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Who is a True Christian?

A Study from the Epistle of James

Introduction

 Each book in the Bible deals with a specific theme,

even though several subjects are referred to.

eg) Romans — Justification by Faith

Ephesians — Heavenly Blessings on Earth

Philippians — Joy amidst Suffering

There’s one book which is dedicated to explain

practical Christianity —

Epistle of James

In the entire NT, the definition for TRUE RELIGION is

found in this book only — (1:27)

 This Epistle is not regional but universal in scope

(Geographical)

1:1 ... “scattered abroad”

out of Palestine and settled thro’out

the Mediterranean world.

 For all time (Historical and Chronological)

From “scattering” (1:1) to “Second Coming” (5:8,9)

 Both about belief & behaviour (Theological & Practical)

2:19,20

Very practical: waves ... tree ... fields ... horses ...

Not just hearing but also doing (1:22)

C
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 The Epistle is soft as well as strong —

eg) “My brothers” (14 times) 1:2,16,19; 2:1,5,14; 3:1,10;

4:11; 5:7,9,10,12,19

“Foolish man” ... 2:20

“Adulterers ... Adulteresses” ... 4:4

 Practical but sound in theology —

Immutable Character of the Father (1:17,27)

Indwelling Presence of the Spirit (4:5)

Imminent Return of the Son (5:8,9)

 Linked to the other portions of the Bible

(Canonical, Scriptural) —

Atleast 40 allusions to the OT.

More than 20 to the Sermon on the Mount.

 Background of the author —

First rejected Jesus even though he was His first eldest

half brother (Mk 6:3; Jn 7:5).

Later he became a pillar of the Church (Gal 2:9).

He was called “James the Just.”

An intelligent and practical man.

Marks of a True Christian from the Epistle of James —

1. He resists temptations relentlessly.

There is no one who will not be tempted.

There is no area where we will not be tempted.

Temptations intensify immediately after Rebirth.

Temptation is not sin —

Jesus was “tempted like us in all points” (Heb 4:15)

How to overcome —

(a) Don’t blame God for temptations (Js 1:13-16)

Desires  Temptations  Sin  Death

  eg) Going to a place of temptation.

Accept personal responsibility for failures.

Adam blamed “God” for his failure.

(b) Put an end to double-mindedness (4:7-9)

Hate sin outrightly. (Secret desires)

Do not compromise.

Sorrow deeply for failures —

“lament ... mourn ... weep”

Only total surrender to God gives you power to resist Satan

 (4:7)

(c) Steer clear of the sinful ways of the world.

Do not flirt around its allurements (4:4,5)

1:27c ... unspotted by the world.

Downward trend everywhere

God rewards those who say no to sin — (1:12)

2. He controls his tongue diligently.

 Super-importance of tongue-control:

1:26 ... useless religion

3:2 ... perfect man ... whole body

 Difficulty of tongue-control —

3:3-8 ... Illustrated by

horses (v3)

ships (v4)

fire (v5)

birds, beasts, fish (v7)
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 How to control —

a) Purpose: Psa 39:1; 17:3b

b) Pray: Psa 141:2,3

c) Practise —

(i) Swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath (Js 1:19)

Resist the temptation to speak

on every subject. (impulse)

(ii) Realize that cursing any man is actually cursing

the Creator (3:9,10).

Abuse, bad words.

Never hurt anyone.

(iii) Hate lying and exaggeration (5:12).

3. He relates to people lovingly.

 Knowledge is from textbooks, but wisdom is from God.

Knowledge & Information explosion.

An IMPERSONAL world.

Mere knowledge “puffs up” — boasts of oneself —

but wisdom from Above is “gentle” & “peaceable”

3:14-18 ... envy, bitterness,

self-seeking, partiality

4:1 ... fights & wars

 How to improve relationships —

a) Stop speaking evil of anyone (4:11,12)

No one is 100% bad or 100% good!

b) Do not expect perfection in others —

Better-than-thou attitude.

5:9 ... Realize your own imperfections,

and that the Judge is at the door.

Confess your shortcomings to your friend

and pray for one another —

5:16 (Everyone has failures.)

c) If anyone goes astray, don’t broadcast it but do all

that’s possible to bring him back with love — (5:19,20)

(See Outlines 151 & 152.)

4. He treats everyone impartially.

 A long passage of 13 verses is allotted to condemn

partiality —

2:1-13 (Read the entire passage.)

“Partiality” is as serious as “adultery” or “murder” (2:10,11)

 Rich vs. Poor

— It starts in the Church (2:2)

— It leads to the courts (2:6)

 Casteism —

Indian Society is divided into 4 major castes —

Brahmins — the priestly caste

— Thought to be born from God’s mouth.

Kshatriyas — the martial caste

— Thought to be born from God’s arms.

Vaishyas — the business caste

— Thought to be born from God’s belly.

Shudras — the labour caste (untouchables)

— Thought to be born from God’s feet.

But the Bible says, “from one man (Adam) all are created”

(Acts 17:26,28)

Neither Jew nor Greek

God deliberately chooses the poor and the weak —

Js 2:5; 1 Cor 1:26-29
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5. He helps the poor generously.

 The history book of the early Church is called

“ACTS” of the Apostles;

but today’s Christianity more of “words” than “works!”

The first ACT of the early Church was Charity —

Acts 2:44,45

   4:34,35

Apostle James restores this emphasis —

Js 2:14-17 ... “Words ... Peace!”

“Works of Faith”

 Hardly do we hear Sermons on Charity, but —

+ John the Baptist (Before Christ) ... Lk 3:10,11

+ Jesus Christ — “What you did to the little ones”

 ... Mt 25:40

+ James, Peter & John to Paul & Barnabas

(After Christ)

“Remember the poor” (Gal 2:9,10)

 We can say, “Christianity is Charity!”

We can’t say, “Charity is Christianity!”

Christianity today is in a distorted version.

It has extremes — leaving one for the other.

Dr. E. Stanley Jones (1884-1973):

“Spirituality without Charity is a soul without body.

Charity without spirituality is a body without soul.

One is a ghost; the other a corpse.”

 Mother Teresa & Graham Staines have impacted India

more than what all our evangelism has done.

We still have “Starvation Deaths” in India.

Do all you can to uplift the poor —

Js 1:9-11 ... exaltation ... humiliation

Charity is not an option but an obligation —

4:17 ... does not do good ... it is sin ...

Not doing good is SIN. (Sin of omission)

6. He prays for everything fervently.

Prayer is the vital breath of the Christian.

Prayer to him is what water is to fish.

 “Eat to live”  vs.  “Live to eat”

Similarly “Pray to live”  vs.  “Live to pray”

Heb 7:25b ... Christ ever lives to pray

CHRISTIAN — CHRIST - I - A - N

  N   B   E

       O   A

       V   R

       E

 Tradition says that James was known for his prayer.

He had thick and swollen knees.

He gives 3 practical lessons on prayer —

a) Priority in Prayer

1:5-8 ... Wisdom is the principal thing.

Solomon even in a dream (1 Ki 3:5-9).

i.e. Spiritual matters (eg. Lord’s Prayer)

 Name/Kingdom/Will/Sins/Temptation/Evil

b) Problem in Prayer

4:1-3 ... Ask in line with God’s will

— They were obviously praying

against one another.
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c) Persistence in Prayer

5:13-18 ... Individual or Corporate prayer

— Physical sickness (v14)

— Spiritual problem (v16)

— Material need (v18) (Rain)

7. He trusts God for his future confidently.

4:13-16 ... If the Lord wills ...

 Nothing wrong in having ambitions and aspirations in life,

provided we submit them to the Lord —

Psa 37:4,5 ... Commit your way to the Lord

In a world of economic collapse, the uncertain & unknown

future is the greatest botheration & worry for youngsters—

But Jesus said: Mt 6:31-33 ... Your Father knows

 Conclusion

Who is a True Christian?

We can identify him by —

1. How he handles temptations.  (a) DEVIL

2. How he speaks.

3. How he relates to others.
 (b) PEOPLE

4. How he treats people.

5. How he cares for the poor.

6. How he prays.

7. How he looks forward to future.  (c) GOD

i.e. (a) How he resists the DEVIL

(b) How he relates to PEOPLE

(c) How he relies on GOD

(Study the Outline 37 also.)
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Who is a Balanced Christian?

Introduction

 I suffered from Menier’s Syndrome —

Loss of balance due to the fluid position

in the labyrinth. (equilibrium)

 Bird — 2 wings

Train — 2 rails

Coin — 2 sides

 Truth is parallel.

 Half truth is more dangerous than total lie! (eg. Gen 3:5)

“half-baked bread” (Hos 7:8)

That’s why an unsteady walk with God!

Most of the false doctrines are due to eccentricity.

Overemphasis of one truth at the cost of others ...

Origin of cults ...

 Extremism leads to eccentricity.

Eccentricity leads to seclusion and sectarianism.

 “It is written ... It is also written ... ” (Mt 4:5-7)

Because of imbalance —

... divisions in the Church

... dwarfing of Christians

... deceptions in doctrine

 Of the many areas where we need balance,

seven are primary—
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1. Bible Meditation  AND  Prayer

 Too much time in study or too much in prayer!

 First listen to God and then speak to Him —

Eccl 5:1,2

 Revival & Restoration under Ezra and Nehemiah —

Neh 9:3 ... 6 hrs for Word-study

6 hrs for Worship

I’ve seen revivals dying out too soon

accomplishing too little ... or fanning out strange fires.

 Fasting —

Jesus (Mt 4:4) ... During those 40 days,

He was feasting on the Word of God.

Novel doctrines born after seasons of fasting

by many preachers!

 Sunday Services — Too much time in worship ...

Too little for the Word

But in Acts 2:40 ... with many words he exhorted ...

20:7-11 ... message until midnight ... daybreak

Col 3:16 ... Word of Christ richly ...

 Worship —

“in Spirit and in Truth” (Jn 4:24)

Today, the “truth” content is lacking!

Worship AND Word connected (Psa 138:2)

Worship is our response to revelations from the Word.

Conversational relationship.

 At the same time, mere knowledge puffs up!

Heart ... Head

 Word of God AND Power of God

eg) 7 brothers + 1 woman (Mk 12:24)

2. Old Testament  AND  New Testament

 2 Testaments — 2 lips of God

NT concealed in OT.

OT revealed in NT.

 Well instructed Scribe ... New AND Old (Mt 13:52)

 All Scripture profitable (2 Tim 3:16)

“Whatever happened to Israelites” (1 Cor 10:11)

 But we are not under the Old Covenant.

The ceremonial part is gone —

eg) Jesus ... leaves out Sabbath!

Mt 19:16-20

Festivals ... Dietary regulations ... Sacrifices —

Free to observe days ... eat food ... etc ...

(Rom 14:5,6)

Externals vs. Internal aspect

But the moral standard is raised —

eg) Murder ... “But I say to you!”

Adultery ...  (Mt 5:21,22,27,28)

 Law vs. Grace —

“Law ... but grace and truth” (Jn 1:17)

Neither legalism not licentiousness.

“Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?”

(Rom 5:20-6:1)

“Sin no more!” (Jn 5:14)

Not legalism but discipline.

 OT ... Do!

NT ... Done!

Inner enablement: Laws on the heart (x stone) ...

Sins remembered no more!

(Heb 8:10,12)
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 Read thro’ the entire Bible every year or two years:

A healthy proportion: OT once, NT at least twice!

Use Reference Bibles

3. Love for God  AND  Love for Man

Love God ... Love neighbour ... Mt 22:35-40

eg) “Who is my neighbour?”

(To whom should I be a neighbour?)

Lk 10:29,30 (Good Samaritan)

Priest & Levite  Religion = duty to God

but failed in duty to man.

eg) Tithing, but no mercy ... Mt 23:23

 A Call to Balance —

 Christmas: Glory to God ...

Goodwill towards men (Lk 2:14)

 Jesus: Son of God ... Son of Man

Favour with God ... Favour with men (Lk 2:52)

“Beloved of the Father” (Lk 3:22);

“Friend of Sinners” (Lk 7:34)

 Cross:  Reconciliation with God AND with man.

Vertical AND horizontal relationships.

(Acts 24:16)

 Pentecost: Praising God AND favour with all (Acts 2:47)

(Separation vs. Seclusion)

One incomplete without the other —

 If anyone says he loves God but hates his brother ...

How can he love God ... (1 Jn 4:20)

 When you come to the altar (God),

... first reconcile with your brother ... (Mt 5:23,24)

 Lift up holy hands () without anger () (1 Tim 2:8)

4. Family  AND  Work/Ministry

 Two extremes:

Work ... Work ... neglect of family

Family ... Family ... neglect of ministry

 Family is the unit to test and to train a man —

eg) If a man does not know how to ...

1 Tim 3:4,5

 Jesus balanced both —

eg) Temple: 12 yrs (Lk 2:48-51)

My Father’s business ... subject to them

eg) Who is my mother ... brothers? (Mk 3:31-35)

 but on the Cross ... “Behold, your son!”

(Jn 19:26,27)

eg) Husband-wife

 Jesus the perfect model —

 “As Christ loved the Church ...” (Eph 5:25)

 A triangular prescription —

Do not neglect one for the other.

Plan your non-working hours (spare time) —

— for family (spouse/children)

— for ministry

Work while you work;

Play while you play;

This is the way

To be happy and gay!

FAMILY MINISTRY /  WORK

GOD
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Talk to your spouse and find out how you can

reorganize your time.

Do not wait for a calamity to strike you!

5. Prosperity  AND  Adversity

 Once it was thought the deeper the poverty,

the higher the spirituality.

Now the pendulum has swung to the other extreme.

Prosperity not a measure of spirituality —

  eg) Some of the richest men are infidels or idolators.

But some of the poorest are rich in faith (Js 2:5)

  eg) Mary ... turtle doves ... too poor to bring a lamb

But, “Blessed among women!”

(Lev 12:6,8/Lk 2:22-24)

 Health & Wealth Gospel ... Prosperity Message

... Most popular!

 A call to balance —

Dt 32:39 ... God ... I kill ... I heal

Job 2:10 ... Shall we not accept bad ...?

In all this, Job did not sin!

(Unlike Jonah — Jon 4:5-8)

Psa 66:11,12 ... Net ... affliction ... fulfillment

Psa 74:16 ... day is Yours ... night ALSO Yours

Eccl 7:14 ... Rejoice ... Consider ... Reflect

Isa 45:7 ... Light ... darkness

Jer 31:28 ... destroy ... build

Lam 3:38 ... Woe AND Wellbeing

Phil 4:12,13 ... How to abound AND to be abased ...

All things thro’ Christ

 If you have more than what you need

it is in order to give to those in need ... (2 Cor 8:14,15)

 Health — Sickness does not mean lack of faith —

Every other man of God is sick!

Now only firstfruits ...

“Redemption of body” only in future (Rom 8:22,23)

Until then, “God’s Grace is sufficient”

 Wealth: OT — essentially material

NT — primarily spiritual

6. Evangelism  AND  Charity

 Some care only about the soul and neglect the

bodily needs—

This is condemned: Js 2:15-17 ... “Peace!”

They criticize: “Soap ... Soup ... Salvation”

(William Booth, Founder of Salvation Army)

But Jesus: “Preach ... Heal ...” (Mt 10:7,8)

A leper not healed can go to Heaven,

but not an unforgiven sinner!

 Apostles —

Gal 2:9,10 ... Peter + James + John

Paul + Barnabas

“Remember the poor!”

 Two groups — unpleasant surprise:

a) “Did we not prophesy ... miracles?” (Mt 7:22,23)

b) “When did we see you hungry?”     (25:41-46)

 Do not condemn/criticize the other group.

Coordinate ... Complement ...
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eg) Evangelistic organisations = Feet — “GO!”

Relief agencies = Hands — “DO!”

Christ is the Saviour of the “body” also (Eph 5:23b)

 Give both to God’s work and the Poor.

Why not another tithe?

— Fundraising campaigns:

“God loves a cheerful giver.”

 Context? 2 Cor 9:7-10 — Charity

7. Churches  AND  Missions

 God has raised many missionary organisations

& evangelistic agencies ...

eg) YFC, CCC, FMPB, GEMS, BYM, IEM, Bible Societies,

World Vision, Compassion International, etc. ...

Tensions & Conflicts between them

and the Churches exist.

A proper understanding helps —

 Churches beget missions (Acts 13:1-4);

Missions beget Churches (Paul & Co. planted Churches)

The mission of the Church is Missions;

The mission of Missions is Church planting.

 Churches & Missions —

eg) Eph 4:11

Pastors + Teachers + Prophets

 — essentially local/residential

Apostles + Evangelists

 — primarily translocal/mobile

God’s call: Let My people GO!

Let My people GROW!

 Para-Church organisations —

Extension of the arm of the Church —

eg) Bible Translation

Pioneer Evangelism

Special groups (blind, drug addicts, etc.),

Not over-independence;

but interdependence!

There must be mutual understanding.

 Churches should not treat Missions with contempt —

eg) Saul ... 1000s

David ... 10000s (1 Sam 18:6-9)

No competition/comparison but complementation.

Whoever wins — Saul or David — victory is for Israel!

 Be faithful in Church life;

Be helpful to Missions.

Both have strengths and weaknesses.

We must stay united!

Learn from one another.

 No building without scaffolding (Missions).

Scaffolding is only for building (Churches).

 Conclusion

 Balance does not mean Neutrality!

 A Promise:

“If you turn to the left or to the right ...”

(Isa 30:21)

(Study the Outline 54 also.)
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Introduction

Gal 6:14-16 ... “Glory except in the Cross”

Paul’s thorough and radical conversion —

“a new creation” (v15)

“this rule” (v16)

i.e. a personal revelation of the New Covenant

(1 Cor 11:23-25) ... I received from the Lord

The life is in the Blood (Gen 9:4)

Our redemption is thro’ the Blood of Christ —

(1 Pet 1:18,19)

Blessings of the Blood of Jesus —

1. Deliverance from Judgment & Darkness

Ex 12:12,13/Heb 11:28 ... Firstborn passed over!

Similarly, Josh 2:15-18 ... Rahab! Even the worst of

sinners can be saved!

“Harlot Rahab” (Heb 11:31)

Heb 2:14,15 ... Fear of Death

(Natural fear overcome by supernatural boldness)

Col 1:13,14 ... Power of darkness

 eg) Eph 6:12

2. Justification & Sanctification

Step I —Eph 1:7 ...Forgiveness

Step II —Rev 1:5 ...Washing

Step III —I Jn 1:7 ...Continual cleansing

Step IV —Rev 7:14 ...Washing amidst trials & tribulations

3. Witness & Access

1 Jn 5:8-11 ... Inner assurance

No more guilt

So we may boldly enter the Holiest —

Heb 10:19-22

The Father sees us “in” and “through” Christ only —

Total identification

Rom 6:3-6 ... dead ... buried ... rose ...

Here lies the significance of water baptism.

4. Fellowship with God’s Children

Eph 2:11-16 ... eg) Jews & Gentiles

1 Cor 11:25 .. The Lord’s Supper

“In remembrance of Me” (1 Cor 11:24)

a) The Lord’s Death (v26)

b) The Lord’s Covenant (v25)

c) The Lord’s Body (v29/10:16,17) (1 Jn 1:7)

d) The Lord’s Coming (v26)

The Lord’s Supper is not for unbelievers —

Ex 12:43-47

Unworthy participation — Sickness (vv29,30)

Worthy participation — Healing!

Ex 15:22-26 ... The Tree and then the statute of healing

Isa 53:5/Mt 8:16,17 ... Healing stripes

5. Life of Obedience & Service

 We are basically children of disobedience (Eph 2:1-3)
The Blood of Jesus not only cleanses us but also leads

us to obedience —

1 Pet 1:2 ... very election

Heb 12:24,25 ... speaking better things than Abel ...

so obey.
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Cain could not escape the voice of Abel’s blood!

The Blood of Christ exerts a holy influence on us

to keep us in the bounds of obedience.

 Heb 9:14 ... Conscience purged to serve God

 (v21 ... vessels sanctified)

Service not accepted without Blood (eg. Cain)

Heb 13:20,21 ... complete in every good work ...

6. Victory over Satan

Rev 12:11 ... Blood + Testimony

Not easy ... like a magic ...

but to resist risking life — “though unto death”

The enemy tempts us through —

a) the flesh —

Victory thro’ the Cross (Gal 5:24)

A constant reckoning.

b) the world —

Victory thro’ the Cross (Gal 6:14)

Sodom & Egypt (Rev 11:8)

Beware of demonic music, etc.

Demonic oppressions/Corrupting the mind

7. Eternal life & Resurrection

Jn 6:53-55 ... My flesh ... My blood

Heb 9:12 ... Eternal redemption

We are safe and secure under Christ’s Blood.

Rev 5:9,10 ... The Song of the Redeemed ...

:12,13 ... The Lamb who was slain

Thus Christian life from Alpha to Omega

is covered by the Blood of Christ.

200199

36

Victory through the Victor

Introduction

Rom 8:37 ... more than conquerors ...

1 Cor 15:57 ... God who gives us victory ...

2 Cor 2:14 ... God always leads us in triumph ...

In spite of these glorious statements,

defeated Christians outnumber victorious Christians —

Defeats in Personal Life

Defeats in Family Life

Defeats in Public Life

Defeats in Ministerial Life

Unless we are victorious within and without,

we will have nothing to offer to this world of defeats.

One of the reasons for discouragement

in Christian ministry is “defeats.”

Why defeat? — Lack of strength

Strength ... Warfare (Eph 6:10,11)

Strength ... Warfare (2 Tim 2:1,3,4)

The devil is more furious than ever (Rev 12:12).

But Victory is ours thro’ the Victor! (“IN THE LORD”)

How?

IN Christ & THROUGH Christ

1. Through the Example of Christ

i.e. by following Christ’s Example

The devil was after Christ from Cradle to Cross.

“Tempted in all points, yet no sin” (Heb 4:15)
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Secret:

a) Total surrender to the Father’s authority

Heb 10:5-7 ... Behold I come ... a body ...

Centurion’s confession (Mt 8:8,9)

Submit to God and Resist the devil (Js 4:7)

b) Vigilance thro’ prayer

Satan strikes us when most unexpected.

Watchfulness in prayer (Mt 26:41/Heb 4:7)

Fasting to be added (Mt 17:21)

The devil is usually good-looking!

He is a masquerader (2 Cor 11:14).

eg) As a promoter (Mt 4:5-10)

 As a wellwisher (Peter) (Mt 16:21-23)

Jesus had a sensitivity to discern, thro’ prayer.

c) Would Jesus say/do/approve this?

Close study of the four Gospels —

What Would Jesus Do? (WWJD)

2. Through the Blood of Christ

i.e. by applying Christ’s Blood

Satan trembles at the Blood of Christ.

He cannot come near the scarlet thread (Josh 2:17,18)

— He is a master-accuser (Rev 12:10,11)

He keeps condemning us (Rom 8:34)

It is Christ who died.

Conviction vs. Condemnation

— Walk in transparency before God.

The Blood of Christ keeps cleansing us (1 Jn 1:7)

Conscience freed from “guilt” by the Blood (Heb 9:14)

— Do not depend on feelings.

Crucified, dead and buried with Christ

(Rom 6:6,7,11)

Fact  Faith  Feelings

Next time the devil reminds you of your past sin,

remind him of his future!

D.L. Moody: “One drop of Christ’s Blood is worth

 more than heaven and earth!”

3. Through the Resurrection of Christ

i.e. by celebrating Christ’s Resurrection

— If Christ is not risen ... (1 Cor 15:17)

— He lives in us! ... how? By faith (Eph 3:17)

— Christ is greater than the devil (1 Jn 4:4)

Therefore overcoming!

— Jesus: “Be of good cheer (no depression);

I’ve overcome the world!” (Jn 16:33)

— Because of Resurrection,

He is given a Name above every Name (Eph 1:19-21)

“Name of the Lord ... a strong tower” (Prov 18:10)

(No scud missile can penetrate this bunker!)

— David & Goliath: “In the NAME of ...” (1 Sam 17:45)

Forget not the past victories: Lion & Bear ... (1 Sam 17:37)

— Christ is now seated at the right hand of the Father.

Come boldly to the Throne anytime for help (Heb 4:14-16)

Instant contact — Hotline to Heaven!
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4. Through the Spirit of Christ

i.e. by being filled with Christ’s Spirit

“When the enemy comes like a flood ...” (Isa 59:19)

Paul: Spirit of Christ has made me free

(Rom 7:23,24; 8:2,9,10)

Fruit of the Spirit subdues works of the flesh (Gal 5:19-23)

“There is no law against these”

— Jealousy of the Spirit who is resident in us (Js 4:5)

He enables us to say an immediate “no” to the lusts.
He (like Eliezer) is carrying the Bride Home to be married

to Abraham’s Son!

