
Sermon 48: 2 Samuel 16:1-14: David’s enemies

OUTLINE

Ziba’s lies
Shimei’s cursing

INTRODUCTION

If I had to ask you what is one of the most destructive weapons at man’s disposal; what 
would you name?  Over and over again the bible names the tongue.  James 3:6, ‘And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, 
staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell.’  
This verse tells us that the tongue is truly a weapon of mass destruction.  It creates a whole
world of unrighteousness, it stains the whole body, it sets on fire one’s entire life, and it is 
worse than radioactive it is like the fire of hell.  In other words, you are alive and feel the 
full pain of the consequences.  If you read the psalms you will note how David constantly 
refers to the tongue of the wicked, or the mouth of the wicked.  He was constantly afflicted 
by the world of evil that pours from a sinner’s mouth.  As an example listen to Psalm 12:1-4,
‘Save, O LORD, for the godly one is gone; for the faithful have vanished from among the 
children of man.  Everyone utters lies to his neighbor; with flattering lips and a double heart 
they speak.  May the LORD cut off all flattering lips, the tongue that makes great boasts, 
those who say, "With our tongue we will prevail, our lips are with us; who is master over 
us?"’  

2 Samuel 16 is a flurry of tongue lashings against David.  Ziba’s lies, Shimei’s curses and 
Ahithophel’s destructive councils are all levelled at David.  He is God’s anointed, yet he is 
persecuted and afflicted a constant victim of the tools of the father of lies.  We have much 
to consider about the sins of the tongue in this chapter.  We have to walk the same path as 
David confronted by the same types of weapons.  We will see David walking through this 
battlefield with all the world apparently against him, and yet we will see the grace and 
power of God sustaining His people.  This is our hope as we walk a similar road.  

Ziba’s lies

The last chapter recorded Absalom stealing the throne, and yet God encouraged David in 
the form of other people, we saw three in particular, Ittai, Zadok and Hushai.  Those 
encouragements came in time because soon after that on the other side of the mountain 
that he had been climbing he is surrounded by three enemies who all employed their tongue
against him.  The first is Ziba, v1, ‘When David had passed a little beyond the summit, Ziba 
the servant of Mephibosheth met him, with a couple of donkeys saddled, bearing two 
hundred loaves of bread, a hundred bunches of raisins, a hundred of summer fruits, and a 
skin of wine.’  Let us remind ourselves of who Ziba is.  He had been the steward over the 
house of Saul.  When Saul and Jonathan had died, he had run the royal family estate as if it 
had been his own for 20 years.  He had been successful and prosperous and had 20 
servants and 15 sons.  When David was at peace and settled in his position as king he had 
the leisure to remember his oath to Jonathan and discovered that Mephibosheth the son of 
Jonathan was still alive.  Now imagine how Ziba would have felt.  He had made a little 
kingdom for himself, he had been the Lord of the house for 20 years.  You had lived in it as 
if it were your own, and then you had to give it up for a cripple and be the servant all over 
again.  



David is a fugitive again, the last time David was a fugitive he had been very generous to 
his supporters.  Ziba has a scheme.  He fakes friendship, he lies about Jonathan, and 
manipulates a vulnerable David to get what he wants.  

Let us consider Ziba for a moment.  Here is a man who has made an idol out of the things 
of this life, perhaps even the things that he has worked hard for.  Consider the risks that he 
is willing to take in order to secure his desires.  He is willing to lie to the king and 
manipulate the king of Israel.  Not only that he is willing to risk openly associating with 
David just as Absalom is coming into power.  Here is a man who personifies the idolatry of 
our own hearts as we suicidally invest in things.  He had things that he had not earned, a 
royal inheritance that he was a steward of, rightly those things had been given to their 
proper owner but a thing being right doesn’t satisfy the sinfulness of our hearts.  He is 
willing to risk his life against the powers that could kill him to have something that 
legitimately belonged to another.  What a perfect little picture of our lives.  We are granted 
life by God, we are granted as human beings a royal position of dominion, but all the while 
we are stewards.  We are given responsibility over creation and God’s gifts to use them for 
His will and glory, but we take those things and we try and make ourselves the king of the 
little kingdom we have come into.  We are willing to lie to the true King, resist the King and 
even manipulate Him according to our wills if we can.  We are not content to serve we want
to rule.  Ziba demonstrates the suicidal nature of sin, we will risk punishment to satisfy 
desire; we will deny the truth in order to get what we want.  You can be a professor or a 
pauper, this is the heart that lies within us all.  We are broken and blindly endanger 
ourselves to serve our sins, this is proof of our need for a Saviour.  Are you on this path?  
Are you a martyr to your own desires, like those few dedicated climbers of Everest will you 
kill yourself to fulfil your own will?  We are giving our strength that that which kills, that 
which cannot satisfy.  Jer. 2:12-13, ‘Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly 
desolate, declares the LORD, for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken 
me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns 
that can hold no water.’  What will it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his soul? 
Ziba is a man willing to exchange his soul.  Christ came to save us from this slavery, this 
perpetual thirst, this burden and bring us into the true and satisfying life of serving Him.  

