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Big Idea —  Jesus began His ministry on earth by proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of Heaven. To 
enter the Kingdom now and in eternity, the Kingdom must come in and flow out of an available 
vessel. This series focuses on the elements of the Kingdom and how anyone who desires it can be 
a vessel for the glory, power, and authority of God. 

• Week 1 — Thy Kingdom Come 
Our human nature does not naturally fit into the kingdom of Heaven; we must be transformed to 
live in His realm.

• Week 2 — Yesterday 
God poured out the Holy Ghost in a significant and powerful way on the Day of Pentecost (the 
initial outpouring) and in the early years of the twentieth century. This lesson highlights the 
characteristics of those groups of people and how they prayed and believed for God’s kingdom 
to come in their lives.  

• Week 3 — Today
If we have His Spirit flowing through us in prayer, His words being planted in us through Bible 
study, and His will replacing our will through fasting, others will see Him and His kingdom 
established wherever we are.

• Week 4 — Forever 
Aligning with the kingdom of God gives us an understanding of eternity and births a burden 
for the gospel. Through this understanding we can not only know God and experience Him for 
ourselves, but we can turn around act as God’s ambassadors to a lost world.
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LESSON MAP
Each LINK247 lesson follows the same lesson map. This map is designed to help you connect students with 
biblical truth. Each lesson has options to help you tailor the lesson to best fit the group you are teaching. 
Listed below are the elements in each LINK247 lesson.
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INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to apply 
the truth in their daily lives.

LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect with 
the group of students you are teaching.

UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through the Bible 
with the students.

ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or more of 
the Arrive options.

—YOUTH
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Series Big Idea
Jesus began His ministry on earth by proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of Heaven. 
To enter the Kingdom now and in eternity, the Kingdom must come in and flow out of an 
available vessel. This series focuses on the elements of the Kingdom and how anyone who 
desires it can be a vessel for the glory, power, and authority of God. 

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Isaiah 55:9;  
the Gospel of Matthew

BOTTOM LINE
Our human nature does not naturally fit 
into the kingdom of Heaven; we must be 
transformed to live in His realm.
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WEEK 1 — Thy Kingdom Come 
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LESSON OUTLINE
1. LAUNCH

Option 1 — Discussion  
Option 2 — What Is a Kingdom?
Option 3 — What Is a Key? (Middle School Option)

A. What Is the Kingdom?  
B. Access to the Kingdom
C. The Principles That Govern the Kingdom

2. UNLOCK

3. INTERSECT
A. Beyond the Entrance
B. God’s Ways 
C. The Heart of the King

Option 1 — Prayer
Option 2 — Personal Experience

4. ARRIVE

—YOUTH



1
LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.
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Option 1 — Discussion   
A. What do you see as the kingdom of Heaven?
B. How have you seen the Kingdom on earth in your life or others?
C. What are some things about the Kingdom that you have never understood?

Option 2 — What Is a Kingdom?
A. Organize students into small groups so that each group has a Bible and a smartphone. Ask each 

group to find a passage from Scripture that illustrates something about the Kingdom of God.
B. Ask each group to share their findings and discuss what common threads came into focus.
C. Dictionary.com defines kingdom as “a state or government having a king or queen as its head; 

anything conceived as constituting a realm or sphere of independent action or control.” 
D. The original Greek meaning of the biblical term kingdom is defined as “royal power, kingship, 

dominion, rule” (biblestudytools.com). Jesus was the fulfilment John the Baptist spoke of in 
Matthew 3:2, and His royal power established the spiritual kingdom of Heaven discussed in 
the Bible. 

Option 3—What Is a Key? (Middle School Option)
A. In this lesson we will discuss the keys of the kingdom of God (salvation message in Acts 2).
B. Ask students to take out their keys if they have any. See who has the most keys on their key ring. 
C. Start a discussion about keys: How important are keys? What are things you wouldn’t be able to 

do without your keys?
D. Tie this in to the importance of knowing what unlocks God’s kingdom in our lives.
E. This series will be a journey that will teach us what things the Kingdom keys can unlock.
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2
UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. What Is the Kingdom?
1. Above all other kingdoms of the earth, the kingdom of God is not of the same substance or 

from the same authority.
a. Every earthly kingdom that has existed or ever will exist eventually will come to an end. 