Nobody will be allowed to touch the Bride!

— Body is the Temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 3:16; 6:19)

Live with this awareness.

“Holy” Spirit — first for PURITY (Fan & Fire) ... (Mt 3:11,12)
Next for POWER (Tongue & Testimony) ... (Acts 1:8; 5:32)

— Frequent fillings by waiting before God ... (Acts 4:31)

“Those who wait on the Lord ...” (Isa 40:31)

Jesus ... filled (Lk 4:1) ... power of the Spirit (v14)

5. Through the Word of Christ

i.e. by wielding Christ’s Word

Word — Sword, Gun

What’s the use of helmet, belt & boots without a rifle?

Not to come back safe, but to hit & drive the enemy!

Only offensive weapon: Sword ... Word (Eph 6:10-17)

Course of action: Pull down ... cast down ... 2 Cor 10:4-6

Vain thoughts/doublemindedness x Word (Psa 119:113)

Questions & Imagination

Not allowing the eagle build its nest on our head!

— Not just carrying a Bible!

(New Testament in the pocket

 or Giant-size Bible under the pillow)

“Word abides ... you have overcome” (1 Jn 2:14)

— “It-is-written”

All the three quotations from Deuteronomy (8:3; 6:16; 6:13)

The Word in the heart (Psa 119:11)

eg) When you are tempted to look lustfully,

 remember the Word: “You shall not commit adultery”

(Mt 5:27,28)

Daily meditation/Expect God to speak to you

(Psa 81:13,14) ... listen to Me ... subdue enemies ...

(Balance between Prayer & Bible Meditation.)

How folks are deceived because of imbalance! (Page 189)

Stand on the Promises of God.

6. Through the Body of Christ

i.e. by fellowshipping in Christ’s Body, the Church

Gates of hell shall not prevail against the Church (Mt 16:18)

A City that cannot be destroyed ...

A Mountain that cannot be shaken (Heb 12:22,27)

Strength in fellowship (Eccl 4:9,12) ... warmth ... warfare

Flee and Fellowship! ... (2 Tim 2:22)

Do not be a loner!

Daily exhortation (Heb 3:13) ... deceitfulness of sin

God in the midst of her; she will not be moved (Psa 46:5)

Strong foundation!

So many forces ... Rom 8:37-39

Nothing can separate us from Christ’s love.
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Growing in the understanding of this love

in the company of saints (Eph 3:18)

i.e. When believers share with one another

their understanding and experiences of the love of Christ.

7. Through the Return of Christ

i.e. by anticipating Christ’s Return

This is the Final Victory!

“The last enemy to be overcome” (1 Cor 15:23-26)

 We shall reign with Him! (Rev 3:21; 19:11-16)

 Saints will possess the Kingdom! (Dan 7:18)

We will be ushered into a place of no temptation (Rev 21:27)

 Conclusion

 Yes, our victory is thro’ Christ our Victor —

First, thro’ His Life

Second, thro’ His Death

Third, thro’ His Resurrection

Fourth, thro’ His Spirit

Fifth, thro’ His Word

Sixth, thro’ His Church

Seventh, thro’ His Return

Each victory makes us stronger.

Each defeat must make us wiser.

Never quit or give up!

Keep learning: “The Lord trains my hands for battle

 and my fingers for war” (Psa 144:1)

Without God, we cannot; without us, He will not!

(Study the Outline 47 also.)

37

How to live Righteously

Introduction

Each Psalm is a Song with a specific theme.

Psalm 45 is a Song of Love between the Messiah

and His Bride.

They are portrayed as the King and the Queen (vv1,5,6,9,11)

The most outstanding character of this King is

 “righteousness” (vv4,6,7)

As such this Psalm gives us atleast 7 lessons on

“How to live a righteous life” —

1. Love righteousness.

— “You love righteousness” (v7a)

— “Blessed ... who hunger ... righteousness” (Mt 5:6)

— The testimony of the Centurion who supervised

the crucifixion:

“Certainly this was a righteous Man” (Lk 23:47)

How come?

Jesus “loved” righteousness (Psa 11:7).

He “endeavoured” to fulfil it

eg) Baptism (Mt 3:15)

— No righteousness is practically possible without

a passion for it

Job 14:4 ...who can bring a clean thing

out of an unclean?

How to grow in this passion —

a) Realize your unworthiness (Isa 64:6)

b) Accept Christ as your Righteousness (2 Cor 5:21)

c) Go on practising righteousness (1 Jn 3:7)
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2. Hate wickedness/evil.

— “You love righteousness and hate evil” (v7a)

— “You who love the Lord, hate evil!” (Psa 97:10)

— An aggressive decision:

Psa 101:2-4,8 ... I will ... I will ... I will

The world applauds those who love good;

but it crucifies those who rebuke evil —

eg)  John the Baptist

... Popular “for a time” only (Jn 5:35)

 Jesus the Christ

... The Healer, good Teacher ...

but when He whipped the Temple traders!

 We must look at sin as God looks at it.

  eg) God who cannot wink at sin ... (Hab 1:13)

God who “forsook” His Son on the Cross! (Mt 27:46)

 We must remember what sin has caused to individuals

and nations —

Lam 5:15,16 ... crown fallen ...

Prov 14:34 ... reproach ...

A leper (without healing) can go to Heaven.

A pauper (without prosperity) can go to Heaven.

A sinner (without forgiveness) cannot!

Only to the extent we hate evil will we love righteousness!

3. Endeavour to excel others.

“fairer than the sons of men” (v2)

“more than Your companions” (v7)

“All” have sinned & come short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23).

“Every” man is a liar (Rom 3:4)

There’s a collapse of morality and honesty everywhere.

But as long as we compare ourselves with others,

we will never progress in righteous living.

God’s will is that we become like His Son —

Rom 8:29

In this corrupt society —

Dare to be different! (“Others may; I cannot”)

Do not run with the majority!

(“Let them go; I’ll take sides with God.”)

Join the minority which is striving for purity —

2 Tim 2:22 ... “Pursue righteousness

with those of pure heart”

4. Consecrate your tongue.

“Grace poured on your lips” (v2)

The first beauty of the King!

“Gracious words” of the Carpenter! (Lk 4:22)

(Not a District Collector/Army Commander/

Police Commissioner)

The first sign of the righteous —

1 Pet 3:10-12 ... refrain tongue from evil

The mark of perfection —

Js 3:2 (1:26/5:12)

A daily prayer — Psa 19:14 ... Mouth first!

141:3 ... Police! (guard)

(More serious than road accidents!)

Pick out all the references to the “words of our mouth”

in Proverbs and study them.

5. Walk in humility.

“In Your majesty ... humility” (v4)

Looks contradicting but they complement each other.
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This is a divine paradox!

Christ the King ... just ... lowly (Zech 9:9/Mt 21:5)

 This is the primary lesson we need to learn from Him —

Mt 11:29 ... meek and lowly ...

This is true, restful and tension-free life! (v28)

“Righteousness and Meekness” —

Zeph 2:3 ... “Seek righteousness ... seek humility”

Js    3:13 ... “good conduct ... meekness”

We are called the “Trees of Righteousness” (Isa 61:3) —

These trees grow well in the soil of

“brokenness ... meekness ... humility ...”

“Wrath of man x Righteousness of God

but meekness ...” (Js 1:19-21)

 God’s guidance promised to the humble (Psa 25:9)

 Joy for the humble (Isa 29:19)

6. Choose godly friends.

“King’s daughters ...” (v9)

“Forget your own people ...” (v10)

“Virgins ... companions” (v14)

 The very first Psalm contrasts the righteous

from the wicked (Psa 1:1,6)

 Of the 5 questions on separation from the ungodly,

the first one is concerning “righteousness” —

2 Cor 6:14 ... What fellowship?

Jesus was a “Friend of Sinners”

but He was “separate from sinners” —

Heb 7:26

Let’s not be deceived by the “merriment” in the company

of the ungodly —

Job 20:4,5 ... joy of hypocrite ... temporary

Prov 14:13 ... laughter  ... sorrow ... grief

— ungodly living (vv12,14)

1 Cor 15:32-34 ... beasts ... eat ... drink ...

do not be deceived ... evil company ...

awake to righteousness

7. Clean up every area.

“All your garments scented ...” (v8)

“all glorious within ...” (v13)

One of the tragedies in Christian life is excusing ourselves

of certain failures or leaving certain sins not dealt with.

Illustration —

  tombs & tumblers (Mt 23:26-28)

  flies in perfume (Eccl 10:1)

The sins not dealt with will eat us away like cancer.

A call to total cleansing (2 Cor 7:1) “flesh” — Outside

“spirit” — Inside

Deep cleansing (“bones”) (Psa 51:7,8,9)

Thorough repentance ... no regrets! (2 Cor 7:8-11)

 Conclusion

 Heb 1:8,9 says that Psa 45:6,7 is what the Father God

said to His Son in prophecy.

 A life of righteousness is not boring as the world

would think;

it’s the life of overflowing joy — “Oil of Gladness”

(Study the Outline 33 also.)
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Holiness in Words

Introduction

 Good words and Holy life are interrelated —

1 Sam 2:2,3 ... holy ... talk ... arrogance

Job 1:1/2:10/42:7b ... blameless ... no sin with lips

Psa 15:1-4 ... holy hill ... backbite ...

Prov 4:23,24 ... heart ... mouth ...

10:19 ... words ... wise ...

Eph 4:24-27/Col 3:8-10 ... holiness ... mouth

1 Pet 2:21,22 ... His steps ... no guile ... mouth

 The supreme importance of holiness in words —

The ultimate test: Judg 12:5,6

The deciding factor of our destiny: Mt 12:36,37

The first aspect of exemplary life: 1 Tim 4:12

The primary beauty of Christ: Psa 45:2

The mark of perfection: Js 3:2

Self-deception and useless religion otherwise: Js 1:26

The first prescription for good days: 1 Pet 3:10

An evil tongue works against the work of the Word of God

in our lives — 1 Pet 2:1-3 ...

Our words to be “gracious” as those of the Lord! (Lk 4:22)

 How to control the tongue:

The tongue cannot be “tamed” but only “trained”

and controlled — Js 3:3-8

1. Realize that speech is a gift from God and so the tongue

should not be misused.

So many deaf and dumb people.

Who created the dumb? Ex 4:10-12

We are not the owners but only the users of the tongue —

1 Cor 6:20 ... bought with a price ...

2. Receive a cleansing of the tongue by confession

and consecration.

  Isa 6:5,6 ... The missionary call was after

the cleansing of the tongue

  Day of Pentecost — Acts 2:3,4

Surrender the tongue as surrendering the

other organs—

Rom 6:13,19 ... as instruments of righteousness

12:1,2 ... body as a living sacrifice

A decision: Psa 17:3b ... I have purposed ...

3. Refuse to listen to bad things about others.

Psa 15:3 ... holy hill ... does not receive reproach

There cannot be a talker without a listener.

God is serious with slander-mongers —

Psa 50:19-21 ... I will reprove you ...

eg) Miriam & Aaron/Num 12

Run away from slanderers —

2 Tim 3:1-5 ... turn away ...

One of the few qualifications for the wife of an elder —

1 Tim 3:11 ... not a slanderer ...

Resist the temptation to dig up evil reports about others —

Prov 16:27,28/17:4,9

The devil is the Master Accuser/Slanderer (Rev 12:10)
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4. Remember that the result of your talk/conversation

should be edification to hearers.

Eph 4:25-27 ... truth ... one another ...

  :29-32 ... corrupt communication ... edification

We are called to “bless” people,

not blast them.

— Js 3:8-12 ... (“You will be a blessing”)

To build, not to break!

After someone listens to you for sometime,

he should go back refreshed and not corrupted.

5. Release the tongue more and more for praise to God

and proclamation of the Gospel.

“Fruit” of the lips — Eph 5:4 ... Thanksgiving

Heb 13:15 ... Praise

Isa 57:19 ... Proclamation

When people used the gift of communication to plan

strategies for self-glorification,

God confused their languages —

Gen 11:1-9 ... Babel

6. Read the Word of God, quietly and aloud, again and again,

as much as possible.

Josh 1:8 ... First in the “mouth,”

then in the mind ... “meditate”

When filled with the Word of God,

our words with others will be graceful — Col 3:16

What dominates your conversation at home?

Dt 11:18-21 ... children ... house ...

7. Review before retiring to bed the performance of the

tongue throughout the day.

Mt 12:33-37 ... idle word ... judgment ...

If we judge ourselves, we will not be judged

or chastened or condemned —

1 Cor 11:31,32

Begin each day with the prayer of

Psa  19:14 ... mouth ... heart ...

141:3 ... guard ... watch  (Police protection)

And remind yourself of tongue-control,

everytime you brush your teeth or wash your mouth —

Mt 15:11 ... goes in ... comes out ...

If only we take as much care for our words as we take

for our food ... vv16-20

(Study the Outline 152 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Christian Priorities

Introduction

 We as Christians are majoring on minors,

but neglecting the weightier matters (Mt 23:23,24).

 Doing what we should not but neglecting what we should.

Result: Purposelessness,

Directionlessness,

Lack of fulfilment, etc.

The Bible speaks about several things we must do FIRST,

and they are our PRIORITIES.

1. Inward Purity

Mt 23:25-28 ... FIRST cleanse the inside ...

Hypocrisy & show-off.

Repeated “woe!” (vv13,14,15,23,25,27,29)

We have so many popular slogans like —

Jesus Loves, Jesus Saves, Jesus Redeems, etc.

But how about Jesus Sees, Jesus Watches, etc.? (Heb 4:13)

One of the greatest revelations:

“You are a God who sees me!” (El-Roi) ... (Gen 16:13)

See Job 34:21,22/Prov 15:11

John’s Message: a) Jesus the LAMB

— SALVATION (Jn 1:29)

b) Jesus the LIGHT

— SANCTIFICATION (Jn 1:6-8)

We emphasize the first, but miss the second.

Frequent Self-examination by the Word of God

— Two-edged sword (Heb 4:12,13) ... “eyes”

 Truthfulness in inward parts (Psa 51:6)

Only God can bring a clean thing out of an unclean

(Job 14:4)

2. Eternal Values

Mt 6:31-34 ... Seek FIRST the Kingdom of God

Non-Christians vs. Christians

1 Cor 15:19 ... “If in this life only...”

Living like animals (v32)

— The temporariness of the world.

Love of worldly things ... (1 Jn 2:15-17)

— Seek things above (Col 3:2,3)

eg) Flowers on the body of a dead man mean

nothing to him

— Spiritual things alone satisfy

(Jer 2:13; 18:14; Isa 55:1,2)

Two rich men: Lk 12:16-21; 16:19-31

Unless we are careful and cautious,

we will be drowned into “all” evil —

Love of money — THE root ...

1 Tim 6:6-11

Eternal values: Righteousness, Godliness, Faith,

Love, Patience, Gentleness, ...

Do you have the money, or does money have you?

3. Right Relationships

Mt 5:21-24 ... FIRST reconcile ...

Otherwise how can we love God whom we have not seen?
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Problems are mainly because we condemn in others

what we justify in ourselves —

Mt 7:1-5 ... FIRST remove your plank!

The first confession of Zaccheus (Lk 19:8)

The first saying of Jesus on the Cross (Lk 23:34)

 Take initiative whether or not you are the offender —

Mt 18:15

 Second mile (Mt 5:41)

 As much as is in you ... (Rom 12:18-21)

Ask God for help (Lk 17:3-5)

4. Bible Meditation

Rom 3:1,2 ... CHIEF  advantage of Jew (cf. Dt 4:8)

2 Pet 1:19,20 ... Knowing FIRST ... Scripture

We claim that the Bible is the bestseller.

The Bible Societies boast of how many Bibles are sold;

but the question is: How many are read?

 God’s complaint —

“I gave them My law ... They considered it a

strange thing” (Hos 8:12)

But Job — “more than my necessary food” (Job 23:12)

“They forgot My Word; I’ll forget their children” (Hos 4:6b)

 Teaching the Bible to children (2 Tim 3:15; 1:5)

Back to the Bible!

Systematic reading — Bible Reading Calendars

“Daily Manna”

5. Wholehearted Worship/Devotion

Mt 22:35-38 ... FIRST Commandment ...

heart (feelings); soul (inner man); mind (emotions)

 10 Commandments: 1) (First) I am your Lord God

2) (Second) No idols

Love demands time.

Worship = Communion with God in PRAYER & PRAISE

 Prayer was primary in Christ’s life —

At Baptism (Lk 3:21)

In the Wilderness (Lk 4:1,2)

During ministry (Mk 1:32-35)

Eve of Crucifixion (Mt 26:36; Heb 5:7)

On the Cross (Lk 23:34; Mt 27:46; Lk 23:46)

Now in Heaven (Heb 7:25)

 He has taught us to pray (Mt 6:9).

He has commanded us to pray always (Lk 18:1).

 The early Church known for Prayer & Praise.

6. Family Peace

Lk 10:5 ... whichever house you enter ...

FIRST say, Peace!

The universal problem ... family conflicts

Parents & Children —

Last verse of OT (Mal 4:5,6)

FIRST commandment with promise (Eph 6:2; Ex 20:12)

 Family altar

 Family time

No service for God is worth anything if the house is not

in order (1 Tim 3:5)

7. World Evangelization

Mk 13:3,4,10 ... The Gospel must FIRST ...
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 We are disciples only as long as we reproduce —

Jn 15:8 ... Thrown away if fruitless (v2)

A fruitless Christian is a false Christian!

The first thing Andrew did —

Jn 1:40-42 ... brought his brother to Jesus

 Personal Soulwinning

 Neighbourhood Evangelism

 Missionary outreach.

What is “first” in our Church budget?

 Conclusion

If we reprioritise our lives by putting first things first,

we will have no regrets on the Day of Rewards (Rev 22:12).

Must I go and empty-handed

Thus my dear Redeemer meet

Not one day of service give Him

Lay no trophy at His feet

Must I go and empty-handed

Must I meet my Saviour so

Not one soul with which to greet Him

Must I empty-handed go

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

40

“Behind ... Forward ... Upward!”
(A Study of the Epistle to the Philippians)

Introduction

 Text: Phil 3:12-14

(a) Leave behind

(b) Reach forward

(c) Press upward

I call this the 3-dimensional Call for each Christian.

Leaving behind ... refers to our past life

Reaching forward ... refers to our present race

Pressing upward ... refers to our future goal

One step leads to the other;

one is not independent of the other.

 Whenever we meditate or analyse any verse or

a short passage in the Bible,

we must study it in its immediate and wider context.

Immediate context: A few verses up and down

Wider context: The entire Book

(Still wider context would be the whole Bible.)

For our meditation,

I have analyzed this text in the Book context:

i.e. the entire Epistle to the Philippians.

4 Chapters.

— A Prison Letter (1:7)

— A letter written after being seasoned by sorrows

& problems in life (2:27)
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— A letter from a “mature” man of God (3:16)

— He was awaiting eventual martyrdom (1:20-27).

So much so, it’s an extremely practical letter.

Read thro’ the entire Epistle in one sitting,

to catch the spirit and heartbeat of the Apostle.

(A) LEAVE BEHIND!

What to leave behind:

3 things as specifically taught in this Epistle:

1. Self-righteousness

 3:4-9 ... 7 plusses

i.e. confidence in the flesh (v4)

“Without Me you can do NOTHING” (Jn 15:5)

 He was a Pharisee .. “Concerning the Law a Pharisee”

The universal problem of many Pharisees (v5c)

Lk 18:9-14 ... Pharisee vs. Publican

What Jesus told a Pharisee when a prostitute (?)

washed His feet during dinner (Lk 7:39-48)

 We are all unclean ... all our righteousness (Isa 64:6)

Self-efforts are like sinking sand —

Job 9:30,31 ... snow water ... soap ... soak pit ... stinking

Jer 2:22 ... much soap ... stained ... iniquity

 May be we are zealous in the things of God —

Rom 10:2,3 ... Zeal without knowledge

What knowledge? Jer 9:23,24 ...

Pride of accomplishment

 Pride of place ... race ... face ... lace ... grace

“God resists the proud” (Js 4:6)

Prov 29:23 ... Pride ... low ... humility ... honour

S-I-N ... PR-I-DE (The centre)

We may be men of good standing;

but do not confuse it with status (1 Cor 1:26-31)

2. Selfish ambition

The previous point speaks of our relationship with God;

this one about our relationship with men —

 2:1-4

envy ... strife

The root of relationship problems —

Js 3:16 ... self-seeking ...

The first sign of perilous times —

2 Tim 3:1,2 ... lovers of themselves ...

There’s nothing wrong in loving ourselves,

as long as we love others as we love ourselves!

“Love your neighbour as you love yourself”

 Be a problem-solver, not a problem-creator!

4:2,3 ... Euodia & Synteche

 Discussions must not lead to disputes —

2:14 ... without murmuring ...

What are “holy hands” in worship?

1 Tim 2:8 ... without anger ...

 Selfish ambition in ministry —

1:12-17 ... preaching out of envy ...

They had been looking for an opportunity to overtake

Paul in ministry —

They took advantage of his imprisonment.

But Paul saw the positive side —

1:18 ... Christ is preached anyway!

He emphasises cooperation, not competition,

thro’ many word pictures —
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— Partners (1:5; 4:15)

— Son & Father (2:22)

— Brothers & Colleagues (2:25)

— True companion & Friend (4:3)

 Faulty relationships belong to old life (Col 3:7-14)

3. Earthlymindedness

 3:17-21 ... Physical + material

These are the priorities of the pagans (Mt 6:31-34)

That’s why covetousness is called idolatry —

Eph 5:5/Col 3:5c

 Physical fitness is important,

but spiritual health is indispensable —

1 Tim 4:8

   :13-15 ... godly disciplines

As your soul prospers ... 3 Jn 2

eg) Prov 30:8a ... moral life

:8b ... material things

 Contentment

4:11-13 ... learned to be content ...

As a man of God ... love of money vs. contentment

(1 Tim 6:6-11)

Love of money is so deceptive that it can suggest

so many excuses and justifications.

(B) REACH FORWARD!

Introduction

 The previous point: “Leave behind!”

Christian life is leaving and cleaving.

It’s breaking of old bonds and making new bonds.

— Psa 1:1,2 ... Sit not with the scornful,

 but sit with the Scriptures.

— Family life: Even before there were parents

or parents-in-law, the exhortation to leave his father

& mother and cleave to his wife.

— Exit Egypt if you desire to enter Canaan.

— “Let’s go on to the other side!”

— “Repent” + “Believe”

— Jeremiah: Root out, pull down, build, plant ... (Jer 1:10)

The “leaving behind” must be thorough —

“FORGETTING those things behind” (3:13)

Occasionally those things may surface;

because, Egypt may not leave us! (onions & garlics)

(Num 11:5)

That’s why “Forgetting.”

At the same time,

we must not keep on “relaying” the foundation;

we must begin the construction of superstructure!

What to reach forward to:

Again 3 things culled from this Epistle —

1. Life worthy of the Gospel

 1:27 ... “Conduct” worthy of the Gospel

   What non-Christians expect of Christians (Mt 5:16)

A life worthy of the Bible we believe —

eg) A bald man selling hair oil.

“Physician, heal yourself first!”

eg) “Sword of the Lord and of Gideon!”

(Judg 7:17,18) ... To the 300 men
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The Word to become flesh.

Leatherbound Bibles must become skin-covered Bibles!

 So many Bible translations —

Which is the best?

Your life is the best Translation readable and

understandable for the people!

2 Cor 3:2,3 ... Living Epistles “read” by all men ...

not with ink but Spirit!

  2:15,16 ... Faultless in a crooked generation.

“lights in the world”

Let your light so shine ... (Mt 5:16)

 2:12 ... Obeying in my absence also —

— holy walk whether or not anyone sees us

 4:8 ... Take care of your thought life.

“Keep your heart with all diligence;

out of it proceed streams (springs) of life” (Prov 4:23)

2. Gospel to the Unreached

 Gospel proclamation is the central thought in this Epistle—

1:5 ... fellowship in the Gospel

1:7 ... defence & confirmation of the Gospel

1:12 ... furtherance of the Gospel

1:17 ... defence of the Gospel

1:27 ... worthy of the Gospel

1:27 ... striving for the Gospel

2:22 ... served in the Gospel

4:3 ... laboured in the Gospel

4:15 ... support from the beginning of the Gospel

These verses show the passion of Paul to reach the lost.

