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How might attention to anthropogenic landscapes foster 
transdisciplinary collaboration? This panel proposes that, 
while careful ethnographic attention to landscapes is noth-
ing new for anthropologists, the push to take nonhumans 
seriously as social actors changes our approaches 
to landscape-based research. Ethnographic methods have 
traditionally trained our powers of noticing toward humans; 
now, we ask how we might craft new alliances with field 
biologists to develop descriptive practices that expand the 
range of anthropological methods to encompass the more-
than-human. 

The unit of the landscape, we propose, is an important 
boundary object for collaborations between what C.P. Snow 
has called the “two cultures” of the social and natural sci-
ences. Landscapes demand simultaneous attention to what 
we tend to think of as “biology” and “culture” and show us 
their constant imbrication. As a result, they call us to work 
collaboratively across disciplines to bring together biology 
and ecology, human social formations and cultural histories. 
Landscapes incite overlapping curiosities among anthropol-
ogists, natural scientists, and other people who engage with 
them. 

In this panel, we assemble papers that take up what we 
call a "rubber-boots” approach to transdisciplinary land-
scape-based research. We explore the new forms of 
noticing, description, translation, and politics that emerge 
when anthropologists collaborate with natural scientists and 
area residents in the field while exploring landscapes 
together. As we do so, we ask how attention to nonhumans 
and transdisciplinary collaborations transform social theory 
and ethnographic practice. Lastly, we also aspire to 
influence imaginations of how we might inhabit multispecies 
landscapes otherwise. 

Materialities of hunting: reflections on a 
severed roebuck leg  

PETRA TJITSKE KALSHOVEN 
University of Manchester 
petratjitske.kalshoven@manchester.ac.uk 

My paper takes as its image of departure a roebuck hoof 
sticking out of a green waste bin. The severed leg was one of 
the many material outcomes of a hunting trip in the Scottish 

Highlands in the summer of 2014. As I contemplated the 
binned leg, taken out of its living context in the particular, 
managed landscape of a Scottish hunting estate, I was re-
minded of ethnographies of indigenous hunting, in which 
frequent mention is made of reciprocal relations between 
hunters and their prey, underpinned by prohibitions regard-
ing wastefulness—all parts of the animal, these ethnogra-
phies insist, must be used. At first sight, the severed roebuck 
leg in a Scottish waste bin seemed starkly at odds with these 
non-western hunting practices. Moreover, both the concept 
and the materiality of organic ‘waste’ stand in a potentially 
uneasy relationship with recent calls in anthropology, 
grounded in an environmentalist ethos that emphasises 
conservation and recycling, to pay attention to multispecies 
landscapes in ways that empower non-human actors. Rather 
than presenting a critique of wasteful instances of ‘western’ 
hunting, however, I wish to relate this Scottish hunting story 
and its material aftermath to a phenomenon I have studied 
over the past years that troubles any easy distinction be-
tween proper and improper ways of engaging with non-
human species and bodies. This phenomenon concerns a 
recent renewed interest in taxidermy in Britain and parts of 
continental Europe as a practice that may be instrumental-
ised to celebrate conservation, landscape aesthetics, and 
non-human life. Drawing on fieldwork amongst taxidermists, 
artist-taxidermists, and hunters, in roles that overlap, I pre-
sent the roebuck hoof as once living material that, as recy-
cled ‘waste’, enables different imaginations of landscape 
and life in the anthropocene. 

The Apis and The Pasture: human-bee 
enmeshments in the agricultural landscape 

KATE MILOSAVLJEVIC 
University of Edinburgh 
k.milosavljevic@ed.ac.uk 

Much of our agricultural produce depends on the polli-
nation of plants by insects. Of these insects, bees most in-
spire and capture the public imagination. We hold them in 
high esteem, admire their industriousness and their complex 
social lives. Yet as a species, we have perhaps moulded their 
lives to meet our own needs more than any other insect. 
The massive scale of global industrial agriculture, and the 
corresponding need for the services of pollen distribution 
has resulted in the growth of an increasingly globalised 
pollination services industry, where the competing needs 
and desires of farmers, beekeepers, farmworkers (both 
insect and human), environmentalists, scientists and en-
gaged citizens are all bought forth into the public sphere. 
Tsing’s concept of friction is evident both in the physical 
landscapes that commercial bees pollinate and feed from 
(that in turn, create our own food), as well as in political and 
economic landscapes that bees and their keepers must 
negotiate. 

Drawing on fieldwork with commercial beekeepers and 
farmers in Norway and Maine, as well as with engaged 
members of scientific and public communities, I ask the 
question: how are competing desires for a successful har-
vest, good hive husbandry, bee welfare and environmental 
conservation played out in the lives that bees live, and what 
are the consequences of these at both local and global lev-
el? What does the act of noticing ‘beenotes’ (points of con-
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fluence that frame our understandings of bee lives) mean, in 
an ‘overheated’ (Hylland Eriksen) world. 

Skills of perception and (inter)action in the 
relationship between human, working horse 
and landscape  

RIITTA-MARJA LEINONEN,  
University of Oulu 
Riitta-Marja.Leinonen@oulu.fi 

Forest as a landscape is perceived differently in different 
cultures and contexts. People who get their livelihood from 
the forest often perceive it through their occupation. Their 
relationship is economical but also bodily and aesthetic. In 
this paper I am looking at horse logging and the interaction 
between human, horse and landscape. I am investigating 
the multispecies working pair and how their cognitive and 
perceptive skills affect the way they work together. What is 
the relationship of the logger to the landscape that he or she 
changes with horses? What abilities make the horse a good 
working companion? And can an anthropologist study how 
the horse perceives the forest and its work? 

I am looking at these ideas through the concepts of um-
welt and taskscape. I am using multispecies ethnography, 
narrative studies and ethology to scrutinize the human-
horse relationship. The research is based on fieldwork with 
Finnish and Canadian horse loggers and written personal 
narratives about working horses from the archives of Finnish 
Literature Society.  

Horse loggers are required to have many skills in order 
to succeed in their work. They not only need to know the 
forest and its management, for working with horses requires 
also knowledge, experience and skill, especially the skill to 
read the horse. Loggers need the horse’s strength, but also 
its social and cognitive skills: its ability to move in rhythm 
and synchrony with others, its ability to learn several tasks, 
its good memory, and experience and perception of the 
landscape.  

On Phallogocentrism and “Back-Seat Drivers”: 
Using Anthropology and Ecology to Understand 
Landscape Change in the Lesotho Highlands  

COLIN HOAG 
University of California at Santa Cruz / Aarhus Universi-
ty 
colinhoag@gmail.com 

What are landscapes and how are they brought into be-
ing? Anthropologists and ecologists offer very different 
answers. For anthropologists, landscapes are enacted when 
human memory and experience cohere in a material sub-
stratum of geographical features and the creatures that live 
there. For ecologists, landscape is a unit of spatial scale that 
organizes inquiry into the origins and effects of biotic pat-
terning. But landscapes are both of these: the imaginings, 
substratum, and scale. In this paper, I draw on my own 
transdisciplinary research into rangeland change in the Leso-
tho highlands to open new avenues for our understanding 
of landscape. There, experts and government officials com-
monly identify herders and livestock owners as having dis-
proportionate impact on rangeland condition, removing 
from their view many other indirect impacts—what I playful-
ly call “backseat drivers” of landscape change—including 

aspects of social organization, regional political economy, or 
storytelling.  

I suggest that landscape anthropology and landscape 
ecology need each other, but that both fall victim to a form 
of phallogocentrism (Derrida 1981; see also Butler 2006; 
Haraway 1988). For anthropologists, this refers to a situating 
of words and ideas outside and above a domain of the ma-
terial; for ecologists, this manifests as a search for disem-
bodied truth or, in the words of Donna Haraway, “nostalgia 
for the presence of the one true Word” (1988:590). I suggest 
that ecology can be used to interrupt anthropologists’ lim-
ited concern with language and ideas, pushing them to con-
sider what an attention to multi-species histories in land-
scapes might open up. In turn, I suggest that anthropology 
might be used to interrupt ecologists’ notion of causation, 
which envisions a delimited list of potential “drivers” of 
landscape change. Doing so can help us tell new kinds of 
landscape stories that refuse neat divisions between the 
sciences and the humanities. 
Works cited: 
Butler, Judith. 2006. Gender Trouble: Feminism and the 
Subversion of Identity. New York, NY: Routledge. 
Derrida, Jacques. 1981. Dissemination. Barbara Johnson, 
trans. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.  
Haraway, Donna. 1988. “Situated Knowledges: The Science 
Question in Feminism and the Privilege of Partial Perspec-
tive.” Feminist Studies 14(3): 575–99. 

The place of Cassava: storytelling more-than-
human socialities around Monte Pascoal, Bahia  

MARILENA CAMPOS 
University of São Paulo 
marilenacampos@usp.br 

This article proposes to describe the connections be-
tween cassava (Manihot esculenta crantz) and humans and 
other more-than humans in the region Monte Pascoal, in 
the Brazilian Atlantic Forest. I work with the critical con-
structionist concepts of niche (cf.Lewontin), where the envi-
ronment and organisms are unique and different as a result 
of each others’ relationships, and I raise the question: how 
can we notice the co-transformations between cassava, 
indigenous peoples and their places? The questions that we 
are posing here are different from the formal questions in 
current biology. This is due to the fact that contemporary 
biology does not consider the story as a central issue: the 
niche is already a pre-determined locus that the organisms 
will occupy. Through the methodology proposed in multi-
species approaches ethnography, I will address organisms as 
the result of their relations with their environments 
throughout their life stories and so map and tell another 
story of the relationship between humans, plants, animals 
and other organisms, landscapes and technologies 
(cf.Haraway; Tsing; Swanson). This story – and other story - 
goes beyond human exceptionalism and the idea of one-
way domestication in the cases of plant domestication. 
Thus, I present research that seeks to detect a wide range of 
possible relationships from cassava’s way of life, with the 
help of classical anthropology tools in fieldwork such as 
participant observation and interviews with local people 
(the Pataxó, people indigenous inhabiting the region) and 
collaboration with others from biology and agronomy. 
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Disturbing landscapes: weird life forms and 
eccentric forms of life 

FILIPPO BERTONI 
Aarhus University 
f.bertoni@cas.au.dk 

This panel suggests that landscapes are important 
boundary objects to collaborate between social and natural 
sciences. These objects are, following Star & Griesemer 
(1989), “things that exist at junctures where varied social 
worlds meet in an arena of mutual concern.” Yet, boundary 
objects often work precisely by eliding or hiding the differ-
ences and disagreements behind a lack of consensus in 
order to facilitate collaboration. In some cases (especially 
when the aim is intervention) this non-overlapping conver-
gence can emerge as a very useful tool. Still, in some occa-
sions these missed junctures raise interesting questions: 
How can we deal with these gaps? How (not) to merge 
these differences? How can we ‘stay with the trouble’ and 
which complexities should we attend to? 

In my research, I study astrobiologists interested in un-
derground life in the Iberian Pyrite Belt (IPB). They use the 
site because of its (geological) similarities with Mars. I am 
interested in their research, and also in the microbial life 
they are studying and the kinds of environments it lives in 
and with. Simultaneously, the IPB is the site of millennia-old 
mining. Recently, prospectors have been planning to re-
open the mines in an attempt to boost the regional econo-
my. In this presentation I try to attend to some of the differ-
ences, and some of the similarities between this/these 
site/s: microbial landscapes, mining landscapes, and Mars 
landscapes. One way of relating them emerges from the 
practices of my informants: for the astrobiologists, the IPB is 
an analog of Mars. Still, I refrain from suggesting this is the 
only way the sites relate: they extract, collude, hinder, con-
verge, and diverge. Mapping some of the possible relations 
between this ‘more-than-one-less-than-many’ fieldsite, I 
explore some of the promises and problems of a landscape 
multiple. 

PANEL SESSION 2:  BUILDING THE SELF: CON-

SIDERING THE INTERSECTION OF LANDSCAPE 

AND IDENTITY 

Panel convenors: 

KATHRYN M. HUDSON 
University at Buffalo  
khudson@buffalo.edu 

JOHN S. HENDERSON 
Cornell University 
jsh6@cornell.edu 

Although landscapes are commonly viewed as compo-
nents of the physical world, the features that animate them 
and imbue them with recognizable significance in the minds 
of emic experiencers and etic researchers are rooted in 
conceptions about what marks something as semantically 
salient in a particular cultural environment. This cognitive 
foundation imbues landscapes with meaning and thus caus-
es them to exist; it also indicates that landscapes are cogni-
tively situated in the minds of their experiencers and extant 

only insofar as individuals possess the cultural knowledge 
necessary to recognize them. This overlaps with processes 
of identity formation, which are similarly rooted in the 
recognition and deployment of indicators showing affiliation 
with – and placement within – a particular cultural sphere. 
This session seeks to explore the material dimensions of 
landscape formation and consider how it overlaps with 
processes of identity construction. It aims to consider how 
classes of material things (buildings, ceramics, costumes, 
jewelry, etc.) contribute to the construction and marking of 
identities and to the development and reification of various 
landscapes associated with them. In particular, the session is 
concerned with the temporal dimension of the intersection 
of landscape and identity, and with how the elaboration and 
modification of materials and landscapes contribute to the 
continuous evolution of identity. 

The Social Closing of Space – Identification 
with Space and Spatial Identity  

MARCJANNA NÓŻKA 
Jagiellonian University 
marcjanna.nozka@uj.edu.pl 

The basis of the paper will be the results of my project 
entitled The social closing of space. The influence of social 
exclusion on perception and cognitive schematisation of 
physical space and territorial behaviour. The aim of this 
project is to identify socially shared knowledge, organised in 
cognitive patterns and common-sense theories. By identify-
ing the mental maps of a space, we learn the ways in which 
the space leaves a mark on and shapes people, but also how 
people mark the space – through their social status, objects 
and social practices. Cognition of mental maps allows for 
better understanding of individual practices of people in a 
particular space, their mutual relations: people–people; 
people–space; space–people, but also the typical ways of 
moving around in and using the space. According to Kevin 
Lynch, a significant role in the mechanism of growth of men-
tal images of a place is played by the elements that crystal-
lise its spatial structure, that is, roads, junctions, borders and 
landmarks. I took these factors into consideration as having 
spatial orientation is a sign of being rooted in a constructed 
environment and also adjustment to its conditions. Behind 
this capability, there is knowledge about the environment 
gained through personal experience and social contacts. 
This is the knowledge about the network of places, buildings 
and premises, their mutual, best relationships, about gener-
ally unknown shortcuts, informal meeting places etc. It is 
also the knowledge about people, local communities, their 
traditions, culture and habits. Thus, the images of these 
places preserved in individual and social memory are rec-
ords of emotions, values of meanings, and social practice. 

Triangulation with softGIS in lifecourse 
research: situated action possibilities and 
embodied knowledge 

KAISA SCHMIDT-THOMÉ 
Aalto University 
kaisa.schmidt-thome@aalto.fi 

The paper discussed the need to address embodied 
knowledge when undertaking lifecourse research. Shotter 
(2009) argues that social theorists often overlook embodied 
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knowledge as they evaluate human action through causes 
(emphasising structures) or reasons (emphasising agency). 
In my work on ‘geobiographies’ I connect the highly contex-
tual and unique with lifecourse information, specifically 
relating current everyday life (especially outdoor activities) 
with the habitualities developed over my participant’s 
lifecourse. I examine embodied knowledge as a joint out-
come of the lifecourse and its geographical context - space 
and place. I use geo-coordinates as a contextual tool and 
underline that the conditions of action are also shaped by 
the material world, the ‘geo-‘ of the geobiographies. I pro-
vide indicative examples of lifestories, ‘softGIS’-data (de-
rived from a PPGIS application thematising experience-
based data of everyday environments) and walking inter-
views. I draw some data from a larger project that used 
‘softGIS’ to study the ways the citizens used their urban 
environments for different outdoor activities. I aim to un-
cover the self-evident that seems to escape when we verbal-
ize our experiences but which may be grasped by going back 
and forth from the respondent to his/her past and present 
everyday environments, both memorized and reactualised. 
In comparison with many studies I move between a single 
case and a larger dataset somewhat unconventionally, to 
gain an appreciation of the intricacy of the phenomena 
under scrutiny.   

The Storytelling World: Expressions of the 
Visible Landscape in the Folk Tradition  

RADVILĖ RACĖNAITĖ 
The Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore 
raganagar@gmail.com 

The paper aspires to reveal the way by which visible 
(both natural and cultural) landscape is turned into mental 
landscape in folklore. Landscape is defined here as a territo-
rial whole made of natural and anthropogenic components, 
forming the basis for the national identity, strongly affecting 
activity of the society members and constituting part of 
their life quality. The mental landscape is perceived here as 
a semantic universe integrating both the natural and the 
cultural landscape which is endowed with certain meanings 
that are actualized by way of folk narration. Such meanings 
emerge from the subjectively or collectively defined cogni-
tive, social and emotional attitude towards the surround-
ings. 

Traditional oral culture can be named as the culture of 
memory, since maintenance, succession and transmission of 
folk tradition is strongly interconnected with the mnemonic 
processes. In a particular way the mode of the traditional 
memory is also preserved by the landscape objects. It can be 
assumed that not humans alone compose narratives of the 
surrounding world, but that surrounding objects also gener-
ate certain meanings, which are then described in the narra-
tives by humans. Thus the place in the natural or cultural 
landscape not only presupposes emerging of the narrative 
that tells about it, but it also prompts continuous remem-
bering and re-telling of that particular narrative. People pay 
attention to individual geographic objects and tell about 
them only because certain exceptional qualities of these 
objects naturally make prerequisites for such narrative rela-
tionship to form. Similarly, while appreciating reflections of 
a certain mental landscape in a folklore piece, palpable and 
physically real image of the town, river, mountain or valley 

that is connected with the place mentioned in the narrative 
is bound to appear in front of our eyes. Thus such objects of 
landscape preserve certain geo-cultural ambivalence, being 
simultaneously related not only to the visible physical reali-
ty, but to the culture as well. 

Looking Back and Moving Forward: 
Architecture, History, and Landscape in the 
Construction of a Honduran National Identity  

KATHRYN M. HUDSON  
University at Buffalo  
khudson@bufalo.edu  

JOHN S. HENDERSON  
Cornell University 
jsh6@cornell.edu 

Although most often associated with the physical world, 
landscapes are also fundamental to the cognitive dimen-
sions of understanding and must be viewed as existing at 
the intersection of the physical and mental dimensions of 
human experience. Physical landscapes exist only insofar as 
they are imbued with semantic significance in the minds of 
their experiencers, and conceptualizations of landscapes 
and their associations with identity constructions – though 
mentally housed – are rooted in physical indicators. Individ-
uals and societies conceptualize themselves vis-à-vis their 
relationship(s) to these networks of association; the materi-
al dimensions of human experiences thus reify these associ-
ations and confirm conceptual positionings in a way that 
affirms or develops particular aspects of identity. This paper 
explores how these processes of identity construction can 
occur through the generation and modification of the built 
environment and considers their implications for processes 
of nation building in post-colonial contexts. Taking Honduras 
as its primary focus, it explores how architectural develop-
ment in public spaces utilizes ancient and contemporary 
landscapes to design a national identity intended to reclaim 
agency and legitimacy in the aftermath of Spanish coloniza-
tion. Neo-Maya architecture in Tegucigalpa’s Parque 
Naciones Unidas el Picacho and Parque Concordia reflects a 
process of cultural landscaping designed to reify the national 
character and affiliate it with a broader pan-Maya heritage. 
The implications of this process are enormous, particularly 
for cultural and linguistic communities positioned outside of 
the dominant narrative, and it is the aim of this paper to 
contextualize these consequences and explore their associa-
tions with the generation of identity in contemporary Meso-
america.  

Land for Free, Land for What? Schrumpfende 
Staedte and the  Story of a Fugitive Idea 

CYNTHIA BROWNE 
Harvard University 
cbrowne82@gmail.com 

This paper builds upon ethnographic fieldwork regarding 
the turn to art and design as a means of generating a new 
regional identity in the wake of Ruhr region's industrial de-
cline and ongoing Strukturwandel. Though signs of crisis in 
the Ruhr's heavy industries appeared in the 1950s and 
1960s, the region only recognized such trends as signs of an 
enduring structural crisis beginning in the 1970s. This crisis 
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rendered the Ruhr’s economic reliance on coal and steel 
industries obsolete, ushering in a new wave of experimenta-
tion and innovation since the 1990s. Instead of the focus on 
direct job creation which characterized policy in the 1970s 
and 1980s, the 1990s marked a turn towards issues of land-
scape quality, image, and new forms of identity as a means 
to address the problems generated by shrinking urban areas 
and the retreat of industry. This paper examines the diverse 
range of practices the state has funded since the 1990s, 
from the well-known projects of the International Building 
Exhibition, which transformed a number of old industrial 
sites into areas for art, culture and recreation, to the exper-
imental “Land for Free” proposal presented as part of the 
region’s successful application to the 2010 EU Capital of 
Culture year, to more recent public art initiatives spear-
headed by the regional organization Urbane Künste Ruhr. In 
my paper, I attend how these artistic practices mediate 
different images and "structures of feelings' (Williams 1977) 
for various constituencies and the significance of this aes-
thetic re-making of the Ruhr questions of belonging and 
social memory among a shifting demographic.  

Landscapes of running: physical exertion, 
environmental perception, and the self  

TOOMAS GROSS 
University of Helsinki 
tgross@mappi.helsinki.fi 

This paper examines how recreational long-distance 
(marathon and beyond) runners experience their running 
environments and how these experiences are consciously 
incorporated into the project of self-transformation and 
identity-building that dedicated amateur runners often aim 
at. The ethnographic context of the paper is contemporary 
Estonia that in recent years has seen a veritable marathon 
boom.  

Running in anthropology and sociology of sport has 
mainly been analysed as an embodied activity, but it is also a 
highly spatialised endeavour. Inspired by Tim Ingold and 
phenomenological approaches in anthropology, and draw-
ing on narrative interviews with recreational runners, partic-
ipant observation in running competitions, and the analysis 
of runners’ blogs I show how runners “perceive the world 
through their feet,” how physical exertion is believed to lead 
to more acute perception of the surroundings, and how 
running becomes a means to experience new landscapes, 
whether urban or rural. Many runners strive to explore new 
cities by running a marathon there but some ultimately turn 
to running ultra-marathons in the mountains, deserts, or 
other demanding environments in order to experiment with 
their bodies. Such shift to the unconventional running con-
texts is partly a matter of distinction and reflects class-
specific values. As Bourdieu has suggested, “to distance 
themselves from common amusements and the horror of 
the vulgar crowds, the privileged strive for elsewhere, high-
er, further, to new experiences and virgin spaces, exclusively 
or firstly theirs.”  

Echoing intimate landscapes in capoeira singing 

FEDERICA TOLDO 
University of Lisbon and University of Paris Ouest Nan-
terre la Défense 
federica.toldo@gmail.com 

The lyrical repertoire that accompanies the Afro-
Brazilian fighting dance, capoeira, is largely composed of 
songs about geographical places (Rêgo, 19681). Among 
these, some are imaginary, such as “Aruanda,” an overseas 
site ‒ somewhere in Africa ‒ where, to many capoeira prac-
titioners, the souls of Afro-descendants return. Many other 
places are real. Thus, foreign countries and continents (par-
ticularly Africa) and other Brazilian cities are evoked by the 
singer. Many songs explore the urban landscape of the city 
of Salvador (streets, places, paths, churches), as well as the 
surrounding rural villages and natural sites.  

The sung narrative wanders from the imaginary ‒ even 
though it is highly meaningful and intimate ‒ and from fara-
way and unknown locations, to entirely concrete and famil-
iar places.  

This articulated landscape, built by sudden movements 
between imaginary and real places, seems particularly apt to 
confer plausibility and immanence to sung narratives about 
the past, especially about legendary old capoeiristas and 
slavery.  The shifting to places that are less and less alien to 
the singer’s actual placement confers credibility to the nar-
rative. The everyday landscape can hold echoes of memo-
ries that are inaccessible to individual experience, but be-
come more and more plausible and vivid, like a direct 
memory, born of individual experience. 

Commercial landscape in the Tibetan 
vernacular: Performing and representing ethnic 
identity in urban China 

TRINE BROX  
University of Copenhagen 
trinebrox@hum.ku.dk 

The topic of this paper is the construction of vernacular 
urban landscapes, exploring how migrants alter the urban 
landscape and therefore also its meaning. Although cities 
are designed and planned to be used by specific people in 
specific ways, this paper instead look at the ways in which 
those who move into the city—in this case Tibetan mi-
grants—carve out alternative spaces there. 

The case under study is an ethnically diverse neighbour-
hood in the Chinese city Chengdu. The neighbourhood is 
considered Tibetan territory, and this paper asks into how it 
has become so strongly associated with one particular eth-
nic group. There is a connection in peoples’ minds that peo-
ple and places belong together, and this particular neigh-
bourhood, which is both a real and imagined place, has 
evolved into a powerful symbol of the Tibetans. How is 
Tibetan ethnicity displayed, performed, and inscribed into 
the urban landscape? In which ways are they creating and 
sustaining belonging to this particular place? 

By highlighting the spatial semiotic dimension of their 
collective identity and exploring the concept of ‘landscape’, 
the paper aims at unfolding a place in the making: the ways 
in which Tibetans produce space by using and occupying it. 
In practical terms, it means that I look at the spatial semiot-
ics that is interpreted by ordinary people as ethnic mark-
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ers—both the stereotypes on the surface and the symbols of 
contestation that lies beneath. By studying these symbols of 
collective identity, I analyse the ways in which Tibetan-ness 
is acted out within this space and the ways in which mean-
ing is attached to the urban landscape, the people inhabiting 
it, and the activities that they perform there. In other words, 
how they are carving out an alternative space in urban Chi-
na. 

Lost and Found: Navigating Foreign Spaces, 
Faces and Landscapes Using Public Transport 

NATHALIE HYDE-CLARKE 
Arcada University of Applied Sciences 
nathalie.hyde-clarke@arcada.fi  

JAN NÅLS  
University of Helsinki  
jan.nals@kolumbus.fi 

In what ways does public transport both enable and re-
strict social forms of behaviour? Our understanding of the 
social space is partly guided by our journey through that 
space: by witnessing events and public conduct; as well as 
reflecting on our own behavior and how we have modified it 
to suit the expectations and conditions of that space. 

This paper presents two auto-ethnographic accounts of 
how the use of public transport in new and foreign land-
scapes affects our perception and interpretation of the 
cultural, social and material. The case studies occur in Cape 
Town (South Africa) and Helsinki (Finland), where the re-
searchers were placed for no less than a three month peri-
od. In both situations, researchers were required to rely on 
forms of public transport different to that with which they 
were familiar. This project considers how they observed and 
perceived those experiences in relation to previous 'usual' 
routines and practices, and how they then engaged with the 
new social environments, the local population and the 
awareness of themselves in those spaces. 

The research highlights themes of exclusion and inclu-
sion, interaction and personal distancing, the familiar and 
the unfamiliar, as well as references to some of the local 
characters and public places found as part of the journey. 
Changes in individual and family practices are examined, 
and the benefits of getting lost are considered. These auto-
ethnographic accounts are juxtaposed with notions of cul-
tural identities and stereotypes, and how these change or 
may be challenged when one is travelling "out-of-place". 

Remaking home: The importance of the 
landscape of home for Xhosa-speaking 
migrant’s identity, belonging and wellbeing  

AVELA NJWAMBE  
Rhodes University 
avelanjwambe@gmail.com, 

MICHELLE COCKS 
Rhodes University 
m.cocks@ru.ac.za  

JAMIE ALEXANDER  
Rhodes University 
jamie.alexander@ru.ac.za 

South Africa is currently experiencing ever increasing ru-
ral-urban migration with many citizens from the former 
homeland areas migrating to cities to seek employment. 
Despite long term residence in urban areas, many township 
dwellers do not consider these places to be home. Research 
into circular-migration patterns reveal the lifelong relation-
ships which migrants (amaGoduka) have with their family 
home (Ekhayeni). This study aimed to explore this relation-
ship, looking in particular at the role of natural landscapes in 
the meanings and attachments to Ekhayeni for Xhosa-
speaking migrants in Cape Town townships who had family 
linkages to rural villages in the Transkei. The study found 
that the landscape of home remained central to migrant’s 
cultural identity, belonging and wellbeing. Childhood expe-
riences in nature and the cultural activities which continue 
to take rural inhabitants into these landscapes remain key to 
this relationship. Migrants continued to return regularly to 
their rural homes to partake in activities and processes of 
identity formation which they felt could only be aligned with 
their place of birth. Cultural activities which were seen as 
central to the maintenance of masculine and feminine iden-
tity, such as rebuilding kraals and woodpiles, became a 
means by which migrants reiterated and reinforced their 
cultural identity and belonging.     

