re-
turn in business when you do 
not have the mechanism to 
draw the line when it comes 
to determining business deci-
sions. So for us in the OPS, the 
Central Bank did the right 
thing at the very late time, but 
we say better late than never. 
The true value of the Naira will 
be definitely established and of 
course investors will now be 
more free to take investment 
decisions and the SMEs will 
come out of it better. Job cre-
ation will definitely improve 
because investors will have 
the confidence to come back 
and invest, take investment 
decisions that will improve the 
economy instead of withdraw-
ing their investment standing 
aloof or being apprehensive 
and undecided.  Investors can 
now clearly define and plan 
investment frame

work.  That is the position of 
the OPS and we are happy that 
eventually the CBN came to 
its senses to do the right thing.

Could you please describe 
the general business environ-
ment in Nigeria in the last one 
year?

 Well, the situation in the 
foreign market is part of the 
problem because as I earlier 
said, if this decision was taken 
by the CBN in the first quarter 
of this year or even the last 
quarter of 2015, the economy 
should have been stabilising, 
people would have had a clear

cut vision on where invest-
ment decision should have 
been made or would have 
been made. So, for the past one 
year, the economy has been 
stagnant. That is the truth 
especially when it comes to 
investment.

Even as at today people 
are still watching the new 
forex policy but at least there 
is a clear indication on the 
direction of the forex regime. 
People can take decisions; peo-
ple can now free their funds 
that have been entangled not 

knowing how to go about it. 
So, the past one year has been 
quite worrisome for business 
and for Nigerian citizens. As a 
matter of fact, the purchasing 
power has been pummeled 
and income generation has 
been quite abysmal because 
there is no new investment 
that has come up for the past 
one year and the federal gov-
ernment has been trying to 
find its feet. The government 
has been trying to decide how 
to go about economic policy 
which as at today is not quite 
clear except for the recent 
decision taken by the CBN. 
We are waiting for clear cut 
fiscal policy decision on the 
part of the Federal Govern-
ment. When we are talking 
about fiscal policy we are not 
talking about government 
agenda.  We are not talking 
about government saying “I 
want to do this or that, feed 
school people or want to do 
social security”.  Those ones 
are good but they are not 
really economic policy. We 
need to see robust economic 
policy of government that 
will help investors take very 
clear cut decisions on invest-
ment portfolios that is where 

we are now in the country. 
The year is almost clocking 
up because soon we will be 
entering the third quarter 
and you know the budget 
was passed not long ago and 
I was telling people that if we 
are able to achieve about 60 
percent of 2015 budget, you 
know we have done very 
well. The issue of government 
achieving 80 or 100 percent 
of the budget is not possible 
because you cannot recover 
the time you wasted, that is 
the truth.  Generally speak-
ing, the year 2016 has been a 
testing ground for the Federal

Government to find its lev-
el, take real decision in terms 
of the economic direction of 
the country and we just hope 
that we have come to the end 
of tinkering with policy direc-
tion that by the time we get 
to 2017 we will start running. 
You know what government 
is expected to do is to create 
enabling environment where 
investors are expected to

come in. Government in-
vestment portfolio is shrink-
ing because government can-
not actually do any business 
except on necessary regula-
tions and policy initiation. 

What we are saying is for the
government to do the right 

policy initiations so that the 
private sector within and 
outside the country can come 
in and jump start the econ-
omy.  For the economy to be 
stimulated, government can-
not do much even with the 
release of 2016 budget that is 
targeted to specific budgets; 
it will come and go but I do 
believe to a certain extent 
that we have to reflate the 
economy.  That is a temporary 
thing, remembering that we 
are borrowing about $2.2 bil-
lion to finance 2015 budget.  
Even when we’re spending 
on the 2016budget, we should 
remember that we still have 
a debt to pay. The only thing 
we are praying for is that gov-
ernment should judiciously 
ensure that the implementa-
tion of the 2016 budget is 
well carried out so that if we 
are investing our money on 
infrastructure of about 30 or 
20 percent increase we should 
see the effect at the end of the 
day so that even if you are 
borrowing to capitalise such 
infrastructure we should reap 
from it.  When we are paying 
back, we must have recovered 
some value from that invest-
ment on infrastructure which 
we borrowed money to do.

So I am saying that 2016 
is almost gone, let us look at 
2017 and see how the govern-
ment can bring us out of the 
stagnation we have found 
ourselves in terms of clear 
cut policy direction of the 
economy. It is only the private 
sector and private investors 
that can really bring in funds 
that will create the jobs, build 
industries, employ people, 
empower people, improve the 
purchasing power of people, 
and increase our productivity 
to stabilise our economy.  We 
are talking about sustainable 
economic growth and invest-
ment and it is only the private

sector investment in terms 
of industrialization, employ-
ment generation, wealth cre-
ation, that can jump start and 
improve our economy on a 
sustainable basis. On the part 
of government, they need to 
give the right policy direction, 
regulate effectively and not to 
regulate to death because over 
regulation of government at 
times kills.  

In view of the current economic challenges, particularly as it affects manufacturing, 
job creation, Small and medium enterprises, etc, and following the recent Central 
Bank forex policy, Emeka Okereke, director-general, Enugu Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry, Mines and Agriculture, in this interview with REGIS ANUKWUOJI said 
the CBN was late in taking a positive decision on FX, urging government to provide 
the enabling environment for businesses to thrive. Excerpts:  
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Death is living

T
here are some words 
that take away all 
the joy from a man’s 
heart when they hear 
it. One of such is the 

word “DEATH”. It connotes 
lifelessness, helplessness, hope-
lessness, forlornness. It brings 
sorrow and it takes beauty out 
of life.

How many people will agree 
with me that death actually is 
the beauty of life?  A life with-
out death is a life not worth 
living. It is a life that is sour, 
tasteless and bitter. Such a life is 
valueless, drab and uninterest-
ing. The design of God for us is to 

find life in death. We may never 
enjoy the beauty that the Word 
of God has for us except we die 
(John 12:24

“Unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain; but 
if it dies, it bears much fruit”).

That is exactly what it means 
to live in death in this parlance. 
Death is feared, hated, maligned 
and detested. However, despite 
our feelings towards death we 
cannot stop it from carrying out 
its function. Death is still death.

Our perception in life truly 
determines our outcome in life. 
If death is perceived wrongly, 

we would get wrong results 
which would end up in death 
the way we all know it.

When we walk in this light 
that “Death is Living’’ we stop 
being afraid of death, and it 
no longer has any clutch over 
us. The fear of it tightens its 
grip on us. The only known 
enemies that hold us in bondage 
all through our lives are Death 
and Fear. This duo has so much 
grip on mankind that it prevents 
from accessing the beauty of 
life in death. Inside each word 
spoken by God lies life and 
the benefits of life. It takes the 
discerning and the spiritually 

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

Spiritonomics

A
re you a Nigerian 
in the Diaspora, 
or a non-Nigerian 
thinking of com-

ing to invest or set up a 
business in Nigeria? Have 
you been analysing the 
great opportunities and 
potentials of the Nigerian 
business environment and 
is attracted in the economy 
and you are on your way 
to taking that great bold 
step to putting your money 
where your mouth and 
desires are? Then step back 
and go through this article 
for a better understand-
ing of the terrains you are 
delving into. If you are in 
the above situation, please 
read on as I highlight the 
basic challenges of starting 
a small business in Nigeria 
or doing business in Nigeria.

Nigeria is a country 
blessed with human, min-
eral and natural resources. 
When it comes to starting a 
business in Nigeria; the po-
tentials are so great that any 
investor or entrepreneur 
will be tempted to jump in 
with both feet without first 
testing the waters.

A reasonable proof that 
Nigeria hold huge poten-
tial for entrepreneurs and 
investors is the fact that 
we have an abundance of 
successful entrepreneurs 
who started from scratch 
and built massive business 
empires without leaving 
the shores of Nigeria. I am 
talking about successful 

entrepreneurs and Nigerian 
billionaires such as Aliko 
Dangote, Cletus Ibeto, Femi 
Otedola, Orji Uzor Kalu, and 
so on. The fact that Nigeria 
once produced the richest 
black man in the world 
further proves that there is 
money to be made in Nige-
ria; if only you understand 
the business terrain. The 
secret to the success of these 
Nigerian entrepreneurs is a 
story for another day.

Secondly, countries such 
as South Africa, China, and 
so on, are scrambling to in-
vest or set up shops in Nige-
ria. That’s why companies 
like Tiger Brands, Shoprite, 
Techno, Google, Microsoft, 
HP, MNet, moved into Ni-
geria and are expanding 
aggressively. Now, if you 
are serious about starting a 
business in Nigeria; then I 
will provide the necessary 
down-to-earth information 
needed to help you success-
fully start and build a busi-
ness in the country.

As expected, there are 
general business challenges 
and factors that startup en-
trepreneurs face all over the 
world but when it comes 
to economic and environ-
mental challenges; it varies 
from region to region. For 
instance, the economic and 
environmental factors af-
fecting businesses in the 
United States of America 
or Canada is different from 
the factors affecting entre-
preneurs in Africa or better 

still; Nigeria. So it’s based on 
this fact that I wrote this ar-
ticle to help familiarise you 
with the business terrain of 
Nigeria and how to handle 
its challenges.

 
The cons and challenges 

of doing business in Ni-
geria:

Lack of infrastructure -
The first business chal-

lenge you will face when 
doing business in Nigeria is 
infrastructural challenge. 
Nigeria lacks the basic in-
frastructure and logistics to 
support entrepreneurship. 
If you are going to run a suc-
cessful business in Nigeria; 
then you must have the 
financial muscle to provide 
your own infrastructure.

For instance, you want 
to start a manufacturing 
firm in Nigeria; you will 
need to build your own 
factory, provide your own 
water supply, electricity 
and other amenities that 
smoothens business opera-
tions.

This single factor length-
ens the time frame from ini-
tial planning to full business 
operations when compared 
to developed countries that 
have the basic infrastruc-
ture in place. Infrastructural 
challenge will directly or 
indirectly increase your 
startup overhead cost so 
you have to properly factor 
in this challenge in your 
business plan.

To be continued...
 

intelligent to come to term with 
this truth. Jesus Christ said ‘’the 
word that I speak unto you are 
Spirit and life’’. However, the 
fear of death prevents us from 
harnessing the truth in the 
spoken WORD.

If you are not ready to lay 
your life down in death you 
can never succeed in business 
as designed by God. Every pa-
triarch that ever did exploits 
and are celebrated, were people 
that were familiar with the 
beauty of life in death. For the 
seed promised to Abraham by 
God to manifest, he celebrated 
and relished death( … he con-
sidered his own body not being 
dead ,neither the deadness of 
Sarah’s womb, against hope 
he believed in hope- in death 
he believed in life and fully 
persuaded that life could come 
out of death….)

Same for his son Isaac, who 
was ready to die believing that 
his seeds would multiply in 
famine. And because of this 
believe system brought about 
by the spoken WORD of God 
he recorded unprecedented, 
gargantuan result in business 

that stupefied the entire coun-
try at his time.

If you are not ready to lay 
your life down in death you can 
never work in divine health. It 
is only when the WORD of God 
has become your life and you 
are ready to die for the truth in 
the word of God that says (…by 
His stripes you were healed), 
that is when you are truly be-
ginning to live.

You must take your stand on 
the WORD even with disease 
and sickness ravaging your 
body, and symptoms screaming 
loudly in your ear that you are 
going to die. You’ve got to be 
ready todie before you can LIVE 
under such a circumstance. It is 
only people that are dead that 
can truly live because they 
have lost their fear of death and 
have lost their fear of fear itself. 
(Hebrews 2:14-15)

There was neither help nor 
hope for Shadrach, Meshach, 
Abednego and Daniel. The 
only option they had was death 
and they went for it and they 
lived. Many times in our lives 
and businesses we would be 
confronted with situations of 

death and circumstances of 
destruction. However it is our 
interpretation of the circum-
stance and understanding of 
the beauty of life in death that 
makes for living.

If you are not dead you can-
not live when the economy is 
crashing, the pillars that are 
supposed to hold the world 
together seem to be collapsing 
and fear seems to be the order 
of the day. You cannot claim 
to be living when the fear of 
death has paralyzed you. Life 
is not worth living under such 
a condition because, you are 
already dead it’s just that you do 
not know. I believe recognizing 
the beauty that is in death and 
appropriating it makes for true 
living. Not embracing this truth 
and living in fear has killed you 
already.

Every truth written in the 
word of God remains on the 
pages of the Bible alone and is 
ineffective until we are ready 
to die (to dare to believe them 
and act on them) otherwise we 
may never enjoy the life that 
they contain.

Remain Blessed
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A
n excellent person 
makes things better 
to make life better. 
We do not attain 

excellence by how much of 
ourselves we have advanced 
but, by how much of human-
ity we have impacted. The 
quality of your life is deter-
mined by the quality of your 
input in the life of others. An 
excellent person brings trans-
formation in people’s lives 
by investing in their growth 
and development, and also 
empowering them to become 
what God has destined them 
to be. The proof of becoming 
an excellent person is how 
far you have directed your 
purpose on earth, your vision 
in life and leadership oppor-
tunities for the betterment 
of humanity.

There are pillars of be-
coming an excellent person: 
They are Purpose, Vision, 
Leadership, Integrity and 
Living Right.

1. Purpose
You are a product of pur-

pose. There is a reason why 
you were born and are still 
alive. You have never started 
living until you discover that 
reason. When that reason 
is discovered and pursued it 
gravitate you toward great-
ness. If you walk according 
to God’s purpose for your 
life, you are at the verge of 
becoming an excellent per-
son. Purpose is concealed 
and secured and discover-
able through Christ. When 
purpose is discovered, glory 
is recovered.  How well you 
are fulfilling God’s purpose 
is measured by how much 
people have benefited from it.

 2. Vision
Vision is that compel-

ling drive in your heart to 
pursue a definite goal. Vision 
transports a person from me-
diocrity to excellence and em-
powers him with momentum 
for greater accomplishment. 
Every vision says ‘go’ from a 
lower level to a higher level 
of life. Vision empowers you 
with the picture of a future 
to hope and fight for. Vision 
gives you the impetus to keep 
on living. Vision liberates 
your mind from the captiv-
ity of socio-economic and 
environmental limitations. 
Life becomes a vanity when 
there is no vision to pursue. 
Without vision you cannot 
become an excellent person.

3. Leadership
An excellent person leads 

by serving people and relat-
ing with them at their level. 
An excellent person provides 
leadership that gives people 
direction, trust and hope. For 
an excellent person, approach 
to leadership is not just a mat-
ter of exerting influence, it is 
service and relationship. For 
an excellent person, leader-
ship influence flow from 
service, not from position 
or status. His philosophy of 
leadership is servant lead-
ership, whereby greatness 
emanates from supporting 
other people’s needs first. An 
excellent person exemplifies 
a leadership of shared vision, 
shared responsibility and 
shared leadership between 
a leader and a follower. It is 
invariably a relationship of 
trust, influence and service. 
WALTER C. WRIGHT advo-
cates a leadership style that 
recognizes and respects the 
dignity of people, helping 
them to find a meaning to 
life by giving them hope of 

attainable great future.
4. Integrity
There is a dearth of men 

of integrity in our times. The 
true character of a man is not 
known by what he says, but 
what he does. Reputation 
without character is like a 
tree whose branches are em-
bellished with green leaves 
but, they have no fruits on 
them. People who labour to 
build their reputation, but 
leave themselves bankrupt in 
character are at best a white 
sepulcher. For our nation to 
get out of the woods she is in 
right now, we need men of 
integrity who would abide 
by their words, not people 
who would renege on their 
promises once they are voted 
into power.

5. Living right
David Starr Jordan says, 

“There is no real excellence 
in this entire world which 
can be separated from right 
living.” When you live right, 
you will do the right things. 
When you do the right things, 
others will learn to live right 
and do the right things from 
you. When people live right 
and do the right things, the 
society will become right. To 
become an excellent person 
who would like to do things 
right, you need to have a re-
lationship with Jesus Christ 
to the extent that your life 
would be transformed to a 
person of character and com-
mitment whose influence 
people will choose to follow. 
To have a relationship with 
Christ, you have to give your 
life to Him and worship Him 
in Spirit and in truth, “For it 
pleased the Father that in him 
all the fullness should dwell,” 
Colossians 1:19.

Excellent life

Becoming an excellent person
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T
he National Housing Fund 
scheme, NHF for short is 
the vehicle that cruises the 
ambition of house owner-

ship through the Federal Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria, FMBN to reality 
and helps them fulfill their dream. 
Today; I will be taking a look at the 
Informal sector individual who de-
sires to get funds from the Federal 
Mortgage Bank of Nigeria, using the 
National Housing Fund scheme as 
a vehicle. Like the last edition, the 
information here is from the direc-
tion of the Federal Mortgage Bank 
of Nigeria, the FMBN for those 
within this informal sector bracket; 
those not on salary jobs.

The Informal Sector Cooperative 
Housing Loan Scheme described 
shortly as ‘The Coop Loan Scheme’ 
is a product that falls under the um-
brella of the National Housing Fund 

T
hat Nigeria leads the 
world in cassava roots 
production is not in 
doubt. According to the 
Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO) Corporate 
Do cument Rep ository,  i ts 
production is a third more than 
that of Brazil and almost double 
the production of Indonesia and 
Thailand. Cassava production 
in other African countries, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Ghana, Madagascar, Mozambique, 
Tanzania and Uganda appears 
small in comparison to Nigeria’s 
substantial output.

