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About Andrew 
Andrew Pudewa is the founder and director of the Institute of Excellence in 
Writing and father of seven. He is a beloved voice in the homeschool 
community who speaks on issues related to teaching, writing, thinking, 
spelling, and music with clarity, insight, practical experience, and humor. 
Through his work he has helped to transform reluctant writers into confident 
ones and has provided educators with valuable tools to improve their 
students' skills. He and his wife Robin have homeschooled their seven 
children and are now proud grandparents of fourteen. They make their 
home in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Key Ideas 
• Grammar is essential to being able to understand and communicate complex ideas. 

• Andrew discusses the three divisions of the study of grammar: inherent grammar, applied grammar, 
and analytical grammar. 

• The most fundamental and important way to teach grammar is simple. Read good books with your 
kids that are above their reading level, and then talk about new words they may not know, explain 
idioms and figures of speech, or discuss illusions that may be present in the text.   

• Being able to use words to convey what you mean, as is done in written composition, is applied 
grammar. Analytical grammar is the skill and ability to recognize the different parts of speech and 
how they can be used in a sentence.  

• Studying a foreign language, particularly Latin, is an important and useful tool for better 
understanding grammar.  
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Quotables 
“It's grammar that allows for logic and rhetoric to happen. And so if we degrade the value of 

grammar, we then also will see a corresponding decline in the quality of logic and of rhetoric in the 
sense of seeking truth.” 

Andrew Pudewa 
“Rhetoric is not just the art of persuasion, but the art of truth seeking. And how can we seek truth if 

we don't have a common understanding of what makes language accurate?” 

Andrew Pudewa 
“If you have no other time to do anything else, except read out loud to your kids, that's going to 
accomplish more than half of what you want to try and accomplish in teaching language skills.”  

Andrew Pudewa 
“Inherent Grammar is by far the most important thing, because that creates the database of 

vocabulary and syntax and understanding of the relationships between words and how they work 
together to create meaning.” 

Andrew Pudewa

Time Stamps 
3:06 meet Andrew Pudewa 
4:00 growth in the homeschool community 
11:00 the importance of grammar 
18:24 how grammar help us understand “the thing” itself 
26:35 three divisions of the study of grammar 
47:48 why studying Latin will help with teaching grammar 
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