From the powerful ancient empires of Assyria and Rome to today’s empires of dictators 
and politicians, they all have the same common ending. The substance and authority 
of manmade kingdoms come from the word of man; thus, they cannot stand alone. A 
kingdom can stand only through God and His kingdom first (Daniel 2:21). 

b. Yet the kingdom of God will last forever (Psalm 145:13). It was established before the 
world began and will remain for all eternity. 

c. God’s kingdom is built upon the Word of God; because of this foundation, it will be 
sustained (Matthew 24:35; Psalm 119:89). Both the substance of the Kingdom and the 
authority of the Kingdom come from the Word of God. His Word is the highest authority 
and cannot be changed (Psalm 138:2; Isaiah 40:8).

d. The Kingdom is ruled by Jesus, the King of all kings (I Timothy 6:13–16). 
(1) There is no one like Him and He never changes (Hebrews 13:8), because He is the 

Word made flesh (John 1:1, 14). 
(2) He is God Almighty, the Great I Am, the maker of all things (Isaiah 9:6).
(3) He is a loving ruler (Romans 8:39) and can be trusted and counted on (Psalm 9:10).

2. The Kingdom is spiritual (John 18:36). In all kingdoms, principles and laws govern people, 
and there are times when it is necessary to fight for the kingdom. 
a. In God’s kingdom, this all can be found in the spiritual realm, not in what we can see (II 

Corinthians 10:4). 
b. Therefore, we cannot live in the realm of the spiritual kingdom of God by using the 

principles and tools of carnality (Romans 8:6–7).

B. Access to the Kingdom
1. The church is the establishment of God’s kingdom on earth, and salvation is the key of entry 

into the Kingdom. 
a. John the Baptist prepared the way of the Lord by preaching repentance (Matthew 3:2), but 

he also preached that more was coming (Matthew 3:11). 
b. When Jesus came, He reestablished the words of John and said the kingdom of Heaven 

was coming (Matthew 4:17).
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c. Jesus told Peter that the church (fulfillment of the Kingdom established on earth) would 
be built upon the revelation of who He is (Matthew 16:16–18)—the manifestation of 
God in flesh (Isaiah 9:6). Then He said Peter would be receiving the keys of that kingdom 
(Matthew 16:19). 

2. When the church was established (the Day of Pentecost in Act 2), Peter stood up and gave the 
crowd the keys he had been given. He gave them the entryway into God’s kingdom and the 
keys to access everything in it.

3. Read Acts 2:38. 
4. When we are born into the church and family of God, we then become sons and daughters of 

the King and have access to His kingdom (Galatians 4:1–7; I Peter 2:9).

C. The Principles That Govern the Kingdom
1. Jesus told parables to explain how His kingdom worked. He used earthly stories that 

represented the spiritual concepts of the heavenly kingdom. While there are many parables 
throughout the Gospels, here are some in the Gospel of Matthew that give insight into the 
principles of the Kingdom. 
a. The Sower (13:3–9)—In the Kingdom, the Word of God comes as a seed, but the soil 

(humanity) determines if the seed can be established and grow. We are to be the soil that 
allows the seed to be planted and watered to produce fruit, not letting anything get in the way. 

b. The Mustard Seed (13:31–32)—In the Kingdom, only a little bit of faith is required, but it 
is a necessary component for all things in the spiritual realm (Hebrews 11:6). 

c. The Hidden Treasure and Pearl of Great Price (13:44–46)—In the Kingdom, our King 
gave all to purchase us, whom He considers a treasure. He gave all for us, so we give all for 
Him. We sell out to Him and nothing else (Proverbs 23:23).

d. The Unforgiving Servant (18:23–35)—In the Kingdom, because our King forgives us of 
all our sins, we are to forgive others. If we do not, the King will not forgive us. 

e. The Workers in the Vineyard (20:1–16) and The Wedding Feast (22:1–14)—In the 
Kingdom, many are called to be a part, but because of personal choices, few are chosen. 
Chose to be the chosen. 

f. The Virgins (25:1–13)—In the Kingdom, the ones who make it to eternity will be the 
faithful ones. We must keep ourselves full of the oil of the Spirit. 

g. The Talents (25:14–30)—God alone gives to us, and we determine what we do with what 
He gives. Never waste what God has given; use it to further the Kingdom. 

2. The principles of choice, faith, sacrifice, forgiveness, faithfulness, and obedience are the day-
to-day aspects that govern our success or failure in the spiritual realm of God’s kingdom.



©2019 UPCI. All Rights Reserved 8www.link247.org

—YOUTH

3
INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. Beyond the Entrance
1. The keys of the Kingdom can be found in the salvation experience (Acts 2:38). However, 

this is only the beginning. The Pentecostal experience (repentance, baptism in Jesus’ name, 
and the infilling of the Holy Ghost) also grants us access to everything in the Kingdom.

2. Entering the kingdom of God, we must allow His principles to transform us daily. This is the 
foundation of the instructional prayer Jesus introduced in Matthew 6:10. 
a. Read Matthew 6:9–13.
b. We are to pray that God’s kingdom comes in us, that His will be done in us, as it is  

in Heaven. 
c. Let faith come in, and let sacrifice, forgiveness, faithfulness, and obedience come.

B. God’s Ways
1.  If we only see God’s kingdom through human understanding, it will never make sense. 

God’s ways are higher than ours (Isaiah 55:9). He uses things that look foolish to the world 
to confuse the wisdom of the world. 