Unfortunately, its latent 
economic potentials for wealth 
creation when well processed 
into valuable products such as 
cassava starch, flour, glucose 
syrup, alcohol, chips and pellets 
have been largely untapped. 
As has been clearly apparent in 
other areas of the availability of 
raw materials, what has been 
grossly lacking is the application of 
modern processing, preservation 
and packaging technology to 
harness their economic viability.

Thus, we have crude oil, many 
solid minerals in commercial 
quantities as well as agric products 

such as cocoa, cashew nuts, sesame 
seeds all in quantum supply but 
we wait for external corporate 
bodies to turn them into finished 
products, which we import with 
glee and then buy at exorbitant 
prices to the detriment of our 
national economy.

The good news however, is 
that some of our universities and 
research institutes, including the 
Federal Institute of Industrial 
Research (FIIRO), Oshodi, have 
made notable breakthroughs with 
regards to the processing of cassava 
roots into the aforementioned 
products. By adding value, we 
now have the production of: Soy-
gari, Glucose syrup, Detoxified 
cassava starch, Cassava-wheat 
composite flour for bread, Cassava-
wheat composite flour snacks and 
cookies, and mechanised fufu 
flour.

Soy-Gari:  Gari is a cassava 
product that serves as staple food 
for most Nigerians. It comes in 
the form of tiny granules which 
can be consumed directly, or after 
soaking in water, with or without 
any supplement. But in order to 
make it more nutritious, its protein 
content could be raised from 
about 1 percent to 10 percent by 
enriching it with soy beans. The 
success recorded in this regard 
has the potential of reducing the 
incident of protein-deficiency 
related diseases amongst the 

consumers.
Glucose syrup: The production 

which is done by using gluco-
amylase obtained by solid 
state fermentation of rice bran 
with the fungus, Apergilus 
niger on laboratory scale has 
been established. The enzyme 
hydrolysis of cassava starch gave 
a glucose syrup that has a pH of 
6.0; specific gravity of 1.0; total 
reducing sugars of 30.4 percent, 
total solids of 80 percent and 
dextrose equivalent of 38 percent.

Glucose syrup is a sweetener 
used industrially in Nigeria, for 
example in the food, soft drink 
and confectionery industries. 
The process would enhance the 
local capability of glucose syrup 
production.

Detoxified cassava starch 
p r o d u c t i o n :  T h e  b i g g e s t 
shortcoming of cassava starch is 
hydrocyanic acid, which limits 
its use in industries, especially 
the pharmaceutical industries. 
In fact, cassava flour cannot be 
used for bread or confectioneries 
if this acid has not been removed. 
Detoxification is the process 
through which it is removed 
and the starch becomes safe for 
use. This happens not only in 
textile industry but in the food and 
pharmaceutical industries.

Cassava–wheat composite 
flour bread production: Bread 
is a staple food in Nigeria as in 
many other countries. It has for 
centuries been produced mainly 

from wheat flour. But FIIRO has for 
decades now shown that cassava 
flour could be incorporated into 
wheat flour for bread making 
with substitution of between 10 
to 15percent and 15-20percent for 
confectioneries.

Cassava-wheat flour composite 
snacks/cookies: Cookies are 
usually made from 100percent 
wheat flour or occasionally from 
a combination of wheat and 
other cereals flour. For instance, 
cassava cookies are made from a 
combination of cassava flour and 
wheat flour at the ratio of 80:20 or 
70:30 of cassava to wheat. Cassava 
cookies could be classified as 
rolled and pressed cookies. Rolled 
cookies are made from stiff dough 
while pressed cookies are made 
from rich, soft dough usually of 
short bread type.

Mechanised production of 
fufu flour: Fufu is a fermented 
product made from cassava 
which is cooked into a local food. 
Traditionally, it is a product in a 
wet form, with moisture content of 
40-50percent. This makes it highly 
perishable, with a short shelf life, 
compared with gari and lafun, 
which are in granular form and 
with a moisture content of below 
10percent. This has necessitated 
food technologists to upgrade 
and mechanise the traditional 
method of producing fufu. It is 
now available in granulated form, 
with a longer shelf life.

To maximise the huge economic 
potentials in cassava tubers as 
countries such as Brazil and 
Malaysia have done, governments 
at federal and state levels as well 
as food processing companies 
should begin to see it as a veritable 
product for youth empowerment. 
To this end, a holistic approach.

S e r i e s  o f  s t a ke h o l d e r s ’ 
meetings/conferences/seminars 
should be embarked upon at 
the instance of the federal and 
state ministries of agriculture and 
natural resources. They should use 
such avenues to proffer answers 
to these pertinent questions: How 
much cassava tubers do we really 
grow on annual basis? Where 
do we grow them? How much 
of these use cassava stems that 
have the IITA varieties that are 
high-yielding, disease-resistant 
and early maturing? How many 
of our rural farmers have the 
requisite knowledge in growing 
such varieties, with applied 
modern technology? And what 
methods do our farmers apply in 
its cultivation?

Furthermore, the stakeholders 
should come up with attractive 
incentives, with training to 
engage our youths in cassava roots 
productions and the attendant 
spin-off production of by-products 
to enhance the value-chain. 

(NHF) Scheme, This is a window de-
signed to capture the non-salaried 
informal sector Nigerians within 
the Nigerian economy through the 
co-operative societies. This enables 
those within this bracket to join the 
National Housing Fund scheme and 
avail them the opportunities of 
becoming very proud home own-
ers within the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria. Under this informal sector 
scheme, a Federal Mortgage Bank 
Loan could be accessed in any of the 
two ways to be examined below:

1. The Co-operative National 
Housing Fund Loan (CNL):

This loan window of opportu-
nity offers the individual in the 
co-operative mortgage loan op-
portunity to buy a housing unit 
developed through the Cooperative 
Housing Development Loan or take 
an option to renovate an existing 

Housing Unit. This window of op-
portunity is least applied as most 
Nigerians erroneously believe the 
National Housing Scheme is for the 
employed alone. In fact, a lot of pri-
vate sector employees believe the 
scheme is a government employees’ 
prerogative. This is the bane of this 
window of opportunity.

The features of this window are 
carefully outlined and explained 
below:

1. An individual member of this 
Co-operative shall enjoy the hous-
ing loan at an unbelievable interest 
rate of six percent annually.

2. Members of the Co-operative 
shall make a down payment of 15% 
of the approved selling price for 
their choice house as their personal 
stake in the loan.

3. Evidence of minimum NHF 
monthly contributions of #450.00 
for a period not less than six months 
is required from the applicant at the 
point of loan application.

4. The tenure of the loan for such 
Co-operators twenty five years 
(25yrs) maximum.

5. . If the individual Co-operator 
contributes more than the bench 

mark of #450.00 monthly, such 
excess contribution above the of 
#450.00 shall be account for in his 
favour as part of his personal stake 
contribution at the time the loan 
application is made.

This segment of this scheme also 
requires the Co-operative Society as 
a body to submit on behalf of the 
Cooperators following:

1. Evidence of membership of a 
co-operative society.

2. Evidence of the National 
Housing Fund registration with 
up-to-date contribution.

3. Other Documents to be sub-
mitted to the Primary Mortgage 
Institution include the following:

4.  
a.  Completed application CNL 

form
b. Two passport photographs of 

the applicant.
c.  Proof of ownership of the 

property: title deed of the land to 
be built or CofO of the house to be 
renovated.

5. . A guarantee from the Coop-
erative Society to which he belongs 
and this is to guaranty that:

a.  Certificate registration of the 

Co-operative society
b. Legal title on the subject; 

House or Land.
Where there is no title to this 

property at the point of applica-
tion, such title is expected to be 
processed and made available to 
the bank subsequently.

1. Cooperative Housing Develop-
ment Loan (CHDL):

The loan enables a cooperative 
society that has acquired a parcel 
of land to develop houses for alloca-
tion to its registered members. The 
parcel of land is expected to have 
title in its name of the Co-operative 
society which is to act as the fa-
cilitator for of its members in the 
processing of the loan transaction.

…..to be continued



I
f someone had told me 
I would ever find my-
self in this lowest state 
after enjoying so much 
affluence, I would have 

doubted the person and be ready 
to bet my life on it. I thought 
I had it all, I never imagined 
this day would ever come,” Mrs 
Ogbontiti narrated as she sat on 
the torn mat that now serves as 
her bed.  

“I won’t say I had it all while 
growing up but it never for once 
got this bad. I was the first child 
in a family of six children and 
even with that large family, 
we never went a day without 
our three square meals no mat-
ter how unbalanced the diet 
seemed. We never had problem 
with where to sleep or what to 
wear at any point in time but 
here am I battling to feed my 
three children.

“Who would ever believe 
I lived in my own mansion 
with everything I wanted at 
my disposal? That travelling to 
any country was the least of 
my worries because I travelled 
as often as I breathed? I had so 
many friends hovering around 
me like bees around honey? Life 
indeed is a vapour!

“I’m a mother of three ador-
able children, two boys and a girl. 
I met my husband 21 years ago 
through referral. My mother’s 
friend, Aunty Esther, visited 
us one Christmas Eve shortly 
after my secondary education 
and was wowed when she saw 
how big I’d grown. I was not al-
ways around when she visited 
so the surprise in her eyes was 
welcomed.

“She told my mother about 
her nephew who she believed 
would be a perfect match for me 
and asked if I would like to meet 
him. It was obvious to me then 
that my parents could not afford 
the kind of life I wanted. If there 
was anything I wanted badly at 
that time, it was to get a tertiary 
education. I wanted to be a law-
yer because of the power that 
comes with the profession, the 
power to give life or take it.

“I always told my parents that 
I would marry as soon as I saw a 
good suitor, so I was glad this was 
coming at the right time but I had 
to make sure he was capable of 
taking care of me. I decided to see 
him and Aunty Esther made the 
arrangements.

“When I saw Joseph, I did 
not need a prophet to tell me he 
could take care of not just me 
but also my entire family. Joseph 
had the money and he was not 
tightfisted as he showered so 
much money on me. I let him 
into my dreams and he promised 
to make them come true. True 
to his words, he saw to it that I 
enrolled for JAMB and got the 

necessary tutorials I needed to 
excel in the examination. When 
the results came out, I did well.

“Few months after I gained 
admission into the university, 
Joseph and I got married. My life 
changed entirely, I had every-
thing life could offer and a maid 
at my beck and call. The moment 
I resumed school, my husband 
got a driver for me to ensure that 
the school stress was minimized 
so I could concentrate on my 
studies. Since I wanted to make 
him proud, I made sure I never 
fell below his expectation as my 
results were exceptionally good.

“In a space of two years, 
I’d given birth to three lovely 
children. The first was a boy 
and the second a set of twin 
boys. That earned me the name 
‘Mama Boys’ from my family 
and friends. Lines seemed to be 
falling in pleasant places for me 
and I loved my life. I travelled 
as much as people charge their 
phones because the money was 
there. I had a lot of friends, what 
do you expect? Success has so 
many friends.

“After I graduated from the 
university, my husband made it 
clear that he wanted me to be at 
home to take care of the boys. He 
was aware of what some house-
maids do when no one is watch-

ing them and he did not want 
any evil to befall his children.

“Joseph saw no need in my 
desire to get a job since he pro-
vided everything the family 
needed without complaints. He 
always joked that four men (the 
three children and him) were 
enough job for me and combin-
ing another would amount to 
huge stress.

“When the children were 
above five years old, my husband 
insisted it was time to dismiss the 
housemaid. He said the children 
were all grown and as such there 
was no need for a maid. Then, it 
dawned on me that he was never 
going to let me work because 
there was no one to take care 
of the children if I was going to 
be away.

“Life continued as smoothly 
as ever, the children were doing 
well in school and my husband 
kept climbing up the ladder on 
his job. I on the other hand con-
tinued being the perfect mother 
and wife to them all. I made up 
my mind that I was going to 
persuade Joseph to allow me get 
a job the moment the children 
got into boarding schools since 
my husband said they were go-
ing to. When the time came, my 
husband turned it down as well. 
At that point, I decided to play 

along with him.
“My husband retired few 

years after my first son gained 
admission into the university 
and we were planning on what 
to invest his retirement money 
in when sickness knocked on our 
door. My husband fell sick and 
we had to press pause for a while. 
After series of tests, the doctor 
said my husband had typhoid 
and he was immediately placed 
on treatment. He spent more 
time in the hospital than he did 
at home because the sickness, 
rather than abate, grew worse by 
the day. According to the doctor, 
typhoid was not an ailment that 
goes away so easily.

“Before long, my husband be-
came a shadow of himself and I 
felt so much pity for him because 
he was so lean that one could 
almost count his ribs. When 
his situation was not getting 
any better despite the amount 
of money we had pumped in, I 
decided to take him to another 
private hospital. Series of tests 
were conducted after which the 
doctor told us that my husband 
was misdiagnosed.

“The doctor disclosed that my 
husband had kidney disease all 
the while he was being treated 
for typhoid and malaria. As at 
the time the doctor revealed 

‘Misdiagnosis killed my husband, 
rendered us wretched’

ThisLife

this to us, he said my husband’s 
kidneys had collapsed and he 
needed an immediate kidney 
transplant.

“My children went to live 
with my younger sister since my 
parents were late while I made 
plans to fly my ailing husband 
abroad for further treatment. 
The transplant was conducted 
but it was not successful as my 
husband died some days later. 
I had high hopes that he would 
survive but his ailment gulped 
all the money before taking his 
life.

“I flew my husband’s corpse 
down here and we immediately 
fixed a date for the burial rites. 
My husband’s sickness swept 
away all the money we had and 
I had to manage to see that some-
one of his repute got the kind of 
burial he truly deserved.

“After the burial, life became 
pretty tough for me and my 
children. All my friends deserted 
me because they now saw me 
as a burden. Who would want a 
burden as a friend?

“Sometimes I wish it was a 
dream. I wish Joseph did not 
have to die and most important-
ly, I wish I was able to convince 
him to let me get a job no matter 
how little of my time it takes. But 
it’s all wishes now. Just wishes.”
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‘Agbo’ consumption: how healthy?

Bosch focuses on Nigeria

Consumer’s Corner
Sunday 24 July 2016 SUNDAYBD 33

J
oseph Udechukwu, 
a drycleaner, was 
ironing one of his cli-
ents’ clothes when 
he suddenly felt a 

sharp pain in his stomach. 
He quickly put off the iron, 
grabbed a seat and sat down 
close to the door. As he sat, 
he prayed that the pain 
would subside so he could 
continue his ironing but the 
pain refused to go away.

As luck would have it, 
he heard the voice of a lady 
selling ‘agbo’, a locally-made 
herbal mixture that is said 
to cure all manner of ail-
ments. He beckoned on the 
seller to draw nearer and, 
like a patient complaining 
to his doctor, he took time to 
explain how he was feeling.

The ‘agbo’ seller listened 
attentively, after which she 
mixed some concoction, 
poured it inside a transpar-
ent nylon and handed the 
‘prescription’ to her ‘patient’. 
Udechukwu, who was now 
sitting on a slab in front of 
his shop, gulped the liquid 
with so much faith and 
without a second thought.

“I take it anytime I have 
these excruciating pains; it 
takes care of it immediately 
especially when the ‘agbo’ 
is hot. Whenever I take it, I 
feel some heat in my system 
and this shows the ‘agbo’ is 
working very well,” he told 
BDSUNDAY.

You don’t have to look for 
too long before you see one 

of them passing by. They 
are common sights around 
motor parks, markets, road-
sides, bus stops and even 
residential areas, especially 
in Lagos. The women and 
girls carry a bucket contain-
ing several bottles of herbs 
firmly balanced on their 
heads. The men on the other 
hand move around with 
dried stick-like herbs stuffed 
inside small plastic bottles. 
They all go by one name, 
‘agbo’, and they are said to 
cure all conceivable diseases.

The men who always 
hover around motor parks 
do more marketing moving 
from bus to bus explaining to 
those who care to listen the 
importance and efficacy of 
their goods and how best to 
use them for maximum re-
sults. The women and girls, 
unlike the men, are not re-
stricted to certain areas; they 
move around without utter-
ing a word and only making 
stops when called. Just like 
garri that needs no advert, 
it’s quite obvious judging 
from the frequency with 
which people stop them for 
patronage that their product 
needs no introduction. 

The frequency with 
which Nigerians consume 
locally-made herbal mix-
tures leaves a lot to be imag-
ined. Why the increased 
patronage? Are these mix-
tures more effective than 
conventional drugs? And, 
more importantly, are they 
safer?

Contrasting views on 
‘agbo’

“I was trained with ‘agbo’, 
so it’s something I’m used to 
and my entire family takes 
it now but as a preventive 
measure. I can’t remember 
going to see a doctor for a 
long while because I try to 
drink ‘agbo’ at least thrice a 
week,” said Oladele Rilwan, 
an auditor in Lagos.

Gbolagan Ikumapayi, an 
unemployed graduate, said 
though bitter, ‘agbo’ is better 
than drugs or injections.

“My mum was diabetic, 
she took ‘agbo’ and it worked 
for her. I take it once in a 
while to cleanse my system. 
Because of that, I hardly fall 
sick,” said Ikumapayi.

“Sometimes when Eng-
lish medicine is not giving 
me results, I switch to ‘agbo’ 
and I feel better. I take it only 
when the drugs I’m given are 
not working well,” said Ben-
jamin Karo, a police officer.

Adebambo Adenrele, 
a banker, believes ‘agbo’ is 
highly effective and said he 
takes it a lot but always sticks 
to the prescription because 
the dosage cannot be de-
termined like the orthodox 
medicine.

