
Living in the Spirit
The Holy Spirit Speaks

We ate learning  about the Holy Spirit: Who He is, how He operates, and how to live our lives in the 
freedom He provides. We are learning how to discern the will of God for our lives, and how the Spirit of 
God desires to use us to bring others into His family. The Holy Spirit empowers us to achieve our greatest 
aspirations, His presence our greatest consolation. As our Teacher and Guide , He equips us with 
everything we need in order to hear the voice of God and carry out His will. Let’s enjoy the blessings of 
God as we “Live in the Spirit!” Our foundation scripture for this study is found in

Romans 7:6 (NLT) …Now we can serve God, not in the old way of obeying the letter of the law, but in the 
new way of living in the Spirit.
Galatians 5:25 (TPT) We must live in the Holy Spirit and follow after him

John 14:16-17, 26 (KJV) And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever;17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth 
him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you….26 But 
the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

• Three Identities of the Holy Spirit
• The Spirit of Truth
• The Comforter
• The Teacher

We have learned about these three identities of the Holy Spirit and what He does for us. Let’s look at how 
the Holy Spirit speaks to us and how we communicate with Him. We first understand that the Holy Spirit 
is in  us. We discovered last time that if we are to hear the voice of the spirit we must have the proper 
mind set. 
Romans 8:6 (NASB) 6or the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace,

• We can describe the two mindsets as The meathead and the heaven-head
• Thomas was a meathead and Jesus is a heaven-head
• Heaven-heads first hear and then see
• Meat-heads must first see before they hear
• Jesus said to Thomas

John 20:29 (KJV)Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

• Heaven-heads hear the voice of the Spirit of God and believe before they see!
• How can I avoid being a meathead?
• I don’t want to be a meathead!
• How does the Holy Spirit speak?

1 Timothy 4:1 (KJV) Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

• The Holy Spirit is always speaking. He will show us things to come
• How does the Holy Spirit speak?
• It is important to understand the way that God communicated with His people under the Old 

Covenant and how He communicates with us today under the New Covenant instituted by the 
sacrifice of Jesus

• Under the Old covenant, the Spirit of God did not live in anyone, but would be with people from 
time to time and come upon them

Judges 6:34  (KJV)But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer 



was gathered after him.
Judges 14:5-6 (KJV) Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and came to 
the vineyards of Timnath: and, behold, a young lion roared against him.6 And the Spirit of the Lord 
came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: 
but he told not his father or his mother what he had done.
1 Samuel 16:13 (KJV)Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: 
and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to 
Ramah.

• The Spirit of the Lord also came upon King Saul. David’s predecessor
1 Samuel 11:6 (KJV)And the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger 
was kindled greatly.
1 Samuel 16:14  (KJV) But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul,

• Under the Old Covenant, the Spirit of God would Come and Go
• Things have changed under the New and Better Covenant

John 14:16-17 (KJV)And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever;17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him 
not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

• The Holy Spirit had been with and upon the disciples from time to time, but after the resurrection 
he came upon the church forever

• Why didn’t the Holy Spirit live in people under the Old Covenant?
Luke 5:37-38 (KJV) And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the 
bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. 38 But new wine must be put into new bottles; and 
both are preserved.

• The new wine Jesus is speaking of is the indwelling Holy Spirit
• The old bottles are Old Covenant individuals who had not been made righteous by the blood of 

Jesus. The Holy Spirit could not live in them because of their unrighteous state. This is true even 
today. Those who are not born again cannot have the Holy Spirit living in them

• The new bottles are New Covenant born again Christians who are the proper vessels for the 
permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit

• Preserved = Gk.  suntereo soon-tay-reh'-o - to keep closely together
• We are in close fellowship with the Holy Spirit. We are inseparable! 
• How do we hear what the Holy Spirit says
• Let’s look back at Gideon. We know the Spirit of the Lord cane upon him. He and his family, and 

all Israel, were living under the oppression of the Midianites. He was hiding out when an angel 
spoke with him

Judges 6:14 (KJV) And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save 
Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee?
Judges 6:16 (KJV) And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the 
Midianites as one man.

• Gideon was still not sure this was God’s will for his life
Judges 6:17 (KJV) And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign that 
thou talkest with me.

• Gideon wanted a sign, a naturel circumstance to determine God’s will
• Gideon was a meathead!

Judges 6:36-40 (KJV)And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said,
37 Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon 
all the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said.38 And it 
was so: for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew out of the 
fleece, a bowl full of water.39 And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will 
speak but this once: let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon 



the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew.40 And God did so that night: for it was dry upon the 
fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground.

• Gideon was like Thomas. He had to see something to believe
• He finally obeyed God and won a great victory over the Midianites even though he was ruled by 

his mind and senses. He was still a meathead!
• The Holy Spirit speaks. How should we determine what He is saying”
• Should we put out fleeces and ask God for signs in order to confirm His will?
• Do you really want to know? I’ll tell you next week!

 