Living Country: Yamatji identity and landscapes  

MELANIE DEMBINSKY 
Queen Mary University of London 
m.dembinsky@qmul.ac.uk 

The relationships indigenous peoples have with their 
physical environments has long been the focus of investiga-
tions within a number of different disciplines. Drawing on 
findings from a broader research project that focused on 
lived breast cancer experiences in Yamatji country, Western 
Australia, I argue that country is essential to Yamatji identi-
ty. Country, in an Aboriginal Australian context, transcends 
the physical environment and encompasses also social and 
symbolic landscapes. A person’s country is a composite of 
different geographical areas which are linked to an individu-
al’s life cycle events such as birth and initiation, but also 
reflects group membership(s). What constitutes a significant 
region for one person might mean nothing to another or 
even represent a place of sickness. As such, country is cogni-
tively situated in the individual. While a person’s country is 
always unique in its entirety, some geographical areas are 
bound to overlap with other individuals’ country. Like identi-
ty, country is also processual and situational as individuals 
emphasize membership and/or claims to certain areas over 
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others depending on the situation and context. It can be 
argued that country grows with the individual and develops 
alongside and informs identify formation among Yamatji 
from conception to death. Its temporal dimension is there-
fore both linear, as well as circular throughout its continued 
development and linkages to ancestral essences which per-
meate the entire Australian continent. Specific physical 
formations such as rocks, gorges or even trees provide a 
materiality to both country and identity of the individual. In 
addition, materiality is not through the expression in dress, 
but through consumption of country in the form of bush 
medicine and fruits. Country then informs Yamatji identity 
from a material, cognitive and temporal dimension. 

Out of place: mobility and rootedness in 
Belema identity  

LARA GIORDANA  
University of Turin 
laragiordana@libero.it 

Like many other indigenous peoples, not only in Oceania, 
Kanaks claim that people belong to the land and not the 
opposite, as in European logic of property. The exact 
knowledge of sacred places that mark the landscape in New 
Caledonia seems to demonstrate this relation of belonging 
of people to their land. Knowing the names, the boundaries, 
the histories, the features and capacities of sacred places 
demonstrates continuity with the past, with the way of 
living and dwelling of ancestors. This kind of knowledge 
would be transmitted within the clan, as Kanaks use to refer 
to the kinship group (lineage) to which precise territorial 
references are attributed. As member of a clan, every Kanak 
must recognize the suitable places for him (her) to grew the 
sacred yam, to fish, to gather curative and useful plants, to 
worship the ancestors: everyone knows his place in the 
world.   

However, the definition of individual and cultural identi-
ty through the belonging to a clan and a land can’t be with-
out reference to the land dispossessions and the reduction 
of mobility which have characterized the colonial govern-
ance in New Caledonia since the Nineteenth century. My 
paper concerns the Belep islands, in the extreme North, 
where an intense history of forced displacements has oc-
curred since the arrival of missionaries and seems to have 
produced a current situation where everyone is actually 
“out of place”. Constant reminders to ancestry and kinship 
aim to root the clans to precise lands; this happens at the 
expense of mobility of social groups, which has always char-
acterized traditional societies in that “sea of islands”. My 
aim is to analyse the relation of identity to the articulation 
of mobility and rootedness in the landscape for Belema 
people (Kanaks of Belep islands). 

Building your daughters papers; the making of 
an infant identity between Hong Kong & China 

JONATHAN BURROW  
University of Oulu 
Jonathan.Burrow@oulu.fi 

Each school day around 13000 kindergarten, primary 
and high school students pass through Hong Kong Immigra-
tion control from Shenzhen. The older children travel inde-
pendently, others are accompanied by parents, who may 

also be on their way to work in Hong Kong. Still more are 
chaperoned in groups by teachers and other caregivers. 
They cross tightly controlled intra nation-state, political, 
media, economic and social barrier. They can do this be-
cause of a treasured object, hung photo facing outward in a 
clear pouch, resting upon their chest. The object is a Hong 
Kong re-entry permit. 

This paper, is not only about the complex lives these 
children experience as they pass among the hundreds and 
thousands though the bridges running above the razor wire 
that separates Shenzhen from Hong Kong. Based on twelve 
months of fieldwork it focuses on the emotional, political 
and economic negotiations of their parents. Particularly how 
parents work though, decide on and then construct an iden-
tity for their children. A process that must begin before the 
child is born and will impact both their lives from then on. In 
this sense the border is not only crossed and maintained by 
bodies, objects and architecture. It is built of texts, of laws 
and lineages. Identity is not something allowed to develop 
naturally, but something to be planned and strategised. It is 
part of a landscape defined buy generations as they navi-
gate a landscape of possibility. 

Social Construction of Landscape in the Chinese 
Socialist New Village Movement 

LAN WEI  
University of Durham 
lan.wei@durham.ac.uk 

Concerning the disparity between rural and urban, and 
also the potential of the rural market, the Chinese govern-
ment launched the Chinese Socialist New Village Movement 
during the 16th ‘fifth plenary session’ in October of 2005 . 
From 2005 to 1 now, there have been generally salient 
changes in rural China in many areas of social and cultural 
life. However, among all the changes, the rural landscape 
represents the most visible and tangible change by virtue of 
its materiality. Comparing with the typically traditional rural 
landscape, the new rural landscape highly accords with the 
urban landscape which is motivated by the convenience of 
transportation and production. In other words, the Chinese 
new rural landscape is grounded obviously in the ideology of 
‘modernity’, in the improvement of production, greater 
urbanisation and western aestheticisation. The project will 
focus on studying the Chinese new village landscape from 
three aspects: memory and identity; body; and social rela-
tionship. 

PANEL SESSION 3: CHILDREN’S UNDERSTAND-

INGS OF LANDSCAPES AND ENVIRONMENTS 

Panel convenor: 
MARI KORPELA 
University of Tampere 
mari.korpela@uta.fi 

Childhood studies emphasise that children are the best 
experts of their own lives. Anthropologists are always inter-
ested in the “natives’ point of view”, yet that point is often 
presented by adults. Landscapes and environments are not 
neutral but socially and culturally constructed and they are 
relevant also from children and youth’s point of view alt-
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hough their understandings may differ from those of adults. 
Children and youth may for example emphasise physical 
experiences with the environment. Their access to and use 
of certain environments may be restricted, which may lead 
to specific understandings of those places. On the other 
hand, they may be encouraged to use other environments. 
Children and youth may also express particular emotions, 
such as fear or joy, towards particular environments or land-
scapes. It is also relevant to ask how children and youth 
conceptualise and experience changes in environments and 
landscapes or how they contribute to such changes. This 
panel invites papers that discuss children’s and youth’s un-
derstandings and experiences of landscapes and environ-
ments, both of natural and built ones. Ethnographic ac-
counts as well as other empirical reflections are welcome. 
Papers that use innovative research methods to reach the 
conceptualisations and experiences of children and youth 
are particularly welcome. 

Urban environmental history of children in 
post-war Helsinki 

SIMO LAAKKONEN  
University of Turku  
simo.laakkonen@utu.fi 

Existing research in urban environmental history is often 
characterized by a narrow viewpoint or limited material 
reflecting the rationalist approach typical of white, middle-
aged, middle-class and educated men. The presentation 
focuses on the urban environmental history of children, 
because childhood forms the foundation for our relationship 
with nature. Environmental reminiscences offer fruitful 
material for the study of children's urban environmental 
history as well as children's contemporary relationships with 
the urban landscape. The proposed presentation will discuss 
the relation of children with urban courtyards, parks, cliffs, 
shores, and animals in post-war Helsinki. It will be argued 
that the post-war city, society, and childhood provided to-
gether a highly interesting and creative adventure play-
ground. 

Play environments of expatriate French 
children and native children in Finland 

PÄIVI GRANO 
University of Turku 
paivi.grano@utu.fi 

In this paper I compare the favorite play environments of 
French children and Finnish children (ages 6 – 10) living in 
the same Finnish town. I examine the children´s use of the 
space around them and choosing play environments. Is the 
Finnish stereotype of Finnish children playing freely in na-
ture now altered and without grounds? What about the 
common view of the urban and controlled childhood of 
continental European children. Some studies show that, 
lately, children’s possibilities and permissions to use the 
local environment, particularly unstructured outdoor play, 
have declined everywhere in the western world.  

The data consist of about eighty drawings and texts by 
the children. The theoretical approach is human geography, 
especially children’s geography. The interpretation lays on 
the concept of the cultural context of children’s drawings 
and applies the content analysis of visual culture. The joy of 

play is natural and common for all children, as are the social 
relations in the play environment, the emphasis on action, 
and the importance of outdoor play. Nevertheless, there are 
also many differences. The results emphasize the signifi-
cance of the culturally related way of using the space and 
the view of children’s´ affordance of their environment.      

Keywords: Children, play environment, children´s draw-
ings, cultural context  

Re-imag(in)ing place: representations of the 
city through photography 

KERRIE BRAMHALL 
Exeter University 
kb317@exeter.ac.uk 

Taking the term “Imag(in)ing Place”(Said; Schwartz and 
Ryan),  as my point of departure the research addresses the 
relationship between photographic practices and percep-
tions of place in the context of North Kurdistan, South East 
Turkey, specifically the city of Diyarbakır. Visual (photo-
graphic) images have contributed towards historically, cul-
turally, and socially situated imaginaries of the city, which 
have privileged certain hierarchical, homogenous, and es-
sentialized knowledge(s) about how life is experienced and 
practiced in the city whilst simultaneously marginalising 
others. Imaginaries of the city thus do not always corre-
spond to the multiple and nuanced ways in which life is 
experienced and practised by its inhabitants.  

Through an applied visual anthropological approach us-
ing participatory photography and creative arts methodolo-
gies the research explored how children living in prolonged 
forced urban migration experienced their everyday lives. 
The research sought to explore the imaginative possibilities 
of the meaning of place (Isayev 2010), specifically asking 
how the children’s metaphoric references to sense(s) of 
place related to the negotiation of their (childhood) identi-
ties in everyday engagements with their physical/material 
worlds.  

The paper discusses how children’s metaphoric experi-
ences of place — as represented through inter-subjective 
photographic practice — departed from existing 
knowledge(s), thereby re-imag(in)ing the city. Yet, the point 
at which the metaphoric imagination of place intersects with 
the material-real also reveals a disjuncture. In this context I 
propose that emotive representations (imaginations) of 
place are ambiguously situated in the material-real world, 
which can only be understood as contextualised within 
Turkey Kurdistan’s politically suffused social and cultural 
landscape and the historical processes of conflict and forced 
migration inscribed in the physical environment. The fissure 
emerging in the research between the perception of experi-
ence as imagined and experience as imaged reveals the 
complexity of the emotive experience of the “sense of 
place”.  Through creative methodologies we can explore 
how place may exist in the metaphysical realm of the imagi-
nation as ambiguously separate from the everyday material 
world, whilst being integrally interrelated. 
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“To my eyes, Salla is a small but friendly 
place”. The home village drawn and narrated 
by schoolchildren 

LAURA ASSMUTH 
University of Eastern Finland 
laura.assmuth@uef.fi  

EEVA UUSITALO 
University of Helsinki  
eeva.uusitalo@helsinki.fi 

This paper is based on ethnographic fieldwork carried 
out within the framework of the research project Rural 
Futures: Ethnographies of transformation from Finland, 
Estonia, Russia and Ukraine, funded by the Academy of 
Finland, 2007-2010. There were five researchers working in 
remote rural villages in the aforementioned countries. We 
were interested in the villagers’ grass-roots views on the 
complex processes of globalization affecting them and their 
living environment. How does the future look like in the 
villages and for the villagers? 

As part of our generational approach we collected data 
also from schoolchildren, with the kind assistance of local 
teachers. Pupils were asked to draw (1

st
 and 2

nd
 graders) or 

to write (3
rd

-9
th

 graders) how they think their home village 
will look like in ten years’ time. In this paper we select for 
closer analysis drawings and writings from the two Finnish 
municipalities studied, Salla in Lapland and Lieksa (Koli) in 
North Karelia. The materials were collected in two small 
village schools and one larger school in a municipal centre. 

In our study the children’s landscape is the familiar envi-
ronment of the home village. In small rural villages in the 
fringe areas of Northern and Eastern Finland nature and 
outdoor life offer also for the children opportunities for 
adventure, aesthetic experiences and social relations. When 
the children describe their home village, their words and 
pictures echo the worries of adults about the future of the 
village. Climate change, dwindling population, unemploy-
ment, pollution, and the looming end of traditional liveli-
hoods come out as the biggest threats that will transform 
the familiar environment. On the other hand, some children 
look hopefully into a future where tourism and immigration 
have “saved” the home village from disappearing. Interest-
ingly, the infrastructure that the children depict is often of a 
semi-urban character – even in villages located within a vast 
wilderness.   

Pelotas as seen through the eyes of its street 
children 

KATRI GADD 
University of Turku  
kajole@utu.fi 

The way individuals experience their environment af-
fects greatly on how they see their present but also their 
expectations for the future. Based on my longitudinal re-
search conducted with nineteen street children in Pelotas, 
southern Brazil I am going to illustrate the importance of 
understanding the multidimensional relationship street 
children and youth form with their environment in order to 
comprehend their behaviour, actions, and the way in which 
they perceive the environment around them.  

Environment should be understood to amalgamate dif-
ferent, highly interrelated dimensions of space e.g. physical, 
socio-cultural and mental dimensions of space. These spatial 
dimensions ought to be included in studies of individual 
environmental perception as they are giving condition to 
each other. Examples from Pelotas’ street highlight the 
relevance of these different spatial dimension for individu-
als’ subjective realities. These realities are the basis for ac-
tion (or non-action) in time and space and for that reason it 
is important for them to be well comprehended. 

As known, people in street situation are not merely help-
less and abandoned victims, but more like individuals with 
complex coping strategies, hopes and dreams for the future. 
Many studies have shown that those street children, who 
have positive experience of their environment have actually 
better chances to stay alive in that hostile environment and 
even leave the street life. In order to understand what kinds 
of constraints and incentives they find in their environment 
for their future we need to see the environment through 
their eyes. Only after that we are better equipped to plan 
far-reaching future project to improve the livelihoods of 
these individuals. 

'Back to the future’: towards an understanding 
of migrant youth's aspirations through spatial 
and temporal imaginaries 

OLE JOHANNES KALAND 
NLA University College 
ole.kaland@me.com 

Based upon 15 months of fieldwork in Shanghai between 
2010-2012 , this paper provides an ethnographic account of 
how urban and rural environments are spatially reflected 
upon and related to by internal migrant youths growing up 
in the peri-urban parts of Shanghai, China. With limited local 
educational rights to public middle and high schools, the 
youths have to make existential decisions whether to mi-
grate back to the rural places of their household registra-
tions in the interior provinces, or whether to stay in Shang-
hai to follow a vocational education. While these decisions 
hinge upon a number of factors, a significant aspect they 
consider are the spatial, educational and social environ-
ments they will stay in. Chinese economic development has 
been anything but even, with coastal city-provinces like 
Shanghai having seen unprecedented economic and infra-
structural growth. Meanwhile, common components of the 
narratives about interior provinces like Anhui and Henan are 
poverty, tradition and hard lives. As such, the youths con-
sider whether to migrate 'back' in order to pursue a higher 
education that can potentially provide better yields in the 
long run, or whether to stay in Shanghai for a life that will 
likely result in less social mobility, but remains in cosmopoli-
tan Shanghai with family and friends. These considerations 
gain potency from the youths imaginaries of their own fu-
tures, which are in themselves spatial. That is, the youths 
negotiate governmental, socioeconomic and familial struc-
tures of the present, not only by the limited resources at 
their disposal, but also by the ways in which they imagine 
the location and environment of their desired futures.  
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How to Draw the World: Exploring Natures at 
Forest Kindergardens 

LISA FRANCESCA RAIL 
Ludwigs-Maximilians Universität München 
LisaRail@gmx.de 

Paved streets and motorised means of transport with 
singled out bus stops can contribute to evoking ideas of 
frictionless, point-to-point movement; being indoors, in 
rooms, may encourage a conceptualisation of the world in 
closed up entities – we learned this lesson from Tim Ingold. 
Most children growing up in cities today experience envi-
ronments characterised by asphalt, underground trains and 
staying in houses. Surely then, being surrounded by trees 
and Nature and being exposed to the open irrespective of 
unfavourable weather conditions for more than half of they 
waking hours must have an impact on children's under-
standing of the world they inhabit. This is the case for chil-
dren (aged three to seven) frequenting so-called nature or 
forest kindergartens. 

Starting in April I am going to conduct a fieldwork project 
in several forest kindergartens and other outdoor education 
institutions in and around Munich: The research will consist 
of a long term 'participant internship' in one kindergarten 
and single visits to several others as comparison groups. 
Additionally I am planning to take part in nature-oriented 
holiday camps for young school children in summer as a 
temporary helper. 

My interest lies in experiencing and 'collecting' the chil-
dren's accounts for the forest, the earth, the city, home, the 
ground, the weather, the sky. Implicit and explicit. In form of 
drawings, stories they tell each other and the adults, games. 
As well as the interface of these accounts with the natures 
parents, educators and pedagogical manuals seek to convey 
(and the various ways in which this mediation is carried out). 
For the panel I would like to offer my fieldwork experiences, 
difficulties and insights and, by then, an assemblage of 
'worldings from the woods. 

“I climb trees and they should take care of 
their rubbish!” Lifestyle migrant children’s 
views of the environment in Goa, India.  

MARI KORPELA 

Increasing numbers of "Western" families are involved in 
a lifestyle where they spend several months a year in Goa, 
India. This paper focuses on the children's (3-12 years old) 
experiences and views of the environment in Goa. I describe 
how the children experience the environment in very con-
crete terms; they climb trees and rocks, they play with sand 
or plants or they swim in the sea or jump to the pool. The 
children clearly enjoy the environment, yet, at the same 
time, they often express concern about rubbish that is very 
visible almost anywhere in Goa. In their discourse, however, 
the rubbish is something that is caused by the “Indian oth-
er”. In fact, the lifestyle migrant children’s use of the envi-
ronment and their social lives are very different and sepa-
rate from the local Indian children and this separation be-
comes visible also in the children’s talk about the rubbish 
problem. In my paper, I thus discuss social divisions, separa-
tions and certain (neo-colonial) power positions that be-
come visible though the lifestyle migrant children’s views 
and experiences of the environment in Goa. The paper is 

based on extensive fieldwork among lifestyle migrant chil-
dren in Goa and in addition to extracts from my participant 
observation and interviews, I use children’s drawings.  

Watching the herds in distant pastures: an 
early experience of landscapes in Mongolia  

LAURENT LEGRAIN  
Université Libre de Bruxelles 
Laurent.Legrain@ulb.ac.be 

At around 6 or 7 years old, children who live in the Mon-
golian countryside must watch sheep and goats for long 
hours in unsafe and distant pastures. They are alone or in 
pair and return to their ger (the Mongolian round felt tent) 
at dusk. I will argue that through this practice, children learn 
to pay attention to the sonic dimension of their environ-
ment (including their own calls, cries, whistling,…) and this 
progressive involvement into a sonic world has a great im-
pact on a child’s sense of self and on his reflexive knowledge 
of the places he goes through. The first ethnographic vi-
gnette will portray a 6-year-old boy who watches his kin’s 
herd in a remote pasture allegedly haunted by a ‘man-lion’. 
The second will describe how a 7 year-old-boy uses his voice 
to decide which of the animal species is the smarter. I will 
draw on the work of the psychologist James Gibson to show 
how the child’s attention and sensibility to sounds are edu-
cated not only by adults but also by the responses of the 
environment to his vocal calls and by the very actions and 
emotions (such as fear and boredom) implied in watching 
the herds. 

Mapuche children and master spirits 

GABRIELA PIÑA 
LSE, London 
gapina@uc.cl 

This research deals with childcare ideas and practices 
among the Mapuche people of southern Chile, focusing on 
kinship, emotional development and personhood incorpo-
rating children’s perspectives and learning processes. My 
work will explore how childcare is related to the creation, 
strengthening or dissolution of kinship ties, how emotional 
life is handled and how care contributes to the acquisition of 
personhood. By answering these questions I will attempt to 
understand the potential role of care in fostering sociability 
among the Mapuche and explore the underlying ideas and 
practices of kinship and personhood that are involved, with 
a particular focus on the lived experience and emotional 
lives of children. 

Initially, and since my focus was on family life, the issue 
of children’s perception of landscape and environment was 
not included as a research topic. However, in the past 
months I’ve spend most of my time engaging in conversa-
tions with children as they take their animals for pasture, 
forage for mushrooms in the forests and swim at the river. 
In these occasions children tell me stories about potentially 
harmful supernatural entities that inhabit natural spaces 
such as mountains and rivers. According to their elders, 
Mapuche children must learn to control themselves when 
entering these spaces. 

In this paper I will analyze how in learning to interact 
with nature and its master spirits children learn to engage in 
productive and respectful relationships with others outside 
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their kin group, which is a key element in the constitution of 
Mapuche personhood. The stories about the potential dan-
gers of being discourteous to the spirits teach children that 
they can be held accountable for their actions. Furthermore, 
this paper addresses the importance of the environment 
and its relationship to people as a means to understand 
Mapuche ideas and practices about personhood and sociali-
ty. 

PANEL SESSION 4: CITIES AS MORAL LABORA-

TORIES: MATERIAL CHANGE AND SOCIAL MOVE-

MENTS 

Panel convenors: 

EEVA BERGLUND 
Independent scholar 
eeva.berglund@helsinki.fi 

PEKKA TUOMINEN 
University of Helsinki 
pekka.tuominen@helsinki.fi 

Discussant: 
ANDREA BOTERO 
Aalto ARTS 
andrea.botero@aalto.fi 

Local mobilizations as well as spatially diffused social 
movements are drawing attention to rapid change in cities 
everywhere, in the global South and the North, whether 
growing or shrinking. Grassroots and do-it-yourself urban 
initiatives, small-scale entrepreneurial activities and political 
mobilizations proliferate, actively shaping landscapes. These 
activities are of growing interest across the disciplines and 
professions, with architects, designers, community facilita-
tors and others collaborating with social scientists like an-
thropologists, and often activists themselves, to address 
urban problems. 

Particularly where change is presented not merely as 
progress but as inevitable or urgent – as economic good 
sense, religious necessity or non-negotiable response to 
environmental doom – questions of legitimacy and morality 
are highlighted. Besides informal actors, the agencies re-
sponsible for urban wellbeing are also changing. Thus, 
where conventional urban governance articulates with new 
forms of austerity, environmental fears and economic op-
portunity, we can talk of emerging moral landscapes. 

The panel invites perspectives from anthropologists and 
others on these moral landscapes. Topics might include, but 
not be limited to: protests at neighbourhood level; ideas of 
modernity and growth or the commons; the expert appa-
ratuses responsible for producing change, and how they 
relate to residents’ everyday needs and feelings of worth. 
What about how city dwellers practice, imagine and talk 
about ‘the normal’ in the city, about decent environments? 
How do cultural practices, durable features of the city and 
moral frameworks connect? Do moral discourses take on 
particular importance when other resources for creating 
security and viable futures appear to be dwindling? 

Making “Civilpolitics” in Southern Yemeni 
Revolution Squares 

SUSANNE DAHLGREN  
National U of Singapore 
susanne.dahlgren@nus.edu.sg 

Yemen is one of the core countries involved in the 2011 
Arab uprisings, but Yemenis in the southern provinces had 
additional long-standing grievances against the regime that 
coalesced in 2007 and gained momentum in 2011 as a 
“peaceful revolution,”al-thawra al-silmiyya, as the Southern 
Revolution is called. This revolution imaginatively consti-
tutes “civil” forms of life and belonging in the present for a 
future sovereign southern state (called locally as the “civil 
state” [al-dawla al-madaniyya]) through what I term “civil-
politics.”

 
The Southern Revolution has blurred the lines 

between institutional and spontaneous politics and chal-
lenged social, ethnic and gendered hierarchies and exclu-
sions in place and space. For men, the Southern Revolution 
offers a long-awaited chance to communicate uninhibited 
with women again, as older men did in cities before Yemeni 
unity. The revolution allows women and socially low to work 
in non-hierarchical projects and spaces, choosing the forms 
and styles of engagement they find most comfortable.  
Through making civilpolitics the activists enact collective 
ownership of a variety of public spaces, including streets and 
public squares. In these places they practice democratic 
pluralism, mutual care, inclusion, and equitable social rela-
tions in everyday life, in a process that produces new inti-
macies. In my paper, I discuss the case of midan saha, a 
revolution square situated in the quarter of the main old 
market where activists mainly come from the impoverished 
local neighborhoods. My paper is based on ethnographic 
fieldwork carried out in Aden, Yemen. 

Changing moral landscapes in a city built of 
sand 

JASMIN  IMMONEN 
Goldsmiths, University of London 
anp01ji @gold.ac.uk 

The paper will discuss how the rapid change in the land-
scape of previously un-inhabited desert mountains (are-
nales) surrounding Lima materialised in competing moral 
discourses of ‘moving forward’ (salir adelante) and ‘enjoying 
the moment’ in a secondary school lead by evangelic mis-
sionaries. The research was carried out in the city of Pacha-
cutec, consisting of 134 settlements formed by migrants 
occupying land north of Lima, and by government neoliberal 
land policies made in the 1990s. The Peruvian modernist 
discourse of ‘moving forward’ bases itself in a linear logic of 
‘progress’, implying upward social mobility through educa-
tion and ‘learning values’. In Pachacutec, ‘progress’ was 
materially expressed in the removal of sand in order to build 
houses and roads, while discourses of ‘humbleness’, ‘hard 
work’ and ‘solidarity’ drew their legitimacy from practices of 
mutual help and collaboration. Yet the absence of legal land-
titles and infrastructure problematized the nature of citizen-
ship of the inhabitants, the liminal, moving and fragile quali-
ty of sand symbolizing ambiguity. Inflicted by NGO, state 
and evangelic agendas, the ambiguity translated in the 
school discourse into a need for moral improvement and 
‘responsibility’. The space where the obstacles to ‘progress’ 
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happened was ‘on the street’, epitomized in the school’s 
concern over gang-membership and early pregnancies. 
Testifying a shift from the collective to individual, the solu-
tion to it lied in one’s own ‘personal good example’. As a 
form of mobilizing ‘respect’ and expression of unity, the 
youth in Pachacutec appropriated traits from the liminal 
domain of ‘the street’ in such things as taste of attire and 
music, in school and in social media. A consumer discourse 
of ‘enjoying the moment’ allowed voicing criticism over a 
future characterised by uncertainty and ambivalence, while 
also creating distinctions between them and those deemed 
as ‘not fun’. 

Image Makeovers – A Metamorphose 
Metropolis: urban narratives of making 
memories, histories and futures  

ADITYA KIRAN KAKATI  
Geneva 
aditya.kakati@graduateinstitute.ch 

This paper seeks to examine the reconstitution of multi-
ple public narratives of history and heritage consciousness 
around the natural and built landscapes of the city of Gu-
wahati. It is considered to be the hub of the Northeast re-
gion of India, with visions of becoming an Asian metropolis 
in a region that has been marred by decades of internal 
armed conflicts. The city seems to exist in peculiar temporal-
ity of ‘post conflict’ where peace accords are signed, but 
conflict remains alive in various forms in other locations. 
Moreover, memories of conflict and violence that the city 
experienced in decades of ‘bomb blasts’ and curfews seem 
to be relegated to a forgotten fragment of historical 
memory, as  a ‘bygone past’.  

The history and heritage of Guwahati, today seems to be 
rearticulated in multiple utopian visions and practices of a 
promising future that privilege the celebratory discourses of 
branding the city as a ‘gateway’ to the wider region, reach-
ing out to the wider world through trade, tourism and 
commerce. These discourse seeks to challenge the ‘conflict’ 
and ‘neglect’ narrative that has gripped the region in a sort 
of a temporal ‘freeze’. At the same time, these shifts create 
the danger of being subsumed into narratives that create 
discursive recessions into ‘pasts’, and a simultaneous pro-
duction of ‘ethno-commodities’.  

To discuss these contests, we use history and heritage as 
a more fluid category, as containing multiple and fluctuating 
meanings of imagining places. Inherent to the discussion are 
what memories and practices make the contemporary city 
and where claims of patrimony can be located. Borrowing 
from Henri Lefebvre, we take the urban being conceptually 
and politically open spaces, where urban society is not a 
pre-existent reality but remains a potential that can be con-
tinually realised.  

We construct these narratives taking examples from in-
tersections between public debates, colonial science and 
discourses, modern planning and policy, folklore, artistic 
interventions in festivals, food, and leisure sites as well as 
civil society activism in the city. We take this history to be a 
‘phantasmagorical’ collage (Walter Benjamin) of an overlap-
ping memory landscape. This approach can provide an op-
portunity to combine archival and ethnographic data to 
engage with theoretical formulations of the landscapes of 
history making and regimes of historicity.  