“So it’s good to listen well 
when you are given pre-
scriptions and do as you are 
told. You will get results, it’s 
that simple,” he said.

“Some use bad plants or 
dirty water. I will advise 
anyone who wants to drink 
‘agbo’ to learn how to make 
them; it’s easy and the leaves 
and roots are cheap,” Ngozi 
Azike, a NAFDAC staff, said.

Cyril Maduekwe, an es-
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tate surveyor said he sees 
people buying it a lot and 
keeps wondering why they 
have to drink it every time.

“I heard it’s very good 
but I can never drink what I 
don’t know what it is made 
from or how they made it,” 
he said.

Chibuzor Amakwe, an 
MTN staff in Lagos, said 
she is very careful what she 
drinks.

“So someone by the road-
side or some unknown com-
pany offers you unverified 
herbs to cure all kinds of 
diseases and you buy it for 

yourself and loved ones? 
That’s so sick,” she said.

“I don’t drink it and I 
won’t even try it. I hear it 
cures malaria, excess sugar, 
gbogbotigbo, one drug that 
cures a thousand sicknesses. 
My life is not for experiment 
abeg, I no wan die yet. People 
buy it because it’s cheap 
and drink it every day. If it 
works, why drink it every 
day? Whether it works or 
not, I no wan try am,” said 
Martins Odunze, an insur-
ance marketer.

Chidiebere Odawu, a nat-
ural health therapist, warns 

against the consumption of 
local herbs.

“The problem with 
‘agbo’ is that those pre-
paring it do not engage in 
extensive research. What 
they know is based on 
what they saw their grand-
parents do and their dosage 
is not regulated. Plants 
have chemicals in them 
and when one drinks care-
lessly, it could have side 
effects and it’s known to 
affect the kidney, which 
is why we have so many 
kidney-related problems 
these days,” she said.

B
osch Group, a Ger-
man company that 
deals on consumer 
goods, building 

technology, energy and 
mobility, says it is lever-
aging on Nigeria’s huge 
population to deepen its 
presence in Africa.

The company made 
this revelation during its 
Power Tool maiden deal-
ers’ summit held in Lagos 
recently, where it show-
cased advanced technology 
equipment for both small 
and large-scale firms.

“Africa offers great 
potential for our business 
with Nigeria leading the 
pack as the biggest econo-
my in Africa. With more 
than 170 million people 
and an emerging middle 
class, doing business with 
Nigeria is a step in the right 
direction for us at Bosch 
Group,” said Benjamin 
Ofori, regional sales direc-
tor, Bosch Nigeria.

Delighted dealers and 
distributors at the event 
were taken around the 

tools exhibition area to 
view the various tools, 
where they had a one-to-
one session with The Bosch 
Group service support 
team discussing customer 
requirements and how 
they can further support 

them.
“The power tools dealer-

ship event is to underline 
the commitment of Bosch 
in Nigeria at building 
and fostering sustainable 
business relationship with 
customers and also build 

confidence of the brand in 
the market,” Ofori added.

Jan Mayer, head of 
sales, Bosch Power Tools, 
reiterated the company’s 
preparedness in partnering 
with the relevant agencies 
to eliminate fake imported 

products while working 
with distributors and deal-
ers to deliver genuine spare 
parts and tools.

“Our step towards con-
tent marketing starts with 
the dealers. We are all out 
to offer them the needed 
support to reach the end 
users. The critical stage is 
for us to inform the market 
about our presence in the 
market. We believe that 
our close working relation-
ship with relevant authori-
ties will help us boost the 
confidence the market will 
repose on us,” Mayer said.

“With over 80 years 
of operating through its 
distributors and dealers in 
Nigeria, The Bosch Group 
officially stamps its pres-
ence in Nigeria for dealers, 
partners and distributors.”

The global supplier of 
technology and services 
which opened its new 
sales and service outlet in 
Lagos recently promised 
to enhance its investment 
portfolio in Nigeria through 
provision of machinery for 
modern food and phar-
maceutical industries and 
building an automotive 
industry.

Ofori further said the 

power tools increase ef-
ficiency in output which 
leads to the overall growth 
of businesses.

“The Power Tools Divi-
sion stands for customer 
focus and great engineering 
progress and has recorded 
significant successes in 
innovation of power tools, 
power tool accessories and 
measuring tools,” he said.

To foster mutual 
exchange and learning be-
tween African executives 
and German companies, 
Bosch says it is offering a 
year scholarship to Junior 
African executives to com-
plete professional courses 
in Germany.

“We are committed 
to empowering young 
talent in sub-Saharan Af-
rica through our AFRIKA 
KOMMT programme 
which is engineered to-
wards empowering young 
budding African business 
leaders,” the company 
management said.

With offices in Algeria, 
Angola, Egypt, Kenya, 
Ghana, Morocco, Mozam-
bique and Tunisia, Bosch 
Nigeria has set a target of 
25 percent growth in turn-
over in 2016.

L-R: Rushi Garud, managing director, Seagle International Limited, Lagos; Albert Inyang, 
chairman, Bertola Machine-Tool Ltd, Lagos; Jan Mayer, head of sales, Bosch Nigeria, and 
Benjamin Ofori, regional director, West & Central Africa, Bosch at Bosch Power Tools press 
briefing recently in Lagos.
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Where is Orijin Zero?

G
uinness Nigeria 
may have adopt-
ed conservative 
approach in the 
marketing of its 

Orijin Zero, a non-alcoholic 
carbonated soft drink which 
it introduced in mid-March 
this year, as consumers have 
noted and expressed concern 
over  the lack of much shelf 
presence of the product com-
pared to other soft drinks in 
the market.

The multinational compa-
ny recently introduced Orijin 
Zero, which is a variant of its 
successful alcohol blend of the 
Orijin brand. The new drink 
came with a tagline “Rethink 
your soft drink”, as a market-
ing strategy to push its way 
into the competitive multi-
billion Naira carbonated soft 
drink market where Coke, 
Pepsi, LaCasera, Big Cola and 
others play.

Marketing analysts and 
some consumers noted that 
the product was introduced 
for those who don’t take alco-
hol but wondered the seem-
ingly absence of much com-
munication on the product 
as a strategy to push it to the 
market.

 “I don’t think the compa-
ny has made a good market-
ing drive for the take-off of 
the product as the product is 
not easily available in some 
stores when compared with 
other company’s brands,” Mike 
Nzeagwu, a marketing man-
ager based in Lagos said.

 Acknowledging that Orijin 
Zero came out from a well-
researched exercise, Nzeagwu 

believed that the company 
perhaps should have engaged 
in experiential marketing for 
market push and awareness. 
He described any attempt for 
the brand managers of Orijin 
Zero to leverage the success of 
mother Orijin as a marketing 
error, as the target audiences 
for both products are different.

An Ikeja-based marketing 
expert who prefers his name 
not mentioned said the soft 
drink is a nice brand extension 
product from Guinness “but 
the company needs to work on 
the product’s availability.” He 
also wondered why the com-
pany, which has good distribu-
tion channels for its array of 
products, is having a question 
on the distribution of Orijin 
Zero.

 Another analyst, Ejiro said 
the product which expands 
the soft drink market appeals 
to consumers who want that 
taste of bitterness, but without 
alcohol. He agreed that Guin-
ness has much to do on com-
munication about the product 
and its distribution.

 He said the immediate 
market acceptability of Ori-
jin brand with alcohol is yet 
to be extended to the Orijin 
Zero five months after it was 
launched into the market.

 When introduced in the 
market in 2013, the Orijin 
brand made an unprecedent-
ed impact on the Nigerian 
beverage industry, defining 
a category and reconnecting 
consumers with their age-long 
tradition of herbal drinks. The 
commercial success of Ori-
jin was coupled with several 
awards, including ADVAN 
Brand of the year and Market-
ing World Award for Market-

DANIEL OBI

D
igital TV company, 
StarTimes Nigeria, 
has  announced that 
it has acquired the 

media rights for International 
Champions Cup (ICC) on ex-
clusive basis in sub-Saharan 
Africa for the 2015 to 2019 
seasons and will beam the 
games live and exclusively to 
Nigerians from July 22 – Au-
gust 13.

“StarTimes football loving 
subscribers in Nigeria will yet 
again be treated to another 
fantastic rounds of pulsating 
football entertainment begin-
ning from Friday July 22, just 
as we did during the Copa 
America centenario and the 
European championship.

“ICC 2016 is the mini Cham-
pions League and ultimate 

Media Right: StarTimes broadcasts 
International Champions Cup live exclusively

sea, Manchester United, AC 
Milan, Inter Milan and Paris 
Saint-Germain who are all 
set to play 21 matches in Chi-
na, Australia and the United 
States.

 It would be exciting to see 
Jose Mourinho reignite bitter 
rivalry with Pep Guardiola in 
Manchester derby on Mon-
day 25 in China!Barca, Real 
Madrid, Chelsea, Inter Milan 
and Bayern Munich will do 
battle against one another in 
three different continents on 
Sat 30 June 2016!

ing Excellence in the Innova-
tion Category.

 According to the manag-
ing director, Guinness Ni-
geria Plc, Peter Ndegwa, “At 
Guinness Nigeria, we are 
known for our consistency 
in delivering great brands 
with ground-breaking in-
novations that give our con-
sumers unique experiences. 
Orijin Zero is a brand that 
is positioned to redefine the 
experience in the carbon-
ated beverage market as it 
is masterfully crafted with 
100% natural herb and fruit 
extracts, lightly carbonated 

with the unmistakable bit-
tersweet taste of Orijin – to 
re-awaken consumers to “re-
think their soft drink.”

The marketing & innova-
tion director, Guinness Nige-
ria Plc, Gavin Pike said Orijin 
Zero is a result of extensive 
consumer research. “With the 
introduction of Orijin Zero to 
the Orijin family, we want to 
continue to champion the re-
invention as a way of celebra-
tion of modern African life. 
Orijin Zero embodies all that 
is alive and exciting in today’s 
Africa,” Pike added.

 Competition in Nigeria’s 

Carbonated Soft Drink (CSD), 
market was recently strength-
ened with the entry of Big Cola 
from the stable of AJEAST Ni-
geria Limited, a subsidiary of 
AJE Group, a privately owned 
multinational beverage com-
pany, with headquarters in 
Peru and Spain.

 The product had entered 
Nigeria late last year with 65 
cl pet bottle at N90. For con-
sumers who are favourably 
disposed to quantity, market 
analysts said this develop-
ment started forcing a tilt to 
the new product. Immediately, 
the competition responded by 
increasing quantity.

 Marian Salzman et al in 
‘Harness the Power of Influ-
ence and Create Demand’ 
quotes Amy Finn, marketing 
strategist in San Francisco, 
as saying that buzz market-
ing as a term has evolved. “It 
used to mean anything the 
marketer does to make peo-
ple talk. It was about people 
on the streets, street teams 
and stunts. Now I think 
it means something more 
thoughtful and strategic than 
that. Buzz marketing is about 
creating strategic, compelling 
programmes that hit people 
emotionally and credibly. It is 
about creating relationships 
between people and brands 
that influence the choices 
they make and making them 
want to embrace the brand.”

For Orijin Zero, Guinness 
which has the strength and 
distribution network to com-
pete favourably in the soft 
drink market perhaps needs to 
go Pet bottle, engage consum-
ers vigorously through vari-
ous channels and thinker with 
quantity.

pre-season football tourna-
ment where the biggest clubs 
in the world would battle 
for glory.17 champion clubs 
would clash in 22 matches 
spread over 23 days in uncen-
sored soccer festival.

 Armed with exclusive 
broadcast rights, StarTimes 
World Football (channel 254) 
and Sports Focus(channel 
250) channels would wow 
subscribers with another 
top-class actions series from 
the top teams including FC 
Barcelona, Real Madrid, Chel-

... Guinness needs strong marketing drive for the product, say experts



Inside BoConcept’s world of affordable luxury

I
t is a cozy environment 
and the atmosphere 
is inviting and also 
enchanting. That is 
BoConcept’s world 

tucked away in the upscale 
Lekki Peninsula, Lagos. It 
is, by stretch of definition, 
a home where aesthetics, 
luxury, quality, comfort and 
convenience are on display.

“This is our little but 
cozy world.  What we offer 
here is affordable luxury 
and our idea of affordabil-
ity is that if you like good 
designs and high qual-
ity products and services, 
BoConcept is for there you. 
By luxury we also mean 
unique”, an aficionado tells 
BDSUNDAY during a visit 
to this home.       

To the aficionado, who 
did not want to be named, 
BoConcept is not just 
another furniture shop be-
cause it differs from others 
with its unique customer 
experience and its atten-
tion to detail coupled with 
beautiful and fantastic de-
signs that make it different.

This is, indeed, a home of 
luxury and both the story 
and experience are the same 
whether they are about 
sofas, bar stools, dining table 
and chairs, coffee table; read-
ing table, accessories such 
as lamps like chandeliers, 
pendants, table lamps, or the 
extendable and functional 
dining table.

An international brand 
from Denmark with pres-
ence in over 200 countries 
of the world, BoConcept 
enjoys a workforce that 
is moved by passion and 
persistence with common 
mission to make modern 
design furniture avail-
able to the urban-minded 
customer.

The company offers 
customised, coordinated 
and affordable design 
furniture and accessories. 
Its products are said to be 
customised because they 
can be fitted to the needs 
and dreams of custom-
ers. They are coordinated 
because the company takes 
a holistic approach to the 
development and design of 
its product range.

With only one store in 
Nigeria so far, the company 
is sure of a good market be-
cause “Nigerians are ready 
for good designs; they are 
ready for quality; people 
are travelling, getting 
aware and seeing quality. 
There is a lot of potential 
out there. We are focused 
on good quality design. We 
are not cutting corners; our 
designs are sharp; clean, 
neat and tidy.  A lot of at-

CHUKA UROKO

items that have to do with 
home and living includ-
ing wall systems,  chests 
of drawers,  media units,  
sideboards,   book-cases 
and  shelves for storing; sofa 
sleepers,  night stands, mat-
tresses, bedspreads, ward-
robes, and chests of drawers 
for sleeping,  and sofas, sofa 
accessories, sofa sleep-
ers, daybeds, armchairs, 
footstools, coffee tables and  
small tables for living.
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tention is paid to detail. We 
take our customers seri-
ously and they come first 
in all our considerations”, 
the aficionado assures

She believes that their 
products are for everybody 
who can afford it, stress-
ing that one of their strong 
points is the interior design 
services that they offer. 
“Our products are custom-
isable, meaning that you 
can get them in different 
fabrics and leather op-
tions. You can get different 
modules put together”, she 
said while conducting this 
reporter through the maze 
of luxury on display.

Explaining the interior 
services that they offer 
their customers, she said: 
“When a customer walks 
in and says he wants to 
buy a sofa, for instance, the 
question we ask is what 
kind of sofa does he want? 
We also try to find out 
the size of the space the 
customer has because the 
size of the space available 
to him determines the kind 
of sofa that he should take 
away. We try to do this in 
such a way that it suits the 
customer’s unique style”.

She disclosed that most 
of their products come 
“knocked down”, adding 
that they have local trained 

assemblers who assemble 
these products to suit the 
customers taste and style 
and assured prospective 
customers that they have a 
trend in which case what-
ever a customer gets from 
their store in Denmark, 
London or New York is the 
same as what he gets in 
Nigeria.

Prospective customers 
could visit this brand store 
located in Lekki Phase One 

in Lagos or any of their 
inspiration stores or studios 
around the world and get 
professional advice about 
their home interior.

BoConcept is very 
passionate about what 
they sell and take pride in 
achieving the best results 
for their customers, and 
they have skilled interior 
consultants who care about 
furniture and urban design; 
their design and prod-

uct knowledge can help 
customers make the best 
choices for their homes.

All their brand stores 
are situated at high traffic 
locations while their inspi-
ration stores are smaller 
stores located in easy-to-
reach central locations. Stu-
dios, inside other furniture 
stores, are located in most 
of the countries in which 
they have presence.

Also on offer are other 



Nigeria must first play it’s 
role before God’s visitation 
– Anglican Bishop

What informed the theme of the Syn-
od?

T
he theme for the first session of 
this year’s third Synod of Angli-
can Diocese of Osun North East 
is ‘Showers of Blessings’; text was 
taken from the Book of Ezekiel, 

telling us about the blessings of God. God 
promising Israel that in spite of the turbu-
lent times they were passing through that 
at the end of the tunnel there would be 
light; that there would be showers of bless-
ings. Actually, the thing is ironic consider-
ing the present situation we have in this 
country. People are groaning, people are 
suffering, especially we bishops and pas-
tors working in a local environment, we 
could feel the pains of the people, it’s so pal-
pable and what we need to give them is a 
ray of hope that what is happening today 
is not new, that was exactly what the Isra-
elites passed through in those days. They 
passed through a turbulent time, but God 
in His own mercy has always been giving 
message of hope telling them that they 
should not give up; that in spite of the tur-
bulent times they were passing through in 
Israel that He would bring down showers 
of blessings. But, in the expectations of the 
showers of blessings, they have their own 
parts to also play: that they must cooperate 
with God, so that when the rain is falling, 
their own is to make sure they are in align-
ment with God so that the effect of that 
rain can be felt properly in the land.

What are the lessons for Nigerians?

