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O come, thou day-spring, come and cheer                                                                                                       

Our spirits by thine advent here                                                                                                                

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night                                                                                                                  

And death's dark shadows put to flight.                                                                                                     

Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel                                                                                                                             

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

We are more than half-way through the Season of Hope which is Advent, looking forward to 

the great Feast of Christmas and the celebration of the Incarnation of God-with-us, 

Emmanuel. We all long for the gloomy clouds of coronavirus to be dispersed, which, please 

God, they will be in the months ahead as vaccines are made available throughout the world.  

But we must hold fast for now to the restrictions that remain in place as well as the 

protocols on hygiene and safety. 

Our Parish celebration of Christmas will be quite different this year because of the 

coronavirus which is still rampant in London.  Attached is a list of the Masses over the 

Christmas period.  Please note the changes to times – and remember that the Church can 

only seat 95 people socially-distanced and wearing face coverings.  There will be no 

traditional Midnight Mass this year – but instead a Mass at 9.00pm on Christmas Eve. Places 

in the Church for Mass will be on a first-come, first-served basis.    I thank the parishioners 

who have so generously offered to act at stewards at these Masses and ask you please to do 

as they say! 

Sadly, we will not be able to serve the full ‘Open Christmas Dinner’ this year either.  Instead, 

some parishioners will be handing out a simple packed lunch at 12.30 on Christmas Day to 

our less fortunate brothers and sisters, along with gifts from our School children. 

On behalf of Fr Allan and Fr Larry I wish you and your loved ones every blessing this 

Christmas and may the Year of Our Lord 2021 be a better one for the whole human family!  

                                                                                                                            Mgr Séamus O’Boyle 