But notice David, and how he reacted in this situation.  Do you think he reacted well?  V4, 
‘Then the king said to Ziba, "Behold, all that belonged to Mephibosheth is now yours." And 
Ziba said, "I pay homage; let me ever find favor in your sight, my lord the king."’  David 
rashly judges Mephibosheth.  Ziba is like the devil who is willing to sow discord between 
reconciled brethren.  He slanders one to the other, he creates doubt and suspicion.  Here is 
David freshly betrayed and Ziba plays to his paranoia.  David is oversensitive and too ready 
to believe the worst of Mpehibosheth.  Once again our fickle hearts are put on display.  

Consider what a ridiculous story Ziba tells and how easily David believes it.  Do you think it 
believable that while support for Absalom is rising, and David flees from Absalom, that a 
descendent of Saul will suddenly arise and take the throne.  It is ludicrous.  Yet David 
believes it.  What does this tell us about our hearts?  It reveals how quick we are to believe 
the worst of others.  Put a little pain into the equation, add some gifts and apparent 
friendship and make the perceived insult part of a greater problem going on and it can 
become the straw that breaks the camel’s back.  The reason the tongue is so effective when
it comes to lies is because we are so willing to believe them.  David is in a difficult position 
and his behaviour is understandable, but that doesn’t make it right.  He is displaying a 
common weakness.  We think so little of others that we do not believe all things as love 
does, we doubt all things and are quick to believe even ludicrous lies about others.  We can 
become so self-absorbed and blinded by our own pain that we turn against our closest 



allies.  Here is a man who was used to running a law court who would have looked for the 
testimony of two-three witnesses before charging a person as guilty, but here he is believing
the person who has the most to gain from discrediting Mephibosheth.  Are you being this 
dumb?  A gospel oriented awareness that has seen your unworthiness and then being 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ is the vital perspective we need to apply to our 
brethren.  Do you credit the work of God’s grace in their lives and trust they are moving 
forward in grace or do you view them more like the devil listening to the Zibas in your life?

We are in a storm of lies where another’s reputation is being torn down in our minds.  We 
will believe the lies, will we allow the pain we experience sour our opinion of others, will we 
overlook justice in our self-absorption and jump on the band wagon of criticism.  The gospel
teaches us a better way than this.  

Shimei’s cursing

 We move from one form of tongue lashing to another, we move to Shimei’s cursing.  
Matthew Henry says of Shimei, ‘David bore Shimei’s curses much better than Ziba’s 
flatteries.  By the latter he was brought to pass a wrong judgement upon another, by the 
former to pass a right judgement on himself…  The world’s smiles are more dangerous than 
its frown’s.’  there is nothing like getting kicked when you are down, and this is what 
happens.  A surprising enemy from an unexpected quarter arises to haunt him.  Shimei a 
member of Saul’s clan decides to use this opportunity to fling insults and dirt at David.  
Shimei is what we call a providentialist, that is someone who thinks he knows exactly what 
God is doing in his own or another’s life.  Listen to how Shimei interprets David’s situation, 
v7-8, ‘And Shimei said as he cursed, "Get out, get out, you man of blood, you worthless 
man! 8 The LORD has avenged on you all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose place 
you have reigned, and the LORD has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom. 
See, your evil is on you, for you are a man of blood."’  Shimei is not referring to the death of
Saul and Jonathan, but rather Abner and Ishbosheth, Saul’s family, as the blood David is 
being called to account for.  He is interpreting the rise of Absalom as a punishment for 
murder in Saul’s house and usurping the throne from Saul.  Shimei thought he was an 
instrument of the Lord’s displeasure.  