It was his aggressive spirit that brought them to Philippi —

 Asia  Bithinia  Macedonia

The Philippian Church was the first one to be planted

in Europe (Acts 16:6-40)

 Do we have “passion for souls”

or simply “targets for projects?”

Once the passion is lost,

we are just a machine, not a Mission!

David Livingstone: “Anywhere provided forward!”

Jesus’ vision: Other sheep (Jn 10:16)

Other towns (Lk 4:43)

3. Sacrifice unto death

 2:17... “drink offering” — pouring of wine around sacrifices.

Similarly,  2 Tim 4:6

This thought also runs throughout the Epistle —

 The very salutation —

“Servants (= slaves)” ... not apostles (1:1)

 The most classic passage is 2:5-11

which is called the “Jesus Hymn” —

Christ set aside His privileges voluntarily to

assume servanthood —

2:6,7 ... He humbled Himself ...

“Not to be served, but to serve!”

 Sacrificing unto death is not only for Christ

but for all His disciples and followers —

Lk 9:22-26 ... If “any man” ...

A rare/unpopular teaching of the day.

 Examples of sacrificial service —

a) Timothy (2:19-22)

b) Epaphroditus (2:25-30)
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 These are days of increasing persecution.

We will be terrified only if we love our lives —

1:28-30

(Gallows are soft beds for the daring!)

 This Epistle is called Joy Epistle —

For a Christian, sacrifice & suffering must only increase

his joy —

Paul looked forward to his finishing of race —

with chains — with joy —

Acts 20:22-24

This should not be thought as escapism —

1:21-26 ... His choice to live

though departure was far better!

(C) PRESS UPWARD!

Introduction

 Phil 3:12-14 ... Leave behind

Reach forward

Press upward

(i.e. Press on for the upward goal)

The first two are essentially horizontal dimensions —

The third one is vertical.

It’s like length & breadth vs. height.

eg) a cube — length, breadth, height —

     or an equilateral triangle — Equal importance!

 Press upward!

What is the upward call?

1. It’s a call to live for the Glory of God.

Lets’ look at the numerous references in this Epistle

to the “Glory of God” to understand this call practically —

 1:10,11 ... An excellent lifestyle that’s adorned by the fruits

  of righteousness ... by Christ Jesus.

  i.e. Developing Christlikeness.

 “Purifies himself as He is pure!” (1 Jn 3:3)

 1:20 ... Christ magnified in my body

(glorifying God in body — 1 Cor 6:20 —

Context: vv18,19 ... sexual immorality)

 4:15-19 ... Liberality in giving ... aroma to God

(These Macedonian Christians/2 Cor 8:1-3; 9:13)

Giving is not for getting from God but for glorifying Him.

 4:20 ... To God and Father be glory!

(Paul sings even before finishing the Epistle!)

Christ the supreme Example (2:11)

We must be able to say at the end of our lives,

“I’ve glorified You ... finished the work ...” (Jn 17:4)

— Two aims mean one too many!

2. It’s a call to walk with Heavenly-mindedness.

 Frequent references to the Day of Christ

1:6 ... good work ... until the day of Christ

    :10 ... Be without offence till the day of Christ

2:16 ... so I may rejoice in the day of Christ

3:20 ... Heaven from where we eagerly wait

... for the Saviour

4:5 ... The Lord is at hand!

Even while blessing them with a promise of God’s provision,

he said ...

“Your need ... according to His riches in glory” (4:19)

Live with eternity-consciousness.

Too heavenly-minded to be of any earthly use,

or too earthly-minded to be of any heavenly use?

Seek those things which are above (Col 3:1-4).
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 Do not be satisfied with average quality of life —

Strive for excellence (1:10)

“My utmost for His Highest” — Oswald Chambers

 Keep enjoying the Trinitarian Blessing —

2:1 ... For oneness

3:3 ... For worship

“I keep the Lord always before Me ..

I shall not be moved ... no sheol” (Acts 2:25-28)

 Grow in the Knowledge of Christ —

3:8 ... Study of the Gospels with OT references

 Aim at Resurrection (3:10,11) i.e First Resurrection —

Night & day expectation (Acts 26:6-8)

Otherwise it’s animal life (1 Cor 15:32)

“If for this life only ...”   (            :19)

 Our citizenship in Heaven (3:20,21)

Philippi ... Roman Colony ... Pilgrims.

“This world is not my home ... passer by!”

— Jim Reeves

 Should we not then have earthly concerns?

4:6,7 ... Be anxious for nothing ... everything ...

3. It’s a call to strive for the prize.

3:14 ... goal ... prize

We are called to “finish well.”

The Bible history & Church history are filled with people

who started off well but did not finish successfully —

Let’s study their lives to avoid the pitfalls —

eg) Israelites: 1 Cor 10:1,5,6,11,12

:13 ... No temptation too strong.

The end  more important than the beginning (Eccl 7:8).

 God’s Part  vs.  Our Part

1:6 / 2:13    2:12

(Calvinistic)    (Arminian)

 How do we know we’re running well?

— Take time for periodic assessment

— Take a break from busy schedule

“God will reveal” (3:15)

 Not only for ourselves but also for our contacts

2:19,20 ... Consistent follow-up

 Imitate Paul (3:17) (1 Cor 4:16/11:1)

Before dying he said, “I’ve finished the race!”

(2 Tim 4:6-8)

 Conclusion

1:6 ... Being CONFIDENT ...

He who has begun .. complete ...

He is the Alpha & the Omega.

He is the Author & the Finisher.

Who was ... Who is ... Who is to come!

Past life Present race Future reward

(Leave behind) (Reach forward) (Press upward)

Become better everyday!

(Study the Outline 41 also.)
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41

The Christian Outlook

Introduction

 Five-dimensional outlook of Christian Life
Text: Philippians 3:1-21

1. Backward Look

i.e. looking behind (vv7,8)

Self-righteousness or self-justification
is the vilest sin we must repent of —
Isa 64:6 ... filthy rags

Self-justification & self-righteousness go together —
eg) Adam & Eve — Blameshifting & Covering with leaves

(Gen 3:8-13)
Sing: Amazing Grace — how sweet the sound —

That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see. (See page 54.)

A constant reminder of our absolute unworthiness to be
called God’s children — 1 Jn 3:1

2. Forward Look

i.e. looking ahead (vv12,13)

Christian life is a walk with Christ hand in hand.

“I may lay hold of that for which Christ has also
laid hold of me” (v12)

The lesson:
I cannot do anything without God;
God will not do anything without me.

This is the meaning of “fellowship.”

Goal: “Perfection”
Stages: Justification  Sanctification  Glorification

(Rom 8:30)

3. Upward Look

i.e. looking above (vv14,20,21)

The opposite of earthly-mindedness (vv18,19)
Religion for earthly blessings only (1 Cor 15:19)

This is animal lifestyle (1 Cor 15:32)

Our friendship & association will greatly influence
us for this kind of thinking (vv33,34)

Jesus said: “You are not of the world” (Jn 15:19)

4. Inward Look

i.e. looking inside (vv15,16)
“mind ... think ... mind”

Paul is calling us here for self-introspection —
“God will reveal”

Keep the heart with all diligence — Prov 4:23

Regular cleansing — 1 Jn 1:7
(walking in the light = transparency)

Outward appearance (adornment) vs. Inner attitude.

5. Outward Look
i.e. looking around (v17)

The fellowship of saints & company of God’s servants

Paul writes this letter from prison as an Ambassador
of the message of the Cross (1:7)

His consuming passion was the “furtherance of the Gospel”
(1:12)

This must be our passion: Reaching the lost around us.

 Conclusion

If we walk with this 5-dimensional outlook,
we will be filled with “inexpressible joy” —

Phil 3:1,3; 4:4 ... Rejoice ... Rejoice ... Rejoice ...

(Study the Outline 40 also.)
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42

What’s Abiding in Christ?

Introduction

The Bible is the story of God restoring man from

fruitlessness to fruitfulness.

First God tried with Israel, but they failed —

Isa 5:1-2,7 ... sour grapes

Hos 10:1a ... fruit to self

Mt 21:33,34,43 ... no fruit

Finally God sent and set up His own Son,

and Jesus calls Himself as the “TRUE” Vine —

Jn 15:1 ... contrasting with the fruitless vine of the past

A prophetic picture in Psalm 80 —

vv3,7,19 ... Prayer for Restoration (thrice)

vv8,14-16 ... Condition of the vine of Israel

vv17,18 ... Christ is the Answer unto fruitfulness.

The one condition for fruitfulness is —

“Abiding in Christ” (Jn 15:4-7)

(Restoration by Repentance — Fruitbearing by Abidance)

Let’s learn from this chapter (John 15)

the meaning of Abiding in Christ.

We will study under the following outline —

1. My Father (vv1,8,10,15,23,24)

2. My Word (vv3,7,20)

3. My Disciples (v8)

4. My Love (v9)

5. My Commandments (v10)

6. My Joy (v11)

7. My Friends (v14)

8. My Name (vv16,21)

9. My Witnesses (vv26,27)

1. My Father (Jn 15:1)

 Abiding in Christ means enjoying our membership in the

Family of God, with Christ as our Elder Brother.

Jn 20;17 ... My Father and Your Father

Heb 2:11-13 ... Jesus our Elder Brother

Jn 1:12 ... Membership by receiving Christ

1 Jn 3:1 ... The greatest manifestation of love

Rom 8:15-17... No more fear! Abba, Father!

Abiding: Joint-heirs with Christ

 The culmination in Revelation —

The Father’s Paradise (Rev 2:7)

The Father’s Power (2:26,27)

The Father’s Name (3:12)

The Father’s Throne (3:21)

2. My Word (Jn 15:3,7)

Abiding in Christ means delightfully feeding on and living

by the Word of God.

 If we are compared to a plant, the Word of God plays the

most important role at every stage —

Seed (Lk 8:11)

Birth (1 Pet 1:23)

Growth                  (1 Cor 3:6) — “Watering”

Pruning (Jn 15:2,3)

Fruitbearing (Psa 1:2,3)
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 The Word in all areas of our life means fruitful living —

Dt 6:6-11 a) in the heart

b) to the children

c) in family conversations

d) in the outside world

e) in sleep (meditation), etc.

“frontlets” = phylacteries

i.e. prayer bands containing the passages

(Dt 6:4-9; 11:13-21 and put in small leather

case — tied to the forehead and left arm.)

Warning: Present trend to rely on so-called new

revelations and prophesies and dreams.

3. My Disciples (Jn 15:8)

Abiding in Christ means keeping Him as the Model of God

and imitating Him —

Lk 6:40 ... “a disciple like his teacher”

 The primary area to imitate Jesus is in the life of

righteousness —

Heb 1:9 ... He stands as the “leader” (= model)

among His companions.

 Righteousness in the plant-life —

Seed (Hos 10:12a)

Rain (Hos 10:12b)

Sunshine (Mal 4:2)

Tree (Isa 61:3)

Fruits (2 Cor 9:10)

 The Name of Christ — “The Lord Our Righteousness”

“He” will be called ... (Jer 23:5,6)

The Name of the Church — “The Lord Our Righteousness”

“She” will be called ... (Jer 33:15,16)

 Righteousness —

Positional vs. Practical

(1 Cor 1:30) (1 Jn 3:7)

4. My Love (Jn 15:9)

Abiding in Christ means living in close union with Christ,

as our Bridegroom.

Our love in response to His: “He first loved us” (1 Jn 4:19)

 OT — Law — Legalism — Duty

NT — Love — Liberty — Delight

 The teaching of the Epistles —

Rom 7:4 ... married to Christ (Dead to the Law)

2 Cor 11:2 ... Chaste virgin to Christ

(Complication of the Law, v3)

Eph 5:25 ... Christ loved the Church ...

 This is beautifully illustrated in the Song of Solomon

in a garden centext —

SS  1:2; 2:3; 3:6; 4:12-14; 5:1; 6:2,3; 7:11-13; 8:5,6

— Never allow anything to come between you and the Lord.

— Love Him more than anything and anybody

eg) Jesus to Simon Peter (Jn 21:15)

— Walk in open and transparent fellowship with Him.

No fear or guilt (1 Jn 4:16-19)

5. My Commandments (Jn 15:10)

Abiding in Christ means accepting Him as our King

and obeying Him implicitly.
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 The greatest commandment is to love one another —

Jn 15:12 ... THIS is the commandment ...

1 Jn 3:11,23 ... THIS is the message ...

1 Jn 4:21 ... THIS is the commandment ...

 Lovelessness is fruitlessness —

Mic 7:1,2 ... Every man hunts his brother ...

 Fruit of Righteousness produces peace —

Js 3:18

 :14-17 ... the opposite!

How to be fruitful in the knowledge of Christ —

2 Pet 1:7,8 ... brotherly kindness ... love ...

Practically —

a) Help the needy, to be fruitful —

Tit 3:14 (Opposite: Isa 5:1,2,8)

b) A living fellowship is a must for blossoming growth —

Psa 92:12,13 ... Do not be a loner!

c) Boast not against the lost and the fallen —

Rom 11:17-20 ... you are standing (only) by faith

6. My Joy (Jn 15:11)

Abiding in Christ means despising the shame with the

heavenly reward in mind. He is the Rewarder.

 The NT invariably associates joy with tribulation

or suffering —

Mt 5:4; Jn 16:33; Acts 13:50,52

Rom 12:12; 2 Cor 7:4; Phil 4:4 (Paul writing from prison)

Heb 12:2; 1 Pet 1:6

 Prophet Habakkuk finally learnt this lesson —

First he questions —  Hab 1:2,13

Then he understands — 3:17,18,19 ... “in the Lord”

 Chastening produces fruit —

Heb 12:11 ... fruit of righteousness ...

Yes, pruning is painful, but ... !

Yes, shaking by wind is threatening, but the roots ... !

Trust the Lord in all situations and be fruitful (Jer 17:7,8)

“... will not fear when heat comes ...”

7. My Friends (Jn 15:14)

Abiding in Christ means taking stand as a friend of God

in this wicked generation.

 vv18,19 ... Hated by the world

Js 4:4 ... Friend of the world

Separated life is a fruitful life —

Psa 1:1,3,4

Gen 12:1,2/Isa 41:8,9 ... Abraham, God’s friend

 Mixed seed forbidden —

Dt 22:9,10 ... ox and donkey ...

Young people!

Beware, in your friendship!

Beware, in your marriage!

 We understand the secrets of the Lord (as a friend)

in separation —

Jn 15:15 ... I’ve told you “all” things.

Gen 18:17,18 ... Will I hide from Abraham?

 “Trust/Depend on/Believe ...”

Js 2:23 ... Abraham “believed ...

called a friend of God”
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8. My Name (Jn 15:16)

Abiding in Christ means enjoying His advocatory ministry

at the right hand of God.

 Christ the Advocate when we sin —

1 Jn 2:1

Heb 4:14-16 ... Mercy — for forgiveness

 ... Grace — for overcoming

Illustrated from what the Good Samaritan

told the Inn-keeper.

 Christ the Advocate when we pray —

Jn 16:23,24 ... Ask the Father in My Name ...

We must be soaked in the “words of Christ”

if we are to pray in His will —

Jn 15:7 ... If My words abide in you ...

Read the Gospels & Revelation as much as possible,

and the Epistles for interpretation.

 No one can condemn us —

Rom 8:31-34 ... Who? ... Who? ... Who? ...

 We decide that we would do nothing that would bring

dishonour to God’s Name — 2 Tim 2:19

To the extent we do this, we can enjoy

and exercise its power and authority! (Devil: Paul I know!)

9. My Witnesses (Jn 15:26,27)

Abiding in Christ means being a witness for Him in the

power of the Holy Spirit.

“Holy Spirit AND we ...” (Acts 5:32)

 The departing words of Christ to His disciples —

Acts 1:8,9 ... power ... witnesses ...

 Holy Ghost witnessing alone is fruitful —

Ezek 34:26,27 ... Showers and fruits

   47:12 ... River from the holy place ...
Trees fruitful

Zech 4:11-14 ... Two Olive Trees ... anointed
Joshua — Religious leader

Zerubbabel — Civil leader
 :6 ... but by My Spirit ...

 A call for prayer for outpouring —

Joel 1:11-13 ... lament ... fast ...

  2:23,24 ... former rain ... latter rain ...

Stay full of the Holy Spirit!

Partnership with the Spirit:

“The Spirit & the Bride” (Rev 22:17)

 Conclusion

Abiding in Christ means a greater and fuller revelation

of Him and relating to Him as —

1) Our Elder Brother

2) The Word of God

3) Our Model

4) Our Bridegroom

5) Our King

6) Our Rewarder

7) Our Friend

8) Our Advocate

9) Jesus, the Saviour of the world

If we thus abide in Christ (Jn 15:7) —

Result: “We bear much fruit” (v8)

End  : “The Father is glorified” (v8)
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43

From Barrenness to Fruitfulness

Introduction

2 Pet 1:5-8 ... “Partaking of Divine Nature” (v4)

Faith is fundamental/foundational —

 Like precious faith (v1)

 All those who believed (Acts 2:44)

Not a mass addition of all the 7 virtues to faith;

but one to the other — in steps.

“faith + virtue + knowledge + self-control

+ patience + godliness + brotherly kindness + love”

Provisions: “POWER” (v3) + “PROMISES” (v4)

Seven Divine Couplets: (Negatively approached)

“ALL diligence” — Too many careless/casual Christians

1. Faith without Virtue (= goodness, no guile)

Js 2:17-20 ... The horizontal component of faith

 :21-26 ... Two examples of goodness

 Abraham — Ready to part with his precious

(a man) possession (to God)

 Rahab — Ready to protect the strangers

(a woman)    (towards men)

Jn 1:47-51 — Nathaniel  much angels

(God glorified)

Acts 11:24 — Barnabas  much people

(Men blessed)

Thus,

God is glorified! (Mt 5:16)

2. Virtue without Knowledge (devotion without discretion)

Mt 10:16 — Persecution from men

Rom 16:18-20 — Pressure from Satan

(Evil doctrine, v17)

eg) Jehovah Witnesses — receiving them to be “good” to them!

(2 Jn 10)

3. Knowledge without Self-control

1 Cor 8:1 ... knowledge puffs up ...

  :7-13 ... Offence to others (Food offered to idols)

Also in dress and such things.

4. Self-Control without Patience

(Not attacks of self-control but the very attitude)

Heb 10:36-39 (Self-control = Will of God)

Not our desires!

A relaxed posture in self-control is required.

We lose a lot because we don’t hold on till the end.

We may not be immediately rewarded,

or we may not at once see wonderful things

happening; but we must hold on!

5. Patience without Godliness

1 Pet 2:20 ... patient while punished for faults?

  :21-23 ... Follow Christ

Most of us suffer because of our loose tongue (v22)

eg) “You know I am patient, otherwise I’d have finished you!”

6. Godliness without  Brotherly Kindness

1 Jn 4:20,21 (I don’t hate him; I just don’t love him!)

eg) Cain at the altar against his brother

— Mt 5:23,24 ... When you come to the altar ...
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18:15 ... Whether you are the offender or the

 offended, “you” must take the initiative.

— We sinned against God but He came seeking us!

7. Brotherly Kindness without Love (agape)

1 Cor 13:3 ... Self-interest, name for self, etc.

Acts of Charity without real selfless love.

Conclusion

 Barrenness to Fruitfulness is  a journey from Faith to Love!

 Faith is the Cornerstone of Christian life;

Love is the Capstone.

 Faith enables exit from Egypt;

Love enables entry into Canaan.

Egypt — a land of bondage

Canaan — a land of blessing + bounty

If we miss the linking virtues,

we are left in the wilderness —

a land of barrenness!

44

Thoughts on the Will of God

Introduction

The Bible has both “teaching” and “testimony” —

Isa 8:20

Here’s a brief study of the subject of the “Will of God”

in the light of a few passages from the NT Epistles.

Doing the Will of God is more important

than even the Work of God — (Mt 7:21)

1)  Romans 1:9-11

a) Prayer (v10)

Paul ... Acts 9:6 ... What will You have me to do?

Lord’s Prayer ... Mt 6:10 ... Your will be done ...

Jesus in Gethsemane ... Mt 26:39,42 ...

b) Holy desire (v11)

Phil 2:13 ... God works both to will ...

and work His pleasure

eg) a “desire” to enter fulltime Christian work

2)  Romans 9:1

The Spirit’s witness in the conscience.

Prov 20:27... spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord.

God’s Spirit speaks to our spirit (1 Cor 2:11)

Keep the conscience clear —

(Acts 24:16; 1 Tim 1:5)

i.e. Keep the spirit sensitive.

3)  Romans 12:2

“Renewing of mind ... good will of God”

(not “removing” of mind!)
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How?

a) Surrendering the body (v1)

Rom 6:12,19 ... “lest we obey the lusts (= desires)

 of the body” x God’s desires

1 Cor 9:26,27 ... “To run with certainty ...

 discipline the body”

Discipline x Distraction/Deviation

Indiscipline  Indefiniteness

b) Non-conformity to the world (v2)

Transformation x Conformation

1 Jn 2:15-17 — worldly lusts vs. will of God

Stop learning the ways of the world.

“Stir up the gift of the Spirit of ... sound mind!”

(2 Tim 1:6,7)

4)  2 Corinthians 5:5-7,9

The Spirit is the guarantee for our confidence (v5).

Therefore, no self-confidence but Spirit-granted confidence.

a) Be confident of the “spiritual” presence of the Lord (v6)

b) Do not look for signs or any feelings,

but keep going in faith (v7)

Fact  Faith  Feelings

The Spirit in His sovereignity may grant us

“visions & dreams,” but we don’t need to wait

 for them.

c) Make it your “aim” to please God in everything (v9)

5)  Galatians 2:1,2

“... by revelation to Jerusalem”

How did this revelation come to Paul?

a) Firm stand on the Gospel of grace

(Acts 15:1,2a) ... opposing circumcision

No revelation apart from the written revelation

of the Gospel.

Gal 1:6-8 ... Any Gospel other than that of

 Grace is a “different” Gospel.

Beware of extra-Biblical revelations!

b) Decision of and in agreement with the leaders

(Acts 15:2)

2 Cor 13:1 ... Two or three witnesses

Prov 11:14 ... multitude of counsellors,

NOT controllers!

Contradiction with the conviction of godly leaders is

very unsafe.

6)  Galatians 5:18

“Leading by the Spirit”

When He leads —

a) No legalism

“Not under law”

= no pressure or dictation

The “nature” of the Spirit is love, joy,

peace ... gentleness .. etc. (vv22,23)

i.e. liberty in Christ (v1)

b) No fear (Rom 8:14,15) ... “Abba, Father!”

A sense of belonging to God’s family (Rom 8:16)

Holy Spirit’s witness

An assurance: The Father will not lead

His children astray.
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c) Our weaknesses taken care of —

Rom 8:26,27 ... Spirit helps ... Spirit Himself ...

Need not become desperate when we “know not” the

will of God in prayer in certain crucial situations.

The Holy Spirit takes over!

He employs His gifts like Word of Wisdom,

Word of Knowledge, Discernment, Tongues,

Interpretation, etc.

I speak in tongues ... mysteries =
 things we don't understand

A full assurance of Romans 8:28

“His purpose” = His will to make us like Jesus

(vv29,30)

1 Thess 4:3,7

This is the will of God ... your sanctification.

Any step/action towards holiness is God’s Will.

7)  Ephesians 5:15-17

“Not unwise but understanding

 what the will of the Lord is” (v17)

What is wisdom? —

a) Walking “circumspectly” (v15)

= carefully

= strictly

= without stumbling

= with a due sense of responsibility

i.e. No casualness but diligence

b) Walking time-consciously (v16)

= make best use of time.

= buy opportunities.

This is real wisdom! (Eccl 11:4,6)

Understand  “The days are evil”

 “Tomorrow is not ours” (Prov 27:1)

One who is diligent and does not waste time

normally does not miss God’s will.

8)  Philippians 2:19-28

Guidance based on logical conclusions —

v19 — Timothy — “FOR no man likeminded” (v20)

vv 23,24 — Myself — “AS SOON AS

how it goes with me”

v25 — Epaphroditus — “I considered ... SINCE” (v26)

“Therefore” is a common word in God’s vocabulary!

“Though” is more an exception than a rule!

 When common sense makes sense,

do not look for any other sense!

9)  Philippians 4:6-9

A “guarded” mind!

True religion resides in the MIND.

a) By thankful prayer (v6)

Anxiety is a great enemy in finding God’s will.

