



Monday, April 27, 2020 

Church Family, 

We are excited to announce plans to reopen the church for on-site worship services! Despite the 
circumstances, God has been at work during the last several weeks.  God has taken care of our 
church ministry financially; all staff has been able to work and receive paychecks. We’ve been 
able to maintain our missions support for all missionaries, we have been able to donate relief to 
some worthy entities, especially the Covid unit at St. Thomas – Murfreesboro, and most 
importantly, we have seen people saved during this time.

We are eagerly anticipating meeting as a church family; however, due to the CDC guidelines, there will be 
some necessary changes.  We take very seriously the health and well-being of our church family and will 
do our part to follow the guidelines laid for group gatherings.  With that said, please take the time to read 
the following bullet points prior to attending a church service during this Reopening Phase.  

What we are doing to prepare for reopening: 
• Pairing down the capacity of our seating to 50% to follow CDC guidelines 
• Sanitizing all buildings and common spaces before and after all meetings 
• Limiting entry points to the buildings  
• Reconfiguring auditorium seating to comply with social distancing guidelines 
• Postponing all children’s ministries and nursery availability; all family members will remain 

together for worship in the auditorium 
• Providing multiple morning service times (9:00 & 11:00); evening service times will remain the 

same 
• Instituting no contact policies; providing alternative methods for offering collection and 

distribution of information 
• Providing sanitizing stations 
• Providing masks and gloves for staff work assignments 
• Temporarily utilizing staff in volunteer roles to allow families to be less susceptible to infection 
• Choir, orchestra, Sunday school, children and teen’s classes, bus ministry, and nursery will all be 

postponed until further notice 

What you can do as you plan to return to church: 
• Take personal responsibility for your own health 
• Continue to enjoy services online if you are considered high risk or if you, a member of your 

family, or someone you have been in contact with have tested positive for COVID-19 or displayed 
symptoms associated with COVID-19 per CDC guidelines 



• Consider the health and well-being of your fellow church family 
• Observe all social distancing guidelines, including no physical contact, remaining seated with your 

family, maintaining 6 ft. personal space (about 3 chairs between families) 
• If personal protective wear increases your sense of well-being, you are welcome to wear in the 

building and during services 
• Refrain from gathering at entrances, exits, and hallways 
• Adhere to all directional signage, guidelines, and instruction 

What you can expect at church when you arrive: 
• Two morning service times (identical services at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM) 
• Normal evening service times on Sundays and Wednesdays 
• Two main entrances (both drive-through canopy entrances); all other entrances will be closed; all 

exits will be accessible in the case of an emergency 
• Doors will open 30 minutes prior to service times 
• There will be signage with reminders and guidelines posted; informational handouts regarding 

distancing and no contact policies will be available at each entrance 
• Portions of the campus will be closed to limit the amount of cleaning and sanitizing  
• Offering drop-off locations will be designated at both entrances; no plates will be passed; as 

always, online giving is available 
• No hand-shaking or fellowship time during services 
• Rows will be removed from the auditorium seating to provide ample space for distancing 
• Family worship service (all children will remain in the auditorium to enjoy the service together as 

a family); FRBC Kids will provide a handout to help your child stay engaged 
• Hallway TV monitors and overflow seating will be broadcasting the live service if you need to slip 

out for any reason 
• Encouraging congregational singing, uplifting special music, and applicable Bible preaching 
• Controlled dismissal to alleviate unnecessary congestion 

While some of this may seem extreme, it is our goal to protect people while we gather to worship the Lord.  
It is also our goal to protect the reputation and future ministry of our church. 

As you know by now, plans continue to change moment by moment. We will continue to update you 
regarding schedule changes and church information through email, text messages, social media, and the 
church website. These are unprecedented times, but we know that God is working, and we look forward to 
seeing Him continue to work despite these necessary changes. Remember to take your personal health and 
well-being seriously and responsibly and trust God to do what only He can do. 

We look forward to seeing you in church soon!  If we can do anything to help you, don’t hesitate to call the 
church office. 

 
In Christ, 

Pastor Mike Norris


