Worship Resources
18 June 2023
Ordinary Time (Proper 6)
Matthew 9:35—10:23/
9:41—10:20 IV
Go Proclaim the Good News


Additional Scriptures
Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7; Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Romans 5:1-8; Doctrine and Covenants 165:2

Preparation
Prepare a worship setting with items that could be used to communicate or call someone; items could include a cell phone, tablet, laptop, paper and pencil, note pads, and a bullhorn. These objects are symbols used to “call” someone.
Prelude
The Community Welcomes and Shares Joys and Concerns
Call to Worship Reading
Reader 1:	I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications.
Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
Reader 2:	What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? I will lift up 
	the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, 
Reader 3:	I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people,
Reader 1:	in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
Reader 2:	in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Reader 3:	Praise the Lord!
-Psalm 116:1-2, 12-13, 18-19, adapted

Hymn of Invitation/Calling
“Now in This Moment” 							  CCS 96
OR “God Is Calling” 							            CCS 172
OR “You Are Called to Tell the Story” 					CCS 625
Invocation
Response



Focus Moment
Point out the objects on the worship center and discuss their function, focusing on “calling.” Tell the Matthew story of Jesus sending the twelve in mission - proclaiming “good news” (Matthew 9:35—10:23). This good news was an invitation for those who would listen to learn of the coming kingdom and Jesus’s ability to restore people to wholeness. Facilitate a discussion. Print or project the following questions to assist in the discussion.
1) Does anyone in your family or a friend ever call you?
2) How do they call you?
3) In this story, how do you think Jesus called his disciples together? 
4) What do you think Jesus was calling them to do?
5) How does Jesus call you to proclaim the good news?

Prayer for Peace
Hymn of Peace
“As the Deer”     sing twice						CCS 148
OR “In the Quiet of This Day”					CCS 161

Light the Peace Candle.
Prayer
God of Grace,
We desire to come to you in reverence
with a calmness and quietude to focus solely on you
and yet, in this time of meditation,
we sense those ever-present noises - 
the whispering, coughing, and arguing of our neighbors,
the drone of our social, news and entertainment devices,
the piercing shots and wailing sirens
still echoing past the darkness of the night.

It can be really hard to be with you,
to feel the touch of your Spirit’s breath,
to taste the fulness of your promises,
but perhaps, instead of extinguishing the noise,
we step towards an eventual embrace - 
a pursuit of listening and understanding,
a living within instead of beside.

Perhaps by accepting the present realities
we join the conversation;
we permit you to shepherd us, all of us;
and we learn to understand that nothing is separated from you.
May we be fully present
and may your peace rest upon the quiet and the noise.
Amen.
-Andreas Stabno, used with permission

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 
Ministry of Music or Congregational Hymn
“We Are the Ones the World Awaits” 					CCS 305
OR “Christ, You Call Us All to Service” 					CCS 357
OR “Jesus Is Calling” 							CCS 578

Sharing in the Spoken Word 
Based on Matthew 9:35—10:23

Disciples’ Generous Response
Hymn of Generosity
“Take My Life and Let It Be” 					CCS 608
OR “Brothers and Sisters of Mine” 				            CCS 616

Scripture Reading: Doctrine and Covenants 165:2

Statement
The calling of the twelve was an important moment in the life of the church. This challenge was for the disciples to follow him, relinquishing much of their family life and vocations to proclaim the good news. The Disciples’ Generous Response is our opportunity to give tangible expressions and gifts to proclaim the good news. It is also an opportunity to examine our whole-life stewardship and explore and develop other ways to proclaim the good news. It is an opportunity to embrace the mission initiative of inviting people to Christ. We are an offering.

During this time of a Disciples’ Generous Response, we focus on aligning our heart with God’s heart. Our offerings are more than meeting budgets or funding mission. We can tangibly express our gratitude to God through our offerings, who is the giver of all.

As we share our mission tithes either by placing money in the plates or through eTithing, use this time to thank God for the many gifts received in life. Our hearts grow aligned with God’s when we gratefully receive and faithfully respond by living Christ’s mission.

Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes

For additional ideas, see Disciples’ Generous Response Tools at CofChrist.org/spiritual-practices-generosity/.