2. Many of the things He asks of us in His kingdom may see strange and unreasonable, but each 
principle or law has a purpose in the mind of the King. There is only one way the Kingdom 
will make sense: when our minds are transformed, and we begin to see with the Spirit. 

C. The Heart of the King 
1. Every king of a kingdom has a vision and heartbeat through which he governs all things. 

This is also true of any leader. The heart of our King, Jesus, is clearly established through His 
own words. 

2. Everything in the Kingdom rests on two principles: love God and love people (Matthew 22:37–
40). This is the heart of our King. He knows that if every thought, word, and action is motivated 
by loving God and loving people, His kingdom will continue in us and on the earth.
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4 ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or 
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Prayer
A. Lead students through a prayer of “Thy kingdom come in me . . . ,” asking for God’s will and plan to 

be established in their lives above anything else. 
B. Pray that God’s kingdom will be manifested in students’ lives and come to life in ways they have 

never seen before. 

Option 2 — Personal Experience
A. Describe a time in your life when God’s kingdom became real to you and you conformed to what 

His will was in your life at the time.
B. Invite another student to share a similar experience.
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Week 2 — Yesterday 
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Series Big Idea
Jesus began His ministry on earth by proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of Heaven. 
To enter the Kingdom now and in eternity, the Kingdom must come in and flow out of an 
available vessel. This series focuses on the elements of the Kingdom and how anyone who 
desires it can be a vessel for the glory, power, and authority of God. 

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Acts 1; 2

BOTTOM LINE
God poured out the Holy Ghost in a 
significant and powerful way on the Day 
of Pentecost (the initial outpouring) and 
in the early years of the twentieth century. 
This lesson highlights the characteristics 
of those groups of people and how they 
prayed and believed for God’s kingdom to 
come in their lives. 
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LESSON OUTLINE
1. LAUNCH

Option 1 — Discussion 
Option 2 — Historical Presentations
Option 3 — The First Still Falls

A. The First-Century Church 
B. The Twentieth-Century Church

2. UNLOCK

3. INTERSECT
A. The Twenty-First Century Church 
B. Is He First?
C. Inviting His Kingdom In

Option 1 — Prayer 
Option 2 — A Great Cloud of Witnesses 

4. ARRIVE

—YOUTH



1
LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.
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Option 1 — Discussion 
A. How has God’s kingdom come in the world in the past?
B. How has God’s kingdom come in your life in the past?
C. What are some things that attract God and bring His kingdom to earth?

Option 2 — Historical Presentations
A. For this option, in advance of class order Their Story: Twentieth-Century Pentecostals by Fred 

Foster (available at www.pentecostalpublishing.com). 
B. Divide students into two groups: those who study the day of Pentecost and those who will study 

twentieth-century Pentecostal revival. Instruct those studying the day of Pentecost to review 
Acts 2 and those studying early revival to review Their Sory: Twentieth-Century Pentecostals.

C. Give each group time to create a summary of information about their topic and than ask for 
group presentations.

D. Fill in any blanks after student presentations with the information below:
E. The Day of Pentecost

1. Pentecost means fifty days after Passover. Just a short time after Jesus had been crucified, 
120 people gathered in the upper room. They were waiting for a manifestation of His 
Spirit that He had promised. 

2. After praying and being in unity, everyone in the house was filled when the Holy Ghost 
fell in a mighty way. 

3. This was the beginning of the church. No longer was the presence of God only for 
people of Jewish descent; it was now open to anyone who desired His presence 
(Revelation 22:17). Thus, the first-century church began. 

F. The Azusa Street Revival
1. At the turn of the twentieth century, a group of people had received the revelation that 

speaking in tongues was the outward manifestation of receiving the Holy Ghost. 
2. After having small meetings here and there, they secured a location on Azusa Street in 

Los Angeles, California. A multicultural and multi-denominational revival sparked, and 
many began receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost by the evidence of speaking in tongues. 

3. This began a spiritual awakening across the United States and was the birth of the 
modern Pentecostal movement. 

4. Sometime later, certain individuals received the revelation of the oneness of God and 
baptism in the name of Jesus. This was the birth of the United Pentecostal Church 
International, the largest oneness Pentecostal organization. 
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G. These two major outpourings of the Holy Ghost are key moments in the history of the church 
and give insight into what it means for God’s kingdom to come in us on earth today.

 Option 3 — The First Still Falls
A. At the Azusa Centennial Celebration, a special production was put on to demonstrate what 

happened at Azusa and what lead up to it. Several scenes illustrate what those early meetings 
looked like. To help students visualize, show some clips of the drama. 