Relaxation greatly helps to understand God’s mind.

“The peace of God which passes all understanding.”

He who “believes” makes no haste (Isa 28:16)

... sure foundation ... tried stone ...

precious cornerstone ...

b) By godly thinking (v8)

true ... noble ... just ... pure ... lovely

Filter out dirty things —
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eg) Ungodly material in Newspapers

Corruption everywhere

Failures of others

We may “hear” them but should not “meditate” on them!

God writes His plan on clean minds.

c) By following good patterns (v9)

We must follow good examples, but remember,

ideal (perfect) leaders cannot be found.

We do not understand God without Jesus.

We do not understand Jesus without persons like Paul —

(1 Cor 11:1) ... Follow me as I follow Christ

God’s men are “stars” for us to guide us!

(Rev 1:20)

10)  Colossians 1:9

Pray for others.

Servants of God must “daily” pray

for people to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will.

... since the day ... pray ... His will ...

Our ministry to others —

When other members find and do God’s will,

it becomes easy for us too — in the Body.

11)  James 4:13-16

“If the Lord wills ...”

This refers to “long term” projects —

“... a year ...” (v13)

— not the routine activities.

a) “You do not know ...” (v14)

Praise God we do not know everything about

tomorrow! None of us will be happy if we are told

in advance how and when we would die!

b) “Life is for a little time” (v14)

“Brevity of life” must be fully sunk in our hearts.

 It must lead us to —

i) Softness & humility

(x arrogance, boasting ... v16)

(eg. King Hezekiah ... Isa 38:15)

ii) Doing all the good we can (v17)

Misuses of the phrase — “If it’s God’s will ...”

— as an excuse for our lack of desire/interest

— a cloak to cover our failures/laziness, etc.

12)  1 John 5:14-16

Prayer must be in accordance to the revealed will

of God — i.e. the Scriptures

eg) Praying for a sinning brother (vv16,17)

Two kinds of sins.

The sin that cannot be forgiven is the denial of

basic faith (vv20,21)

eg) “idolatry”

The more we are saturated with God’s Word,

the more we understand His will,

and that makes our prayers acceptable —

Jn 15:7 ... Pray according to the Bible

 16:23 ... Pray according to Christ’s nature —

“in My name”

(Study the Outline 46 also.)
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45

The Other Side of Guidance

Introduction

 One of the greatest blessings in being God’s children

is His GUIDANCE —

Rom 8:14 ... led by the Spirit

Following God’s guidance in this world prepares us

for life in the other world —

1 Jn 2:17 ... abides forever

 Many of us miss God’s will because we are onesided

in our understanding of His guidance —

Isa 22:22/Rev 3:7 ... truth is parallel

eg)  2 wings of a bird/2 rails for a train

One side: God “opens” the door

Other side: God “shuts” the door

Wrong concept —

All open doors are God’s providence.

All closed doors are devil’s interference.

 Because we are generally strong-willed,

and we desire to go our own way,

God guides us more thro’ closed doors than open doors!

For illustrating this truth

I’ve chosen seven examples from Genesis.

Genesis is actually a book of beginnings.

Interestingly, it speaks of several

“STOPS” ordered by God!

The “steps” of a righteous man ordered by God (Psa 37:23)

Also the “stops” of a righteous man!

1. Tower of Babel

God “stopped” the people from avoiding scattering —

 Gen 11:1-9

(9:1 ... God’s command to fill the earth!)

 Acts 1:8  2:46,47  8:1

Even then they did not come out of that mentality

(Acts 11:19-21)

— The formation of the Antioch Church

God’s perfect will: “We are the SALT of the earth”

Not to be salt pillars;

but to be shaken out of salt cellars!

 Our own language/region ... Normal tendency ...

Have a “World” Vision! — “God so loved the world ...”

2. Hagar

God “stopped” her from escaping suffering —

 Gen 16:8-10

Later God Himself tells Abraham to send her

away (Gen 21:10-12)

Learn to stay put for character development.

 Gethsemane’s cup — No escape

Left alone ... Lk 22:42,43

(Even the closest associates may not stand

with you in crisis)

 Paul’s thorn — 2 Cor 12:7-9

Answer to your prayer by silence

or unexpected reply

In all the above examples, the medium was an “angel” —

The first time we read about these heavenly beings is

in the context of “stopping” entry into the Garden of Eden!
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3. Abimelech

God “stopped” him from committing sin —

Gen 20:1-6

 We have two forces helping us in this area all the time —

a) Holy Spirit who dwells within us —

Js 4:4,5 ... Humility and submission will

give us victory (vv6,7)

2 Thess 2:7 ... He who restrains ...

b) Christ who is seated in Heaven for us —

Heb 2:18 ... able to help ...

4:14,15 ... Great High Priest ...

1 Jn 2:1 ... We have an Advocate ...

Robert Murray M’cheyne (1813-1843):

“If I could hear Christ praying for me in the next room,

I would not fear a million of enemies. Yet the distance

makes no difference — He IS praying for me!”

When we sincerely long (= desire)

for a holy walk before God, we can be assured of His

present help in preventing us from sinning (Js 1:13-15).

We may not know,

but God knows all the traps of Satan.

The uncomfortable feeling is the inner voice of the Holy Spirit

to prevent us from sinning.

4. Abraham

God “stopped” him from slaying Isaac —

Gen 22:9-14

We must not bail ourselves out by our own resources.

When we have money, we pay;

when we have no money, we pray.

eg) A believing student tries for a professional college ...

Not selected in many colleges ...

If you can pay a “capitation fee” and get a seat,

where is God in it?

Do not manipulate.

Wait until God provides a “Lamb” —

It may be in a thicket (Gen 22:13,14)

I studied in a very ordinary Engineering College (1963-1968)

Result: A ministry was born!

Then I studied in one of the renowned colleges (1968-1970)

(Indian Institute of Technology, Madras)

 God does not allow trials which exceed His limit —

Job 1:12 ... do not lay hand on his person

       2:6 ... but spare his life

     38:8,10,11 ... limit for the waves

1 Cor 10:13 ... A way of escape —

Not to “run” away (escape)

but to “bear” and “endure”

Trials are meant to make us, not break us!

 Joseph tried to bail himself out of prison,

but failed (Gen 40:14,23)

The Chief Butler forgot.

5. Isaac

God “stopped” him from going to Egypt —

Gen 26:1,2,6,12

 Human logic vs. Divine purpose

(Normally, common sense, but...)

God changes our course for a greater blessing.

 The apostles were stopped in Asia & Bithinia

for Macedonia!
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Acts 16:6-10 ... forbidden ... not permitted ...

— They did not ascribe it to SATAN!

— They did not sit idly for guidance —

They kept going ... pushing ...

This is obeying the Will of God in GENERAL.

— When they sensed the Spirit’s guidance,

they relaxed & turned to the other direction.

— When God closes one door,

He opens another ...

Heart of Lydia opened (Purple seller)

Gate of Prison opened (Prison keeper)

6. Rachel

God “stopped” her womb from conceiving —

Gen 29:31; 30:2 ... closed

  30:22-24 ... opened ... She got a Joseph!

 Physical & material blessings withheld for granting

spiritual blessings —

 Poor in this world ... rich in faith (Js 2:5)

 Fanny Crosby ... blind ... 8000 hymns

 Everything for our ultimate good only —

eg) Hannah ... Prophet Samuel

Elizabeth ... Prophet John

Delays are not denials.

God gives time for our development.

God fulfils His overall plan —

i.e. 10 Sons were born to Jacob during this period—

 10 tribes!

7. Laban

God “stopped” him from harming Jacob —

Gen 31:22-24,29,42

Similarly God “stopped” Balaam from cursing

God’s people —

Num 22:22,24,26

23:23 ... A glorious truth!

“What God has done!” (Not, what the devil has done!)

God does not permit anyone to touch us (Psa 105:14,15),

unless there’s a greater purpose —

eg) Stephen

The Church lost a deacon (Stephen)

but gained an apostle (Paul).

Similarly the martyrdom of Graham Staines (1941-1999)

— National impact

— Christian forgiveness!

Headlines in the “Hindu” newspaper!

 Conclusion

 Can a guard guide the train by a green flag only?

He needs a red flag also!

 Will we enjoy the day if there’s bright sunlight all the

24 hours?

Don’t we need a night also?

In fact, night comes first and then the day!

Gen 1:5 ... Evening and morning

i.e. Those who have learned to walk in the dark

will easily walk in the day —

The converse may not be true!
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 Is not pain a blessing?

Lepers can save their fingers if they have pain.

Dr. Paul Brand (1914-2003) calls pain as

“a gift nobody wants!”

 Is not death a blessing?

If God does not stop the life of man at some

point of time,

Adam & Eve will be still walking around with a

mat & pillow!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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How (Why) we miss God’s Will

Introduction

 What believers need today is NOT more light (revelation),

but more obedience.

Perhaps God is wasting His time on His people

with His revelations —

Rom 10:21 ... Disobedient + contrary

Isa 65:2 ... Rebellious + self-willed

We have read/heard enough on

“How to find God’s Will”

Let’s study here —

“How (why) we miss God’s Will”

The Reasons Why —

1. Independence

Self-will

Our own plans + desires

Js 4:13-16 ... Business plans

Ezek 14:4,5 ... Personal obsessive desires = “idols”

Psa 32:8,9 ... Horse or Mule (Involuntary)

Heb 10:7,9 ... Jesus (Voluntary)

2. Indulgence

Rom 8:12-14 ... Living according to flesh vs. Led by Spirit

 12:2 ... Fashions + trends of the world

1 Jn 2:15-17 ... Love of the world vs. Will of God

Ambitions vs. Covetousness

Balaam’s blindness & deafness (Angel + donkey)

Concept and outlook.

Guidance thro’ closed doors
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3. Intelligence

Common sense & thinking is necessary, but too much

of reasoning & rationalising must be avoided.

 Knowledge & Life, Or, Life & Knowledge?

Two trees: Gen 2:9

Isa 55:8,9 ... God’s thoughts vs. our thoughts

2 Cor 5:5,7,9 ... Faith vs. sense knowledge

Heb 11:8 ... Going, not knowing where

Psa 77:19,20 ... Your way in the sea ...

  Your footsteps not known ...

(An element of uncertainty adds thrill to Christian life.

Otherwise dull and dimensionless.)

Acts 27:9-11,21 ... Skill vs. Spiritual revelation

4. Influence/Interference

Overconsultation and too much of counsel.

Gal 1:16,17 ... Flesh & blood ... other apostles

Relatives or self.

Jn 7:2-8 ... Family & Friends

Isa 30:1,2 ...  Egypt & Pharoah

How I simply “informed” my mother and parents-in-law

and brother about my resignation from earthly job

to enter fulltime Christian work.

Beware of pressures from Preachers! —

 Acts 21:10-14 ... Paul & Prophet Agabus

 1 Ki 13 ... A Man of God & Old Prophet

Killed by a lion.

5. Impatience

Gen 15:3,4

  16:1-4 ... Abraham

  17:15-19

Heb 10:35-38 ... Patience after doing God’s will

   to inherit the Promise

Isa 50:10 ... Discipline of darkness after obedience

Don’t bail yourselves out by means of your resources —

eg) Heb 11:35 ... Refusing deliverance for a better

   resurrection

6. Indolence

Eph 5:15-17 ... Keep yourself busy (“redeem the time”)

Acts 16:6-10 ... Be busy doing the “general” will of God

and what is already “revealed.”

Lk 12:45-48 ... Occupy with what you “have” —

When you obey what you know,

more revelation will be given.

God gives a compass, not a blueprint.

One step at a time!

7. Ignorance

Though fundamental, it’s a never-ending reason.

We understand a person’s mind and desires

by frequently conversing with him.

Similarly God’s mind thro’ —

Bible Meditation

Prayer

a) Word of God = Will of God

Isa 8:19,20 ... Law and testimony

close + consistent study —

not casual reading.

“Logos” — “Rhema”
}
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b) Prayer

Rom 8:26,27 ... It is in prayer that the

Holy Spirit quickens our spirit,

and then our mind, to become

tuned to God’s will.

This is like any branch of Science.

We keep on being informed, and grow in

understanding. Then it becomes easy for us

to tackle situations or problems.

Not merely an academic interest...

Not just to “know” but “do” God’s will —

Col 1:9,10 (Jn 7:17a)

(This Outline is developed as a full-length article

in the author’s book, “Fire in my bones,” as the 5th Chapter.)

(Study the Outline 44 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Christ’s Words AFTER the Cross

Introduction

 Christmas story in Matthew & Luke only;

but Easter story in all the 4 Gospels.

Christmas Cards plenty;

Easter Cards rare!

 Christmas is a miracle; but Easter a greater miracle!

 No Christmas without Christ;

No Christianity without Resurrection!

 No miracle in Death; but in Resurrection!

 A man’s life ends with a funeral,

but Christ’s earthly life ended with a festival!

 We do not believe a Christ

who was alive and is dead,

but one who was dead and is alive!

 The empty tomb of Christ, and not the inn of

Bethlehem, has been the cradle of the Church!

 Christianity is essentially a Religion of Resurrection!

 So much preached on the 7 Words (Sayings) of Christ

FROM the Cross;

but very little on what He spoke AFTER the Cross.

 Each of His 7 Sayings after Resurrection

explains how Christian life is a TRIUMPHANT life.

eg)  Christ’s introduction of Himself while addressing

the Churches — Rev 1:17,18 ... dead ... alive

 How He concludes — 3:21 ... overcame

The march of victory! (2 Cor 2:14-16) ... aroma of Christ
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What is Triumphant life?

1. It’s a life of Divine Relationship.

Jn 20:17 ... My Father ... your Father ...

My God ... your God ...

Jesus came to teach us the FATHERHOOD of God —

eg) Sermon on the Mount —

“Your Father in Heaven!”

Mt 5:16 6:6 6:18

:45  :8 :26

:48  :9 :32

6:1    :14 7:11

 This is the Foundation for Christian life (Jn 1:12) —

The devil as a father vs. God as the Father (Jn 8:42,44)

 This is the difference between the OT & NT.

No one adressed God like this in the OT —

That’s why, “Teach us to pray” (Lk 11:1,2)

Say, “God is my Father!” and “My Father is God!”

What a privilege!

How men hesitate to identify, but Jesus (Heb 2:11,12)

Not again to fear ... but “Abba, Father” (Rom 8:15,16)

2. It’s a Life of Incomprehensible Peace.

The Resurrected Christ said, “Peace!”

Lk 24:36 ... Emmaus’ disciples + 11

Jn 20:19 ... Mary Magdalene + 11

:26 ... Thomas + 10

 “My” Peace — Jn 14:27 ... I leave My peace with you

 16:33 ... In Me you may have peace.

“good cheer!”

 (At birth) “Prince” of Peace (Isa 9:6)

 (By Resurrection & Ascension) “King” of Peace (Salem)

after the order of Melchizedek (Heb 7:2)

“By the power of an endless life” (vv15-17)

= Deep restfulness —

Anxieties ... pray ... peace of God that passes

all understanding ... God of Peace ... (Phil 4:6,7,9)

Calm in storm!

“In the world ... tribulation .. cheer ... I’ve overcome” (Jn 16:33)

 When peace is lost, everything is lost.

— True “strength” (Isa 30:15-18) (Heels & Horses)

 The greetings of NT writers —

“Grace & Peace”

Peace is the outcome/result/fruit of Grace!

So many homes without peace: “Say, Peace!” (Lk 10:5)

3. It’s a life of Unshakable Faith.

 What Jesus spoke to Thomas —

Jn 20:27-29 ... not seeing yet believing

Thomas = Didymus = twin

Double-mindedness is too common in all of us.

 Resurrection ... Foundation for faith (1 Cor 15:17)

 Simple faith is a profound experience —

“glorious” ... 1 Pet 1:8,9

 The just shall live by faith!

OT prediction by Prophet Habakkuk (Hab 2:4)

This is NT Christianity —

Rom 1:17/Gal 3:11/Heb 10:38
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We walk by faith ... not by sight!

2 Cor 5:7

“What happens” — FEAR

“Who makes things happen” — FAITH

 This faith is more precious than silver and gold!

(1 Pet 1:7)

We take it for granted ...

but remember, not everyone has it!

 The very name of Christians is “believers.”

“A” to “Z” is of Faith —

Word of Faith (Rom 10:8)

Salvation by Faith (Eph 2:8)

Fight of faith (1 Tim 6:12)

Spirit of Faith (2 Cor 4:13)

That’s why, Author & Finisher of Faith (Heb 12:2).

Faith alone triumphs!

1 Jn 5:4,5 ... faith overcomes the world.

 Faith in Christ’s Resurrection gives us

the hope for our resurrections!

The hymn chosen by Mrs. Gladys Staines

at the funeral of her martyred husband

and two sons in 1999 —

Because He lives ... I can face tomorrow

4. It’s a life with the Holy Scriptures.

Lk 24:25-27 ... Disciples on Emmaus Road

:44 ... Pentateuch, Prophets, Psalms

 God has magnified His Word above all His Name

Psa 138:2b

 “According to the Scriptures”

Repeated so often during Passion week:

eg) — Behold, your King is coming  (Mt 21:4,5)

— My House a House of Prayer (Mt 21:13)

— Out of the mouths of babes (Mt 21:16)

— The stone rejected (Mt 21:42)

— Crucified with thieves (wicked) (Mk 15:27,28)

— Dividing His garments (Mt 27:35)

— I thirst (Jn 19:28)

— No bone broken (Jn 19:36)

— The very Gospel (1 Cor 15:1-4)

 “ALL” the Scriptures (Lk 24:27)

“All” Scripture profitable ...

Do not be choosy ... (2 Tim 3:16,17)

 Our only offensive weapon in the spiritual warfare ...

Sword of the Spirit: Word of God (Eph 6:17)

“It is written” (Mt 4:1-10)

— Memorize Bible verses.

Only then the Holy Spirit can “remind” you—

(Jn 14:26)

5. It’s a life of Bold Witnessing.

 Great Commission in all the 4 Gospels —

Mt 28:18-20 ... All authority ... Go ...

Mk 16:16-18 ... Go ... signs ...

Lk 24:47-49 ... Repentance... Remission... Nations...

Jn 20:21 ... As the Father sent Me, so send I you

:22,23 ... Breathed ... Holy Spirit ... Forgive

 The last recorded saying of Jesus —

Acts 1:8 ... power ... witness ... earth

 It’s the Resurrection that gave boldness to cowards

like Peter & John (Acts 4:33)
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 The world has many religions, but only one Gospel!

It has many avatars, but only one Saviour!

It’s all because of Resurrection!

That’s why Paul said,

“If Christ has not risen ... our preaching is vain!

 ... your faith is vain ... still in sin” (1 Cor 15:14)

The Gospel is incomplete without Resurrection

 (1 Cor 15:1-5)

 Governor Felix trembled when Paul spoke about

Resurrection and Judgment (Acts 24:15,25)

6. It’s a life of Incomparable Love.

Undiminishing love.

Jn 21:15-17 ... Do you love Me more than all these?

 Love for God is the basis of all our service for Him —

“Feed ... Tend ... Lambs ... Sheep”

Anything else cannot sustain us for long —

Obedience to His Commandments/Commission is to be

born out of love —

“If we love Him, we will obey!” (1 Jn 5:2,3)

This is the difference between

slavery and sonship!

We must learn to love Him more than anything else —

“Do you love Me more than all these”

How?

a) We love Him because He first loved us (1 Jn 4:19)

When we study/understand/appreciate

His love more and more,

our love also grows proportionately.

b) Our love must not be for what He does, but who He is!

Only then, nothing can separate us from that love!
(“good or bad”)

(Rom 8:35-39) ... “neither death nor life...”
In all these ... more than conquerors ...

7. It’s a life of Cross-bearing.

Jn 21:18,19 ... Things you don’t like ...
Death ... Follow Me ...

 Jesus carried the Cross and died;
we die and carry the Cross!

Daily Cross-bearing —
“If any man... take up the Cross daily ...” (Lk 9:22,23)

— A Crossless Christianity today

 Don’t sidetrack or be distracted by others or by anything—
“What about this man? ... What if ...” (Jn 21:22,23)
You follow Me ... “TILL I COME!”

 Cross Today — Crown Tomorrow!
“... suffer with Him...reign with Him” (2 Tim 2:8-12a)

eg) Disciples — “My trials ... a Kingdom ... My table”
(Lk 22:28-30)

 Conclusion

What is Triumphant Life?

From Christ’s Words after the Cross —

1. A life of Divine Relationship
2. A life of Incomprehensible Peace
3. A life of Unshakable Faith
4. A life with the Holy Scriptures
5. A life of Bold Witnessing
6. A life of Incomparable Love
7. A life of Cross-bearing

(Study the Outline 36 also.)
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48

“Do you love Me?”

Introduction

 As much as we meditate on the dying Words of Christ,

we must study His post-resurrection sayings also.

They form the basis for a NT Christian life.

(See Outline 47)

 Several appearances during 40 days.

Let’s study about the 7th appearance — Jn 21:14-22

“Do you love Me?”

 Christianity not a religion of rules and regulations,

but a relationship.

 Christianity not primarily concerned with principles

and procedures, but a Person.

 We are sometimes “vague” in our understanding of

“What it means to love Jesus”

We sing, “Jesus, we love You”

without its meaning and implications.

This passage speaks of four practical expressions

of our love for Jesus —

1. Love for Jesus means
a supreme devotion to Him.

Jesus to Peter: “Do you love Me more than these?”

— The first of the 3 questions

We are called to allow nothing to take the place of God

in our lives.

“Love God with all your heart, all your ...” (Mt 22:37)

Jesus is either Lord of all, or not Lord at all!

If we love Him, we will spend time with Him:

— Jesus chose 12 primarily to “be with Him” (Mk 3:14)

— He could not tolerate separation from His Father:

“My God ... My God ...” (Mt 27:46)

— Time for Prayer

— Time for Bible Meditation

2. Love for Jesus means

having a compassionate heart for people.

“Feed My lambs ... Tend My sheep ...Feed My sheep”

 Readiness to do anything in order to help people:

“Good shepherd gives His life” (Jn 10:11)

 Reaching out to the lost —

“Other sheep I have ...” (Jn 10:16)

“The one lost sheep” (Lk 15:4)

Involvement in God’s missionary programme —

“GOING and SENDING”

Cooperation in His Redemptive work —

“It’s finished” = The price is paid.

“It’s not finished” = The people are not told yet.

3. Love for Jesus means

a willingness to suffer for Him.

Jn 21:18,19 ... by what kind of death ... glorify God

Watchman Nee:

“All Christians may not be called to martyrdom;

 but everyone must have a mind to suffer!”

 Do not escape, but enlist in suffering.
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 “If anyone would come after Me,

let him deny himself ... take cross ...” (Lk 9:23)

 Wrong doctrine: Jesus suffered so we need not suffer.

Green Tree  vs.  Dry wood (Lk 23:31)

 Jesus told Peter: “Follow Me” (Jn 21:19)

i.e. Take up the way of the Cross.

Once upon a time —

The preaching of the Cross was foolishness to unbelievers.

But now,

the teaching of the Cross is objectionable to believers.

What should be our attitude?

— We love Him so much that we are ready to suffer for Him.

— We worship a Saviour worth suffering for.

We sing, He is worthy of our praises;

Can we sing, He is worthy of our sufferings?

4. Love for Jesus means
a sincere concern for our associates.

(Jn 21:20-22) ... What about this man?

Peter’s question was simply inquisitiveness, not concern.

That’s why Jesus rebuked him!

 Don’t be obsessed and preoccupied with self-interests;

look into the needs of others (Phil 2:4).

 Don’t be like parallel lines which never meet!

 Everyone has tears —

“Serve one another. Bear one another’s burden” (Gal 6:2)

Don’t say, “I have too many problems to think of others.”

Job: “When he prayed for his friends ...” (Job 42:10)

49

How to love like Jesus

Introduction

 The second great/equal commandment —

Mt 22:35-40 ... Love your neighbour as yourself

 One is not possible without the other —

1 Jn 4:20,21 ... seen ... unseen?

 How to show love —

A practical answer is in Galatians 5:22,23.

All the 9 virtues in this list refer to relationships —

It’s like a wheel with 8 spokes.

Love is the axle.

The Holy Spirit is the lubricant.

Examples from the life of Jesus as to how

He manifested these virtues —

“As I’ve loved you” (Jn 15:12,17)

1. Be JOYFUL in the company of others.

 Jesus — Friend of Sinners (Lk 7:34)

 Smile and laughter lighten the spirits of people ...

