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Introduction  

This lesson has 1 resource titled “Negative Numbers”. 

 

Outcomes 

By the end this lesson you should be able to: 

 Explain the term Intergers. 

 Differentiate between  positive and negative numbers. 

Instructions  

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and clear. (I will 

be checking your Exercise Book when you return to School).  

To complete this lesson, you must follow these steps:  

Step 1. Attempt the practical titled “Negative Numbers” 

Step 2. Follow the steps on page 2 and be sure to copy the table into your Mathematics 

Exercise Book. 

Step 3. Now move on to Activity 22. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Negative and Positive Numbers 

In real world, negative numbers are used to represent loss or lesser value. Example; in 

bookkeeping amounts owed are represented by negative values which are usually in red. In 

Science, negative values represent very low temperatures on the Celsius or Fahrenheit scales in a 

thermometer.  For instance a -4° is pronounced as negative 4 degree Celsius or minus 4 degree 

Celsius. In athletics, measuring wind assistance in sprint, hurdles, etc. uses negative numbers for a 

headwind and positive for a tailwind. In an elevator negative numbers represent storeys in a building 

below ground floor. 

 

In mathematics, a negative number represents an opposite. So if I want to know the opposite of the 

number 4 (positive) I use its negative (-4). In the real number system, a negative number is a 

number less than zero. So -1, -2, -3 are values less than zero. In the opposite, positive numbers are 

values greater than zero, so 1, 2, 3 are values greater than zero. 

Some key terms – Integers- refer to positive and negative whole numbers including zero 

Natural numbers- positive whole numbers including zero 

Real numbers- all numbers except zero 

 

Amazing Fact- No sign means it’s a positive number, e.g. 2 is still the same as +2 

 
Skill- adding/subtracting negative numbers on a number line 
 
Mathematics Practical: Solve 0 + 2 + (−3) + 1 
 
Step 1- Draw an open number line (about 11 cm long) and mark 1cm for every digit. This is your 
scale. You should have 11 markings on your number line. 
 
Step 2- Plot the numbers 1 to 5, 0 and -1 to -5. On the right are positive numbers, centre will be 
zero and left side of the number line are negative numbers. 
 
Step 3- Label your number line. Show your number line to a friend. 
 
Step 4- Add 2- Start at zero and using your pencil, jump two places to the RIGHT. Then mark the 
new point on your number line. DO NOT FORGET THAT YOU ARE NOW AT 2. 
 
Step 5- From where you are, move three places to the LEFT. Indicate with a point where you are 
now. Show your teacher. 
 
Step 6- If you are at -1 you are on point! Now move one place to the RIGHT and mark with a start 
once you are done! 
 
Answer- ZERO! 
 