B. Access the drama by searching “The Fire Still Falls Azusa Drama” currently hosted at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyc65wmBawo.
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2
UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. The First-Century Church
1. The people in the upper room on the Day of Pentecost were acting in obedience, out of faith, 

on the words of Jesus, without a prior manifestation of anything like this before. 
a. Jesus told them the Holy Ghost and fire would come and baptize them (Acts 1:5). He did 

not say when; He just told them to wait in Jerusalem for the promise of this moment (Acts 
1:4). They obeyed His words (Acts 1:12–13).

b. They were in unity, together in prayer, while they waited for the Kingdom to be 
manifested in them (Acts 1:14). 

c. After being filled with Holy Ghost, Peter stood up and became a witness to all who would 
listen (Acts 2:14–40). This was obedience to Jesus telling them they would be witnesses 
after the outpouring of the Holy Ghost (Acts 1:8). 

d. They all became witnesses, and thus began the first greatest manifestation of the kingdom 
of God (Acts 2:42–47). 

2. The apostles knew the power did not come from them, but was from God alone. He was the 
only one who received the glory. 
a. Peter told the lame man he had nothing of worldly value, but what he had was the power 

and authority of the name of Jesus (Acts 3:6). The lame man walked again, and God got 
the credit (Acts 3:12–16; 4:10–12). 

b. Saul (also called Paul) persecuted the church, and they were afraid of him. Yet even 
though Saul was intimidating, Ananias’ faith and trust in God’s ability made way for Saul’s 
conversion into an apostle (Acts 9:12–18). 

3. The early church committed to giving their lives for the gospel and to see the kingdom of God 
manifested on earth. 
a. Stephen had so much faith in God’s kingdom and in the gospel of the kingdom (Acts 6:8), he 

had the courage to preach to the synagogue that had stirred up and believed false witnesses 
against him (6:9–15; 7:1–53). Even in the face of death, he honored God (Acts 7:55–60). 

b. Paul left tradition, position, and power to be an apostle of God. He went through many 
trials, but he still said none of it mattered if he “may win Christ” (Philippians 3:8). 

B. The Twentieth-Century Church
1. Like the early church, those who were a part of the Azusa Street revival in 1906 had been 

hearing the Word of God as they read and preached the events of the Book of Acts. They 
began to seek God’s presence and pray for an outpouring like that in the New Testament. 
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2. Their obedience to the Word of God led to the birth of the modern Pentecostal movement. 
What followed was a mirror of the Book of Acts: miracles, signs, wonders, and preaching that 
proclaimed Jesus and His gift of the Holy Ghost as essential to salvation. 

3. These people were not rich and did not put on shows. They simply prayed and worshiped 
God, inviting His presence and glory into their lives. Many sacrificed much so the gospel 
could be spread.

4. God’s kingdom came in their lives because they placed Him, His Word, and His presence 
above all else. 
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3
INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. The Twenty-First Century Church
1. According to the prophetic facts of the Bible, we are living in the times of the second 

coming of Jesus. The Bible prophesies in Joel 2:28 and again in Acts 2:17 that in the last 
days, God will pour out His Spirit upon all flesh. 

2. It has been preached for decades that there will be an outpouring greater than that of both 
the first-century church and the twentieth-century church. This is based on the concept that 
the latter rain of the church will be greater than the former rain (Haggai 2:9). 

3. We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.
a. Not only is it possible for greater days to come to the church, but it is worth every 

sacrifice (Hebrews 12:1). 
b. A. W. Tozer said, “Anything God has ever done, He can do now. Anything God has 

ever done anywhere, He can do here. Anything God has ever done for anyone, He can 
do for you.” 

B. Is He First?
1. An important characteristic found in both groups from the past is: God was first. His Word, 

His ways, and His presence were more important to early believers than anything else. 
a. More important than money and fame
b. More important than family and tradition
c. More important that comfort and ease
d. More important than their own time

2. Another vital characteristic that resounds throughout each story from these two eras is: 
obedience. When God spoke, early believers obeyed. When God called, they responded. 
a. They obeyed even when those around them criticized. 
b. They obeyed even though they were persecuted. 
c. They obeyed even knowing it would cost them everything. 

3. Finally, their faith activated them into action and drew God’s presence to them (Hebrews 11:6). 
a. They believed that God would do what He said He would do through His power alone. 
b. They believed it would change them and their world.
c. They believed that nothing could stand in the way of God’s plan. 
d. They believed it would be worth every sacrifice.
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C. Inviting His Kingdom In
1. God’s prophetic Word will come to pass. He will use a group of people to be the conduits for 

His kingdom to come on earth. 
2. Whom He chooses will depend on us. 

a. Who will place God above everything else?
b. Who will obey, no matter what?
c. Who will believe that God alone holds the power?

3. When we pray, “Thy kingdom come,” we are saying, “I want You, God, above all else—Your 
ways above mine, Your thoughts above mine, Your plan above mine.”
a. This means saying no to less important things. 
b. This means submitting when we do not agree. 
c. This means believing when impossibility is all we can see. 