 Show yourself friendly (Prov 18:24a).

 Socialize (Don’t polarize).

 False pride. (Reservations)

 Don’t worry if you have burnt your fingers —

 eg) Lk 7:31-33

 Fun & humour: “If you can laugh at yourself

when you slip on a banana peel”

 We talk about fellowship —

 There’s neither fellowship nor friendship!
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2. Live in PEACE and make PEACE.

 Be a peace-lover.

 Pilate & Herod became friends because of Jesus —

Lk 23:12

 Are you a problem or the solution?

 Don’t sow discord among brothers by revealing secrets —

Prov 16:28

 Pray for peace.

 Reconciliation and Restitution —

Responsibility of the offender and the offended

to initiate reconciliation: Mt 5:23,24 & 18:15

3. Be PATIENT with people.

 Jesus — adulterous woman (Jn 8:1-11)

 How many times should I forgive? (Lk 17:4-6)

Mustard seed vs. Mulberry tree

i.e. The offense may be huge;

but the smallest effort will be honoured by God.

 “Patience of Jesus” — Rev 1:9

 Realize God’s patience with us (Mt 18:23-35).

 Wife to husband: “Be patient with me;

God has not finished with me yet!”

 How was Jesus patient with His disciples?

— He looked at them as to what they would become.

4. Be KIND to one another.

 4000 ... “They will faint” (Mk 8:1-5)

 Mother Teresa: “Help one person at a time.”

 Kind acts to the needy —

“What you did to them was to Me” (Mt 25:32-46)

 “Remember the poor” (Gal 2:10)

 Smile of the poor (Job 31:16-23)

 “The interests of others” (Phil 2:4)

 Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear

and the dumb can understand.

5. Be GOOD-natured.

 Acts 10:38 ... “Holy Spirit ... doing good”

 Lk 9:52-56 ... “Fire ... Elijah ... what spirit”

 Barnabas a “good man” —

i.e. An encourager! Acts 11:22-25 (4:36)

6. Be FAITHFUL in all dealings.

 Heb 3:1,2 ... “Jesus ... faithful to the Father”

 Faithful in Words — truth/secrets/ ...

Finance — borrowing/corruption/ ...

Work — honesty/hard work/ ...

“Well done, faithful servant!” (Mt 25:21,23)

Not just fulltimers —

a) Two men in field

b) Two women in kitchen (Lk 17:35)

7. Be GENTLE to all men.

 Jesus was introduced as a “Lamb”

Jn 1:29,36

He takes away the sin (burden) of people —

He does not add up burden to them!

 The “Dove” on the “Lamb”

Mt 3:16

When the Holy Spirit comes on Jesus,

He will not “break” people but “build” them —

Isa 42:1,3

 He called people to unload their burdens on Him —

Mt 11:28-30

Because, He is “gentle in heart!”

 We are called to be gentle in all our dealings with people —

eg) Gal 6:1-5 ... burden ... burden ...
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 Serve people in the spirit of servanthood —

Phil 2:6,7

8. Exercise SELF-CONTROL for the good of others.

 Peter ... Sword ... Mt 26:51-54 (Lk 22:36,38)

 Vengeance is right, but we humans are not capable

of handling it.

That’s why God says, “Vengeance is Mine” (Rom 12:19).

Vengeance in our hands will destroy us.

 Do not speak in anger ... withhold ... cool down

 Be selfless.

 Our excuses

 That’s my nature;

I cannot change my basic temperament.

— Look at Moses in Ex 2:11,12.

Killed the Egyptian.

But in Num 12:1-3,

silent when slandered.

 He (she) is too difficult to live with.

— What’s the Kingdom-life under Spirit’s power?

Isa 11:2,6-9 ... wolf ... lamb

— Why God puts us with difficult people?

Prov 27:17 ... Iron sharpens iron.

 I try but keep failing.

— It’s not an instant miracle;

it’s a learning process (Mt 11:29)

 Conclusion

 Against such (a person) there’s no law!

(Gal 5:23)

Mark of perfection!

50

Money & Mind

Introduction

 Text —

Col 3:3 ... Set your MIND on things above ...

It’s not a nice suggestion but a serious warning —

Because, Covetousness = Idolatry (v5)

And a covetous man = Idolator (Eph 5:5)

 Conversion without a change of mind

about money is false and fake —

eg) John the Baptist’s answer to all the three groups —

Lk 3:10-14

 Love of money is “the” root of all evil —

1 Tim 6:10

 So many morals Jesus taught in His Sermon on the

Mount; but the longest passage is relating to money —

Mt 6:19-34 (16 verses!)

v21 ... “Where your treasure is ...”

vv22,23 ... What is bad eye?

Context: Earlier verse (21) ... “Treasure”

Next verse (24) ... “Two masters”

i.e. Lust for material things —

 Taken up by TV advertisements.

 God or Gad?

Gad = Fortune! (Gen 30:11)

 It’s not wrong to be rich.

But is your mind in it?
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Psa  62:10 ... “If riches increase,

   do not set your heart on them”

Prov 11:28 ... “He who trusts in his riches will fall”

eg) Testimony of Job (Job 31:24-28) —

Worthy of judgment

like other sins such as “adultery”

 Seriousness: “I would have denied God!”

“Who is above”  vs.  “What is below”

 The first judgment in the Church was

for cheating in financial matters —

Ananias & Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11)

It was against the work of the Holy Spirit —

Spontaneous act (Acts 2:44) ... sold ... shared ...

 The world is materialistic

because the Church has become materialistic —

+ “As the Church goes, so goes the world!”

+ “God put the Church in the world,

 but the devil has put the world in the Church!”

Materialistic preachers outnumber the spiritual-minded:

Phil 3:17-19 ... “Many ... mind earthly things!”

2 Cor 2:17 ... “So many adulterate the Word

for money”

Beware of what you watch in Christian TV!

Prescriptions for pleasing God in financial matters:

1. Cultivate a spirit of Contentment.

1 Tim 6:6-8 ... love of money ... root of all evil ...

How much is enough?

Money is like sea water!

Rich men eat well; poor men sleep well!

2. Honour God with your substance.

What’s meant by “honouring” God?

+ A prayer of acknowledgment before spending.

+ A portion set aside for His work.

Tithe — A good place just to start.

It’s like a tutor.

Keep increasing the proportion.

+ Trust God for your future; otherwise money becomes

your master, not servant (Mt 6:24,25)

3. Set priorities right.

Do not overwork to be rich (Prov 23:4,5)

The right order:

God first.

Family next.

Job/Work third.

eg) Teachers & extra hours for taking tuition.

Separation from family for earning money.

Business people — Working hours.

4. Learn to live without.

Differentiate between your wants and needs.

Two misquoted verses —

a) Phil 4:13 ... “I can do all things ...”

:12 ... i.e. living within the income.

eg) What I learnt from my parents.

b) Phil 4:19 ... “All your need ...”
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5. Give away cheerfully to the needy.

+ John Wesley: Earn all you can.

Save all you can.

Give all you can.

+ Every time you get a new dress,

give away one of the old ones.

+ Jesus with two officials —

a) Tax Collector Zacchaeus ... “I give 50% to the poor”

(Lk 19:8)

b) Young Ruler: “Sell ... give to the poor ...

Then come and follow Me!” (Lk 18:22)

 Conclusion

 “He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord” (Prov 19:17)

 Why did the rich man go to hell?

He cared the less for the poor Lazarus (Lk 16:19-31)

 If the first tithe is to the Church and Christian ministries,

why not another tithe to the poor?

By doing so, none of us will go breadless!

51

How to make Obedience easy

Introduction

Christian life begins with obedience to the Gospel (1 Pet 4:17)

That’s why unbelievers are called children of disobedience

(Eph 2:2)

Devil: God is a hard taskmaster ...

His expectations are too demanding ...

His commandments are too difficult ...

Devil’s lie vs. God’s truth

“most difficult” “most delightsome”

 Jesus: My yoke easy ... My burden light (Mt 11:28-30)

John: God’s commandments not burdensome (1 Jn 5:3b)

 “My yoke ... My burden” vs.  “Law of Moses” (Jn 1:17)

This does not mean that God has lowered

His standard in the New Testament —

In fact, Christ has raised it!

eg) adultery vs.  lustful look (Mt 5:27,28)

 murder vs.  angry words (Mt 5:21,22)

But God in Christ gives us His grace to obey Him.

In other words,

Obedience is now made easy!

“How to make obedience easy” —

We’ll study this from the Book of Hebrews.

Why Hebrews? The recipients of this Epistle

were once under the burden of the Law.

Now they are saved by Christ.

This Epistle teaches them how obedience is made

easy now.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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eg) A call to obedience — 1:1; 2:1; etc.

Seven factors which make obedience easy:

From the Book of Hebrews —

1. Faith

 If we trust someone, it becomes easy for us to do

what that person bids us to do.

eg) Abraham — Heb 11:8

He trusted God as a “friend” (Js 2:23)

Jesus came to show the  friendliness of God —

Friend of sinners — Dining with them.

Friend of saints — To disciples: “I call you friends”

“What a Friend we have in Jesus!”

 God’s commandments come to us thro’ His Word.

We can obey them only when we believe them.

  eg) Heb 3:18,19 ... Disobedience due to unbelief

“What they heard” (4:2)

— Mary: “Be it to me according to Your Word” (Lk 1:38)

— Peter: “Nevertheless at Your Word ...” (Lk 5:5)

 This faith comes by “hearing” God’s Word.

Not just reading ...

i.e. When you read, believe that God is speaking

to you (Heb 4:2)

Rom 10:16,17 ... hear  believe  obey

 Disobedience is a direct result of distrust.

“Trust and obey ... For there’s no other way”

Obedience becomes difficult once the heart is hardened

by unbelief (Heb 3:12)

2. Fear

 Noah feared God and obeyed Him to build an ark

Heb 11:7 ... If he had not obeyed,

he would have been destroyed with others.

 Fear has 2 components —

a) Negative ... Fear of Punishment (consequence)

b) Positive ... Fear for the Person (reverence)

a) Negative Fear —

The first lessons of obedience are learnt in the school

of fear —

eg) God  Adam  “You’ll die!” (Gen 2:16,17)

Parents  Children  (Cane) “I’ll spank you”

Teachers  Students  Punishment/Failure

 “You will fail !”

 Prov 3:7b ... “Fear God and depart from evil”

Eccl 12:13,14 ... Conclusion of the “whole” matter

 Corruption and evil in individual and national lives

are basically due to lack of fear of God —

eg) Abraham — Abimelech — Sarah (Gen 20:10,11)

 We must know that nothing can be hidden from God —

Heb 4:13 ... naked ... open ... eyes ... account ...

It was this knowledge which made Joseph run away

from temptation (Gen 39:9).

“Every disobedience will be punished” (Heb 2:2,3a)

b) Positive Fear —

i.e. understanding WHO commands us,

makes obedience easy —

 Ex 20:2 ... The introduction for the 10 Commandments:

“I am the Lord your God”
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 Lev 19:10 — poor

 :14 — deaf Reason:

 :16 — talebearer “I am the Lord

 :18 — vengeance  your God!”

eg) Peter: “If it is You, Lord, command me to come walking

 on water!” (Mt 14:25-29)

What a risk! But who calls?

3. Facts

 Often we are told that we must obey God blindly;

but God would have us understand WHY we must

obey Him.

Our obedience must be implicit,

immediate and also intelligent.

 3:5-7 ... “Therefore” harden not but obey ...

i.e. Moses as a Servant obeyed (v5)

 Jesus as a Son obeyed (v6)

When we understand that —

God is our Creator ... We obey as His Creature.

God is our Father ... We obey as His Children.

(If I am the Father, where is My honour? ... Mal 1:6)

Christ is our King ... We obey as the citizens. `

Christ is our Captain ... We obey as His soldiers.

Christ is our Lord, Master ... We obey as His disciples/

servants ... “You call Me Lord, but ...” (Lk 6:46)

Christ is the Head ... We are the organs of His Body

Christ is our Teacher ... We are His students

Christ is our Shepherd ... We are His sheep (Psa 95:7,8)

 Psalmist prayed for “understanding” that he might obey—

Psa 119:34,73b,125

 Not blind obedience but brilliant obedience —

Rom 12:2 ... renewing of mind ...

eg) Peter & John to the religious leaders:

Acts 4:19 ... You judge ... think ... discern ...

 Horses & Donkeys have no understanding

and therefore they find it difficult to obey —

Psa 32:8,9

 It is the Word of God which imparts understanding

of eternal facts in our inner man —

Heb 4:11,12 ... soul ... spirit ...

“two-edged sword” = clearcut understanding

= plain truth/facts

= no compromise

4. Fellowship

Heb 3:12-15 ... Exhort daily while “TODAY” (v13)

... “TODAY” if you hear ... (v15)

Help and support from others make obedience easy.

God gave Eve to Adam immediately after He gave him

the commandment (Gen 2:15-18)

“not good to be alone” —

Not primarily that he would

otherwise fall into adultery —

In fact there was no other woman at all!

The companionship was mainly

to help him obey God and resist Satan.

 Sarah helped Abraham obey God —

Heb 11:8-11 ... “Sarah also” (v11)

It’s wrong to say that Abraham left with Isaac

without telling Sarah.
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 Parents’ help in obedience —

Prov 1:7,8 ... Father ... Mother

 Youth need fellowship for receiving admonition —

Eccl 4:9,10,13 ... wise youth ... foolish king ...

eg) Hananiah, Azariah, Mishael chose to obey God

 rather than the King (Dan 3:28)

5. Forerunners

Obedience is taught as well as caught!

 Jesus is the supreme Example of obedience —

Heb 3:1,2 ... Called to consider Him.

Rom 5:19 ... By one man’s “obedience” ...

His obedience was not intermittent but consistent —

Phil 2:5,8,12 ... “obedient unto (until) death”

Let this mind ... (v5) ... as always obeyed (v12)

We must not dismiss saying He was God —

“coming in the likeness of men” (v7c)

 Other forerunners —

Noah obeyed God amidst mockers (Heb 11:7)

Abraham obeyed God leaving comforts (11:8)

Joseph obeyed God against allurements (11:22)

Moses obeyed God against affluence (11:24)

Daniel obeyed God against threats (11:33)

The disciples obeyed God amidst persecutions

 (11:36-38)

“clouds of witnesses” (12:1)

 Church history

— Amy Carmichael obeyed God’s call and came to India.

— William Carey obeyed God’s call and came to India.

— David Livingstone obeyed God’s call and went to Africa.

— Adoniram Judson obeyed God’s call and went to Burma.

— Hudson Taylor obeyed God’s call and went to China.

— Sundersingh obeyed God’s call and went all over India.

— Mary Slessor obeyed God’s call and went to cannibals.

— Graham Staines obeyed God’s call and came to Odisha.

 Read the Bible and the Biographies and Autobiographies

therein.

 Unlearn whatever was learnt from

the children of disobedience (Col 3:6-8a)

6. Failures

There is no one without failures in this world.

No failure is final.

Failures can be used redemptively to learn obedience —

 Why God allows failures or chastens us (Heb 12:9)

 For Jesus it was not failures but suffering (Heb 5:8,9)

 Psalmist’s testimony —

Psa 119:67,71 ... good ... I learn ...

— Failures bring us to our knees;

repeated failures to prostration.

— Failures are attention-getters.

If we don’t learn from failures, we are only learning to fail.

eg)Henry Ford forgot to put a reverse gear in his first car!

No one repeated that mistake.

 Disadvantages in life usually keep us humble

and obedient —

unlike when everything goes alright!

eg) Abraham Lincoln:

— Difficult childhood

— Formal schooling less than one year
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— Failed in business (1831)

— Defeated for the Legislature (1832)

— Again failed in business (1833)

— Fiancee died (1835)

— Defeated for Speaker (1838)

— Married, wife a burden

— Only one of his four sons lived past age 18

— Defeated for Congress, Senate & Vice Presidency

— Elected as the President (1860)

7. Future

What  God has promised for those who obey Him

is the greatest motivation for obedience —

 Heb 4:7-11 ... Future reward of eternal rest —

Obedience may be a struggle now, but...

 Mt 7:24,25 ... A life and work of obedience will be

unshaken.

 Dt 28:13 ... Not tail but head!

 Conclusion

Obedience in the Tamil language means “the first step”

(i.e. the lowest step) of a ladder or a stair!

You cannot climb further steps

or reach the final step

without the first step!

52

Marks of an Apostolic Christian

Introduction

The word “Apostle” is a Greek word,

meaning, “One who is sent forth on a mission.”

It’s translated in modern times as a “special messenger.”

It’s from its Latin equivalent we get the word, “missionary.”

Several Churches these days are named as “apostolic.”

Christ Jesus is the “Apostle” of apostles (Heb 3:1).

We are called to closely study Him.

Each Christian must have the “seal of apostleship” (1 Cor 9:2).

Here are the marks of an Apostolic Christian —

1. Apostolic Foundation

Eph 2:20 ... built on the foundation of apostles ...

This refers to the teachings and traditions of the

apostles found in the New Testament.

We are to continue steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine

(Acts 2:42)

We dare not go anywhere else for our guidance

and direction — 2 Thess 2:15; 3:6

2. Apostolic Consecration

eg) Apostle Paul (1 Cor 9:1-15)

“Am I not an apostle? Am I not free?

Do we have no right? ...

But I have used none of these things ...”

Surrendering even our legitimate rights for the

Kingdom sake.

Total surrender to the Lordship & Kingship of Christ.

“No longer I, but Christ” (Gal 2:20)
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3. Apostolic Mission/Vision/Commission

Rom 15:18-20 ... my aim ... to preach where Christ

not named ... not another man’s foundation

An all-out commitment to the Great Commission.

Everything else is secondary.

Our very life for the Gospel sake (Phil 1:27).

Jesus considered it His very food (Jn 4:32-35).

Moon-landing: Walking where no one ever walked.

Needy-landing: To regions where no one ever went

 with the Gospel.

Missionary-mindedness is not an option for a Christian,

but his very calling.

4. Apostolic Identification

2 Cor 12:12 ... signs of an apostle ...

perseverance ... mighty deeds ...

a) “Patience” — Work hard:

Work as if everything depends on you.

b) “Power”  — Pray in faith:

Pray as if everything depends on God.

Patience without power is unproductive;

Power without patience is destructive.

5. Apostolic Intercession

The Apostles were men of prayer;

they repeatedly called God’s people to a life of prayer —

eg) Eph 6:18 ... Prayer ... supplication ... watchfulness

1 Thess 5:17 ... Pray without ceasing.

The apostles prayed with “burden” —

a) for the unchurched (outsiders)

Rom 9:1,2;10:1 ... sorrow ... grief ...

b) for the churched (insiders)

2 Cor 11:28,29 ... deep concern ...

1 Thess 1:2-4 ... faith ... love ... hope ...

This was patterned after Jesus who prayed not only for

His disciples but also those who would believe Him

through their ministry —

Jn 17:20

6. Apostolic Humiliation

1 Cor 4:9-13 ... apostles ... last ... weak ... dishonoured

 ... hunger ... reviled ... defamed ...

 filth of the world ...

Highest calling demands highest sacrifice.

When this is forgotten, the word “apostle” becomes a title

or designation rather than a function.

A deep work of the Cross necessary.

Participation in Christ’s sufferings —

2 Cor 4:10; 1 Pet 4:13

7. Apostolic Coronation

1 Thess 2:19,20 ... The souls we have won to Christ

  will be our “crown!”

2 Tim 4:6-8 ... The crown of righteousness not only

to Apostle Paul but also to all who love

Christ’s Return.

Jesus promised the first 12 Apostles the Thrones

to judge Israel (Lk 22:28-30)

We shall judge angels (1 Cor 6:3).

We shall sit with Jesus on His Throne (Rev 3:21).
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 Conclusion

 Jesus as the Apostle of apostles (Heb 3:1) went through

these 7 glorious stages —

1. He had the Scriptures as the foundation of His life —

Heb 10:7

2. His consecration to the Father was total —

Heb 10:5,10

3. His mission was always clear before Him

as the top priority —

Lk 4:18,19,43

Jn 4:34

4. He identified Himself with mankind —

Jn 1:14

Heb 2:17

5. He was and is a mighty Intercessor —

Heb 5:7

  7:24,25

6. He humbled Himself as a slave —

Phil 2:5-8

7. He was coronated as the King of kings and the

Lord of lords—

Phil 2:9,10

Rev 19:16

 The teaching and the traditions of the Apostles are so

foundational to our life and ministry in the Church today

that the names of the Apostles will be on the Foundation of

New Jerusalem! (Rev 21:14)

53

Marks of Maturity

Introduction

 Perpetual infancy is an embarrassment to God.

Like any father, God desires His children to grow

(Eph 4:13)

Age alone does not indicate maturity.

Seniority is not the same as maturity.

We have many adults with childish mentality.

What are then the marks (signs) of Maturity?

or

How do we measure spiritual growth?

God’s call is not only, “Let My people go,”

 but also, “Let My people grow!”

1. Denial of Self

 Jesus to Peter (Jn 21:18,19)

“death ... glorify God ... follow Me”

Self-denial is both the cornerstone

and the capstone of Christian life.

 It’s a “daily” affair (Lk 9:23)

Paul: I die “daily” (1 Cor 15:31)

eg) He did not use his rights

(1 Cor 9:4-7,12,15a)

What must be denied in life will vary from person

to person. The Lord will reveal this to us when we wait

before Him and ask Him.

Generally He will direct us to sacrifice

what we hold very dear —
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eg) Abraham — Isaac (= laughter)

Gen 22:2 ... See how specific God was!

eg) Rich young Ruler

Mt 19:16-22 — his treasures (possessions)

 When we practise self-denial in small things,

we get trained for more demanding situations —

eg) Abraham, at the beginning,

obeyed God and left his father;

 Now, while maturing,

obeyed God and offered his son!

 Self-denial is not the trend today!

“I must have my way and all I want”

— this is the cry everywhere.

Even in religious circles,

the emphasis is more on the “faith” of Abraham

rather than on his “self-denial” leading to “obedience.”

2. Peace with one another

 1 Cor 3:1-3 ... babes ... envy, strife, divisions, ...

Don’t we say, “Don’t fight like children?”

Mature people will give up anything for the sake of peace.

eg) Abraham & Lot — Gen 13:7-11,14,15

 Mt 5:9 ... Peacemakers are the “sons” of God,

not just “children.”

 Peace with one another is possible only if we filter out

all rubbish from our minds —

Phil 4:8,9 ... true ... noble ... pure ...

 “love ... perfection ... peace”

Col 3:12-15

 Take initiative, whether you’re the offender or the offended

Mt 5:23,24 ... You are the offender

18:15 ... You are the offended

Do all you can (Rom 12:18,19) —

No vengeance!

 Growth: Unity of the Spirit (Eph 4:3) to

Unity of Faith (v13)

3. Edification of others

 1 Cor 13:11 ... when I was a child ... man ...

eg)  Gifts manifestation (1 Cor 14:18-20)

 Not for self-excitement

or self-fulfilment

Gifts: not toys for our pleasure

but tools for others’ profit

eg) Christ: Rom 15:1-4

“... did not please Himself ...”

— He refused to turn stones into bread

for His own hunger;

but multiplied bread and fish for others’ hunger!

— He did not pray to the Father

for legion of Angels to protect Him;

but prayed for the protection of Peter

and the other disciples.

 Do not come to the Church expecting

what you can “receive,” but what you can “give”

“He who waters shall be watered” (Prov 11:25)

 “Lord, bless me!” — Praying always like this is childishness

“Lord, make me a blessing!” — Maturity/Responsibility
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 Not what can I get,

but what can I give?

“spend ... be spent” (2 Cor 12:15)

 Never offend, but only edify others

Rom 14:19,21,22 “meat ... wine ... anything”

4. Exercising to progress

 1 Tim 4:12-15 ... Give yourself ... your progress ...

As much as we care for our body —

diet, dress & development of figure —

we must attend to our inner man:

“Exercise unto godliness” (vv7-9)

i.e. work with your gift (v14) ... “neglect not...”

Do not be afraid ... spirit of fear (2 Tim 1:6-8)

 Stir up!

Casualness is an enemy to spiritual progress.

 Eccl 9:10 ... whatever your hand finds to do ...

 eg) a house on fire

 Eccl 11:1-6 ... morning ... evening

(A tendency to slow down)

 Eph 4:14-16 ... “body ... every joint ... organ ...”

i.e. individual growth and corporate growth

5. Discernment of truth

 Heb 5:11-6:2 ...