Listen to the story of another who thought he knew what God was doing in his 
circumstances: ‘It was July 20, 1944.  A military conference was in progress.  A briefcase 
had been left under the table.  Suddenly, it exploded with a blazing sheet of flame.  Some 
moments later Adolf Hitler, the intended victim, was staggering outside debris, singed and 
tattered, but surviving with only temporary paralysis in his right arm and a punctured 
eardrum.  Mussolini was scheduled to arrive soon, so Hitler hurried off to meet the train.  
Hitler brought Mussolini back to the Wolf’s lair to show him the damage.  ‘Frankly, Duce,’ 
Hitler confessed, ‘I regard this event as the pronouncement of Divine providence.’ When 
Mussolini admitted he had had a marvellous escape, Hitler retorted: ‘Marvellous?  It’s more 
than that.  It’s God’s intervention.  Look at this room, at my uniform.  When I reflect on this,
I know nothing will happen to me.  Clearly it is my divine task to continue on and bring my 
great enterprise to completion.’1  
          
No doubt God is active in Hitler’s bombing and David’s situation but just not as Shimei and 
Hitler think.  A form of verbal attack are the lies that misinterpret God to us.  When we are 
God’s children like Job’s counsellors we might get told that God is punishing us for our evil, 
when instead He is loving chastening us and making better saints of us.  Some will say that 

1 Davis, p149.



God is not real or is weak when He is refining our faith.  Some will say that the bad things 
prove we are going to hell.  

Lets consider David’s response.  Do you think it is a good or bad one?  He forbids Abishai 
from killing beheading Shimei and says, v11-12, ‘And David said to Abishai and to all his 
servants, "Behold, my own son seeks my life; how much more now may this Benjaminite! 
Leave him alone, and let him curse, for the LORD has told him to. 12 It may be that the 
LORD will look on the wrong done to me, and that the LORD will repay me with good for his
cursing today."’  The theological point about God telling Shimei to curse David is the typical 
OT way of crediting God with all things that come to pass but without crediting Him with the
sin.  The point that draws our attention though is v12 where David says, ‘It may be that the 
LORD will look on the wrong done to me, and that the LORD will repay me with good for his
cursing today."’  In this verse there is some excellent theology to comfort us in our 
afflictions.  Now there are two possible translations here.  The first is ‘perhaps the Lord will 
look upon my iniquity and will repay me with good.’  Or the second is as the ESV has 
translated it, ‘the Lord will look on my affliction and reward me….’  The word affliction and 
iniquity are similar in Hebrew, the older reading is iniquity, the Septuagint uses affliction.  
Both make good theological sense.  The first stresses David’s faith in a gracious God who 
despite his sins that he is guilty of in this situation trusts that a God of grace will still do him 
good even though he does not deserve it.  The second possibility portrays a God who is able
to bring good out of evil.  Whichever one we prefer we are cast upon a gracious and 
powerful God who is enough for us in our trials.  

Striking for me is the fact that David does not answer Shimei’s insults with violence.  David 
is humble before the accusations even though they are false.  Why?  There can be no doubt
that there is an understanding on his part that this is a fulfilment of the prophecy made by 
David of the sword not departing from his house.  He knows he is guilty of sin even if it is 
not the sin Shimei thinks.  Lloyd-Jones in his study on the poor in spirit remarks that anyone
who has a true sight of their sins will be able to bear insults without any problems.  You see 
once you have seen your own sins well enough no insult anyone ever pours out on you is 
ever as true as it can be.  Every insult always falls short of the full horror of how bad you 
really are.

We all face tongue lashings like David has.  But God is good and powerfully at work in our 
lives. We have been taught by the gospel to view ourselves and one another correctly so 
that we need not believe the lies we hear.  We can resist the lies of conscience and 
circumstance taking them captive to the reality of God who loves us, is gracious towards us 
and sustains us in His good ways as we go through this life, even when it is a path of 
suffering.                           
    


