
 

 

 

 

 

 

Why ‘The Aussie Backyard Bird Count’?  

 Engage school communities in the natural world while getting to know the birds in their local schoolyard 

through participation in a simple, fun, all-ages activity that can be done anywhere 

 A chance to educate local school communities and create bird-friendly spaces in gardens 

 Connect with a wide range of Australians through national media coverage, communications partners, 

local promotion and key local/regional BirdLife Australia activities  

 Over time, The Aussie Backyard Bird Count will become an annual national event and provide vital 

information on how our local birds are faring 

 

 

When 

The second annual Aussie Backyard Bird Count will be held from 19-25 October 2015. 

 

Event details 

Through research we know that over 4 million Australians have a love of nature and over 1 million Australians 
enjoy learning more about birds. We know that many would like to learn more about the birds around them, 
but are too busy or feel they don’t know where to start. 
 

With this in mind, we’re keeping it simple: 

 Spend 20 minutes in your local park, schoolyard or other favourite ‘green patch’ 

 Teachers and students can participate as individuals or as a class group 

 Use the Aussie Backyard Bird Count app (available to download early September), or the form on our 

website www.aussiebirdcount.org.au to record the types of birds you see and roughly how many 

 No prior bird watching experience is necessary. Not sure about a bird? Don’t worry, there’ll be a Bird ID 

look-up built into the app and on the website so you can easily identify the birds 

 Once your class has added their bird sighting information into the app or website, it will be added to the 

information from thousands of other Australians. You will instantly be able to see live statistics on the 

number of people taking part and the number of birds and species counted right across Australia! 

 Participants will have the chance to win some fantastic prizes 
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How to get involved 
 

 Organise your own ‘Aussie Backyard Bird Count’ class activity.  

Suggestions for activities: 

 Guided walks — if you need a guide, get in touch and we can put you in contact with your local 

BirdLife branch who may be able to provide one 

 Breakfast with the birds — get the kids together for an early-morning snack and a bird watch 

 Slot into existing English, Maths or Science curriculum 

 Let your students, parents and staff know about the event and website via newsletters and social media to 

encourage their participation 

 Put posters up around the school, place some promotional bookmarks in the library or hand out them out 

to your students  

 Put your class forward to be part of the ‘ABBC Media Talent’. Frequently, local newspapers seek out 

schools from their local area to speak with and the more efficiently we can identify and access these 

people, the more likely they are to run the story. 

 

Benefits of Participating  

 Association with Australia’s largest and most respected independent bird conservation organisation 

 Opportunity for students to become citizen scientists in Australia’s largest backyard bird count 

 Opportunity for students to connect with the nature in their schoolyard 

 Opportunity to develop broader understanding of the needs of local birds 

 

In 2014... 
 

 There were over 9,000 individuals who submitted surveys for over 28,000 observers  

 Over 20,000 checklists were submitted  

 And over 800,000 birds sighted right across Australia! 

 
 
 
 
If you would like to get involved, receive promotional materials, or for more information please contact: 
 
Stacey Maden 
National Events Coordinator 
E: stacey.maden@birdlife.org.au 
T: (03) 9347 0757 ext 253 

mailto:stacey.maden@birdlife.org.au