“move away from elementary principles to ...”

In understanding, be “men” —

1 Cor 14:20

 Restore the art of Bible meditation.

Spend sufficient time to “think”

on passages of God’s Word.

Painstaking study:

eg) Thessalonians vs. Bereans

Acts 17:1-4 vs. v11

Refer to Study Aids.

“All” Scripture ... “complete” (2 Tim 3:15-17)

Have group discussions.

Listen to the views of others.

Understanding is better in the company of God’s people—

Eph 3:18,19 ... with the saints

 Growing in the knowledge of Christ is the sure way

to escape deception —

2 Pet 3:16-18 ... steadfastness ... error ... knowledge

discernment x deception

6. Appreciation for others

 How Peter appreciates Paul —

2 Pet 3:15,16 ... wisdom ... hard to understand

Peter’s early years: Quick to speak on any subject.

Many times he spoke not knowing what he was speaking

eg) Mk 9:6

We are experts in self-appreciation.

Mutual appreciation of John & Jesus:

“shoe lace” ... “greatest of prophets”

Lk 3:16    17:28

 The “I-know-everything” attitude prevents us

from appreciating what others say or do.

Everything is “received”  (1 Cor 4:7)

 Be analytical, not critical or cynical!

Be liberal with appreciation —

People grow by appreciation.

Correction only after appreciation:

eg)  Jesus to Peter —
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Mt 16:13-18 ... My Father ... on this foundation

:21-23 ... Get behind Me ... things of men

Similarly, letters to the 7 Churches (Rev 2 & 3) —

First commendation, then correction

 Do not despise anyone —

Law of the Kingdom: “A little boy shall lead” (Isa 11:6)

 Spouses need mutual appreciation —

Eph 5:25-29 ... love ... give ... nourish ... cherish

 Accusation is devilish (Rev 12:10)

Appreciation is divine — “Well done!” (Mt 25:21,23)

7. Growth into fatherhood

 1 Jn 2:12-14 ... I write to you ...

3 Stages —

 Children:  Forgiveness of sins,

 Knowing God as our Father

 and we as His children.

 Young men: Strength,

Hiding God’s Word,

Victory

 Fathers: Knowledge of the eternal God

Childhood (past)

Youthhood (present)

Fatherhood (future)

As fathers, we must help youngsters to grow:

— Tolerate their mistakes

— Trust them with responsibilities

— Teach them practical lessons

— Train them in Christian ministry

 Conclusion

Be encouraged if you have these marks;

Be challenged if they are missing.

54

Multidimensional Growth

Introduction

 I am appalled by the perpetual infancy witnessed

all over the Church.

But the Bible repeatedly speaks against it —

1 Cor 3:1,2 ... carnal ... babes ... milk ...

13:11 ... child ... man ... childish ...

14:20 ... children ... mature ...

Gal 4:3-5 ... children ... sons ...

Eph 4:14 ... children ... perfect man ...

Heb 5:12-14  ... milk ... solid food ...

 Another tragedy is disproportionate growth —

Eph 4:15,16 ... grow up in all things ...

Illustrate:

 Speaking all the time about Evangelism

— Only the leg is growing.

 Speaking all the time about Charitable Service

— Only the hand is growing.

 Speaking all the time about Holiness

— How many kidneys??!!

 Speaking all the time about Worship

— A paralysed man can have a

 perfect heart!

 Spiritual balance is the greatest need of the hour.

By balance we do not mean neutrality,

but multidimensional growth and emphasis.
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 When a baby is born,

we don’t add a hand at the 6th month,

or

a leg at the completion of one year and so on!

A baby is a “miniature adult.”

He must “grow up in all things” (Eph 4:15,16)

Here are about a dozen areas/aspects

where we must work for growth —

1. Grace for (upon) Grace
Jn 1:16,17

Understanding of our release from the “Law” —

Not for licence but for liberty = “grace and truth”

Read Romans & Galatians frequently.

Romans: How we are freed

Galatians: How we are entangled

Become strong in grace (2 Tim 2:1)

The Christian world is plagued with legalism.

Grace is not just for life, but also for work — (Zech 4:7)

a) Zerubbabel ... Grace ... Grace

b) Paul (1 Cor 15:10) ... Grace of God ... laboured

2. Faith to Faith

Rom 1:17

No other century has had so many definitions for faith

as this century.

The Biblical teaching on faith is different from other faiths.

Now there’s lot of mixing up.

Eastern mysticism has subtly entered the faith teaching

of the Church.

Walking by faith means trusting God not “because of”

but “in spite of.”

Growing in faith means growing in confidence

on God by acquaintance.

Acquaintance develops by communication.

We communicate to God primarily thro’ prayer,

and He to us thro’ the Bible.

Rom 10:17 ... Faith comes ... Word of God

vv6,7,8 ... ascend ... descend ... Word of faith

“HIM” rather than “HIS”

3. Holiness upon Holiness

Rev 22:11 ... righteous ... righteous still

Jesus Christ is the perfect Example for this kind of growth—

Jn 17:19 ... I sanctify Myself ...

Let’s understand the two sides of sanctification —

a) God sanctifies us (Jn 17:17)

b) We sanctify ourselves (v19)

One leads to the other.

 If we leave the second (b),

we will become “careless” Christians (1 Jn 3:7)

If we leave the first (a),

we will become “joyless” Christians (Phil 3:3,9)

 The first (a) is our Privilege —

“I am the Lord who makes you holy” (Lev 20:8)

The second (b) is our Responsibility —

“Be holy as I am holy” (Lev 19:2)

Keep on rejoicing over God’s work in us.

Keep on reviewing our walk before Him.
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4. Knowledge upon Knowledge

Dan 2:21 ... wisdom to the wise ...

Eph 4:13 ... knowledge ... full stature ...
Phil 3:7,8,10 ... knowledge ... know Him ...

2 Pet 3:18 ... grow in knowledge ...

“God’s people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” —
Hos 4:6

i.e. Devotion without discretion!

Knowledge primarily thro’ an analytical study
of the Scriptures —

Hos 4:6b ... knowledge ... Law of God ...
Lk 2:46,47,52 ... increased in knowledge ...

2 Tim 3:14-17 ... learned ... Holy Scriptures ...

How? a) Prayer (Eph 1:15-18)
Solomon asked for Wisdom (1 Ki 3:5-10)

James teaches us to pray for Wisdom (Js 1:5)

b) Personal study (2 Tim 3:15)

c) Discussions in Fellowship

(Eph 3:18,19; Acts 17:11,12)
5. Victory to Victory

Rom 8:37 ... “more than or beyond victory”

The context explains the battle we are primarily engaged in —

vv33-39  Condemnation
 Tribulation

 Distress
 Persecution

 Famine, Nakedness
 Peril, Sword

 Death
 Life Attraction

 Angels of Blessings!

 Principalities & Powers

The fight is essentially against any power or force —

good or bad — that can preoccupy us to exclude the centrality

of Christ in our lives (v39)

  eg) Sometimes we are taken up by “demonology.”

Suddenly we shift to “angelology.”

Angel worship was common in early days!

(Col 2:18,19)

6. Love upon Love

Phil 1:9 ... love abound ... more and more ...

Eph 4:16 ... growth ... in love

While speaking of  “perfecting” of love,

Apostle John brings in the fact of judgment —

1 Jn 4:17,18

“boldness”  vs.  “fear”

How much we love the brother whom we have seen will be the

ultimate measure of our love for the unseen God (vv20,12)

The secret of love is “initiative” —

“ ... because He first loved us” (v19)

If we keep waiting for favourable conditions to express

our love, we will never make it.

“While we were yet sinners,

 Christ died for us!” (Rom 5:8)

The Church growth is devoured by Church splits,

leaving no impact on the society.

— Division instead of multiplication

— Duplication instead of supplementation

— Competition instead of coordination

— Fragmentation instead of unification

“Oneness” — Jn 17:23 — “maturing in unity”
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7. Sacrifice upon Sacrifice

a) Physique ... 2 Cor 12:14,15; Phil 2:17

b) Possessions ... 2 Cor 8:7,2

c) Privileges ... 1 Cor 9:1-23

The Trinitarian Godhead is the unparalleled Example

for Sacrifice —

The Father — Sacrificed His own Son

= Delight of the Family

The Son — Sacrificed His own Self

= Prestige of the Position

The Spirit — Sacrificing His own Sovereignty

= Ability to dictate

(But He is resisted, grieved, quenched.)

That’s why Paul said —

“Be followers of God ... as Christ ... sacrifice ...”

(Eph 5:1,2)

8. Declaration upon Declaration (Proclamation)

Jesus: “I WILL declare” (Heb 2:12)

— Before entering the world

“I HAVE declared” (Jn 17:26)

— After entering the world

“I WILL declare” (Jn 17:26)

— Before entering Heaven

Paul: “I am a debtor ... As much as is in me,

I am ready to preach” (Rom 1:14,15)

A debt that can never be cleared!

In Missions and Ministries, we now have the tragedy of having

more supporters than soulwinners. This is an unhealthy trend.

Youngsters by nature are active & brisk, and therefore

the need for exercise need not be stressed to them;

but when we grow old, we develop stiffness of joints,

obesity, etc. Then medical advice comes strongly on us

for “regular” exercise. The same is true of spiritual life—

Most of our spiritual ills are due to lack of exercise.

Paul: “I seek not yours, but you” (2 Cor 12:14)

9. Reminder upon Reminder

2 Pet 1:12-15 ... remind ... reminding ... reminder

This speaks of our ministry to believers who are prone

to “forget” that we are delivered from sin (v9)

Examples of reminders —

Gal 5:21 ... as I told you before ...

Phil 3:1 ... to write the same things ...

Heb 3:12,13 ... The necessity of “daily” exhortation

We must remind ourselves also.

The emphasis in the NT is more on “corporate” growth

than “individual” growth —

Eph 4:16 ... whole body ... every joint ... every part

The analogy of a garden (Psa 92:13,14)

Not isolated trees here and there.

There’s hardly any “fellowship” in our “fellowships.”

10. Sorrow upon Sorrow

Phil 2:25-27 ... mercy ... sorrow upon sorrow ...

2 Cor 4:7-11 ... pressed .... perplexed ... persecuted ...

Result: a) Appreciating His love and life working in us

2 Cor 7:12,15,16a
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b) Blessing others with joy, comfort

& encouragement —

Phil 2:28 ... you may rejoice ...

God’s method of maturing us in the ministry of counseling

& comfort is bringing us thro’ the furnace —

This truth is explicitly taught in 2 Cor 1:3-6.

Therefore, do not waste your sorrows!

Jesus was called a “Man of Sorrows” (Isa 53:3).

He was a green tree and we are dry wood (Lk 23:31).

He endured His Cross joyfully;

Let’s endure our crosses joyfully.

In His mercy & compassion,

God sets the “limit” (Phil 2:27)

Job 38:11 ... This far ... no further ...

11. Patience upon Patience

“L-O-N-G-suffering”

Patience is the crowning virtue —

Js 1:4 ... patience ... perfect ... complete ...

A significant outcome of the power of God in our life —

Col 1:11 ... patience ... longsuffering ... joy

The true beauty of a gifted ministry —

2 Cor 12:12 ... signs ... with all perseverance ...

The trend of the age —

Quick results by short-cut methods.

Quick results usually do not last long.

eg) Wealth (Prov 20:21)

Hybrid coconuts — early yield & early stop

Patience does not mean slowness and lethargy;

it means sustaining, enduring, persevering, ...

As we approach the endtime, this is a virtue

we need to specifically grow in —

Rev 13:10 ... Patience & faith of saints

 14:12 ... Patience of the saints ...

12. Glory to Glory

2 Cor 3:18 ... transformed ... by the Spirit

This is essentially the work of God in us.

Our only responsibility here is to keep “beholding”

or contemplating the glory of Christ by “turning” away to Him

from all other attractions (v16)

Even Peter was about to equate Moses & Elijah to Jesus.

Keep resisting the subtle temptations of the devil

to sidetrack and deviate —

“Behold, My Son,” not My servant! (Mk 9:7)

Our end of growth is becoming like Jesus

Eph 4:13 ... measure ... stature ... fullness of Christ

(Study the Outline 34 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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How we dishonour God the Father

Introduction

 God is seen as a Father in the first pages of the Bible —

A father — begets children in His own image (1:26)

— blesses His children ( :28)

— bestows authority ( :28)

— provides for children’s needs ( :29)

— delegates responsibilities (2:15)

— instructs and warns ( :16,17)

— conducts marriage ( :18,22)

— respects and encourages ( :19)

— is concerned about the

children’s whereabouts (3:9)

— punishes but redeems ( :15,21)

 But,

man’s failure thro’out in his relationship with the Father—

from Genesis to Malachi —

Dt 32:5,6,15,18 ... Is He not Your Father?

(Earliest prophet) Why then did you corrupt yourself?

Isa 1:2 ... I nourished children,

(Middle period prophet) but they rebelled...

Mal 1:6 ... If I am the Father,

(Latter prophet) where is My honour?

If then I am the Father, where is My honour?

 The Book of Malachi is God’s complaint against His children

but their refusal to accept it.

Their refusal is in the form of questions.

We will consider five of the important ones in this message

to understand their God-dishonouring acts —

Question 1

“In what way have You loved us?” (Mal 1:2)

Deprecating the Father’s love

 Esau-Jacob story (vv2,3)

— We did not choose Him, He chose us (Jn 15:16)

Gen 25:23

— He has chosen us before the foundation of the world.

Therefore, no merit on our part (Eph 2:8,9)

— Children just because of accepting Christ

(Jn 1:12/Esau’s birthright) Gen 25:29-34

While testifying, do not use sentences like —

I found the Lord. (No, He found me!)

I repented of all my sins.

I came to Christ. (No, He sought me!)

 Do we sing and worship God’s love each day?

 His love reached its climax at Calvary —

Rom 5:7,8 ... God demonstrates His love ...

Psa 22:1-20 ... Christ’s cry from the Cross

Question 2

“In what way have we despised Your Name?” (Mal 1:6,7)

Despising the Father’s Name

Various ways of —

 Insult by not offering the best (v8)

— The Father must get the supreme honour.

Jesus offered Himself to the Father (Heb 9:14).
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Abraham offered his dearest to God (Gen 22:12).

(Contrast: Eli ... 1 Sam 2:29,30)

In glorification also,

Jesus gives the supreme honour to the Father

(1 Cor 15:24,28)

— Give the best hour to God (Fresh hours)

— Give the best treasure to God (Alabaster box)

— Give the best part of life to God’s service (young)

25 years to 40 must be invested.

After 40, so many physical ailments

— Give the best child for God’s ministry (v14a)

 Serving/following God for personal earthly benefit only (v10)

Jn 6:23-27 ... Seeking Christ for bread only

1 Cor 15:19 ... If for this life only ...

Serve God because He is God!

Serve God for who He is, not for what He gives!

 Serving God out of duty, not out of delight (v13a)

Prayer (Psa 5:2,3/Prov 8:30)

Bible Meditation (Psa 119:14)

Witnessing (Psa 51:12,13)

eg) Don’t say, “We haven’t prayed yet!”

But, “Come, let’s pray!”

 Offering the stolen money (v13b)

Stolen from parents (Mk 7:10-13)

Stolen from Government (Mk 12:17; Rom 13:7)

Lottery ticket (The money of ignorant folks). No labour!

 The Lord’s Prayer—

“Our Father ... Hallowed be Your Name”

First request.

Question 3

“In what way have we wearied Him?” (Mal 2:17)

Decrying God’s standards

The entire 2nd chapter explains this dishonouring

acts against God.

 Corrupting the covenant of God by disobedience

and bad example (2:5-9).

— Are we living a life of obedience to God?

(Psa 40:6-8) ... More important than sacrifice

— We are called the children of obedience!

Others are of disobedience!

(1 Pet 1:14 / Col 3:6)

— Obedience out of love is no burden.

(1 Jn 5:3)

— Father’s commandments are only for the childrens’ good

(Dt 10:13)

— Unbelief and disobedience of Moses “dishallowed”

God’s Name!

(Dt 32:51)

— Do not be choosy in obeying His commandments.

(Mal 2:9) — “partiality”

 Improper interpersonal relationships (v10)

1 Jn 3:9-11,14 ...The basic mark of being born of God.

Eph 4:1-6 ... The crown of 7-point doctrinal faith is—

“One God and Father!”

“Above” all !

 Common Ancestry!
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 Unbelievers’ fellowship (2:11)

2 Cor 6:14-18 ... Be separate ...

I will be a Father to you ...

 Unfaithfulness in marriage (2:13-16)

1 Pet 1:14-17 ... children of obedience ... no lust ...

walk in fear ... before the Father

1 Jn 2:15,16 ... Lust of flesh  x  love of Father

Question 4

“In what way have we robbed You?” (Mal 3:8)

Defaulting in stewardship

 Tithes and offerings (vv8-10)

— Spontaneous tithing even before the Law was given

(Gen 14:18-20)

— Tithing under the Law: Pharisees (Mt 23:23)

— Under the NT, no rule but cheerful and spontaneous

giving!

2 Cor 8:1-4 ... liberality ... beyond ability ...

9:6,7 ... bountifully ... cheerful ...

Children’s offerings honour the Father (Prov 3:9)

Practical:

Tithing “of all” (Gen 14:20)

Tithing on the gross income, not the net.

Tithing on the interest earned in the bank.

Tithing on the property & jewels inherited.

Tithing by servants of God (Heb 7:9)

Question 5

“What have we spoken against You?” (Mal 3:13)

Disgusting words against the Father

Read 3:14,15

 Don’t expect God to curse or hate every unbeliever (Mt 5:45)

By creation, all men belong to God.

The sinners have gone away from Him. (backslidden!)

He wants them to return to Him.

“God so loved the world” — Do not have a negative attitude

 (Jn 3:16; 1 Tim 2:3,4) towards the world.

eg) The elder ‘Prodigal’ in the Father’s home!

 Share the feelings of the Father’s heart.

 Conclusion

Let’s confess these dishonouring acts

against God the Father —

Isa 64:8,9

“You are our Father;

we are the clay, and You our Potter ...

Do not be furious, O Lord,

we all are Your people!”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Portraits of a Backslider

The Book of Lamentations is the heartcry of Prophet Jeremiah

over the backslidden condition of the Israelites.

In the Hebrew Bible, the 22 verses of each of the chapters —

1,2,4 & 5 — use the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet to start

the verse. The 3rd chapter has 66 verses and every third verse

starts a new letter of the Hebrew alphabet. This is called an

acrostic.

I see in this Book atleast 26 portraits of a backslider, as many

as the number of English alphabets —

a) A deserted city (Lam 1:1)

b) A widowed nation (1:1)

c) An enslaved queen (1:1)

d) A comfortless lover (1:2)

e) A betrayed friend (1:2)

f ) An exiled nation (1:3)

g) A captivated child (1:5)

h) A pastureless deer (1:6)

i) A filthy skirt (1:9)

j) A defiled sanctuary (1:10)

k) A breadless people (1:11)

l) A trampled virgin (1:15)

m) A dishonoured daughter (2:2)

n) A burnt tent (2:4)

o) A wasted garden (2:6)

p) A rejected altar (2:7)

q) An abandoned sanctuary (2:7)

r) A sieged palace (2:7)

s) A collapsed gate (2:9)

t) An exiled king (2:9)

u) A visionless prophet (2:9)

v) A fainting child (2:11,12)

w) Dimmed gold (4:1)

x) A heartless ostritch (4:3)

y) A joyless heart (5:15)

z) A crownless head (5:16)

How terrible backsliding is!

But if we confess our sins and repent of backsliding (3:40-42),

God has promised total healing —

3:22-24 ... Lord’s mercies ... His compassions ...

new every morning ... His great faithfulness ...

(Study the Outline 186 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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God Knows!

Introduction

 Three outstanding characters of God —

He is Omnipresent = He is everywhere.

He is Omnipotent = He can do everything.

He is Omniscient = He knows everything.

Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) —

Three persons living in each of us —

The one we think we are! — PRIDE

The one others think we are! — HYPOCRISY

The one God knows we are! — TRUTH

A truth all churches to know —

Rev 2:23 ...“I am He who searches the minds and hearts.”

The first saying to each of the 7 Churches —

Rev 2:2,9,13,19 “I know your works”

  3:1,8,15

God alone knows everything about the heart —

Jer 17:9,10 ... Who can know it? I the Lord ...

His searchlight is His Word —

Heb 4:12,13 ... discerner of thoughts and intents

Expect God to expose to you your life

whenever you read His Word.

Knowing God as a Physician — Salvation

Knowing God as a Surgeon — Sanctification

Physician’s syrup.

Surgeon’s scalpel.

It is impossible to hide anything from God —

Job 34:21,22 ... His eyes ... no darkness

Prov 15:11 ... Hell ... Destruction ... hearts

Jer 23:24 ... Can anyone hide ... heaven ... earth

Am 9:2,3 ... Hell ... heaven ... search

Ob 4 ... nest among stars ... I’ll bring you down

Rev 5:6 ... seven eyes ... all the earth

David understood it  —

Psa 139:1-12 (Count “7” in vv1-4)

Secrets will come out —

Rom 2:16 ... judge ... secrets of men

Num 32:23 ... your sin will find you out ...

(32/23 ... Mirror reflection)

This is what will happen on the judgment day.

The tragedy:

We live as if God knows not! —

Isa  29:15 ... Who sees ... knows us?

Job 22:12-14 ... What does God know?

Let’s study five examples of those who foolishly thought,

“God knows not!” —

1. CAIN
Gen 4:3-10

The subject is “interpersonal relationships.”

The first eldest son and the first eldest brother

becomes a murderer.

The steps —

a) Out of line with God (vv3,5a,7)

Prov 16:7 ... when a man’s ways please God ...

b) Envy (ego) (v5)

We cannot tolerate others being preferred.

The basic reason for crucifying Jesus — Mk 15:10
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c) Anger (v5)

Even God’s anger is “but for a moment”

Psa 30:5 ... His favour for life ...

103:8,9 ... His anger not forever

We are not permitted to hold anger beyond sunset —

Eph 4:26 ... angry ... sin not ...

d) Scheming + cheating (v8a)

Words with bad intention —

“Let’s go to the field”

e) Murder (v8b) (1 Jn 3:15)

f) Lie (v9) ... We invariably say,

“I don’t know ...”

“I am not responsible ...”

g) No genuine repentance but only fear of punishment (v13)

The Bible calls Cain as one “who was of the wicked one”

(1 Jn 3:11,12)

(I can’t understand why people are interested to know

who his wife was!)

A warning — Js 3:14-16 ... envy ... lie ... demonic

God’s serious view — Zech 8:17 ... I hate

Psa 50:20,21 ... I will reprove

Lesson: “If you do well, you’ll be accepted.

 If you do not ... sin lies at the door” (Gen 4:7)

2. ACHAN

Josh 7:1,6,11

The subject: “Covetousness” (vv20,21)

Covetousness is a serious sin and a secret sin —

Psa 73:11,12 ... “How does God know?”

God condemns this sin as other awful sins —

Eph 5:3

Col  3:5 Mentioned alongwith adultery/

1 Cor 5:11 fornication. But the world

Heb 13:4,5a considers it as a less serious sin.

Certain lessons from Achan’s story (Josh 7) —

a) God would rather permit defeat than

approving unholiness in His people.

vv9-11

b) God is interested in each person’s

individual sanctification.

vv13,14

“people — tribes — families — households — man by man”

c) Praise or prayer is no substitute for purity.

Achan from “Judah” (= praise) vv16,18

d) Confession should be specific.

vv19-21 “This is what I’ve done”

e) Sin must be thoroughly dealt with.

vv25,26

Achan is the Achor (= trouble) in most of our lives.

 There’s another example of “Covetousness” where the

Omniscience of God was forgotten —

Gehazi — Naaman — Elisha

2 Ki 5:23-26

Gehazi was in the ministry but his heart was on money.

But Paul (Acts 20:33)

Compare Josh 7:21

What is covetousness?

= Dissatisfaction with what we have and longing for

what others have ... 1 Tim 6:6-10
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The famous walltext —

“I’ll never leave you nor forsake you.”

(Heb 13:5) — Understand the context!

But we tell money: “I’ll never leave you nor ...”

3. KING SAUL
1 Sam 15:13-23

Subject: Disobedience

Several lessons from this incident —

a) Our very calling is to obedience (v1)

Eph 2:1,2 ... Children of obedience/disobedience

Rom 5:19 ... Adam/Christ

b) Do not be choosy in obedience (v9)

Selected obedience is not obedience at all;

it is merely convenience!

