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INTRODUCTION

Given the newness of engaging with the problem of homosexuality in society in the Western 
world Christians are still struggling to know how to engage homosexuality in some of the 
complex everyday life situations.  My goal in this message is not to give you a list of laws 
that you can apply in any situation but rather to try and demonstrate how to think through 
issues for yourself.  You see, when one wanders into the realm of ethics we are faced with 
as many different situations as there are people, personalities, cultures, perspectives, etc.  it
would therefore be impossible for me to be able to give a rule for what to do in every 
situation, and in fact, it is not my job to take the place of your conscience either.  The bible 
is sufficient to deal with these situations and fully equips us for any situation in either 
principle of precept, this however does not remove from us the responsibility of us having to
work out their issues in our own homes and work places for ourselves.  An answer which 
might be right in one situation given a particular set of circumstances may be wrong for 
another situation.  What we want to avoid as we approach the issue of practical 
engagement is a one size fits all mentality, a forced case law that runs into every situation 
with a ready formula.  The messiness of life after the fall hardly ever allows for such neat 
solutions.  The responsibility is laid upon every one of us to be ready to apply God’s word in 
our won situations.  You are the best equipped person in your life to apply God’s word 
because you are the one who has the most information about the situations you are in.  

This is the way that Paul taught the Corinthians to think when they faced difficulties in their 
particular culture.  The Corinthians lived in a culture where almost all the meat was offered 
to idols before it was sold or eaten.  What were the Corinthians to do?  What Paul does not 
do is offer a one size fits all answer, instead he shows them how to apply principles of truth 
in three different scenarios equipping them to see how the principles apply and how to think
for themselves.  He shows them how to apply their theology in practice.  So in 1 Cor. 8:1-13 
he acknowledges the truth that idols are nothing, but that not all possess that knowledge 
yet and are immature in their faith.  So he demonstrates how to use the truth in love putting
one’s neighbour before oneself in not eating what is not sinful to eat.  In 1 Cor. 10:14-22 we
have another instance of eating food offered to idols however in this instance it is not 
merely buying food offered to idols from the meat market but a full participation in an 
idolatrous feast and he clearly forbids eating in that context when he says in v21, ‘You 
cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.’  Then again in 1 Cor. 
10:23-31 he speaks about eating food offered to idols encouraging them to eat whatever is 
sold in the meat markets, even whatever is offered to them at an unbelievers table, unless 
by eating the unbeliever thinks you are somehow violating your faith.  So can the 
Corinthians eat food offered to idols?  The answer is, yes, no and depends.  Yes all food is 



from God, no if it causes your brother to stumble, and it depends on who you are with and 
how your witness will be perceived by those you are with.  This circumstance dependant 
approach will no doubt frustrate the legalist who wants all his rules firmly drawn up in black 
and white before he leaves the door.  However, this messy approach is most instructive for 
us as we seek to negotiate the many different situations we will face as we engage with 
homosexuality in society.  

It will not be my goal to outline what to do in every situation but to try and apply biblical 
principles to certain situations hoping to demonstrate which principles are to guide us and 
how to better think through the issues.

Home

Situation number one, every parent’s worst nightmare: What do you do if your child comes 
to you and tells you they are gay?  

Let begin with what not to do.  Here are the two stereotypical wrong responses.  On the one
hand we have the traditional conservative emotional blow up where the child gets kicked out
of the house.  I hope you see that this is a wrong response though many of the emotions 
are understandable.  Your family is not a church, the blood that binds you as family is not 
the same as the grace that a binds a church together in fellowship.  If a child becomes an 
alcoholic, a drug addict, announces themselves an atheist or a homosexual, this does not 
constitute the equivalent of church discipline and their removal from the home.  There is a 
bond of blood that exists apart from sin.  It is for this reason that unbelieving husbands and 
wives are still married to believers.  I have a lesbian aunt, she is still my aunt and I am in no
way obligated to disown her as family on account of her sin.   
The other wrong response would be to see nothing wrong with the announcement and 
condone the whole thing as normal and acceptable.  

Given that your child is young and is likely influence from a worldly perspective that defines 
identity by desire, by stereotype or some other authority apart from the word of God, you 
must be the voice of reason and calmness in that situation.  It is clear that your child is 
confused and no doubt hurting for this announcement can only come after deep wrestling 
with guilt, shame and fear.  You have good news, not the good news of condoning or 
affirming the lie they have believed, but the truth that the contrary desires they feel are sin, 
and they are still either a male or female and not a freakish third category.  You can speak 
to them of the hope of forgiveness and the help of the Spirit to help battle contrary desires 
and produce Christlikeness.  Given the media promotion of these things, the ubiquitous 
embracing of these things, and the many other children our children will encounter who 
have imbibed worldly thinking this is going to be a more common scenario than it has been 
in the past.  As parents you must be equipped.  You can no longer go along with the old 
school test for homosexuality.  ‘If you are totally disgusted at the idea you are not gay.’  The 
truth is because of our sinfulness we love the things we hate to do, we have to tell them the
truth that it is their sinfulness that accounts for their not totally hating it, that they are men 
or woman and point them to Christ and His Spirit.  