The Worshippers

Yes, the message I’m passing is that we 
should not lose hope, we should not give 
up, at the end of the tunnel there will be 
light, that we will come out of these woes. 
It’s sure; it’s certain, mans extremity has 
always been God’s opportunity. When it 
looks as if the future is so gloomy and clum-
sy, it is at that time that God will turn it into 
calm to the rescue of His own people. God 
has never abandoned his children, Chris-
tians are praying, we are crying unto God, 
we are not keeping mute and I believe that 
we are not serving a dead God. He listens 
to prayers and He will listen to us, and that 
is why I said there is a purpose God asked 
General Muhammadu Buhari  to come in at 
this time, It’s God’s own plan; God is work-
ing something out for Nigeria. My own 
message is that we should be patient, and 
we will see what God will do very soon.

What is your message to those in lead-
ership positions?

The message I have to leaders is that we 
should go back to God, we should be disci-
plined, we should go back to God’s discipline 
and we should go back to God’s law. When 
we talk of God’s discipline, it’s self-sacrifice, 
contentment, that whatever God has given 
us, we take it with a heart of appreciation 
and we should not be greedy. Our lead-
ers have been so greedy, self-centered and 
that should be out of their lives. So, we are 
admonishing our leaders to stop this act of 
greediness. It’s even madness the rate peo-
ple are embezzling money, how people are 
looting the treasury of the federation, the 

money that belongs to the citizens of the 
country, few individuals are taking it. And 
it cuts across ethnic boundaries: Yoruba, Ibo, 
Itsekiri, Hausa, all;  it’s out of selfishness and 
until we go back to God’s discipline, self-sac-
rifice, contentment, dignity of labour, obe-
dience to the word of the Lord, then it will 
take time before we come out of this mess. 
But if we can go back to God’s discipline 
and discipline ourselves, we live the word 
of God, it’s not just preaching or listening to 
message alone, we live it out to the glory of 
God. The two major religions- the lslam and 
Christianity- preach against corruption, 
the two religions abhor corruption, then 
what is our problem. We should go back to 
God’s discipline and make sure that we live 
our lives according to the principles of the 
kingdom. Once that is done, it will be well 
with the nation, and I mention it here about 
the fear of God. When we have that fear of 
God in our lives, when what is not ours we 
don’t take it because we know that God will 
ask us on the day of reckoning, the energy 
He has given us, the talent He has given us, 
the wealth He has given us, the position, the 
privileges, we will account for everything 
that God has given us. So, if you know that 
you are going to account for all these things, 
then we should live a life that is of discipline 
and we fear God in our day-to-day activi-
ties, that is just my own message.

Recently, there was a controversial 
hijab wearing in public schools between 
Christians and Muslims in Osun State 
which disrupted existing peace and edu-
cation. Has the contentious issue been re-
solved now and what does the Christian 
community in the state want from the 
government?

Yes, I must commend the governor in 
the area of infrastructural development. 
The governor is doing well; he is really 
transforming the state. But my advice to 
him is that he should not allow the Muslims 
to mislead his body language. What the 
Muslims are feeling is that this is their own 
time and this cannot help the state. They 
are thinking that since they have a Muslim 
governor now, it’s their own time as Mus-
lims to enjoy some so-called benefits from a 
Muslim leader. The governor is not a Mus-
lim leader; he is the governor of Osun State, 
the governor of all citizens in Osun State. So, 
until they get this right, we will continue to 
have problem and the governor should also 
show this in his attitude, in his utterances, 
in his behaviour, in his relationship, in his 
interaction, in his public speech, even in his 
look to the populace that he’s not a Muslim 
governor, he’s the governor of all the people 
of Osun State. When that is done, there is 
no problem and what is happening is all 
about politics. You will discover why are 
they now talking of hijab? Why are they 

now bringing hijab to the public schools? 
We are not saying that they should not put 
on hijab, but let them wear hijab in private 
schools where we have Muslims dominat-
ed schools but where we have Christian-
based schools that we don’t want them to 
use hijab. Hijab is completely religious. It’s a 
religious garment that shows the modesty 
from their own interpretation of the Mus-
lim. And then when you talk of education, 
education is quite different from what they 
are saying. If you want Western education, 
formal education, don’t bring religion into it, 
they are not going to Arabic school. If they 
want to wear hijab let them go and wear it 
in Arabic school. But, what we are saying 
now is that we have a template already. A 
judge in Lagos State delivered a judgment 
that should be the template: that uniform 
is part of the standard of every school and 
that they should have school uniform the 
government has said this is the type of 
uniform I want. Why now are we having 
all colours of hijab in our schools? So, they 
should go back to that judgment. But if you 
are saying it’s their fundamental human 
rights then they are looking for confusion, 
a state of chaos where everybody will do 
whatever he likes but to the glory of God, 
we have been praying and I feel that God is 
helping us out of the present problem and 
my advice to the Christians in the state is 
that they should not allow this distraction. 
It’s also a distraction from the devil. Our 
primary assignment is to evangelise, let us 
devote much of our time to evangelising 
the whole world, but at the same time, I’m 
saying that we are condemning in all rami-
fications the introduction of hijab in public 
schools. We don’t want it and we are reject-
ing it, it will not help. And it will not even 
help the educational development of Osun 
State; it’s another diversion that will not 
help anybody in the state.

Presently, Nigerians are enduring a 
harsh economic condition.  What do you 
think the Federal Government should do 
to ameliorate the hardship?

The first thing is that they should con-
tinue their intervention programme to 
states that have not been able to pay sala-
ries until the situation becomes normal. I 
know the APC has been claiming that they 
have programmes, palliative programmes 
like helping the poorest of the poor by 
giving them some money and also help-
ing the unemployed youths, I think that 
one is N5000, but I don’t think they have 
started to implement that, and if they are 
yet to implement they should harness it as 
soon as possible and they should not stop at 
that. Unemployment is at a high rate, they 
should find every possible means of solving 
unemployment in this nation.

It’s a gun-powder that when it explodes 
this country will be in big problem. The in-
surgence that we are having in the Niger 
Delta now by the Avengers is due to unem-
ployment, when people have a very good 
job to do, I believe that they will not take to 
arms; they will not take to thuggery, they 
will not take to robbery. It’s because there 
are no jobs; millions of students are coming 
out every year with no job everywhere. So, 
you can see the number of people enroll-
ing to secure the few spaces we have in our 
police force; so what they should do is to do 
everything possible to create massive em-
ployment for the youth.
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Rt. Rev. Humphrey Olumakaiye is the Diocesan Bishop of Osun North East, 
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion). Recently, the Diocese held its first 
session of the third synod at the Diocesan Headquarters, Otan-Aiyegbaju, 
Osun State with the theme ‘Showers of Blessings’. In this interview with 
SALAU SEYI JOHN, Olumakaiye spoke about the theme of the synod and, 
the recent controversy associated with the wearing of Hijab in public 
schools in the Osun, among other issues. Excerpts:



A 
writer and medical doc-
tor, Uzodinma Iweala 
reveals the secret be-
hind his considerable 
accomplishments.

It wasn’t so long ago that Uzodinma 
Iweala walked the streets of Cam-
bridge as a Harvard undergradu-
ate. In fact, while strolling through 
Harvard Square last fall, this time as 
a Radcliffe Institute fellow, he was 
offered help by a stranger who as-
sumed he was a freshman in need 
of direction. Iweala recalls thinking, 
“Yeah, 11 years ago.”

And what productive years they’ve 
been.

Iweala, who was an English and 
American literature and language 
concentrator as an undergraduate, 
began writing a novel for his thesis, 
under the tutelage of the celebrated 
Caribbean novelist Jamaica Kincaid. 
“I would go to her house and work on 
my book,” he says. “You couldn’t have 
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The self-inspired author

OBINNA EMELIKE asked for a better and more dedicated 
advisor.” That thesis—which would 
become the novel Beasts of No Na-
tion (HarperCollins, 2005)—garnered 
him a Hoopes Prize and the Dorothy 
Hicks Lee Prize for most outstanding 
thesis concerning African or African 
American literature. They would be 
the first in a long string of impressive 
awards for the novel.

But Iweala has accomplished much 
more than writing a book in the 
eight years since his graduation. 
Originally from Nigeria, he has vol-
unteered for a refugee office in the 
country’s Bauchi State; worked on 
public health issues in sub-Saharan 
Africa; advised the likes of Kofi An-
nan, Jimmy Carter, and Nelson Man-
dela as part of Virgin Unite’s Elders 
initiative; served as executive editor 
of Nigeria-based Farafina Magazine; 
and cofounded TSG Biofuels, a Ni-
gerian alternative-energy company. 
He also earned a medical degree at 
Columbia University’s College of 

Physicians and Surgeons and wrote a 
nonfiction book about Nigeria’s HIV/
AIDS crisis, Our Kind of People: A 
Continent’s Challenge, A Country’s 
Hope (HarperCollins, 2012). With his 
uncle, Iweala will soon launch Ven-
tures, the first pan-African business 
magazine.

For right now, though, Iweala is 
consumed with creative writing and 
ways of adapting it for a new media 
age. To that end, he is working on his 
next novel—set in Washington, DC, 
in the months leading up to a terror-
ist attack—and on two multimedia 
projects, one about Timbuktu and 
one about narratives of violence in 
post-conflict sub-Saharan Africa. 
“The way people approach informa-
tion and the creative narrative is 
changing,” he says. “So the challenge 
for me became how to create narra-
tives that appeal to people in this new 
paradigm.”

He is also still pushing his nonfic-
tion writing, playing with a style 

he likes to call “aggressively subjec-
tive nonfiction,” which emphasizes 
perspective or plays with time and 
memory. “As long as you’re clear 
about the subjectivity in your telling,” 
he says, “I think it gives more leeway 
to move the writing.”

Asked what drives him to do so 
much at once, Iweala good-naturedly 
jokes, “It’s all procrastination. I should 
be finishing the book.” Of course, if 
the writing thing doesn’t work out, 
he has that medicine gig as a fallback.

Iweala earned accolades in 2005 for 
“Beasts of No Nation,” a heartbreaking 
fictional tale about child soldiers in 
West Africa. Since then, he’s worked 
in New York on health policy related 
to sub-Saharan Africa and earned 
a medical degree from Columbia 
University. His just-released second 
book, “Our Kind of People,” is a nonfic-
tion work based on interviews Iweala 
conducted over four years with Nige-
rians dealing with HIV/AIDS.
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Arts Odion Ighalo stars in DStv Compact Live Your Dream campaign

M
u l t i C h o i c e N i g e r i a  h a s 
unveiled a brand new cam-
paign for the DStv Compact 
bouquet calledLive Your 
Dream and it featuresits 

latest brand ambassador, Odion Jude Ighalo.
The Live Your Dream campaign cel-

ebrates the passion, perseverance and 
determinationof Nigerians to achieve their 
dreams against all odds with Ighalo’s story 
as a perfect backdrop. The campaign uses 
Nigeria’s most loved sport and one of Af-
rica’s finest football exports to tell a story 
of hope and victory.

According to the General Manager, 
Marketing, MultiChoice, Martin Mabutho 
“Ighalo’s journey to football stardom has 
been a source of inspiration for many. His 
passion and performance in the game have 
made him well respected both home and 
abroad. As a brand, we are going down 
memory lane with Ighalo and will discover 
how he was able to live his dream from 
the streets of Ajegunle to the tables of the 
Premier League”, he said.

The full-fledged campaign that includes 
TV, Out-of-home, digital, radioand press 
adverts has officially been launched as a 
build up to the upcoming 2016/17 Premier 
League season.

“Subscribers on DStv Compact will have 
a chance to live their dream as well by 
watching all the Premier League gameson 

the Compact bouquet for only N6,000”, said 
Mabutho while highlighting the benefits of 
the campaign to subscribers.

Speaking further, Mabutho said “In the 
past couple of months we have revamped 
our Compact package; offering our subscrib-
ers more value. We recently added two 
new SuperSport channels SuperSport 11 
(DStv channel 231) and SuperSport 12 (DStv 
channel 232) dedicated to showcasing the 
Premier League and La Liga respectively, 
as well as the broadcast of the recently con-
cluded Euro 2016 matches at no extra cost. 

D
uring the week, the Royal 
African Society (RAS), Britain’s 
leading African organisation 
with global reach, hosted an 
event entitled “Japan & Africa: 

A new kind of relationship?” in association 
with the Government of Japan. 

The event, which held in central London 
highlighted a quiet revolution: the fact that 
the African continent is moving from aid 
reliance to self-sustainability with sup-
port from Japan and other development 
partners. It was also a pre-cursor to the 6th 
Tokyo International Conference on African 
Development (TICAD VI), which will be 
held in Nairobi, Kenya from August 27-28, 
2016, the first ever TICAD summit to be 
held in Africa.

The event featured two renowned 
practitioners in the field of international 
development, discussing the future of Af-
rica.  Akihiko Tanaka, professor at Univer-
sity of Tokyo and former, president, Japan 

Japan, Africa form a new  relationship

International Cooperation Agency (JICA), 
appeared in conversation with Charles O. 
Boamah, CFO/ vice president, African De-
velopment Bank. 

Professor Tanaka believes that African 
countries will become invaluable to Japan 
in the coming decades, as growing business 
partners with huge market potential.

“Thanks to the tremendous efforts on 
the part of our African partners, economic 
performance in Africa has been great over 
the last 10 to 15 years. Based on such perfor-
mance, on the part of Japan, we would like 
to deepen our consultations so that we are 
able to find mutually beneficial approaches.

“In the next meeting in Nairobi, we have 
to agree on a continuation of what has been 
successful and what are needed. This means 
we need to continue to emphasize devel-
opment in new infrastructure including 
energy, electricity and continued emphasis 
in agriculture in Africa.”

“We need to strengthen the trend of Af-

rican development in the first decade of the 
21st Century – improving human capacity, 
developing infrastructure and encouraging 
the private sector to increase investment. To 
do this, we need to improve efforts to deal 
with the decline in prices of primary prod-
ucts like oil; strengthen primary healthcare; 
and tackle the forces of violent extremism 
which have spread to parts of Africa”, Profes-
sor Tanaka said.

  During his remarks, he spelled out his 
four-point plan for Africa, which included: 
sustainable growth  with insistence that 
what is consumed in Africa should be 
produced in Africa, inclusive development 
that buttressed the importance of economic 
infrastructure, good governance as an accel-
erator of growth, and security; although the 
number of civil wars have decreased, people 
are still at risk from terrorism and violence.

 Charles Boamah said: “The priorities 
must be: to light up and power Africa, tack-
ling the energy deficit; to feed Africa, look-
ing at the whole food chain and improving 
productivity in agriculture; to industrialise 
Africa, tackling its low contribution to 
industrial trade; to integrate Africa, improv-
ing intra-regional trade; and to improve the 
quality of lives of Africans, in terms of jobs 
and skills.

 “These must be done according to the 
principles behind TICAD – ownership and 
partnership. TICAD and Japan have always 
recognised that development starts with 
ownership of the process by Africans, with 
support from our partners and friends.”

 Japan has now maintained a commit-
ment to promoting peace and stability in 
Africa through collaborative partnerships 
for over twenty years. The emphasis of this 
partnership has always been on African 
ownership of Africa’s future and ensuring 
that global commitments from the interna-
tional community are upheld.  

We believe that Ighalo’s endorsement will 
consolidate the expansion of our football 
offering on Compact while also heighten-
ing expectation of the upcoming Premier 
League season”, he said.

DStv Compact features some of the most 
exciting channels and programmes at a 
monthly subscription of N6,000. What’s 
more,DStv’s video on demand service, 
Catch Up, is now available to Compact sub-
scribers with an active Explora and PVR 
subscription, offering them so much more 
great content.

Red Mist Nigeria presents Liam 
Hemsworth, Woody Harrelson, 
others in “The Duel”

R
ed Mist Films, is set out to release 
into Nigerian cinemas another 
internationally acclaimed movie 
“The Duel” starring popular Holly-

wood actors Liam Hemsworth, Woody Har-
relson, Alice Braga, Emory, amongst others.

THE DUEL features Liam Hemsworth 
as a Texas Ranger who investigates a series 
of murders in a small town led by a charis-
matic preacher played by Woody Harrelson. 
However, the routine undercover investiga-
tion soon turns personal for the ranger who 
must solve the case before he loses every-
thing to the mysterious town. The thrilling 
movie will be released in Nigerian cinemas 
nationwide on August 12, 2016.

The 110 minutes long thriller movie, is 
the debut feature film of talented writer, 
Matt Cook directed by Kieran Darcy- Smith 
and produced by David Hobberman, Todd 
Lieberman, Adam Rosenfelt and Maureen 
Meulen.

Red Mist Films acquires high-quality, 
talent driven films for mainstream African 
audiences.

The company aims to bring unique and 
universal stories that thrill the audience 
with promises to keep the flag running as it 
pushes frontiers to deliver the best of qual-
ity movies to Nigerian audiences.

 

How I sold my car in 24 
hours with OLX - Wosu

D
ue to a turbulent economy, 
people are more willing than 
ever to get rid of items they 
no longer need by selling 
them to earn extra income. 

To make selling more convenient, quicker 
and safer than ever , OLX.com.ng recently 
launched a premium product, D.I.F.M (Do 
it for Me) where OLX Champs who are 
sales experts manage the entire selling 
process on the site from posting the item 
to closing the deal.   This service is address 
the needs of users who have no time to 
post and meet with potential buyers.

Akachi Wosu, a staff of FIRS Lagos, 
recently sold his car on the platform us-
ing the OLX D.I.F.M (Do it for Me) service. 
Wosu stated that he had successfully 
used the platform for the past two years 
to buy items, but it never occurred to him 
to sell his car on the site until he had made 
several unsuccessful attempts trying to 
sell it through personal contacts and his 
mechanic. “I had decided to take it off the 
market before my wife insisted that we 
book an OLX Champ for assistance”.