On the moral force of ecological reason: 
experimenting in the 1960s and today 

EEVA BERGLUND 
Independent scholar 
eeva.berglund@helsinki.fi 

This paper explores continuity and change in the moral 
dimensions of ecologically driven socio-technical experimen-
tation. In much of the world, the 1960s was a time of new 
fusions of technocratic and grassroots or improvised innova-
tion to save the planet. The resulting practical experiments 
of an eco-utopian or techno-utopian hue were more often 
than not expressly associated with ideological commitments, 
but they were also spaces where those involved had to find 
ways to combine professional and personal ethics. Since the 
onset of financial crises in the early 21st century, many of 
the discourses, insights and practices of that era have been 
rediscovered and reinvented, but this time, in contrast to 
the 1960's impulse to leave the cities and go “back to the 
land”, innovation is focussed specifically on urban, techno-
logically fashioned, environments. Drawing on interviews, 
documentary sources and participant observation focussed 
on Helsinki, this paper will trace some continuities in alter-
native expertise and utopian thought particularly in design 
and architecture. However, drawing on anthropological 
work on ethics and morality and Isabelle Stengers’ philoso-
phy of technoscience, it will highlight the importance of 
altered historical context for analysing and assessing the 
significance of eco-utopian practices today. 

 

City Bees 

REBECCA MARSLAND 
University of Edinburgh 
r.marsland@ed.ac.uk 

On a global scale, populations of bees (both honeybees 
and wild bees) are declining. In the city, however, the num-
bers of bees are increasing. The public concern for the plight 
of the bee has led to efforts to create a more bee-friendly 
urban landscape – honeybees are kept on roofs, networks of 
wild flower meadows are planted throughout the city, seed 
bombs are lobbed into even architects have designed urban 
spaces for bees (animalestates.org). The presence of the 
wild in the city has been widely acknowledged (Hinchliffe 
2007, Philo and Wilbert 2000, Whatmore 2002), but what 
effects does this have on the polis? Acknowledging the 
presence of presence of other species in city landscapes 
enables us to see wider collectives (Bingham 2006, Latour 
2005), and has the potential to change our view of nature 
from uncivilised to civilised (or perhaps cultivated). This 
paper will address the moral and political consequences of 
new collectivities brought together by recognising bees, and 
the matters of concern that they bring to debates about life 
in the city. The paper will draw on fieldwork with urban 
beekeepers, parks managers and architects in London, Edin-
burgh and Copenhagen.  
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Publicness and Boundaries as Orientations to 
the Landscape 

PEKKA TUOMINEN 
University of Helsinki 
pekka.tuominen@helsinki.fi  

My paper focuses on how moral questions in the urban 
sphere are related to bounded notions of bounded public 
space in contemporary Istanbul, especially in its district of 
Beyoğlu, renown from the iconic Taksim Square as a site of 
protest and political participation. Based on a long-term 
ethnographic study of the area, I will examine the range of 
definitions and practices associated with publicness; how 
spatialization occurs physically, historically and conceptually 
and how the notion of public space is related to issues of 
access, freedom of action and ownership (Low 2000). The 
paper will consider dialogues between various strands of 
historical consciousness, ranging from the modernist views 
of space as subject to social engineering into embodied 
agency and social embedding (Taylor 1995).  

My aim is to shed light on novel formations of solidari-
ties, encounters of formerly separate, even antagonistic 
groups under ‘positive opportunities for group life’ (Mitchell 
2010:5). Complementing my ethnographic observations 
with a detailed historical analysis of different modalities of 
sociocultural distinctions, I will argue for a significant shift in 
the qualities of urban boundaries and spatial orientation 
after the Gezi Park protests in the area in 2013.  

PANEL SESSION 5: ECOLOGICAL RE-
ENCHANTMENT 

Panel convenor: 
TIMO KALLINEN 
University of Helsinki 
timo.kallinen@helsinki.fi 

Spiritual beliefs and  practices  relating  to landscapes  
have assumed  a new environmental value. Perhaps the  
most  pertinent example  is the  way  how popular  
Western  imagination perceives indigenous  peoples as 
guardians of the  environment.  In this  line of thinking  
peoples’ spiritual attachment to landscapes is thought 
to predispose them to live in harmony with the envi-
ronment. Such notions  have  granted some indigenous  
groups  an  expert  status in both  local and  global con-
servation programs  and  also provided  new avenues  for 
commodification  of landscapes,  for example,  in the  
form of ecotourism.   These  developments stand  in stark  
contrast to tenets  of conventional modernization theo-
ry,  according  to which “pre-Newtonian” ideas concern-
ing  the physical world have inhibited people from exploit-
ing their natural  environment in the most efficient way 
possible  in order  to enhance  their material well-being.   
Ecological  stewardship based  on religious principles 
does not belong exclusively to the tribal  world.  For 
instance,  in recent years the Evangelical  environmental 
movement has challenged  secular environmentalism in 
the West by building  a new conservation ideology from 
a biblical perspective.  Consequently, it has been main-
tained that  the disenchantment of nature, once seen 
as a fundamental aspect  of modernity, is coupled with  

processes of re-enchantment.  These  processes,  ideolo-
gies, and  their  local level manifestations  are of obvious 
interest  to anthropologists. 

The workshop invites  papers  that explore issues re-
lated  to the ecological re-enchantment in an ethno-
graphic context.  More theoretical contributions, dis-
cussing  the  notions  of enchantment, disenchantment, 
and re-enchantment, are similarly welcome. 

Where Fairies Once Danced: enchantment and 
disenchantment in the Outer Hebrides  

MAGNUS COURSE  
University of Edinburgh 
Magnus.Course@ed.ac.uk 

This paper explores the shadows of enchantment and re-
enchantment which linger behind contemporary agricultural 
practices in Gaelic-speaking communities in the Outer Heb-
rides of Scotland. Based on both long-term ethnographic 
research and archival research, I explore how attempts to 
reinvigorate traditional agricultural practices demand an 
openness to the heterogeneity of the landscape, and in 
particular to a specific cultural heritage of landscape “en-
chanted” by others. While nobody today believes in fairies, 
sìthean in Gaelic, their presence is nevertheless toponymi-
cally etched into every corner of the landscape, into songs, 
stories, and tunes. In this paper, I explore, how their pres-
ence serves in a light-hearted way as a hermeneutic capacity 
for revealing landscape beyond its mere economic potential. 
The Hebridean landscape was struck early by the full forces 
of global capitalism, as during the first decades of the nine-
teenth century the vast majority of the population was for-
cibly moved to the coast to work in either the fishing or kelp 
industries, and their lands cleared for sheep farms. The land 
was reduced to nothing more than an economic resource. 
Two hundred years later, working with contemporary croft-
ers (a kind of tenant farmer), I am interested in how the turn 
to new ways of engaging with the land are understood to be 
a return to a more communally-oriented pre-capitalist past, 
and to a reevaluation of the land, not simply as an economic 
resource, but as an enchanted landscape which has re-
gained the capacity for surprise. 

Stitching ourselves to the land where we can: 
Xhosa-speaking township dwellers’ 
relationships with sacred landscapes in the 
Eastern Cape, South Africa 

JAMIE ALEXANDER 
Rhodes University 
Jamie.Alexander@ru.ac.za 

Sacred landscapes are increasingly becoming recognized 
as a tool for biocultural diversity conservation. Recognising 
these landscapes is more difficult in places with multiple 
histories and claims to land ownership. In South Africa, this 
recognition is currently limited to historical sites, sites of 
contestation or places with eco-tourism potential. Colonial 
and apartheid systems worked hard to separate people 
from their land and many inequalities remain when it comes 
to accessing and utilizing land and natural resources. 

This research considered cultural use and perceptions of 
sacred landscapes among Xhosa speaking interlocutors from 
different user groups in two different townships in the East-
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ern Cape. Across the different groups, specific sacred land-
scapes were recognized as a means by which one can access 
ancestral power to heal or to transition through different 
stages in life.  This relationship with landscape plays out in a 
complex dance of multi-vocality that becomes more about 
an embodied, lived, dreamt and remembered experience 
than a physical space which can be fenced off. Ritual inter-
actions with sacred landscapes link the sacred spaces of the 
home with various sacred spaces in nature in a way that 
stitches township dwellers to the landscape and the ances-
tral and inherent ‘non-human’ power seen to be residing 
there.  At the same time, sacred landscapes stitch them-
selves to people through personal/family/clan narratives, 
dreams and encounters with the non-human world.  

The study found that although sacred landscapes remain 
important to township dwellers, there are increasing diffi-
culties in accessing these spaces, particularly in the Eastern 
Cape, where large tracts of farmland have been given over 
to wildlife conservation. Individuals who cannot access the 
necessary landscapes required for ritual use become cultur-
ally ‘stuck’, and the cultural knowledge related to these 
landscapes is under threat.  

The relationship with landscape was seen to be central 
to Xhosa speaking people’s cultural identity and belonging. 
The recognition of local use, values and perceptions of sa-
cred landscapes may thus provide one arena of common 
ground from which to work towards improved biocultural 
diversity conservation in the long term. 

Power Vortexes: Nature as Sacred Space in 
Sedona, AZ, USA 

SUSANNAH CROCKFORD  
London School of Economics 
S.E.Crockford@lse.ac.uk 

Sedona is a small town located in Northern Arizona, USA. 
It is built within a complex of red rock canyons. Some of the 
rock formations, and by extension the area as a whole, have 
become known by those involved in “new age” spirituality 
as “vortexes”, sites of spiralling, spiritual energy. The special 
“energy” of the place is constructed by some of the inhabit-
ants as sacred; indeed, it is why a number of them moved to 
the place. My paper explores the construction of place as 
sacred space, using data collected during two years of eth-
nographic fieldwork in Northern Arizona. The vortexes have 
only been spoken about since the mid-20th century, so this 
case enables a diachronic view of sacrality in the making. 
The significance of nature as Kantian sublime is foreground-
ed and placed in the perspective of American Transcenden-
talism on the one hand and political exceptionalism on the 
other. The particular configuration of landscape in Sedona is 
part of a larger area that contains the Grand Canyon and the 
San Francisco Peaks, which also figure in idealisations of the 
sacred. This leads to an analytic consideration of what 
makes “the sacred” – social action and ascription, an imma-
nence of the land itself, or an interplay between the two? Is 
there something particular in this landscape that evokes 
figurations of the sacred or is the landscape a blank canvas 
created as sacred by the designs of the people that interact 
with it? This line of questioning locates the debate between 
two classic analyses of the sacred, that of Émile Durkheim 
and of Mircea Eliade. My paper explores this debate and 
takes it further, to ask whether the landscape is conceptual-

ised as a source of social agency in this context and how this 
relates theoretically to the construction of place as sacred 
space. 

Re-enchantment and ecotourism in Ghana 

TIMO KALLINEN  
University of Helsinki 
timo.kallinen@helsinki.fi 

In addition to the proselytization of Christian faith, the 
Protestant missionaries operating in the area of present-day 
Ghana during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centu-
ry considered the advancement of “civilization” as one of 
their most important secular duties. In their plans the Afri-
can converts would abandon their spiritual beliefs concern-
ing the environment so that more effective extraction of 
natural resources could take place. Consequently, taboos 
concerning nature could be transgressed without fear of 
spiritual punishment. In some localities this led to conflicts 
between Christian converts and traditionalists. In recent 
decades, however, traditional ideas about the environment 
have been revived as a part of a conservationist ideology. 
Both government agencies and NGOs have launched eco-
tourism projects, where the sacredness of places and natu-
ral formations (e.g. caves, lakes, rocks) or animals (e.g. mon-
keys, crocodiles, fish) has a central place. In my presentation 
I will discuss the local level conceptualizations of these pro-
cesses of ecological and commercial re-enchantment. For 
example, how have ideas about what is considered “mod-
ern” changed? What kind of meanings different religious 
groups give to these projects? How is the relationship be-
tween religion and development (economy) perceived? 

Spiritual ecology as Dualism 

JASON M. BROWN  
University of British Columbia 
Jason.minton.brown@gmail.com 

In his book Spiritual Ecology, anthropologist Leslie 
Sponsel states that: “Spiritual ecology may be defined as the 
vast, diverse, complex, and dynamic arena of intellectual 
and practical activities at the interfaces between religions 
and spiritualities on the one hand and on the other ecolo-
gies, environments, and environmentalisms.” While the 
movement has various monikers from Religion and Ecology 
to Deep Green Religion, activists in the West have continual-
ly sought a suitable spiritual response to industrialization 
and secularization that have resulted from our most promi-
nent dualism: Culture and Nature. Assumed to be separate 
domains of reality within the Cartesian framing, Culture and 
Nature has also inspired the preservation of Nature from a 
ravenous Culture and the designation of wilderness areas off 
limits to human beings. However, while Spiritual Ecology has 
sought to counter the destructive dualisms of modernity, 
this paper will argue that Spiritual Ecology also reproduces 
some of this dualism in its own ways. Specifically, by propos-
ing an ‘Ecological Model’ to counter a ‘Mechanistic Model’ 
by borrowing from ecology, advocates ignore many of the 
distasteful realities of actual ecosystems. In addition, Spir-
itual Ecology’s egalitarian view of the ecological ‘other’ ne-
glects the necessity of some kind of ontological hierarchy 
between beings within the messy ecological reality of preda-
tor prey relations. 
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Fictional Memories: From Amnesia to Techno 
Landscape Enchantment 

LUIS MONTEIRO  
Research Center for Science and Technology of the 
Arts – Porto 
luiscm@netcabo.pt 

Can we consider a view without a place or a fictional 
landscape that doesn't exist, without history? Is it possible 
that a computer virtual landscape may attach an important 
meaning and hope to nature? Probably this issue may be 
successfully addressed if we follow an art practice as an 
experiment of philosophical anthropology, or even cyber-
anthropology, which may re-capture the spiritual dimension 
of art but also acknowledging the relevance of the technical 
process in art. 

 Our relationship to environment reclaims more than ev-
er an operative imaginary, moving away from exploitation of 
nature to an extension of the world through actions and 
emotions. In this sense we evoke in our presentation an 
exploratory journey, and new ways of world and landscape 
visualization, combining new media and 3D rendering with 
the materiality of more traditional art practices like painting. 

Fictional memories are implants against amnesia, and 
disenchantment, they manage our attraction for future 
landscapes. Although, these digital "hallucinations" should 
begin as a metaphor of actual dangers, as in the case of the 
erasure of important features of nature in the context of 
postnatural loss. Together with these intentions, these im-
ages may turn into an attempt to wake us from some kind of 
technological dream. Indeed, the synthesized visualizations 
should be taken as means not an end in itself. So they 
should inspire new humanized but also experimental imag-
es, which re-capture through drawing or painting, this a-
topic virtual landscapes and refurnishes it with artistic sense 
probably affected by cultural, and heritage consciousness). 

PANEL SESSION 6: ETHNOGRAPHY OF CONTEM-

PORARY RITUAL LANDSCAPES 

Panel convenors: 
PIRJO KRISTIINA VIRTANEN 
pirjo.virtanen@helsinki.fi 

ELEONORA LUNDELL 
eleonora.lundell@helsinki.fi 

Discussant: 
MARJA-LIISA HONKASALO 
University of Turku 
marja-liisa.honkasalo@utu.fi 

‘Ritual  landscape’  as  a  concept  emerged  in  archae-
ology  in  the  1980’s.   This  panel  looks at contempo-
rary rituals  and  their  way of employing  certain  places 
and  spaces or thinking  about its  (non)human actors.   
We  are  interested in methods  that create  ritual  
landscapes,  such  as specific knowledge, sounds,  smells, 
and visual elements.  They  may relate  to the  different 
ideas of materiality, subjectivity, and personhood  of 
animals,  plants,  earth  formations,  ancestors,  and ob-
jects that  are addressed  in ritual  contexts.  Moreover, 
urban  and rural  landscapes  are created, transformed,  

perceived and experienced from a variety  of ontological 
notions that  are involved in ritual practices.  Landscapes 
can have overlapping meanings in terms of religious socio-
cosmologies. These landscapes can even become battle  
fields, when different actors aim to use the same places 
for their  ritual  purposes.   We invite  papers  to discuss 
ritual  landscapes  through contemporary ethnography 
of rituals.  We ask how do people’s ritual  practices  
(re)produce landscapes?  What are methods  of produc-
ing  ritual  landscapes?  How are ritual  landscapes  em-
bedded  into politics and  economy  and  how do they  
produce  ritual  landscapes?   How does historicity shape  
ritual landscapes?  Furthermore, what  can we say about  
landscapes  in places where different religious ontologies 
coexist and merge, such as in the contexts  of urban  
metropolises? 

Anthropologists’ conferences as Temporary 
ritual landscapes  

DAMIÁN-OMAR MARTÍNEZ,  
Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious & Ethnic 
Diversity, Germany 
damianomar.ma@gmail.com 

Drawing on Goffman’s notion of everyday interaction 
rituals –but going a step further– Randall Collins (1998) 
understands conferences, workshops, discussions and other 
similar meetings of scholars as the quintessence of academic 
rituals. In these events, scholars from different places (de-
partments, cities, regions, countries) get involved in highly 
ritualized face to face interactions where both ‘the sacred 
object of “truth”’ and the sense of belonging to a bigger 
community emerge. Thus, according to Collins, the sociolog-
ical study of thinking should start its analysis from these very 
concrete social situations. However, Collins gets his empiri-
cal materials mainly from handbooks of philosophy, and not 
from the detailed ethnographic analysis of everyday interac-
tions of academics. 

My aim in this presentation will be to work within Collins 
framework, but using ethnographic material gathered in 
three conferences of anthropology. Providing a comparative 
analysis of the three conferences, I will focus on three dif-
ferent aspects of anthropologists’ academic rituals. On the 
one hand, on the different ways anthropologists’ confer-
ences make use of specific spaces, creating temporary ritual 
landscapes [this will include also references to the smells 
and sounds (or the lack of them) in these ritual landscapes]. 
On the other hand, on the different ways these conferences 
facilitate the formation of a certain type of a scholar’s iden-
tity [apart from the disciplinary identity as anthropologists, 
there is also the sense of belonging to specific (in-
ter)national networks of anthropologists]. Finally, on the 
different ways in which these rituals relate to the ancestors 
of the (anthropological) community gathered in the aca-
demic rituals. This analytical experiment is part of a larger 
project in which I intend to produce an ethnography of con-
temporary anthropologists and anthropology. 

Collins, R. (1998). The Sociology of Philosophies. A Global 
Theory of Intellectual Change: Harvard University Press. 
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Landscape of Gods for the Khanty 

ART LEETE 
University of Tartu 
art.leete@ut.ee  

Khanty people in Western Siberia consider all space 
structured and managed by gods. According to the Khanty 
beliefs, world is vertically divided into several layers. Good, 
white gods rule upper parts of the world; the black gods of 
diseases and death inhabit the Underworld. This vertical 
model of the world is projected also horizontally to actual 
landscape. This horizontal mode of sacred landscape makes 
ritual practices intriguing and complicated to interpret in 
scholarly discourse. Humans stand always in the middle 
point of the world. Everything that is situated higher on 
actual landscape, towards upper streams of rivers, belongs 
to the domain of white gods and territories remaining 
downstream constitute the arena for black gods’ actions. 
This frame of the world is intertwined with another way of 
structuring the space around people. Simultaneously to the 
up- and downstream system, gods are divided in space ac-
cording to trajectory of the Sun. This way, white gods live in 
southern part of the world and black gods in the north. In 
real life, this double direction of gods’ landscape may cause 
some confusion. Rivers flow in different directions and up-
per places do not situate always in south from people. In my 
presentation I aim to discuss the ways in which ritual behav-
ior is managed on landscape, structured by gods according 
to seemingly ambivalent principles. Actually, there is never 
any confusion for people in managing everyday ritual ac-
tions or while organizing sacrificial ceremonies. I argue that 
this double system of sacred landscape does not obstruct 
any ritual actions but enables different interpretations and 
broadens possibilities for finding right solutions. This geo-
graphical flexibility reflects adaptive functions of the Khanty 
worldview that makes it possible for people to modify flu-
ently their survival strategies as a whole.  

Javanese Regional Council plenary meetings as 
ritualist soundscapes 

HEIKKI WILENIUS 
University of Helsinki  
heikki.wilenius@helsinki.fi 

The representative institution of Indonesia's local gov-
ernment is the Regional Council, where the public plenary 
meetings are ritualized to a high degree. The "landscape" of 
an assembly hall is the locus of these parliamentary rituals. 
In the light of the data that I collected from two Javanese 
Regional Councils in 2013–2014, of particular significance is 
the role of the soundscape in the plenary meetings. The kind 
of speech and sounds that are allowed and considered 
proper in the plenary meetings follows strict guidelines that 
are reminiscent of more long-running Javanese political and 
ritual forms. 

By analysing two cases, one considered a successful par-
liamentary ritual, and the other a failed one, I argue that the 
kind of politics that is celebrated in the parliamentary 
soundscape is at odds with the idea of a Reformasi Era 
(1998–) public that has the power to hold the councils ac-
countable. This is partly due to the way the ethical sound-
scape of the parliament is imagined. While in other parlia-
mentary contexts the focus of the ritual might be delibera-

tion, in the plenary meetings I observed the focus of the 
ritual is the celebration of consensus. Public deliberation is 
seen as a failure of the political process. This order is strictly 
regulated by the ritualized ceremony of the plenary meet-
ing. 

Even though the councillors' way of addressing publics 
radically differs in other political settings, they almost uni-
formly support the ritual form of the plenary meetings as 
appropriate for a parliamentary democracy. I argue that 
four distinct components reproduce this ritual landscape: 
Firstly, the idealization of consensus. Secondly, the general 
esteem for a ritual form that emphasizes uniformity. Thirdly, 
face-work that is seen as a moral obligation for the ritual 
participants. The fourth component is a speech form that 
emphasizes developmentalism. 

Assemblages of Sacred Spaces and Profane 
Barriers. The Case Study of The “Our Lady Of 
The Wall” Icon in Bethlehem  

ELISA FARINACCI 
University of Bologna, Italy 
elisa.farinacci2@unibo.it 

The period after the second Intifada witnessed the be-
ginning of the construction of the “barrier” also known as 
“security fence” or “segregation Wall”. If over 90% of the 
total length of this barrier consists of a multilayered fence 
system, the Bethlehem area witnesses the presence of its 
10% constructed section, which takes the form of a eight-
meter tall concrete wall. Although the Wall is widely de-
scribed as «a technique of strategic land appropriation that 
poses as an antiterrorist technology, [or] as an offensive 
political military technology … effecting economic, social 
deracination and psychic humiliation» (Brown, 29), since 
2004 it also commenced to develop as a space of prayer. For 
more than 10 years the Elizabethan nuns of the Caritas Baby 
Hospital have been gathering every Friday by Checkpoint 
300 to recite the rosary along the Wall invoking God’s help 
to dismantle it. Moreover, in 2010, Iconographer Ian 
Knowles painted the icon known as Our Lady of the Wall on 
one of the concrete slabs near the Emmanuel Monastery to 
enhance the moment of prayer. Through the adoption 
Latour’s notion of assemblages, we can analyze this Marian 
icon as establishing a shrine within the vibrant assembly of 
human and nonhuman agents hidden underneath the over-
arching “Wall” category. Thus, in this paper we aim to ex-
plore and analyze the ethnographic case study of the icon of 
Our Lady of the Wall as establishing a unique ritual space 
embedded within an assemblage of control and segregation, 
which interacts, disputs and intersects with the different 
agencies and trajectories of all the human and nonhuman 
actants involved in the assemblage called Wall. 

Initiations in the Contemporary Burmese Ritual 
Landscape 

BÉNÉDICTE BRAC DE LA PERRIÈRE 
IRASEC (CNRS)-Rangoon (Burma) 
benedicte.brac@cnrs.fr 

In Burma, we found a diversity of rituals pertaining to 
differentiated domains of religion. This rich ritual landscape 
is still now understudied due partly to the Buddhologist bias 
of most of the scholars looking at religion in Burma. This bias 
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is further reinforced by a tendancy of reformist or orthodox 
Buddhism to discard rituals all together. In other words, 
although not often heard about, rituals do matter in Burma 
precisely because they contribute to distinguish categories 
of actions according to their relative religiosity. This paper 
wil use a comparative analysis of a ritual class, namely that 
of initiations in the three main components of Burmese 
religion : spirit worship, Budhhist esotericism and Buddhist 
monasticism. By looking at how people are introduced in 
contrasted kinds of religious belonging –what the Burmese 
would call « paths »- it will be demonstrated that rituals do 
contribute to the construction and transmission of differen-
tiated worlds of behaviour, practice and understanding that 
resonate with each other while producing the impression of 
well bounded fields. In this way, it will be shown that rituals 
do contribute to the production and reproduction of an 
original Burmese ritual landscape. 

Media and ritual landscapes  

JOHANNA SUMIALA 
Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies, University of 
Helsinki 
johanna.sumiala@helsinki.fi 

How to study the ritualization of death in media-
saturated contexts, in which the old physical and the new 
virtual practices around death rituals often intertwine and 
overlap? This paper examines media as a ritual landscape by 
providing some conceptual and methodological clarifications 
and outlines for further research. The theoretical and meth-
odological reflection draws on media ethnographic field 
work conducted in a variety of mediated contexts including 
mass media and social media. Special emphasis will be given 
to ritualization of death after the Paris shootings in January 
2015. The paper re-thinks categories and perceptions of 
‘proximity’ and ‘distance’, along with the existing hierarchies 
between the ‘real’ and ‘virtual’ experience in relation to 
ethnographic fieldwork in the media and the relationship 
between the fieldworker and his/her field in the study of 
ritualization of death. The death ritual in the media are 
addressed not only as a reflection of the ‘reality’ offline, or 
something completely separate or isolated compared with 
the death ritual in the ‘real’ physical world. Instead, death 
rituals in the media are examined a kind of social perfor-
mance of action that move from one moment to another in 
media-saturated time and space. Death rituals in the media 
are discussed in a paper as performative practices of social 
action that embody creativity and should be thought of as 
simultaneous, co-present, an co-dependent, and the kind of 
performative practice that also embody different forms of 
participation. This type of approach also provides new in-
sights into the analysis of spectatorship as participation in 
and via the media. Finally, this type of approach to death 
rituals in the media permits further thinking about the ways 
in which the realties around these death rituals are framed 
and how these variable framings of reality alter the roles, 
self-images and identities that are constructed around those 
practices in multiple media-saturated temporalities and 
spatialities. 

How the deer shapes the landscape in Santa 
Teresa ueimarutse’e) of Nayar, Nayarit Mexico  

MARCELA HERNÁNDEZ CAMACHO 
El Colegio de San Luis A.C., México  
marcher1318@gmail.com 

The deer-dancing rituals are held every year amongst 
cora people (Náyeri) of Santa Teresa, Nayarit in Mexico. 
These rituals are added to one of the annual descent group 
ceremonies (The parched maize mitote). The deer dancing 
ritual or ‘playing the deer’ as best known by Náyeri of 
Kueimarutse’e is an extension of the night-long dancing that 
occurs during Parched Maize Mitotes1. Preparations for the 
ritual include a pilgrimage through the geographical territory 
where members of the descent group (maize bundle group) 
live. During the pilgrimage, young men of the sponsoring 
maize bundle group have to hunt a deer. The ritual cannot 
take a place if a deer is not hunted. Once the deer is hunted, 
a connection is made between the hunt for a deer and the 
hunt for a wife. The domestication of a deer is associated 
with the domestication of a woman at the deer dancing 
rituals. Hunting a deer means that young men of the maize 
bundle group kin are able to get married as they not only 
hunt a deer but a woman. Mitotes is a náhuatl word that 
means ‘feast dances’. This word has been extensively used 
in the region to explain the rituals associated with the culti-
vation cycle of maize amongst the Náyeri people. During 
these rituals, an indexical relationship between deceased 
ancestors, the maize bundle group kin and the geographical 
territory is made. Based on ethnographic fieldwork, this 
paper discusses the indexical relationship between the par-
ticipants of the deer-dancing rituals (deceased ancestors, 
men of the maize bundle group kin and the geographical 
territory) and the shaping of the landscape when hunting a 
deer is taking place.  

On blood and words, or, how certain objects 
turn into subjects, among the Mande (West 
Africa) 

AGNÈS KEDZIERSKA MANZON 
UT CAS-LISST 
akedzierskamanzon@gmail.com 

Among the Mande of West Africa, certain materials arte-
facts are considered as particularly powerful. These arte-
facts, locally called basi(w) or boli(w) may be of various sizes 
and shapes (round, oval, horn filled with substances, amal-
gams of separate elements such as shells, wooden statues,  
colas nuts, etc.). They are all covered with multiple layers of 
coagulated animal blood, offered to them during sacrifices, 
which makes their surface uneven and their appearance 
amorphous. In the past, they were the cornerstones of the 
ritual activities of the masculine initiation societies. Today, 
their usage is more individual: they are owned by masters 
who are contacted by other members of the community in 
need of the objects’ help and protection. These masters 
speak and conceive of their artefacts in terms of partners, 
which challenges the classical ethnographic description of 
fetishes and, more generally, ritual objects as symbols 
(cf.Kedzierska-Manzon 2013.). They engage, while acquiring 
their objects, into an ambiguous relationship, that is locally 
conceptualized as an alliance between a human male and 
non-human female and that has an impact on their sexuality 
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and affective life (Kedzierska-Manzon 2015a). Through the 
process of their mutual interactions within the ritual land-
scape, the objects turn into subjects. This paper intends to 
show the precise mechanisms of the construction of their 
subjectivity. This process relies, on one hand, on the bloody 
sacrifice that build the objects’ flesh (cf. Kedzierska-Manzon 
2015b), and on the other hand, on the specific words ut-
tered to address them, which shape their identity as the 
interlocutors of humans and powerful agents on their own, 
who are summoned to  act on behalf of their allies.  
REFERENCES: 
Kedzierska-Manzon, A. 2015a, "Le sacrifice comme mode de 
construction : du sang versé sur les fétiches (mandingues)", 
Archives des Sciences Sociales des Religions, forthcoming. 
‒‒‒‒‒2015b,"Corps et objet forts : le ‘fétichisme’ comme 
ascèse", Corps– revue interdisciplinaire, 12, éd. CNRS, forth-
coming.  
‒‒‒‒‒2013, "Humans and Things: Mande 'Fetishes' as Sub-
jects", Anthropological Quarterly, 86 (1), pp. 1115 – 1152. 

