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Wk 9 Gr 8 Sci Lesson 27_SK 

 

Subject: Grade 8 Science 
Term: 1           
Week: 9            Lesson: 27A 
Unit 4. Growth and Reproduction       Topic 4.2: Reproduction and survival 
Text:  Seeds and Fruits  
 Practice: Reading and comprehension 

 

Introduction: 
This lesson is made up of lesson resource/ notes and practice exercise. 
 
Instruction:  
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Copy the Header into your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and 

legible. 
Step 2: Read the lesson resource and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book.   
Step 3: Complete thePractice Exercise.  
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise your work.  (I will be checking your 

Exercise Book when you return to School).  
 
Lesson Resource/ Notes: 
Read through your lesson resource/ notes and make summary notes and cut and paste diagrams 
or draw them into your exercise book. 

Practice Exercise 27A: 
Write the questions first and then your answer in complete sentences. Watch the correct spelling 
of terms and appropriate calculations where required. 
 
1. What does the ovule and ovary become after fertilization? After fertilisation, the ovule develops 

into ……. and the ovary becomes the ……. 

2. How can you distinguish a succulent fruit from a dry fruit? A succulent fruit is ……… and a dry 

fruit is ………. 

3. Identify the agent of dispersal for each of the named seeds below.   

Example: Milkweed is dispersed by wind because it has feather-like structures that can be 

carried easily by the wind. 

 

You should be able to develop an understanding of seeds and fruits.  
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Resource for Week 9, Lesson 27A  
 
SEEDS AND FRUITS 

After fertilization, a complete ovary is called a fruit. In the ovary each fertilized cell grows by cell 

division to form a seed. Each seed contains an embryo, a food store and a thick coat for 

protection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TYPES OF FRUIT 

Succulent/Juicy fruits: Part of the ovary becomes juicy or fleshy. Examples are tomatoes, 

mangoes, bananas, melons and cucumbers.  

Dry fruits: Fruits that ripen without pulp or flesh. There are 2 types of dry fruits: 

a) Dry Splitting fruits – fruits that remain attached to parents but split open to release seed. 

E.g. peas, beans and kapok 

b) Dry non-splitting fruits – fruits separate from parent but do not split open. E.g. okari, corn, 

cashew, sunflower 

SEED DISPERSAL 

 Plants try to scatter their seeds over a large area so that some may survive and grow into new 

plants. This reduces competition for water, sunlight and minerals.  

 The scattering of seeds is called dispersal. There are four main methods of seed dispersal. 
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Methods Description Example 

1. Animal dispersal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Animals eat the fruits and the 
seeds come out with their 
poop which grows further 
away from parent plants. 
Some seeds have hooks or 
burrs and stick to the fur of 
animals which are then carried 
away.  
 
 
 

Tomatoes, passionfruit. 
Humans also harvest and 
carry fruits away.  
 
 
 
 
Mimosa and some grass 
seeds 

2. Wind dispersal 

 

Some seeds have wings or 
parachutes which makes them 
light enough to be carried by 
wind. 
 

Pines, jacaranda, African tulip, 
cotton seeds  

3. Water dispersal Some fruits are large and 
waterproof and able to float on 
water.  
 

Coconuts, mangrove, sea 
grasses 

4. Mechanical dispersal 
 

 
 

When some fruits dry out they 
explode or burst open with 
such force that they scatter 
their seeds.  
 

Sweet peas, and wild lupin 

 

 

 

 