4. God is looking for someone to create a place for Him and His presence. He wants to pour 
out His Spirit like never before (and He is doing that in many places around the world). He is 
searching for a vessel that is asking for His kingdom to come in. Will it be you?
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4 ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or 
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Prayer 
A. Lead students in prayer, asking God to help them invite His kingdom into their lives, putting Him 

first, obeying His Word, and believing in what He can do in their lives. 
B. Give students time to talk to God and examine their lives to get rid of anything that is hindering 

His kingdom from coming in them.

Option 2 — A Great Cloud of Witnesses 
A. Have one or two elders in the church come and share the moment they received the Holy Ghost 

and what it was like for them. 
B. Have them share what it changed in their lives and how it affected those around them.
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Series Big Idea
Jesus began His ministry on earth by proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of 
Heaven. To enter the Kingdom now and in eternity, the Kingdom must come in and 
flow out of an available vessel. This series focuses on the elements of the Kingdom and 
how anyone who desires it can be a vessel for the glory, power, and authority of God. 

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Matthew 6:10

BOTTOM LINE
If we have His Spirit flowing through 
us in prayer, His words being planted 
in us through Bible study, and His 
will replacing our will through fasting, 
others will see Him and His kingdom 
established wherever we are
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Week 3 — Today
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LESSON OUTLINE
1. LAUNCH

Option 1 — Discussion  
Option 2 — What Happens When . . .  
Option 3 — Word Relay (Middle School Option)

A. Thy Will Be Done 
B. The Day to Day
C. Preparing the Way

2. UNLOCK

3. INTERSECT
A. Sharing John’s Purpose 
B. Practical Application
C. Taking It by Force

Option 1 — Prayer 
Option 2 — Practical Evaluation

4. ARRIVE

—YOUTH
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LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.
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Option 1 — Discussion   
A. What is the hardest thing about living for God? 
B. How difficult is it to establish a daily relationship with Him?
C. What are things have helped you in becoming closer to God and His will?

Option 2 — What Happens When . . . 
A. Lead students in discussing the following scenarios:

1. What happens when you are faced with a decision about your future?
2. What happens when what you thought was your purpose doesn’t work out?
3. What happens when you have a right to do something, but it may not be the right thing 

to do?
4. What happens when you want something that is not good for you or not acceptable to God?
5. What happens when something makes you happy, but God asks you to give it up? 

B. Ask students how and why they chose their answers.

Option 3 — Word Relay (Middle School Option)
A. Before class write the words of Matthew 6:10 on small slips of paper and place in scrambled 

order on one side of the room.
B. Challenge the group to assemble the words to the verse in correct order. However, the class can only 

send one person at a time to retrieve a single word. Additionally, the person retrieving the word 
must wear a blindfold, and the class must call out directions to help the person find the words.

C. After the verse is assembled in correct order, ask the group how the instructions the group 
called out compares to our need for prayer to find direction from God to pursue His kingdom.
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2
UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. Thy Will Be Done 
1. The most important factor in seeing God’s kingdom come in us and around us is developing a 

desire for His will over our own. 
a. Read Matthew 6:10.
b. The word will in this passage holds a lot of power. The original Greek word means:

(1) what one wishes or has determined shall be done;
(2) the purpose of God;
(3) what God wishes to be done by us—commands, precepts;
(4) choice, inclination, desire, pleasure. 

2. This means that for God’s will to be present in our lives, to see His kingdom established in us, 
we must let go of our wishes, purpose, choice, inclination, desire, and pleasure. 

(1) We let go of what we wish for our lives—fame, money, position, love, popularity, 
and so on. 

(2) We let go of what we think our purpose is and allow God to birth His purpose. 
(3) We let go of our justified choices and, instead, take God’s choices. 
(4) We let go of our natural tendencies, urges, and feelings, and we take on God’s 

inclinations. 
(5) We let go of our special desires and pleasures and, instead, allow God to place desires 

and pleasures in us. 
3. To put it simply: we give Him all we have and take on all He wants to give us.

B. The Day to Day
1. One of the most difficult things to do is to take a biblical concept and actively apply it to 

our daily lives. Even though it is a start, knowing the concept and believing the concept are 
never enough. 

2. The specific ways to replace our will with God’s, as mentioned above, sound great in our 
minds. However, we may find it challenging as we get up and live each day.
a. What happens when you are faced with a decision about your future?
b. What happens when what you thought was your purpose doesn’t work out?
c. What happens when you have a right to do something, but it may not be the right thing 

to do?
d. What happens when you want something that is not good for you or not acceptable to God?
e. What happens when something makes you happy, but God asks you to give it up? 
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3. While these are just a few possibilities of what life may bring, they are very real. They are 
examples of situations that have caused many great people to reject God’s will and never see 
His kingdom in their lives. 