Participatory video: How to make a good 
documentary about the Wixarika pilgrimage? 

LEA KANTONEN 
Helsinki Collegium of Advanced Studies 
lea.kantonen@uniarts.fi and 

PEKKA KANTONEN 
Finnish Academy of Fine Arts 

The Wixárika people living in Sierra Madre Occidental, 
Mexico visit sacred places before making important individ-
ual or communal decisions. The most important sacred 
places are located towards the four cardinal points from 
Tateikita, one of the four self-governed Wixárika communi-
ties. The ancient routs leading to these four places are 
landmarked with waterholes, mountains and rivers, which 
are honoured as deified ancestors. Especially the pilgrimage 
leading to Wirikuta desert east of the Wixárika area is a 
highly sophisticated ritual drama. The journey follows tradi-
tional routes, though it is obstacled with ditches, fences and 
new buildings by the landowners. The worst threat, howev-
er, is a mining plan by a Canadian company right in Wirikuta 
desert. The mines would ruin the delicate ecology of the 
desert and change the landscape irrevocably. There have 
been many attempts to protect the route; it is even included 
in UNESCO´s tentative list of world heritage. 

The main aim of our fieldwork since 2014 is to teach 
Wixárika teachers video documentation. The pilgrimage to 
Wirikuta has been filmed many times by non-wixárika doc-
umentarists. In fall 2014, when we showed these films to 
Wixárika audience, the teachers of the secondary school 
Tatutsi Maxakwaxi were very critical. According to them the 
peak moments of the ceremonies were wrongly framed or 
missing altogether. The science teacher Muwieri Temai, 
supported by other teachers, started to plan a new docu-
mentary film. The teachers see it necessary to film all the 
ceremonies at all the halting-places of the pilgrimage route 
in order to document them for future Wixárika generations 
– especially if some of the places and landscapes will be lost 
forever. Before filming the long journey to Wirikuta, the 
teachers will film shorter pilgrimages to other sacred places 
and we shall edit them together. 

In our paper we shall reflect the Wixárika aesthetics and 
epistemology of filmmaking: how do the Wixárika teachers 
produce knowledge in their films? How do they valuate a 
”good” documentary? 

Social graphics of land in Andean and 
Mesoamerican comparative perspective 

FRANCIS FERRIÉ 
Centre EREA, Université Paris Ouest-Nanterre La Dé-
fense, France 
francisferrie1@gmail.com 

Mountains incarnating foundation ancestors, having a 
gender, sexual relationships and a family descent are com-
mon Andean beliefs. Kinship relations with mountains legit-
imate the exercise of political offices (cargos). Since both 
Andean and Mesoamerican ethnographies show similar 
features, can the comparison helps us draw a sociopolitical 
landscape making? 

Moreover, mountains are ambivalent nonhumans whose 
actions are associated to the calendar. On the one hand 
they provide the propitiatory such as fertility, on the other 
hand disasters. They can affect the weather, the crop har-
vest and the cattle herds, and they do not spare the human 
beings. 

The healer is the intermediary between humans and 
nonhumans. Through diagnostic nonhuman responsible of 
human sickness are designated by the healer who knows to 
cure: how, when and where to provide the nourishing ritual 
tables (mesas) to feed and please the nonhumans. 

As a matter of fact, the whole landscape (caves, rivers, 
woods, morning fogs…) is inhabited by nonhumans, and 
many stories are being told about them. For example, eve-
rybody knows the sites where one can be attacked by the 
Condemned - these former humans whose sins did not 
allow them to become ancestors and reach the mountain 
tops after their eschatological journey. 

Would misfortune and sickness caused by nonhumans, 
located in the landscape, draw a map of conduct and morali-
ty, a code written on the land? 

PANEL SESSION 7: GEOGRAPHIES OF CAPITAL-

ISM AND LANDSCAPES OF GLOBALIZATION 

Panel convenors: 
LENA GROSS  
University of Oslo 
lena.gross@sai.uio.no  

ELISABETH SCHOBER 
University of Oslo  
elisabeth.schober@sai.uio.no 

In  this  panel,  we will explore  “landscape”  as  the  
most  significant connecting  point between global and  
local processes of capitalism.  Inspired  by Anna  Tsing,  
we see landscapes  as spaces of exceptional  diversity  
where a number  of contentious encounters do take  
place.  Landscapes can figure as conjunctures in which 
historical  capitalist disturbances and  current exploita-
tions meet; they may function as spatial  articulations in 
which global economic projects confront local power 
constellations.  Landscapes are also spaces where both 
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stark boundaries and fluid transitions between urban  
and rural,  between industry  and other economic forms, 
between uninhabited and occupied terrains  can be 
found. 

For  our  panel,  we seek participants who will eth-
nographically explore  various  landscapes  of capitalism.  
Heavy industries,  mining, the extraction of oil and gas, 
and other forms of capitalist activity have turned entire 
regions into sites of growth and accumulation, which typi-
cally come with a significant social cost for those inhabiting  
the affected landscapes.  The progressive “expulsions” 
(Saskia Sassen) of people amidst the “overheating” 
(Thomas Hylland Eriksen) of our globe is a key issue we 
want to address: land and water grabbing, migration for 
the sake of industry  and jobs, or the rapid growth of 
informal settlements  in previously scarcely populated 
areas may be some of the spatialized effects of rapid eco-
nomic growth.  In the hope of examining some of the fric-
tions created by the volatility of the global neoliberal 
system and the versatile reactions to the concomitant 
rise of social injustice,  we urge participants to inter-
weave  their  small-scale ethnographic narratives with 
large-scale processes of global capitalism. 

Carving Turkey: Material Development, 
Infrastructural Power, and Land Appropriation 
around Bosporus 

BILGE FIRAT  
Istanbul Technical University and Binghamton Univer-
sity 
bfirat@itu.edu.tr 

At times of economic crisis and stagnation, the construc-
tion of railroads, highways, pipelines, tunnels, and bridges 
come as handy to government leaders, especially to those 
with regionalist-globalist aspirations, in their reinvigorating 
of their countries’ economies by means of developing mate-
rial infrastructures. Despite its critics, who remain at best 
skeptical of the role of infrastructural advancement in fos-
tering economic, but also socio-cultural and political integra-
tion between the centers and peripheries of global capital-
ism and argue that many such projects remain as “political 
dreamscapes” instead of serving successful examples of 
transregional integration, new political dreamscapes are 
opened up everyday to new client networks. Currently being 
promoted as a bridge and energy hub between Europe and 
Asia, Turkey champions infrastructural developmentalism in 
the areas of energy and transport envisioned to connect 
Europe, the Caucasus, and the Middle East by me! ans of its 
land and the many material infrastructures ranging from 
pipelines to bridges, to canals that are under construction in 
its territory. While the Turkish government, along with its 
domestic and supranational corporate allies, exhibit statal 
will that backs ambitious energy transport infrastructure 
construction projects through political rituals such carefully-
orchestrated public inaugurations of them, it tries to realize 
and legitimate the appropriation of peoples’ land and re-
sources by public financing and newly-instituted market and 
land laws. Such acts of appropriation, however, never go 
without public contention; those who are in/directly affect-
ed by extractions of their land and resources remain at best 
ambivalent towards the state’s infrastructural power in/over 
their lives. This paper first examines several of these infra-

structural political dreamscapes on energy (human labor 
and fossil fuels) transport connecting Eurasia to the wider 
European region en ! route via Turkey and the extractive 
arrangements for their well-being. It then moves into an 
examination of public contention over infrastructural devel-
opmentalism by looking into legal arrangements at the par-
liament and in courts. To conclude, it probes whether Tur-
key’s smothered EU membership bid can really be supplant-
ed with material (physical) integration. 

Spaces of restraints, spaces of freedom. The 
northern work camps as landscape in the 
tar/oil sands industry of Alberta 

LENA GROSS  
University of Oslo 
lena.gross@sai.uio.no 

The northern work camps in Northern Alberta are tem-
porary infrastructure to host the thousands of workers em-
ployed in the oil/tar sands industry. Container-like buildings, 
accessible often exclusively by private dirt roads  in the 
middle of the boreal forest, close only to the bitumen ex-
traction sites, look like the manifestation of modern capital-
ism. It shows the reconstruction of a formerly “wild” space 
into a controlled and organized place in order to maximize 
production. The camps and the infrastructure leading to 
them are often seen as a disruption of landscape, as they for 
example crisscross wildlife migration routes and therefore 
disturb fragile habitat. In my paper, I will argue that they are 
not merely a disruption of landscape, but that they simulta-
neously also form a new kind of restructured landscape of 
capitalism. I will look into questions of temporality and 
space and how they are related to new forms of labour and 
landscape in the area. 

“The Death of Alley Businesses,” or 
Geographies of Local and National Capitalism 
in South Korea 

ANTTI LEPPÄNEN 
University of Turku 
antti.leppanen@gmail.com 

In my paper I will treat the cultural categories of urban 
economic geography in South Korea as expressed and prac-
ticed by persons active in self-employment in residential 
neighborhoods and marketplaces, based on my earlier dis-
sertation fieldwork among shop-keepers of diverse estab-
lishments in a residential area, and post-doc research on a 
single branch of food-manufacturing self-employment in 
various locations. 

The major notion under examination will be “business 
area” (sangkwôn), which is common in bureaucratic as well 
as colloquial parlance, indicating geographic location, auspi-
ciousness for economic activity (revenues and profits) as 
well as containing associations to certain kinds of businesses 
and implying relations between traders and customers such 
as degree of intimacy.  

“Neighborhood business area” (or alternatively “alley 
business area”) has been implying small scale, intimacy 
between shopkeepers and patrons, and humanness often 
expressed in positive terms of Koreanness, while, on the 
other hand, having characteristics of lack of development 
and prospects. Already during my earlier research at the 
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turn of the 2000s, but especially in the early 2010s, there 
had arisen a discourse on the “death of alley businesses,” as 
some of my informants formulated it, as a consequence of 
encroaching corporate chains and large-scale retail estab-
lishments as well as the appearance and development of 
business areas in more auspicious locations such as major 
streets and subway station areas. 

In my paper I shall discuss how legal notions of “right to 
livelihood” as well as more abstract and culturally created 
and reproduced ideas of appropriate human relations of 
economy have been appropriated in struggles against cor-
porations and “big capital,” in accommodations to such 
changes, and in maintenance and reformation of identities 
based on these “social geographies” of Korean local capital-
ism. 

Pollution and Purification: Metaphors of 
Spiritual Danger and Social Inequality in 
Ulaanbaatar. 

SASKIA ABRAHMS-KAVUNENKO  
Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology 
abrahms@eth.mpg.de 

During the socialist period in Mongolia the electrification 
process metaphorically linked the socialist regime with 
‘light’ (gerel) and with the Western idea of enlightenment as 
both transcendent and illuminating (Sneath 2009). The end 
of the socialist period was accompanied by the rapid demo-
lition of state infrastructure. In many areas this process led 
to electricity shortages, the darkness of which was inter-
preted cosmologically by some to identify a period of com-
ing difficulties (Pedersen 2011).  

Whilst electricity shortages are still common, the far 
greater threat to ‘light’ in the city is the physical dimming of 
the once abundant natural light as the seasonal winter pol-
lution unfurls itself like a blanket over the city, transforming 
Ulaanbaatar into one of the top five worst cities for air pol-
lution in the world (Guttikunda et al. 2013).  

This talk will discuss the metaphorical aspects of pollu-
tion as it is tied to ideas about capitalism, corruption and 
social inequality. It is believed that if a person becomes 
polluted they will (both now and in the future) experience 
misfortune. A person can become polluted through their 
immoral actions (including activities such as mining which 
are seen to be morally dubious), from others’ immoral ac-
tions, or through accidental infractions against local spirits. I 
will discuss how the residents of Ulaanbaatar use pollution 
as a metaphor to understand, undermine and/or support 
social inequality. Secondly I will discuss how individuals and 
households interact with religious specialists and practices 
in order to purify themselves of spiritual and literal pollu-
tion. 
References: 
Guttikunda, S., Lodoysamba, S., Bulgansaikhan, B. & Dash-
dondog, B. (2013) ‘Particulate Pollution in Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia.’ Air Quality, Atmosphere and Health 6 (3): 589-
601. 
Pedersen, M. (2011) Not Quite Shamans: Spirit Worlds and 
Political Lives in Northern Mongolia. Ithaca: Cornell Universi-
ty Press. 
Sneath, D. (2009) ‘Reading the Signs by Lenin's Light: Devel-
opment, Divination and Metonymic Fields in Mongolia’ 
Ethnos 74(1): 72-90. 

Infrastructures of Globalization. Labour and 
Timespace Contradictions at a South Korean 
Shipyard in the Philippines. 

ELISABETH SCHOBER 
University of Oslo  
elisabeth.schober@sai.uio.no 

Shipyards are prime examples of fixed capital that dra-
matically reshape the landscapes they are built into. “Ninety 
Percent of Everything” (George, 2013) is moved across our 
planet in containerships these days, and shipyards may be 
understood as key nodes that enable this flow that sustains 
our economic system. By building ever larger, more efficient 
ships, these sites accelerate the movement of commodities 
across our planet – a process which is also made possible by 
the availability of cheap, abundant labor in the vicinity of the 
ship construction site.  

South Koreans have for many decades dominated the 
global shipbuilding sector. In recent years, however, the 
pressure from China has increased. In order to stay competi-
tive, one Korean shipbuilder has moved much of its con-
struction to the Philippines, where labour is significantly 
cheaper than at their old shipyard in Pusan, South Korea. 
Their offshoring project, however, has been contested by 
labour groups both in Pusan, where thousands of jobs were 
lost, and in Subic Bay, where their new shipbuilding site was 
eventually built.  

David Harvey has asserted that a central contradiction of 
capitalism lies in how it produces ever new landscapes of 
capital in order to resolve its inherent crisis tendency. The 
infrastructure built up in a certain terrain, however, can only 
function as a temporary solution to crisis, with the destruc-
tion of the same space at a later time being an integral part 
of the accumulative process. Inspired by Laura Bear’s asser-
tion that “labour is an act of mediation in the timespaces of 
global workplaces” (2014:71) I shall argue that Harvey’s 
seemingly lofty “spatial fix” that capital depends upon is 
negotiated, contradicted and contested by the embodied 
performances of workers on the ground. Both temporalities 
and spaces, I will show, are significantly reshaped by the 
critical interaction between the Korean shipbuilder and the 
workers whose physical labour it utilizes.  

References: 
Bear, Laura. 2014. “For Labour: Mrinal’s accident and the 

ethics of technological fixes in time,” Journal of the Royal 
Anthropological Institute special issue Bear (ed), Doubt, 
Conflict and Mediation: an Anthropology of Modern 
Time, 20 (S1): 71-88.  

George, Rose. 2013. Ninety Percent of Everything. New 
York: Metropolitan Books. 

Harvey, David. 2001. Globalization and the ‘Spatial Fix’.” 
In Geographische Revue, 2: 23-30.  

Mafia land-scapes: markets, cooperatives, and 
clans in a Sicilian juncture 

THEODOROS RAKOPOULOS 
University of Bergen 
Theodoros.Rakopoulos@sosantr.uib.no 

The Italian state, in an odd protective move, confiscated 
the land plots of dozens of Mafiosi in Sicily. These individu-
als, who controlled the global market of heroin, had invest-
ed locally in buying land, in order to establish social capital 
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in their villages, exclusively agricultural settings. The confis-
cated assets were distributed to ‘social’ cooperatives that 
have been cultivating the land plots for about a decade now. 

In this moment, we encounter a reverse process of that 
of dispossession and commodification – or at least an ideol-
ogy espousing a radical protectionism. The land is set out of 
the market and remains a property of the state, while its 
usufruct is bestowed to cooperative labour. The very ideolo-
gy of the confiscations and bestowments is that the land 
was ‘usurped’ from the community in an act of violent prim-
itive accumulation. It follows that its attribution to coopera-
tives amends this wrong, in a move to create and protect 
labour in an area of high unemployment. This move estab-
lished cooperatives as ‘enclaves of moral practice’.  

However, the coops were not immune to influence from 
the social arrangements of the bestowed land. Contentious 
encounters between Mafiosi and ‘antimafiosi’ took place 
continuously, in this setting of uncomfortable neighbour-
hood of land plots used by the cooperatives and other tracts 
still in the ownership of Mafiosi. This paper, taking on board 
the notion of neighbourliness as an analytical concept that 
seeks to ease the simplistic ‘us’ and ‘them’ dichotomies, 
strives to explore the continuity of landscape in social 
memory. This continuity is present in the work experience of 
many land workers of the coops, as they used to labour 
these very lands when they belonged to Mafiosi.  

Through shedding light in these memories of labour, the 
paper will underline this paradoxical situation, when what is 
often understood as exploitation and accumulation by dis-
possession meets a social memory that recalls the continuity 
of the physical and social landscape with a certain nostalgia.  

Exploring landscapes of capitalism: The case of 
the Camisea gas extraction project and the 
Machiguenga indigenous population in Cusco- 
Peru 

CYNTHIA DEL CASTILLO TAFUR 
University College London and Pontificia Universidad 
Catolica del Peru 
cynthia.delcastillotafur13@alumni.ucl.ac.uk 

More than 70% of the Peruvian Amazon is covered by 
hydrocarbon plots for exploration and exploitation. These 
plots overlap indigenous communities, protected natural 
areas, and territories reserved for isolated indigenous popu-
lations. The Camisea Gas Project (CGP), which is one of the 
largest gas exploration and exploitation projects in Latin 
America, has been operating since 2000 in the southeast 
Amazon of Cusco in Peru, in territory historically occupied by 
Machiguenga indigenous populations and known as one of 
the most biodiverse regions in the world. 

My research explores the impacts external gas corpora-
tions have on the Machiguenga way of life, with a particular 
focus on women. My fieldwork is based in the Machiguenga 
native community of Cashiriari, located in the lower 
Urubamba basin in the Amazon of Cusco.  Cashiriari village is 
directly impacted by the CGP as one of the Camisea gas lots- 
Lot 88- overlaps its territory, three quarters of which in-
cludes the Kugapakori Nahua Nanti Territorial Reserve, in-
habited by uncontacted tribes. Combining qualitative and 
quantitative research tools, I analyse the processes of social 
and economic transformation Machiguenga society undergo 
due to natural resource extraction projects in the area. 

Through the results of my study, I discuss to what extent 
the gas project has generated a variety of re-adjustments in 
Machiguenga community and household organisation.  The 
subsistence economy (through hunting, fishing, gathering, 
agriculture) has become insufficient, and making money has 
become a need; the traditional division of labour has shifted 
because of women and men’s (migrant) wage labour, in-
creasing women’s household burden; diversification of live-
lihood activities has become a feature of Machiguenga 
households, in particular among women; finally, there is a 
generalized perception among the community of material 
development but of decline in natural resources and cultural 
traditions. 

Fishers, knowledge and the oil industry’s 
responsibility in Mexico 

LIINA-MAIJA QUIST 
University of Helsinki 
liina-maija.quist@helsinki.fi  

Anja Nygren  
University of Helsinki 
anja.nygren@helsinki.fi 

This study examines the changing knowledges and the 
politics of corporate responsibility between small-scale 
fishers and the privatizing oil industry in Tabasco, south-
eastern Mexico. It analyzes the oil industry’s management 
of the fishing communities’ social and environmental griev-
ances as part of a larger, ongoing renegotiation of the rela-
tionships of responsibility between the oil industry, the state 
and the fishing communities at a time when the oil industry 
is under restructuration and is extending its activities in the 
coastal areas of the Gulf of Mexico. The study is based on 
material collected during ethnographic field research in 
Tabasco in 2011–2014.  The study shows how conflicting 
notions of knowledge and responsibility are articulated 
between different actors within the shifting resource poli-
tics. By drawing attention to disjunctures between fishers’ 
knowledge practices and oil corporations’ discourses on 
responsibility, the study shows how fishers make sense of 
the shifting politics of corporate responsibility, whereby the 
terms of resource access and the legitimization of the oil 
industry’s activities are under considerable change. 

This study examines the changing knowledges and the 
politics of corporate responsibility between small-scale 
fishers and the privatizing oil industry in Tabasco, south-
eastern Mexico. It analyzes the oil industry’s management 
of the fishing communities’ social and environmental griev-
ances as part of a larger, ongoing renegotiation of the rela-
tionships of responsibility between the oil industry, the state 
and the fishing communities at a time when the oil industry 
is under restructuration and is extending its activities in the 
coastal areas of the Gulf of Mexico. The study is based on 
material collected during ethnographic field research in 
Tabasco in 2011–2014.  The study shows how conflicting 
notions of knowledge and responsibility are articulated 
between different actors within the shifting resource poli-
tics. By drawing attention to disjunctures between fishers’ 
knowledge practices and oil corporations’ discourses on 
responsibility, the study shows how fishers make sense of 
the shifting politics of corporate responsibility, whereby the 
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terms of resource access and the legitimization of the oil 
industry’s activities are under considerable change. 

Landscapes of “progress”: hope and despair in 
an irrigated desert 

ASTRID BREDHOLT STENSRUD 
University of Oslo 
a.b.stensrud@sai.uio.no 

In the course of the last 30 years, the pampa of Majes in 
Southern Peru has been transformed from an unpopulated 
desert to fertile and productive land, where business is 
thriving and the population is soaring. This paper will de-
scribe the conjunction of agencies and materialities that 
have made – and is still making – this landscape, and it will 
explore how the relations to the new landscape is expressed 
and contested. On the one hand, Majes is seen as a green 
paradise of opportunities, and on the other hand, as a cha-
otic place that is growing out of proportions at an accelerat-
ed speed. 

In the highlands, peasant farmers are forced to leave 
their fields because of the effects of climate change and 
market economy, and many of them come to the Majes 
Irrigation Project where there are promises of work as land 
labourers, factory workers or in the informal economy. The 
desert surrounding the Irrigation Project is invaded by 
groups of migrants in search of a new home, and the lack of 
regulation has resulted in an increasing number of illegal 
land trafficking, property conflicts and violence, in addition 
to problems of providing drinking water and sanitization. 

Moreover, people are lured to Majes because of future 
prospects of more water, land and jobs with the second 
stage of the project, Majes-Siguas II, which involves the 
construction of a new dam in the highlands and the irriga-
tion of 38.500 hectares of land, which is predicted to be 
dominated by big agro export companies. 

These landscapes are produced through projects of mo-
dernity and progress, but they also produce new kinds of 
frictions and contestations. The paper will discuss what 
kinds of material and social relations that are made, focusing 
on issues of ownership and class. 

Mining Industry, Power and Diverse Wants – 
Reflections from Two Mining Areas 

SATU RANTA-TYRKKÖ 
University of Tampere 
Satu.Ranta-Tyrkko@uta.fi 

While mining industry generally alters landscapes and 
changes patterns of land use, practices of mineral extraction 
also often highlight the rent-seeking behaviour typical to 
capitalism, namely the attempt to maximize the chasm 
between the market value of the resource and the cost of its 
extraction. My presentation focuses on two mining regions, 
one in Northern Finland, the other in Eastern India. Despite 
many and to some extent incomparable difference between 
the two contexts, in their respective national contexts both 
have been earlier perceived as peripheral and economically 
stagnant, and in both the mineral extraction of today gets 
enmeshed with different temporal and political contests. 
These include conflicts over the resources as well as liveli-
hoods and jobs, and involve a number of interest groups and 
stakeholders with different political and economic weight. 

Thus, in both also attempts to secure the prerequisites of 
the continuity of indigenous culture(s) as well as nature 
conservation efforts are easily polarised by the need of job 
creation and economic investments. My presentation dis-
cusses the ways in which power, powerlessness, and the 
wants of different stakeholders are implicated in the land-
scapes of these two regions. The presentation is based on 
data acquired through interviews and ethnographic partici-
pant observation during intermittent periods of fieldwork at 
the two sites. The work belongs to my on-going postdoctoral 
research project that explores the nexus of the ecological, 
social, and economic consequences of mining industry for 
local minority and low-income groups and individuals in 
regions of mineral extraction, and the implications of these 
consequences to social work.  

Stick-handling through global and local 
discourses of capital: hockey, mobility, and 
language. 

EMANUEL DA SILVA 
University of Jyväskylä 

Sport has long been one of the many ways of structuring 
nationalist landscapes. While it continues to serve nation-
building projects today, the development of professional 
sports in late capitalism, and the consequent intensification 
of athletes and material capital circulating across local and 
global borders, create contested spaces where transnational 
economic projects intersect with local politics of identity and 
language (Besnier 2012, Del Percio & Duchêne 2012, Ring-
bom 2012). This paper is based on a preliminary ethnogra-
phy exploring the materiality and discourses surrounding 
the circulation of Finnish and Canadian male ice-hockey 
players between professional leagues in North America 
(NHL, AHL) and Finland (SM-Liiga) – more specifically, Finns 
playing in Toronto and Montreal, and Canadians playing in 
Jyväskylä and Turku. In these spaces, traditional lo-
cal/regional loyalties and national pride intersect with the 
circulation of international elite players, with their own 
landscapes of loyalty. The genealogy of “local” teams and 
leagues also reveals global corporate investments with dif-
ferent connections to local contexts and national identities. 
As Campbell (2011:47) observes, “the local market opens 
the cultural arena not only to transnational competition but 
also to an alternative market with a global logic.” In this 
paper, we explore the following questions: How do individu-
al players negotiate these different logics? What are the 
material conditions and consequences of their mobility? 
What role do language and identity play in this? How is their 
linguistic and cultural difference seen an obstacle to or a 
catalyst for success on and off the ice? Are their sociolinguis-
tic repertoires commodifiable as symbolic or material capi-
tal? Since professional sport continues to invest in global 
labour markets which profit from mobile, transnational, 
multilingual labour and bodies, this multi-sited ethnography 
on hockey can explore the complex dynamics in which lan-
guage, identity and late capitalism shape landscapes of 
localization and globalization. 
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Reinscribing Remains: The Politics and Poetics 
of Landscape in Germany's Ruhr 

CYNTHIA BROWNE 
Harvard University 
cbrowne82@gmail.com 

This paper uses the notion of industrial “remains” as a 
point of departure for examining the effects of global struc-
tural change on the urban landscape of Germany’s Ruhr 
region. Through a series of case studies, I examine how 
industrial ruins and Brachen (wastelands) have become 
contested material and symbolic sites for narrating both 
alternative histories of the Ruhr, as well as imagining new 
futures. In the first section, for instance, I discuss how state-
funded top-down initiatives to re-adapt such sites as part of 
the re-invention of the Ruhr as a “new” cultural metropole 
have resulted in the emergence of what I call post-industrial 
lieux de memoire, sites of material memory that emerge 
less from a preoccupation with a loss of the past, as in their 
classical formulation (Nora 1989) and more out a concern 
with futurity, which the achievement of a new historical and 
sociological state. In my paper I argue that the social pro-
duction of these lieux de mémoire 1) contribute to the gen-
eration of a strong linear narrative of transformation regard-
ing the region and how the investment in this narrative 
contributes to a devaluing and marginalization of modes of 
historical knowledge and forms of social memory that un-
dermine this teleological tale, and 2) instantiate new modal-
ities of forgetting at the level of bodily memory, constituting 
a contradiction between semantic meanings of these sites 
as spaces of heritage and history and their pragmatic ones 
as places of leisure and recreation.  In the second section of 
my paper I present alternative uses and narrations of dere-
lict industrial sites that bear witness to how the transfor-
mation of the Ruhr’s landscape through “neo-
industrialization” is intimately linked to 1) new geopolitical 
formations in the context of globalization and 2) growing 
economic disparity and class difference in the Ruhr.  

PANEL SESSION 8: ICTS, WELLBEING AND DE-

VELOPMENT IN AFRICA: OPPORTUNITIES, PO-

TENTIALS AND CHALLENGES 

Panel convenor: 
PERPETUAL CRENTSIL 
University of Helsinki 
perpetual.crentsil@helsinki.fi 

The widespread use of the internet and mobile phones 
in Africa has attracted studies of information, communi-
cation and  technology  (ICT)  and  development in Afri-
can  countries.   Great  focus has been on the  ICT  (includ-
ing  mobile technology)  landscape  as key to better 
healthcare delivery services in resource-poor  settings  in 
Africa, in business,  gender,  sociality,  education and  
other areas of development.  This panel seeks to bring 
together  papers on new media and development in 
Africa concerning health,  education/learning, com-
merce/banking, etc.  The panel aims to focus on empiri-
cal  and  theoretical evidence  of opportunities, poten-
tials, limitations/challenges and complexities in use of 
ICTs to improve health  outcomes,  education,  micro-

entrepreneurship, etc. The panel intends  to promote  
dialogue between research and policy-making,  so, papers  
by both academic researchers and persons working or inter-
ested  in policy and practice, e.g., representatives of gov-
ernments,  institutions and NGOs are welcome. 

