
WIND, WAVES, AND JESUS/ 18-01 September 2-3, 2018

Welcome to Neighborhood Church! 
Happy Labor Day Weekend! 
-One thing I’ve always loved about this weekend is that this is the time all of our Simpson University students return to Redding!   
-We’re so glad to have you back in town… 

Let’s open the Bible to the New Testament book of Luke, chapter 8, v. 22. 

True Story:  when I was 14 years old, I ALMOST DIED on the shores of  
Laguna Beach in Southern California. 
- I wasn’t surfing…I was body-boarding (almost as cool as surfing!) 
- … “You’re from CA? Do you surf?” 
- … “Sort of, I lay down on a soft piece of foam…” 
- I positioned myself right where the crashing waves would collide with an outcropping of rocks. (this created a second wave of 

whitewater running parallel to the shoreline…I wanted to ride THAT wave) 
- In order to ride the 2nd wave, I had to stay close to the rocks and paddle OVER the 1st wave. 
- Well…this particular time, I didn’t make it over the first wave. 
- This wall of water HURLED me (5’2”, 100 lb. Trav) HEADLONG toward the rocks. 
- Somehow…I have no idea how…but I landed on the sand, just inches from the rocks. 

- That day, I gained a NEWFOUND RESPECT for the power of a wave. 
Open Water can be scary, can’t it? 
Have you ever been caught in a storm on a lake or in the ocean? 
In the Bible, the SEA often acts as a symbol of DISORDER, UNREST, CHAOS, the UNKNOWN…that which CANNOT BE CONTROLLED! 
(Does that sound like any aspect of your life today?) 

Today’s Bible passage, Luke 8:22-25, is an account of Jesus: 
…in a boat…with experienced fishermen 
…on the Sea of Galilee…in a violent storm. 

Let’s read it. 
- And let’s picture ourselves IN the story, ON the boat with Jesus, crossing from one side of the lake to the other. 
- We’re in a BOAT, not a ship.  It’s about 26 feet long, 7 feet wide, 4 feet deep…probably seats 15 people at most. 
- The voyage started off fine…but the weather has changed…the boat begins to rock. 

Luke 8:22-25 (NLT) 
22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.” So they got into a boat and started out. 23 As they sailed 
across, Jesus settled down for a nap. But soon a fierce storm came down on the lake. The boat was filling with water, and they were in real 
danger. 24 The disciples went and woke him up, shouting, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” When Jesus woke up, he rebuked the wind 
and the raging waves. Suddenly the storm stopped and all was calm. 25 Then he asked them, “Where is your faith?” 

The disciples were terrified and amazed. “Who is this man?” they asked each other. “When he gives a command, even the wind and 
waves obey him!” 

Wow.  Can you picture this event? 
- One man did paint a picture of it.  His name was Rembrandt. 
- 1633, he doodled a picture called The Storm on the Sea of Galilee: 
- This piece of art was hanging in a Boston museum until 1990. 
- I’m just curious, have any of you seen this painting in person since 1990?  Anybody? 
- Well, if you have seen it, I need to make a call to the authorities because it was stolen in 1990 by two men dressed as police officers. 
- There’s a 5 million dollar reward for it.  (let’s split it!) 

There are 14 men on this boat. 
- 1 is Jesus 
- We assume 12 are disciples 
- Who is the 14th person?  The man putting one hand to his hat and the other to the rigging is said to have the face of Rembrandt 

himself. 
- Rembrandt may have painted himself INTO the event! …Illustrating his own helplessness when confronted with the power of 

nature, the power of evil, and the uncontrollable chaos that life hurls at us…and the power of Christ to speak peace to that chaos! 
- This miraculous act leads us to deeper, trusting FAITH in Jesus in the midst of storms…when circumstances of our life have raged 

far beyond our control. 

Let’s explore this passage by looking at it closely: 

Luke 8:22 (NLT)   
22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.” So they got into a boat and started out. 
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What do YOU OBSERVE in this verse? 
- We see a command by Jesus: let’s go over to the other side of the lake. 

- The “lake” is the Sea of Galilee 
- Jesus has been ministering in Jewish territory 
- Now He wants to cross the lake and minister to Gentile territory (non-Jews) 
- It might sound simple, but to me, if Jesus wants to cross to the other side…then He is going to make it to the other side, right? 

Next, we see obedience to Jesus’ command:  So they got in a boat and started out. 
- NOTE:  Obedience to Jesus is NOT a promise of smooth sailing! 
- These guys do what Jesus asks…and it puts them in the middle of a furious storm! 

Luke 8:23a (NLT) 
23 As they sailed across, Jesus settled down for a nap. 

