
 

              
      

 
             

  
                

    
              

        
       

   
               

            
                 

             
             

       
   

  

    
    

    
    

        
    
      

       
     

  
       

      
      

  

 

    
   

   
   

   
  

     
   

   
    

  

   
       
    

    

       
    

  
  

Accessible  Books-1  
Module:  Shared  Reading  
Content  Activity: Coach  

Big Idea: 
• Adults provide books that are interesting, accessible, and age and ability respectful. 

Guiding Statement: 
• I choose books that are in a format my students can access based on visual, auditory, 

and tactile needs. 
A big part of capturing a beginning reader’s interest is choosing books they can access, either 
through vision or touch. What characteristics make text and/or pictures/graphics harder or 
easier to capture student interest and promote engagement? 

Part 1 Directions: 
Below you will find a description of characteristics that may make books more difficult and 
therefore less likely to capture or maintain a student’s attention. Read about each 
characteristic and the way it may affect students who you suspect have or who have a visual 
impairment . Refer to student vision reports and a teacher of the visually impaired to know 
how each characteristic may impact individual students. Then complete Part 2 of the activity. 

Characteristic Description How This Affects Students Who 
May Have Vision Issues 

Visual Contrast 

The difference in color that 
makes an object or its 
representation in an image or 
display (including text) distinct. 

• It takes a lot of effort to distinguish 
words and letters from each other. 
When trying to see connected text 
on a page without high contrast the 
text may blur or otherwise be 
unreadable. 

• High contrast may help a student 
focus on the details of the words 
and letters. It can also highlight 
pictures/ illustrations. 

Font/Text 

A collection of characters with 
a similar design. These 
characters include lowercase 
and uppercase letters, 
numbers, punctuation marks, 
and symbols. 

• Choose fonts/texts that have 
simple easily recognizable 
characters. Complicated and 
decorative fonts are harder to 
visually process. 

Size of Font/Text 
The font size or text size is how 
large the characters display on 
a screen or printed page. 

• Enlarged text may be needed to 
distinguish words and letters from 
one another. 
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ACCESSIBLE BOOKS-1 2 

Characteristic Description How This Affects Students Who 
May Have Vision Issues 

Spacing 
Consistent space 
between words, letters, and 
lines of text. 

• Text with lines too close together 
can make tracking across the line 
and tracking to the next line more 
difficult. 

• Text with close letter-spacing 
makes it difficult to see and or feel 
the individual words and letters. 

Visual Clutter Too many visual details on a 
page. 

• May increase the cognitive demand 
on students. This can impact a 
student’s ability to process the 
information and remember 
important details. 

• May distract the student from 
seeing the text and gaining 
information from the 
pictures/illustrations on the page. 

Tactual Clutter Too many tactual details on a 
page. 

• Tactuals are intended to support 
student comprehension of the 
text/pictures/illustrations. If there 
are too many tactuals on a page 
students have difficulty 
understanding what is important. 

• May also increase the cognitive 
demand on students. This can 
impact a student’s ability to process 
information and remember 
important details. 

Tactual 
Information 

Communicating or providing 
information through touch 

• Without tactual information the 
student may gain only partial or 
inaccurate information. 

• Too much tactual information 
creates tactual clutter. 

• Tactuals that don’t match the 
concepts in the text/pictures/ 
illustrations may cause confusion. 
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ACCESSIBLE BOOKS-1 3 
Part 2 Directions: 
Look at each sample book page. Mark each potential challenge and decide if the page is good 
for shared reading. 

Coaches: 
Participants may find other issues with the pages that are not explained below. When this 
happens ask them to explain their thinking and as a group decide if the page would be good 
for shared reading or not. 

Picture and Text Potential Challenges Use or Not 

• None • Good page for shared 
reading with your students 

Rationale: This page provides the student with good 
visual contrast both in the picture and in the text. The 
visual clutter was also reduced by altering the picture so 
just the rabbit and grass are visible. 

• Visual Contrast 
• Size of Font/Text 
• Spacing 

• Not good for shared 
reading with your students 

Rationale: This page has several issues. The black dog on 
a black background may be hard to see. The size and 
spacing of the font are also issues. So as is, this book may 
have good content but not be accessible to some students 
without modifications. 

• None • Good page for shared 
reading with your students 

Rationale: This picture has text that has good spacing, a 
good font size, and is free of visual clutter. It also has a 
good contrast between the picture and the background. 
The gray shirt isn’t great but that doesn’t interfere with 
students possibly noticing the man’s facial expression. 

• Tactual Clutter • Not good for shared 
reading with your students 

Rationale: Emergent readers may have difficulty with 
having three concepts presented at one time. The tactuals 
used are good representations of the pictures just too 
many. Reading partners should choose one of the concepts 
represented (i.e., learning to drive, getting a credit card, or 
graduating?) and use a single tactual. Choose the 
picture/tactual that the student is more likely to have some 
background knowledge. 
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ACCESSIBLE BOOKS-1 4 
Picture and Text Potential Challenges Use or Not 

• Tactual Information • Not good for shared 
reading with your students 

Rationale: The tactuals presented in this book are a 
watch and earrings but the person is standing in front of a 
closet full of clothes. This mismatch between the picture 
and the tactual can cause confusion and therefore not help 
the student understand the text. 

• Visual Contrast 
• Visual Clutter 

• Not good for shared 
reading with your students 

Rationale: This umbrella has reduced contrast and the 
student only sees the partial object. This can cause visual 
contrast issues and visual clutter. 

• None • Good page for shared 
reading with your students 

Rationale: This page is a good example of a teacher 
made book. It is not visually complex, the font is simple 
and large, the braille overlays the text, so all students have 
access, and the tactual information is relevant to the text. 

• Visual Clutter 
• Tactual Clutter 

• Not good for shared 
reading with your students 

Rationale: As fun as this page is for individuals who can 
see, the page is too complex for those with vision issues. 
The leaves and the spider on the page distract from the 
main idea, circled in red, that Bertie is finding slugs and 
worms. 

NOTE: One thing to keep in mind is that in this exercise we ask you to judge the whole book 
based on one page. You need to review the whole book and make decisions based on the 
needs of your students. 
It also may be helpful to go through the following examples of how to fix the problems on the 
pages above. This will help teachers make decisions about texts. 

Tar Heel Shared Reader | www.sharedreader.org | ã 2022 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, 
Department of Health Sciences, UNC-Chapel Hill 

www.sharedreader.org