New Communication paradigm for Awareness 
Creation on Rural Healthcare Delivery in 
Nigeria: The Case of HIV/AIDS and Malaria 

CHINENYE NWABUEZE 
Anambra State University, Nigeria 
cdnwabueze@yahoo.com 

Terrorism may be dominating media focus in Nigeria to-
day. But before the advent of this insecurity issue certain 
killer diseases were silently terrorizing Nigeria, and indeed 
other African nations. Among these diseases are HIV/AIDS 
and malaria. The records of how Nigeria suffers under these 
two diseases are scary. The question then is to what extent 
have the media in Nigeria played sensitization and aware-
ness creation roles against these diseases? This is what this 
paper analytically examines, discussing the challenges and 
suggesting functional strategies what achieving goals in this 
area. The paper further suggests a multi-perspectival com-
munication approach which harnesses the various media in 
a persistent campaign targeted at rural healthcare delivery, 
especially against the spread of HIV/AIDS and malaria 
among rural and sub-urban dwellers. 

M-Health and HIV/AIDS initiatives in Africa: 
Policy Issues and Challenges  

PERPETUAL CRENTSIL 
University of Helsinki, Finland 
perpetual.crentsil@helsinki.fi 

Using my own ethnographic research data from Ghana 
in 2010-2011 and an intensive literature review in 2013, this 
paper explores experiences, policy issues and challenges in 
implementing, scaling up, and sustaining mobile phone-
based health projects in HIV/AIDS initiatives in Ghana, South 
Africa, and Uganda. The use of mobile technology for health 
outcomes, known as mobile health or m-Health, has been 
advocated as an innovative tool for improving both access 
to and quality of health care, including faster health infor-
mation flow.  

At its most basic level, the concept of using ICTs to pro-
pel health and development is a paradigm which presup-
poses that the availability of, and access to, ICTs will lead to 
improved health outcomes. Yet, there are peculiar draw-
backs. In Ghana, for example, some users might have multi-
ple subscriptions but many patients have no access to 
phones, and there also exist institutional and organisational 
obstacles, which justify the scholarship (e.g., Han 2012) 
cautioning against enthusiasm and optimistic views that 
mobile phones will incontrovertibly improve health out-
comes in low-income societies.  Policy issues and challenges 
for sustainability and scalability operations require a closer 
attention and evaluation. The paper concludes that the 
problem remains how projects can be scaled up, the institu-
tional arrangements, and how various stakeholders can co-
operate to provide applications in affordable and sustaina-
ble ways (Tenhunen 2013), in order to help AIDS patients 
and those most affected by HIV/AIDS in Africa.  
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Expressions of Cross-border Solidarity: 
Remittances, New Media and Health 
Interventions in Cameroon 

PRIMUS M. TAZANU 
Inst. of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Freiburg, 
Germany 
tazanu@yahoo.co.uk 

Communication and transportation technologies are at 
the forefront of transnational practices and processes; they 
facilitate and intensify cross-border connections. Popular 
amongst the communication technologies is the mobile 
phone that has significantly altered the way people coordi-
nate and navigate social relationships and also how they 
locate friends and family within and across borders. Just like 
many people in other continents, Africans have embraced 
the mobile phone in order to deal with problems of physical, 
emotional and financial exigencies. My presentation focuses 
on the significance of this mobile technology in health care 
interventions in Cameroon; it facilitates the coordination 
and transmission of vital monetary resources from migrants 
to non-migrants. By unveiling the emergency interventions, 
the paper uncovers the importance and the content of re-
mittances within the Cameroonian transnational social rela-
tionships. It also delves into expectations that are directly 
linked to instant and direct communication between actors. 
Empirical data is drawn mainly from multi-sited fieldwork 
conducted among Cameroonian migrants in Freiburg (Ger-
many) and Buea (Cameroon).  

Mobile phones, ideology and gender equality: 
opportunities and challenges for mobiles for 
development (M4D) 

RACHEL MASIKA 
CLT, University of Brighton  
r.j.masika@brighton.ac.uk 

As an integral element of everyday life, mobile phones 
shape and are shaped by daily practices of social production 
such as gender.  Drawing on social constructionist perspec-
tives, this paper explores gender ideologies in everyday 
discourse and their unequal consequences for mobile phone 
use by urban female street traders in Kampala, Ugan-
da.  Street trading is a sizable part of the urban informal 
economy which in turn represents the majority of urban 
work in Kampala.  As relatively early adopters of mobile 
phones, urban street traders’ experiences shed light on the 
possibilities and challenges of m-development. 

Analysing qualitative data gathered from in-depth inter-
views with six female traders and a mixed gender focus 
group from 102 survey participants that were part of a 
broader study on mobile phones, agency and development, 
the paper interrogates agency and development outcomes 
enabled by mobile phone landscapes.  Gendered discourses 
illuminate   socio-material representations and practices and 
their implications for well-being, economic and socio-
political achievements as well as achieving greater gender 
equality were examined.  Gender ideologies of respect, 
obligation and separate spheres were identified and how 
socio-technological processes framed access and use legiti-

mating and reproducing inequalities.  Findings suggest that 
although mobile phones constitute an efficient means of 
delivering public services and enabling individual and collec-
tive agency, gender equality outcome are variegated.  The 
potential of mobile phones to reduce inequalities is hin-
dered by normative and situated historical, material and 
socio-political conditions that reproduce or replicate ine-
qualities in socio-material practice through discours-
es.  More work needs to be done on empowering women in 
multi-dimensional areas and countering limiting ideologies 
in order to harness the potential benefits of mobile 
phones.  Understanding the bases of gender ideology and 
their discursive reformation provides valuable insights into 
possible entry points for policy and practice. 

Ebola in Africa: The ICT Vaccine 

MARYAM CHLOÉ PERVAIZ  
Karachi American School, Pakistan 
m.c.pervaiz@gmail.com  

The widespread transmission of Ebola in Africa has been 
the subject of top news stories in 2014. In Sierra Leone, 
Liberia and Guinea thousands of cases have been reported 
of which most were fatal. The international community has 
joined forces to respond to this deadly crisis. Based on re-
views of media and scholarly articles, I will examine how 
ICTs have empowered those involved in this struggle: isolat-
ed patients using cell phones and Skype to talk to family 
members, health-workers in remote locations making timely 
communications with base stations to order vital medical 
supplies,  at-risk communities warned by social media net-
works about symptoms and preventive measures, global 
health organizations harvesting data to generate patterns 
which make outbreak predictions possible and philanthro-
pists inspired by news stories to  support those who have 
lost their families and means of livelihood. Depicting ICT 
solutions symbolically as an ICT vaccine, my poster will 
demonstrate examples of problems encountered in control-
ling the spread of Ebola, showing data on the level of ICT 
before and after the intervention. It will include an analysis 
of the success and challenges of the intervention in the case 
of each example as well as the potential for the overall well-
being of the populations facing such diseases in Africa. 

PANEL SESSION 9: INFRASTRUCTURE AND MO-

BILITY 

Panel convenors: 
NORA SCHRÖTER 
Stockholm University 
schroeternora@gmail.com  

JENNY LINDBLAD 
Stockholm University 
jenny-lindblad@hotmail.com 

Infrastructure has emerged  as a widely debated re-
search  field in anthropology.  In this  regard, Latour  
states  that “flying is a property of the whole associa-
tion  of entities  that include airport and planes, launch  
pads and ticket  counters.  B-52s do not fly, the U.S Air 
Froce flies” (Latour, 1999, 182). 
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Recently, and in line with Latour, Larkin (2013) de-
scribed infrastructures as networks of material forms  
that enable  the  movement of goods,  ideas  and  
people.    This  panel  aims  to  focus on infrastructure’s 
operational dimensions,  meaning how goods, ideas and 
people are being moved. We wish to discuss the concep-
tual space that  this focus creates, where assemblages of 
human and non-human actors that  condition mobility 
can be considered. From this perspective, the attention 
is drawn to how mobility unfolds in different ethnographic 
settings.  What technologies, institutions and actors are 
involved?  How is the assemblage of the these technolo-
gies, institutions and actors facilitating and  condition-
ing mobility?   How do these  assemblages  shape  human  
thoughts and experiences? 

For this panel, we welcome papers  that  explore how 
various kinds of assemblages of human  and non-human 
actors  facilitate  or hinder  mobility.   The  focus lies on 
how mobility  is conditioned; rather than  on people’s 
trajectories and  experiences  of mobility.   Furthermore, 
we encourage reflections about  the analytical  value of 
attention to infrastructures in mobility studies. 

Landscapes of mobility and the making of 
'immutable mobiles' in family reunification in 
Finland  

ANNA-MARIA TAPANINEN 
University of Eastern Finland 
anna-maria.tapaninen@uef.fi 

Family-related immigration has become a major 'chan-
nel' for long-term legal migration into Europe. I find the 
terminology regularly used telling: channel, indeed, that is 
built of flows or (mixed) inflows of immigrants. These aquat-
ic wordings evoke an image of an uncontrollable arrival of 
aliens, legal or illegal.  To select the eligible immigrants and 
asylum-seekers and exclude others,  'facts' are made and 
weighed together, 'averaged out' and  'made  flat' (Latour 
1986).  The evidence takes the form of different inscriptions:  
in addition to documents, summaries of interviews and 
other material evidence, also the 'truth from the body' in-
scribed in the reports of DNA analysis. The long and perilous 
journeys are made legible in these inscriptions that can 
further be imagined to represent 'immutable mobiles' 
(Latour 1986, 1987). The evidence, like official documents, is 
immutable and like maps and graphs, it can travel, span 
space and time. This quest for truth stands in stark contrast 
to actual mobilitties  and the dynamics of relatedness.  By 
looking at the appeals and  decisions related to  family reu-
nification in the Administrative Court of Helsinki and at in-
terviews of the people concerned, this paper discusses the 
coming together of incommensurate facts  in the way peo-
ple narrate their perilous travels, prolonged separations, 
and ubiquitous threat and, on the other hand, in the way 
the authorities condition mobility by turning the narratives 
and other evidence into easily measurable and falsifiable 
facts.  

“Not in the same boat”: class nuances and 
institutionalized ambiguity of Polish temporary 
mobility to Finland     

ANNA MATYSKA 
University of Tampere 
anna.matyska@uta.fi 

The paper indicates how ethnographic look at the infra-
structure helps to distinguish class nuances of different 
forms of mobility, including those that are indistinguishable 
at first sight. The paper focuses on circulatory, temporary 
and legal mobility of manual workers from Poland in Fin-
land, considered as the homogenous working class in the 
literature. The paper looks at their employment and legal 
status and how it conditions their mobility and transnational 
class experience. As a starting reference point the paper 
takes my ongoing ethnographic research on Polish transna-
tional posted workers, that is workers posted by their regu-
lar companies or staffing agencies to work abroad for short-
term projects, and analyzes their status against other types 
of temporary workers from Poland.  

Polish transnational posted workers represent a particu-
lar category of mobility produced by national and pan-
national European Union institutions. Because they move 
under the provision of services, they are physically present 
and work in Finland, yet they often pay insurance and taxes 
in Poland; despite legality of status they do not count as 
immigrants in Finland and immigration or local labour laws 
do not always apply to them. One can argue that many (if 
not all) temporary migrant workers live in the state of trans-
national in-betweenness and precarity, but the paper argues 
that this is institutionalized more for some than for others.  
What people can do, but perhaps even more importantly 
what they think they can do and where their social affinities 
lie is linked to the infrastructure in which their mobility is 
embedded. The paper concludes that institutionalised am-
biguity of mobility is sometimes sufficient to create distrust, 
docility and fear which divides migrant workers amongst 
themselves and against local population, preventing a com-
mon class voice.  

Timber floating as heterogeneous 
infrastructure: conditioning flow on the Kemi 
River in Finnish Lapland 

FRANZ KRAUSE 
Tallinn University 
franz@tlu.ee 

This paper analyses the large-scale timber floating cam-
paigns on the Kemi River during the 20

th
 century as socio-

material infrastructures. Based on evidence from oral and 
local histories and material culture, it traces how timber 
movement from far-flung forests to centralised wood-
processing facilities was achieved by configuring an array of 
techniques with the specific flows of the Kemi River. These 
included the regulation of water discharge on smaller 
streams, the operation of barriers to store and release logs 
on the river, the subdivision of the catchment into river 
stretches managed by individual rafting teams, and the 
movements and practices of large numbers of people from 
the catchment and beyond. Framing this configuration as 
infrastructure allows investigating how timber floating con-
ditioned particular movements (of people, animals and 
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materials) and inhibited others, without having to press its 
constituents into a classification of ‘social’ and ‘natural’ 
elements. An infrastructure approach also facilitates tracing 
the frictions of timber floating with other river uses, notably 
fishing and hydroelectricity generation, as well as the condi-
tions for its rise and the circumstances of its demise. The 
paper concludes by illustrating how timber floating on the 
Kemi River was part of a much wider set of social and mate-
rial relationships that conditioned this particular infrastruc-
ture. With a change in these wider relationships, including 
rural outmigration, increased mechanisation of forestry, and 
the extension of the road network throughout Finnish Lap-
land, this infrastructure became obsolete.   

Facilitating Birth 

SANNA POELMAN 
Stockholm University 

The purpose of my master's research is to obtain an an-
thropological understanding of issues related to birth giving 
and risk management through my case study of home birth 
in Ireland.  

Since the late sixties Ireland's maternity care has been 
carried out in the realm of obstetricians and gynaecologists, 
with intervention and medication being the guiding meth-
ods. However, there are some mothers that do not want to 
have a hospital birth exactly because of its medicalized con-
text and opt instead for the alternative, a home birth. What I 
have been looking at is how the material infrastructure of 
birth contexts may either facilitate or halt women's birth 
processes depending on its intersection with the birthing 
woman's birth preferences and morals.  

For example the Irish home birthing mothers I have 
talked to emphasize the importance of a familiar and private 
home context. The perception that one knows where the 
coffee cups are or how to turn on the stove during the la-
bour process at home makes this particular context a more 
comfortable, and thus suitable place to give birth in. No 
person will enter the birth space unless separately invited, 
and the absence of medicine and birth control machines 
makes the mother feel more in control. Because of this, 
feelings of anxiety and uncertainty are absent in the home 
context while perceptions of safety and control are preva-
lent.  

In relation to a hospital context, the same mothers stat-
ed that just the idea of having to go to a hospital to give 
birth in, a context where beeping machines, screaming 
mothers, and technology predominates, make them anxious 
and stressed. These emotions may be harmful for the la-
bouring woman to progress and are thus discouraged. What 
I aim to show through this master's thesis is the importance 
of the material infrastructure through which birth as a pro-
cess is negotiated, enhanced and facilitated.  

Lost in Cape Town 

GIOVANNI SPISSU 
University of Manchester 
spissugiovanni@hotmail.com 

For the purpose of this panel I intend to explore the rela-
tionship between the practice of urban disorientation and 
the process of defamiliarization. Specifically, I intend to 
discuss how urban disorientation can be taken as an ethno-

graphic tactic aimed at exploring the city, and how, through 
the city, we can generate a defamiliarized viewpoint in its 
inhabitants. In my research in Cape Town between 2011 and 
2012, I took urban disorientation as an investigative tactic to 
observe the process of signifying Cape Town's urban places 
in the post- Apartheid period. Taking inspiration from Wal-
ter Benjamin's Berlin Childhood around 1900, in which 
the author draws a parallel between the experience of get-
ting lost in a foreign city and exploring memory, I sought to 
build a research methodology to explore the city through 
urban disorientation. Getting lost in the city's streets with 
some of its inhabitants, I explored how they attributed par-
ticular meaning to the city's places and related it to their 
personal experiences. In this panel, I intend to focus on the 
urban pathways taken with Desmond, a taxi driver originally 
from Zimbabwe who had been in South Africa for over ten 
years. As I got lost in the streets of Cape Town with Des-
mond, he and I went back over different places that he re-
lated to events of his life. This let him explore the city "as if 
for the first time." 

A Cold War childhood, or, an infrastructural 
phantasmagoria. 

STEVE COLEMAN 
Maynooth University, Ireland 
Steve.Coleman@nuim.ie 

After World War II, American infrastructures of mobility 
and war became almost indistinguishable. From the Inter-
state Highway System to air traffic control networks and 
space exploration, the ends of war provided the means of 
new mobilities, while the exigencies of technological labour 
demanded that families like ours frequently relocate. The 
military aspects of this everyday technology of mobility 
remained hidden, vast and sublime, objects of rumor and 
wonder, along with the self-evidently insane military logics 
which animated them, techno-logics waiting to be parsed by 
Heller, Pynchon, Kubrick. We, children of the Cold War, 
listened to our fathers tell its bedtime stories - a vast secret 
computer, strange apparitions on radar screens, the near-
nuclear war in 1962, memories of older wars - played with 
its discarded surplus technological junk, slept with its night-
mares, and later, assembled its rumors and chipped away its 
propaganda facade to discover its secret histories. Wishing 
to avoid 'autoethnography', I'd prefer to attempt an au-
to(motive)ethnography, trying to theorize ourselves as the 
creatures of this vast infrastructure, as its progeny, its as-
semblages, while trying to learn from our imaginative en-
gagements with its poetics. I will suggest that this poetics 
was that of a phantasmagoria or sequence of dream-images; 
following Walter Benjamin, I suggest that infrastructure's 
'poetic' and 'practical' functions are not very distinct. 

PANEL SESSION 10: LANDSCAPE AND MEMORY 

Panel convenor: 
KATJA UUSIHAKALA 
University of Helsinki 
katja.uusihakala@helsinki.fi 

Landscapes anchor, embody and evoke social 
memory and are intrinsically  tied to the formation of 
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people’s identities.  They are understood  to do so not as 
passive platforms onto which meanings are pasted  and  
through which they  are articulated, but  rather as 
themselves  formed  through engagement with particular  
people, their cultural practices and memories. In this 
sense landscapes may be regarded  as mnemonic devices 
to recall a shared  history  and to act as moral guides.  In 
remembering  landscapes,  natural elements – such as 
mountains, hills or rivers – or human  built forms – such 
as ruins, shrines or monuments – may be used as mne-
monic tools and arenas of moral debate  that enable 
people to remember  and talk  about  the past.  For 
groups of people removed from the  places they  re-
member  through migration or diaspora,  this com-
memorative aspect  of landscapes  becomes particularly 
significant and  may engender  various  kinds of pilgrim-
age  and memory travel.  Another area where the con-
nection of landscape, identity and memory is pertinent is 
the debate  concerning  heritage.  Heritage  sites as loci 
of commemorialization often dramatize the history  of a 
nation/place or commodify its past,  while material  
objects like monuments and memorials are tied in com-
plex ways to social discourses of remembering. 

This  panel  invites  papers  that  ethnographically ex-
amine  issues related  to  the  ways  in which landscapes 
and their memories are tied to people’s identity process-
es as well as papers that  explore the commemorative 
aspects of landscapes such as heritage, memory travel, 
or material  triggers of memory.  More theoretical  anal-
yses of the above issues are also welcome. 

Knowing from underground: landscape and 
cavers between ritual identity and moral 
action. 

ANDREA BENASSI 
Università di Roma La Sapienza 
andrea.benassi@uniroma1.it 

In the Natural Park of the gypsum's mountain, (Italy), 
understand the landscape is not easy. In addition to the 
external landscape, there is another hidden one. A land-
scape composed by all the caves discovered and explored 
over time from caving clubs. The rock and its networks of 
vacuum, in this perspective become non-human actors full 
of meanings, experiences and human memories. An esoteric 
landscape, known and experienced by a few people, but 
that at the same time constitutes a public heritage. 
Knowledge of these caves has in fact led to the foundation 
of this Park  and its public image. This particular geo-scape, 
through the practice of caving is created, and at the same 
time is filled with symbolic values and rituals. Speleology, 
suspended between knowledge and engagement with the 
rocks and vacuum, also becomes a way to project this hid-
den landscape, outside, through devices such narrative, 
maps and photographs. It creates something that becomes 
image and metaphor for a deeper and more real knowledge 
of Nature. The set of caves, at the same time discovered and 
created, generates a new geography. A geography in which 
caves appear a kind of sacred spaces, linked to the idea of 
wilderness. Traces of a new vision of Nature and its protec-
tion. At the same time the practice of caving, creates paths 
and places that interweave with existential events; places 
full of names and memory. For example the clubs have ded-

icated many caves in the area, to the memory of their de-
ceased speleologists. Almost a kind of ancestors that help to 
create a new landscape and topography capable of embody-
ing sweat and blood, memories and glories. A space where 
knowledge of the landscape becomes educative and moral 
at the same time, creating a new taskscapes. 

Narratives and memories of Koli National Park  

KIRSI LAURÉN 
University of Helsinki 
kirsi.lauren@helsinki.fi 

Koli Natural Park in Eastern Finland is famous for its’ na-
tional landscapes and intangible cultural heritage. During 
the era of National Romanticism and Karelianism at the turn 
of the 19th and 20th century the Koli landscape inspired 
Finnish artists. Through their works (e.g. paintings, litera-
ture, music compositions) Koli impressed itself into the 
minds of Finns. In consequence, Koli functioned as a spiritual 
symbol in the struggle for national identity. Today Koli is still 
one of the most famous national landscapes in Finland. This 
paper presents the aspects of the contemporary environ-
mental narratives that tell about the personal memories of 
Koli. The central research question is: how are the land-
scapes in the national park narrated and giving meanings 
today? 

The research is based on texts written by authors who 
took part in a public writing competition in Finland 2013. 
Participants were asked to tell about their experiences of 
visiting and hiking in the national parks of eastern Finland. 
All the 30 narratives that deal with Koli contained stories 
about meaningful places and landscapes, and human-nature 
interactions. Some of the authors have lineages in Koli area 
and they may have a parents’ or grandparents’ home or a 
second home there. Naturally, this creates a special in-
volvement with the area. Generally, the tourists have gone 
to the national parks mostly to relax and to increase their 
mental and physical wellbeing. Retelling previous studies, 
the contemporary narratives are emphasizing the national 
significance of Koli’s landscapes. Longing for a place of the 
romantic past and looking for Kalevala-like landscapes are 
present in the narratives of modern travelers. 

In this research, the idea is to look into narratives and in-
vestigate the writers’ personal signifying processes that 
come up in different narratives. I have interpreted the nar-
ratives in the framework of cultural oriented landscape 
research. 

Remembering the wetlands. Commons, 
placenames and collective memories in the 
rural landscape of Emilia.  

LORENZO MANTOVANI  
University of Bologna, Italy  
lorenzo.mantovani3@unibo.it  

This paper seeks to understand how specific physical el-
ements of past and present landscapes are connected to 
collective identities. The study begins with an account of the 
historical transformation of the landscape of Emilia’s low 
plains in Northeast Italy. The region was for centuries com-
posed of wide areas of wetlands and forests located in the 
plains between the Apennines and the Adriatic Sea. Water 
has always been an essential element in the life of human 
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communities in this region. On the one hand, rivers and 
canals were the most important communication and trade 
routes, and water was also indispensable for cultivation of 
crops, such as hemp and rice. On the other hand, water 
formed large marshes of backwater – a setting, which pro-
moted the spread of malaria and other diseases. Moreover, 
until today the irregular path of rivers provokes dangerous 
floods, rendering the life in the area risky.  

Since the Middle Ages, this landscape hosted one of the 
few forms of rural commons still present in Italy – the so-
called Partecipanze – whose purpose was the improvement 
of those marginal lands. Centuries of human activities relat-
ed to agriculture and land drainage profoundly changed the 
landscape of rural Emilia. Nevertheless, water and forests 
remained fundamental elements for the collective memo-
ries of the rural communities, as suggested by local place-
names and the recent re-creation of wetlands, today con-
ceptualized as «natural heritage».  

The study offers a long-term perspective on the «tempo-
rality of the landscape», highlighting its processual character 
(Ingold, 2000). The physical elements considered significant 
by these communities – even if they are no longer present – 
are charged with symbolic meanings which inform memo-
ries cultivated by the collective identity. In those marginal 
lands, the entanglement of environment and society also 
challenges the classic nature/culture divide, offering new 
perspectives on the relationship between landscape and 
memory.  

 

Walking through – Cultural Landscapes and 
Choreographic Patterns 

JAAKKO SIMOLA 
Jaakko.simola@welho.com 

Choreography is a practical concept to form new ethno-
graphical knowledge concerning cultural landscapes in dy-
namic sense. It makes it possible to combine different kinds 
of information in varying scales and in meaningful ways in 
accordance with phenomenology and its methodological 
traditions. By walking through with additional historical data 
is one of the used ways to approach the choreography of a 
landscape. 

Perceiving as well as living in a landscape means always 
motion. The structure of an environment – especially paths 
and ways – forms locally unique and recognizable choreog-
raphy or a choreographic pattern. It is in connection with 
cultural forms and interpretations. Patterns can change in 
history and they can be reloaded with new meanings. On 
the other hand special places that are regarded meaningful 
can create, maintain or concentrate motion and choreo-
graphic patterns. The historical embodied practices with 
environment may be very powerful and partly the continua-
tion of a landscape occurs also in memories although not 
necessary literally shared.  

By researching motion and choreography of a landscape 
we can not enter directly to a realm of historical people’s 
way of thought or values, but we will reach some detailed 
knowledge of historical structures in a landscape and further 
strong embodied experiences people might have lived 
through with it. Analyzing motion and routes of landscapes 
as well as changes of perceiving, meanings and depictions 

linked with them supports holistic understanding of envi-
ronmental dynamics and practices in historical perspectives. 

Evaluation of cultural heritage sites and landscapes 
should be based on the fact that even if concrete elements 
have been changed, the rhythms of motion, density of 
meanings and perceived routes can be unchanged – and 
they may be essential for the quality of a landscape and a 
community living with it.    

Lost glory or poor legacy? Mining pasts, future 
projects in rural Sierra Leone 

ROBERT PIJPERS 
University of Oslo, Norway 
r.j.pijpers@sai.uio.no 

The 50's and 60's were prosperous years in Lunsar, the 
biggest town of Marampa chiefdom in the Northern Prov-
ince of Sierra Leone. However, the closure of the mines, a 
dwindling economy, and a 10 year long civil war turned it 
into a place where poverty reigns. Yet, the re- opening of 
the mines in 2006 and the expanding iron-ore industry in-
jects a feeling of excitement and of hope for better days to 
come, or to come back. 

Marampa´s mining history has created a social and phys-
ical landscape that becomes especially significant in the 
context of the re-establishment of the mines. This paper 
demonstrates how different actors in Marampa draw upon 
the area´s iron ore mining past as part of an engagement in 
the production of a future, to frame ideas and expectations, 
as well as to develop a social commentary on what happens 
today. The paper thereby explores the concept of the field 
as a temporal site in which ideas of past, present and future 
are anchored in social process of celebrating and silencing 
pasts. 

The social and physical legacy of the past iron ore mining 
project of DELCO, becomes to serve as a strategic outlook to 
maximize the opportunities that the re-establishment of an 
iron ore mining industry might bring or to criticize the failure 
to deliver on people´s expectations. 

While doing so, a wide range of actors participate in a 
strategic political process of socially forgetting (or silencing) 
and celebrating certain elements of the past. Within these 
processes of negotiation different versions of the past are 
produced, different elements highlighted, which provides 
different opportunities for the formulation of futures. 

Memory and popular protest: tracing conflict in 
the Santiago cityscape 

Siri Schwabe 
Stockholm University 
siri.schwabe@socant.su.se 

Santiago de Chile is a city in many ways marked by con-
flict. Its layout, and especially the stark differences between 
its wealthy districts to the north-east and the poverty-
stricken neighborhoods toward the south and west of its 
vast territory, attests to the inequality that has come to 
characterize Chilean society. This inequality has strong roots 
in the country, but has been remarkably on the rise over the 
last few decades following the military coup in 1973 and the 
subsequent transition to democracy which was initiated 
following a plebiscite in 1988.  

mailto:siri.schwabe@socant.su.se
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However, the appearance of the city and the visible trac-
es of its recent past is only part of the story of conflict that 
remains embedded in its grand plazas and humble homes, 
its heartlands and borderlands, its shopping malls and its 
slums. On a daily basis, the cityscape buzzes with human 
activity as people move through the vestiges of past unrest. 
Quite often, these movements take the shape of collective 
protest, of marches through spaces where many others 
have come before them. Influenced by a well-traversed 
repertoire of protest, these manifestations draw on both 
the cityscape itself and on an array of past events that have 
taken place within it, thus regularly bringing the past back to 
life by reenacting scenes of previous conflict. In this presen-
tation, I want to focus on the potential that might lie within 
this sort of reenactment and explore the possibilities of an 
engagement with the cityscape which looks to both past and 
future. 