Because that’s what you do on a tiny boat filled with stinky fisherman: you catch a few “Z’s” 
- A verse like this reveals the HUMANITY of Jesus:  like us, he got tired. 
- He is exhausted from the work of ministry. 
- Jesus is teaching all day long, no microphone, no air conditioning… 
- He has to hammer out His power point slides on tablets of stone! 

- I listened to a pastor who said his activity tracker indicates that during one sermon, he burns the same amount of calories as a 5-
mile run! 
- Jesus needed rest and time away from the crowds. 
- He is so tired, that even the tossing of the boat doesn’t wake Him…because Jesus trusted God…He was at peace. 

Luke 8:23b (NLT) 
But soon a fierce storm came down on the lake. The boat was filling with water, and they were in real danger. 

- A “hurricane of wind” comes down upon them. 
- The Sea of Galilee is famous for its sudden squalls 
- The disciples find themselves in the kind of storm that cause you to lose your lunch and seriously believe that YOU are going to 

die…it’s a mathematical certainty.  
- Water is now filling the boat (I’m no sailor, but I know that’s bad). 
- The Biblical text says, “They were in REAL DANGER; Jeopardy.” 

Story:  In a ski boat on Lake Mead in Nevada/Arizona 
- Outdoor Magazine ranked Lake Mead as the Deadliest National Park in America…1/3 of the fatalities are due to drowning. 
- We could be water skiing on smooth, glassy water one moment, and without warning, be caught in ocean-like waves the 

next. 
- I once took cover under the bow of the boat…until a wave crashed over us…filling my only line of sight with a wall of water 

blocking my only exit out from under the bow. 
- “That’s IT!  I’m out of here!  If we reach dry land, I’m NEVER getting on this lake again.”  (well, at least until tomorrow!) 

And what is Jesus doing in this Hurricane? 
- He’s napping; sleeping like a baby; relaxed; at peace. 
- This storm, this chaos, this eruption of uncontrollable force is of no concern to Jesus. 

Do you see the CONTRAST in this scene? 
- We have the TURMOIL of the THRASHING STORM… And we have JESUS’ PEACEFUL REST in the same moment. 
- Can these two actually coexist in the same place???  Yes. 
- When the disciples stepped into that boat, they were in a situation they understood…. 
- it was familiar…THEY were in control of the boat. 
- But when the storm hits, everything changed.   
- They had NO CONTROL. 
- So how do they respond? 

Luke 8:24 (NLT) 
24 The disciples went and woke him up, shouting, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!”  [we are perishing!] 

The fear of being lost at sea is something we all can understand…and it’s a description of how HELPLESS we can feel as we navigate 
the treacherous waters of an unpredictable life. 

- What does Jesus do when the disciples call out to Him for help? 
- When Jesus woke up, he rebuked the wind and the raging waves. Suddenly the storm stopped and all was calm.  
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- Jesus “rebuked” the wind and waves. It means to “chide; admonish” 
- This is the same term used in the book of Luke when Jesus “rebuked” a demon (4:35, 41; 9:42) and “rebuked” a fever that was afflicting 

Simon’s mother-in-law (4:39). 

Jesus assumes authority OVER the wind and the waves. 
- He brings the chaos back into line. 
- In Mark’s account, Jesus says to the storm, “Silence! (Shut-it! Knock it off!) Be still!” 
- …and there was CALM. 
- …like that…the raging forces were silenced. 
- …no howling wind; no crashing waves. 
- …only an eerie slick on the water as the boat slowly stopped rocking. 
- Jesus napping reveals His HUMANITY. 
- Jesus telling the wind and waves what to do reveals His DIVINITY. 
- You might think we have reached the climax of the story…but we haven’t. 
- We find two questions: one asked by Jesus; one asked by the disciples. 

Luke 8:25a (NLT) 
25 Then he asked them, “Where is your faith?” 

- “You had faith, but you misplaced it.  Where did you put it?” 
- “You put your faith in the power of the storm…you trusted that the storm was greater than Me.” 
- The disciples worried about the waves MORE than they trusted Jesus to deliver them. 
- Where is your faith?  Do you NOT trust God to see you and care for you? 
- Jesus is saying to His disciples, “Guys, after all we’ve been through…you’ve seen My authority to forgive sin, to heal sickness, to 

cast out evil spirits…do you still not trust Me?” 

In the midst of events beyond our control…when we are confronted very real danger… 
- …we need not panic.   
- …Jesus is IN the boat with us. 
- …God is the God Who sees us; who cares for our best interest. 
- Jesus takes Satan and his evil powers of this world HEAD ON. 
- Jesus alone has and will break the power of evil in this world. 
- If Jesus has power over all creation, then surely He has power over anything we face in life! 

