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Subject: Grade 7 Mathematics  

Term: 3 Week: 5  

Lesson Number: 99A    

Date: __________________ 

Topic: Algebra  

Sub-topic: Pronumerals and variables 

Textbook Reference: Pages 251 to 253 of Pearson Mathematics 7  

 

Introduction 

This lesson has 1 Resource titled “Pronumerals and variables”. 

Instructions  

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat 

and legible. (I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to School).  

            To complete this lesson, you must follow the following steps:  

Step 1. Copy the notes on the resource into your exercise book. 

Step 2. Read through your notes a few times until you are confident 

enough to solve a similar problem. 

Step 3. Now move onto Lesson 100A to do your Practice Exercise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PORT MORESBY GRAMMAR       MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT        GRADE 7 
Page 2 of 3 

 

Wk5Gr7MaLesson99_HS.docx 

Resource – Pronumerals and variables 

Pronumerals are letters or symbols we use for numbers we don’t know. 

Pronumerals represent (stand for) a number the same way that pronouns ‘stand for’ 

a noun. 

An unknown is the actual number that the pronumeral represents. 

A variable describes the unknown number if its value can change. 

Algebraic conventions 

 Leave out the ‘×’ between a number and a pronumeral and between different 

pronumerals (e.g. 2 × 𝑛 is written as 2𝑛 and 𝑥 × 𝑦 as 𝑥𝑦).  

 Replace ÷ with a fraction bar (e.g. 𝑛 ÷ 2 is written as 
𝑛

2
). 

 Numbers are always written in front of the pronumeral (e.g. 𝑥 × 2 is written 

as 2𝑥).  

 When multiplying more than one pronumeral, write the letters in alphabetical 

order (e.g. 𝑓 × 𝑎 × 𝑐 × 𝑒 is written as 𝑎𝑐𝑒𝑓). 

 Brackets show that addition or subtraction needs to be done before 

multiplication or division). They change the order of operations. 

 Brackets can be left out when using a fraction bar; (𝑎 + 𝑏) ÷ 2 can be written 

as 
𝑎+𝑏

2
. 

 When a pronumeral is raised to a power, we use the same notation as we do 

for numbers (e.g. 2 × 2 × 2 × 2 = 24 so we write 𝑐 × 𝑐 × 𝑐 × 𝑐 = 𝑐4 and 𝑝 

squared as 𝑝2). 

 Numbers are usually written last in an expression (e.g. 6𝑎 + 7). 

 

Example 1 
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Example 2 

 

 

 

 