If memory is the past made present, I want to ask, how 
does memory make future? In more straightforward terms, 
how do memories of past conflict, state violence and popu-
lar contestation inform practices of protest which look 
ahead, and what is the role of the cityscape in this dynamic? 
 

Forgetting and Remembering the ‘Wilderness’: 
Pakeha Belonging in New Zealand 

CAMERON BOYLE 
University of Canterbury, New Zealand 
cameron.boyle@pg.canterbury.ac.nz 

This paper theorizes white settler or ‘Pakeha’ relation-
ships to New Zealand’s ‘wilderness’, in order to demonstrate 
the way that landscape and memory are intertwined 
through cultural processes of remembering and forgetting, 
and how such processes shape Pakeha identity. Stephen 
Turner has argued that, for Pakeha, settlement is a continu-
ous cultural process of forgetting or remaking the past, 
through which white settler culture makes claims of belong-
ing in New Zealand. I argue that there has been an historical 
transition in Pakeha understandings and interactions with 
New Zealand’s wilderness, from colonial perceptions and 
uses of such environments, now seen as problematically 
destructive and Eurocentric, to attempts at physically and 
conceptually ‘decolonizing’ them. Moreover, these attempts 
centre around Pakeha embracing the flora, fauna, and eco-
systems of New Zealand’s indigenous, ‘pre-European’ or 
‘pre-human’ environments, perceived by them as ‘pure’, 
‘pristine’, ‘untouched’ wilderness, and attempting to recre-
ate and protect them through conservation and law. I argue 
that these attempts at decolonizing have not resulted in a 
‘postcolonial moment’ for New Zealand’s wilderness, but 
instead represent a new claim of Pakeha belonging in rela-
tion to these environments. Furthermore, this claim is that 
the wilderness represents all ‘New Zealanders’, whether 
they are Pakeha, indigenous Maori, or otherwise, and it is 
therefore a claim of national identity which ignores the 
historical complexity of these different cultural groups’ rela-
tionships to such environments. I theorize how, through this 
claim, Pakeha attempt to forget their colonial interactions 
with the wilderness and remember and recreate such envi-
ronments as they were in their pre-European or pre-human 
past. I use Gilles Deleuze to theorize how this double 
movement of Pakeha settlement in New Zealand is an at-

tempt at starting settlement anew or beginning it again, 
becoming what Patrick Evans calls ‘the settlement of set-
tlement’, through which the white settler can become indig-
enous and belong.  

‘God’s own country’: landscapes of memory in 
an ex-Rhodesian diaspora community 

KATJA UUSIHAKALA 
 
This paper examines how white former Rhodesians, who 

have immigrated to South Africa after Zimbabwe’s inde-
pendence, remember and story about landscapes of colonial 
Rhodesia and in so doing make enduring, affective claims of 
belonging to the land they have left behind. The landscape 
the memory narratives are embedded in, and which they 
form and shape, is construed as bush, bundu, country or 
wide open space. The meanings attached to such landscape 
are varied; they range from a spiritual space to something 
malevolent and threatening, on to portraying the land as an 
unrestricted resource and potential possession. What these 
contrasting associations have in common is that they all 
depict an empty space, a landscape devoid of human in-
volvement and engagement. The paper proposes that the 
cultural construction of the bush as an empty space is not 
only about re-establishing the colonial pioneering discourse 
of civilizing and taming the conquered spaces, as much of 
the literature on settler communities would argue. The 
bush, I suggest, is also significantly linked to ideas about 
moral values of wilderness and authenticity of the pristine 
nature. Further, the paper aims to show how landscapes, 
locales and their stories serve as pivotal mnemonic devices 
for recalling a shared history and thus become emblematic 
in the construction of the diaspora community.   
 

Struggle Over Landscapes: Claiming a Historical 
Ownership to the Spaces of Israel/Palestine  

TIINA JÄRVI  
University of Tampere  
Jarvi.Tiina.L@student.uta.fi  

Rock, photos of Jerusalem, Jaffa and other cities and vil-
lages, rural landscapes with olive trees. And on the other 
side of the coin, destroyed villages and forests planted to 
hide them, renamed streets and villages, excavations and 
references to biblical history. These are examples of the 
Palestinian refugees’ ways of remembering their lost homes, 
and of the ways in which the state of Israel tries to fade out 
the history of Palestinian presence from the landscape. And 
on the both sides, attempts to prove historical belonging 
and rootedness Israel/Palestine.  

Tim Ingold writes in his book The Perception of the Envi-
ronment (2000, 189) that landscape carries a record of past 
generations, those who dwelt within it and thus left there 
something of themselves. Claiming an ownership to the 
landscapes of Israel/Palestine through building histories is 
an ongoing struggle, and Palestinian refugees living in the 
surrounding countries state their belonging by remembering 
these landscapes in different ways.  

With the same dedication in which Palestinians want to 
commemorate and state their rootedness to the Palestinian 
landscape, Israel has worked to eradicate it. For example, 
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the history and geography books taught in Israeli schools 
tend to skip over the Palestinian history in the land and 
paint a picture of Jewish landscape based on the time be-
fore diaspora almost two millennia ago.  

In my paper I will explore the ways in which Palestinian 
refugees claim ownership and belonging to the landscapes 
of historical Palestine, and how they use the imaginary of 
those landscapes in their political struggles. I will also look at 
the practices through which Israel has tried to hide the “Pal-
estinianess” of the landscape and to replace that history 
with its own markings. I will study the role remembering, 
memory work and history building has in all this. 

Kurujärvi –Remembered drowned home village 

ANNA-LIISA VÄYRYNEN  
University of Oulu 
anna-liisa.vayrynen@oulu.fi 

Lokka reservoir began to be built at the turn of 1960-70-
century in order to safeguard Finnish energy production. 
The final plan was completed in 1966 and according that the 
Lokka reservoir was placed in the northern part of the mu-
nicipality of Sodankylä. The consequence of process five 
villages were abandoned as they were left under the reser-
voir. The process cut off generations-long relation to the 
place, it decisively affected the livelihood of the acquisition 
and it was emotionally heavy process. 

I study one of these five villages, Kurujärvi. How this 
saami village residents reminisce through old pictures their 
old home village, the former way of life, everyday life and 
residential districts. Research concerns environmental 
change, the significance of the experiences of home place 
and how the experienced loss is raised in remembrance 
speech. I wonder how the loss of place of residence has 
been affected to the former inhabitants’ life management 
and how long they remember old places.  

The study provides new information about the local 
people ways to cope with the situation, where the old home 
have to be left due to the construction of hydropower. The 
study identifies the social construction of hydroelectric 
power, both positive and negative, for the local population. 
It helps to understand the social processes associated with 
the loss of home region and adapting to a new residential 
region perspective of local people. 

Personal view of human past often focus on everyday 
life and the surrounding environment. Through photos the 
former inhabitants of village Kurujärvi return to their former 
home village milieu. Person will see lot of such things in old 
photographs, which in the photo is not visible. Old photo-
graphs recall the way of life and residential districts of the 
former home village. The memories are clear and even de-
tailed descriptions of life, even though the recollection ex-
tends in time decades ago. Community regulates the way of 
reminiscence and determine what things are worth remem-
bering. 

Reminder of Lapland’s Dark Heritage – 
Norvajärvi German Cemetery as a site of 
commemoration  

EERIKA KOSKINEN-KOIVISTO 
University of Helsinki 
eerika.koskinen-koivisto@helsinki.fi 

After the Finnish-Soviet ‘Winter War’ (1939–40), Finland 
turned to Germany for help and came to cooperate with 
Germany’s 1941 attack on the Soviet Union. Some 200,000 
German troops were based in Finland, mostly in the north-
ern parts of the country. Towards the end of WWII, Finns 
turned against their former German brothers-in-arms, which 
led to the so-called ‘Lapland War’ and large-scale devasta-
tion of northern Finland when German troops ended up 
‘burning down Lapland’. As a result, about 15 000 German 
soldiers died in Finnish frontiers.   

The question of Finnish-German relations has remained 
a sensitive topic for a long time and only recently become 
critically reassessed. This heritage of a difficult and traumat-
ic period is largely unvalued, ignored and intentionally for-
gotten. Nonetheless, the remains of German sites and mate-
rial do constitute an element of northern landscapes that 
locals and tourists have come across and lived with since the 
war. Recently, the value and meaning of that German mate-
rial heritage has also become subject to public discussion in 
northern Finland. 

In this presentation I scrutinize the experiences of Finn-
ish people who visit the only official monument of WWII 
German presence in Finnish Lapland, the Norvajärvi German 
cemetary located in Rovaniemi found in 1963. I analyze blog 
writings and virtual travel diaries as well as interviews and 
writings of the visitors of the cemetery. What motivations 
drove them to visit the site and how do they describe the 
experience? How do they see and relate to Lapland’s dark 
heritage? This research is part of multidisciplinary research 
project Lapland’s Dark Heritage.  

Ambiguous presences: Missing persons and 
land mines in post-war Bosnian landscape 

LAURA HUTTUNEN  
University of Tampere 
laura.huttunen@uta.fi and 

MARITA EASTMOND 
University of Gothenburg 
marita.eastmond@globalstudies.gu.se 

This paper explores the various traces on the Bosnian 
landscape left by the violent conflict in Bosnia between 
1992- and1995. Living through the conflict changed inevita-
bly the way in which local people experience the landscape. 
In this paper we concentrate on two specific aspects of this 
change: missing persons and land mines. When the war 
ended in 1995 there were some 30 000 people reported 
missing in Bosnia, the majority of them civilians. As it turned 
out, most of them were dead, and located in various mass 
graves hidden in Bosnian landscape. Now, in 2015, after 20 
years of looking for and identifying the missing, there are 
still some 8000 people missing, presumably located some-
where in the Bosnian soil. 

The unexploded landmines still littering the postwar 
Bosnian landscape analysed by Henig (2012) form an inter-
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esting parallel.  Thousands of mines are still uncleared, af-
fecting many hundreds of communities.  Hidden bodies and 
mines are remnants of war and carry a particular explosive 
charge when unearthed,  politically as well as  personally.  
We explore their meanings to those affected in the realms 
of  a politics of ambiguity,  death,  memory,  and sorrow.  
We also explore the ways in which these invisible presences 
affect people’s perceptions and projects in their everyday 
lives - for instance, landmines restrict the everyday produc-
tive as well as leisure-time  use of the  landscape and require 
particular local knowledge of the landscape to navigate the 
potential danger. 

 

PANEL SESSION 11: LANDSCAPE AND NEW POL-

ITICS OF NATURE  

Panel convenors: 
ANU LOUNELA  
anu.lounela@helsinki.fi 

JENNI MÖLKÄNEN 
jenni.molkanen@helsinki.fi  

TUOMAS TAMMISTO 
tuomas.tammisto@helsinki.fi  
University of Helsinki 

Discussing the human-nature relations,  politics of 
nature, and the production  of nature, anthro- pologists 
have focused on the concept of landscape.  In these 
discussions landscape  is not merely a view, or stage  for 
action,  but  a relational concept  referring  to configura-
tions  of humans  and non-humans  across a terrain.  
Landscape  is then “the world as it is known to those 
who dwell in it”, and a “pattern of activities ‘collapsed’ 
into an array of features” (Ingold).  These formulations of 
landscape  stress  the  importance of process, power, 
activity  and  creativity in the  making  of environments. 

The recent rush for land,  forests, and minerals  has 
created  rapidly  changing  landscapes.  These processes 
prompt us to ask not only what kinds of landscapes are 
produced, but also what kinds of actors produce them. 
We are interested  in new forms of sociality and landscapes 
formed through the  interaction between  actors  of differ-
ent scales, such as transnational corporations and  local 
communities.  We ask, what is the role of humans, spirits, 
plants, animals, cash crops, and material in the making of 
landscapes? 

By foregrounding  these  questions,  the  panel  ex-
plores  the  theoretical debates  of sociality  and materi-
ality: the claim according to which human  consciousness 
and activity  are informed by the distinct  material  prop-
erties  of objects, resources, and environments.  It also 
addresses the critical view in which the focus on mate-
rialities displaces and fetishizes the concern with hu-
man  values and political agency.  Furthermore, we ask 
what kinds of concepts (for example network,  friction, 
ontology) are most productive  for exploring new land-
scapes and sociality. 

We invite papers that critically engage with the no-
tions of activity, landscape, and the new politics of na-
ture. Papers  that  are based on solid ethnography and 

case studies of particular landscapes are especially wel-
come. 

Luangan Rituals as Relational Landscapes 

ISABELL HERRMANS 
University of Helsinki 
isabell.herrmans@helsinki.fi 

Belian curing rituals among the Luangans of Indonesian 
Borneo are described as paths along which offerings of re-
spect and food are brought to the spirits. Like the paths 
along which the Luangans travel through and in the local 
rainforest environment, which quickly become overgrown 
with tangled secondary growth if not actively used, the 
paths that form Luangan ritual landscapes are created and 
maintained through continuous usage. Recurrent practice of 
rituals invokes and enacts relations with a diversity of non-
human beings in the environment, and superimposes a 
ritual landscape upon the natural landscape. In this paper I 
study ritual as an activity in a landscape, which is materially 
and historically mediated. I will study the construction of the 
landscape through the practice of making spirit houses and 
shrines from natural materials collected from the forest, 
which is used to feed various categories of spirits at their 
abodes, through interspecies communication in the form of 
omen birds, and through examples of the practice of search-
ing for human souls and negotiating with spirits at different 
places in the Luangan environment, such as the groves of 
primary forest (simpung) left uncleared by swidden cultiva-
tion and oil palm plantation. Ritual negotiation with spirits in 
these cases forms an example of a “progenerative unfold-
ing” of relationships in Ingold’s sense, whereby human and 
nonhuman agencies are co-constituted through interaction 
across a terrain. 

Northern Directed Landscape 

PANU ITKONEN 
University of Helsinki 
panu.itkonen@helsinki.fi 

I analyze here the landscape of Sevettijärvi Northern Fin-
land as a relational concept, as a stage of action, and I reveal 
how the landscape has been created. The state regulates 
and directs actions of all users of nature and modifies there-
by the landscape of Sevettijärvi. I claim that actions of the 
state have diminished, directly or indirectly, the Skolt Sami 
ways to use nature, as well as the adoption of such state 
promoted industrial values as specialization and mechaniza-
tion. 

The state authorities have supported the centralization 
of reindeer ownership, and always less Skolt Sami have the 
possibility to benefit economically from nature through 
reindeer. The centralization has caused a remarkable decline 
in the reciprocity relationships among the Skolt Sami in 
reindeer separations. The central state administration has 
also increased the number of predators by its predator poli-
cies and made the life of reindeer more difficult. 

Professional fishing and ptarmigan hunting ended long 
ago among the Sevettijärvi Skolt Sami, and the gathering of 
cloudberries has nearly disappeared as an income source. 
Moreover, the traditional self-sustaining use of natural re-
sources has diminished as the Skolt Sami community has 
declined. These trends have opened up possibilities for 
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outsiders, newcomers, and visitors for instance in fishing, 
hunting, gathering, and reindeer herding. Through examples 
I demonstrate how animals and plants are connected to 
human lives. 

I argue that the central state administration has not 
been neutral in relation to northern nature. Some of its 
regulations and policies have turned out to favour visitors, 
newcomers, and people of centres. The generative and 
leading role of central administration and the passivity of 
political actors are 

problematic in these processes from the point of democ-
racy. Consequently there is reason to develop new means 
for the protection of Skolt Sami culture and its relation to 
landscape. 

Collecting things and counting money. 
Reflections on a fruit season in West 
Kalimantan, Indonesia 

TIMO KAARTINEN 
University of Helsinki 
timo.kaartinen@helsinki.fi 

In Polanyi’s argument, the market increasingly pene-
trates the world of reproductive social relations wherever 
capitalism takes hold. Recent debates have pointed to the 
complex geography of this process and to people’s variable 
responses to the financial abstractions that large-scale eco-
nomic interventions impose on them. This paper focuses on 
cash crops as intersections between market rationality and 
collecting – the oldest human livelihood. It asks what people 
make of the phantom presence of the market when “there 
is no price,” or the price is too low to make it worthwhile to 
collect a specific product, and what kinds of properties and 
values they recognize in things that they nevertheless collect 
from their environment. 

Back on the fields: travels, places and skills 
learned 

TORGEIR KLEIVA 
torgeirkleiva@gmail.com 

The people living in the northern Calchaquí Valley in the 
Andes Region of North West Argentina have a long history 
of movement. In some communities today nearly all adult 
men and most women have experiences of travels and oth-
er places. Some have experiences of far away places, such as 
Buenos Aires or even Patagonia, while others have worked 
in the lower valleys of the region, often in the agricultural 
industry. While many left never to return, those that have 
returned bring with them experiences and memories of 
other places and landscapes, but importantly also with skills 
learned on these travels. 

Drawing on long term fieldwork in the farming commu-
nity of Palermo Oeste this paper will explore the ways that 
movement, experiences of other places, and skills acquired 
when on travels become part of everyday life for the people 
living in the community. It aims to illustrate the manner in 
which these experiences become part both of the way that 
people think about themselves and their own lives, and in 
the way that people come to view each other. But crucially, 
it also seeks to show that behind ‘place making’ and place 
bound stories, there are also very practical aspects, such as 
preparing fields for planting, building, etc. and that these 

everyday activities become closely connected to the places 
where they unfold. In other words, it focuses on the way 
that places are also the locations for embodied experiences, 
but in a very practical manner through everyday activities. 

At the foundation of this paper is the phenomenological 
realisation that everything we do and experience takes place 
somewhere, and that that somewhere is never far away as 
skills learned in these places are performed in everyday 
settings or when events/activities that have taken place are 
remembered and talked about. 

The National Landscapes of Mining in New 
Caledonia: History, Identities and Expectations  

MAIJA LASSILA 
University of Helsinki 
maija.lassila@helsinki.fi 

During recent years the extraction of mineral resources 
around the world has expanded in an increasing rate. An old 
colony of France, New Caledonia in the South Pacific, is 
estimated to hold world’s 2nd largest nickel reserves. The 
small territory has already for a long time been in the pro-
cess of decolonization and it is about to have an independ-
ence referendum no later than 2018. This paper focuses on 
the contradictories of global mining industry on New Cale-
donia’s main island Grande Terre and its Northern and 
Southern provinces. In the two provinces two nickel refiner-
ies built in the 2000’s are connected into differing land-
scapes of power, identity, and historically built political and 
social tensions between the indigenous Kanaks and the 
French settler population. The “Refinery of the North” was 
originally built from resource nationalism of the Kanaks. 
However, the “Refinery of the South”, which has caused 
many environmental incidents during recent years and 
which has made a “pact” of social responsibility with the 
southern Kanak communities, continues the social and eco-
nomic disparities between the Kanaks and the more eco-
nomically powerful settlers. I argue that in these cases of 
mineral extraction are bind differing aspirations, imagina-
tions and expectations of the colonized population- and 
what is thought possible for the future. 

Producing landscape and values in Central 
Kalimantan 

ANU LOUNELA 
University of Helsinki 
anu.lounela@helsinki.fi 

Almost 80 percent of the Province of Central Kalimantan 
has been converted for mining and industrial plantation use. 
Further, nature conservation projects and recently climate 
change mitigation efforts occupy large tracts of land that is 
understood either as customary land or state controlled 
forest estate. In my paper I will explore how social and ma-
terial landscape – plants, trees, water ways, soil, animals, 
and humans and their ancestors - is made “valuable” 
through climate change mitigation programs such as REDD+ 
(Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degra-
dation). REDD+ is a global market-based climate change 
mitigation effort that attempts to enhance forest conserva-
tion and rehabilitation mainly by giving monetary rewards to 
the local populations for their nature rehabilitation work. 
Furthermore, being both social and forestry scheme, it en-
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hances forest-based livelihood systems such as, for instance, 
rubber tree cultivation, and educate people for carbon trade 
and calculation. These efforts to produce “valuable” nature 
have effect on how local populations relate to material and 
social landscape. The paper will focus on how Ngaju Dayaks 
cope with the changes in social and material landscape, 
what kind of moral choices they have to make in the face of 
those changes, and what kinds of effects REDD+ scheme 
may have on those populations and landscape in Central 
Kalimantan. 

Land, place and hydrocarbon development in 
the Sahtú, Northwest Territories, Canada: 
Conflicting natures and the continuation of 
‘northern frontier’ versus ‘northern homeland’  

MORGAN MOFFITT 
University of Alberta 
moffitt@ualberta.ca 

In October of 2013 it was announced that ConocoPhillips 
Canada’s plans to do exploratory hydraulic fracturing in the 
Sahtú region of the Northwest Territories (NWT) had been 
approved by the National Energy Board of Canada. This 
marked the first regulatory approval for ‘fracking’ – the 
conventional term for the controversial extraction method 
known as hydraulic fracturing – in the Canadian subarctic; 
however, it is far from the first oil and gas extraction in the 
territory. Oil companies first explored this remote region of 
northern Canada in the 1930s and extraction has since been 
a reality of daily life, despite the evanescence that accom-
panies boom and bust industry. The current development 
site, and several others that have since completed explora-
tion, are located near the hamlet of Tulít’a, a community of 
nearly 600 Dene and Métis, indigenous peoples for whom 
the land and waterways hold cultural and spiritual signifi-
cance, and where locals continue to travel, hunt, trap, and 
fish. This exploration has been met with much debate 
throughout the region and has enlivened local and territorial 
discussions regarding Dene and Métis peoples’ relationships 
with the land, water, animals, and each other. Local per-
spectives of the land are intertwined with family histories 
and development histories, challenging the ideas about 
what makes local landscapes and how they are perceived 
and depicted. This paper examines how the indigenous 
peoples of Tulít’a conceptualize landscape and place in the 
context of past and present hydrocarbon development. 
Focusing particularly on the social imaginary of landscape 
and development and ‘the stories people tell’, I question 
how past and present experiences of extraction clash with 
the narrative of the frontier and the nature/culture dichot-
omy. 

Landscapes of conserved and cultivated 
natures 

JENNI MÖLKÄNEN 
University of Helsinki 
jenni.molkanen@helsinki.fi 

The paper focuses on technological and political choices 
making landscapes of environmental conservation and agri-
cultural practices, specially vanilla cultivation practices in 
rural Madagascar. Madagascar is the “hot spot” for envi-
ronmental conservation with 90 % of flora and 80 % of fauna 

being endemic. It is also world’s biggest vanilla producer, 
producing 70-80 % of the world’s consumed vanilla. In 2013 
following the guidelines of the UN and IUCN to protect 10% 
of every country’s major biomes as stated in the 2010 Con-
vention on Biological Diversity targets, Madagascar met the 
10 % requirement of areas under protection. At the same 
time e.g. World Bank and IMF promoted that more than half 
of Madagascar’s land could be potentially used for expan-
sion of cultivated area. However, land is a sensitive matter in 
Madagascar and in 2009 industrial agricultural project of 
South Korean company Daewoo that wanted to lease land 
(1,3 million ha) for 99 years in order to cultivate palm oil led 
to violent coup d’etat. 

In northeast Madagascar, vanilla cultivation is an inti-
mate work of care that from Malagasy cultivators’ point of 
view. However, vanilla’s character as a consumed good 
enforces the image of its origins and place. Here, the eco-
nomic and social practices make it difficult to delimit biolog-
ical nature outside humans. At the same time in ecotourism 
it is essential that exotic animals and plants are expected to 
be experienced in a pristine nature that, however, is built in 
a way that is accessible to foreign tourists. Focusing on culti-
vation practices and conservation efforts I elicit a political 
contradictions and coincidences between the cultivated and 
modern conserved nature and processes of making these 
natures. 

Palmoil landscape 

PUJO SEMEDI 
Gadjah Mada University 
pujosemedi@ugm.ac.id 

Expansion of palm oil in West Kalimantan has produced 
enormous wealth in West Kalimantan but it has to be paid 
with a long list of thorough societal change. Swidden lands, 
rubber fields, secondary forest, even swampy area are con-
verted by thousands hectares to give space for the new 
crop. The province highly diversified tropics environment 
metamorphosed into monotonous view of palm oil fields. 
Village life are re-organized from river system oriented into 
road grid oriented. Market exchange is planned to be pro-
cessed through formal farmer cooperatives in place of the 
old personalized tokeh network. The culturally female do-
main of rice producing swidden is pushed aside by officially 
male belonging of palm oil field. This paper is to reveal 
the consequences of West Kalimantan style of palm oil 
cultivation to the social relations and concept of spatial 
organization among farmers. 

Roadside Socialities: Reconfiguring Social 
Landscapes on Indonesia’s Resource Frontier  

KENNETH SILLANDER 
University of Helsinki 
kenneth.sillander@helsinki.fi 

In interior Kalimantan, roads are principal symbols and 
vehicles of development. In local people’s imagination, 
roads promise to bring money and material welfare: busi-
ness opportunities and government services. For isolated 
upriver people such as the Bentian of East Kalimantan, who 
have long occupied a low position in the political and moral 
geography as viewed from the state centre, roads addition-
ally promise revaluation of their social status. Like several 
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other Bentian villages, the small hamlet of Sembulan where 
I have conducted most of my fieldwork, has recently be-
come almost deserted after most families have taken up 
residence along a dirt road recently constructed by an oil 
palm plantation company. The inhabitants have built houses 
which are strung out over a distance of several kilometres 
along the road. This has entailed a return to a more scat-
tered residence, more reminiscent of the dispersed resi-
dence in farmhouses on swidden fields which they practised 
before settling in permanent nucleated villages which have 
long been perceived as ideals and epitomes of modernity. In 
this paper, I will discuss what this new form of residence 
entails for the Bentian. I will look at how it affects social 
organization, patterns of sociality, modes of appropriating 
land and space, and local moral geographies and political 
topographies. 

Shore displacement and second homes: 
implications of land elevation for planning and 
development 

KRISTINA SVELS 
Åbo Akademi  
ksvels@abo.fi 

ÅKERLUND, ULRIKA 
Umeå University 
ulrika.akerlund@umu.se 

Second homes are understood increasingly as an im-
portant component of tourism but also as a significant part 
of housing patterns, and the potential benefits or challenges 
it brings for regional and local development are rising 
themes of academic research. In this article we explore on a 
micro- scale level the conditions for second homes in an 
area where shore displacement occurs due to land elevation 
and pristine land is continuously created. The study area is 
the Kvarken Archipelago in western Finland, an enlisted 
UNESCO World Heritage due to land elevation and unique 
geological formations caused by the latest ice-age. Here the 
elevation is 1 cm per year creating yearly approximately 1 
sq.km of land in the shallow archipelago. This new land 
becomes an economic and social resource for the local 
stakeholders in the archipelago. There are roughly 20 000 
second homes in the region, many of which are located on 
leaseholds on emergent land. Ownership and control of the 
emergent land is much contested. 

The aim is to understand the implications of social man-
agement of land through a combination of different stake-
holders such as municipalities, land- and water common-
ages, local communities and second home owners. Combin-
ing interviews with stakeholders in management of emer-
gent land, and data from two second home surveys in Fin-
land, the following research questions are scrutinized: How 
is the regulative framework of emergent land management 
interpreted in Kvarken Archipelago? How is the social man-
agement of land influenced by, for example, spatial context, 
institutionalization of commonages, and path dependency? 

Key words: emergent land; social management of land; 
second homes; commonages; Kvarken Archipelago; social 
capital 

“In the village life is free”: oil-palm plantations 
as sites of money use and controlled labor in 
East Pomio, Papua New Guinea 

TUOMAS TAMMISTO 

The Masrau oil-palm plantation in New Britain is a radi-
cal landscape-change. The clearances of vast areas of forest, 
the regimented lines of palms and hills cut into terraces are 
in stark contrast to the surrounding rural landscape charac-
terized by swidden gardens, fallows and places of interest 
recognizable to those who dwell there. The oil-palm planta-
tion is a very different place from the surrounding villages 
also because of the different social relationships associated 
with it. Mengen workers on the plantation often contrast it 
with their home-villages by noting that “life in the village is 
free”. By doing so, they characterize the plantation as a 
place of wage labor, the use of money and having to work 
under the command of others. 

As the two spatial formations, the village and the planta-
tion, stand for different kinds of relations and historical 
processes, they are both “poetically dense places”. As Ru-
pert Stasch notes, certain spatial formations can hold special 
historical power, because multiple elements of a wider and 
cultural and historical field are made present in a particular 
spatial form. The rural Mengen do not just contrast the two 
places with each other, but they regularly move between 
them. As Stasch's has noted, people can use spatial differ-
ences not only to make sense of different relations, but to 
live them and integrate disparate socio-cultural principles in 
their lives and pursue different values. 

In this paper I will examine how the village and the plan-
tation articulate with each other by focusing on Mengen 
worker's life on the plantation. My aim is to unpack the 
plantation's poetical density by discussing labor relations, 
use of money and how the workers channel it back to the 
villages. 

PANEL SESSION 12: LANDSCAPE ONTOLOGIES IN 

COLLISION: FOOD, POLITICS, AND (NON)HUMAN 

TRANSFORMATIONS IN THE NEOLIBERAL ERA  

Panel convenors: 
TONY KNIGHT 
The University of Kent 
ajk34@kent.ac.uk 

LAURA MONTESI 
lm449@kent.ac.uk 

Throughout the longue durée of human  civilization,  
people’s ontological landscapes  have (trans)formed,  and 
been (trans)formed  by, food production.  ‘Traditional’ 
economic activities often translate into ways of dwell-
ings, affective attachments to the land,  and imagina-
tions of the self. Plants  and animals – primary sources of 
local food systems - are key contributors  to the unmaking 
and remaking of people’s ethnic and communal identi-
ties. 