Luke 8:25b (NLT) 
The disciples were terrified and amazed. “Who is this man?” they asked each other. “When he gives a command, even the wind and waves 
obey him!” 

The disciples were afraid of the storm…but now, they are “terrified and amazed” at Jesus.   
Yes:  Jesus’ ministry is characterized by love, mercy, and gentleness… Yet there is an inescapable “otherness” about Jesus that leaves 
us in REVERENT AWE of His majesty. 

- Who is this?  That is our question, too… Who IS Jesus?? 
- Is He a teacher? A healer? 
- Yes, but He is so much more.   
- He is the Son of God who came to crush the power that sin and death held over us… 
- He is the sacrificial lamb of God who willingly came to take our sin upon Himself that we might be forgiven, cleansed of all our 

wickedness, and welcomed into God’s own family! 

What is your STORM? 
- What rages out of your control? 
- What consumes your thoughts and fills you with fear? 
- Is it about money? Marriage? Health?  Your kids? Your work?  
- Is it school? Is it your past? Is it your future? 
- Are you a victim to forces beyond your control? 
- Do you feel like you are in a tiny boat being thrashed by turbulent wind and waves? 
- Let me assure you:  your storm is REAL.  There is REAL DANGER. 
- Let me also assure you:  Jesus is REAL. His power is REAL.   
- And He has authority to speak peace to your chaos. 
- And Jesus is IN THE BOAT with you. 
- He is at rest. He is not freaking out.  So you don’t have to, either. 
- I’ve learned that we can take cues from whomever is in charge: 

Story:  18 years old on Lake Havasu with my youth pastor, Brian. 
- Driving in a boat, at night, trying to find our houseboat. 
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- I was fine…thought it was adventurous…but not Brian. 
- He was saying, “Oh, no. Oh, no. Oh, no.  We’re gonna die!” 
- I realized that maybe I, too, should be concerned! 
- If you’re on an airplane, and you see the pilot put on his parachute, you might want to return your seat-back to its upright and 

locked position (and probably tighten your seatbelt). 
- If you’re on a cruise, and you see the captain fastening his life vest…you might want to press pause on your game of 

shuffleboard and find the nearest lifeboat. 

Well, when faced with a ferocious storm in our life, we can take our cues from how Jesus is responding: 
- He is with us in the boat. 
- He is asleep (not inattentive or uncaring…but at peace; at rest; not freaking out). 
- We should pay more attention to Jesus than the storm… 
- And we can stop panicking. 

We studied this passage with our High School students a few weeks ago. 
- I use their insights to help me prepare messages. 
- Someone (I don’t know who), left a question about the passage on my Bible that day.  
- It’s a GREAT question: 
- “What would it have looked like had the disciples been faithful?” 

What do YOU think? 
- Me:  I think greater faith in the disciples would have STILL woken Jesus up…they would ROUSE Him to the dangers they were 

facing. 
- But I think they might have had greater trust in the power of Jesus than the chaos of the storm. 
- Almost an expectation that Jesus WOULD act on their behalf. 

In Mark’s account of this event, the disciples kind of accuse Jesus of not caring that they were in danger… 
Greater faith says, : 

- “Jesus, a storm is here…but we rest in your power. 
- You’re not panicking, so neither will we. 
- But we need YOU to do something about these waves… 
- or to tell us what to do!” 

Remember:  Christians are not a company of people who enjoy a trouble-free existence. 
- Jesus never promised that. 
- But He promised His presence and His power to ride out the storm,  
- victorious OVER trouble. 
- God has not promised to deliver us FROM storms,  
- but to be WITH us IN the storms. 

As I close us in prayer, I ask you now to IDENTIFY a storm that is raging right now in your life. 
- Give it a name; call it out for what it is. 
- Picture yourself in a boat, being thrown about by the storm you have identified. 
- Now, see that Jesus is with you, in your boat. 
- He’s at rest. He’s at peace. 
- Awaken Jesus. Call on His Name.  
- Ask Jesus to quiet this storm.   
- Ask Jesus to speak peace to the chaos that IN and AGAINST you. 
- Don’t Forget:  THE WAVES and WIND STILL KNOW HIS NAME! 

Prayer: 
God, you are Omnipotent:  Your power is infinite, and we worship You as Sovereign: You are the great and caring ruler over my life 
AND over all creation. These storms that rage against us are no match for You. 
In faith, we declare that You are greater, You are stronger, and You have authority over the evil that comes against us. 
Rise up and speak Your peace over these storms…for our hope and trust is in You. 
In the Storm-Ceasing Name of Jesus we pray, Amen! 
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