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Brokaw, Fries, State Officers and Senators
Saiuted at 23rd Annuai Mali of Fame Event

Tom Brokaw and Gary Fries were
inducted in the Nebraska Broadcast

ers Association’s Hall of Fame, Feb

ruary 7 at the Cornhusker Hotel in
Lincoln.

It was a night to celebrate broad
casting and to salute the state’s con
stitutional officers and legislators.

Tom Brokaw

After graduating from the Univer
sity of South Dakota, Tom began his
journalism career in 1962 at KMTV
in Omaha.

He joined NBC News in 1966,
reporting from California and an
choring on KNBC, the NBC Televi
sion Station in Los Angeles.

Today, Tom is anchor and manag
ing editor of "NBC Nightly News
with Tom Brokaw." He’s anchored

"Nightly News" from rooftops in
Beirut, the Great Wall in China, the
streets of Kuwait during Operation
Desert Storm, Soweto in South Af

rica, Somalia, Cairo and many other
exotic locations. Sole anchor of

"Nightly News" since 1983, he had
been anchor of NBC News’ "Today"
1976-1981.

An acclaimed political reporter
(Brokaw was NBC News’ White
House correspondent during the Wa
tergate era), he has covered every
presidential election since 1968.

In addition to the Nightly News,
Brokaw also co-anchors "NOW," a

weekly news magazine started in the
summer of 1993.

Brokaw has received numerous

awards for his work. Most recently,

Brokaw and "Nightly News" received
an Emmy Award for outstanding cov
erage of the Romanian Revolution.
He also received an Emmy for the

NBC News special "China in Crises."
(continued on page 3)
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New EEO policy from FCC!

On February 1, 1994, the Federal
Communications Commission re

leased a Policy Statement in which it
established new guidelines for assess
ing forfeitures for violations of the

broadcast Equal Employment Oppor
tunity (EEO) rules. The Commission
stated that it will decide every case
on the basis of the specific facts and
equities presented in the record.
However, the guidelines are designed
to give broadcast licensees and the

public more specific information re
garding which types of EEO practices
will result in fines. This Policy State
ment vastly increases the EEO re

quirements for licensees, and multi
plies the penalties for violations.

The Statement sets the base fine

amount for violations of the EEO

rules at $12,500 and details what

considerations will result in upward
or downward adjustments to the

amount. These "upward adjustments"
can result in penalties including
higher fines in the tens of thousands
of dollars, short-term license renew

als, and renewals with reporting con
ditions. In the case of license renew

als, if a licensee had prior EEO
violations that resulted in a short

term renewal for the current license

term, and EEO violations are found

to have existed during the short li
cense term, the renewal application
may be designated for hearing and

the licensee may face a possible fine
of $250,000. Of crucial importance is
the fact that the Commission will

now look at the entire license term

when reviewing a licensee’s EEO ef
forts.

The base fine will be imposed
when a licensee fails to actively re

cruit minority and female applicants
(continued on back page)
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municipal ownership of cable utili
ties. We are also watching a holdover
bill to repeal the Shield Law. A
continuing problem is difficulty in
obtaining information from law en
forcement agencies. A Media of Ne
braska sub-committee will meet with

the Attorney General on this issue.
A meeting will also be held with the
County Attorneys Association to re
view the Bar-Press Guidelines.

Vice-President Brogan reported
on a Convention Committee meeting
held January 20, 1994 and said that
planning is moving ahead with con
vention to be held August 25, 26, 27
at the Ramada Inn in Kearney. High
lights of that meeting: Convention
Bureau will supply badges, ribbons,
signs; hospitality suite has been re
served, printing estimates are being
obtained, potential speakers (NAB,
attorney, FCC) and sales trainers are
being contacted, golf course is being
contacted; off - site programs being
considered, and an all day sales
workshop is being researched.
*  President Thomas is contacting
Peggy Briggs, Division of Tourism,
on a renewal and is meeting along
with Executive Director, with Dan
Parsons, Attorney General’s office on
a possible campaign.
* Director Shrier said that a review

will be made of Ak-Sar-Ben Awards

rules. A "Best of category" award and
a "Station of the Year" award will be

considered.

*  President Thomas, Executive Di
rector reviewed the non-member list

and reported the dues restructure. A
membership brochure will be consid
ered in the future.

*  Executive Director reported that
many state associations schedule sales
seminars, charged on a per person
basis and are quite successful. The
Committee may consider this along
with roundtables.

* The NBA Foundation is now

ready to accept contributions. The
NCSA campaign revenue from the
Nebraska Realtors Association of

$2500 will be placed in the founda
tion. All members will be encouraged
to participate.
* A discussion was held on an

award to honor engineers working
with the Society of Broadcast Engi
neers, and it was decided

move ahead with this suggestion.
* Next Board meeting to be held
10:00 a.m., Monday, April 4, 1994, in
the Sandstedt Platte room, Mahoney
State Park.