Changes to this biocultural environment can have 
significant impacts.  When large-scale neoliberal ‘green’ 
development targets  the lands and natural resources 
of local populations, imposing other use-values to the 
same physical space, these overlapping ontological land-

https://webmail.helsinki.fi/horde/imp/dynamic.php?page=mailbox
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scapes collide. The ensuing friction triggers unexpected or 
abrupt  processes that  compel people to resignify their 
relationships with  place, dwelling, and  nonhuman co-
habitants.  Being the  source of material  (biological and 
economic) sustenance, food has the  power to mobilise 
bodily processes of identification and  to radicalise polit-
ical contestation. 

This  panel  welcomes ethnographic contributions 
that help  to  understand the  frictions  arising from 
overlapping  but  divergent ontological landscapes and to 
explore the role of food in identity (trans)formation 
and  political  confrontation.  In  what  ways do land-
scape  interventions  affect people’s ontologies and 
dwellings?  How does a perceived threat to ‘traditional’ 
economic activi- ties reinvigorate sensuous-affective  
attachment to landscapes  and their nonhuman cohab-
itants? Can local food materialities shape cultural imag-
inaries  that enhance  a sense of belonging while challeng-
ing hegemonic development projects?  Do foodscapes 
contribute to envision alternative futures and socio-
political imaginaries?  What  is the role of bodily memo-
ries in the awakening of grass-roots  resistance move-
ments? 

Landscapes of food and conservation: an edge-
dwelling village in South Africa 

AMBER ABRAMS 
South African Medical Research Council / The Universi-
ty of Kent  
amberabrams@gmail.com 

Southern African landscapes, which have historically 
been altered by customary land-use practices including 
cultivation and pastoralism, are being appropriated as na-
ture reserves. The “re-regulation” and restrictions that ac-
company assigning ‘protected’ status can have significant 
impacts on the livelihoods and practices of local communi-
ties.  

Land-use changes dramatically impact the availability, 
distribution and quality of strategically important resources; 
the formalization of protected areas places the ‘rights’ of a 
conservation landscape above those of other forms of land-
scape interaction, often resulting in food insecurity. Such 
changes are brought about by conservation initiatives result-
ing from a growing global trend of biodiversity conservation 
and an economic response to worldwide surges in eco-
tourism.  

Situated at the boundary of two such landscapes, cus-
tomary practices related to food-provision territories of 
TshiVenda speakers in South Africa’s Limpopo province have 
been compromised. Diets are shifting towards "white peo-
ple foods"; associated with increased influence from outside 
forces which residents distrust and consider “less nutri-
tious”. Furthermore, these resource-access-limiting land-
scape restrictions have prompted shifts from hunting game 
to insect collection. My research raises questions about the 
links between TshiVenda speakers’ identity and food chang-
es propelled by coercive legislation imposed on surrounding 
lands. How do food and shifting eating practices constitute a 
terrain from where TshiVenda speakers experience, reject, 
and adapt to neoliberally-driven conservation projects? 

Local residents welcome some aspects of this still emerg-
ing “modernization,” but have to face its inherent challeng-

es. The unreliability of essential food and water deliveries 
highlights the government’s ‘empty’ promises, and reveals 
the potential tension between nature-based tourism’s in-
terest in “remote” places, and the reality of everyday life in 
areas far from cities. Emerging from this setting are unantic-
ipated forms of empowerment as local practices replace 
government-promised services and create alternative eco-
nomic systems providing access to vital resources. 

Feeding bodies, feeding networks. Sharing 
foods among the Mebengokré-Xikrin of 
Amazon basin. 

PARIDE BOLLETTIN 
Universidade Federal do Oeste do Pará (Ufopa), Brazil 
paride_bollettin@msn.com 

In this paper I will discuss relationships with different 
kinds of foods among the Amazonian basin Mebengokré-
Xikrins, focusing on both nonhuman and human agencies 
revealed through ritual movements. Ethnographic evidence 
permits us to observe multiple and interchangeable kinds of 
foods used during metoro (party or ritual), producing a pro-
liferation of relationships between actors involved in these 
networks. Such processes of substance-sharing describe an 
ontology in which human and nonhuman subjects act to-
gether in a continuous production of persons as a bodily-
oriented activity. The introduction of industrialized foods 
implicates a constant redefinition of the boundaries of this 
network of reciprocal influences, expanding them in multi-
ple directions. The dynamics and multi-directional move-
ments produced in mixing this rich and diversified menu 
imply a focus on non-humans actors – game, plants, and  
industrialized foods – as the ones that make such processes 
effective. 

This paper explores questions about the continuous ex-
pansion of the web beyond its own boundaries. What are 
the implications of sharing recently introduced industrial 
foods in the production of new persons? In which ways have 
these new actors modified the system through their dia-
logue with already active actors? How do such choices re-
flect a cognitive-oriented movement of relationship mean-
ing? Answering these questions reveals how planting crops, 
hunting game, and introducing industrialized foods in the 
ritual movement permit the maintenance of the ensemble, 
while also creating conflicts due to the emerging competi-
tion between human and non-human actors. The systemic 
analysis proposed describes how these activities reflect an 
ontology in which the political mediation between Meben-
gokré and non-Mebengokré cannot be reduced to human 
boundaries. On the contrary, this process expresses how, in 
order for the network to be fed, the insertion of other actors 
is necessary 

Food Security and Buen Vivir in Intag, Ecuador? 

LINDA D’AMICO 
Winona State University, Usa 
Ldamico@winona.edu 

Rural communities in the subtropical zone of Cantón Co-
tacachi  in NW Ecuador first became engaged in political 
ecology debates on glocal scales when an early 1990s World 
Bank geologic study located copper deposits under the soil 
of some of the region’s primary cloud forests. Under the 
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leadership of a Catholic priest and various expatriates in 
Intag, and with support of an indigenous mayor in the high-
lands, groups of rural women and men re-organized to di-
rectly participate in civil society and advocated for an inte-
grated socio-ecological wellbeing. Local groups connected 
with transnational allies to conserve cultural sovereignty 
and livelihoods contingent upon the remnant forests and 
the phenomenal biodiversity. Through this process, local 
farmers took leadership, cultivated social linkages and 
gained lexicons of sustainability and participatory democra-
cy, and kept two transnational mining companies out.  

This paper explores ways Intag residents synergized 
global strains of conservation and sustainability ideas with 
traditional farming and livelihood values. Their ability to do 
this—their transcultural fluency— allowed them to adapt 
and understand others’ ontologies, while opening up con-
nections to outside organizing, new foodscapes, and funding 
resources. Ethnographic details will explicate how and why 
transcultural fluency and dialogues have played out for rural 
farmers with regard to food security, shade grown coffee 
production and agro-ecological farming. By examining the 
infusion of transnational conservation, scientific, extractive, 
and social justice discourses and their on-the-ground prac-
tices, my examples from 1989-today will illuminate ways 
that multi-ethnic multi-racial people made those lexicons 
work for them, and eventually enabled them to build the 
scaffolding for decentralized and integrative socio-ecological 
governance. Using empirical observations and other data I 
assess the extent to which transcultural and intercultural 
fluencies can impact (both conceptually and materially), a 
rural population’s environmental approaches to society 
across scales, and their focus on the buen vivir and an inte-
grated socio-ecological life. 

Reconnecting food to nature and society: 
production-consumption organic food self-
managed supply chains in Catalonia 

SÍLVIA GOMEZ 
Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, España  
Silvia.gomez@uab.cat 

The polarization between non-organic and organic food, 
and the differentiation between industrial and small-scale 
organic farming, have contributed to the segmentation of 
the organic food market. This segmentation is based on 
values emerging from the relations that social actors estab-
lish with what we eat. Values such as taste, wellbeing, social 
justice, and environmental commitment, become embodied 
in prices, and take meaning from the traditional produc-
tion/consumption dichotomy underpinned by the classical 
market division in which production (circulation) and con-
sumption are confined into separate worlds. The relation 
between good (commodity) and social actors has been an-
chored in these division-centered notions. Furthermore, the 
organic food segment of the market system is tied to social 
process (e.g. social distinction extracted from the food’s 
associated values) that effect the unequal distribution of 
food.  

In this paper I will focus on production-distribution self-
managed supply chains for organic food in Catalonia which 
establish exchanges that range from reciprocity and barter 
(by social currency) to market exchanges without middle-
men. These exchanges are based on reciprocal socio-

ecological relationships that close the production-
distribution-and-consumption cycle. This contributes to a 
broad Catalan organic food exchange landscape supported 
by various on-line platforms.  In the sense that social rela-
tions are inherently ecological and ecological relations are 
inherently social, the meanings and values associated to 
organic food are mutually constituted in relation to the 
ecologic, economic, and social relationships that each per-
son experiences based on the cooperation process of the 
mutually entangled production-distribution-consumption 
chain and beyond into the exchange network. 

My findings reveal that despite contradictions resulting 
from the not-total emancipation of these supply chains from 
the more standardised ones, and the neglect of the unequal 
relations within organic food self-managed system provi-
sioning activities, the actors’ emic view of contributing to a 
process of decommodification and disengagement of food 
from market-based values nevertheless prevails.  

Neoliberal emerging natures: primitivisation 
and modernisation of ‘traditional’ French and 
Mexican landscapes 

TONY KNIGHT 
The University of Kent 
ajk34@kent.ac.uk 

LAURA MONTESI 
lm449@kent.ac.uk 

This paper explores the seemingly contradictory ways in 
which 'sustainable development' reinvents nature in order 
to support its political agenda. We argue that neoliberal 
interventions targeting the lands and resources of local 
communities make a selective use of sets of meanings and 
cultural symbols regarding 'nature' to disguise their eco-
nomically-driven purposes.  

By comparing the attempts of 'primitivising' and 'mod-
ernising' landscapes in the French Pyrenees and in the Mexi-
can Isthmus respectively, we seek to show the implications 
of such transformations in the semantic and material pro-
duction of multiple landscape ontologies that confront each 
other in politically meaningful ways.  

The reintroduction of brown bears into France has been 
justified as a means to rewilding a 'pristine nature' and, at 
the same time, fuelling eco-tourism. Such a project is 
grounded in an idealised landscape where human activities 
– in particular, pastoralism – and ‘wild’ nature dwell togeth-
er. The Huave and Zapotec Indians of Mexico are also asked 
to 'maintain' their 'traditional' economic activities, fishing 
and farming, in a landscape to be altered by the installation 
of a massive wind farm, yet theirs would be a 'modern' land-
scape: a materialisation of 'green' economy principles and a 
panacea for local and global development.  

In both cases, local communities fear that their identities 
are being erased as they are obliged to embrace neoliberal 
emerging natures.  Confronted by what they perceive as an 
existential threat, peasant farmers and fishermen counter-
act such initiatives by resignifying their relationships with 
their place and its nonhuman cohabitants. 'Traditional' 
foodscapes, in particular, are mobilised as an alternative to 
the unrelenting march of neoliberal capitalism. Sheep and 
fish become identity markers, political weapons, and sym-
bols of landscape ontologies in resistance. 



FINNISH ANTHROPOLOGY CONFERENCE 2015 PAPER ABSTRACTS 

37 
 

The Drama of Gardening: Stories, Food 
growing, and Social Change in the UK 

ROSIE LEACH 
Ecological Community Theatre, independent researcher  
rosie.es.leach@gmail.com 

LISA WOYNARSKI 
University of London 
lisawoynarski@gmail.com  

Through creative engagement with people involved in 
community gardens in Cardiff and Machynlleth, this pa-
per will explore how involvement in the creation of a shared 
growing space shifts people's understanding of where they 
live and their relationship to the human and more-than-
human world. Drawing on oral history interviews and com-
munity-engaged performance making with gardeners, we 
will consider how the acts of gardening and socialising over 
food and drink shape people's lived experience and the way 
they describe and relate to the world around them. Acts of 
growing may help people to understand themselves as part 
of the landscape, shaping and affecting it, as well as benefit-
ing and being sustained by it.  

Community farms and gardens create spaces for socialis-
ing - drinking tea and sharing meals, as well as the shared 
acts of 'work'. We will draw on a diversity of experiences 
from places including cities and rural areas, farms and gar-
dens, to interrogate and disrupt commonly perceived social 
stereotypes and binaries, such as urban/rural and na-
ture/culture. We will examine to what extent the material 
and social processes of the garden and farm can provide 
visions of alternative futures, models for alternative socio-
political processes and the energy to bring them about.  

The question of how the physical acts of farming and 
gardening affect the body, will be considered through inter-
views and live performance. Initial interviews suggest a link 
between perceived improvements in health as a result of 
gardening and people's capacity to engage in grass-roots 
resistance movements.  The experience of farming and 
gardening may also help to reframe the narrative of 'devel-
opment' and 'progress' in ecological terms. Taking the con-
cept of cyclical growth and abundance in relation to garden-
ing, we will explore how the community farm or garden has 
the potential to resist neoliberal agendas and the capitalist, 
linear 'growth' imperative.  

Landscapes of the future: Shale mining in 
Aleksinac, Serbia 

MILOS MILICEVIC 
Central European University, Hungary 
Milicevicm@phd.ceu.edu 

This paper explores the complex dynamics of different 
‘visions of the future’ within the Aleksinac basin, south 
Serbia. The dominant Serbian-state-announced future of 
shale mining is met with diverse interpretations, future-
imaginaries, and enduring efforts by local populations to 
continue producing locality on their own terms. 

Yet, more than ‘imaginaries’, futures, through their con-
nection to anticipatory action and agency are also realized 
as materialities, produced by forms of intentional activities 
yielding particular material effects. By attending to the 
ways in which different stakeholders tied to this proposed 

mining project mobilize (and are mobilized by) different 
visions of the future, I unearth the productive nature of 
futures as social imaginaries and explore the ways in which 
they are implicated not only in individual and collective 
practices (‘taskscape’), but also ‘landscapes’ – understood 
here as substantive phenomenological properties of social 
life, or “the congealed form of the taskscape” (Ingold 2000). 

The Aleksinac municipality has both a mining (coal) and 
agricultural/food-production past. These two activities once 
formed the backbone of economic and social life in the 
region, and while mining operations ceased in 1989, agri-
cultural production survived but was entirely transformed 
by the collapse of Yugoslav socialist agricultural coopera-
tives and subsequent processes of privatization. Similarly, 
both mining (shale) and agriculture are at the core of to-
day’s future projections and imaginaries, but unlike in the 
past they seem difficult, if at all possible, to reconcile. 

By focusing on the contested nature of the Aleksinac 
shale-mining project and the various (at once ‘social’ and 
‘environmental’) impacts that arise out of this contesta-
tion and precede mining itself, I aim to show that much of 
what we commonly understand as ‘impacts of mining’ is in 
fact rooted in (unequal) social relations that also enable 
‘mining’ to arise in its specific (and increasingly unsustaina-
ble) economies, ecologies, technologies and socialities. 

Grey seals in an ontological turn: Seal hunting 
in an altered seascape in Estonia 

JOONAS PLAAN 
Memorial University of Newfoundland, Canada 
joonas.plaan@mun.ca 

Traditional seal hunting in the Baltic Sea used to have 
great cultural importance, and the practice had endured for 
centuries. In particular, grey seal skins and fat were of signif-
icant commercial value for many coastal communities. 
However, by the 1970s, the seal population had declined 
substantially, a fact that was widely understood as having 
been caused by human activities. As a result, most Baltic Sea 
coastal waters were closed to any type of seal hunting, and 
have remained so for more than 40 years. Recently, though, 
many fishermen and marine scientists have agreed that the 
grey seal population has sufficiently recovered, resulting in 
some Baltic Sea countries lifting the hunting ban. At the 
same time, several representatives of fishery-dependent 
coastal communities in Estonia now publicly express the 
view that seals have become a pest that competes with 
fishermen. Consequently, some marine biologists and envi-
ronmental officials in Estonia now express anxieties about 
the possibility of allowing the seal hunt to restart.  

This paper explores the roots and paths of these chang-
ing ontologies of seals. I argue that making sense of the 
concerns and uncertainties that presently surround the 
question of seal hunting requires paying close attention to 
the ways in which access to the seascape and its resources 
has been enforced and changed over time. In particular, I 
explore the ways that the Soviet past and perceptions, shift-
ing scientific paradigms and practices, and unforeseen trans-
formations in marine environment have interlocked with 
new understandings about seals and seascape ontologies 
that fundamentally challenge previously held notions that 
human and environment belong together. 
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Constructing “natural” foodscapes: an 
ethnographic analysis of Italian Solidarity 
Purchase Groups and their food suppliers  

MANUELA TASSAN 
Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca, Italia 
manuela.tassan@unimib.it 

Based on an ongoing ethnographic research focused on 
both two Italian ‘Solidarity Purchase Groups’ (Gruppi di 
Acquisto Solidale , G.A.S.) and their suppliers in Milan area 
(Northern Italy), this contribution analyzes the different 
ideas of “naturalness” of food and landscapes that shape 
the strategies of consumption and production of these social 
actors.  

G.A.S. are “networks of families and friends that engage 
in collective provisioning on the basis of a solidarity princi-
ple” (Grasseni 2013: 5). They represent an interesting exam-
ple of solidarity economy because of their ethical approach 
in selecting products and producers that supply them. Such 
producers should be small – that means not involved in 
large-scale retail trade - and respect environmental and 
social justice criteria. Sometimes the lack of trust in organic 
certifications and the idea that these ones are too expensive 
shift the attention to the construction of a direct relation-
ship between consumer and producer, grounded in negoti-
ated rules. Another key idea of their programs of action is 
the preference accorded to “zero km” food, that is food 
produced very close to the place of consumption. 

From this perspective, “natural” food becomes a source 
not only to redefine individual and social identity, but also to 
suggest a new “naturalness” of landscapes against those 
shaped by agribusiness and industry. Many G.A.S. members 
consider their food choices as a concrete form of activism 
that contribute to reshape our biocultural environment. 
They define themselves as “apolitical associations”, but at 
the same time they consider their actual actions imbued 
with political significance.  

 ‘Merit-fortune’ or meat? Camels, 
environmental crisis, and ontological instability 
in Inner Mongolia 

THOMAS WHITE 
University of Cambridge 
trew2@cam.ac.uk 

This paper discusses the consumption of camel meat in 
Inner Mongolia, China, and the conflicting ontologies in 
which it is bound up. The Alashan landscapes, in western 
Inner Mongolia, have been severely affected by desertifica-
tion in recent years, blamed on overgrazing, and the state 
has imposed strict stocking limits on herders. Camels, how-
ever, are exempt from these limits, as Alashan seeks to 
brand itself as China’s ‘Hometown of Camels’. The local 
government has sought to find novel ways of commodifying 
the camel, and it is in this context that camels have begun to 
be marketed as a source of food. Alashan camel meat 
gained organic certification in 2014. Local ethnic Mongoli-
ans, however, are deeply ambivalent about the consump-
tion of camel meat. Among many herders, camels are re-
garded as a store of buyan – ‘merit-fortune’ – whose disper-
sal herders seek to avoid. Much of Mongolian religion is 
orientated towards the ritual production of buyan; camels 
are thus tied in to a broader ethico-religious sphere of value. 

The affective quality of the herder-camel relationship is also 
very important. Many camel herders are thus reluctant to 
slaughter their animals, and avoid eating camel meat. 
Among some urban Mongolians, abstaining from camel 
meat serves as an ethnic marker, distinguishing them from 
Han Chinese. However, Mongolians also point with some 
pride to the organic status of camel meat, and make refer-
ence to scientific research on its health benefits. At a time of 
rapid urbanisation, even those herders who abstain from 
camel meat see its organic status as demonstrating that the 
pastoralist way of life exists in harmony with the landscape, 
thereby countering the figuring of pastoralism as destructive 
of the environment. The ontological instability of camels in 
Alashan, then, offers us a way to explore the morally-
charged entanglement of food, consumption and the envi-
ronment in contemporary China.  

“Lagoons feed us”. Cosmopolitics and 
sustainability in the wind farm conflict of the 
Isthmus of Tehuantepec, Mexico. 

FRANCESCO ZANOTELLI 
University of Torino / University of Messina, Italy 
fzanotelli@unime.it 

In the last twenty years, the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
South-Western Mexico, has become the scene of a growing 
dispute between supporters and opponents of several wind 
farm projects. Some of these projects are already imple-
mented; others are to be developed on the communal lands 
and lagoons of the Ikojts and Zapotec Indians, where they 
usually fish and farm. 

Supporters of the ‘green’ energy model of wind power 
extraction (transnational corporations, the Mexican state 
and regional government) legitimize their search for consen-
sus through the discourse of environmental sustainability. 
Indigenous populations and local social movements, howev-
er, oppose the project alluding to alternative meanings of 
“sustainability”.  

Using a cosmopolitics approach, this paper analyzes this 
friction, and is able to take into account humans and non-
humans in the political arena while achieving a better com-
prehension of sustainability from a local perspective.  

Considering that sustainability is a time-based concept, 
my hypothesis is that the sustainability of the wind farm 
project is evaluated by inhabitants in two temporal direc-
tions: looking backwards, they include the actual project 
into a repertoire of past development projects implemented 
in the region with huge environmental consequences (oil 
refineries, dams, ports). Looking forwards, they fearfully 
anticipate a loss of food sovereignty linked to the risk that 
the delicate lagoon ecosystem will be upset in the future. 
Indeed, for generations, the lagoons (together with wind 
and rain) have been their source of life, ensuring food and 
health. 

For a deeper comprehension of the relationships that 
Ikojts trace between the temporal dimension and environ-
mental sustainability, it is necessary to include in this analy-
sis the agency and perspective of the natural elements and 
the network of analogies that link these with human beings. 
Indigenous cosmology, local moral economy, political econ-
omy and globalization converge together and collide in a 
rarely studied unity. 
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PANEL SESSION 13: CHRISTIANITY AND LAND-

SCAPE 

cancelled 

PANEL SESSION 14: SACRED LANDSCAPES 

Panel convenors: 

MARIANNA KEISALO 
University of Helsinki 
marianna.keisala@helsinki.fi  

HARRI SIIKALA 
University of Virginia 
harri.siikala@gmail.com 

Sacred landscapes are a well covered topic in anthro-
pological  literature. Sacredness of places and spaces 
takes many different forms, it may be a temporary 
effect periodically  recreated  in ritual, a permanent 
characteristic of a powerful place, or a way to claim 
authority in or ownership  of contested spaces. A 
landcape’s sacredness, broadly defined, may be an aspect 
of the place itself, its human or non-human inhabitants, 
or action related to the place. Land itself may be consid-
ered an inherently sacred entity; ritual or religious acts 
tend to entail specific places and spaces designated as 
sacred.  In this  panel  we would like to revisit  this  clas-
sic topic  by considering  sacred  places and spaces in 
various ethnographic  settings and from different theoret-
ical  perspectives.  We invite papers that  engage sacred 
places and spaces as dynamic entities  that  mediate  and 
are mediated by socialities. Possible issues and themes 
include, but are not limited to, questions such as how is 
sacredness  defined, understood, or acknowledged  in 
different cases?  How is the sacredness  of a place or 
space created,  maintained, or contested,  and what ef-
fects does this have?  What  are the meanings attributes 
to sacred spaces, and what kinds of meanings are made 
possible by or within these spaces? How are sacred 
spaces sources of agency, or social agents in themselves? 

Kiribati narratives as accounts of meaningful 
places  

PETRA AUTIO  
University of Helsinki  
petra.m.autio@gmail.com  

In Pacific societies history is often encoded in meaningful 
places, stones and other features of the landscape. Mythico-
historical narratives from Kiribati, a Central Pacific society, 
also are full of references to particular places: many stories 
are about migration and travel, but also in general Kiribati 
narratives could be viewed as serial accounts of places. 
While not all these places are tabu, sacred, they carry mean-
ings, marking history (perhaps even proving its truth-value), 
social relations and social differentiation. On the other hand, 
the Kiribati notion of sacredness or tabu, attached to some 
places, carries the double meaning of sacred/forbidden, and 
likewise indexes social relations. In this paper I examine 
Kiribati narratives as records of places, in order to unravel 
the meanings these places, particularly tabu places, em-

body, and how these meanings and the tabu come to be 
constructed in the narratives. For this paper I will use mate-
rial (stories, narratives) from my dissertation fieldwork 
(1999-2000), some of it previously undiscussed, as well as 
published material collected by others .  

The heritagisation of Sacred Landscapes: 
Mapping the perception of the Sacred Valley of 
the Incas 

BEA CABALLERO  
Birkbeck, University of London 
beaticus@gmail.com 

In recent years, Peru’s Sacred Valley of the Incas has be-
come one of the most popular tourist destinations in the 
southern Andean region. This landscape that comprises 
remarkable natural features and significant archaeological 
sites, such as Machu Picchu and Ollantaytambo, attracts 
hundred of thousands of tourists each year in search of 
historical traces from which to understand and experience 
the Inca past. 

In this context, this paper seeks to examine the impact of 
the heritagisation process in the Sacred Valley, and the ways 
in which particular places and sites enclosed within the 
valley have been sanitised by local authorities and tourism 
agencies to promote a particular way of seeing and experi-
encing this landscape. Drawing on participatory mapping 
exercises, the paper explores how tourism’s rapid growth 
has shaped and transformed not only heritage places of the 
valley, but also the ways in which local residents experience, 
perceive and engage with the sacred landscape. Some of the 
maps make visible some of the socioeconomic impacts of 
tourism in the region and the landscape; such as the exploi-
tation of the Inca trail porters and the management of pub-
lic access to heritage sites by private companies. 

Hearing the sacred landscape: the sonic 
discovery of a place of Krishna 

MARJE ERMEL 
Tallinn University 
marje.ermel@gmail.com 

Edward S. Casey has suggested that place is not a mere 
occasion for happenings, but place itself is the happening 
(Casey 1996: 38). In my presentation I will explore the pro-
cess of place-making by showing how the meaning of sa-
credness is constituted among international Krishna devo-
tees in Mayapur, India, through the process of active listen-
ing.  

Krishna devotees believe that we first get to know the 
places through our ears if we know how to ‘hear’ properly. 
They refer to Mayapur as a Dham, a holy place where Krish-
na himself appeared in 1486 AD as a saint Caitanya Ma-
haprabhu and initiated sankirtan, the liberating practice of 
chanting and singing the God's holy names. As the Lord 
appeared in a particular mood of mercy, Mayapur is also 
considered to carry this mood and affect the life and con-
sciousness of the devotees.  

Today Mayapur is a growing 'Vedic city' which appears as 
a messy and noisy construction site of a big Temple of Vedic 
Planetarium and rapidly raising tall buildings to host the 
increasing number of international devotees. Yet devotees 
believe that Lord’s activities are eternal and thus he is still 
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gracefully walking the fields in Mayapur and bathing in the 
Ganges. They claim that hearing the sound vibration of the 
mantra and the Lord’s pastimes help to purify one’s heart 
and thus to perceive the mood of the place and the eternal 
presence of the Lord. Furthermore, a pure devotee becomes 
himself or herself a Dham, transforming his or her surround-
ings. I will explore how this process of 'uncovering' the 
Dham and 'becoming a Dham' takes place through active 
listening and reciprocal relationship between devotees and 
their surroundings. I will argue that through these everyday 
sonic practices and storytelling devotees evoke and recreate 
certain realms, constituting the sacred mode of being in a 
place.  
Reference:  
Casey, E. S. 1996. How to Get from Space to Place in a Fairly 
Short Stretch of Time: Phenomenological Prolegomena. 
Senses of Place, eds. Feld, S. & K. H. Basso. Santa Fe: School 
of American Research Press. 

Landscapes of Transformation: the Cottica 
Ndyuka and the space-times of Moengo 

OLIVIA MARIA GOMES DA CUNHA 
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro 
Olivia-cunha@uol.com.br 

The aim of the presentation is to explore the presence of 
the Maroon Ndyuka families in Moengo, Marowijne District 
– a Surinamese settlement constructed by a post-colonial 
modern, urban US factory-based bauxite extraction project 
at the start of the twentieth century - within different ‘exis-
tential spaces.’ The region is occupied by flooded forests 
and savannahs, interspersed by devastated open spaces 
produced by the expansion of mining and logging pursued 
by Surinamese, US, Canadian and Chinese companies since 
the end of the nineteenth century. Uniformed technicians, 
workers and heavy machinery advance relentlessly on the 
forest and swamps populated by Maroon and indigenous 
villages. A town began to develop in 1916 to serve as an 
industrial base, accommodating and supplying workers 
involved in the extraction, storage and transportation of the 
mineral along the Cottica River to Paramaribo. The work of 
deforestation and clearing large areas of forest and swamp 
was carried out through informal agreements and occasion-
al contracts with Ndyuka – some of them formerly residents 
of villages in the region, others migrants from villages on the 
Tappanahoni. Over the course of the twentieth century, 
Moengo was transformed by different presences, colonial 
landscapes and transnational agencies. 

