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…………………………………………………………………………….……………………. 

Introduction 

This lesson has 1 resource titled “Cardinal Directions or Compass Directions”. 

Instructions 

In your Exercise Books make sure your Handwriting is neat and legible. (I will be 

checking your Exercise Book when you return to school): 

 To complete this lesson, you must follow the following steps:  

Step 1. Copy the Header. 

Step 2.  Copy the notes with the figure 1 and 2 into your exercise book.  

Step 3.  Read through your notes a few times until you are confident enough to 

solve a similar problem.  

Step 4. Move onto Lesson 34A to do your Practice Exercise. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Cardinal Directions or Compass Directions  

There are four main directions or points called cardinal 

directions (sometimes cardinal points). The four points 

include north (N), east (E), south (S), and west (W). The 

direction words are found on maps, compasses, street signs, 

and in many other places. The cardinal directions help people 

travel from place to place.  

Another four directions, mid-way, between these are north-east, south-east, north-

west and south west. 

Each cardinal direction has a special location. The 

NORTH always points to the north pole of the Earth, 

sometimes called “the top of the world”. The SOUTH 

points to the “bottom” of the Earth or the south pole. 

The EAST always points to the place where the sun 

rises in the morning, and the WEST always points to 

the place the sun sets in the evening.  

You may also hear the compass directions used when a GPS system 

in a car or on a phone narrates directions to a place.  

The voice may say things like,  

“Turn west onto Bava Street; in 100 m turn west onto Angau Drive ; 

and then drive east towards Ninoa Place.”  

One way to remember the compass directions is by using the first letter of each word 

to form short sentences. Example: Nice, Easy, Slow, Water. Can you think of a new 

one?  

 

 

 

Figure 1 Compass 

Figure 3 GPS locator 

Figure 2 Compass reading with angles. 