*

not to

Highlights of the NBA Board Meeting
February 7, 1994 in Lincoln . . .
* Discussion was held on the new

IRS rule for 1994, making lobbying
costs non-deductible. This will be

made an agenda item at a future
board meeting to discuss the percent
age of dues which should be consid
ered as lobbying costs.
* Karen Walklin, Coordinator of
the Drugs Are A Dead End cam
paign, reported that Mutual of
Omaha has committed to production
of SLx radio and six TV spots for the
coming year. Target release dates are
May 1 and November 1.
* A discussion was held regarding
the topics and guests on the state
wide call-in program during the elec
tion campaign period. The board ap
proved unanimously to continue the
program and that appropriate topics
and guests be scheduled for the state
wide program until the November
election, and to proceed to determine
the possibility, cost, time availability
and clearances for a state-wide Gov
ernor’s debate.

*  President Thomas, President Elect
Webster and E,xecutive Director re

port
Senator J. J. Exon on S674—beer,
wine labeling.
* Walt Radcliffe, lobbyist retained
by the Association, updated the
Board on LB901, the NBA-sponsored
bill regarding tax on syndicated pro
grams.

*  Executive Director reported that
the Association had signed on to an
FCC filing regarding commercial
time limits on television stations.

*  Executive Director reported that
the Iowa Supreme Court has delayed
the implementation of a tax on attor
ney advertising in the state. A tax
could be imposed on attorneys who
are licensed to practice in Iowa.
* A discussion was held regarding
meetings with candidates for Gover
nor as well as the US House and
Senate races in Nebraska.

* The Board of Directors recessed

the regular meeting for a luncheon
meeting with Governor Nelson at the
Mansion.

*  Steve Murphy, Freedom of Infor
mation Chair, reported there are
fewer legislative bills that offer
threats this session compared to last.
A measure which would "expunge"
certain criminal history information
is being opposed. Another bill we are
opposing relates to a near prohibitive
cost of copies of public records. We
are opposing a bill providing for

on the meeting held with

ASSOCIATION

12020 SHAMROCK PLAZA

OMAHA. NEBRASKA 68154

(402) 333-3034

iPRESIDENT

Robb Thomas

WJAG (AM)/KEXL (FM)
Box 789

Norfolk, NE 63701

402-371-0780

I
s

8
PRESIDENT-ELECT

Johr^ Webster

KEFM

105 South 7Cth. Suite 200

Omaha, NE 68132

402-553-9696

WC£ PRESIDENT

Charles Brogan
KRVN AM/FM

Sox 530

Lexington. NE 63850
308-324-2371

SECRETARY-TREASURER

Rex Swanson

KDUH TV

Box 1529

ScoCsblurt. NE 6S361
308-632-3071

PAST PRESIDENT

HowarG Kenneoy
KMTV

10714 Mockingbird Drive
Omana, NE 68127

402-592-3333

DIRSCrCRS

John Benson

KHAS-TV

Bex 578

Hastings. NE 68902
402-463-1321

Julie Gade

KZKX (FM)
4435 O StreeL Suite 96

Lincoln, NE 685i0
402-488-9601

Frank Jonas

KOUN/KGIN (TV)
Box 30350

Lincoln, NE 68603

402-467-4321

Diny Landen
KKCD

6910 Pacific. Suite 301
Omaha, NE 68106

402-554-1068

Tom Robson

KAWL (AM)/>aMX (FM)
Box 121A

York, NE 68467
402-382-4433

Howard Shner

KPTM (TV)
4625 Fa/nam

Omaha, NE 68132
402-558-4200

Stan Taioya
KJSK (AM)/KUR (FM)

Box 99

Columbus. NE 68602
402-564-2891

Jey Vavricek

KSY2 (FM)
Box 5108

Grand Island, NE 68802
306-382-0108

Larry Walklin
KRNU (FM)
Sox 82422

Lincoln, NE 68588
•«02-472-3054

EXECLfTTVE DIRECTOR
Richard Palmquist

t-



The 23rd Annual Hall of Fame

At the Podium . .
tending. They included Senator
Michael Avery, District 3, Gretna;
Senator Jim Cudaback, District 36,

Riverdale; Senator Connie Day, Dis

trict 19, Norfolk; Senator Cap Dierks,
District 40, Ewing; Senator Joyce Hill

man, District 48, Gering; Senator Jim
Jones, District 43, Eddyville; Senator

Doug Kristensen, District 37, Minden;
Senator Scott Moore, District 24,

Seward; Senator Janis McKenzie, Dis

trict 34, Harvard; Senator Don Preis-

ter. District 5, Omaha; Senator Floyd
Vrtiska, District 1, Table Rock; Sena

tor Bob Wickersham, District 49, Har

rison, Senator Pat Engel, District 17,

South Sioux City, and Senator David
Bernard - Stevens, District 42, North
Platte.

(continued from page 1)
Gary Fries

Gary graduated from the University
of Nebraska in 1963 with a degree in
Business Administration. He began his
Radio career at Stuart Broadcasting’s
KFOR Radio in Lincoln while attend

ing college there, and held his first
management position at KRGI in
Grand Island, Nebraska.