Saul destroyed only “worthless things.”

Obedience is costlier than prayer and praise (v22)

Stickers: “I love Jesus”

 Does it mean, “I obey Jesus?”

(1 Jn 5:3)

c) Do not cover up your disobedience by religious words

and acts (v13)

d) Do not blame others for your disobedience (vv20,21)

Sometimes we blame the circumstances.

We all have the “Word” (v23) of the Lord (= Bible),

and the “voice” (v22) of the Lord (= the inner voice of the Spirit)

God knows where we have disobeyed. Let’s confess & repent.

4. DAVID

2 Sam 12:7-14

Subject: Sexual Immorality

Lessons —

a) Adultery is done in secret but not hidden from God (v12)

Job 24:15 ... No eye will see me ...

Joseph (Gen 39:9 ... No man inside ... v11)

b) It’s a sin against our fellowmen.

Uriah a faithful brother (2 Sam 11:9-11)

1 Thess 4:3-6 ... defraud brother in this matter

c) Delayed confession is harmful.

Psa 32:3-5 ... when I kept silent ...

We’ll lose the joy and peace (Psa 51:12)

Rev 2:21,22 (God gives time!)

d) God forgives, but consequences are painful (vv13,14)

e) We must make a covenant.

Psa 51:10 ... steadfast spirit

Job 31:1,4 ... (God watches whether we keep

the covenant)

f ) God honours our integrity though we are tempted.

Gen 20:6 ... Abimelech ... I know your heart.

5. ANANIAS & SAPPHIRA
Acts 5:1-11

Subject: Hypocrisy

Mt 23 — “Woe” ... 7 times

 vv13,14,15,23,25,27,29

Lk 12:1-3 ... Jesus warns “first of all” of hypocrisy

Lessons (Acts 5:1-11) —

a) Hypocrisy is a life of partnership with Satan (v3).

How awful it is to become a friend of Satan!

b) Hypocrisy is a lie to God and the Holy Spirit (vv3,4)

c) Hypocrisy is an attempt to test the Spirit of the Lord (v9)

How foolish to think God knows not!



322321

d) Hypocrisy will be severely judged unless repented of.

Both dead and buried without each other’s knowledge.

Let’s never try to give an impression to people other than

what we really are.

This is not easy, but a constant awareness of the fact —

“God knows” — is the only way.

 Conclusion

Two stages of examination —

a) Self-examination (1 Jn 3:19-21)

b) God’s examination (Psa 139:23,24)

Do not go to stage (b) before stage (a).

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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How to overcome evil spirits

Introduction

 Christian life is a battle from beginning to end —

 That’s why Paul testified —

“I’ve fought a good fight ...

 I’ve finished my race!” (2 Tim 4:7)

 The last book of the Bible begins with the oft-repeated

phrase —

“To him who overcomes, ...” (Rev 2:7,11 ...)

 Our fight is not with “flesh and blood” (Eph 6:12) —

i.e. not with human beings but “evil spirits”

 Satan is one,

but his associates are many, who are the evil spirits.

 Two things we must not do —

a) Do not underestimate Satan.

He is the Prince of this World (Jn 14:30)

He is the Prince of the Air (Eph 2:2)

b) Do not overestimate him.

He is the prince,

but God is the King (1 Tim 6:15).

God is greater and stronger (1 Jn 4:4).

 Two things we must not forget —

a) The battle is not ours, but the Lord’s!

2 Chr 20:15b (A repeated statement in the Bible)

b) We must fight as well!

1 Tim 6:12a ... Fight the good fight of faith
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 There are legions of evil spirits —

Five evil spirits we all must fight against:

1. Deceiving spirits

2. Depressing spirits

3. Destroying spirits

4. Divinatory spirits

5. Dynastic spirits

1. Deceiving spirits

 Clear prediction for the last days —

1 Tim 4:1 ... doctrines of demons

 Very deceptive as “angels of light” —

2 Cor 11:13-15 (False Teachers)

 eg) Garden of Eden (Gen 3:1-5) —

 Causing people to

 a) doubt God’s Word ... “Has God said?”

 b) distort God’s Word ... “nor shall you touch it”

 c) deny God’s  Word ... “You will not surely die”

Very attractive —

“serpent” = shining (beautiful)

It was Adam who gave him this name!

 How to test these spirits:

a) Do they confess the Divine Lord?

1 Jn 4:2,3

Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, ...

b) Do they possess the Divine life?

2 Pet 1:4 ... Divine nature by

 escaping the corruption

If the root is holy, the branches will be holy —

Rom 11:16b

c) Do they profess the Divine Law?

2 Tim 4:3,4 ... sound doctrine ... fables

Extra-Biblical revelations.

Anything plus or minus the Bible is dangerous.

“Believe God, but be cautious!”

 How to overcome these spirits:

a) Be soaked with God’s Word —

Jer 15:16 ... “I ate Your Word”

  23:28,29 ... dream ... Word

      (chaff)    (grain)

b) Submit to godly leaders —

1 Jn 4:6 ... Spirit of truth  vs. spirit of error

c) Avoid novel and strange doctrines —

1 Tim 6:3-5 ... ultimately material-mindedness

2. Depressing spirits

The devil causes depression in our minds

when we go thro’ problems and trials —

1 Pet 5:7-9 ... cares ... sufferings ... roaring lion ...

2 Cor 2:7-11 ... seasons of backsliding ...

Takes advantage ...

“swallowing up with sorrow”

 How to overcome these spirits:

a) Meditate on the love of God —

Rom 8:34-39 ... Who can condemn?

Who can separate? ...

“You cannot do anything to make God love you more/less”

b) Claim the blood of Christ —

Rev 12:11 (Accusations)
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c) Keep praising God —

Psa 84:4-7 ... Baca  Beracha

 (weeping) (blessing)

(Baca: A valley of bushes and thorns which could

not be passed without labour and tears.)

eg) Hannah: bitterness & anguish ... no more sad!

(1 Sam 1:10,18b)

d) Increase Bible meditation —

Psa 119:92 ... Unless Your Word .. delight ...

e) Seek fellowship —

Ex 17:11,12 ... Hands of Moses ... Aaron ... Hur ...

A stone to sit upon is not sufficient.

A hand to support is a must.

3. Destroying spirits

Jn 10:10 ... thief ... steal ...kill ... destroy

These are spirits which cause sickness, madness, death,

etc. ... through possession or oppression.

 Two things to remember —

a) All sickness is not directly by evil spirits.

Other causes: Improper food, Insufficient rest & exercise,

Laws of nature (aging, birthpain,

hair loss, falling of teeth, loss of sight, etc.)

eg) Timothy: 1 Tim 5:23 ... stomach weakness ...

Advised to adjust food habits.

b) Death is not yet destroyed.

1 Cor 15:26 ... The last enemy

Isa 25:8 ... NHNE ... He will swallow up death ...

 Weapons to overcome destroying Spirits —

a) Authority of Christ

“In My Name, they’ll cast out demons”

Mk 16:17

eg) A sickly policeman is able to stop a powerful car!

b) Spirit of God

Isa 59:19 ... When the enemy comes ...

Stay full of the Spirit: Do not be vacant! (Lk 11:24-26)

Fullness of the Holy Spirit is insurance against

demon possession.

c) Word of God

Mt 8:16 ... Jesus cast out spirits with Word

The devil trembles before God’s Word.

These three weapons can be effectively wielded thro’

Faith — Prayer — Fasting:

Mt 17:19-21

4. Divinatory spirits

These are spirits which can predict the future,

give guidance, work wonders, show visions,

exhibit magical powers, etc ...

but they are not of God!

One great promise:

Num 23:23 ... No divination against God’s people

But there are some Scriptural warnings:

a) Seek guidance primarily from the Word —

Isa 8:19,20 ... mediums? ... Law ... testimony ...

eg) Marriage, Regular meditation,

Course of Study, Systematic prayer,

Job, Ministry, etc. Elders’ counsel
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b) Do not be excited over anything spectacular —

Egyptian magicians — Ex 7

God tests us! — Dt 13:1-3

c) Avoid interest in hidden things —

Dt 29:29 ... secret things belong to God

d) Have nothing to do with occult/witchcraft/idolatrous

practices —

Acts 19:19 ... magic books burnt in Ephesus

(Price: 50,000 pieces of silver!)

e) Do not be carried away by visions & dreams —

Even if we see an Angel, we may say it was Jesus!

Rev  19:10 Apostle John was

22:8,9 corrected twice!

5. Dynastic spirits

A classic passage to understand these spirits is —

Eph 6:10-12

 “principalities” — chiefs —

Leaders of various groups of evil spirits

 “powers” — authorities — commanders who counsel

the assault

 “rulers of the

darkness of this age” — Satan is the prince —

his captains are referred to here.

(darkness x light)

 “spiritual hosts

of wickedness” — all wicked powers & spirits

What’s the context?

Eph 5:22-6:9 Home/Family

   6:18-24 Church/Mission

Here’s a call to protect “families,” the “Church”

and the “Ministries” from Satanic attack!

 How? — The “whole” armour

(6:11a,13a) ... “whole” repeated!

a) Be strongly founded on the TRUTH — BELT

“Jesus is Christ!”

b) Live a life of true RIGHTEOUSNESS — BREASTPLATE

c) Be busy in GOSPEL proclamation — SHOES

d) Be firm in FAITH in times of trials and pain — SHIELD

e) Rejoice in God’s great SALVATION — HELMET

f) Strike the enemy with the WORD — SWORD

g) Non-stop PRAYER for all saints and sinners.

 Conclusion

This list of the spirits is not exhaustive.

There are many more evil spirits.

But for all these,

we have the Counterforce Spirits —

 God the Father ... a Spirit (Jn 4:24)

 God the Son ... Spirit of Christ (Rom 8:9)

 God the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3,4)

 Angelic spirits (Heb 1:13,14)

We need an eyeopening —

eg) 2 Ki 6:15-17 ... (Syrian army)

Elisha prayed for the opening of eyes of his servant

when they were surrounded by an enemy:

“Those with us”  >  “Those with them”
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59

Arrows of Discouragement

Introduction

 Discouragement — the devil’s most powerful weapon

 The Bible’s repeated message: “Do not be discouraged”

Dt 1:21/Josh 1:9/1 Chr 28:20

Christ was never discouraged (Isa 42:4).

We also must not be discouraged (Heb 12:3).

 “discourage” = to deprive of confidence, hope or spirit;

to dishearten;

to daunt;

to hamper or hinder;

to dissuade or deter.

The devil discourages us by his lies.

He’s the father of all lies.

His lies are mostly half-truths —

i.e. one side of the truth.

It may be true but it’s not the truth.

eg) Gen 3:5,22a

Seven lies: “Arrows of Discouragement” —

1. Holy Life is too difficult to live.

 Yes, thro’ many tribulations ... Acts 14:21,22

The other side: “Commended to the Lord ...

 in whom they have believed” (v23)

2 Tim 1:12 ... WHOM I’ve believed ... He is able ...

 Yes, I’m a wretched man ... body of death (Rom 7:22-24)

The other side: (vv25-8:2) ... Christ ... free

 No temptation too much (1 Cor 10:13)

Temptation to lust (v6), sexual immorality (v8),

murmur (v10)

 Human impossibility to overcome certain obstacles

... riches ... camel ... (Mt 19:21-24)

The other side (vv25,26) ... With God all possible

“God of all flesh ... Anything too hard for Me? (Jer 32:27)

 “Sifting like wheat” — Repetition & Severity

But the other side:“I’ve prayed for you” (Lk 22:31,32)

“If any man sins ... Advocate” (1 Jn 2:1)

2. God’s Ways are too mysterious to understand.

 An OT question answered in the NT

Isa 40:13,14 / 1 Cor 2:16 (mind of Christ)

An OT impossibility becomes possible in NT!

Similarly, Job 11:7-9 vs. 1 Cor 2:9,10 (Spirit of God)

Only secret things belong to God (Dt 29:29).

Whatever is necessary is revealed!

 Chastisement too painful —

Psa 73:13-17 ... Sit before God ...

 Where’s God when it hurts?

Job 23:1-3,8,9 ... forward ... backward ...

I do not see Him; but He knows me (v10)

 In matters of guidance (Psa 77:13,19/But He leads, v20)

Abraham went out not knowing where;

but he knew Who was leading him.

Thomas : We do not know where you go.

How shall we know the way?

Jesus : I am the way (Jn 14:5,6)
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3. Family life is too problematic to enjoy.

 One of the endtime signs —

Mal 4:5,6 ... fathers ... children ...

2 Tim 3:1,2 ... disobedient to parents ...

That’s why Paul & Peter — the two senior Apostles —

wrote so much on husband-wife

and parents-children relationships.

 Problems are plenty but count the blessings —

 The help of the spouse at the hour of crisis

(Eccl 4:9-12) — 4 blessings

We never realise this until we are widowed.

The testimony of widows and widowers —

“I wish he/she were alive so I could apologize.”

List down the good things about your spouse.

Count your blessings

Name them one by one

And it will surprise you

What your spouse has done!

Keep rejoicing over the holy influence you exert

on your spouse (1 Cor 7:14) — Patience

eg) Job’s influence on his wife (Job 2:9,10)

Finally (42:13-16) — his daughters:

Miss World! Miss Universe! Miss India!

 Claim the blessings of Children

Psa 127:3-5 — Pray for them regularly.

Susanna Wesley (18 Children) —

Prayed for them daily one by one.

Be optimistic —

Rose among thorns 
Thorns around Rose 

Warning:

You will be disappointed if you look for all your

happiness from the family.

Rejoice “in the Lord” (Phil 3:1; 4:4)

4. The workspots are too corrupt to remain sincere.
Partiality/Favouritism/Regionalism

 1 Pet 2:11-20

False accusers (v12)

Foolish leaders (v15)

Harsh bosses (v18)

“Glorify God” in this situation.

 Corrupt men may amass wealth but the portion

of the righteous people is “abundant peace”

(Psa 37:7,8,10,11,37)

Enjoy peace: Cheating is sin;

   but getting cheated is not!

 Joseph in Egypt — Temptation for adultery

But the Word of God sustained him (Psa 105:16-22)

— false accusation

 Daniel in Babylon — Idolatry

He maintained his devotional habits (Dan 6:10)

5. The Church is too hypocritical to be attractive.

 It’s an open secret that the Church that is,

is not the Church that was!

Fights ... Frictions ... Court cases ...

Election malpractices ... Swindling of money ...

Dead formalism ... Suffocation ...

Messageless Preachers ...

The very thought of such a Church is nauseating

... but Jesus loves it ...

eg) Laodicean Church (Rev 3:16,19,20)
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 The Holy Spirit convicts the Church and corrects it

but never condemns it — Num 23:21-23

— Even though in Chapter 20 God got angry with

Moses for striking the mountain.

— In chapter 21 He sent fiery serpents for murmuring.

The Church a sleeping beauty ...

It’ll soon rise up like a lioness ... (v24)

The future glory of the Church (Isa 60)

 (Compare v1 with Eph 5:14)

 The Church is not spotless or wrinklefree now!

But Christ WILL do it! — Eph 5:25-27

Reformation & Restoration not complete yet.

Rejoice! The Church is going to be married

to the Lamb of God! —

She will be made READY! — Rev 19:7,8

6. The Preachers are too commercial to follow.

 Most profitable businesses:

Once movies ... Then politics ... Now religion

Once, money for ministry;

but now, ministry for money!

In Jesus’ time,

only 1 out of 12 was a thief;

But now,

only 1 out of 12 is truthful!

 But do not lose heart ...

There are still ministers without love of money

Acts 20:33-35 ... Paul: I coveted no one’s silver ...

Follow good examples (Phil 3:17-19)

— Preachers with simple lifestyle
— Pastors with a shepherd’s heart
— Missionaries with a sacrificial spirit

(Thousands of such workers all over the world)

God still has reserved 7000 who have not bowed

to American Dollars or kissed German Euros.
Rom 11:3-5 ... a remnant ...

7. World Evangelisation is too big to be accomplished.

 After over 2000 years, there are still 50% of Indians
not evangelized.

Of the 219 languages in India with atleast
10000 speakers, the complete Bible is available in
74 languages only and the NT in 75 —

But the city of Mumbai alone produces 400 films/year.
i.e. more than one per day!

So the devil discourages us from getting involved
in active evangelism.

But the encouraging fact:
Christianity is the fastest growing religion
in the world! — 6.9% growth rate

Muslim— 2.7%; Hindus— 2.2%; Buddhists — 1.7%

In 1960 there were only 4 believers
for 100 persons in the world.

In 1970 there were only 5 believers
for 100 persons in the world.

In 1980 there were only 6 believers
for 100 persons in the world.

In 1990 there were only 9 believers
for 100 persons in the world.

In 2000 there were only 12 believers

for 100 persons in the world.



336335

But today 1 out of every 7 persons is a Christian!

We are sometimes intimidated and discouraged

by opposition; but —

1 Cor 16:9 ... open doors ... many enemies ...;

The day of  opposition is the day of opportunity!

Battling is there;

but the building work will go on! — Mt 16:18

 The Gospel will be preached to all nations (Mt 24:14)

 The Earth shall be filled with the

knowledge of the Lord (Hab 2:14)

 Conclusion

No weapon that’s formed against us will prosper.

The devil’s most powerful weapon: DISCOURAGEMENT

Our most important weapon: FAITH

“Above all” ... the shield of faith (Eph 6:16)

It will “quench” the fiery arrows of discouragement.

Believe that —

1. Holy life is possible with God’s help.

2. God reveals to us whatever is necessary.

3. Family life is God’s idea for our good.

4. We are the salt in a corrupt society.

5. The Church is the Bride of Christ.

6. Sincere preachers are still there.

7. The earth shall be filled with the knowledge

of the Lord as the waters cover the sea!

60

The Discipline of Solitude

 Introduction

 Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) —

Great eagles fly alone.

Great lions hunt alone.

Great men walk alone.

 In today’s world of hectic activities and bustle of the days,

spending time in solitude alone with God has become

a lost art.

 But from time immemorial, God has been desiring

solitude for His people —

Num 23:9,10 ... a people dwelling alone

Mic 7:14 ... Your flock ... dwell solitarily

This has been God’s “everlasting” principle

in strengthening His people —

Isa 40:28 to 41:1 ... everlasting God... wait on Him

... silence ... renew ... strength ...

A challenge: “Have you not heard this (vv21,28)

 from the beginning?”

 Down thro’ the ages God has prepared His men

in the solitude —

eg) Moses ... 40 yrs + 40 yrs + 40 yrs

John the Baptist (Lk 1:80)

Jesus Christ (Lk 4:1,2)

Apostle Paul —

3 days — immediately after conversion (Acts 9:9,11)

3 years — Before ministry (Gal 1:15-18)

Confinement in prison — Time for writing Epistles
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Practical benefits of Solitude —

1. To develop intimacy with God

— Lovers love to be alone with each other.

They hate to see others around.

A beautiful Picture: SS 7:11,12

(Shulamite to the Beloved)

— Intimacy of parents-children relationship

2 Cor 6:16-18 ... dwell ... walk ...

He is the “Almighty” God, but what He longs for

is Father-Children relationship.

This is what Jesus always longed for —

Mt 14:12,13 ... to a deserted place

Mk 1:35 ... solitary place ... prayed

Lk 5:15,16 ... often withdrew into wilderness

 It is this intimacy that made Jesus testify,

“I’m not alone” (Jn 8:16,29; 16:32)

Do not be satisfied with the general “fellowship”

we have with God because of Rebirth.

Take efforts to develop an “intimacy” or “friendship” with God.

Do not stop with being a “servant” of God;

move close to Him for becoming a “friend” —

Jn 15:15

eg) Abraham: Js 2:23/Gen 18:17

The very first purpose why Jesus chose

His disciples (Mk 3:14) ... to be with Him

2. To meditate the Word of God

Withdrawing ourselves from the noisy world

is indispensable to pour ourselves on the meditation

of God’s Word.

Dt 33:3 ... love ... at Your feet ... Your words ...

(Does this not remind us of Mary at Jesus’ feet?)

This was the experience of the Psalmist (Psa 1:1,2)

and Prophet Jeremiah (Jer 15:16,17)

Beware of people stealing your time!

Don’t attend all functions (Avoid too many visits & visitors)

— Do you have a regular Quiet Time?

Make sure nobody calls you at that time.

Switch off your cellphones.

Even when it was a bride-hunting time for Isaac,

he did not neglect his meditational hour —

Gen 24:63 ... meditate ... in the fields

Today’s young men hunt for brides and lose their Bibles!

Be assured: “The Lord will perfect everything for you”

(Psa 138:2,8)

— Even religious excitement should not steal our Quiet Time

meditation:

eg) Mary (Lk 2:18,19)

Shepherds and people around were excited,

“BUT Mary ...”

It is during our Quiet Time alone with God,

He usually gives us revelations —

 Moses (Ex 34:1-3) ... “Come alone ... let no man”

 David (Psa 16:7,8) ... night watches ... counsel ...

 Samuel to Saul (1 Sam 15:16)

 Jesus (Lk 21:37) ... Nighttime Praying ...

Daytime Preaching ...

This was the training Jesus gave His disciples —

Mt 10:27 ... whatever I tell you in the dark ...
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This is the meaning of what David testified —

“In Your light we see light!” (Psa 36:9b)

Unless the meditation is unhurried and done in solitude,

we cannot be effective in self-examination —

Lam 3:28,40 ... sit alone ... keep silent ...

The “personalness” is stressed in —

Psa 26:2 ... Examine “me”

139:23,24 ... Search “me” ...

Book-reading habits vanish because the discipline of

solitude is lost —

Paul in confinement (2 Tim 4:13)

Apply for leave and finish up reading classics.

3. To give ourselves to intercession

One of the mighty intercessors of the Old Testament

was Jeremiah —

Jer 9:1,2 ... water ... tears ... leave my people

Abraham’s intercession for Sodom was when he was

alone before God —

Gen 18:22,33

Jesus was known for praying in solitude —

Mt 14:22,23 ... a mountain ... alone ...

This was immediately after the miracle of feeding 5000.

Lesson: The more God uses us

the more we must withdraw into solitude.

Otherwise great victories will lead to great fall.

Jesus’ love for solitude could have been the reason

why He was thought to be John or Elijah or Jeremiah —

Mt 16:14 ... All these three were known

 for intercession and solitude!

Prayer in solitude is becoming extinct.

Many of those who rush for all-night prayers or

full-day prayers cannot spend one hour alone with God!

Jesus’ very first lesson on prayer —

Mt 6:6 ... room ... shut ... secret

About collective prayer, He spoke in the 18th chapter only—

Mt 18:19,20

That’s why Paul often spoke about “my” prayers —

Rom 1:9; 10:1

Eph 1:16; 3:14

Phil 1:3,4

2 Tim 1:3

Today’s overemphasis in large gatherings of prayer has

undercut the seriousness and significance of private praying.

Because people don’t spend enough time in private prayers,

they violate Biblical principles laid down for

Church worship —

eg) Speaking in tongues (1 Cor 14:17,18)

Jesus attached great importance to “small group”

praying also —

Lk  9:28,29 ... Mount of Transfiguration

22:39,40 ... Mount of Olives

Even from this small group,  He withdrew for prayer

in solitude (v41)

Other examples of small group prayers —

Lk 9:10 ... Jesus & 12 apostles

Acts 13:2,3 ... Paul, Barnabas & Co. — 5 men

   16:13 ... Riverside/Paul, Luke & Timothy
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Missions were born in small group prayers —

eg) FMPB ... Seashore prayer (Tuticorin)

BYM ... Bush prayer (Karaikudi)

Nowadays, everything has become a programme.

If we need another Revival,

such praying in small groups must be restored.

eg) Mothers Prayer groups

Here again,

group prayers will be effective only if private praying

of individuals is not neglected.

eg) Our daily evening prayer gathering in college days (1963- )

was followed by an hour of individual prayertime.

 Fasting is an integral part of intercession.

To be as secretive as possible —

Mt 6:16-18

Fasting must not be from food (“fork”) only,

it must be from “folk” also!

 A revival of weeping is the need of the hour! (Outline 87)

Lam 3:48-51 ... Weep until the Lord looks down ...

Weeping must start with individuals in solitude —

Ezr 10:1 ... confessing ... weeping ... bowing

Neh 1:4 ... wept ... mourned ... praying ...

The devil is known for introducing substitutes —

eg) Instead of a revival of weeping,

he is promoting a revival of laughing.

Instead of godly sorrow, he loads people with

worldly (earthly) sorrow — (2 Cor 7:10)

Paul was a preacher of “tears” —

Acts 20:19 ... humility ... tears ...