However, from the viewpoint of the Maroon families 
who not only live today in Moengo but form the majority of 
its population, the territory of the former concession can be 
described as a point of connection, a rural-forest area, but 
also a zone of contact in which a few histories of the town 
and Suralco merge with many memories of life in the villag-
es of the Cottica River, the presence of spirits, ancestors, 
sacred animal and trees, and non-human agencies which 
inhabit landscapes of transformation. These presences min-
gle with memories of the period in which Maroon workers 
began to be hired and, particularly, spatial-temporal inscrip-
tions utilized to locate modes of existence in time and in the 
territory that precede the arrival of Suralco, but also, they 
are effects of the Internal War (Binnenlandse Oorlog): a 
conflict between the army led by Surinamese Army and the 

Maroon guerillas, lasting between 1986 and 1992, which 
forced thousands of families from the region to seek safety 
in refugee camps in French Guiana. The paper describes 
Ndyuka sociality in a territory saturated by human and non-
human presences sharing relations associated with the 
space-times of the villages. Seen as an ancient Maroon vil-
lage situated in a sacred territory of some matriclans, and 
where are buried their ancestors, Moengo’s colonial history 
is contested and evoked in conversations about Ndyuka's 
rights who inhabiting Moengo. The presentation aims to 
explore how Ndyuka families coming from refugee camps in 
Guianese territory, who arrived in Moengo during the first 
half of the 1990s, have been transforming these sacred and 
colonial landscapes. 

Sacred Grounding: Yaqui Landscapes as 
Contexts of Interaction 

MARIANNA KEISALO 
University of Helsinki 
Marianna.keisalo@helsinki.fi 

In this presentation I will consider landscape in and as a 
context of Yaqui culture, and how land can be considered 
‘sacred’. The Yaqui landscape is defined and differentiated in 
various ways. The Yaquis are an indigenous group in North-
ern Mexico where they have an autonomous territory – the 
result of a still-continuing struggle to defend their rights. The 
conceptions of Yaqui land as a political entity and material 
resource are related to conceptions of land as a sacred gift 
on the one hand and a source of cosmological power on the 
other, as seen in myths relating to the land. Central to Yaqui 
ideas of landscape and space are several different overlap-
ping spheres or worlds called anias. ‘Yoania’ is the ‘enchant-
ed world’. I will discuss the relation of the concept of yoania 
to the concept of sacredness. It seems to me that ‘sacred’, 
at least as a category opposed to ‘the profane’, is more 
easily applied to the places and spaces related to the Chris-
tian aspects of Yaqui religion and ritual, first introduced to 
the Yaquis by Jesuit missionaries in the 17

th
 century. In these 

spaces, sacredness is periodically renewed by human action 
related to the (relatively transcendent) power of Christian 
deities. In contrast, humans engage with yoania in certain 
places to access and receive power inherent in and con-
stantly flowing from this aspect of the world, related to 
mythical ancestors. Thus yoania and the Christian sacred 
appear as very different aspects of landscape. However, the 
power of yoania and sacredness in the Christian sense are 
brought together in ritual. I will discuss the ways the two are 
related and distinguished through ritual action and figures, 
including two ritual clowns, the Pascolas and the Cha-
payekas, linked to yoania and sacredness respectively.  
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Complex Entanglements: Environmental 
Degradation, Structural Violence and the 
Sacred Landscapes of the Batek Tanum of 
Peninsular Malaysia  

IVAN TACEY 
University Lumière Lyon 2, France 
itacey@gmail.com  

THOMAS OVERLY, 
Dartmouth College.  
thomas.b.overly.gr@dartmouth.edu  

This paper examines how historic events, contemporary 
landscape degradation, and structural violence affect the 
Batek Tanum’s relationships with their sacred landscapes by 
drawing upon theoretical approaches which conceptualize 
space as being perpetually reconstituted through interac-
tions, in combination with concepts from the anthropology 
of violence. The Batek Tanum, a foraging group of Peninsula 
Malaysia who are now semi-settled, associate sacred sites 
with prominent topographic features that mark the loca-
tions of violent historical events, the dwellings of powerful 
other-than-human beings, and places where ritual taboos 
were broken. Sacred sites emplace history, myth, and emo-
tional trauma, and function as dynamic interfaces between 
the visible and invisible world. We examine them as nodes 
within a continually changing landscape where history, 
myths and ongoing events intersect in complex ways. The 
Batek Tanum’s long history of interaction with outsiders has 
shaped their social, political and religious forms which are 
complexly entangled with landscape. Their territory lies 
astride an ancient trade route stretching from Melaka to 
Kota Baru and the rich mineral wealth of their landscape has 
attracted outsiders since early prehistory. Over the last two 
hundred years relationships with outsiders have been 
marred by violence including: being victims of violent slave 
raids in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; entire 
communities being massacred in the early twentieth centu-
ry, and villages being bombarded by government forces 
during the Communist Insurgency in the 1950s. Since decol-
onization, the transformation of forested land to palm-oil 
plantations, mining and quarrying projects, a lack of rights, 
state-backed Islamization campaigns, and other forms of 
structural violence have seriously affected the Batek Ta-
num’s relationships with their sacred landscapes. We ex-
plore how these contemporary and historical events have 
shaped, and continue to shape, Batek religious topographies 
and modalities of experience to land loss and violence as 
new meanings emerge from complex interactions within 
these contested landscapes.  

Centres, Pathways, and Spaces in Between: 
Spatial Modalities of Hierarchy in Samoa 

HARRI SIIKALA 
University of Virginia 
harrisiikala@gmail.com 

In Austronesian cultures the continuity between human 
society and the wider cosmological domain is often articu-
lated in physical landscapes. Cosmological differentiation 
takes shape through the formation of spatial demarcations, 
and by extension history of social relationships is immanent 
in features of the terrain. In Samoa the physical environ-

ment embodies sacred hierarchical relationships at different 
levels of the society. Landmarks, ceremonial grounds, meet-
inghouses, graves, and pathways do not just metaphorically 
reflect a social structure, but are the material that, at least 
partly, constitutes it.  It follows that engagement with the 
material surroundings establishes, reproduces, verifies, and 
transforms the mytho-historical order of the society. In 
Samoa social relations (va) are conceptualized as the space 
that separates and connects different entities. The segmen-
tary growth of villages and higher level territorial polities is 
articulated through fixed points and movements that con-
nect these points. Dignified (mamulu) centres are sources of 
sacred ancestral power (mana) that radiates outward.  The 
movement of mythical founding ancestors links sacred plac-
es together by mapping the historical dispersal of sacred 
chiefly titles. These titles form interconnected networks and 
their genealogical relationships are thought of as connecting 
paths. The dignity of these connections must be maintained, 
they must be made beautiful, and proper distance between 
separate parts of the hierarchy must be preserved. In my 
paper I will look at how these themes of sacred places and 
connecting spaces help us understand the spatial modalities 
of social hierarchy. 

From Sultan’s Palace to Sheikh’s Premises: 
Competing for sacred space and agency in 
Cameroon 

TEA VIRTANEN  
University of Helsinki 
tea.virtanen@helsinki.fi 

From the first half of the 19
th

 century the traditional 
power in Tibati, as well as in many other regional centres in 
central and northern Cameroon, has been concentrated in 
the hands of the Muslim chief called laamiido (sultan). Still 
today his quarter with its mosque, palace, and large yard 
serves as a central arena for religious worship, legal pro-
ceedings and multitude of other displays of the sacred sta-
tus quo. It also provides a space for spectacular multicultural 
events that gather laamiido’s subjects to his yard to admire 
his cavalrymen’s horse parades, or to display their own 
cultural traditions through music and dance performances. 
In the mid-1990s, however, Tibati received a new resident 
who was going to seriously challenge laamiido’s sacred 
authority. The man in question is Abubakar, an Islamic 
teacher who moved to Tibati in his thirties from the eastern 
border district. His move coincided with the liberal demo-
cratic reform in Cameroonian national politics which opened 
space for variety of sectarian religious movements. Abuba-
kar represented one of these, Tijaniyya, an Islamic Sufi order 
which spread to Cameroon from Senegal, but which was 
banned in the country, and thus practiced only by few in 
secrecy, in the era before the political reform.  

At the time when Abubakar was invited to Tibati by his 
few followers, consisting mainly of local Mbororo cattle 
herders, the Tijani community was still very small. In the 
beginning the Tijani people worshipped together with other 
Muslims in the main mosque in laamiido’s quarter. Soon, 
however, rumours concerning the indecent worship practic-
es of the Tijani started to spread and they were forced to 
withdraw from the main mosque. Little by little Abubakar 
with his followers started to construct their own premises 
some distance away, in an uninhabited bush area on the 
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main road. Today Abubakar is a well-known figure, in Tibati 
and beyond, and called ceehu (sheikh) by his followers. The 
place where he settled has become renowned as a regional 
spiritual centre. It is perhaps best known for its vibrant, and 
fairly controversial, worship form called zikiri (Arab. dhikr) 
which attracts vast crowds into Sheikh Abubakar’s premises 
during various socio-religious gatherings.   

My paper discusses how Abubakar’s arrival and the ex-
ponential growth of Tijaniyya have reshaped the sacred 
landscape and the related power relations in Tibati and its 
surroundings. I look at the challenges that the Tijaniya cen-
tre poses to the laamiido’s quarter, as the two spaces com-
pete for followers whose presence during diverse mass 
events has become a crucial marker of their sacred influence 
and potency. The analysis focusses on two questions. First, it 
enquires into the specific “mundane” and “religious” per-
formances that generate the power of the two distinct 
spaces and their leading figures whose sacred agency these 
spaces mediate. Second, I pay special attention to the role 
of the Mbororo pastoralists whose mass entry into the Tija-
niiya order in this part of Cameroon is crucial for under-
standing the above described competition for sacred su-
premacy which has turned into a battle for Mbororo souls 
and cattle. 

Heaven under Construction –  Conversion of 
Vissarionites as a Space-based Issue 

MINNA KULMALA 
University of Helsinki 
minna.m.kulmala@helsinki.fi 

This paper discusses the construction, deepening, and 
realization of religious conversion in interaction with sacred 
landscapes. The focus is on an endogenously Russian new 
religion, namely the Church of the Last Testament (Zerkov 
Poslednego Zaveta), or informally, the Vissarion movement. 
Analysis and conclusions are based on three months of 
fieldwork, accomplished in 2011 in the Siberian community 
of Vissarion. 

According to its name, the Church of the Last Testament 
has strongly eschatological message. Vissarion is considered 
reincarnated Jesus Christ, and his public activity is interpret-
ed as the Second Coming predicted in the Bible. Vissarion 
teaches that the world is going through a critical time during 
which the destiny of the humanity on Earth will be solved. 
To avoid total destruction, believers are called to build an 
“arc” (kovchek) in the Promised Land (Zemlja Obetovannaja) 
in dephts of Siberian taiga. In these special surroundings, the 
believers can cultivate their understandings and moral 
selves more effectively than elsewhere and form the foun-
dations for the “Kingdom of Soul” (Tsarstvo Dushi)—a radi-
cally new way of existence. Taiga fits for the purpose, for it is 
largely untouched, harmonious, and according to the be-
lievers, radiate mysterious and benevolent energy. It also 
serves the goals of self-sufficiency, creativity, and commu-
nality. The capital of the community—a forestry mountain 
far from habitation—is considered the holiest place on 
earth, reigned by God through Vissarion.  

The Vissarionites have been building their community 
and separation from the “world” since the early 1990s. 
Today, there are 4000-5000 members living in about 30 
villages. Moving to Siberia is considered a serious step, for 
communal life and harsh circumstances take the faith onto a 

new level. For Vissarionites, conversion is a space-specific 
issue; full devotion is possible only in Siberia. 

 

PANEL SESSION 15: UTOPIAN ENCLAVES AND 

MORAL INFRASTRUCTURES 

Panel convenor: 

MATHANGI KRISHNAMURTHY 
Indian Institute of Technology Madras; Chennai 
mathangi@iitm.ac.in 

Literature on materiality and anthropology for the last 
decade has insisted on two important tenets; firstly that our 
relationship with the material world produces both the 
material world and ourselves, and secondly that the materi-
al world is not a mere epiphenomenon of the social.  Using 
this literature to read landscapes, space, and place making is 
therefore a processual engagement since it asks that we 
understand power as not only an ongoing process but also 
as a property of materiality. In other words, landscapes 
become particular instantiations as well as perpetrators of 
power relations.  

In order to provide an adjacent reading, this panel asks 
about the utopian narratives that pre-empt place-making. If 
utopia is the persistence of a radically alternative way of life, 
then how does it make itself heard through landscapes, 
planning, infrastructure, and material life? How does one 
ask questions of infrastructure that take seriously the con-
tent of its stories? More importantly, does the notion of 
utopia function as a critique to guard against the imminently 
deviant outcomes of such projects? Alternatively, does it 
become embedded as a necessary function that will sustain 
the aesthetic future of an otherwise always already known 
disappointment?   

The panelists in this session work within the broad fields 
of anthropology, urban studies, and cultural studies, engage 
with a morally informed version of lived experience, and 
question said moralities, intentions, and outcomes through 
a reading of the landscapes they reference.  

Utopian Enclaves and/in the Narrative of Exile: 
decoding the Tibetan Refugee Capital of 
Dharamsala 

HARMONY SIGANPORIA 
Mudra Institute of Communications, Ahmedabad, 
India 
harmony@micamail.in 

In 1959 His Holiness, the 14
th

 Dalai Lama Tenzin Gyatso, 
made his way to India. Alongside him and after him came 
thousands of Tibetans fleeing the persecution they were 
subjected to in their homeland in the wake of its occupation 
by Chinese forces. Today, 56 years after this first important 
‘movement’ across borders, there exists in India a thriving 
Tibetan community-in-exile, 90,000+ strong. The nerve-
point of this community is a town called McLeod Ganj, the 
official residence of His Holiness, and the headquarters of 
the community’s Government-in-Exile (formally known as 
the Central Tibetan Administration). For these reasons, 
Dharamsala has become an overtly charged signifier, stand-
ing as it does for the community’s ‘capital’ in exile; both 
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spiritual, owing to the presence of the Dalai Lama, and ‘se-
clar’, owing to the presence of the democratically elected 
administration or ‘kashag’.  

Tibetan refugees – the community has organized itself 
into ‘settlements’, which span the length of the Indian sub-
continent and further East into Nepal – look to Dharamsala 
for ‘guidance’ and leadership, whether this pertain to the 
running of the settlement’s larger affairs, its dealings with 
local Indian government bodies, or on matters related to the 
community’s efforts to inculcate and perpetuate a distinct 
social, religious and cultural Tibetan identity in exile. Known 
locally as ‘little Lhasa’, even in its very name, Dharamsala 
serves an important mnemonic function in the articulation 
of a moral geography of exile. There is visible here the impo-
sition of a utopian narrative geared towards generating 
nostalgia for a lost homeland, and it informs the shape of 
the town Dharamsala has, since 1959, become. If, as this 
panel holds, utopia is the persistence of a radically alterna-
tive way of life, then my paper will examine how this narra-
tive makes itself visible and audible by examining the infra-
structure and ‘shape’ of Dharamsala, and juxtaposing it 
briefly with another Tibetan settlement (Majnu ka Tilla), 
located in the heart of the Indian capital, New Delhi.  

The Dams to come: Nepal’s utopian promise of 
becoming a Hydropower Nation 

MATTHÄUS REST 
University of California, Los Angeles, USA 
mrest@ucla.edu 

While only half of Nepal’s inhabitants are connected to 
the national electricity grid, for many years they have been 
told they are the citizens of a Hydropower Nation-to-be: 
every schoolchild knows the fantastic hydro potential of 
83,000 MW by heart. Politicians of all major parties habitual-
ly claim that the country will turn into the Switzerland of 
Asia once those proposed dams have materialized and the 
excess energy will be sold to the rest of South Asia. So far, 
however, only 800 MW have been installed and those con-
nected to the grid suffer from up to 14 hours of power cut 
every day. 

Based on previous work on the invention and cancella-
tion (in 1995) of the Arun-3 dam, my paper will address how 
people around a planned dam site have coped with 25 years 
of uncertainty and the unfulfilled promise of becoming con-
nected to modern infrastructures. In November 2014, in the 
presence of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the 
Nepalese government signed a contract to finally construct 
the project with an Indian state-owned company. The in-
volvement of the powerful southern neighbour is further 
complicating the relationship many people in the Arun val-
ley and throughout the country have had with this invisible 
dam. The promise of hydropower adds a new set of power 
potentials to a landscape that is considered inherently pow-
erful by the people who dwell in it. Through an engagement 
with stories of place-making and marginalisation, I will ask 
what new forms of power relations and resource extractions 
become possible between peripheries and centres while a 
radically alternative landscape is emerging on a regional 
level: a massively dammed up Himalaya. 

What kind of Urban? A case study of an Indian 
small town. 

DIYA MEHRA 
South Asian University, New Delhi, India 
diyamehra@gmail.com 

In this paper I try and address a critical paradox which 
emerged in my fieldwork conducted in a small North Indian 
town, named Kullu, between 2011 and 2013. The fieldwork 
was undertaken as part of a project examining the impact of 
India’s recent and rapid economic growth on its myriad, 
unknown and mostly forgotten, small towns (defined here 
as those with a population below 5,000).  

In the case of the country’s larger and more metropoli-
tan cities, two decades of rapid economic growth have usu-
ally led to economic and urban expansion, marked, if crude-
ly put, by private real estate development and speculative 
land markets, rapidly expanding, frothy, and especially pub-
lic, middle class consumptive cultures, and neoliberal exper-
iments with market-friendly governance. However, in Kullu, 
despite rising incomes, urban expansion and in-migration, 
many of these markers are absent. In attempting to unravel 
this paradox, in this paper, I locate this refusal of the cur-
rently highly desirable, and templated ‘new’ Indian urban in 
a primary orientation of Kullu residents to the high alpine 
Himalayan landscapes that the town in located in, and by 
which it is hemmed, wherein belonging and dwelling is pred-
icated on a continuing attentiveness to rurality and rural 
forms, and the many heterogeneous landscapes that com-
prise life in the unfolding mountainous terrain, rather than 
the dominant narratives, and public consumption, of the 
emerging Indian nation.  Consequently, large-scale ‘outsider’ 
capital, especially in real estate development, is discouraged 
as disruptive of local landscapes and relationships, even as 
widespread land distribution among those considered ‘local’ 
or ‘pahadi’ (literally of the mountains) ensures a widespread 
prosperity. Yet, such an alternative mode of place-making is 
not without its critics or critiques, and in its final section, the 
paper considers both the utopian possibilities of this config-
uration, and its discontents.  

Dislocated Utopias: Auroville and the Politics 
of the Nation-State 

MATHANGI KRISHNAMURTHY 
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, India 
mathangi@iitm.ac.in 

Twelve kilometres north of the former French colony 
and current Union Territory of India Pondicherry, lies the 
experimental township of Auroville founded in 1968. The 
colony, while under the jurisdiction of the Auroville Founda-
tion through an act of the Indian Parliament, functions via its 
own rules of economy, governance, and polity. As this 
community that claims to have been inspired by the philos-
ophy of former revolutionary and latter day savant Sri Auro-
bindo approaches its fiftieth anniversary, it is increasingly 
seen to be an internecine concept characterized by contro-
versies around corruption, land-grabbing, and racism. At the 
same time, it is also lauded for its commitment to sustaina-
bility and the good life as fostered by a few famed Aurovilli-
ans. Largely, It continues to be seen as a foreign space, 
maintained by expatriates who consider Auroville home 
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while allegedly deriding the larger Indian milieu that sur-
rounds them.  

In this paper, I examine the moral economy of Auroville 
in relation to its built environment and attempt to make 
sense of its mandate of ecological sustainability and univer-
sal inclusivity. I ask as to how one can plot the trajectory of 
this community along the lines of nation-state, globalization, 
and citizenship. Through ethnographic research conducted 
in and around Auroville in 2014, I attempt a reading of its 
Master Plan, its spatiality, and the everyday life of its citizens 
and surroundings. I argue that Auroville is a symptom of the 
ways in which the politics of space reproduces the catego-
ries of nation-state, postcoloniality, and otherness. 

The moral lives of infrastructures: Landscapes 
of hope, abandonment and spectrality in New 
Town 

SAIKAT MAITRA 
University of Göttingen, Germany 
saikatmaitra@yahoo.co.in 

Since 1995, the West Bengal government's New Town 
urbanization project in the Rajarhat region on the north-
eastern peripheries of Kolkata in India has brought forth 
strange collages of urban infrastructures, bodies, desires, 
institutions and state authorities. The New Town was 
planned as the spatial supplement that could provide relief 
to the decaying infrastructures of Kolkata and create a zone 
of habitation for nestling the new economies related to the 
IT sector around Kolkata. With the collapse of an intensely 
speculative market in real-estate, the work of urban devel-
opment over the last decade and half in Rajarhat has, how-
ever, left a complex laminated landscape of partially finished 
or abandoned construction sites, shopping malls and luxury 
hotels set amidst rolling agricultural fields and villages with 
thatched houses.  

 In what was primarily a pastoral community of subsist-
ence farmers, the intrusion of urban infrastructures work to 
produce an atmosphere of uncertainty where rumors prolif-
erate and circulate about fabulous transformations in the 
personal fortunes of persons, the violence affecting entire 
neighborhoods, or the abrupt ruination of individuals and 
communities. Imprints of neo-liberal progress flash up 
amidst spaces said to be haunted by ghostly apparitions to 
create dense tracks of pressing bodies, images, and visions 
that the urban scholar Abdou Maliq Simone describes as a 
spectral condition of the city. Spectrality inheres in New 
Town in the illegibility of the landscape that is left behind in 
the wake of the grand visions and attempts at urbanization. 
Do the unfinished gated communities constitute the ruins of 
a city even before the formal process of the city’s habitation 
and eventual decay? Or do ruins constitute the cluster of 
villages that remain as obdurate traces of a pastoral past 
that should have been erased by urban development, and 
yet, lingers on? Or is the very time of the present a zone of 
suspension, where the past has lost its traction and the 
future remains incomprehensible? Irreducible to any given 
ideological imperatives or causal linkages between existing 
cityscapes and intended teleological goals, the ethnographic 
narratives in my paper emphasize how the intimacy of ur-
ban infrastructures facilitate particular assemblages of af-
fects as an always pressing but ultimately unknowable forc-
es of encounter.  

POSTER SESSION 

Transformation of the Šumava mountain 
landscape (SW Czech Republic): Testimonty of 
hte 19th century timber trade, lumberman 
settlement and post-World War II order 

TEREZA BLAŽKOVÁ 
Charles University in Prague 
therezka@email.cz 

The industrialisation of Bohemia in the 19
th

 century 
spurred not only the building of factories, urban expansion, 
development of mining areas and extension of transport 
infrastructure in the form of railways − it also had an influ-
ence which reached more remote areas. Such remote areas 
are not usually defined as industrial at all.  

The project focuses on interdisciplinary study of unique 
wood transport system. The large canal system enabled the 
transport of timber – using water power − from these re-
mote mountain locations to the urban timber markets. The 
Vchynicko-Tetovský  Canal, 15 km long, transported fire-
wood to the Otava and Vltava rivers, and Prague. But the 
canal system was not only the canal itself, which bypasses 
an unnavigable section of the river Vydra. But also eight 
artificial water reservoirs were constructed along mountain 
streams at an altitude of approximately 1100 metres above 
sea level to enable float and navigate the timber. Also new 
villages, paths and lonely homesteads in the mounais were 
built. The timber logging there lasted till the World War II. 
After the War the mountain landscape near the Czech-
German border became a forbidden zone. The residets were 
evacuated (those with German nationality away from Bo-
hemia) and many timberman villages were destroyed by 
army. The landscape became a desert guarded military area 
Nera the iron Curtain. The development here was broken 
and suspended for more than 40 years. Now is the area 
situated in National park Šumava.  

The study is interdisciplinary. We made a field research 
(non destructive archaeological research) and we have 
compared the data with cartographic and written sources, 
photos and  memories of witnesses (oral history) and we 
can say, that the landscape surway can tell us important 
informations about the landscape of 19th and 1st half of 
20th century, which has changed the landscape till today.  

A unique type of small religious monuments 
from the Šluknov countryside (in the Czech 
Republic).  

PETRA ČERVINKOVÁ 
Charles university of Prague  
petracerv@gmail.com  

My research deals with the definition of the geographic 
area of unique small religious monuments, their historical 
development and their role in terms of sacred landscape.  

Their area extends beyond the territory that is today 
called Šluknov Hook. Šluknov Hook is the northernmost 
region of the Czech Republic. In the second half of the 18th 
century and early 19th century they were the most common 
type of wayside cross.  

Small sacral monuments respect the diversity of land-
scape depending on where they are placed; they differ ac-
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cording to the territories, regional customs, available build-
ing materials and the social status of the founder and the 
technological skills of the builders.  

To compile the story of small monuments, we must also 
put them in a historical context. From a cultural perspective, 
it is interesting to compare perception of landscape memory 
a palimpsest. Like a parchment, whose surface is re-
inscribed after deletion of the original text - the process 
repeats. Similarly, new human intervention in the cultural 
landscape overlaps the old one. Memory landscapes here 
are ensured by the human mind, we can refresh or confront 
with archival written documents or old maps.  

Small sacral monuments in the area under consideration 
form easily readable documents testifying about the im-
portance of historical sites, even those currently no longer 
settled. 

Landscapes and Tribally Specific Identities. 
Marianne Nicolson’s Land-Based 
Knowledgescape Cliff Painting 

AMINA GRUNEWALD 
Humboldt-Universitaet zu Berlin, Germany 
amina.grunewald@rz.hu-berlin.de 

Native epistemologies are closely connected to tribal 
lands in Native ontologies. Native knowledge thus offers an 
indispensable resource for Indigenous survivance. Modes of 
Indigenous knowledge (production) are not only discussed 
in the academia and practiced in Native local tribal spaces, 
but are also integrated and visualized in Native activist art-
works that promote public access to distinctly political 
agendas of claims to tribal sovereignties within contempo-
rary settler nation states. Indigenous knowledge practices 
and cultural representations in knowledge landscapes can 
be created as subversive and conversive artscapes. They can 
be placed translocally but also integrated into Native lands. 
Within a colonial context, Native artists’ works contain polit-
ically radical agendas of survivance and Native healing, 
based on tribally diverse Indigenous modes of knowledge. 
Reworkings of the land as tribally marked spaces can be 
traced in various artworks that attack the bio- and geopoliti-
cal colonist manners of Eurocentristic settler societies. For 
example the landmarker, place-maker, and artscape Cliff 
Painting (since 1998) by Marianne Nicolson performs Indig-
enous knowledge as cultural praxis, and shall serve as ex-
emplification of a tribally specific Native knowledgescape – 
created especially for Indigenous audiences to sustain them, 
and for non-Native audiences to converse (with) them in a 
step-by-step decolonizing discourse. There will be also pre-
sented other examples of First Nations artworks from the 
touring exhibition Beat Nation.  

Findings are drawn from research stays in Vancouver 
and Montreal, funded by the Fritz Thyssen Stiftung, Gesell-
schaft für Kanadastudien, and Humboldt-Universitaet zu 
Berlin. 

 

Fig. Marianne Nicolson‘s Cliff Painting, 19981 
1 The photography of the work Cliff Painting was on dis-

play in Beat Nation, 2013, The Power Plant Gallery, Toronto, 
picture by the author. 

Contemporary reconfigurations of the Finnish 
higher education landscape 

SONJA TRIFULJESKO 
University of Helsinki 
Sonja.trifuljesko@helsinki.fi 

This poster presentation focuses on contemporary re-
configurations of the Finnish higher education landscape. It 
examines these both in relation to the current university 
reforms occurring worldwide, as well as in relation to the 
present-day changes in the Finnish welfare state. I start 
from focusing on broader university transformations at the 
national level, which are by many authors considered to 
have culminated with the adoption of the new Universities 
Act in 2009. Then I narrow my focus to changes at the Uni-
versity of Helsinki, the oldest and the largest higher educa-
tion institution in Finland. More precisely, I concentrate on 
contemporary reconfigurations of doctoral studies at the 
University of Helsinki. Due to its particular significance in the 
‘knowledge economy’ discourses, doctoral education pro-
vides a valuable vantage point to analyze changes at the 
Finnish universities today. 

 I specifically examine transformations of doctoral edu-
cation through the prism of ‘internationalization’. ‘Interna-
tionalization’ is often regarded as a key global driver of cur-
rent changes at the universities in Finland. By investigating 
everyday experiences of people who might be thought as an 
embodiment of 'internationalization' within doctoral educa-
tion (i.e. international doctoral students), this poster presen-
tation elaborates on Tsing’s ‘frictions’, generated by the 
encounter of global trajectories and particular (local) histo-
ries. It further explains social, political and economic rele-
vance of these frictions. In doing so, this poster presentation 
illuminates the manner in which contemporary reconfigura-
tions of the Finnish higher education landscape enable bet-
ter understanding both of current university reforms 
worldwide, and of social, political and economic changes in 
contemporary Finland. 

 