But what if they start bringing their partners home and carry on their ways under your roof?
Then it is an issue of parental authority and your rules have rule.  If you had a rebellious 
child who was a drug addict and as a result of his drugs was having wild parties in the 
house and stealing your stuff, there may come a point where the child is put out, given they 
are of legal age.  The same set of principles that we would apply to a drug addict would 
apply in this issue of someone disregarding your parental authority in your home.  In this 
way it is just like other sins.  

Another question relevant to children and parents alike is: Can my teenager have 
homosexual friends?

This question too has several answers to it.  Firstly, let’s examine some assumptions about 
friendship.  21st century Western teenagers are thrown together in high-schools where they 
are socialized into their peer groups.  Teenage life exists not as a whole but as a 
stratification of age specified groups.  Children one year below you are not cool enough, and
teens one year older than you might as well be a different species.  Through spending the 
best part of their teenage lives with their peer groups a teen’s main sphere of influence and 
the thing that shapes them is no longer their family but the sub-culture specific to their age.
There is a shift in authority from parents to friends, affirmation is sought from their peers 
not their parents, and friendship takes on a tribal quality and is sacred above loyalty to 
family.  Teens now feel like aliens in their own homes with younger siblings seen as 
annoyances parents as freedom restricting police.  In light of this cultural background we 
can easily imagine the scenario of a Christian parent saying to their teenage child, ‘You 
cannot be friends with so-and-so!’  And we can picture the retort, ‘But they are my friend.’  
This statement assumes an unspoken law that trumps parental authority or spiritual 
principles.                

The question of can my teen have homosexual friends is similar though not exactly the 
same as can my teen have drug addict friends, but would be different if the friend was not 
practicing and trying to influence your teen but was merely confused and trying it on in an 
attempt to shape an alternate identity.  The particulars of the situation would determine the 
answer.  

The bigger question is really one of equipping your children to choose friends wisely.  
Contrary to popular belief the law of ‘they are my friend’ is not the highest law to guide our 
behaviour in relationships.  God is the Lord of our lives and all that we do, including 
choosing our friends must be done for the glory of God.  There are many sinful reasons why
friendships are pursued but Christians are to be deliberate in cultivating edifying friendships.
Here are some guiding principles which will help.  Firstly, principles for the children.  

Firstly, listen to your parent’s advice!  That may sound stupid, but only if you have been 
brainwashed into thinking that peer approval is more important that parental authority.  The 
book of Proverbs was written as a guide for teenagers.  The book begins by commending 
wisdom and the fear of God 1:1-7.  Then it launches into telling you to listen to your parents
advice 1:8-9; and what is the first piece of advice?  1:10-19, the first piece of advice is to 



not allow yourself to be enticed into the company and doings of sinners.  The picture is an 
Israelite home where God fearing parents have brought their children up in the instruction of
the Lord.  The temptation is to throw off all your learning as you encounter new people and 
situations but Proverbs calls you to keep to your parent’s faith and instruction.  This 
instruction we are told will deliver ‘you from the way of evil, from the speech of perverted 
men’ (2:12).  Likewise, it will deliver, ‘you from the forbidden woman, from the adulteress 
with her smooth words.’  This parental instruction is intended to guard you from sexual sin 
in all its forms, so listen to your parents.
Secondly, don’t kid yourselves about bad company, ‘Do not be deceived: "Bad company ruins
good morals.’ (1 Cor. 15:33).  Many a young person has said, ‘I will be strong’ or, ‘I will 
influence them.’  Spurgeon once had a woman who was seeing an unbelieving man come 
and speak to him.  She said something similar speaking about her desire to help save the 
man.  Spurgeon asked her to stand on a chair, she did, and then he told her to pull him up.  
She could not, he the pulled her down.  The point is it is easier to pull someone down than 
up.  The key part of this verse is that you not deceive yourself because it is always your 
tendency to overestimate your strength.  Spending time with Christians and with Christ are 
the ways in which we need to constantly make ourselves stronger.  Proverbs 22:24-25 says, 
‘Make no friendship with a man given to anger, nor go with a wrathful man, lest you learn 
his ways and entangle yourself in a snare.’  This truth applies to all other sorts of sins not 
merely anger.  Proverbs 13:20 says, ‘Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the 
companion of fools will suffer harm.’  
Thirdly, seek out likeminded friends, 2 Tim. 2:22, ‘So flee youthful passions and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure 
heart.’  You become like those you are with and every friend you choose is an investment in 
a future character.  Be deliberate and choose well.