Wosu added that he was a bit skeptical, 
but contacted the Champ who assisted 
him in not only posting the car on the site, 
but also suggested the best price to sell 
his vehicle. ‘Within 24 hours after the ad 
went live, the Champ informed me that 
he had a serious buyer and the deal was 
completed in a matter of hours’.

Wosu said his experience with the 
Champ was seamless, and commended 
OLX on being innovative and meeting 
the needs of busy executives like himself 
who are concerned about their safety and 
do not have time to take calls from buyers. 
He also encouraged people to use OLX, 
especially the D.I.F.M service because it 
is very convenient, quick and hassle-free.
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Book Title: How They Started: Innovative Nigerian Brands

Review by:  Apeh Omede

E
ntrepreneur-
ship has be-
come a major 
buzzword in 
Nigeria, and 

that is not for nothing. 
Most of us are aware 
that youth unemploy-
ment has gone beyond 
just an economic prob-
lem to also become a 
social problem. The is-
sues of pipeline vandal-
ism, terrorism, thuggery, 
electoral violence, kid-
napping and sectional 
agitations are hugely 
due to the fact that these 
young ones (majority of 
them graduates) are not 
properly engaged.

Those clamouring for 
entrepreneurship have 
also come up with dif-
ferent approaches for 
tackling this, the most 
notable of them being 
skill acquisition. Kachi 
Ogbonna has, however, 
done something com-
pletely different. As 
much as he believes in 
entrepreneurship and 
skill acquisition, his new 
book, How They Started, 
argues that the solution 
to unemployment in Ni-
geria must begin with a 
fundamental mind shift. 
The author believes that 
Nigerian youths are tal-
ented enough to tap into 
the numerous opportuni-
ties that exist in the coun-
try, but they must first of 
all believe that they can. 
They must first accept 
that those opportunities 
are there because, ac-
cording to him, no one 
can feature in a future 
that he cannot picture.

The author is an entre-
preneurship and youth 
consultant. From his 
many years of mentor-
ing young entrepreneurs 
and growing start-ups, he 
discovered that the ‘en-
titlement mentality’ and 
the ‘blame game’ have 
become about the biggest 
hindrance to the realiza-
tion of the full potential 
of Nigerian youths. He 
insists that everyone is 
ultimately responsible 
for his or her own success 
or failure.

The author argues 
that the solution to grad-
uate unemployment in 
Nigeria is not rocket sci-
ence. He maintains that if 
the universities can focus 
more on how to produce 
job creators rather than 
job seekers, then unem-

ployment would soon 
become an issue of the 
past. He insists that each 
problem in this country 
provides a great business 
opportunity for those 
who are willing to add 
value to the society.

In showing how Ni-
geria has always been 
a land of opportuni-
ties, the author traces 
how businesses that 
started decades ago are 
still waxing strong. He 
also gives examples of 
how other businesses 
that were launched just 
about four years ago 
have grown to become 
multinationals today. He 
profiles 25 innovative 
brands cutting across 
different sectors includ-
ing technology, the in-
ternet, entertainment, 
learning and develop-
ment, manufacturing, 
restaurants, health and 
transportation. Through 
these, he shows that op-
portunities abound in 
almost every sector of 
the Nigerian economy. 
His efforts in securing 
one-on-one interviews 
with the founders of 
these brands also go a 
long way to validate the 
information in the book. 
Each of the founders 
shares his own unique 
experience of what it 
takes to start, the chal-
lenges faced and how 
they handled them, 
how they funded their 
businesses and, most 
importantly, every one 
of them has words of ad-
vice for aspiring entre-
preneurs.

This book couldn’t 
have come at a better 
time than a period when 
the Nigerian economy 
has plummeted to an in-
credible low. It couldn’t 
have been more appro-
priate than at this time 
when the National Bu-
reau of Statistics (NBS) 
recently reported that 
4.3 million jobs were lost 
in just 10 months. Maybe 
that is just a mere coinci-
dence, yet government 
and citizens alike will 
benefit immensely from 
the latent force of possi-
bilities the book ignites as 
we seek to drag ourselves 
out of the present mess.

Perhaps for the first 
time, someone has em-
barked on the important 
task of documenting 
how Nigerian brands 

One book, two reviews

E
very govern-
ment in Nigeria 
in the past few 
decades has had 

to battle with the chal-
lenge of unemployment 
without much evidence 
of success yet. In fact, it is 
safe to say that of all the 
challenges that are fac-
ing Nigeria as a country 
today, unemployment is 
top on the list. Govern-
ments at various levels, 
private establishments 
as well as individuals 
have adopted different 
approaches as a remedy 
to this.

Kachi Ogbonna’s ap-
proach is somewhat dif-
ferent. For him, not only 
is entrepreneurship the 
solution to unemploy-
ment, he also argues that 
Nigeria is the best place 
to start and run a suc-
cessful business in the 
world. This, obviously, is 
contrary to the general 
opinion that businesses 
cannot thrive in a place 
like Nigeria. His book, 
How They Started, is 
therefore a detailed re-

search which presents 
an empirical proof that 
it has been done suc-
cessfully in Nigeria be-
fore and that it can be 
repeated even now.

The author is an en-
trepreneurship consul-
tant. He has established 
different businesses and 
today helps many uni-
versities to develop an 
entrepreneurial mindset 
in their students. He is 
also committed to help-
ing startups grow.

The author argues 
that the solution to grad-
uate unemployment in 
Nigeria is not rocket sci-
ence. He maintains that 
it is first of all a matter 
of mindset and orienta-
tion. He maintains that 
if the young people can 
look inwards to dis-
cover the latent poten-
tials within them and 
attempt to match them 
with the various prob-
lems they see in their 
surroundings with the 
aim of offering solutions 
and adding value, they 
would have succeeded 
in creating businesses 
with or without govern-
ment’s special support.

In showing how Ni-
geria has always been 
a land of great oppor-
tunities, the author 
traces businesses that 
started as far back as 
the immediate post-
independence era and 
still waxing strong to-
day, down to those that 
were launched in 2012 
and have grown to be-
come multinationals in 
less than four years. The 
author’s ability to group 
the 25 brands featured 

started in a country 
where there is little or no 
regard for history (by the 
way, I heard History has 
been removed from the 
secondary school curric-
ulum) and credible data is 
difficult to come by. May-
be not for the first time, 
but in a very unique way, 
someone has told the sto-
ry of the best of Nigeria.

It is difficult not to ap-
preciate the difficulty the 
author must have passed 
through before the selec-
tion of these 25 brands 
out of the 150 companies 
that he reported to have 
researched. But I am cer-
tain that these 25 brands 
are not the only success-
ful, no matter how you 
look at it. Also, the fact 
that no company from 
the agricultural sector 
was featured means that 
the book is still a work in 
progress. I expect to see 
another edition of the 
book possibly dedicated 
to just the big brands in 
the banking and oil and 
gas sectors.

In my opinion, this 
book provides a very 
good roadmap for pro-
ducing a new genera-
tion of entrepreneurs 
who will run the up-
coming global brands 
with roots in Nigeria. I 
wholeheartedly recom-
mend this book to both 
the federal government 
and National Universi-
ties Commission (NUC) 
as a manual for practical 
entrepreneurial studies 
across our higher institu-
tions.

Review by Adejoro 
Cornelius

into sectors (eight sec-
tors in all) shows that 
opportunities abound in 
almost every sector of 
the Nigerian economy.

It is probably just a 
coincidence that this 
book was released at 
roughly the same time 
that Nigeria is passing 
through what can be 
described as the big-
gest economic decline 
since independence. 
The price of crude oil 
has fallen in the in-
ternational market, 
the Nigerian currency, 
the naira, has depreci-
ated significantly in 
value, investors are 
leaving, companies are 
retrenching with reck-
less abandon and with 
the obvious need to 
diversify the economy 
and also reduce impor-
tation, I am forced to 
say that if government 
and those that run our 
universities are any 
serious about ending 
graduate unemploy-
ment, then they must 
find a way to liaise with 
Nigerians in the mould 
of the author of this 
book and also adopt it 
as a practical entrepre-
neurship manual for 
building entrepreneur-
ial universities.

It is difficult not to 
commend the author’s 
liberality and unbiased 
selection of the featured 
brands. However, the 
more he attempts to lay 
down the criteria for 
the selection, the more 
we are forced to ask 
whether there are the 
only 25 brands that met 
those criteria. Yet, it is 
impossible for me not to 
recommend this book 
to all entrepreneurs, as-
piring entrepreneurs 
and indeed everyone 
that seeks to contribute 
in growing the nation’s 
economy through en-
trepreneurship. Let me 
also add that every un-
dergraduate deserves to 
have a copy of this book 
before leaving the four 
walls of the university.

Author: Kachi Ogbonna; Imprint: Lagos: MiH Consulting Limited, 2016; Pagination:  252; ISBN:  9789789498260

The author traces businesses 
that started as far back as the 
immediate post-independence 

era and still waxing strong 
today
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Weizo 2016: A fresh breath for 
West African travel, tourism

I
magine a region with 300 
million people spread 
across 15 countries, 40 
airports and yet no hub, 
no integration. There 

used to be eight flights everyday 
from Lagos to Accra. Today, we have 
only two flights, and the situation 
makes it difficult for people to move 
around within the West African 
region. We want the situation to 
change, we want Africans to travel 
within their region and the conti-
nent at large, seamless movement 
will promote trade integration, cul-
tural exchanges and peace. This is 
the rationale for Accra Weizo and 
also why we themed it once again, 
Seamless Travels in West Africa”, 
Ikechi Uko, CEO, Akwaaba African 
Travel Market, orgainsers of Accra 
Weizo 2016, said at his opening re-
marks at the one-day travel event.

The above statement set the hall 
on fire at La Palms Beach Hotel, Ac-
cra, Ghana; venue of the one-day 
travel show.  It also set the panel of 
discussants of the many sessions of 
the event on their toes.

Leading the first session on ‘West 
Africa as a Single Destination’ some 
of the continent’s travel and tour-
ism experts, including: Nkereuwem 
Onung, president, Nigerian Asso-
ciation of Tour Operators (NATOP), 
Carmen Nibigira, regional coordina-
tor, East Africa Tourism Platform 
(EATP),Bankole Bernard, president, 
National Association of Nigeria 
Travel Agencies (NANTA),  and 
Tour Operators Union of Ghana 
(TOUGHA).

The session moderated by Eb-
elechukwu Enemchukwu, Mrs. 
United Nations Nigeria, saw the 
travel experts tackling the chal-
lenges that make seamless travels 
in the region difficult, proffering 
solutions and urging participants 
and stakeholders for action and 
collaborations in achieving seam-
less travels, facilitate better trade 
integration and exchanges that will 
boost the region’s destination offer-
ings across the globe.

Nkereuwem Onung, president, 
Nigerian Association of Tour Op-
erators (NATOP), cited instances 
with the successes of the Regional 
Tourism Organisation of Southern 
Africa (RETOSA) and East African 
Tourism Platform, which according 
to Onug, who is also the managing 
director, Remlords Tours, have fur-
ther boosted cultural exchanges, 
trade integration, air connectivity 
and economies of the regions.

“In these two regions, Kenya and 
South Africa are leading the smaller 
countries. Nigeria needs to rise up as 

a country to pilot and engineer the 
one for West Africa to work,  else it 
is not going to work because every 
other country in the region looks up 
to Nigeria to pioneer the seamless 
travel campaign and the time to do 
that is now”, Onug explained.

In the same view, Bankole Ber-
nard, president of NANTA, toed 
same line with Onug. Bernard dis-
closed that thousands of jobs across 
the region are at risk if the stakehold-
ers do not collaborate as one no mat-
ter the country, and the organization 
to get people of the region and busi-
nesses in the region to exchange and 
present common front.

“If 10 million of the region’s 300 
million people decide to do business, 
travel and spend their money within 
the region, nobody will be talking 
about outbound travel,  regional 
routes will become viable and the 
pressure on local currencies, espe-
cially Naira will ease off because 
there is traffic and exchanges going 

on within and not outside”, Bernard 
said.  

However, the session took a new 
turn when Carmen Nibigira, re-
gional coordinator, East Africa Tour-
ism Platform (EATP), challenged 
the West African quest for one 
destination and seamless travel 
within the region with her insight-
ful unveil of how the EATP works. 
She enumerated the achievements 
so far, challenges and commitments 
of member countries to make the 
platform work.

“Today, member countries of 
EATP enjoy single tourist visa, free 
border movement for tourism ser-
vices, tourism destination portal, 
joint tourism marketing committee 
budget, joint roadshows, among 
others. West Africa should work 
on its immigration reforms, opens 
skies policy, improve on road and 
air infrastructure to facilitate ease of 
movement and common destination 
goal”, she urged.

To ensure seamless travel and 
integration, she further urged the 
West African region to share infor-
mation, promote harmonized stan-
dards and codes of conduct of tour-
ism facilities and services, promote 
and intra and inter regional tourism 
marketing approach among others.   

Tackling air connectivity and 
airport infrastructure challenges, 
Chike Ogeah, vice chairman, SAH-
COL, enumerated the feats of the 
Nigerian-based SAHCOL, espe-
cially efforts at improving airport 
infrastructure and air connectivity 
within the West African region.

“We are looking at the West 
African market, we want to start a 
new operation in Liberia, and also 
planning to come and complement 
what they are doing here in Ghana.”

For the regional air connectivity 
to work, starting from Nigeria, Oge-
ah called for the institutionalization 
of some good policies and reforms in 
the aviation sector.

Mohamed Kwajaffa from the 
Nigerian regional office of South 
African Tourism, also took the au-
dience on the strategy that worked 
for the apex South African tourism 
body and also encouraged the west 
African region to organize itself, 
collaborate and reach out to people 
within, build traffic  to its numerous 
destination offerings.

The well-attended event was 
grace by travel and tourism com-
panies and organistaions across 
Africa including; Ethiopian Airlines, 
Emirates Airlines, African World 
Airlines, Cross River State, SAHCOL, 
La Palms among others. Top among 
the highlights of the one-day event 
included: enthralling performance 
by the Carnival Calabar band, and 
presentation of awards to distin-
guished recipients of the Balafon 
Awards.

Representative of Emirates Air-
lines was on hand to receive the 
Best International Airline in Ghana 
Award, so also Henok Tefferra, 
managing director, Asky Airlines, 
who was honoured as the Aviation 
Personality of the Year West Africa.

Other recipients of the Balafon 
Awards include: Muneer Alade, 
Aviation Personality of the Year Ni-
geria, while the biggest award; West 
African Tourism Man of the Year 
West Africa went to Ben Ayade, the 
governor, Cross River State, Nigeria.

Speaking on the success of the 
second edition of Accra Weizo, 
Uko thanked all the companies that 
exhibited at the event, participants 
and stakeholders who gathered 
because of their passion to move 
the region forward. He promised 
to continue the discussion and ac-
tion plans in collaboration with the 
participants.

Travel

OBINNA EMELIKE

“



With the success of the Regional Tourism Organisation of Southern Africa (RETOSA) and East African Tourism 
Platform, Nkereuwem Onung, president, Nigerian Association of Tour Operators (NATOP) and chairman, 
Remlords Car Hire and Tour Services, tells Obinna Emelike in this interview that Nigeria needs to lead the 
West African region in order to achieve the seamless travel goal among other industry issues.
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 ‘Nigeria needs to pilot seamless travel, 
common tourism platform in West Africa’

Is seamless travel in West Africa 
possible?

Y
es, it is. Of course, seamless 
travel is not a new phe-
nomenon. It has worked in 
Southern and East Africa 
with the Regional Tourism 

Organisation of Southern Africa (RE-
TOSA) and the East African Tourism 
Platform (EATP) respectively. In these 
two regions, Kenya and South Africa 
are leading the smaller countries. Nige-
ria needs to rise up as a country to pilot 
and engineer the one for West Africa 
to work, else it is not going to work 
because every other country in the 
region looks up to Nigeria to pioneer 
the seamless travel campaign and the 
time to do that is now.

If it is by numbers, East Africa as 
a region has 160 million people, and 
Nigeria as a country has 180 million 
people. So, if it works, it benefits the 
country more.  But all the stakehold-
ers in Nigerian tourism and travel 
industry need to collaborate for it to 
work. Its success in the country will 
determine how far it will work across 
the West African region.

 The fact that seamless travel is not 
in place, the advantages of the linkages 
we would have utilized are lost. It is 
time we seize from being market to 
everybody, because right now Nigeria 
is market to everyone, even then as 
it is now with the foreign exchange 
troubles, less people will leave for this 
year summer, because of the effect of 
all these things happening in Nigeria.

If encouraged, will seamless travel 
impact on inbound tourism?

Yes, especially now that outbound 
destinations are very expensive. In 
response to the current economic re-
ality in the country, Nigerians should 
begin to travel within the country and 
that is the way forward. That is why 
we need to have this balance, let us be 
fair to everyone in all. We do not need 
a country where things are heating up, 
we do not need to heat up the polity, it 
is not necessary.

We have finished elections over a 
year now, sadly the issue of rivalries, 
party versus party are still on. Rather 
they should be handled and resolved 
now in matured ways.

Nigerians need peace with all 
our constituents, all the people that 
make up the country, we need peace. 
Whether we like it or not, we still 
need to congratulate Cross River state, 
because nobody has done better, there 
is no product here now which you 
can say is above Carnival Calabar. So, 
when they say the governor has won 
the tourism personality of the year for 
Nigeria and West Africa, he deserved 
it, that is for the state.