Gary joined the Radio Advertising
Bureau as its President and CEO in

October 1991, from his post as Presi
dent of the Unistar Radio Networks.

In addition to Fries’ leadership
roles at the Unistar (formerly Tran
star) Radio Networks, he served as
President and COO of the Sunbelt

Communications Radio division. He

has managed stations in Phoenix,
Omaha, Little Rock, Springfield (IL),
and Albuquerque, and held the title of
Vice President at both ITC Communi

cations and Multimedia Broadcasting,

Governor Ben Nelson

Senator LaVon Crosby

The NBA officers and directors

were introduced and past Hall of Fame
honorees: Larry Walklin, Hall of
Fame, 1985; Steve Murphy, Hall of
Fame, 1988; Harold Soderlund, Hall of

Fame, 1979; Jim Ebel, Hall of Fame,

1974; Paul Jensen, Hall of Fame, 1983;

Dick Chapin, Hall of Fame, 1972;
Walt Kavanagh and Larry Rice, Hall
of Fame 1993.

One of the highlights of the

evening was the presentation of a
plaque commemorating the new Ed
ward R. Murrow postage stamp by
Larry Howell, U.S. Postal Service, to
the NBA. Attendees received a Mur

row lapel pin and first day cover.
The Presentation

The climax of the event, of course,

was the induction of the 1994 Hall of

Famers. Video presentations were
shown capsuling their careers.

Tom Brokaw, who was unable to

attend, had videotaped his response
which was presented as Mark Gautier,
former KMTV news director and

friend, accepted the award on Tom’s
behalf. Then, via telephone hookup
from New York, Tom talked about his

Omaha days and expressed his appre
ciation for the award.

Dick Chapin, Hall of Famer and
friend of Gary Fries, accepted the
award on Gary’s behalf.

Inc.
Terry Calek, Mutual of Omaha Fries, who was named Radio Ex

ecutive of the Year by Radio Ink
Magazine in 1993, has been a guest
speaker at dozens of industry confer
ences in the U.S. and abroad.

The Event

NBA President Robb Thomas wel

comed the attendees to the 23rd an

nual event, discussed the broadcasters

service record including the Drugs Are
A Dead End campaign. Two sample
announcements from the campaign
were shown, one of which was a spot

taped by Governor Ben Nelson.
Governor Nelson commended the

broadcasters on their service to their

communities and the state including

the state-wide call-in radio program.
Terry Calek, Senior Vice President,

Public Affairs for Mutual of Omaha,

was introduced and recognized for the
contribution made by Mutual for the
Drugs Are A Dead End campaign.

Other constitutional officers attend

ing were Attorney General Don Sten-
berg. Secretary of State Allen Beer-
mann, and State Treasurer Dawn
Rockey with their spouses.

Senator LaVon Crosby, District 19,
Lincoln, introduced the legislators at-

Larry Howell, U.S. Postal Service

Mark Gautier accepts for Tom

Dick Chapin accepts for Gary

!■

Robb Tltomas, President, presides -3-
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Thanks to the following stations
for their support!

TV:

KJMTV
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Fifteen NBA member broadcasters met with Senator Jim Exon in January.
The topic: beer/wine ad warnings. The issue is still alive.

WOWT

Radio:

(continued from page 1)
for at least 66% of all job vacancies
during the license term. Evidence of
this violation will include inadequate
record - keeping and/or inadequate
self- assessment throughout the li
cense term. Thus, careful documenta
tion of EEO efforts can make
break your EEO review. The Com
mission is taking EEO violations very
seriously. On February 1, 1994, the
Commission announced penalties
against 24 radio stations. Fines rang
ing from 518,750 to 537,500
assessed against 22 of the stations,
and 21 of those stations were also
given short - term license renewals
with reporting conditions.

The Policy Statement and recent
Commission actions emphasize how
critical it is for stations as a general
rule not to fi ll a job vacancy until:
(1) they have sent job notices to
general and minority/female specific
referral sources; (2) they have deter
mined that they have developed

or

were

an

applicant pool with an adequate
number of minorities/females; (3)
they have determined that there are a
sufficient number of minorities and

women in the interview pool; and (4)
they have hired an adequate number
of minorities and women as full-time
employees.
Courtesy: Fisher, Wayland, Cooper and
Leader

KEFM

WOW AM/FM

KRVN AM/FM

KBRX

KZEN

KNEN

KESY

KOGA AM/FM KMCX

WJAG/KEXL

KMOR
In Memoriam

Robert Spire, former State Attor
ney General and Friend of Nebraska
Broadcasters (1988) passed away
March 3 in Lincoln.

KKCD

KBRB AM/FM

KLIR/KJSK

KRGI AM/FM

KAWL/KTMX
Merrill Workhoven, long - time

newscaster with WOW Radio and

NBA Hall of Fame member (1990)
passed away March 8 in Coos Bay,
Oregon.To those stations who have not par

ticipated . . . we ask for your sup
port.
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