4. The question is: how do we live each day walking in His will and preparing a place for His 
kingdom to come? 

C. Preparing the Way
1. John the Baptist came to preach to the people that the Messiah had come. His job was to 

prepare the way of the Lord (Matthew 3:3). He preached, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). So is our job in every area of life—to prepare the way for 
Jesus to move and for His kingdom to be established. 
a. John understood that his will had to die for the will of the Master to exist (John 1:31). 

He had not even known Jesus before Jesus’ baptism. Yet John did the will of God so Jesus 
could be revealed to Israel. 

b. John was beheaded before he could see the full manifestation of what Jesus came to do. 
John suffered criticism and much discomfort to prepare the way for God’s kingdom. 

c. John’s life teaches us that 
(1) preparing the way will cost you everything,
(2) preparing the way is not popular,
(3) preparing the way requires a daily desire to do the will of God. 

2. John knew that nothing he endured or experienced was about him (John 1:6–9). He lived his 
life knowing it was all about the one who was coming after him—the one who would bring 
the Kingdom with Him. 

3. Read John 1:26–27.
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3
INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. Sharing John’s Purpose 
1. Each one of us shares the same purpose as John: to prepare the way for God and the 

manifestation of His kingdom. While our days may not be filled with eating locusts, being 
called a wild man, and being beheaded, they should be filled with daily sacrifices that empty 
us of our will and replace it with God’s will. 
a. John’s message was: “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). 

So it is in our lives. Repentance is a daily death of our will (I Corinthians 15:31), turning 
away from it and moving in the direction of God’s will. 

b. Daily death kills anything in us that will reject God’s will and allows a place for Him to 
manifest His kingdom in us. 

2. After repentance, we are empty. If we then turn toward worldly pursuits and fill up on those, 
our repentance will have been in vain. We must take our empty vessels and fill them with 
godly pursuits. This prepares our hearts and minds for His kingdom to be made manifest in us.  

B. Practical Application
1. What we invest in, digest, and dwell on determines how well we are preparing the way for 

God’s kingdom. 
2. In daily, private prayer time with God, we prepare our flesh—emptying out, denying fleshly 

pleasures, and positioning ourselves to hear from Him. 
3. Through daily, private Bible study, we build our strength through His Word, listening for 

His voice to speak through His Word. This is where we find direction for how He wants His 
kingdom to come that day—in us and through us. 

4. Through a consistent habit of fasting, we deny our human impulses. We consecrate our 
bodies for a deeper walk with God. This helps us prioritize His will and not our own. 

5. Both the early church and our elders had a hunger to see God’s kingdom manifest in their 
midst. They were willing to sacrifice time, fame, money, food, and every earthly pleasure to 
see this happen. 

C. Taking It by Force
1. Matthew 11:12 says, “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 

heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.” 
a. When we see the word violence, we think in terms of physical fighting. However, this 

passage is referring to the idea that the kingdom of God uses “force.” We force our 
dominion over the spirits of Hell, and we force our flesh to conform to God’s will. 
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b. The violent fight takes place in our flesh and in our spirit (Romans 8:7; II Corinthians 
10:4; Ephesians 6:12).

2.  Making way for the kingdom of God is proactive, never passive. 
a. We open the door; then He comes in. 
b. We obey the Word; then He honors it. 
c. We build our lives on His Word; then He protects us in the storms. 
d. We ask; then He answers. 
e. We give; then He blesses. 

3. Even though the ultimate power comes from God alone, He will not act without an invitation 
from us. He wants to dwell in and work through lives that have welcomed Him in, willingly 
praying the prayer, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done.”
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4 ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or 
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Prayer
A. Lead students through a prayer of repentance and through a process of emptying out to make 

room for God’s will and God’s kingdom. 
B. Pray that God will open students’ spiritual eyes to see the specific areas of their lives that need 

focus and may be hindering the kingdom of God from manifesting in them and through them.

Option 2 — Practical Evaluation 
A. For each student, prepare a sheet of paper with three sections: prayer, Bible study, and fasting. 

Leave room under each heading for students to write. Allow time for students to evaluate each of 
these areas of their lives honestly.

B. Then ask for volunteers to share an area they are having trouble with and their greatest challenge. 
C. Discuss ways to improve these areas by removing the distractions and obstacles. 
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Series Big Idea
Jesus began His ministry on earth by proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of 
Heaven. To enter the Kingdom now and in eternity, the Kingdom must come in and 
flow out of an available vessel. This series focuses on the elements of the Kingdom and 
how anyone who desires it can be a vessel for the glory, power, and authority of God. 