Do see solutions for the airlines 
soon?

The problems with the airlines have 
to be solved. It is not even necessary if 
things were done on time and in order. 
Beyond that, we have visa issue, and 

it has to be solved. You heard what is 
said here about our airports. We are 
congratulating Ghana on their airport; 
we need to sit up so that Ghana does 
not become the hub in West Africa, or 
else Nigerians will start moving from 
Lagos to Accra before they fly out of 
the country. For me, let the stakehold-
ers of the industry sit up and reverse 
all the things that have gone wrong 
because we are going backward as 
a nation. For us as a private sector, is 
time to sit up, because from what we 
heard here today, tourism is driven 
by private sector, there has to be col-
laborations.

As well, we need to factor in the 
economics because travel is not just 
an adventure, it is serious business. 
There is an economics attached to it, 
there is GDP, what is the effect of every 
action today on tourism. Nigeria has 
not been in any travel expo in the last 
three years and that means nobody is 
promoting Nigeria. Yet, we have issues, 
the Niger Delta problems and all that. 
So, you cannot manage the image like 
this. We are actually on a backward 
trend. Tourism is one area I think that 
government should rise up and make 
it work. Tourism policies need to be 
strengthened. I keep saying that people 
who are knowledgeable should be put 
in positions to run things in tourism.

What is the way out?
The solution lies with the govern-

ment. It is leadership, and the president 
does not understand the business. So, 
he should get people that understand 
the business and listen to them. We 
are talking about the economy, did 
the economy just failed by itself, it 
is shrinking from different ends. If 

the airlines are pulling out, is it not 
the economy that is shrinking? The 
economy is shrinking from every-
where; we keep talking, talking, when 
these airlines leaves, people will lose 
jobs. For withholding 40 percent of the 
foreign airline money, they are going 
to take it back from us as Nigerians. 
I am talking about the business I am 
doing now. Fuel has increased, but I 
have not increased my fees, but I am 
still doing it. Nigeria is declining and it 
needs to be saved.

Is there fear of losing 300,000 jobs 
if the foreign airlines leave?

Yes, this is what happens, until 
Nigeria becomes a leisure destination, 
you are not going to feel the impact.         
It still affects travel agencies because 
they are outbound, because they are 
buying tickets, they are going to lose. 
It will affect the outbound because less 
people are going to travel. I went to 
South Africa and they are complaining 
that by now Nigerians used to be ev-
erywhere there, but they cannot find 
them anywhere there. That means 
there is something happening. So, it 
does not just affect travel agencies, it 
also affects tour operators too. Even 
though they are not doing inbound, 
travel agencies are do outbound and 
the outbound people who go on tours 
use tickets. So, both travel agencies and 
tour operators are affected if airline 
leave the country and many jobs will 
be lost.

What is the collaboration between 
NANTA and NATOP?

We are supposed to sign the Memo-
randum of Understanding, MoU here 
in Accra Weizo. The MoU is ready and 
will be signed soon. You are talking 

about private sector, but if you have a 
private sector that does not represent 
the private sector, like the one we 
have right now, there is going to be a 
problem. So let us start working now. If 
we get NATOP, NANTA together and 
probably get the hotel people, HOFA 
together, we begin from there, once 
the meeting has major stakeholders, 
we can go somewhere with it. If we 
are talking about private sector, you 
cannot even imagine the amount of 
work the East Africans did.  I have 
the RETOSA agreement, the stage 
by stage agreement, what they did 
in six years to put them together as 
RETOSA, now they are harmonising. 
The issue of classification of tourism 
assets, for example when you say Five 
Star Hotel, it has to be Five Star Hotel. 
You were members of the Balafon 
Award Committee, you heard when 
the issue came up why all the three 
best hotels in West Africa are Nigerian 
hotels, you know why the argument, 
because the issue of uniformity in 
hotel classification is not there, that is 
what we need. 

The argument was hot especially 
our Ghanaian counterparts who said 
we cannot tell them that the top three 
hotels in West Africa are Nigerian 
hotels. Even at that, I have to go to 
Movenpick here in Ghana to ask them 
their problems, they are operating 
without their community, they said 
they can make their money without 
their community; even Labadi Hotel 
has a good product. So, we cannot stay 
in one country and judge the hotels 
and products in another country. We 
need to drop our pride if we are going 
to do a West African seamless thing.  
You have to approach them from a 
point of collaboration and not a point 
where we want to dominate them, 
because if you do that, they will stay 
off from you. Like Carmen Nibigira 
who is coordinating the East African 
platform is not even from Kenya. 

But she is writing to the Kenyan 
tourism board and telling them to 
show her figures, that if this happens, 
that is going to happen, because these 
guys really have domestic tourism. 
Ours now is that Nigeria should not 
even lose money because before you 
do this thing, what is the statistics, and 
Nigeria cannot even do that. Now we 
held back $575 million belonging to the 
airline and 40 percent of that amount 
is lost by the reason of increase in your 
exchange rate and some of the airlines 
left and some say they are not leaving. 
Instead, they now go to the GDS and 
adjust the figures.  So, a ticket of N300, 
000 now sells for N600,000, and who 
is paying for it, Nigerians. Even if that 
is going to force people to travel only 
in Africa, they are still going to spend 
dollars outside Nigeria. My Europe 
cab partner, a French man came last 
year and stayed in Ibis Hotel. Ibis is 
N30,000 per night and he paid $180 
or $200 dollars. 

Nkereuwem Onung
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Wonder spots for summer 
vacation this season

S
ummer is here again and 
there must be a lot of heads 
debating on where to go and 
have a good time with their 
loved ones, where to go and 

eat new fresh cuisines, where to go 
relax, to see some beautiful scener-
ies, wildlife animals and recreational 
centers

 While considering a pleasant and 
less tiring journey, then you have 
come to the right place.

 Let’s start with Indianapolis, In-
diana in USA. This is where people 
come to have a great time while 
eating all they can eat. It’s a journey 
of 12 hours. 

There are nice affordable hotels 
like the four stars Hyatt regency 
hotel that offers good services while 
providing you with the basic ameni-
ties or you could try the Microtel Inn 
& Suites by Wyndham Indianapolis 
airport where kids of 17 and below 
can stay without paying.

 The city is known for their no-
table building, national profiles with 
innovative menus that aren’t ambi-
tiously overpriced, so you could buy 
out Marrow’s (fried tandoori chicken 
and cucumber wakame salad), 
Milktooth’s (killer breakfast dishes; 
locally roasted tinker coffee) for a 
quick orientation of the city’s best.

 Ethiopia is another major place 
for a summer vacation which is of-
ten not considered but most people 
that have gone there have testimo-
nies to tell of the place.

 If you are jealous of your friends 
who have been traveling to various 
places for the vacation, then you 
can payback by staying at the five 
month old limalimo lodge in the 
Simein Mountains of Ethiopia and 
come back with stories of tracking 
colobus and vervet monkeys in the 

surrounding wilderness.
 The trip may sound long but 

the new Ethiopian airline provides 
nonstop flights between Newark 
and Addis Ababa which helps out 
travel time.

 New Zealand is a place to visit if 
you are running away from the sum-
mer heat, as our summer is their win-
ter. If you love seafood, then you can 
pay a visit to the south Island which 
is a haven for food lovers. The rugged 
island also has a north-eastern penin-
sula famous for its’ white and golden 
sand beaches that frame magnificent 
coastal scenery and forests perfect for 
days of exploration.

 Kaplankaya, Turkey is not too far 
from your native home if you don’t 
want to go too far. It is a journey of 
approximately 5hrs, 30 min from 
anywhere in Nigeria.

 Maui, Hawaii is a great place 
for the lovers of beaches, cultural 
dances, hiking, surfing and a hot sun 
to tan your skin as it’s a place known 
for its’ dry weathers .

 While having a good time, you 
could also take a cooking class at 
Chez Kilo to learn some new hai-
wain recipes. If you are also a lover 
of sea animals you can visit the pa-
cific whale foundation where you 
can see the whales and go on boat 
cruise, you could also be among their 
special events organized to prevent 
the extinction of the whales.

 Botswana is the best place this 
summer for going on a boat safari 
in the Okavango Delta as at this 
time the water levels are at their 
highest and elephants, giraffes, 
leopards and countless birds are 
most active.
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Muneer Bankole, managing director/chief executive, Med-View Airline Plc,  (left) receiving 
fromTourism Ambassador, Ikechi Uko, the “Aviation Personality of the year 2016 Nigeria.

Medview MD bags Aviation Personality 
of the year at 2016 Accra Weizo

M
uneer Bankole, Man-
aging Director/CEO of 
Medview Airlines, has 
bagged the Aviation Per-

sonality of the year 2016 in at the 
just concluded 2nd WEIZO Travel 
and Tourism conference and exhibi-
tion in Accra, Ghana.

 Presenting the award, the or-
ganiser of WEIZO, Ikechi Uko, com-
mended Bankole for his effort so far 
to reduce the pains of Nigerian trav-
ellers, who had been at the mercy of 
foreign airlines.

 Uko said Medview Airline’s 
strong presence in the aviation 
industry in Nigeria is what had 

endeared Bankole to travellers, 
who through online process voted 
him as the Aviation Personality of 
the year.

 He expressed delight that a Ni-
gerian carrier was championing 
the crusade to uplift the aviation 
industry.

 In his acceptance speech, Bankole 
thanked the organisers of WEIZO, 
and noted that the industry was un-
dergoing a metamorphosis, pointing 
out that from over 20 Air Operating 
Certificate (AOC), the industry was 
down to a one digit AOC.  

He said what keeps the airline go-
ing is dedication to duty in ensuring 
that travellers get the value for their 
money.

 Folegandros, Greece is an excep-
tional place to live out your Greek 
fantasy without the crowds. This 
place has all the great beaches, the 
simple but delicious tavern food, 
the epic sunset over the sea that you 
would expect from a Greek isle.

 Visit the ecological and folklore 
museum if you want something 
educative for your kids and if you 
aren’t scared of the under water sea 
then take a dive into the deep and 
blow your mind.

 St. Michaels, Maryland is a town 
located in USA, which is also famous 
for its fresh sea food and also have a 
taste of their wine while you are at 
it from the Saint Michaels Winery 
“WineTime” while visiting sites like 
the Chesapeake maritime museum “a 
nice little maritime museum” which 
would be fun with your kids.

IFEOMA OKEKE
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SundayTech
Data Diet: Five Easy Ways to Save Your Data

T
hings you should do 
right now to conserve 
your data.

 U n l i m i t e d  d a t a 
plans are so expensive 

that most of us have to live in fear 
of exceeding our monthly smart-
phone data allowance. But with 
these five simple tips for Android 
users to use less mobile data, you 
will never have to worry again. 

 1. Reduce the amount of data 
used by your Android mobile 
device or computer by turning on 
Chrome Data Saver Mode. From 
compressing web pages to remov-
ing images when loading a page on 
a slow connection, you’re able to 
save up to 70% more data.

 2. Offline YouTube videos and 
watch them as often as you like 
without using data or buffering 
each time with YouTube Offline.

CHIMA MICHAEL OLERU  3.    Whether it is your neighbor-
hood or a weekend getaway desti-
nation, there is a way to use Google 
Maps without using any data. 
Download an area of the world 
and seamlessly use Maps features 
like turn-by-turn navigation and 
access useful location information 
without a network connection us-
ing Google Maps Offline.

 4. Identify and remove data in-
tensive apps by going to Settings 
> Data Usage on your Android 
device. You may be surprised to 
see data being used by apps you 
hardly touch!

 5.    Disable auto-updating apps 
on your Android device by open-
ing Google Play and tapping the 
hamburger icon (three horizontal 
lines) on the top left of the screen. 
Go to Settings > tap Auto-update 
apps > select Do not auto-update 
apps or Auto-update apps over 
Wi-Fi.

JUMOKE AKIYODE

Mobile industry growth, traced to expansion of smartphone market

A 
study by Jumia on the striking 
evolution of the mobile industry 
in Nigeria, the imminent smart-
phone revolution and the profile 
of the 21st century mobile-savvy 

consumer shows that Nigeria will lead the 
way in terms of digital sophistication.

 Nigeria’s mobile industry has been 
leapfrogging, boosted by entry of global 
retailers as growth rate of mobile internet 
penetration more than double that of 
western countries. With the present GDP 
of about $510 billion and still growing, and 
a population that is expected to rocket, this 
is definitely where the mobile revolution is 
taking place.

According to the report released by Ju-
mia.com, Nigeria’s online retailer, this phe-
nomenal evolution of the mobile industry in 
Nigeria is being driven by the exponential 
growth of smartphone sales. Jumia noted 

in the report that it sold more smartphones 
in July 2015 than during the whole of 2013.

 “It is estimated that there are 30 per cent 
of smartphone users among the 140 million 
mobile subscribers and this share will only 
get bigger with national smartphone sales in 
Nigeria expected to rocket to 12 million be-
fore the end of 2015,” noted the white paper 
which was made available to BDSUNDAY.

 According to the report, smartphone 
acquisition in Nigeria has been driven by 
three factors. These include: Entry of new 
smart smartphone retailers into the Nige-
rian market, which resulted to a substantial 
price crash, thereby making it more acces-
sible to a larger segment of the population.

 Using the online retailer’s indices, the re-
port showed that that there was a drastic re-
duction in the average price of smartphones 
from about N55, 000 in 2013 to about N25, 
000 by the first half of 2015.

 The other factor is the competition 
which has multiplied significantly in this 
entry-level market with the introduction 

of smartphone retailers such as Infinix and 
InnJoo currently selling smartphones as 
cheap as N10, 000.

“Infinix and InnJoo both understood the 
need to target the entry-level market and 
to sell their phones through online plat-
forms. InnJoo entered the Nigerian market 
exclusively through Jumia while Infinix 
has repeatedly launched its smartphones 
in exclusivity with Jumia. This fierce com-
petition is driven by Jumia who has been 
pressuring the smartphone retailers to bring 
their prices down since its creation in 2012. 
Such competition can only lead the way to 
even better offers for the smartphone-savvy 
user,” said the report. 

The other driver of the mobile evolution 
is the youth population who the smart-
phone retailers in partnership with online 
retailers like Jumia strategically targeted 
with affordable smart devices.

The youth segment is an imperative 
for success in the Nigerian market as they 
represent 62.38 per cent of the population 
and are the most tech-savvy. According to 
an AT Kearney and Quartz Study released 
in 2014, Nigeria is 2nd after Brazil in the 
ultra-connected population ranking, as 66 
per cent of Nigerians are online at least once 
every hour and 20 per cent use internet at 
least 10 times a day.

This is a trend that is redefining how most 
businesses approach their marketing strate-
gies today and has been settling in rapidly 
into the Nigerian landscape.

As the Jumia report pointed out, 70 per 
cent of its users accessed the Jumia online 
shop via their phones.

This means that more than being user-
friendly via computer; a website’s first 
imperative is to be completely mobile user 
friendly. This also shows that e-commerce 
in Nigeria has been mobile commerce all 
along, providing an optimized version of 
their website for mobile as well as applica-
tions.

Another significant trend in the mobile 
evolution is mobile applications. Everyday 

all over the world and in many tech hubs 
across Nigeria, mobile applications are 
developed to serve different purposes, 
creating more relevance for smarphones. 
These software applications are developed 
specifically for use on small devices such as 
smartphones or tablets and have recently 
become the favourite access to content on 
a smartphone.

The infographics of app download on 
the Jumia white paper showed that the 
online retailer had 255 per cent more app 
downloads on both iOS and Android in the 
first half of 2015 than through the entire 
2014. The data showed that the number of 
downloads on Android per month grew by 
90 per cent between January and June 2015, 
Android remaining the favourite operating 
system in Nigeria with a whopping 93 per 
cent of app downloads done through the 
Google play store.

Mobile application has remained popu-
lar method of accessing the internet on 
smartphone because it provides an easier 
and facilitated access to content, facilitated 
access to the website is also provided by 
the ability to generate push notifications 
on smartphones, including the fact that 
applications consume less data as Jumia 
application studies show that mobile users 
using the Jumia app compared to the mobile 
version of the website spend 3 to 5 times less 
data for similar actions.

An illustrating infographics show that Ju-
mia Nigeria App is the 8th most downloaded 
free app ranking on the Google play store, 
right after Instagram and is the first mobile 
retailer in the ranking.

A further analysis of the application us-
age, show that Nigerians seem to be much 
more comfortable and predisposed to 
navigating on the app than on the mobile 
version. They spend on average more time 
on the app. Average duration of a session on 
the app between January and June 2015 is 9 
minutes compared to 6 minutes on the mo-
bile version of the website or the computer.

 



Health&Science
Nigeria adopts roadmap to eliminate 
Malaria in Africa by 2030

T
he African Leaders Ma-
laria Alliance (ALMA) is 
commending the adop-
tion of a comprehensive 
new roadmap to elimi-

nate malaria in Africa by 2030. Re-
cently, African leaders endorsed the 
Catalytic Framework to end AIDS, 
TB and Eliminate Malaria in Africa 
by 2030 during the 27th African 
Union (AU) Summit in Kigali. The 
framework outlines a pathway to 
“eliminate malaria incidence and 
mortality, and prevent its trans-
mission and reestablishment in 
all countries by 2030.” By building 
Africa-wide consensus, leaders 
have charted a pathway to malaria 
elimination.    