Closing Hymn
“Send Me Forth 								 CCS 651
OR “Make Us, O God, a Church That Shares”				 CCS 657

Commissioning
	God calls! Go! Proclaim the good news – the kingdom of heaven has come near!

Postlude
Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A
Ordinary Time (Proper 6) 

Matthew 9:35—10:23

Exploring the Scripture 


The mission of Jesus Christ is what matters most (Doctrine and Covenants 164:9f). Today we overhear Jesus sending his twelve apostles out on mission for the first time to proclaim God’s reign. 

Matthew 9:35 repeats Matthew 4:23, which reports the miracles, healings, and teaching in Galilee. By repeating the verse, Matthew helps unify the whole as a complete section of illustrations of Jesus’ ministry. This is the mission model for those whom Jesus sends in chapter 10. Matthew tells us that compassion is the motivation, using the image of sheep without a shepherd. Jesus could not meet the overwhelming need so he sends out his apostles to extend his ministry and recruit others.

Each Gospel provides a list of apostles which begins with Simon Peter and ends with Judas Iscariot, with variations between. The lists vary for several reasons. Many people had both a Greek name and a Hebrew name. Perhaps individuals flowed in and out of key leadership during Jesus’ three years of ministry. Perhaps the Gospel writers later added the tradition of “twelve” apostles (symbolic of the twelve tribes of Israel). Memories of who served in key roles varied. 

The individual identity of Jesus’ core group is less important than the instructions he gave them for their mission. Jesus ministered to Jews, Gentiles, and Samaritans, but he told the apostles to begin their work among the Jews, their own people. Matthew was writing for his community of Jewish Christians. This instruction may have helped guide his group of missionaries.
The heart of the mission is proclaiming the good news of God’s reign, and inviting people to be a part of that effort. As signs of this new reign, disciples heal, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, and exorcize demons (v. 8).

Verses 10:9–15 provide advice on how to travel. They were not to take copper coins, a food bag, extra clothes, or extra shoes. They were dependent on the blessings of God and the hospitality of strangers. Mission is as worthy an occupation as planting or harvesting. Those who valued their ministry would provide for them.

Jesus told them to remain in a welcoming home, however humble. They should not seek richer houses or prestige. Building relationships with a household was more important than comfort. As they entered, they must bless the house with peace. If welcomed, God would honor the blessing. If rejected, God would turn the blessing back on the apostle.

It was a custom for a Jew returning from Gentile territory to shake the Gentile dust from their sandals to avoid polluting sacred Jewish land. If rejected, the disciples were to follow the same custom and then move on. Jesus implied that God would judge and punish inhospitality, just as he punished Sodom and Gomorrah for abusing strangers and not welcoming them. It was not the role of the apostles to force acceptance of them or of the kingdom.

Central Ideas 
	Jesus could not complete his work alone. The needs were too great. He sent his disciples as laborers who were to recruit others to help.

The primary task was to spread the good news of God’s reign and demonstrate kingdom living.
The disciples would meet both hospitable and inhospitable people. The result of their labor was in God’s hands. When rejected, they simply moved on.
In the face of persecution, God would be with them and bless their efforts.

Questions for the Speaker 
	Who are the people you can recruit to help carry out Christ’s mission? How can you reach out and invite them?

How can you simplify your own life and be free of material concerns to demonstrate and promote kingdom living?
When have you been tempted to judge and punish those who were inhospitable to you? How did you manage the circumstance?
Have you ever faced persecution because of your faith? How did you respond?





Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A, Letters
Ordinary Time Proper 6
Matthew 9: 35-10:23 NRSV

Gathering
Welcome
Ordinary Time is the period in the Christian Calendar from Pentecost to Advent. This part of the Christian calendar is without major festivals or holy days. During Ordinary Time we focus on our discipleship as individuals and as a faith community.

Prayer for Peace 	
Ring bell or chime three times slowly.
Light Peace Candle

Today’s Prayer for Peace is inspired by the hymn:
“Ate, Wakantanka, hoyewayelo,” Community of Christ Sings 189
Lakota Prayer

“Father Wakantanka says come. Father Wakantanka, pity me. The people want good health. Saying that, I send a voice.”