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Matthew 22:36–40

BOTTOM LINE
Aligning with the kingdom of God gives 
us an understanding of eternity and 
births a burden for the gospel. Through 
this understanding we can not only know 
God and experience Him for ourselves, 
but we can turn around act as God’s 
ambassadors to a lost world.
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LESSON OUTLINE
1. LAUNCH

Option 1 — Discussion   
Option 2 — Loving Our Neighbors   
Option 3 — Commitment Contest (Middle School Option)

A. First, His Kingdom in Us  
B. The Second Greatest Commandment 
C. Loving the Unlovable 

2. UNLOCK

3. INTERSECT
A. His Kingdom in Us Daily
B. His Kingdom through Us Daily
C. Willing to Give

Option 1 — Prayer 
Option 2 — Commitments

4. ARRIVE

—YOUTH



1
LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.
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Option 1 — Discussion   
A. Ask the following questions:

1. How do we know His kingdom is established in us? 
2. What do we do with what He has done in us?
3. What does it mean to be an ambassador? 
4. What do you think it would be like to be an ambassador of our country and represent it 

in another nation?
5. How do you think that compares to who we are ambassadors of the kingdom of God?

B. Merriam-Webster defines ambassador as “a diplomatic agent of the highest rank accredited to 
a foreign government or sovereign as the resident representative of his or her own government 
or sovereign or appointed for a special and often temporary diplomatic assignment.”

C. When we enter God’s kingdom, we are given the highest rank possible to humanity: sons 
and daughters of the King. 

D. As sons and daughters:
1. We represent our sovereign: Jesus. 
2. We are appointed for special assignments. 
3. We are sent into the world, a place that should be foreign to us, to be light in the darkness. 

E. Just like ambassadors for a country, as sons and daughters we carry with us the authority of 
the kingdom we serve.
1. God calls us to be His ambassadors to a world searching for answers. 
2. We are the faces they see when they begin to look. If they are going to get to the King, 

we must (like John the Baptist) work to prepare the way for them. 

Option 2 — Loving Our Neighbors  
A. Ask the class about a need they are aware of in the church. Perhaps it is a family facing a hard 

time such as sickness and financial stress, or maybe the church has a means of serving the 
community such as a food pantry.

B. Take time as a group to discuss the need and then brainstorm how the group could work 
together to meet the need. 

C. Create a plan to help with the need, whether working together at the end of today’s session or 
during a special time to meet.

D. Ask the group how helping with this need reflects our alignment with the kingdom of God. 
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Option 3 — Commitment Contest (Middle School Option)
A. Ask for two volunteers to take part in a simple contest.
B. Have the volunteers face one another and instruct them that they are about to participate in a 

staring contest. The person who can stare at the other without blinking or looking away wins.
C. Make the contest fun and light-hearted and thank both volunteers for participating.
D. After volunteers return to their seats, talk about how spiritual commitment is more than a short 

game like what we’ve just seen. Committing to the kingdom of God is a decision that guides all 
of our lives forever. While the staring contest took determination for a few seconds, choosing to 
forever pursue God’s kingdom means consecrating every part of our lives to serve God and others.



©2019 UPCI. All Rights Reserved 38www.link247.org

—YOUTH

2
UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. First, His Kingdom in Us 
1. The first and greatest commandment is to love God with everything we have (Matthew 22:36). 

a. Loving Him means building a relationship with Him.
b. Loving Him means obeying Him. 
c. Loving Him means allowing His kingdom to come in us. 

2. The previous lesson focused on the necessity to seek God, build a relationship with Him, and 
prepare the way for His kingdom to come in us each day. This is important to establish first in 
our lives because:
a. His kingdom in us positions us to hear from Him and receive healing, strength, wisdom, 

and understanding. 
b. His kingdom in us prepares us for what spiritual battles lie head. 
c. His kingdom in us establishes His principles, laws, and desires and settles it all in us for 

the days when life and spiritual opposition come to shake and tear them down. 
3. Read Hebrews 12:25–29. When we listen, accept and obey Him, we allow for things to be built 

in us that cannot be shaken. That will remain when everything else on earth has been tried. 
a. The kingdom of God is firm, stable, and cannot be shaken. Therefore, if His kingdom is in 

us, we will be firm, stable, and not shaken. 
b. Once that is established, we turn the kingdom, that is in us, outward through service and 

worship.

B. The Second Greatest Commandment
1. Read Matthew 22:36–40.  
2. Jesus made a point to prioritize these commandments. Loving God is first and foremost. 

Nothing else can substitute. Many reasons explain this:
a. God is jealous and will not accept anything but to be at the top of your list one of priorities. 
b. He is the only doorway into the kingdom; nothing else can get us there (John 10:9). 
c. He is the only being, spiritual or physical, who knows all, sees all, understands all, and 

has all power (Revelation 1:8). Therefore, a relationship with Him is the only way to find 
peace, strength, and supernatural help. 

d. Finally, it is impossible to truly love people (as is the second greatest commandment) 
without first loving God and allowing Him to love you in return. 

