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……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Introduction 

Choice of words in developing a short story or narrative is a crucial technique. 

When you are planning to write a story think of 

 your purpose for writing (why you are writing and the effect you want your story 

to have) 

 your audience( who is going to be reading and the emotions you want to evoke in 

them) 

as these determine the style of your narrative. 

Therefore if you choose the right words, it will have the desired effect. 

Instruction 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header. Make sure that your handwriting is neat and 

legible. 

Practice 1 

Read this opening again. 

“Well, thank heavens that *yokel seemed to know the place,” said Mr Cort to himself. 

“First to the right, second to the left, black gates.” I hope the oaf in Wendover who sent 

me six miles out of my way will freeze to death. It’s not often like this in England – cold 

as the penny in a dead man’s eye. He’d barely reach the place before dusk. He let the 

car out over the rasping frozen roads. “First to the right – must be this – second to the 

left, must be this – and there were the black gates. He got out, swung them open, and 

drove cautiously up a narrow twisting drive, his headlights peering suspiciously round 

the bends. Those hedges wanted clipping, he thought, and this lane would have to be 

remetalled – full of holes. Nasty drive up on a bad night, would cost some money, 

though. 

from Blind Man’s Buff by H. Russel Wakefield 

*yokel – a simple country fellow 
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Q1. This is the second time you are looking at the excerpt. Explain in a sentence or two 

your understanding of the paragraph.……………………………………………………… 

Q2. “Well, thank heavens that *yokel seemed to know the place,” said Mr Cort to 

himself. “First to the right, second to the left, black gates.” I hope the oaf in Wendover 

who sent me six miles out of my way will freeze to death.  

A. Do you think Mr Cort is happy? What is the word or phrase that indicates that mood? 

Explain your answer………………………………………………………………………. 

B. The words ‘yokel’ and ‘oaf’ are used in two different sentences. Was Mr Cort using 

two different words to refer to the same person? Or could they be two different people? 

Explain your answer………………………………………………………………………….. 

Q3. It’s not often like this in England – cold as the penny in a dead man’s eye.   

A. What is this phrase an example of? ……………………………………………………… 

B. What does it mean? ………………………………………………………………………… 

Q4. He let the car out over the rasping frozen roads.  

A. What part of speech is the underlined word? …………………………………………… 

B. The word ‘rasping’ adds extra effect to the description of the road. What is that 

effect?  ………………………………………………….. 

Q5. ‘…his headlights peering suspiciously round the bends.’ 

Why do you think the underlined word is used in this context?  ……………………… 

In Lesson 33, you were tasked to identify the context set in an opening of a story. And 

that is the context we set for any opening or beginning to our stories. 

In Lesson 34, the focus was still on the opening of a story but paying attention to details 

such as the setting and character development. 

In this lesson, after you complete the questions you will have gained an insight into the 

way writers create their story right from the start and words and use of imagery plays an 

important role in creating the desired effect. 