Father God,
We pray for the peace that good health brings. Peace and good health for the earth, for its plants and animals, for its ecosystems, for its people. We ask forgiveness for the scars we have inflicted on Mother Earth. None of us is innocent of this. Each of us is responsible for caring for the scars. In caring for the earth, we care, too, for one another. May we be a voice of peace.

Spiritual Practice
Dwelling on the Word

Today’s enduring principle we are focusing on is Continuing Revelation. We will practice this with Dwelling on the Word. 
I will read the following scripture passage aloud. As you hear it, allow words, images, or phrases to come to your mind. Try not to focus on them. Let them rest in you. After a moment of silence, I will read the excerpt again a second time. As you hear the words again, listen for how God’s spirit is nudging you or catching your attention.
Read D&C 163:4a
God, the Eternal Creator, weeps for the poor, displaced, mistreated, and diseased of the world because of their unnecessary suffering. Such conditions are not God’s will. Open your ears to hear the pleading of mothers and fathers in all nations who desperately seek a future of hope for their children. Do not turn away from them. For in their welfare resides your welfare.
Pause
Read the scripture a second time:
Pause
Invite group member to share responses to these questions:
1. What words, phrases or images came to mind?
2. How is Gods spirit nudging you?
3. How does dwelling in the word create continued revelation within you?


Sharing Around the Table
Matthew 9: 35-10:23 NRSV
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers deserve their food. Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.
“I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you at that time, for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Sibling will betray sibling to death and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in this town, flee to the next, for truly I tell you, you will not have finished going through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
Jesus is sending his twelve apostles out on mission for the first time to proclaim God’s reign. Even though Jesus ministered to Jews, Gentiles, and Samaritans, he told the apostles to begin their work among the Jews, their own people. This instruction may have been offered as guidance or it may have been Matthew’s way of acknowledging the Jewish Christian communities who would receive his Gospel.
Most importantly, we hear in this passage the heart of mission is proclaiming the good news of God’s reign and inviting people to be a part of that effort. Jesus describes what they are to do and provides advice on how to travel. They were not to take copper coins, a food bag, extra clothes, or extra shoes. They were dependent on the blessings of God and the hospitality of strangers. Those who valued their ministry would provide for them. Jesus told them to remain in a welcoming home, however humble. They should not seek richer houses or prestige. Building relationships with a household was more important than comfort. As they entered, they must bless the house with peace. If welcomed, God would honor the blessing. 
It was a custom for a Jew returning from Gentile territory to shake the dust from their sandals to avoid polluting sacred Jewish land. If rejected, the disciples were to follow the same custom and then move on. Jesus implied that God would judge and punish inhospitality. It was not the role of the apostles to force acceptance of them or of the coming Reign of God.

Questions:

	When have you been moved by compassion to invite someone into sacred community?

When have you been tempted to judge and punish those who were inhospitable to you? When have you been inhospitable to someone else?
How can you simplify your own life and be free of material concerns to demonstrate and promote kingdom living?





Sending
Generosity Statement
“Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.” Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
Discipling God, 
As we navigate our world of debt and consumerism, help us to save wisely, spend responsibly, and give generously. In this way may we prepare for the future and create a better tomorrow for our families, friends, the mission of Christ, and the world. Amen.

Invitation to Next Meeting
Closing Hymn CCS 22 “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd”
Closing Prayer 



Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children




Thoughts for Children
Have the participants do a few sets of some simple exercise like jumping jacks, push-ups, or planks. After they finish, ask:
How does your body feel? (Affirm all answers, if kids have trouble answering, ask them specifically about their hearts, lungs, and muscles)
How do you think your body would feel if you had to do 100 jumping jacks or push-ups or hold a plank for 10 minutes!?
The longer we do an exercise, the more tired our body gets. Physical endurance helps us keep going as our bodies get more tired until it is time to rest.
In today’s scripture passage, the author talks about having endurance. The endurance they are talking about is spiritual endurance. Sometimes are souls become tired or sad and spiritual endurance helps us keep going until we have a chance to rest. 
Just like exercise can help us build physical endurance, there are practices we can do to help us build spiritual endurance. 
What are some things you do that help your soul feel strong and happy and help you have spiritual endurance (Affirm all answers, but be prepared to offer suggestions if the participants don’t have any)