 H.E. President Idriss Déby Itno of 
Chad, current Chair of the AU, AIDS 
Watch Africa and of ALMA, urged 
leaders to redouble their efforts 
to sustain existing donor funding 
and ramp up domestic resources to 
ensure the success of the roadmap 
and implementation of innova-
tive health solutions to eliminate 
malaria.

  “Today, Africa’s leaders have 
again shown their commitment 
to the fight to end malaria, HIV/
AIDS and TB by adopting the Cata-
lytic Framework to end AIDS, TB 

and Eliminate Malaria by 2030 
with clear targets and milestones.   
Through our continued leadership 
and increased cooperation to finance 
and provide lifesaving anti-malaria 
interventions, we can sustain our 
momentum and achieve a malaria, 
HIV/AIDS and TB -free Africa” said 
Idriss Déby Itno, President of Chad 
and Chair of the African Leaders 
Malaria Alliance (ALMA)

Since 2000, malaria mortality 
rates in Africa have fallen by 66 per-
cent among all age groups and by 71 
percent among children under five 
years old. Annual malaria deaths in 
Africa have decreased from an esti-
mated 764,000 in 2000 to 395,000 
in 2015. Still, malaria remains one 
of the top causes of morbidity in 
pregnant women and mortality in 
children under five.

A ground-breaking coalition of 
49 heads of state and government, 
ALMA has worked with govern-
ments to keep malaria high on the 
national and international devel-
opment agenda since its founding 
in 2009. 

  “African leadership is our most 
powerful weapon in the war against 
malaria,” said Joy Phumaphi, Ex-
ecutive Secretary of ALMA. “In 
renewing their commitment to fight 

...New framework sets targets, calls for increased funding and commitments

malaria and endorsing a framework 
to get us there, African leaders have 
brought us one step closer to an 
Africa free of malaria.” 

  “Nigeria is on the front-line of 
the battle to eliminate malaria and 
progress is being made. Incidents of 
malaria among children decreased 
from 42 percent in 2010 to 27.4 
percent in 2015. The percentage of 
children under five-years old sleep-
ing under LLINs increased from 
16.6 percent in 2013 to 43.6 percent 
in 2015. During the same time, the 
percentage of pregnant women 
sleeping under a LLIN increased 
from 17.8 in 2013 to 50.3.

  The Catalytic Framework is a 
reflection of the high level pan-
African leadership and commit-
ment that is necessary to meet our 
common 2030 goal of a malaria-free 
Africa.”

Joining other African heads 
of state and government, Nigeria 
committed to the full support of, 
and compliance with the require-
ments of the Africa Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention as 
well as the International Health 
Regulations focusing on improved 
quality data collection, analysis and 
sharing. Countries committed to the 

strengthening of health systems, 
accountability and community 
engagement.

The meeting pushed for the 
accelerated implementation of the 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 
Plan for Africa; emphasizing the 
need for improved quality of locally 
produced commodities as well as   
access and affordability. The Chair 
emphasized the importance of local 
manufacturing in each sub region as 
a vehicle for both improved health 
services and employment creation.

Leaders at the Summit also com-
mended international donors – call-
ing on partners   to fully replenish 
the Global Fund to Fight HIV/
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria this 
year  at the Global Fund Replenish-
ment Conference. They committed 
to increased domestic financing 
from both the public and private 
sectors and endorsed the domestic 
financing scorecard introduced by 
the AUC.  

The Catalytic Framework was 
adopted and it defines continent-
wide goals for HIV/AIDS TB, and 
Malaria, focusing on the guiding 
principles of country ownership and 
leadership, financial and political 
commitment, equal access to health 
services for vulnerable and hard-

to-reach populations, and robust 
surveillance and response systems. 
It outlines milestones and targets, 
with the aim of reducing malaria 
incidence and mortality rate by at 
least 40 percent by 2020, and 75 
percent by 2025; With the ultimate 
goal   of eliminating malaria, and 
preventing re-establishment in all 
African countries by 2030. 

Founded in 2009, the Afri-
can Leaders Malaria Alliance is a 
ground-breaking coalition of 49 
African Heads of State and Govern-
ment working across country and 
regional borders to achieve a malaria 
free Africa by 2030.  ALMA provides 
African leaders with a forum where 
they can track their progress, share 
best practices and address chal-
lenges as they fight malaria in their 
countries. The ALMA Scorecard 
for Accountability and Action and 
the ALMA 2030 Scorecard towards 
Malaria Elimination are important 
management tools which track 
progress and drive action.  These 
tools have proven so effective in 
boosting malaria control efforts 
that ALMA members requested a 
similar tool to support country level 
scorecards for malaria control and 
elimination.
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The Bridge Clinic achieves 49 percent pregnancy rates– Alexander Forbes

T
he Bridge Clinic, Ni-
geria’s foremost and 
leading fertility clinic 
achieved a 49 percent 
pregnancy ratefor its 

gold standard patients in 2015. 
Alexander Forbes, world’s leading 
financial solutions, administration 
services and corporate consulting 
firm who audited the clinic’s re-
port for the year in question made 
the revelation on Tuesday, 21 July, 
2016 at the handover event of the 
audited report to the clinic at its 
corporate office in Lagos.

According to Ibilola Akinla, 
Alexander Forbes’ Head, Verifica-
tion Services, who presented the 
audited report, the clinic made 
available the data for 2015 and it 
showed that The Bridge Clinicre-
corded a total of 215 pregnancies 
in 2015 from a total of 758clients 
that had valid treatments during 
the year under review.

“In carrying out our audit, using 
the data as provided by the clinic, 
we found that The Bridge Clinic 
achieved a pregnancy rate of 49 
percent from its client who are in 
the golden standard age bracket 
of between 21 and 34 years of 
age. It also achieved an overall 
pregnancy rate of over 22 percent,” 
Akinla said.

“Our audit also found that 
the clinic had a total of 91 babies, 

other fertility clinics in Nigeria 
are our experience, pregnancy 
rate, ISO certification and interna-
tional affiliation with the world’s 
renowned IVF Centres Prof Zech, 
Austria. In its 16 years of opera-
tions in Nigeria, The Bridge Clinic 
has achieved the birth of over 
2023 babies, which comes to an 
average of one baby in every three 
days, another feat yet to be ri-
valled by any other fertility clinic 
in the country”, he continued.

He drew attention to the dis-
parity between the pregnancy 

comprising of 61 single births and 
15 twin births in 2015 and has 
delivered a total of 1203 children 
since 2006,” she continued.

Speaking at the event, Ekun-
dayo Omogbehin, general man-
ager of The Bridge Clinic said the 
company retained the services 
of the frontline business services 
consultancy in order to have an 
independent and authoritative 
assessment of its practice.

According to him, “The Bridge 
Clinic has a culture of transpar-
ency and it is in line with this 
culture that we submit ourselves 
to the highest integrity scrutiny. 
Alexander Forbes has today put 
their seal on our performance and 
it is a thing of joy for us here.”

“Our achievement of 49 per-
cent pregnancy rate for our gold 
standard clients, that is, clients 
below the age of 35 years is a 
feat no other clinic in Nigeria has 
been able to achieve. It puts us in 
a highly competitive stance with 
our peers in Europe and North 
America,” he continued.

Omogbehin said the feat is as 
a result of a combination of the 
clinic’s over 16 years’ experience, 
its highly trained and motivated 
personnel, its cutting edge tech-
nology as well as its processes 
that are benchmarked with the 
European standards.

“Our key differentiators from 

Epidurals: How they’ve changed, and how they work

T
he modern epidural is a 
powerful combination 
of painkillers used to 
help women endure la-
bor is nothing like the 

painkillers of generations past.
These days, about two-thirds 

of women in the U.S. have epi-
durals during labor, said Aaron 
Caughey, professor and chair 
of the Department of Obstet-
rics and Gynecology at Oregon 
Health and Science University.

In the most recent change, 
made in the early 2000s, anes-
thesiologists greatly lowered 

the dose of the drugs used in an 
epidural, and they gave women 
a button they could press if they 
needed more pain relief.

“We’re using less drug, and 
more of it is patient-controlled,” 
said Stephen Halpern, an obstet-
ric anesthesiologist at Sunny-
brook Health Sciences Centre in 
Toronto. “Instead of me deciding 
on the dose, we give the patient 
a button to push, and if she needs 
more, she pushes it.” But women 
were not always given such 
control.

Epidurals may contain an-

esthetic agents, such as bupiva-
caine or ropivacaine, that numb 
the area. They may also be given 
narcotics, including fentanyl, 
that diminish but do not elimi-
nate the pain. Or, they may get 
a mixture of anesthetics and 
narcotics, Halpern said.

The modern epidural is a 
continuous infusion of drugs, 
delivered through a catheter into 
an area called the epidural space, 
in the lower back, Caughey said.

The pros
The benefits of epidurals in-

clude:
Pain relief that allows women 

in labor to remain awake and 
alert, Halpern said. (Other pain 
management options for women 
in labor include intravenous 
narcotics or a shot of morphine, 
which do not allow the women 
to remain awake or alert, he said.)

If women have complications, 
such as high blood pressure 
(preeclampsia), the epidural can 
help to lower her blood pressure, 
Halpern said. Or, if she is having 
twins, the epidural can help man-
age the pain during a particularly 
long labor, he said.

Epidurals do not have any ef-
fect on fetal oxygenation or the 
baby’s 5-minute Apgar scores (a 
test that measures the newborn’s 
physical condition), nor do they 
increase the rate of women 
who need cesarean sections, ac-
cording to a 2002 review in the 
American Journal of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology that Halpern 
co-authored.

The cons
Epidurals have several draw-

backs, including the following:
For reasons that aren’t yet 

clear, epidurals are associated 
with an increase in the woman’s 
oral and vaginal temperature. 
If the woman’s temperature 
increases, doctors may treat her 
with antibiotics, just in case the 
high temperature is due to bacte-
rial infection, Caughey said. [7 
Baby Myths Debunked]

In general, epidurals lengthen 
labor. In a study of more than 
42,000 women in California who 
delivered vaginally between 
1976 and 2008, women who 
received epidurals took more 
time to “push out” the baby, ac-
cording to a 2014 study in the 
journal Obstetrics & Gynecol-
ogy that Caughey co-authored. 
First-time mothers who received 
an epidural took about 5 and a 
half hours to deliver their baby, 
compared with about 3 and a 
half hours for women who didn’t 
receive an epidural, they found.

Epidurals are linked to drops 
in the woman’s blood pressure, 
which can affect the baby’s 
heart rate, according to the Mayo 
Clinic.

In 2 percent of cases, women 
develop severe headaches that 
can last for days. This happens 
when the doctor inserting the 
epidural punctures the dura, a 
membrane or a cover holding 
the cerebrospinal fluid that sur-
rounds the brain and spinal cord. 
If the needle punctures the dura, 
some of the fluid can leak out, 
leading to a headache, Halpern 
said.

Epidural anesthesia can im-
pair a woman’s ability to empty 
the bladder, so many women 
need to temporarily use a cath-
eter to urinate, the Mayo Clinic 
reported.

The epidural makes some 
women feel itchy, according to 
the Mayo Clinic.

-Live Science

rates of the golden standard clients 
and the older ones and called on 
couples who have fertility chal-
lenges to seek early fertility at-
tention to boost their chances of 
getting pregnant.

“From the audit report it is glar-
ing that the golden standard cli-
ents have higher pregnancy rates 
than the older clients. This shows 
the need for fertility-challenged 
couples to seek urgent medical 
attention and not wait till when 
they fall out of the golden standard 
range. As fallout of the report, 

we have created the Fertility-
Sure product to assist intending 
and newly-married couples in 
ascertaining their fertility status 
so that those who need fertil-
ity management could commence 
their treatment early,” Omogbehin 
concluded. 

He recalled that the clinic re-
corded a live birth of a baby from 
a frozen egg earlier in the year, 
which is the first of its kind in 
Nigeria, thus putting the country 
in the global map in oocyte cryo-
preservation.
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Sports
If Super Eagles qualify for the World Cup, 
it’s good for our business - Felix Awogu

T
he Rio Olympics game is just few days 
away from now. Nigerians will like to 
know the role SuperSport will play in 
the Rio Olympic games

In keeping with tradition, it is to 
deliver the best quality content. We are covering 
virtually everything and we have a couple of 
dedicated channels, which will be beaming those 
events live to our audience. The beautiful thing 
about us is that we are also going ahead with 
technology because of the timing, which is prob-
ably not very convenient with most people. We 
have the catch-up facility, which MultiChoice 
has provided, and customers can always catch 
up when they wake up in the morning espe-
cially to watch the performance of the Nigerian 
team. I heard the minister saying that Nigeria is 
expecting four gold medals. To me, that will be 
a great record. I have a feeling we will not come 
back empty handed like we did in London. Some 
of our wrestlers are doing brilliantly well. The 
lifters always have ways of springing surprises. 
Blessing Okagbare, I hope, will also be able to do 
us proud. We will be paying special focus on the 
football team because Nigeria is technically a 
football country and I hope this year’s selected 
team will do us proud and move ahead from the 
last qualification in the finals where they won 
silver, and probably win us gold. It has been a 
long time since ’96.

What are the unique attractions people 
should watch out for during the Olympics?

We are sending a full team who will be cover-
ing it. I know a lot of people have been wondering 
how we will manage with the Zika scare and it 
is a major constraint. Even though some athletes 
are pulling out, we just need to prepare ourselves, 
take preventive measures and go there to do 
a quality job. I am sure the Brazilian govern-
ment would do whatever they can to safeguard 
participating Olympic athletes and visitors to 
the games, including the journalists. We have a 
team following the Nigerian team, especially the 
football and athletic teams, just like we do with 
some of these well-established athletes. There 
will be a couple of magazine shows in place for 
subscribers apart from the daily highlights. It will 
be quite innovative.

If we look critically, Nigeria does not have 
the athlete that is medal hopeful. Is DStv not 
bothered about this?

Let me tell you, a lot of people said we failed 
in London. I am one of those that think we didn’t 
fail. If you look at the team, most of our athletes 
finished in the semi-finals. They didn’t win 
medals but I see a lot of progression, what could 
happen is transcending from that semi-final fin-
ish into the medal zone this year. If you look at 
’96, we didn’t expect any medal in football, even 
after losing to Togo here, in the last friendly. We 
still went ahead to win. We are a team- a country 
that likes to spring surprises. Wrestling is doing 

pretty well. Two of our wrestlers, the female 
ones, are actually in the top-three in the world 
so why not give them a chance? In Athletics we 
may have a few issues but I think we should look 
at relay and if I were the manager of Okagbare, 
I will tell her to focus on the jumps because that 
is the area where she has the advantage. Here, 
we are pushing her into athletics- 100 metres, 
200 metres, relay, I hope she doesn’t burn out. 
Sometimes, you need to sit down, look at your 
structure, and look at where you have compara-
tive advantage and stick to it.

The coverage of Euro 2016 tournament was 
well commended by football loving Nigerians. 
What did you do differently?

First of all, it is the quality of the game. The 
quality of the game was unique and it reminded 
me of what happened in the English Premier 
League where we had Leicester from nowhere 
coming up to win the league. There were a lot of 
upsets with teams like Iceland. It brought a lot of 
hope in the eyes of a lot of people. We can do it; 
it is a possibility. If you remember, Lars Largar-

back was a former coach of the Nigerian national 
team and he radiated with a lot of Nigerians. The 
new Lars Largarback, can he do it? And he did 
it for the Iceland team, with a country 330,000 
people popularly known for its earthquake, to-
day being remembered for its quality of football. 
To us, that was an amazing achievement and of 
course a lot of Nigerians idolise Ronaldo, I don’t 
know maybe because he left from EPL, they 
were all watching and rooting for him and a lot of 
their stars they can actually identify from Chel-
sea, Arsenal, Man U and so on. It worked well 
for our own overall strategy as a business. And 
of course, we had these beautiful shows from 
France, a masterclass, several in-depth analyses 
of the shows and exclusive interviews.  I was in 
Paris and I don’t think there was any channel 
in the world that compared with what we did 
in SuperSport.

Let’s go back to the Nigerian National 
League. With what is going on in the Northeast-
ern part of the country, what are the challenges 
you face going to El-kanemi, to pick up matches 

Less than two weeks to the start of the biggest sports carnival in the world, the Rio 2016 
Olympic Games, Felix Awogu, General Manager, SuperSport West Africa in an exclu-
sive interview with Anthony Nlebem, Sports correspondent, BusinessDay, spoke on 
the readiness of SuperSport to beam the Olympic Games live, and the state of Nigerian 
football. Excerpts:

in Maiduguri?
Beautiful! It is quite interesting you raised 

this question; I know security is improving. For 
the first time in four years, three major roads 
were opened in Maiduguri, I think sometime 
last week. So, things are changing. If the roads 
are being opened in Maiduguri, it means our OB 
vans will be able to drive into Maiduguri. If you 
look at an OB van for instance, it will probably 
cost you about 10m dollars to acquire a standard 
one with high definition compliments. Our roads 
are not the best in the world, but we have been 
all over Nigeria. We were in Kano to cover some 
matches and if you watch Nigerian match shows, 
we have highlights from Maiduguri, it is easy to 
fly in a camera and do it. Not that we are not there 
but it is not yet time to move the OB facilities and 
mind you, El-Kanemi warriors only resumed 
playing only a few months ago in Maiduguri. If 
peace returns, which we have been praying for, 
I think the first thing we will do is take ‘Let’s Play’ 
with my team to go and give the children some 
football, let them have something to identify 
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with, let them find some solace, some joy, after 
many years of stress.