Secondly, principles for the parents.
Firstly, don’t freak out!  Not all acquaintances are friends.  There may be those who claim to
be homosexuals in your child’s class or sports team, this does not mean that your child is 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers; nor does having a homosexual as a facebook 
friend.  Some have discerned 4 levels of friendship. There is acquaintance which involves 
casual contact and neighbourly politeness should be your child’s activity in these encounters.
Then there are casual friendships, relationships built around oneness in external activities 
and interests, for example a joint interest in a certain sport or hobby.  These friendships are 
not foundational and do not transcends fringe interests.  Then there are close friends, this is
a level of relationship that shares more than external interests but internal ones as well.  
Finally there is intimate friendship which involves vulnerability and commitment and would 
be the sort of relationships between husbands and wives as well as best friends.  We must 
encourage our children to seek close and intimate friendships with Christians.  Although 
Jesus has many associations with sinners, and many public dealings even going to weddings
and feasts with them, He had the inner circle of the 12 and the 3, and Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus which would have been His close and intimate friends.
Secondly, know your child and the specifics of their situation.  You need to know through 
nurturing open channels of communication how strong your child is in social settings and 
whether they can handle close contacts with unbelievers of whatever type, not just so called



homosexuals.  Also if this situation does arrive try and get more info on the child in 
question.  It may be that your child is the only Christian in their lives and they are a hurting 
and confused mess who needs the light of the gospel.

Much more could be said on these issues but we need to move on.

Work

Another tricky area to negotiate is the work place.  Some jobs will be unaffected apart from 
perhaps having to share office space with someone who is homosexual.  There is no issue in
this as one can work with an adulterer, a liar, a thief, an atheist, etc.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for you to be a light for Christ and not something that needs to be run from.  
There are a number of other jobs though which are directly affected; for example, wedding 
photographers, wedding cake bakers, limo drivers, B&B owners, etc.

The complexities of the workplace are many and I would not be able to sort out every 
possible sort of scenario that could arise.  I have found one exchange by Russell Moore very
instructive.  He had a wedding photographer write in asking what Russell Moore thought 
about his turning down a gay couple who asked him to shoot a gay wedding, when a 
restaurant owner would not have a problem serving a gay couple who wanted to eat a meal 
at his restaurant.  Let me summarise his response.1 

He began by agreeing that the situation is very different to someone serving food at a 
restaurant, and even different from photographing another event where you may disagree 
with the person’s marital beliefs or status.  He points out that a photojournalist reporting on 
the wedding would not be soiling his conscience for he would not be participating in 
supporting the event.  This does differ from the wedding photographer who is more than a 
neutral observer.  He then pointed out the added difficulties of a same sex wedding.  Firstly, 
the end result of the ceremony is not a real marriage and differs from a wedding between 
two divorcees for example.  This means the issue is more than morality but reality.  
Secondly, the wedding is taking place at a time when many are using their ‘weddings’ to 
make political and cultural statements making it more than just a personal affair. And thirdly,
there may be legal complications for conscientiously objecting to doing the job.  That said 
he then applied some of the principles from 1 Corinthians.

‘The Apostle Paul says, first of all, that the idols don't represent real gods (1 Cor. 8:4), in the
same way that you would argue that a wedding without a bride or a groom isn't really a 
marriage. If something's put before you, the apostle writes, eat it to the glory of God, no 
questions asked.
But, the apostle says, if the food is advertised as sacrificed to idols abstain from it for the 
sake of the consciences of those around you (1 Cor. 8:7-9).  This is the difference between 
investigating a doughnut shop owner's buying habits before eating there and stopping in for 

1 www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/should-a-christian-photographer-work-at-a-same-sex-wedding-
ceremony/ 

http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/should-a-christian-photographer-work-at-a-same-sex-wedding-ceremony/
http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/should-a-christian-photographer-work-at-a-same-sex-wedding-ceremony/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%208.7-9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%208.4


doughnuts when the sign out front flashes: “Eat here and support our owner's cocaine and 
prostitutes habit.”
You need not investigate as a wedding photographer whether the wedding you are 
photographing is Christ-honoring. But when there is an obvious deviation from the biblical 
reality, sacrifice the business for conscience, your own and those of the ones in your orbit 
who would be confused.
That said, don't be mean.
The couple asking you to do this wedding aren't your enemies (Eph. 6:12). They are made 
in the image of God and are loved by him, and so should be loved by us. As orthodox 
Christians we don't believe this leads to the happiness they're looking for, but we must stand
with kindness as well as with conviction. Tell the couple that you wish them well, but that 
you have beliefs about marriage that won't allow your conscience to participate in this way. 
Thank them for asking you but recommend a photographer who can click away with a clear 
conscience.’  

The main principle is one of witness.  There may be times when your participation in a job 
reflects badly on your witness and you may have to take a stand and be gladly persecuted 
for Christ.  You all know your own work situations better than I would and when this time 
would be.  It is my job to inform your conscience it is yours to live by it.  
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