His son in faith, Timothy, was also known for tears —

2 Tim 1:4 ... remembering your tears ...

 Conclusion

 The trend today is

— From “solitude” to “multitude”

— From “silence” to “shouting/screaming”

Without the discipline of “silence” and “solitude,”

our “shouting” will be empty noise —

First, “Be still” (Psa 46:10)

Only after that, “Shout” (Psa 47:1)

Everything is becoming noisy these days,

especially religious programmes —

Jarring music and fast beats which suppress

the words of the songs is definitely not Biblical —

Eph 5:19,20 ... “speaking to one another

in hymns, ...” (Compare Isa 6:3)

How is this possible with loud music?

“making melody in heart”

Similarly, Col 3:16, “singing with grace in heart”

Loud music after meetings does not allow people

to talk and fellowship with one another.

This is paganism.
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61

Whatever happened to Simplicity?

Introduction

Hardly do we hear sermons on “simplicity”

though so much on “success” —

But the very first Beatitude of Christ is on simplicity —

“Blessed are the poor in spirit ...” (Mt 5:2,3)

In other words,

Blessed are the simple;

theirs is the ultimate success!

In fact the next two Beatitudes are also on “simplicity”—

“Blessed are those who mourn ... are meek” (vv4,5)

 Everything about and of our God is simple —

a) His Messiah is simple.

Isa 11:1 ... A branch out of root

42:2,3 ... no crying ... bruised reed ...

53:2 ... tender plant ... no show ...

Mt 21:4 ... King ... lowly ... donkey ...

11:29 ... meek & lowly (= simple)

Though He was great! (v27)

b) His Message is simple.

1 Cor 1:18-25 ... message of the Cross ...

foolishness ... weakness ...

The simplicity of the Gospel is the “offence” to people —

“Too simple to believe!” (vv22,23)

  eg) Billy Graham preached the same message in

Cambridge University or a tribal village in Africa !

A fresh theological graduate was preaching the Gospel.

An elderly man from the congregation shouted,

“Keep-It-Simple-Stupid!”

This is why we read,

“The common people heard Jesus gladly”

(Mk 12:37b)

The response to the Gospel all over the world is good

from simple people —

1 Cor 1:19,26-28 ... not many noble ... but weak ... base

c) His Methods are simple.

eg) Elisha & Naaman

2 Ki 5:9,10,13 ... (not) something great ...

God’s prescriptions for our spiritual growth and welfare are

generally simple —

eg) David & the Ark of the Covenant

2 Sam 6:1-7 ... On a new cart

But God’s method: Ex 25:14 ... shoulders ...

Philistine method: 1 Sam 6:7

Back to God’s method: 2 Sam 6:13

 God’s ways are always simple —

Isa 35:8 ... Even a fool will not stumble!

But as we see Christendom today,

everything about it appears so complicated —

Psa 74:3 ... Enemy ... damaged ... everything

in the sanctuary

 Here is a picture of how the Church has lost its simplicity—

 The Lord’s Supper changed from a common meal

to a ceremony.

 Worship changed from participation to observation.

 Witnessing changed from relationship (friendship)

to salesmanship.
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 Ministry changed from personal to almost exclusively

social (to impress the public).

 Leadership changed from gifted and called servants

 to professionals.

 Growth changed from multiplication to addition.

 Missions changed from being missionaries

to supporting missionaries.

 Discipleship changed from on-the-job

to classroom teaching.

 Fellowship changed from intimate community living

to impersonal in large meetings.

 Gifts changed from edification

to entertainment (or extinction!)

 Empowerment changed from God’s power to man’s ability.

 Buildings changed from functional

to sacred meeting places.

 Membership changed from producer to consumer.

 Bible study changed from doers of the Word

to hearers of the Word.

 Evangelism changed from “go-structures”

to “come-structures.”

Most of these happened to the Church in the 4th century

at the hand of King Constantine. This is not how Christ

founded the Church in the 1st Century!

(Taken from “Second Reformation” by William Beckham)

 Let’s learn some practical lessons as to how we can
bring back the Christlike simplicity:

1. Be simple in Bible meditation.

Psa 119:130 ... The simple understand better.

1 Pet 2:1-3 ... Simple like a baby

Js 1:19-21 ... Receive the Word with “meekness”

This was Mary’s attitude towards the Word of God —

Lk 1:38 ... maid servant ... Your Word

This is true blessedness (v28)

Study her song (Lk 1:46-59) —

It’s simply profound; profoundly simple!

“lowly state ... proud ... lowly ... hungry”

God’s revelations come primarily to the simple —

Lk 10:21 ... wisemen ... revealed to babes

    2:8,9 ... shepherds ... through an angel

Take the attitude of the Boy Samuel —

1 Sam 3:9,10 ... Speak ... Your servant hears

Do we make this prayer whenever we open the Bible?

2. Be simple in prayer.

Prayer must be as simple as a child asks his father.

Look at Christ’s explicit teaching —

Mt 7:7-11 ... Every son who asks ...

  6:7,8 ... vain repetitions ... Father

One way to maintain the spirit of simplicity & humility

in prayer is to kneel down while praying.

Kneeling is becoming extinct after pews & chairs have come.

Kneeling is neither a Western culture nor an Eastern culture;

it’s a Bible culture —

Solomon — 1 Ki 8:54 / 2 Chr 6:13

Ezra — Ezr 9:5;10:1

Daniel — Dan 6:10

Jesus — Lk 22:41

Stephen — Acts 7:60 ... even while dying

Peter — Acts 9:40

Paul — Acts 20:36; 21:5
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Every knee shall bow ... tongue confess ...

(Phil 2:10) — Don’t spiritualise it.

(If “knee” is spiritualised, “tongue” also should be!)

In worship we are primarily called to “kneel down” —

Psa 95:6

Because there’s too much of “standing” and “lifting of hands”

rather than “bowing” and “kneeling,”

rejoicing with “trembling” is lost! (Psa 2:11)

It’s said that Apostle James had swollen and thick knees —

“An Apostle of Prayer”

Those days, trousers were torn at knees!

More kneeling means less sleepiness!

One reason why the disciples slept off could be that they were

“sitting” (?) — Mk 14:32-42

Back to knees!

3. Be simple in relationships.

 The Bible exhorts us to associate with the humble

and the simple —

Rom 12:16 ... high things ... own opinion ...

Which also means, do not involve

in things which are too much for you —

Psa 131:1,2 ... quieted my soul like a child ...

Jesus was primarily “with the poor” —

Mt 11:5 ... the poor have the Gospel ...

He identified Himself with those who suffered —

Mt 25:35-40 ... “least of My brothers”

This does not mean Jesus did not visit or befriend the rich.

He was not hunting or lusting for contacts with the so-called

“cream” of the society. It was a black man who carried the

Cross (Mk 15:21 — Cyrene is in North Africa)

 Relationships develop with communication.

Be simple in your talk —

i.e. “yes” for “yes,” “no” for “no” (Mt 5:37)

Avoid exaggeration, double meaning, hidden agenda, etc.

About the words of a complicated person, the Bible says ...

Rom 3:13,14 ... throat... tomb ... lips ... poison ...

 When attacked or offended, take the attitude of David —

Psa 22:6 ... a worm ... not a man

The smallest chapter in the Book of Job has a question:

Job 25:5,6 ... man ... maggot ... worm

Meekness is not weakness;

it is the true spiritual strength!

 Shun paraphernalia!

This has plagued Christian ministries.

eg) See how preachers arrive at meetings!

 Like cine-stars and politicians.

Jesus behaved so unassumingly that someone

had to betray Him even in the company of His disciples —

Mt 26:47-50

 The early disciples’ influence in the society was their

“simplicity of heart” —

Acts 2:46

 Avoid all forms of flattery —

Prov 20:19 ... flattery & talebearing

 28:23 ... Open rebuke better

 29:5 ... flattery is a trap!

If someone flatters you and you cannot avoid it,

do not entertain it in your heart.
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Continue to remain “small” before God —

1 Sam 15:17

4. Don’t lust for bigness.

The world is after prestige and status symbols;

the status symbol for Christians is the Cross of Christ —

Gal 6:14 ... glory in the Cross

 Be simple in dress —

Both Paul & Peter have dealt with this issue —

1 Tim 2:9,10 ... pearls ... costly clothing

1 Pet 3:3,4 ... outward adorning ... gold

The apostles were not against decent clothing;

but they discouraged extravagant costumes.

The stress is on “simplicity.”

Do not be decked with ornaments like idols.

What about men then?

A tie around a sweaty neck in hot summer is

out of place!

“Simple living, high thinking!”

“Understand the beauty of simplicity!”

Avoid theatrical appearance & performance

on pulpits & dais.

 Be simple in structures —

There’s a craze among preachers for

huge structures for Church buildings

and Prayer Halls.

A brief history will be helpful here —

The Temple was not God’s perfect will;

it was only His permissive will —

2 Sam 7:1-6

God did not however allow David to build the Temple.

Solomon built it —

Acts 7:47

But the truth is: God does not dwell in buildings! (vv48-50)

No place special or sacred!

(Prayer Towers/Prayer Room for Parliaments)

‘Bloody Queen Mary’ trembled at the prayers of the small

man, John Knox, who was praying in his prayer closet!

Jesus was not impressed with buildings —

Mt 24:1,2 ... Not one stone on the other

The Holy Spirit did not come in the Temple,

but in an “upper room.”

Houses became the meeting places —

Acts 2:46 ... from house to house ...

By AD 400, the Roman Empire, from being 4% Christian,

grew to 80% Christian

— WITH NO CONVERSIONS! — when King Constantine

made Christianity the State religion. It became

fashionable and profitable to become Christians.

When the Church got so big and popular,

it could erect its own buildings —

A man of God calls this “the worst disaster since Noah!”

He adds, “What really killed us was the bricks!”

By 476 the Church got into the Dark Ages.

This Babel spirit is returning to Christendom today

in the name of mega-Churches.

— God’s challenge: Isa 66:1,2 ... Heaven ... earth ...

— So-called prophets & preachers are duping the people:

Jer 7:3-5 ... Temple ... Temple ... Temple ...
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They are preoccupied with buildings rather than labouring

day and night in building God’s people —

Col 1:28,29 ... Paul: ... every man perfect ...

 4:12 ... Epaphras: ... complete in the will of God

With huge structures, it appears that “worship” is restored;

but the truth is that “fellowship” is lost!

— Also, in a country like India where anti-Christian forces

are targetting our buildings, it’s safer and wiser to build

500 halls in each of which 100 believers can gather for

“worship & fellowship” rather than sink crores of rupees

in a single building to accommodate 50,000 people!

Beware of the “God-told-me” heresy!

That’s some other god, not the God of the Bible!

 The early Church did not have “great” buildings;

but they had “great” power,

“great” grace,

“great” wonders,

“great” persecution,

“great” fear from people,

 etc.

But we have “great” buildings with none of these things!

Back to New Testament simplicity!

(Study the Outline 116 also.)

62

A Call to Sacrifice!

Introduction

“Sacrifice” is one of the most unpopular subjects today

 because we do not sufficiently emphasise “the basic”

 condition of discipleship —

Lk 9:23 ... deny himself ... take up his cross ...

But we have no problem with v22 —

i.e. sufferings of Jesus

Whatever Jesus went through on this earth has an objective

lesson for us —

Eph 5:1,2 ... sacrifice to God ... sweet-smelling ...

This is repeatedly taught in the OT —

“Aroma”

Gen 8:20,21 ... Noah

Ex 29:18 ... sweet aroma ... offering by fire ...

Lev 1:9 ... offering ... fire ... sweet aroma

Num 15:3 ... sacrifice ... sweet aroma

In course of time,

God’s people neglected the purity of their personal lives,

but simply went on with the offerings and sacrifices.

God condemned it —

1 Sam 15:22 ... Saul ... Samuel

Psa 51:16,17 ... David ... Nathan

Hos 6:6 ... Hosea’s call to Restoration

Rom 12:1 ... bodies ... living sacrifice

We Christians have misunderstood these passages.

On the face of these verses, we have neglected

personal sacrifices we must make in our lives.
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 What does “sacrifice” mean?

Dictionary meaning:

The forfeiture of something highly valued

for the sake of someone or something

considered to have a greater value or claim!

David had understood this quite rightly —

eg) 2 Sam 24:24,25 ... “I will not offer to God

what costs me nothing”

What have we sacrificed recently that has “affected” us?

 Let’s us look at some practical sacrifices we can make —

1. Sacrificing of ourselves

Moses — Ex 32:30-32

Esther — Esth 4:15,16

Paul — Rom 9:1-3

Aquila & Priscilla — Rom 16:3,4

opposite: “belly” (v18)

C.T. Studd: “If Christ had died for me,

no sacrifice I make can be great!”

2 Cor 5:14,15 ... not for us but for Him

— Apostle Paul poured himself as a drink offering

Phil 2:17 ... sacrifice ... service ...

— Every blessing in life should lead us to some

definite sacrifice:

eg) Lk 5:4-11 ... miracle catch of fish ... “forsook all”

We leave our jobs when we have a problem;

but here Peter, James & John ...!

Blessings must be poured out as sacrifices;

otherwise “empty vine” (Hos 10:1)

eg) David ... waters of Bethlehem (1 Chr 11:16-19)

2. Sacrificing of our children

We love our children more than we love ourselves

or anything else.

That’s why the Bible asks,

“If God had not spared His own Son ...?”

Rom 8:32

God’s commandment in the OT —

Ex 22:29 ... the firstborn is Mine

13:2 ... man ... animal ... firstborn Mine

Examples —

 Abraham — Gen 22:15-17

“only” son whom you “love” (v2)

 Manoah (Samson) — Judg 13:3,8,12

 Hannah (Samuel) — 1 Sam 1:11,24,27,28

  2:11,18,19

 Zacharias & Elizabeth let their

son of “joy” and “gladness” (Lk 1:14)

to go as a “prophet” (v76),

and sent him into the wilderness (v80)

But what do we say? — “If the Lord gives me a child,

 I will write a testimony

 in the magazine!”

Liability!

Also Church history —

 Hudson Taylor — His parents prayed:

“If God would give us a son,

 he must go as a missionary to China!”

 Amy Carmichael: “God answered the prayers of my Dad

 and Mom!”

 Most of the 19 children of Susannah Wesley

went for fulltime Christian work —
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eg)  John Wesley & Charles Wesley

We are selfish — 2 Ki 6:24-29 ... my son ... her son ...

 My parents ... Our daughter

Today, a slump in missionary applications

3. Sacrificing of our possessions

So much of preaching & teaching on “giving” & “tithing”

but not on “sacrificing” —

Tithing is only an OT prescription;

it is not taught in the NT at all.

The NT advocates “sacrificial” giving —

 The Alabaster box story in all the 4 Gospels —

Mt 26:7 ... very costly oil ...

Mk 14:3 ... pure oil ...

Lk 7:37,38 ... tears ... fragrant oil ...

Jn 11:2;12:3 ... very costly ... spikenard ...

 Jesus & Zacchaeus Lk 19:8,9

 Jesus & young ruler Mt 19:21/Lk 18:22

Do not say this was purely for an individual;

Jesus said so to the people in general also —

Lk 12:33 ... If “any man” ... let him deny ...

If this does not apply to us,

v31 (= seek first ...) also does not apply to us.

 Macedonian believers

2 Cor 8:3 ... beyond their ability

We often talk about “God’s indescribable gift”

(2 Cor 9:15)

How about our “giving” — Is it liberal?

vv13,14 ... atleast “describable?”

 The recipients of the Epistle of Hebrews (Heb 10:34)

We spend so much time on Hebrews 11;

why not on this passage in Hebrews 10?

 Why do we lay so much of stress on

sacrificing of ourselves & sacrificing of our possessions?

These are the first two signs of perilous “endtimes” —

2 Tim 3:1,2 ... lovers of themselves ... money

Therefore while talking about “sacrifice,”

we must deal with materialism.

 The very first work of the Holy Spirit in this

dispensation is to loosen the grip of His people on money

and materials — Acts 2:44

We have stopped with Acts 2:4!

This was the secret of their “great power” —

Acts 4:33-37 ... Even a “Levite!”

The “fire” of the Spirit must burn the chaff of materialism.

No man is fully converted until his purse is converted!

 Look at Jesus’ forthright teaching on this subject —

Eye ... light ... darkness (Mt 6:19-24)

Context: Not adulterous look but materialistic outlook

This teaching was not liked by people,

especially the religious Pharisees —

Lk 16:13,14 ... lovers of money ...

 Who is a fool? (Lk 12:20)

Look at v21: “So is he ... who is not rich toward God”

How to be rich toward God? —

a) Avoid anxiety about material needs.

(vv22,29,30)
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b) Give priority to God’s Kingdom.

(vv31,32)

c) Give lavishly to the poor.

(vv33,34)

That’s the money bag that cannot be destroyed or stolen.

— This is what Paul wrote to Timothy ...

1 Tim 6:17-19 ... rich ... sharing ...

— That’s why John’s answer to the questions

of all the 3 groups referred to money:

Lk 3:10-14 ... People ... Publicans ... Policemen

It is after this, John spoke about fire (vv15,16).

This was part of his exhortations to people (v18).

Who gives such exhortations before baptism?

We even give proxy baptisms: Parents making

 juiceless confession for innocent children.

 How clever we are in taking texts out of context:

a) “With men this is impossible but with God ...”

Mt 19:25,26

Context: vv23,24 — Assuredly ... Again ... rich man

b) “I can do all things thro’ Christ ...” (Phil 4:13)

Context: vv11-13 ... contentment

c) “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Heb 13:5)

Context: Covetousness/Contentment

 Because over the years, we have not been watchful

and careful enough to stress this doctrine of “sacrifice,”

the enemy has sown the tares of “Prosperity Doctrine” —

Mt 13:24,25 ... while men slept ...

— Jesus did not promise what one will get when he goes

serving Him, rather what one will not get!

Lk 9:57,58 ... foxes ... birds ... stay

In the first instance also, Jesus did not entice His disciples

with offers. That’s why Peter asked this question later —

Mt 19:27-30 — Guaranteed in eternity only!

“ ... regeneration ... thrones”

Our emphasis today is on “confirming the call;”

but Jesus insisted on “counting the cost !”

Lk 14:27-33 ... building ... battling ...

What a distorted version we have today!

(“Old Paths” forsaken!)

 Material-mindedness is opposed to “sacrifice.”

Does it mean one should not become rich?

No, you can, but —

 When riches increase ...

Psa 62:10 ... no heart on it

 Be liberal in sharing ...

Prov 11:24-26 ... water ... grain ...

Compare 2 Cor 9:6,7 ... sowing ... reaping

Beware of the “sin of Sodom!” (Ezek 16:49)

 Resist the temptation to have more ... (Eccl 5:10)

Money is like sea water! The more you drink it,

the thirstier you will become!

(Study the Outline 50 also.)

 Conclusion

 A supplication: Prov 30:7-9

“Neither too much nor too little!”

 A slogan: 2 Cor 12:15

“Spend and be spent!”
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I am committed to —

1) The Glory of the Father

Phil 2:9-11

2) The Lordship of Christ

Acts 2:36

3) The Direction of the Holy Spirit

Rom 8:14

4) The Authority of the Bible

2 Tim 3:16,17

5) The Welfare of my Family

1 Tim 5:8

6) The Edification of the Church

Eph 4:15,16

7) The Evangelisation of the World

Mt 28:18-20

These are like “seven pillars” of a house

built with practical “wisdom” —

Prov 9:1

These can also be compared to “foundation” stones.

Never allow cracks in any one of them.

My Sevenfold Commitment

64

“Forget not!”

Introduction

Psa 103:1,2

“Forget not all His benefits”

We say it everyday in prayer but fail to do it!

 Moses told God’s people about six things

they shouldn’t forget, in the Book of Deuteronomy.

They are very relevant to us.

1. Forget not —
what you were before!

 In every instance God reminds His people of their

Egyptian bondage:

Dt 15:12-15 ... Treatment of a slave

16:10-12 ... Celebration of festivals

24:17,18 ... Justice

   :19-22 ... Care for the poor

 This does not mean we must remember our past sins

but our days of bondage before salvation —

eg) Eph 2:11-13 ... once ... but now ...

1 Tim 1:13,14 ... formerly ... but ...

The quality of our present life depends

on the remembrance of our past —

2 Pet 1:8,9 ... fruitful ...

Lk 7:44-47 ... Degree of love for God depends on the

degree of realisation of our sinfulness.

Praise God who remembered us in “our lowly estate” —

Psa 136:23 (eg. David, 2 Sam 7:18)
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2. Forget not —

what God has promised!

Dt 4:23 (Covenant = Promise)

 The disciples remembered the promises of Jesus

only when they were fulfilled —

eg) Triumphal entry ... Jn 12:14-16

Resurrection ... Lk 24:6-8

Spirit outpouring ... Acts 11:15,16

But we fail to remember even after fulfilment.

 Recollect God’s promises of the past years —

a) Corporate  b) Personal

3. Forget not —

what God has taught!
Dt 4:8-10 ... what great nation ... statutes ...?

 Psalm 119 is all about God’s WORD —

The Psalmist repeatedly says, “Forget not!”

vv16,61,83,93,109,141,153,176

God is particular that we constantly remember

what we are taught —

Num 15:37-40 ... tassels in garments

(Similar to the knot in the finger)

— Frequent remembrance helps meditation

— If we do our homework, the Holy Spirit will “remind”

(Jn 14:26)

 God is serious about our forgetting His teaching —

Hos 4:6b ... I’ll forget your children

Do we forget our children?

Then, we cannot forget God’s teaching!

4. Forget not —
God’s victories and wonders!

Dt 7:17-19 ... Pharaoh ... signs ... wonders ...

25:17,18 ... Amalek ... attacked ...

 God is sad when His people forget the past miracles —

Psa 78:41-43 ... Israel limiting God

Mt 16:8-10 ... 5 loaves ... 7 loaves

 Each struggle or suffering will be greater in magnitude

and intensity than the previous one. We cannot afford to

forget the lessons learnt in the former —

Psa 77:7-11 ... Psalmist’s experience

Heb 10:32-35 ... Admonition to the Hebrews

(Past struggles)

 Remembrance of the past victory reinforces our faith

for the present battle —

eg) David (1 Sam 17:34-37) ... lion ... bear

 We should remember not only “our” victories

but also those of others —

eg) Heb 11  12:1

Jesus is the same yesterday ... today ... forever! (13:8)

5. Forget not —
how you provoked the Lord!

Dt 9:7,24 From the beginning (of our conversion)

Places of provocation —

Horeb (v8)

Taberah, Massah and Hattaavah (v22)

 Trials and chastisement are meant to train,

teach and promote us —

Dt 8:2-5 — Do not forget (Heb 12:5)

Why Chastisement?



364363

eg) Miriam’s experience

Dt 24:9/Num 12

The Lord allows failures & famine,

defeats & disappointments,

sickness & sorrow, etc.,

to get our attention.

Let’s not forget it!  (Eccl 11:8)

eg) King Hezekiah

 Isa 38:15-17 ... walk carefully ... bitterness of soul ...

— I’ve learnt more from my failures than from victories.

6. Forget not —
the Blesser because of the blessings!

Dt 6:10-12 ... houses ... wells ... vineyards ... the Lord

 We unconsciously begin to worship our own strength

and skill —

Dt 8:11,12,17,18 ... my power ... wealth ...

32:15,18 ... Jeshurun ... fat ... forsook ...

When we repeatedly fail to have our quiet time with God,

it’s an indication that we have forgotten the Lord —

Jer 2:32 ... virgin ... ornaments ...

God is surprised at the loss of our early devotional quest—

Jer 18:13-15a ... snow-water ... strange waters

 Even religious activities/ceremonies can sometimes

make us forget God —

1 Cor 11:24,25 ... in remembrance of “Me”

(Don’t give an utilitarian approach to the Lord’s Supper.)

Let’s strengthen our foundation of having God

as the centre of our life and ministry.

Work also is only next to Worship.

 Conclusion

God has provided for us two means for reminding us —

a) Our Seniors

Dt 32:7 ... father ... elders

b) His Spirit

Jn 14:26 ... bring to your remembrance

 “What shall I render to God for all His benefits?”

Psa 116:12-14

a) Take the “cup” of Salvation

— Deepen the fellowship with the Lord.

b) “Call” on the Lord

— Increase worship of the Lord.

c) “Pay” my vows

— Fulfil your partnership with the Lord.

“Now in the presence of His people!”
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