So far, what is your assessment of the Nigeria 
League’s this season?

This is the best I have seen in a long time. The 
league has grown; there have been more wins in 
the league this season than in our history. We 
can crosscheck that. There have been little issues 
of violence but not as bad as it used to be. These 
are little hiccups. This is the first time we have 
done a direct deal with the league. We have gone 
through 3rd parties but for the first time in the 
last one-year, we have decided to say, let’s work 
with the league directly, and it is paying off, and 
we are very happy, and we are going to continue 
to work in that direction.

Still on the league, GOtv is the shirt sponsor 
of Ikorodu United. Are you satisfied with their 
performance?

The first thing I must compliment, which also 
goes well with GOtv, is that there have never 
been issues of violence in matches involving 
Ikorodu United. It has been gentle, seamless and 
people have been enjoying the atmosphere. For 
us, it is not all about coming and winning. It is 
also about the experience. How do people come 
in there? How do they leave? This has been phe-
nomenal and even if the team is not among the 
top four in the premiership, it has shown a clear 
example of how football should be run, another 
good example is MFM FC, which has done well. 
There were some little hiccups when Shooting 
Star Football Club came and also people referred 
to the officiating of that match. Of course, even if 
the officiating was wrong, you cannot take laws 
into your hands. And that has been the only 
incident we have had there. There has been a 
great improvement, a growth. Teams dress bet-
ter, they look sharper on television and the TV 
pictures are looking clearer and nicer and it is 
attracting viewership. To us, what else do you 
expect? It can only grow and get better. Today 
in Africa, the Nigerian league probably ranks 
among the best 2.

You talked about how SuperSport has 
helped to grow Nigerian football but looking 
at the Super Eagles, we had issues with hiring 
a new coach and one of the issues is financing 
the coach. Is there a way SuperSport can come 
in to sponsor this, especially with the World 
Cup around the corner?

If the Super Eagles qualify for the World Cup, 
it is also good for our business. We will support. I 
will meet with the Federation and we will look at 
it. It doesn’t take a big deal to hire a foreign coach. 
We have Jacob de Jong, a Dutch international 
who is coaching Ikorodu United, so it is not a 
big deal. It is for you to sit back and agree on the 
terms. First, there is FIFA inflow for NFF, I learnt 
that has gone up a little, you can say a portion of 
that should go for the coach’s hire if you don’t 
have foreign exchange, FIFA helps you with 
that. Gianni Infantino is coming into Nigeria on 
Sunday. To us, it is a good thing; you can open 
up and say, please, FIFA needs Nigeria as much 
as Nigeria needs FIFA. Nigerians are the biggest 
spenders in most international competitions in 
Africa. It is a great thing to have Nigeria in any 
major competition. Hosts of the Nations Cup will 
be very sad because Nigeria is not there because 
thousands of Nigerians come, the hotels go 
higher and so on. We are the biggest economy in 
the continent. It will be great to see that. We are 
sponsors of the Super Eagles; we commit millions 
in the Super Eagles. We produce all the Super 
Eagles’ games and they need to just sit down and 
agree on how to disburse their finances.

It is a talking point, the hiring of a foreign 
coach for the Super Eagles.

Sorry, I don’t think the word foreign coach is 
appropriate. The hiring of a good coach for the 
Super Eagles, whether it is foreign or local doesn’t 
matter and they don’t come cheap.

You say you are going to Abuja, are you 
meeting with the NFF based on this?

We are partners. We do a lot of things to-
gether. Infantino is coming and we are going to 
be a part of that event and we also have to sit 
down with them. We have the broadcast rights 

agreement for the Eagles, how many friendlies 
they are going to have and all that. If there are 
also other issues they think they need to bring 
before us, why not?

We sponsor the NFF. If we pay money for 
your rights, it is part of your revenue to hire a 
coach and we will not owe. We look at bills, are 
we owing? If they want to use the SuperSport 
money to hire a coach, that is fantastic. They 
also have Glo as a sponsor, if they want to use 
that money, fantastic! They have funds from the 
Federal Government, if that is what they want to 
use, it is up to them. But really, it is in their inter-
est to hire an appropriate coach, not necessarily 
a foreign coach but a competent coach. To me, 
that is what we should be looking at.

Let us go back to the issue of Nigeria not 
being a part of 2017 Nations Cup. How is this 
going to affect SuperSport, I mean the coverage 
of the game?

Well, it is not going to be exciting not just to 
Nigerians. In the continent, people want to see 

A
ll is looking good for African foot-
ball, as Total Nigeria Limited, a key 
player in the country’s oil industry, 
has reached agreement with the 
Confederation of African Football 

(CAF) to be the official sponsor of the continent’s 
most prestigious football tournaments for eight 
years.

By this agreement, Total becomes the official 
sponsor of African football as well its official 
football partner.

“Total will support CAF’s ten principal compe-
titions, starting with the upcoming Africa Cup of 
Nations (AFCON), which has a global audience. 
Renamed the Total

Africa Cup of Nations, the tournament will 
be held in Gabon from January 14 to February 
5, 2017.

In a statement made available to BDSUNDAY, 
CAF described the partnership as a milestone in 
its search for additional resources to accelerate 
African football development, bring its gover-
nance up to date and upgrade its sports facilities.

The statement quotes Issa Hayatou, president 
of CAF, as further saying that the agreement will 
ensure significant contribution to CAF initiatives 
to foster personal and professional growth for 

Nigeria. So, if we mismanage such an opportu-
nity, it’s painful; it affects businesses. What I am 
saying is, a lot of people are losing out. It is not just 
the Press, a lot of deployment, a lot of advertise-
ment or us; a lot of sponsorship opportunities are 
lost because people will keep their money. It is in 
their interest as media men, as stakeholders, to 
encourage the NFF to make sure we qualify for 
major competitions.

Can you give us the breakdown of the finan-
cial implications of Super Eagles not been a part 
of AFCON 2017 to SuperSport?

First of all, you have to go back and verify 
what is the advert spin when Super Eagles attend 
a major competition. I don’t have that data. That 
is when you can say this is what it will cost. But I 
know, first of all, the feel-good atmosphere of Ni-
gerians would be affected. We would have sold 
more. So, it impacts negatively on the economy.

What is the way forward for Nigerian Foot-
ball, as a stakeholder?

I think, first of all, there is the need to do things 
right. I think they are beginning to do that. We 
are beginning to look and respect the fact that 
best practices are very important if we have to 
move things forward. We have seen that in the 
league and we have seen the growth in the last 
one-year. No matter what you say, I must give 
kudos to the LMC led by Diko and Irabor, they 
have done a fantastic job, and they have left their 
books very open. The NFF is still there and then 
also, the Ministry of Youths and Sports, led by 
Suleiman Dalong, he has to also help re-engineer 
the sports atmosphere to make it attractive for 
investors to come in and feel comfortable to put 
their money behind some of these projects.

Better days for African football as Total 
announces 8-year sponsorship deal

young Africans.
In his comments, Patrick Pouyanne, president 

and chief executive officer of the company, said 
the arrangement would strengthen ties with its 
stakeholders and customers through “exciting, 
celebratory events that are always popular, in-
cluding within our own teams.”

According to him, the scale and duration of 
this sponsorship reflect Total’s strong roots in 
Africa adding that with operations in more than 
40 countries, the company is a major contributor 
to the continent’s economy.

Today, more than 10,000 people work in all 
of Total’s African businesses, from oil and gas 
production to processing and marketing. Some 
two million customers a day stop by its 4,200 ser-
vice stations. The company also has solar power 
activities on the continent.

As the title sponsor of 10 CAF competitions, 
the company will be seen at more than 1,500 
matches during: The Africa Cup of Nations 
(AFCON), The African Nations Championship 
(CHAN) CAF inter-clubs competition (CAF 
Champions League, CAF Confederation Cup and 
CAF Super Cup) Youth competitions (U-23, U-20 
and U-17 Africa Cup of Nations) and The Women 
Africa Cup of Nations as well as Futsal Africa Cup 
of Nations.

D
igital TV company, Star-
Times Nigeria, has an-
nounced that it acquired 
the media rights for In-
ternational Champions 

Cup (ICC) on exclusive basis in sub-
Saharan Africa for the 2015 to 2019 
seasons and will beam the games live 
and exclusively to Nigerians from 
July 22 – August 13.

“StarTimes football loving sub-
scribers in Nigeria will yet again be 
treated to another fantastic rounds 
of pulsating football entertainment 
beginning from Friday July 22, just 
as we did during the Copa America 
centenario and the European cham-
pionship.

“ICC 2016 is the mini Champions 
League and ultimate pre-season foot-
ball tournament where the biggest 
clubs in the world would battle for 
glory.17 champion clubs would clash 
in 22 matches spread over 23 days in 

StarTimes sets to broadcast International 
Champions Cup Live exclusively

uncensored soccer festival.
 Armed with exclusive broad-

cast rights,  StarTimes World 
Football (channel 254) and Sports 
Focus(channel 250) channels would 
wow subscribers with another 
top-class actions series from the 
top teams including FC Barcelona, 
Real Madrid, Chelsea, Manchester 
United, AC Milan, Inter Milan and 
Paris Saint-Germain who are all set 
to play 21 matches in China, Austra-
lia and the United States. 

It would be exciting to see Jose 
Mourinho reignite bitter rivalry 
with Pep Guardiola in Manchester 
derby on Monday 25 in China!Barca, 
Real Madrid, Chelsea, Inter Milan 
and Bayern Munich will do battle 
against one another in three differ-
ent continents on Sat 30 June 2016! 

StarTimes is also set to broadcast 
all 2016/ 2017 season games from 
the German Bundesliga, Italian Serie 
A and Chinese Super league.
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Unburdening the 
Facebook generation

O
nce again, young people have 
gotten the short end of the political 
stick. The outcome of the United 
Kingdom’s Brexit referendum is 
but another reminder of a yawning 

generational divide that cuts across political 
affiliation, income levels, and race.

Almost 75% of UK voters aged 18-24 voted 
to “Remain” in the European Union, only to 
have “Leave” imposed on them by older voters. 
And this is just one of several ways in which 
millennials’ economic future, and that of their 
children, is being determined by others.

I am in my late fifties, and I worry that 
our generation in the advanced world will be 
remembered – to our shame and chagrin – as the 
one that lost the economic plot.

In the run-up to the 2008 global financial 
crisis, we feasted on leverage, feeling increasingly 
entitled to use credit to live beyond our means 
and to assume too much speculative financial 
risk. We stopped investing in genuine engines 
of growth, letting our infrastructure decay, our 
education system lag, and our worker training 
and retooling programs erode.

We allowed the budget to be taken hostage 
by special interests, which has resulted in a 
fragmentation of the tax system that, no surprise, 
has imparted yet another unfair anti-growth 
bias to the economic system. And we witnessed 
a dramatic worsening in inequality, not just of 
income and wealth, but also of opportunity.

The 2008 crisis should have been our 
economic wake-up call. It wasn’t. Rather than 

using the crisis to catalyze change, we essentially 
rolled over and went back to doing more of the 
same.

Specifically, we simply exchanged private 
factories of credit and leverage for public 
ones. We swapped an over-leveraged banking 
system for experimental liquidity injections by 
hyperactive monetary authorities. In the process, 
we overburdened central banks, risking their 
credibility and political autonomy, as well as 
future financial stability.

Emerging from the crisis, we shifted private 
liabilities from banks’ balance sheets to taxpayers, 
including future ones, yet we failed to fix fully the 
bailed-out financial sector. We let inequality 
worsen, and stood by as too many young people 
in Europe languished in joblessness, risking 
a scary transition from unemployment to 
unemployability.

In short, we didn’t do nearly enough to 
reinvigorate the engines of sustainable inclusive 
growth, thereby also weakening potential 
output and threatening future economic 
performance. And we are compounding these 
serial miscarriages with a grand failure to act on 
longer-term sustainability, particularly when it 
comes to the planet and social cohesion.

Poor economics has naturally spilled over 
into messy politics, as growing segments of 
the population have lost trust in the political 
establishment, business elites, and expert 
opinion. The resulting political fragmentation, 
including the rise of fringe and anti-establishment 
movements, has made it even harder to devise 
more appropriate economic-policy responses.

To add insult to injury, we are now permitting 
a regulatory backlash against technological 
innovations that disrupt entrenched and 
inefficient industries, and that provide people 
with greater control over their lives and wellbeing. 
Growing restrictions on companies such as 
Airbnb and Uber hit the young particularly hard, 
both as producers and as consumers.

If we do not change course soon, subsequent 
generations will confront self-reinforcing 
economic, financial, and political tendencies 
that burden them with too little growth, too 
much debt, artificially inflated asset prices, 
and alarming levels of inequality and partisan 
political polarization. Fortunately, we are aware 

of the mounting problem, worried about its 
consequences, and have a good sense of how to 
bring about the much-needed pivot.

Given the role of technological innovation, 
much of which is youth-led, even a small 
reorientation of policies could have a meaningful 
and rapid impact on the economy. Through a 
more comprehensive policy approach, we could 
turn a vicious cycle of economic stagnation, social 
immobility, and market volatility into a virtuous 
cycle of inclusive growth, genuine financial 
stability, and greater political coherence. What 
is needed, in particular, is simultaneous progress 
on pro-growth structural reforms, better demand 
management, addressing pockets of excessive 
indebtedness, and improving regional and global 
policy frameworks.

While highly desirable, such changes 
will materialize only if greater constructive 
pressure is placed on politicians. Simply put, few 
politicians will champion changes that promise 
longer-term benefits but often come with short-
term disruptions. And the older voters who back 
them will resist any meaningful erosion of their 
entitlements – even turning, when they perceive 
a threat to their interests, to populist politicians 
and dangerously simplistic solutions such as 
Brexit.

Sadly, young people have been overly 
complacent when it  comes to political 
participation, notably on matters that directly 
affect their wellbeing and that of their children. 
Yes, almost three-quarters of young voters 
backed the UK’s “Remain” campaign. But only 
a third of them turned out. In contrast, the 
participation rate for those over 65 was more 
than 80%. Undoubtedly, the absence of young 
people at the polls left the decision in the 
hands of older people, whose preferences and 
motivations differ, even if innocently.

Millennials have impressively gained a 
greater say in how they communicate, travel, 
source and disseminate information, pool their 
resources, interact with businesses, and much 
else. Now they must seek a greater say in electing 
their political representatives and in holding 
them accountable. If they don’t, my generation 
will – mostly inadvertently – continue to borrow 
excessively from their future.

(c): Project Syndicate
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Week
Quotes of the

Computer Virus–the words alone provoke images 
of vanishing data, crashing PC’s, and financial ruin. 
Emerging from obscurity 12 years ago to front page 
news, the computer virus has been portrayed in 
Hollywood as everything from a way to siphon off 
millions of dollars, to a secret weapon to bring down 
an alien enemy. The popular press has had its share 
of fun with Michelangelo, Melissa, and the Love 
Letter as well.

While maybe not as dramatic as Hollywood 
portrayals or USA Today reports, viruses are a daily 
nuisance for both home and corporate computer 
users. With each new virus, a dozen antivirus 
vendors swing into action to find a cure. We spoke 
to product managers and researchers at Panda, 
McAfee, Symantec, and eSafe to get some insight 
into their work. In this two-part article, we’ll ex-
plore a few of the techniques these vendors use to 
identify and detect viruses.

 Details of the work antivirus researchers con-
duct is shrouded in secrecy. Their goal is to produce 
an antivirus product that can discover both known 
and unknown viruses and malicious code, stop 
it, and whenever possible, reverse any damage 
performed. Among the AV companies themselves 
there is an interesting dichotomy. While an indi-
vidual company’s technology is proprietary, the 
various antivirus research labs exchange viruses 
for analysis with other antivirus labs. 

These exchanges are based on trusts gained 
through personal relationships, and years of 
working together in the trenches. The idea of an 
antivirus company researcher providing a live 
virus to an untrustworthy source and then seeing 
that virus released into the wild is unthinkable. 
Researchers test with existing viruses, and do not 
create their own. 

In addition, unlike security companies who hire 
hackers to find system weaknesses that can assist in 
designing better security technology, the antivirus 
companies we spoke with claim they never hire 
anyone who has written a virus. 

Blogs
From the 

“Anyone who has spent a full week in Lagos will 
have no difficulty in confirming the notorious 
activities being perpetrated by officials of KAI 
with impunity, particularly on the Island area of 
the state”. Elias Ozikpu, playwright and novelist.
“All the earnings of Buratai since he joined the 
army, if all were saved cannot buy a house in 
Dubai, let alone two. The investigation should 
make Buratai to let the country know that he did 
other businesses to buy the property in question”. 
Yinka Odumakin, publicity secretary, pan Yoruba 
social cultural group, Afenifere.
“Governor Ambode needs to be reminded of the 
over-zealousness of KAI-LASTMA officials and 
the recklessness, also, of BRT bus drivers, and 
the fact that N139 million may replace buses, but 
it will not replace a life that has been lost. The 
Governor sounds as if the loss of these buses is 
more painful than the death of Nnamdi, the street 
hawker who was chased to his death”. Reuben 
Abati, former spokesperson to ex-president 
Goodluck Jonathan. 

Numbers
45%
The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission on 
have said it would uphold the court ruling mandating 
it to reverse the 45 per cent increase in electricity 
tariffs across the country. 

30%
International Energy Agency, IEA, has said that 
China now accounts for 30 percent of Africa’s 
energy growth, with more than 200 Greenfield 
power projects.