3. Second, we must love others.
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a. What do you think “neighbor” means in this passage?
b. Who is your neighbor?
c. Besides just someone who lives next to us, the point is that we should love and care for 

others.
4. Jesus did not get into specifics about what it meant to love your neighbor, other than 

indicating it should be as we love ourselves as mentioned in the above passage. Yet, he did 
specify how we should love our enemies in Matthew 5:44. 
a. Love them, bless them, do good to them, and pray for them. 
b. If that is how we are to treat enemies, it would be safe to assume our neighbors receive 

that treatment and more. 
c. Jesus said that it is understandable to love someone who is good to you or who gives you 

something (Matthew 5:45–48). Yet, He challenges us to love when we are not getting 
anything in return. He goes even further when He says to love those who willfully hurt us. 
How is that possible? 

C. Loving the Unlovable
1. Our world is full of unlovable and undesirable people. As children of God, having His 

kingdom come in us is not for our benefit alone. It is the only way for us to have the capacity 
to love the way we should. 
a. Jesus ended the mandate of loving our enemies in Matthew 5 by connecting it to being 

like Him. His love to us on the cross was the ultimate example of love that is given amid 
rejection. He loves no matter how we respond. He loves even when we do not give Him love. 

b. That is unconditional love. It is a love that He calls us to give to others, knowing we do not 
have the ability in ourselves alone. He knows it requires His kingdom to be established in 
us first. 

2. His kingdom in us first sets us up to be an ambassador and a witness for Him (II Corinthians 
5:20; Acts 1:8). We are to represent Him to others and tell them about His kingdom.
a. We are to love like Him.
b. We are to serve like Him.
c. We are to sacrifice like Him.
d. We are to forgive like Him.

3. Read I Corinthians 13:4–8. 
4. According to I Corinthians 13:4–8, love is longsuffering, kind, does not envy, is not proud, does 

not misbehave, is not selfish, is not easily angered, thinks no evil, rejoices not in wrong, rejoices 
in the truth, bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things. 
a. Think about it. How can we do that in our own humanity? 
b. We cannot. It is only through the empowerment of His kingdom in us that we can give 

that kind of love to a world that is desperately seeking it. 
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3
INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. His Kingdom in Us Daily 
1. Our daily consecration, sacrifice, and time spent with God establishes our connection to 

Him each day and positions us as ambassadors of His kingdom. We have what we need to 
be light in a dark world (Matthew 5:14). 
a. Our testimony is a tool.
b. Our experiences help us to connect to others.
c. Our walk with God creates in us willingness to reach out.
d. Our Holy Spirit experience equips and empowers us to interact with the spiritual and 

work effectively in ministering to others.
2. It causes us to look in the mirror and evaluate our thoughts, speech, and action. If we have a 

healthy, godly view of ourselves, only then do we have the capacity to love and give to others.

B. His Kingdom through Us Daily
1. By establishing His kingdom in us, God empowers us to go into our world and be conduits 

for His kingdom everywhere we go. 
a. In our home – we can pray for our families, support them, and speak kindness to them. 
b. In our school – we can shine the light of God brightly through holiness (both in our 

dress and conduct), share what Jesus has done in us and wants to do for others, and 
apply ourselves as a student to reflect God’s blessings and favor. 

c. In our church – we can be faithful, pray, give, serve, and worship every service. This 
commitment invites His presence to move and blesses the entire church.  

d. In our daily lives – every restaurant, store, or other public place we go, presents 
opportunities to make connections and be the one God uses to bring someone else into 
His kingdom. 

2. Our close relationships are often the ones tested the most. Jesus had to often extend 
unconditional love to his disciples, the ones who were closer to Him than anyone else 
during His time on earth. His kingdom working through us also means:
a. Grace and forgiveness 
b. Integrity and honesty 
c. Discretion and empathy
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C. Willing to Give
1. Ultimately, for His kingdom being established in us and on the earth, we should be willing to 

give Him everything and to trust Him no matter what. 
a. What are you willing to give up for Him?
b. What are you looking to accomplish through relationship with God?
c. We need to think hard about what our purpose is and how we can effectively work for the 

kingdom that is coming, even now.
2. It’s saying “God, I’m here. I’m willing, and I will commit to staying with you to the end. 

Regardless of how I feel, what I see, or what my circumstances are, I am willing to be yours.” 
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4 ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or 
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Prayer 
A. Pray for the group to be willing to surrender all to God and invite His kingdom into their lives. 
B. Pray for God’s kingdom and will to come into the room. Invite His glory in to do a work in their 

hearts. 

Option 2 — Commitments 
A.  Help the group understand how important it is to make commitments. Commitments keep us 

accountable. By making a commitment to God in a single moment, we will be more successful in 
living up to that commitment. 

B. Lead them in making a sincere commitment to God. Pray out loud to help them know what this 
sounds like. 


